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TnE  preparadon  of  this  Biography,  or  rather  Biographical  Sketch 
of  Uie  Military  Career  of  Major-General  Ptaup  Keabk;  has  ht-en 
loolce«l  forward  to  for  hix  years,  not  only  oti  a.  alnoere  pleasure,  but 
M  a  solemn  duty.  Almost  all  the  notices  of  this  dlstbguished 
Geiteral,  which  have  appeared  in  the  difiercnt  papers  and  periodi* 
culs,  were  little  more  than  the  amplifications  of  the  sketch  of  him  pre- 
pared by  the  writerfortho  New  York  Tiynes  in  1861.  This  sketoh 
grew  into  one  more  worthy  of  the  subject  in  the  columns  of  the 
New  York  Citizen  of  January  25th,  1867,  and  February  Island  8th, 
1868.  On  the  I7th  of  January,  1868,  Coktulndt  Pakkce,  Esq., 
eonnsel,  and  intimate  friend  of  the  deceased  General,  dehvered  an 
Address  before  the  New  Jersey  Historical  Sodely.  This  noble  Iri- 
trnte  of  friendship  was  aflHrwards  furnished  to  the  editors  of  the 
JforCAem  Mor^hly  Magazine,  and  appeared  in  the  Uiree  numbers  of 
that  periodical  for  November  and  December,  1867,  and  February, 
1868.  It  was  subsequently  pubbshed,  by  requcat,  as  a  pamphlet  of 
Anty-Qloe  pages.  Mr.  PARK^a  had  free  access  to  all  the  papers  in 
the  poaaeesion  of  the  immediate  iamily  of  the  General,  and  the  resulta 


VI  PREFACE. 

of  his  labors  are  equally  interesting  as  a  charming  composition  and 
as  a  valuable  contribution  to  history-.  To  it  the  writer  of  the  present 
work  is  indebted  for  much  connected  with  the  last  year  of  the  heroes 
life,  especially  extracts  from  letters,  etc  Otherwise  the  facts  herein 
presented  are  altogether  new,  and  the  views  of  General  Keabxt  are 
derived  from  personal  and  confidential  intercourse  from  boyhood  to 
middle-age. 

The  writer  hesitated  for  a  long  time  before  resuming  the  pen,  feel- 
ing that  nothing  could  be  done  which  deserved  the  name  of  a  biog- 
raphy until  certain  letters,  documents,  and  books  could  be  obtained 
and  examined  Manuscripts,  etc.,  eta,  are  known  to  have  existed 
which  have  eluded  the  anxious  search  of  the  historian.  The  kind, 
ness  of  friends,  and  an  examination  of  correspondence,  has  filled  some 
of  the  minor  gaps,  but  others  still  exist,  one  of  which  is  Greneral 
Kearny  s  Algerian  experience,  as  glorious  to  himself  as  interesting 
to  the  public.  On  his  return  to  the  United  States  he  wrote  an  ac- 
count of  liis  African  campaign,  which  was  "privately  printed"  Not 
a  copy  of  this,  however,  is  to  be  found,  although  diligent  search  has 
been  made  in  every  quarter,  where  an  exemplar  ought  to  have  been 
preserved  Most  of  his  correspondence  was,  doubtless,  among  the 
papers  of  an  aged  relative,  Ids  mother's  sister,  one  of  the  most  loyal, 
noble,  and  generous  of  women,  deceased  in  June,  1 866.  This  was 
either  committed  to  the  flames  by  her,  or  burned  after  her  decease 
as  a  sacred  trust  not  to  be  violated  when  the  grave  had  closed  over 
both,  the  one  who  wrote  as  a  son  to  a  mother,  and  the  other  to  whom 
the  confidential  letters  were  addressed  A  valuable  letter,  which  was 
in  hand  last  fall,  has  likewise  disappeared,  whether  destroyed  or 
stolen  for  the  autograph,  sinco  it  possessed  a  signature  in  full,  a  very 
rare  thing  with  Kearny's  letters,  who  generally  signed  "Phil," 
or"K." 

The  author  of  these  pages  was  the  only  cousin  of  Greneral  Keabnt, 
on  his  mother's  side,  brought  up  with  him  in  the  house  of  their  ma- 
ternal grandfiither,  Hon.  John  Watts.  This  excellent  man.  General 
Ke^uiny's  grandfather,  was  ennobled  by  his  benevolence.  His  beat 
memorial  is  a  grand  charitable  institutioii  which  he  endowed  in  the 
city  of  New  York.  Mr.  Watts  was  a  monument  of  affliction,  in 
tliat  he  had  seen  his  wife,  six  handsome,  gifted,  and  gallant  sons,  and 
four  daughters  precede  him  to  the  grave.  One  childless  daughter 
survived  him  and  three  grandchildren.  General  Kearny,  his  sister, 
Mrs.  Macomb,  who  died  in  Europe  80th  April,  1852,  and  the  writer. 


PiHralmr  aaaomtions  mtensificd  the  ties  which  imited  the  BtirvirorB, 
Kole  reprcsentatirea  of  a  r.-u*  which  had  occupied  ao  prominent  a 
position  in  ihe  annals  of  their  niitive  State  for  neai'ly  n  ecntnry  "iii 
troiibltias,  times."  In  youth  the  pursuita  of  GenerJil  Kearst  and 
tbe  writer  of  these  pages  were  identical,  and  it  was  to  the  house  of 
the  Ucicr  tliat  the  former  returned  from  time  to  time  to  talk  over  the 
strange  adventures  experienced  in  a  remarkably  checkei-ed  career. 
Together  in  1834  tliey  visited  Europe,  and  the  majority  of  the  opin- 
iiMUi  expressed  herein  are  founded  on  pei'sonal  recollections.  If 
aiEecUoa,  admiration,  studies,  in  common,  interchange  of  thoughts, 
intcrcooree  without  reserve,  and  a  memory  remarkable  for  its  te- 
oadty  cut)  enable  auy  one  to  produce  a  reliable  biography.  tJie  follow- 
ing may  be  con«dored  authentic.  As  a  patriot,  as  a  public  otHcer, 
and  as  a  soldier,  Piiilii'  Ke.uint  was  a  grand  example,  worthy  of 
study,  imitation,  aiid  commemoration.  As  an  officer  In  the  Hervice 
of  our  coiHitry,  his  glory  belongs,  particularly,  tfl  hia  native  State, 
ijoDi  which  he  was  appoinlt^d  to  the  United  States  Army,  Aa  a 
GvQcral,  unaurpnased,  wherevei'  and  whenever  he  was  tried  for  cour- 
ogiT,  lidelily,  self-swrificing,  energy,  and  ability,  his  glory  is  equally 
the  |>roporty  of  the  whole  country.  Aa  West  Point  had  nothing  to 
do  with  his  achiuvetueuta,  as  he  owed  nothing  to  its  training,  lo  its 
<BttL  iaduence,  to  its  academic  line  of  thought,  or  to  its  terrible  pi'e. 
judicvs,  he  may  he  consi<lered  a  magnificent  type  of  a  Voiunteer  boL 
dicr,  for  from  private  life  was  he  appointed  to  liia  first  commission  ; 
from  private  life  it  might  be  said  ho  i^ain  sprang  into  Uiq  saddle  in 
JSm — since  he  recalled  his  rcitiguation  to  partalco  in  the  glories  of 
tliv  Mejdcaa  war — and  from  private  life  abroad  he  returned  home  to 
rtttaBiiiue  his  imiform  and  assist  in  saving  his  country.  As  a  Volnu- 
teur,  he  participated  in  the  dangers  and  fatigues  of  a  campaign  in 
Afiica  whicli  carried  the  tricolor  tlu'ough  the  "Galss  of  Iron  "  and 
oTor  the  Atlas  uiUj  the  Htronghoirls  of  Abd-cl-Kader  He  partook 
in  the  operations  9f  that  campaign  which  laid  the  ba^e  of  the  pre' 
•cut  Kingdom  of  Italy,  and  a  Major-Geuei-al  of  Amoricou  volunlei'i-s, 
be  dit.ll  on  the  field  of  battie.  Therefore  to  the  Volunteor  Armies 
of  the  United  States,  and  raoro  particularly  to  the  officers  and  ftol- 
diors  of  his  immediate  commands — especially  that  nonpareil  New 
Jeraoy  Brigade  which  he  created,  and  that  gloriouB  First  Division  of 
tbelliird  Corps  of  the  Army  of  the  Polomnc  nt  whose  hoad  he  fell — 
are  thvx  pages  dedicated,  mth  the  deepest  lOud  warmest  gratitude 
of  tlie  author. 


i 


"3TA  TUTOR,  EEBOEM  CALCAS  !" 
Fiild-Utrilu]  Ukbci's  epitaph  on  Uie  bsCt]«-lldd  of  NordUsgea.  whon  belsU,  IBIS. 


A  woKDEEFCL  epocb  has  closed.  This  generation  stands  like 
spectators  around  the  upheaved  rums — not  yet  settled— of  an  un- 
paralleled  moral  aa  well  as  physical  earthquaka  Even  as  at  the 
period  of  the  great  French  Revolution  of  1789  (1793),  humanity 
has  mode  one  of  its  gigantic  strides,  in  advance,  which  compenaata 
for  Ihe  inaction  of  ages.  Not  that  human  progreaa  ever  stands 
still,  hat  at  times  it  almost  eccms  to  do  so,  groping  its  way  along 
lOce  one  sdll  half  asleep,  or  like  one  just  awakened  from  a  lethar^o 
or  drugged  slumber.  Happy  he  who  has  enjoyed  the  advantages 
of  occupj-ing  a  stand-point  whence  to  observe,  with  a  philosophic 
view,  the  phases  and  the  marvels  of  the  convulsions ;  more  fortunate 
he  who  has  associated  with  the  heroes,  the  martyrs,  or  the  victims 
of  the  catastrophe,  and  has  the  ability  and  leisure  to  collect  and  pre- 
pmv  for  grander  histones  the  details  of  the  tempest  he  has  wit- 
nessed, and  the  wordu,  the  gestures,  the  deeds  of  those  who  towered, 
lite  peaks  irradiated  with  the  sun  of  glory,  amid  the  collidmg  storm- 
doads,  freighted  with  thunder  and  devastaUon. 

In  a  retired  qnarlcr  of  the  metropolis  of  the  "  Babylonish  Cap- 
tivity of  the  Papacy"  stood  an  old  building,  once  the  convent  of  St. 
Marcel,  since  the  first  Empire  transmuted  into  a  "Soccnrsale  "  of 
the  "  Grand  Hotel"  at  Paris,  devoted  to  the  reception  of  the  inva- 
lids of  that  army  which  had  borne  the  tricolor,  the  emblem  of  popu- 
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lar  triumph,  through  conquered  capitals,  east  and  south,  to  the  re- 
motest bounds  of  civilization.  In  its  cool  garden  and  along  its  cor- 
ridors had  grouped  and  walked,  fighting  theii*  battles  over  again  in 
interchange  of  recollections,  heroes  who  had  marched  and  combatted 
over  the  fiery  sands  of  Egypt,  the  classic  soil  of  Italy,  the  castle- 
crowned  mountains  of  Germany,  the  dreary  bogs  recljumed  by 
Teutonic  feudalism,  the  rugged  ranges  of  the  Iberian  sierras,  and 
the  snowy  steppes  of  Russia.  Around  this  garden,  shutting  them 
in  from  the  industry  of  social  life,  whose  blessings  and  comforts 
they  had  renounced  for  the  fascinating  career  of  arms,  rose  high 
walls,  which  formerly  closed  in  the  members  of  the  church  militant, 
the  monkdom  of  the  cloister,  scarcely  greater  strangers  than  the 
monkdom  of  the  flag  to  the  busy  and  comparatively  happier  world 
of  every-day  lifa  But  unlike  \he  dispossessed  friars,  the  vision  of 
these  invaUds  was  not  bounded  by  bare"  walls,  suggestive  of  no 
thoughts  save  those  connected  with  the  dull  monotony  of  monastic  * 
life.  Thickly  strung  together,  like  a  zone  of  jewels,  from  the  rich 
mine  of  the  military  annals  of  Finance,  close  side  by  side,  a  series  of 
]IIUR.\L  TABLETS  extended  around  the  garden,  devoted  to  the  immor- 
talization of  glorious  deeds  and  of  heroic  souls?  that  recalled  the 
triumphs  in  which  the  veterans  had  participated — triumphs  whose 
narration  had  made  their  watch-fires  the  centres  of  epopees  as  gi*and 
as  the  strophes  of  Ossian.  What  a  glorious  seclusion,  redolent  with 
the  perfiuno  of  patriotic  devotion,  brilliant  with  the  lustre  of  military 
achievements,  musical  with  the  eulogies  of  the  heroic  dead ! 

What  a  conti'ast  to  these  tablets,  those  tablets  set  in  the  walls  of 
the  old  ducal  palace  which  commemorate  the  Arnolds,  the  DA\asEs, 
the  Stephenses  of  that  Republic  wliich  once  contested  the  empire  of 
the  Mediterranean  with  the  twin  sister  of  the  Adriatic,  and  left  me- 
morials of  its  commercial  daring  in  lands  which  are  scarcely  now 
accessible  to  European  enterprise. 

Yet  both  these  classes  of  monuments  should  be  preserved  with 
equal  care,  for  they  establish  the  truths  of  History,  and  maintain 
them  against  the  flattery  of  sycophants,  the  changes  of  political 
opinion,  or  the  venial  pens  of  prejudiced  or  political  ^vriters, 
changing,  as  one  we  have  seen,  with  the  hour  and  with  personal 
interest 

This  little  book  seeks  to  erect  a  memorial  to  one  of  the  most 
striking  figures  in  the  great  American  Confuct  to  crush  the 
"  Slaveholders'  Rebeluon."    Its  pages  present  a  sketch  of  the 
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^s^LT^fer  of  one  of  tlie  mon  most  prominent  for  tbeir  ability,  their  in- 
^Sxx^nce,  their  prowess,  and  their  genius  for  war. 

ITie  student  of  Amoriean  History,  in  Uis  qoiet  Ubrary,  anrroiinded 

t»y    such  works,  whether  rude  or  poIiNbed  in  theii-  language,  still 

<s^x-«3ful  in  their  presentation  of  truths,  is  like  the  visitor  in  tho  gar- 

^X^u   of  the  "  Sntx-ursale  "  (lit  Avignon),  of  the  "  Hotel  des  InvalideB" 

^*i    I^aris.     He  can  abandon  himsulf  to  the  rcflectione  engendered  by 

tla*2    stories  of  the  Rebellion,  and  as  he  turns  from  shelf  to  shelti  and 

^u».«a.Titcr8  thi'oiigb  the  tiiittorio  pages,  the  eyes  of  his  mind  can  con- 

t^  in*  plate  coMMEiioRATi\-E  TABLETS,  Het  lip  on  tho  walls  of  liis  im- 

^k^^ixjiation,  some,  like  those  of  Ke.vkst  and  of  Ltox,  presenting  exam- 

f*l«^^  of  patriotism  and  self-sacrifice;  others,  sach  as  those  of  Lee 

^**«3.  Davis,  recalling  evil  men,  prominent  in  the  leadership  of  treason 

^x:^,*-M.  of  sin,  but  hone  the  less  remarkable  or  worthy  of  consideration 

'"»  fJ     Toeacons  on  that  reef  of  crimo  on  which  a  confiding  section  wont 

t^^i»     -^vrcck  and  niin. 

<I!^ntemplalu3g  and  reflecting,  before  him  will  pass  a  panoramic 
■^N^S'^r-ies  of  the  actions  of  the  Rebellion.  Each  Biographical  Sketch 
^P^"^J3  serre  as  a  imrtrait  in  the  gallery  of  word-pictm-es,  and  ever  and 
HiHMiiK^ixi  a  prominent  figure  will  stirt  into  lite,  if  the  pen  of  the  blogror 
»— »-"^J-^5r  is  equal  in  its  power  to  tho  part  played  by  hia  Iiero  in  the  mag- 
^'^~*  ~*  fS-wnt  procession  of  the  war  pageant 

To  future  students  of  history  anch  biographies,  however  imper- 
^^^^<2rtly  written  or  fanlty  in  their  style,  will  prove  of  incalculable 
^■-^■=**^«ie{(t;  to  future  writers  of  history,  of  inestimable  value.  To 
*^  ^~*^y  one  who  contemplates,  like  a  philosopher,  tho  ciianges  which 
*-*''**^  national  organization  underwent  in  five  years  (1860-'65),.every 
Vvorij^  connected  with  the  cataclysm  will  be  of  value,  as  a  record  and 
^  liemento  of  what  human  will,  single  or  combined,  erring  but  ener- 
S^**Jc,  can  accomplish  to  injure  or  to  preserve ;  while  the  general 
at«3iry-  and  its  results  will  serv^e  and  operate  as  a  wai-mng  against  tho 
"*  '^clarection  of  human  efforts  in  the  fiitm'e  to  deface  or  destroy  a 
''^^tional  atnictore,  faulty  in  some  of  its  details,  but  sublime  in  its 
?*it>^Tal  conception  i  an  edifice  purifled  fi'om  the  stains  of  slavery, 
^  *a.  sreaovated  through  the  patriotism  of  the  loyal  men  of  all  seo- 
''*^»x:i^  destined  to  stand,  with  open  doors,  arefiige  and  an  asylum  to 
^  *^    *Jppressed  and  suffering  throughout  the  world. 

'-M^'be  history  of  tho  "  Slaveholders'  Riibeluon  "  is  the  record  of 
*^  *"«3ason  without  a  parallel  in  its  criminality  :  a  treason  against 
***i'a  best  gifts,  agtunst  Free  thought.  Free  action,  a  Free  land— 
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a  treason  against  the  People — whose  voice,  when  it  utters  its  will 
with  determination,  bat  without  oiolence^  b  the  voice  of  God. 
Those  who,  Uke  Keabnt,  led  the  van  for  the  People  ;  who,  with- 
out ambitions  purposes,  laid  down  their  lives  for  the  People ;  who 
bore  the  burden  and  heat  of  the  day,  and  ''paid  the  last  full  mea- 
sure of  devotiod  "  that  their  country  might  live ;  soldiers,  patriots, 
martyrs — such  indeed  were  champions  of  Liberty.  One  of  the 
grandest  of  these  was  Keabnt,  and  this  book  is  a  kesiorial  of  him.* 
He  deserves  the  best  monument  of  which  the  pen,  pencil,  or  chisel 
is  susceptibla  But  the  hero  will  not  despise  any  memento,  how. 
ever  hxmible,  which  b  the  result  of  the  best  efforts  of  the  author  and 
a  tribute  of  his  affection. 


MAJOB-OENERAIi  PHILIP  KEAHNY,  C  8.  V. 
m  llio  origlmL  gmnJ  rquedrian  porlrait  In  llie  pcwtMil™  of  the  Aulhi 


PERSONAL  AND  MILITARY  HISTORY 

OP 

MAJOR-GENERAL   PHILIP   KEARNY. 


CHAPTER  I. 

A    6LOBIOUS     RETROSPECT. 

**  Through  the  shadowy  past, 
Like  » tomb-searcher,  memory  raa, 
Luting  each  shroud."  MOOBB, 

**  The  hand  of  the  reaper 

Takes  the  years  that  are  hoary, 
Bat  the  voice  of  the  weeper 
Wails  manhood  in  glory." 

'^  This  chivalric  figure  looks  as  though  it  had  just  leaped  from  the 
centre  of  a  medieval  battle-piece." 

Though  living  in  these  modern  and  prosaic  days,  his  bearing  is 
essentially  romantic ;  he  looks  the  knight-errant  Such  a  rider  on 
0uch  a  steed  takes  the  mind  back  to  the  days  when  the  badge  of 
nobility  was  skill  with  the  sword  and  grace  in  horsemanship ;  when 
to  be  a  gentleman  was  to  follow  the  profession  of  arms ;  when  the 
Joust  and  the  tournament  assembled  all  the  beauty  and  all  the  valor 
of  feudal  monarchies ;  when 

^*Nine  and  twenty  knights  of  fame 
HoBg-  their  shields  in  Branksome  Hall, 
And  quitted  not  their  harness  bright, 
Neither  by  day,  nor  yet  by  night ; 
But  carved  at  the  meal 
With  gloves  of  steel. 
And  drank  the  red  wine  through  the  helmet  barred." 

These  words  are  full  of  truth,  suggestive. 

There  is  scarcely  an  individual  endowed  with  the  power  of  obser- 
vation, who,  while  examining  a  collection  of  modern  or  recent  por- 
traits, has  not  been  struck  with  the  peculiar  face  and  bearing  of  some 
one  or  other  of  the  individuals  presented,  who,  notwithstanding  the 
costumes  and  accessories,  seems  out  of  place  among  the  pictures  of 
cotemporaries.  Certain  striking  peculiarities  of  feature  or  expression, 
sngg^t  the  idea  that  a  mistake  has  occmTed ;   that  the  likeness  of 
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one  distinguished  in  the  days  of  chivaky  has  fallen  into  the  hands  of 
a  Vandal,  to  whose  purse  or  whim  the  painter  has  sacrificed  his  art^ 
as  well  as  the  truth,  and  concealed  the  armor,  dinted  by  cimeter 
or  falchion,  beneath  the  stiff  and  ungraceful  costume  of  this  century. 
No  one  who  has  has  ever  studied  the  lineaments  and  expression  of 
Piiiup  Kearny,  his  carriage,  his  bearing  on  foot  or  seat  in  the  sad- 
dle, but  must  appreciate  this,  and  acknowledge  in  their  hearts  that 
his  soldierly  face  and  knightly  person  would  look  more  appropriate 
under  the  morion  and  the  mail  of  Frx  Moreale,  of  DC  Gdescldt,  or 
of  Bayard,  or  in  the  plumed  hat  lined  with  steel,  and  polished 
breastplate  of  a  Rupert,  a  Montrose,  or  a  Dundee;  nor  deem  him  in 
the  saddle  unworthy  of  Sir  Richard  Vernon's  glowing  description 
of  that  "  Imp  of  Fame,"  who,  on  the  field  of  A^oourt,  so  glorious 
to  his  manhood,  declared : 

**  And  be  it  death  proclaimed  throughout  our  host 
To  boast  of  this,  or  take  that  praise  from  God 
Which  is  His  only  " • 

Thus  spake  Sir  Richard  : 

**  I  saw  young  Harry — ^with  his  beaver  on, 
His  cuisscs  on  his  thighs,  gallantly  arm*d, — 
Bise  from  the  gromid  like  feathered  ^lercuiy, 
And  vanlted  with  such  ease  into  his  seat 
As  if  an  angel  droppM  down  from  the  donds, 
To  turn  and  wind  a  iicry  Pegasus, 
And  witch  the  world  with  noble  horsemanship." 

• 

Wandering  through  the  galleries  of  Europe,  the  writer  has  more 
than  once  been  startled  at  recognizing  in  a  grand  equestrian  picture:, 
or  an  exquisite  military  portrait,  something  which  recalled  a  friend 
or  relative  distinguished  for  those  qualities  which  indicate  the  natural 
soldier.  Any  one  who  was  intimately  acquainted  with  Major-Greneral 
Pmup  Ke.vrnt,  and  the  race  from  which  he  sprang,  or  with  which 
he  was  connected,  can  understand  this  feeUng. 

In  the  Palazzo  Spinola,  in  Grenoa,  there  is  a  magnificent  painting 
by  Van  Dyke,  hung  on  hinges,  which,  when  swung  out  from  the 
wall  in  order  to  present  its  beauties  in  the  most  advantageous  light, 
both  horse  and  rider,  nearly  natural  size,  seem  to  stand  out  fi:om  the 
canvass  and  become  instinct  >\ith  life.  It  is  one  of  those  ihcomparar 
ble  equestrian  portraits,  regarded  as  almost  priceless  gems  of  art^  in 
which  the  rival  of  Rubeks  and  of  Titian  peculiarly  excelled.     Such 
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a  portnut,  in  fact,  to  one  who  knew  him  well,  would  at  once  recall 
Cknenil  Kf^^bny.  In  bim,  mounted  on  his  favorite  gray  charger, 
Mosooir,  the  great  painter  would  have  welcomed  a  sabject  worthy  of 
luBgeniiis,  and  Lave  handed  him  down  to  poBterity  in  all  the  brilliancy 
of  tufidesigii  and  coloring;  and  fiction  would  have  Bcizeil  upon  him 
as  its  hero,  and  have  commemorated  his  career  in  verse  Ukc  the 
**  Hax  i^iccolomini "  of  Sghilleb,  or  in  romance  like  the  Claverhonse 
of' -Uld  Mortality." 

^ii«  ia  no  over-drawn  picture.  On  some  pubhc  occasion,  at  a  ball 
in  Uk  Grand-Dilcal  (Rtti)  Piilaoe,  in  norence,  Kf-aust  npjx^ared  as 
a  Knight  Templar,  clothed  from  head  to  foot  in  chain  armor.  To 
dance  griu^fiilly — and  gracetitlly  be  did  dance — under  auch  a  weight 
ofitwl,  proved  what  immense  physical  power  he  possessed.  The 
'Omhir  ban  n  sleeve  of  chain  moil,  taken  from  one  of  the  catacombs 
of  Egypt,  which  belonged  to  a  Crusader.  Each  link  ia  rivetted 
separately,  and  the  whole  suit  was  worth  a  prince's  ransom.  Tliia 
aieeve  weighs  four  and  a  half  pounds.  The  whole  tunic  must  have 
waited  over  eighteen  pounds ;  the  entire  suit  over  four  times  that 
number.  Under  this  weight  liEAsw  waltzed  aa  lightly  as  if  clad  in 
■ilk,  and  wore  it  so  aptly  that  the  illusion  was  perfect  To  the  com- 
pany it  fit^med  as  if  one  of  tiiose  haughty  chevaUers  had  risen  firom 
Itis  tomb  to  grace  the  fesUval,  or  as  if  one  of  their  effigies  had  stAtted 
ioto  life. 

Again,  at  a  fimcy  ball — unequalled  ever  in  the  city  of  New  York 
— given  by  Commodore  John  C.  Stevkhs,  Keakxt  was  couspieuoua 
aa  s  Eabylo  ctiiefbun,  in  a  perfect  costume,  which  he  had  probably 
eoptored  in  Algiers.  So  cotrecti  was  it  in  every  detail,  that  &om  tus 
bril  swung  a  severed  head  imitated  to  the  life,  or  rather  deatli,  in 
flUgar,  but  nevertheless  so  corpse-like  that  he  was  compelled  to  lay 
it  aside  from  the  horror  it  estated.  On  this  occasion  likewise,  had 
ona  of  Abd-cI-Kador's  kalifas  or  beys  appeared  in  the  ball-room,  he 
COu1«i  not  have  looked  and  played  his  part  with  greater  grace  and 
tnct  than  did  the  American  Volunteer,  who  may  have  crossed  steel 
with  the  original  under  the  shadow  of  the  Atlas. 

"Though  an  American  by  bij'th,  and  intensely  American  in  his 
■ympathies,  General  Pniup  Kf-arsy  carried  in  fiis  veins  blood  that 
distinguishes  the  leading  nations  of  Europe. 

"  On  his-father's  side  he  was  Irish,  and  thence  be  derived  his  un- 
pnlsive,  roving,  danger-courting  blood,  the  temper  that  never  stops 
to  count  odds  nor  calculate  chances. 
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<<  On  hifl  mother's  side  there  were  two  diverse  elements  not  often 
combined  in  one  person — the  strong  native  sense,  and  the  shrewd 
common  sense  of  the  canny  Scot,  and  the  fiery  nature,  the  love  of 
pomp,  splendor  and  beaaty,  the  ardent  soul  and  the  chivalric  bear- 
ing of  the  GanL" 

Close  investigation,  however,  would  lead  to  the  conviction  that 
the  Kearnts  are  Scotch-Irish,  for  the  name  is  certainly  Gselic  The 
cousin  and  executor  of  our  hero  has  a  feunily  tree,  showing  all  the 
marriages  as  far  back  as  1506,  and  traces  back  the  fiEunily  long  sat- 
terior  to  that  date,  to  two  tJrothers  who  first  settled  ih  Ireland.  The 
name  was  originally  0*Olearman,  which,  he  says,  meant  *' soldier." 
Keabnt,  in  its  original  spelling,  Cearnach,  in  Glselic  or  Celtic,  does 
signify  *'  soldier.  "*  The  name  must  have  been  derived  from  some  deed 
of  note  in  war,  for  all  private  names  are  in  one  sense  derivatives. 
Keabmt  was  thus  not  only  a  soldier  by  name  but  by  nature,  and  a 
true  inheritor  not  only  of  the  designation  but  of  the  spirit  of  his 
race. 

It  is  seldom  that  a  man  bom  to  command,  and  imbued  with  aU 
the  peculiar  characteristics  of  a  military  leader — that  is,  one  who 
would  be  selected  from  the  crowd  as  a  soldier-bom — ^who  has  not 
spiTing  from  a  race*  of  soldiers,  or  been  brought  up  amid  military 
associations,  or  who  has  not  in  his  veins  the  blood  of  those  races 
which  instinctively  produce  soldiers,  for  such  races  do  undeniably 
exist  Prominent  among  them  is  the  Celtic  race,  which  has  been 
tempered  by  the  Frank  (pure  Saxon),  or  Gothic  blood  in  France^ 
and  by  the  Gothic  in  Spain. 

This  is  peculiarly  the  case  with  the  French  Huguenots,  whose 
strongholds  and  recruiting  grounds  were  in  those  parts  of  France 
which  were  ori^jially  the  seats  of  Norman,  Burgundian,  or  Viso- 
gothic  power.  From  the  former  stock  came  the  de  Lancets.  If 
any  family  of  this  State  ever  shone  in  arms,  in  times  which  tried 
men's  souls,  and  proved  their  loyalty  in  every  way  it  was  possible 
to  do  so,  it  was  these  same  de  Lancets,  who,  either  through  its 
own  scions  or  connections,  saw  almost  every  male  in  the  field  from 
Brigadier-Geneittd  down  to  Comet;  a  £Eunily,  whose  descendant 

*  ^^KiABKsitatenntlfiinlfyingtoldiereinlrifthHittorj.  ABforthetermOKhLBABHAV 
Kbahky,  the  inquinitlve  nwdcr  it  referred  to  Dr.  Kxatikg*8  mstorj  of  Ireltnd^  where  the 
Roncalo^ry  of  the  O'Kbarnts  U  to  bo  found.**  In  G»lic  **  Cliab"  meeiu  '•^^aliant^  or 
"  hmr^'  and  *'  man,*'  **  Kamd,^  ConMqacntly  Kxasxt  O'Cuak-sak  doabOeae  si^Uled 
**tho  toldlcr  of,  or  with,  the  brare  hand.*"  **Cbabsiach*'  ia  likewiee  tnnalated  **vic- 
loriOM.'' 


3ied  upon  the  field  of  Waterloo,  Colonel  and  Quartermaster-Geo- 
cral  on  Weluxgton's  staff,  evincing  with  his  dying  breath  an  uit- 
wltifib  BoUcitude  for  the  life  of  his  commander,  more  prccions  to 
his  coDntry  and  the  world  than  hia  own,  dj-ing  a.  death  which  was 
irortliy  of  the  purest  days  of  cfiivalry — that  ia,  of  that  cliivalrj 
viilch  romance  has  invested  with  saiAi  a  glorious  halo,  and  which 
did  actually  exist  in  certain  individuals,  of  whom,  perhaps,  the 
most  genuine,  or  rathei'  the  best  known  examples,  were  Baxabd 
ind  MosTuosE.  • 

Paiur  Keaknt  was  indeed  a  Huguenot" — not  a  Puritan.    Glory 
vn  the  breath  of  hia  nostrils. 

Although  no  one  will  deny  that  the  Irish  blood  has  fight  enough 

in  it,  it  is  very  questionable  if  the  Watts'  blood  and  all  its  affiija- 

tiong  aud  connections — among  these  the  Kearnys — did  not  get  the 

greater  part  of  their  military  instincts,  their  war-molar  power,  &om 

the  »E  Lancefs.     The  spirit  of  these  latter  was  the  yeast  to  mate 

everything  tending  to  soldiership  ferment  in  the  different  fiunihes 

IMO  vbicb  it  was  infused.     This  de  Lancey  blood  was  a  grand  one. 

'roin  the  moment  the  firet  of  the  name  arrived  in  New  York  it 

"••de  itself  felt     As  statesmen,  as  they  would  justly  be  termed  in 

*"E  Old  World,  or  as  politicians  in  this  country — before  the  tei-m 

P<*Ulician  "  implied  something  derogatory — or  aa  soldiers,  they 

**crted  the  moat  astoniahing  influence  iu  the  Province  or  Colony 

**    N»w  York.     No  one  who  has  examlQed  into  its  records  will 

^t«nd  to  deny  this.     Exiled  for  opinion's  sake,  the  English  gov- 

^"Oflnt  acknowledged  their  worth  by  giving  them  high  employ- 

't,  which  their  aervices,  their  zeal,  courage  and  fidell^,  even  to 

death,  proved  tliat  they  deserved. 

'  ~"  .  .  r.  nt  dtfferonM.  howevor,  M  be  remnrked  bctwmn  [hem  (tba  HngoiDo) 

liiikiui  iniarsEiiU  of  more  notlborn  couDtries;  (or  thoogblwth  Uie 
.  Iiich.  clmnictnlzcd  Scotluud  unci  Englud  not  long  bsfore,  and  tlie 
..-  EEud  fandCkU  enlhQitAflmfl  of  tho  Ciir  Boulb,  wera occostonany  to  ba 

:':.  Ihogceut  nuaft  wure  cctii^lj  and  dcddcdlj  Frencb,  poeecsalng  the 

'-"  oS  li^lit  aait  somevituit  thODgbtlesa  eujctj-,  >o  iwuaUur  lu  Uutt  indiaeicut  and 


ttiUmagh  thflfbad  prated  od 
*  KUcH  la  them  iris  Ibe  ami 
"*  pR]«f  iDil  itiilv,  till  tame  otiii 


ntlj.  BCtcrbailns'oni^btwItlidctcriDlDatlon  In  tho 
o(  CQiiiiclqnti',  Ibey  wero  Dow  qiiUe  reudj  to  forget 
ciuai;  fboold  [cprodace  Ilia  calliutliBia  nblch  gura 


"'''■•T  Ml  lb CTonpv,  then,  round  Bret  of  on  old  apple-lroeor  (woitblclilbeybadpalkd 
^"%  Md  dm;k  (bi!  wLeih.  procnred,  It  must  be  atknawltidgvd.  by  Tarioaa  dLffereut 
■■tol  bol  tiotiah  Ibpj  HUB  not,  ai  perbapt  tbej-  might  bare  done  ondit  olbor  circam- 
MMH,  natlUUj;  rlH  dlitluqolsbed  Ibem  from  miy  other  portf  ot  gajr  Fccocb  Soldlin 
'  ariou dij.~— Juni'  "IIikuikot." 
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John  Watts,  the  second  of  that  name— for  his  father,  by  the 
addition  of  an  "  s,**  changed  his  name  Watt  to  Watts  ;  while  his 
mother's  family  simultaneously  by  dropping  an  "  s"  from  Nicolls 
became  Nicoll — ^was  the  first  of  the  family  bom  in  this  conntay. 
By  position,  property,  marriage,  and  ability,  he  became  one  of  the 
most  influential  citizens  of  his  native  city  and  of  the  colony  pre- 
vious to  the  Revolution,  and  occupied  a  place  in  the  first  rank  of 
the  provincial  leaders.  He  was  a  prominent  member  of  the  General 
Colonial  Assembly,  Chairman  of  several  of  the  most  important 
Conunittees,  Member  of  the  King's  Council  from  1756  until  1782, 
when  the  connections  between  the  Thirteen  Colonies  and  the 
mother  country  was  dissolved.  Had  the  party  with  which  he 
linked  his  fi)rtunes  been  successful,  he  was  destined  to  fill  the 
gubernatorial  chair,  which  had  been  occupied  by  his  brother-in-law, 
the  eminent  James  de  Lancet,  and  by  the  no  less  extraordinary 
Cadwallader  Colden  (grandfather  of  the  wife  of  his  son,  John 
WATrsi  Junior),  one  of  the  "  celebrities  "  of  this  State,  especially 
notable  as  a  physician,  philosopher,  inventor,  historian,  and  magis- 
trate. 

Although  a  consistent  Loyalist — ^for  which  he  suffered  the  confis- 
cation of  his  property  and  died  in  exile  in  Wales — ^he  distinguished 
himself  while  in  office  by  upholding  the  popular  rights,  and  when 
neither  Grovemor,  Lieutenant-Grovernor,  nor  any  other  Member  of 
the  Council  dared,  or  would  do  so,  he  withstood  the  arbitrary  de- 
mands of  the  Earl  of  Loudon,  in  regard  to  billeting  troops  upon 
the  citizens  of  New  York,  and  "spoke  his  mind  in  fistvor  of  the 
people."  Ho  was  one  of  the  original  Founders  and  Trustees,  in 
1754,  of  the  New  York  Society  Library;  in  1760  he  presented  its 
first  clock  to  the  public  Exchange  of  his  native  city ;  and  in  1770 
ho  became  the  first  President  of  the  New  York  City  Hospital 

He  was  a  coadjutor  in  all  the  political  triumphs  of  his  brother-in- 
law,  Lieutenant-Governor  Jam£s  de  Lancet,  "  an  ornament  to  his 
country,"  one  of  the  most  remarkable  men  the  State  has  ever  pro- 
duced, "whose  biography  is  the  history  of  our  Colony,  from  the 
period  he  reached  mjm's  estate  to  the  day  of  his  death.**  Through- 
out his  long  career,  John  Watts  afforded  him  the  cordial  and 
active  8up|>ort  of  bis  energy  and  influence,  and  when  a  sadden 
death  <l<'|)rived  the  Colony  of  de  Lancey's  capacity  for  government, 
ho  ct)niiinuMl  tor  thirteen  years  to  act  in  accordance  with  his  prin- 
ciples and  (^:irry  out  liLs  sagacious  views. 
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Hon,  John  "Watts,  Senior,  married  Anne,  the  second  dntigliter 
of  Stephen  oe  Lancey,  who  immigrated  to  New  York  in  16S6. 
Tbej  were  the  grsyidiiiircnta  of  Brevet  Major^Senitral  Stephen 
Watts  Keakot,  U.  S.  Armv,  and  great-grandparents  of  Major- 
General  Philip  Kearnt,  U.  S,  Volunteers. 

ItoECRT  Watts,  the  eldest  son  of  the  preceding,  married  Ladt 
Uakt.  daogliter  of  William  Alexander,  Earl  of  Sterling,  Mnjor- 
Eteoera]  in  our  Revolutionary  Army.  Tlieir  daughter,  agriiu, 
nanied  lier  (Xjnsia-gerraan,  Joits  Watts  KEAjtffr.  The  son  of 
thi«  latter,  Philip  John  Kearny,  born  and  bred  in  the  State  of 
Sow  York,  was  moi-taliy  wounded  at  Gettysburg,  Major  of  the 
Uti  New  Jersey  Vohuiteers,  having  proved  himself  a  brave  «nd 
ihlo  officer.  His  commission  of  Li(;utenant-Colonel  Lad  been 
lD4de  oat  and  was  ready  for  the  signatni'e  of  the  Governor  of  New 
Jersey,  to  be  issued  to  him  in  case  be  survived.  tJnbappily,  he 
wnlil  not  ralJy  from  the  amputation  of  his  leg.  fmd  died  in  New 
Tork  city,  aged  twenty-one  years,  9th  August,  1863.  His  career 
prOTed  that  be  was  a  worthy  scion  of  that  race  and  name  which 
ud  aheady  given  two  Major-Generals  to  their  eountry. 

SlKMies,  the  second  son  of  the  John  Watts,  first  named,  was  a 
onBiant  officer  in  the  Anglo-American  Army.  Already  at  the  age 
of  twenty-two  he  was  the  Major  of  the  intrepid  batallion  of  Loyal- 
"I*.  knowu  as  the  "  Royal  New  Yorkers,"  or  "  Johnson  Greens," 
'•ii'wl  by  hia  brother-in-law,  Sir  John  Johnson,  son  of  the  famed 
Sr  William  Johnson,  who  was  knighted  and  created  Major-Gen- 
•™i  for  resplendent  service,  more  particularly  for  his  victory  over 
ftotiir,  at  the  head  of  Lake  George,  in  1755.  He  afterwards 
^rtnrod  Fort  Niagara  in  1759.  Sir  John  Johnson  by  Iiia  eon- 
*ientli>us  loyalty  probably  hazarded  more  in  the  cause  of  the 
Ctawa  than  any  other  American.  His  domains,  which  were  con- 
BkhvH,  were  the  fsurest  and  most  extensive  of  any  colonist, 
*Wspt  the  estate  of  Lord  Fairf.vx,  in  Virginia.  After  the 
Ewolution  he  held  the  position  of  Superintendent  General  and 
"i^pt^at  General  of  Indian  Affairs  in  British  North  America, 
Stcniw)  other  high  trusts.  Ilia  wife.  Mart  Watts,  daughter 
<lf  the  first  John  Watts,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  was 
made  a  prisoner  and  con&ned  at  Albany  as  a  bostige  for  the 
gtKxI  conduct  of  her  Imsband.  She  was  one  of  the  most  re- 
zoarkable  women  of  her  day,  as  conspicuous  for  the  power  of  her 
raiod  aa  for  those  other  qualities  which  most  adorn  her  sex,  and  to 
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socb  an  extent  had  she  won  the  affection  and  respect  of  her  hus- 
band s  *'  ^thful  Mohawks,"  that  they  threatened  the  most  terriUe  re- 
prisals in  case  that  she  suffered  the  least  injury.  Her  daughter, 
Catuebine  Maria,  married  Major-General  Bowes,  who  was  killed 
at  the  storming  of  Salamanca.  Before  the  breach  was  rendered 
practicable.  Lord  Wellington  determined  on  an  attempt  at  escalade. 
**  In  this  unfortunate  attack  Major-General  Bowes  and  one  hundred 
and  twenty  men  fell.  The  conduct  of  this  gallant  officer  had  been 
on  all  occasion  conspicuous.  In  leading  on  the  storming  party  he 
received  a  wound,  which  was  no  sooner  dressed  than  he  returned  to 
the  post  of  honor,  and  died  gloriously  in  the  service  of  his  country. 
The  monument  of  a  soldier  can  bear  no  prouder  epitaph  than  the  re- 
cord of  such  &cts." 

Her  eldest  son,  Wiluam  Johnson,  was  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the 
28th  Regiment  of  Foot,  B.  A.     Another  boo,  James,  fell  on  the  same 
occasion  with  his  brother-in-law,  Major-General  Bowes,  and  gal 
lantly  supporting  him,  by  his  side. 

In  1777,  when  St.  Ledger  entered  the  Mohawk  Valley  to  co^yper- 
ate  with  Burgotne,  Stephen  Watts  commanded  the  sixty  picked 
marksmen  who  constituted  the  British  advance-guard,  and  cleared 
the  way  for  the  invading  column.     He  was  second  in  command  at 
the  battle  of  Oriskany,  fought  6th  August,  1777,  near  the  month 
the  creek  bearing  that  name,  between  Rome  and  Utica,  in  this  State. 
It  is  a  mooted  question,  even  not  yet  determined,  whether  Sir  JoHt^* 
Johnson  was  €reneral-in-Chief  in  this  action ;  but  if  he  had  been  so^ 
and  if  his  conduct  had  equalled  the  terrible  resoluteness  of  his  young 
brother-in-law,  the  result  of  the  conflict  would  have  been  still  more 
disastrous  to  the  colonists,  who  lost  their  General  and  half  their 
troops  engaged.    The  two  most  cUstingubhed  officers  on  the  field, 
Major-General  Hakkeimer  and    Major    Watts,  were  both  shot 
Uirough  the  leg.    The  wound  of  the  former  terminated  Bsitally.     The 
latter,  left  for  dead  upon  the  field,  recovered  firom  his  faintnees, 
crawled  to  a  brook  or  creek  to  slake  the  thirst  occasioned  by  hk 
daagorous  wound,  and  was  actually  found  two  or  three  days  all»- 
ward  with  his  log  in  a  shocking  condition  by  some  In^Uan  Bcontai 
and  w)nvoyo(l  to  the  British  camp.     He  lost  his  limb,  but  long  smw 
vivod  tlio  o|H»nition  and  his  exile  in  England. 

Thin  battlo  of  Orlnkuny,  eolobrated  in  history  and  romance,  in 
p»'o«o  aiul  pootry,  was  the  most  bloody,  for  the  numbers  engaged, 
Atid  th<«  inoHt  ()bHtinati»ly  contested  at  the  North  during  the  Revohi- 


BIOGRAPHY  OF  MAJOB-OENEHAL   PHILIP   KEABKT.  21 

uon.     It  was  as  momentous  in  its  cfTecta  as  a  side  iaatie  can  be,  and 
«•  Ich  its  twin-combat  styled,  in  eiTor,  Bennington,  on  tbe  Wal- 
lo<:>in3coicb,  an  alHaent  of  tbe  HudsoD,  m  C/ie  State  of  Ktro  York, 
<2^^<rid«il  tbe  fete  of  Bceootne. 

-AsxE,  the  eldest  daughter  of  tbis  Major  Stephen  Watts,  married 

BtXsLJor  Joinoox,  of  the  British  Army,  cousin  of  Lord  pALMERaxos, 

L^kA-^  Premier  of  England,  and  hia  eldest  sod,  Joun,  was  a  Capl^n 

!-■:»     *be  same  sen-ice.     This  Captain  John  Watts  was  present  at  the 

t»^»«::;ile  of  Bladensbnrg,  at  the  capture  of  Washington,  and  at  New 

d^.i-leana.     lie  was  also  Vice-Go vernor,  or  Depniy  Warden  of  Wal- 

CM:».^sr  Castle,  one  of  tbe  Cinque  Ports,  of  wbich  the  Duke  of  Wei.ltso- 

3s  was   WardeiL      The  "  Iron  Duke "  having  died  at   Walmer 

le,  Captain  John  Watts  had  charge  of  the  remains  of  the 

porld'a  couqneror'a  conqueror,"  and  accompanied  the  body  to  its 

t resting-place,  in  St.  Paula  Catbedi-al,  London.     These  facts,  as 

■^w«?ll  as  those  similar  ones  which  follow,  aro  intcrestiug  to  eliow  how 

**»^-«^  Waits  and  de  Lancet  blood  had  an  affinity  with  the  army. 

"^S-iany  more  curious  connections  of  the  family  of  Watts  conld  be 

»*ot4!d,  but  for  fear  of  tiring  the  reader's  patience  we  will  retiu-n  to 

■ftle  con^deration  of  tbe  db  Iumcky  line,  proper,  which,  in  itselti  la 

al*»lost  sufficient  to  occupy  the  space  which  was  originally  assigned 

■o  this  branch  of  the  subject 

la  France  there   were   two  distinct  species  of  nobility,   the 

iiolilitY  of  tbe  Sword  and  tbe  nobility  of  the  Kobe.     The  former 

*o«n]iied  a  much  higher  rank  in  society  than  the  latter.    Tbe 

^'V'cuU  of  the  last  century  have  coiTected  this  prejudice,  and  except 

**»  tiuiM  of  a  great  wai-,  like  our  civil  wai',  the  aword  yields  to  the 

'■^Ij*  or  toga,     in  Europe  it  is  not  even  yet  so.     The  he  Lakcets 

l>«*lcnged  to  the  ancient  nobility  of  France.     They  were  hereditary 

*oI<Jiera,  and  their  property  "  fief  was  probably  holden  by  tbe  feu 

*"*•  *(Trice  of  tbe  banner  or  lance,  hence  their  surname  de  Lancey.'' 

«     c'loa  in  tbia  gallant  race  died  as  a  Mestre  do  Camp  (t.  e.  Colonel, 

^^'•^ording  to  the  old  French  title,  of  a  cavalry  regiment)  of  the  Life 

***»«r(lB  or  Household  troopa  of  Louis  XW,  at  the  battle  of  Mal- 

P  ***|in,"t,  so  glorious  to  the  Fi'encli  army,  although  compelled  to 

'*'»tlnn   the   field  to  MAituionouGH.       From   this  race  sprang 


Set 


s  i)E  Laxcev,  father  of  Anne,  wife  of  Hon.  John  Watts, 


***<:>r,  hereinbefore  referred  to.     Iler  sister  married  Admiral  Sir 
j^^*'*^*  Waeben,  K,  B.,  who  commanded  the  expedition  that  took 
**i«bnrg,  tbe  key  of  tbe  French  insular  possessions  in  North 


J 
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Arncnea.  Her  brother,  James  de  Lancet,  was  a  Captain,  B.  A., 
Mid  her  ne[>how  wan  Jame8  de  Laxcey,  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the 
iMt  Dragoon  Guards,  13.  A.  Her  brother,  the  great-uncle  of 
Mujor-General  Stephen  Watts  Kearny,  was  Brigadier-General 
Omvku  i>k  Lancey,  of  the  British  Army,  who,  from  his  entrance 
into  niilitury  life,  was  pre-eminent  for  gallantry.  He  commanded 
the)  Now  Vork  Colonial  troops  almost  throughout  his  life.  In  the 
J^Veiu^h  war  of  1756  he  was  a  Colonel,  and  led  the  New  York 
Pi'oviiu'iaU  in  Abkkcrombie  s  campaign,  and  received  for  his  ser- 
vi(H>H  in  this  war  tlio  thanks  of  the  Colonial  Assembly,  equivalent, 
to  our  Legislature. 

His  daughter,  Susan,  married  Lieutenant-General  Sir  Wiujam 
DitAi'KK,  K.  B.,  Kuiglit  of  the  Bath,  of  the  British  Aimy.  Another 
diuighter,  Cuaklotte,  niai-ried  Field-Marshal  Sir  David  Dlndas, 
K.  H.,  Connuander-in-Chief  of  the  British  Army.  Another  daugh- 
\v\\  Anna,  married  Colonel  John  Harris  Cruger,  commandant  of 
his  father  H-in-law,  General  de  Lancey*s,  1st  Battalion.  He  was  the 
gnllnnt  th»fendor  of  Fort  96  in  South  Carolina.  No  Loyalist 
t>fluH»r  piM'fornied  nu>i*o  ros|x)n8ible  or  arduous  duty  with  greater 
ore<lit.  The  (loneral's  sou  and  namesake,  Oliver  de  Lancey,  Jr., 
rose  to  ho  Lioutonaut-(iener:il  in  the  British  Arm  v.  The  famous 
rrin\o  Minister,  Tirr,  the  youngiT,  appointed  him  Barrack-Master 
(uMurul  of  the  Hritish  Empire,  Be  was  also  Colonel  of  the  17th 
I.ig)\t.  1>ragiH>n8,  a  very  high  honor  in  England,  and  in  1796 
MiMuher  of  rarU;uueut«  AVith  him  ended  one  branch  of  this 
glorunis  tiunily. 

Sn  iMiKN,  the  youngt^at  son  of  General  de  Lancet,  Senior,  oom> 
mandiHl  the  l8t  iKittaliou  of  New  York  Volunteers  daring  the 
liovoh)tion«  held  that  rank  in  the  British  Armv,  and  in  1797  was 

m 

(lONornor  of  the  British  Island  of  Tobago  and  its  dependencies. 
Thf}  two  daugl\tors  of  the  latter  married:  Susan,  first.  Colonel 
\Vi\.i  I  vM  •loiiNM^N  ;  iaiwnd,  lioutenant-Generil  Sir  Hudson  Lowe^ 
Knight  iNMuniander  of  the  Rith,  tlM>  i^ovcTnor  of  St.  Helena  during 
KowrvKwV  Aiptivity  tlK*re — the  faithful  serritor  of  his  oountry, 
eahnnniatis)  by  j^rejthluvd  writei^  who  would  not  aft  cot  the 
tnithv  j^>  nobly  \indioa:<\i  in  Wixjji.ot  Fokstth's  Histc«y  of  the 
l\^^^(\>  i;\  of  N  \i\M  vox  At  St.  Helena.   \New  Yoit :  Harper  BroSw, 

ISKnN;     l^;  K^uorvr^  Cv\v^:vl Oinijx  British  Army.     Tlieir 

\Mv;hx  V  w  ,"4*  l^olonc*  S;k  ^V  r.  u  vv  IL^wv  he  Ljlncxt,  ''ibe  excellent 
viuAvtvv.Mjvster-Vix^suTai^"  o::  the  wjdT  of  Welungtos  at  the  battle 
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of  Waterloo,  in  whiuh  he  was  mortally  wounded  "  in  the  middle  of 
lie  action."  He  died  the  death  of  a  hejo.  The  following  is  too  in- 
Iwcistiiiy  to  be  omitted  in  the  life  of  Major-Greneral  PniLir  Keaknt, 
*8  It  re^nrds  a  near  kiusmun  whom  he  grtiatly  resembled  in  mag- 
BUtimouH  ohjiracleristics.  "The  Duke  a  personal  staff,  who  hwd 
■e<i  BO  many  glories  and  dangers  by  the  side  of  their  com- 
wier,  fell  around  him  m  rapid  sncceHsion.  The  Prince  of  Nas- 
one  of  Ilia  aids-de-camp,  received  two  bulls.  The  gall.-mt 
leral  dk  Lakcey  was  struck  with  a  spent  cannon-ball  while  ani- 
'•***i«»g  and  leading  back  to  the  chai'go  a  battalion  of  Hanovemos 
"iio  ixaA  got  into  confusion." 

Herre  permit  the  writer — who  is  of  Hollandish  ot  Dntch  descent, 

■**•    *^ght  proud  of  a  race  which  has  produced  the  best  soldiers 

"**  Halora  on  record,  from  the  daj-a  of  Jci-irs  CjiSAR  and  Piiah- 

^'"*""*a  through  nineteen  centuries  of  nnampaased  patriotiam  and 

"^^"Wn,  down  to  Hassei.t  and  Antwxei'  in  1831-2 — to  make  a  re- 

'^"^'''k-  in  justice  to  Lis  people,  and  put  the  saddle  on  the  i-ight  horse. 

"^judifed  anthors  have  stated  that  the  Dutch  and  Belgian  troops 

('***=»  Quitdd  ondcr  one  crown,  that  of  Holland)  behaved  the  worst 

**aterloo.    The  esact  contrary  was  the  fact.   As  a  general  thing 

**y  diiiplaycd  remarkable  tenacity.     It  was  some  of  the  German 

'^tingcnts  who  behaved  so  badly  in  this  campaign,  and  none  so 

"*s»jjj^Cnl|y  ag  ^  regiment  of  Hanoveriim  cavalry,  the  "Cumber- 

*•>•!    IXussars,"  whose  "dastardly  conduct"  caused  them  to  be 

"*"»0(|Ui'Dlly  disbanded  and  their  Colonel  cashiered.     The  Dutch, 

/^*i«»-CnASSEE,  "  the  bayonet  General, '  who  won  immortal  honor  in 

^^SS  for  his  defence  of  Antwerp  agtiinst  overwhelming  numbers 

^TCDch  and  Belgians,  faced  the  music,  like  the  Dutch  infantry 

p,       -**leurua,  1700,  and  at  Almanza,  1707,  and  did  as  well  aa  any 

^Slish,  not  only  at  Quatre-Bras — a  fight  in  its  relation  to  our 

j^  7^*-*^^ahurg,  equivalent  to   Bci'Drd's  magnificent  stand  on.  Oak 

^^**eei  l»t  Jnly,  1863,  but  in  that— 

"drat  ami  I&stof  Iielils  1  kjag-matdng  viotoijl" 

"  Immortal  Waterloo  1" 

^.^"^^"Wtto  return  to  General  tiELASCEv  "He  excl^mod  as  he  fell, 
— ^'*^*'*ve  me  to  die ;  my  wound  is  mortal ;  attend  (or  look)  to  the 
^^<-«,  and  do  not  waste  that  time  on  me  which  may  be  usefully 
V^T*lnyed  in  assisting  others.'  These  orders  were  too  promptly 
^^^'^i.'ii,  and,  when  on  the  following  morning,  the  bloody  field  was 
"""^ "Versed,  he  was  found  yet  living,  and  to  the  satisfaction  and  joy 
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of  his  friends,  hopes — ^fallacious  ones,  alas! — ^were  entertained  of  his 
» recovery.  He  was  removed  to  the  village  of  Waterloo,  and  Lady 
DE  Lancet,  who  had  anived  at  Brussels  a  week  before  the  battle, 
had  the  sad  consolation  to  attend  her  dying  husband,  who  expired 
six  days  after  the  battle— a  martyr  probably  to  his  generous  dis- 
interestedness." 

His  fate  is  enshrined  in  the  verse  of  Sir  Walter  Scott,  f  xxl  of 
his  poem,  "  The  Field  of  Waterloo :" 

'*  Period  of  honor  as  of  woes, 
What  bright  careers  'twas  thine  to  dose  I— 
Marked  on  thy  roll  of  blood  what  names 
To  Britain's  memorj,  and  to  Fame's, 
Laid  there,  their  last  immortal  claims ! 
Thou  saw'st  in  seas  of  gore  expire 
Bedoobted  Picton's  sool  of  fire— 


Db  Lancet  change  Lovers  bridal  wreath 
For  laurd8frcm  the  hand  of  death — 

Ah  I  though  her  gnardian  angel's  shield 
Fenced  Britain's  hero  through  the  field. 
Fate  not  the  less  her  power  made  known 
Through  his  friend's  hearts  to  pierce  his  own  !** 

The  second  son  of  Stephen  de  Lancet,  Peter  of  the  Mills,  like- 
wise filled  a  conspicuous  place  in  the  early  annals  of  New  York. 
He  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  the  distinguished  Colonial 
Governor,  Cadwallader  Colden,  and  settled  upon  a  large  estate 
known  as  the  "Mills,"  on  the  Bronx  River,  at  West  Farms,  West- 
chester County,  State  of  New  York.  He  became  the  ancestor  of 
that  branch  of  the  family  known  as  the  "  Westchester  de  Lancets.'* 
Peter  de  Lancet  of  the  Mills,  like  all  the  rest  of  his  Loyal  fomily, 
suffered  through  his  fidelity  to  principle 

The  following  beautiful  lines  were  written  by  a  strang^y  an 
Englishman,  who  visited  the  old  de  Lancet  Manor,  in  Westchester 
County,  State  of  New  York,  about  fourteen  miles  fix)m  the  city  of" 
New  York,  expecting  to  find  some  memorials  of  that  gallaiit, 
courtly,  and  eminent  race  still  existing.  But  alas  I  in  the  same 
manner  that  war,  exile,  confiscation  and  death,  had  smitten  and 
scattered  the  proud  owners,  so  had  flood  fire,  and  improvement  (?) 
Liid  waste  or  altered  their  once  ornate  possessions.  A  pine,  tow- 
ering in  its  native  majesty,  alone  survived  to  mark  the  cq[iot  whexa 
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ones  a  floarishing  Loyiil  family  exhibited  its  stately  hospitalities 
or  enjoyed  the  sweets  of  &  home,  the  abode  of  prosperity  and 
ftbility.  A  contrast  bo  marked,  between  the  past  and  present, 
tDoved  even  au  nliea,  aad  in  poetic  nombors  he  recorded  hia  aym- 
psLhy  Mid  chronielcd  the  desolation :" 

"  Where  gcBtle  Bronx,  clear  winding,  flows 

Ilia  ghiutowing  Ih-uiks  lietvuun  ; 

Wlwre  blossoin'il  bell  and  "ildlng  roaa 

A<Ioni  thd  brightest  green  ; 

Memorial  of  the  follea  great, 

He  rich  and  honor'd  line, 

Stfluils  liigh  in  BOlitaiy  atate 

Da  Lahccy'3  ancienl  pine. 

"There,  once  at  early  duwn  arrayed, 

The  rural  sports  to  lead, 

Hie  gallant  master  of  the  glade 

Bedect'd  his  eager  steed  i 
Anil  ones  the  light-foot  ojoidea  come. 

In  loreUness  diTino, 

To  Bcolptnre  with  the  denrcst  name 

Db  Lakcet'S  ancient  pine. 

"And  now  the  stmnget'a  foot  explores 

Db  JJiNCBy's  wiiie  domun, 

And  searce  one  kindred  heart  restores 

Hia  memory  to  the  plun  ; 
And  just  like  oao  in  ngc  alone, 

llie  last  of  all  his  lino 
Bends  sadly  where  the  waters  moau— 
De  LaSCEi's  eadeot  pine. 
"  Oh  neatness  1  o'er  thy  linal  fall, 
The  feeling  heart  ahoold  uionm, 
Ifor  from  De  Lancet's  ancient  HoU 

With  cold  rejoicing  turn  : 
Hot  nol  the gcu'roua  stranger  stays 

When  ovc'fl  calm  glories  shine, 

Ito  ireep—as  tells  of  otiicr  days 

De  Lakcey's  nnoicot  pine." 

Pi:rzE  DE  Lascet's  eldest  daughter,  Alice,  married  Ralph  Izabd, 
of  South  Carolina,  who  shone  as  a  patriot  and  a  statesman  in  our 
Itc f  1)1  ntio nary  struggle.  Their  son,  Georoe,  (aet'down  aa  RAirii, 
Jiuiior,  in  the  family  tree)  Iz.vrd,  rose  in  1814  to  tboriinkof  Major- 
GcnenJ  in  the  United  States  Army,  which  he  entered  aa  Lieuten- 
ant of  the  regiment  of  Artill crista  and  Engineers  in  1704,  This 
gallant  officer  experienced  the  same  fate  in  1814,  which  was  in- 
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tended  for  Taylor  in  1846-7,  and  was  experienced  by  Hooker 
before  Gettysburgh  in  1863.  He  had  just  completed  all  the  pre- 
parations to  which  is  due  the  defeat  of  the  British  at  Plattsburg, 
in  1814,  when  he  was  superseded  by  Macomb,  just  as  Hooker  was 
superseded  by  MeadeI 

Peter's  daughter,  Susanna,  married  Colonel  Thoicas  Barcuit, 
B.  A.  His  son,  James,  was  colonel  of  a  regiment  of  Loyalists,  and 
died  in  exile.  Another  son,  Warren,  displayed  such  gallantry 
when  only  fifteen  years  old,  in  the  battle  of  White  Plains,  1776, 
that  he  was  made  a  Comet  of  the  17th  British  Light  Dragoons  at 
that  early  age. 

Jane,  fourth  daughter  of  Peter  de  Lancet  of  the  Mills,  married 
Hon.  John  Watts,  Junior,  then  Recorder  of  New  York,  afterwards 
founder  of  the  Leake  and  Watts  Orphan  House.  The  bridal  fes- 
tivities at  Union  Hill,  in  the  borough  of  Westchester,  on  the  eve- 
ning of  2d  October,  1775,  were  sufficiently  gay  to  receive  a  con- 
spicuous notice  in  the  "  Gazetteer"  of  the  day.  These  were  the 
grandparents  of  Major-General  Philip  £[earnt.  This  John  Watts 
will  be  referred  to  more  at  length  hereafter. 

Many  others  of  the  family  distinguished  themselves  in  official 
positions,  and  even  some  of  those  who  chose  a  military  career 
may  have  been  omitted  in  this  notice.  Not  a  few  of  their  de- 
scendants served  with  honor  in  th  Union  ranks  during  the  last 
civil  war.  Three  great-grandchildren  of  this  pair,  brothers,  came 
out  of  the  struggle  with  the  U.  S.  brevets  of  Colonel  for  services,  at 
the  age  of  twenty-one,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  at  eighteen,  and  Major, 
at  nineteen. 

That  the  men  of  the  race  whose  blood  flowed  in  the  rems  of 
Major-Generals  Stephen  Watts  Kearnt  and  Phujp  Kearnt  rose 
to  such  high  commands,  speaks  sufficiently  for  their  ability  and  fit- 
ness for  the  profession  which  they  selected  and  in  which  they  shone. 
That  the  women  of  that  same  race  chose  soldiers  for  their  partners, 
testifies  in  what  direction  their  predilections  ran.  Their  children 
were  worthy  of  their  mothers;  those  mothers  ^^ worthy  to  bear 
men." 

Major-General  Pmup  Kearnt  had  a  double  portion  of  this  blood, 
through  his  grandmother  and  great-grandmother. 

Will  any  one  deny  that  his  career  was  worthy  of  the  most 
glorious  of  his  ancestry  t 


CHAPTERII. 

THE  KEABNY  AND  WATTS  FAMILIES  AND  THEIR  CONNECTIONS. 

"  An  ajffcctionate  regard  for  the  memory  of  oar  forefathers  is  nataral  to  the  heart ;  it  la 
an  emotion  totally  distinct  from  pride.  «  «  •  They  are  denied,  it  is  tme,  to 
our  personal  acqnaintance,  bat  the  light  they  shed  during  their  lives  sarrives  within  their 
tomb«s  and  will  reward  oar  search,  if  we  explore  them.  If  the  virtaes  of  strangers  bo  so 
attractive  to  as,  how  infinitely  more  so  should  be  those  of  our  own  kindred ;  and  with 
vhat  additional  energy  should  the  precepts  of  our  parents  influence  us,  when  we  trace  tho 
transmLgijion  of  those  precepts  from  father  to  son  through  successive  generations,  each 
bearing  testimony  of  a  virtuous,  useful,  and  honorable  life  to  their  truth  and  influence." 

Lindsay. 

As  EARLY  as  1716  we  find  a  Kearny  settled  in  Monmouth  county, 
New  Jersey.  He  came  from  L*eland,  and  was  a  man  of  note.  His 
son,  Philip  Keauny,  was  an  eminent  lawyer,  who  died  25th  of  July, 
1775,  a  little  less  than  a  year  before  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 
One  of  his  sons,  Francis,  entered  the  Royal  service,  and  was  a  cap- 
tain in  the  corps  of  Colonel  Beverly  Robinson,  known  as  the  Loyal 
American  Regiment  of  New  York.  In  1782  he  appears  as  a  Major 
in  Allen's  Corps  of  Pennsylvania  Royalists.  He  rose  to  a  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonelcy, went  to  Ireland  after  the  war,  man*ied,  and  would  seem 
to  have  settled  and  died  there.  This  family  were  very  paiticular 
about  the  spelling  of  their  name,  and  if  such  a  thing  were  possible, 
the  Greneral  would  turn  in  his  grave  with  indignation  if  he  knew 
that  his  name  was  written  and  printed  with  two  E's,  K  earn^y  ^ 
instead  of  JT^  amy. 

Phiup  Kearny,  the  son  of  the  first  Philip,  "  removed  to  Newark, 
and  left  children,  whose  descendants  are  set  down  as  living  in  New 
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Tort."  He  was  the  grandfather  of  Brevet  Major-General  Stephejt 
Watts  Kkabitt,  U,  S.  Army,  and  of  Puiuf,  tllo  father  of  Major- 
General  Pinup  Keakxy,  Jr.,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  the  patriot,  marljr, 
and  subject  of  this  biography. 

Stethes  Watts  Keakny  waa  a  student  of  Colombia  College,  in 
the  city  of  New  York,  in  1812,  and  would  hiwe  graduated  in  the 
summer  of  that  year.  As  soon,  however,  as  it  became  a  certainty 
that  war  must  ensue  between  the  Uuiti.'d  Slates  and  Great  Britain, 
he  applied  for  and  obtained  a  commission  in  the  U.  S.  Aimy.  On 
the  12th  of  March,  1812,  while  still  in  his  eighteenth  year,  be  waa 
appointed  from  N'ew  York  1st  Lieutenant  in  the  18th  U-  S.Infan- 
try.  He  distinguished  himself  particularly  in  storming  a  British 
battery,  and  throughout  the  assault  on  Quecnstown  ^eights,  ISth 
October,  1812.  LieutenantJ^olonel  Christie,  commanding  his  regi- 
ment, himself  wounded  in  this  action,  presented  young  Keakxt  with 
his  sword  on  the  field  of  battle  for  the  cool  and  determined  manner 
with  whicli  he  executed  the  command  which  devolved  upon  him.  A 
companion  in  arms  states  that  as  "  1st  Lieutenant  of  Captain  Ogil- 
vie's  company,  he  (S.  W.  K.)  enjoyed,  at  an  early  age,  the  character 
of  high  promise  lus  after  years  developed.  He  was  made  prisoner 
on  thii>  occasion,  and  sent  to  Quebec,"  and  was  long  detained  in  cap- 
tivity. He  became  Captain  in  April,  1813,  Brevet-Major  in  April, 
1823,  and  Major  in  May,  1829.  Upon  the  organization  of  tho  1st 
U,  S.  Dragoons,  he  waa  appointed  their  Lieutenant-Colonel,  4lh 
March,  1833,  and  Colonel,  4th  July,  1836.  OntheSOth  June,  1846, 
he  was  commissioned  Brigadier-General,  was  placed  in  command  of 
the  Army  of  the  West,  and  made  the  conquest  of  tho  Province  of 
New  Mexico.  He  received  the  Brevet  of  Major-General,  Cnilt-d 
States  Army,  for  gallant  and  meritorious  conduct  in  New  Mexico 
and  C.ilifornia,  to  date  from  the  battle  of  San  Fascnal,  6th  Decem- 
ber, 1846,  in  which  he  waa  twice  woimdcd.  He  commanded  tho 
combined  force,  consisting  of  detachments  of  sailors  and  of  marines 
and  of  dragoons,  in  the  battles  of  San  Gabriel  and  Plains  of  Mesa, 
8th  and  9lb  of  January,  1847,  and  was  Governor  of  California  from 
the  dat«  of  his  proclamation,  lat  March,  1847,  down  to  June  of  the 
same  year.  On  the  31st  October,  1848,  he  fell  a  victim  at  Vera 
Cruz  to  illness  contracted  in  the  course  of  liis  arduous  service  dming 
the  Mcxicm  war.  Like  his  nephew,  Major-General  Pmijp  KcAitm', 
be  died  for  his  country. 

The  General's  brother,  Archibald  Kennedi  KEABNy,  who  died 
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let  July,  1868,  in  New  York  city,  aged  83,  was  a  Deiiteoftnt  in  tUa 
U.  S.  Navy  daring  tho  war  of  1812,  '15.  He  commanded  a  dlviBioQ 
of  ganboats  stationed  in  the  Lower  Bay  for  the  protection  of  New 
York  harbor. 

Commodore  Laivtiesce  Ke.vrnt,  U.  S.  Navy,  was  a  second  cousin 
of  the  preceding  and  tMrd  cousin  of  bis  nephew,  Major-General 
Phtlip  Keaknt. 

PHILIP  KEARNY,  the  subject  of  this  biographical  akotoh,  who 
fell  a  Division  Commander  at  Chantilly,  1st  September,  1862,  was 
born,  according  to  the  majority  of  accounts,  the  2d  of  June,  1815 — 
his  brotUer-in-law,  whose  irife,  Susan  Keakny,  had  the  Family  Bible, 
eaj-s  the  Ist  Jiuie,  1814,  wiiich  collateral  oii'cumstances -would  go  to 
prove  was  the  correct  date — at  No.  3  Broadway,  in  the  First  Ward 
of  the  city  of  New  York,  which,  together  with  the  adjoining  building, 
Na  1,  was  formerly  owned  by  his  great  uncle,  Hon.  Archibald 
Kdikedt,  then  Captiin,  B.  N.,  who  married  Miss  Ajose  Wattsj 
(ddest  sister  of  Hon  John  Watts,  Jr.,  who  purchased,  in  1792,  sub- 
soqueiilly  lived  and  died  in  No.  8. 

No.  1  Broadway  was  built  by  this  Captain  Kennedy,  and  stood 
next  to  the  glacis  of  Fort  George.  It  was  an  elegant  raanaloo,  and 
only  rivaled  by  one  other  in  the  city,  that  of  Hon.  Wiluam  Wal- 
ton, Esq.,  in  Queen  Sti-eet,  now  Franklin  Square,  who  married 
MAttu  DE  Lakcey,  niece  of  the  first  John  Watts  and  cousin  of  the 
neconil.  Mr.  Wai-ton's  affluence,  and  generous  entertainment  of  the 
British  officers,  led  to  the  taxation  of  the  colonies,  and  eventually  to 
the  Revolution.  'While  the  British  held  New  York,  the  first  story 
of  No,  3  served  as  a  Post  Office,  the  slits  remaining  evident  in  the 
doors  down  to  183G.  The  company-rooms,  lofty  and  spacious,  were 
in  the  second  story.  When  public  entertainments  were  ^ven,  these 
latter  were  connected  with  the  grand  apartments  in  No.  1  by  a  st^- 
oase  and  bridge.  These  two  biiiUinga  were  among  the  very  few 
that  escaped  the  great  fires  of  177C  and  1778, 

Hon,  Jous  Watts,  Junior,  maternal  giandfather  of  Major-Gen- 
ernl  Philip  Kearnt,  was  a  man  more  eonobled  by  his  generosity 
and  benevolence  than  he  could  have  been  by  any  hereditary  titles  or 
honors.  He  founded  and  endowed  the  Leake  and  Watts'  Orphan 
House,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  one  of  the  noblest  and  purest  acta 
of  benevolence,  taking  into  consideration  all  the  facts  connected  with 
ha  endowment,  in  the  whole  list  of  our  country's  elemosynary  insti- 
tutions.   In  regard  to  this,  a  reader  will  pardon  the  quotation  from 
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a  Speech,  at  one  of  the  Anniversary  Meetings :  "  There  is  yet  another 
whose  name  we  are  accostomed  to  associate  with  that  of  John  G. 
Lkake,  and  who  deserves  no  less  oar  admiration  and  our  gratitude. 
Had  he  been  less  magnanimous,  less  generous  than  he  was,  this 
happy  home,  these  invaluable  privileges,  would  not  have  been  ours. 
Through  an  informality  in  the  will,  the  money  devoted  to  the  erec- 
tion and  support  of  this  institution  might  have  become  the  property 
of  JoiiN  Watts.  His  it  was  by  inheritance  and  undisputed  right 
But  he  was  one  of  those  men  whose  heart  extent  of  riches  cannot 
narrow  or  degrade — ^who  retain,  amid  the  luxuries  and  opulence  of 
fashionable  life,  noble  and  generous  influences.  He  knew  that  hia 
claim  to  this  property  was  uncontested ;  yet  without  reluctance,  he 
yielded  it  to  fulfil  the  benevolent  intentions  of  its  donor.  Leake 
and  Watts — their  names  are  fitly  associated,  and  worthy  of  being 
transmitted  to  the  latest  posterity.  The  rare  benevolence  of  the 
one,  the  stern  integrity  of  the  other,  are  qualities  which  the  Philan- 
thropist and  Christian  wiU  delight  to  contemplate,  and  which  all  will 
unite  to  admire.  They  stand  out  in  prominent  relief,  in  a  depraved 
and  sordid  age,  in  evidence  that  there  are  always  spirits  wbidi 
delight  to  bless  and  improve  their  race." 

This  Orphan  House  is  at  once  a  magnificent  monument  to  Johk 
Watts,  the  actual  donor  of  its  funds,  and — ^through  the  designation 
he  modestly  and  honorably  gave  it,  sharing  the  honor  by  pladng  his 
own  name  second  to  that  of  anothers  in  the  title — a  memorial  of  his 
bosom  Mend  and  connection,  from  whom  the  money  was  ori^nally 
derived.  It  is  also  a  witness  of  Mr.  Watts'  sorrows,  since  the  pro- 
perty came  to  him  through  his  finest  son,  Robert,  who  scarcely 
lived  long  enough  to  acquire  legal  possession  of  it,  and  died  before 
he  had  the  opportunity  of  enjoying  this  magnificent  bequest  of  the 
brother-in-law  of  his  great-aunt,  Mabgabet  Watts  (married  to 
Major  Robert  Wiluam  Leake*  of  the  British  Army),  and  the  friend 
and  fellow  student  of  his  father. 

This  Mr.  Watts  was  a  man  as  remarkable  for  his  manly  charac- 
ter as  for  his  generosity.  He  was  full  of  '^  saving,  common-sense,** 
*'  that  most  uncommon  kind  of  sense."    In  his  fSunous  '^  Thoughts," 

*  KoBBBT  LsAKB,  the  father  of  Major  Robsbt  Williax  Liakb,  was  on  oflloer  who 
had  seen  much  and  yariod  service.  He  was  wonnded  and  maimed  in  the  battle  of  Dettin. 
gen,  in  174S,  where  his  horse  was  shot  under  him,  and  he  was  engaged  at  CnUoden,  on  tho 
Royal  »Ide,  in  17«t6.  Dis  loyalty  was  rewarded  with  the  post  of  Commissaiy-General  to 
the  forces  in  North  America,  and  in  1757  he  was  acting  as  Commissary  General  to  tte 
army  commanded  by  the  ill-fated  Braddock. 
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Pascal,  the  deepest  of  thinkDrs,  and  acatcst  of  mathomatiool  reiu 
fltiners,  whose  scientific  development  of  the  proofs  of  Chi'iatianity, 
or  mther  tlie  deuionatration  of  its  tmthB,  is  marvelous  in  its  cloar- 
t>c3s  and  reeultiveiiess,  dedarea  "coiuinon  sense  is  siiperior  to 
gonins."  Besides  being  posaeesed  of  fliioh  admirable  judgment,  he 
wns  u  man  of  iron  will,  and,  with  his  keen  activity  of  mind  and  body, 
oat  of  place  under  the  new  order  of  things,  since  he  could  not  fltoop 
U»  court  popularity,  ns  public  men  ai-e  compelled  to  cringe  and  bow 
to  obtnin  it  in  these  days.  Nevertheless,  although  he  shrunk  from 
<iffice,  he  was  culled  upon  to  fill  several  positions  of  dignity  and  im- 
Vortance. 

He  was  the  last  Royal  Recorder  of  the  city  of  New  York  j  was 
kUetnber  of  Congress  in  1793-'5  ;  was  thrice  tmanimously  elected 
%ieaker  of  the  14th,  loth,  and  16th  Sessions  of  the  Kew  York 
L^liiture — Jannsry,  1V91,  January,  1792,  and  November,  1792 
— aod  was  Judge  of  Westchester  county,  1802-8,  etc.  Disgusted 
il  tlio  ineiiaures  resorted  to  by  his  political  opponent* — measures 
foMided  on  hereditary  antagonism  which  has  outlived  the  com- 
petitors— he  withdrew  from  public  life,  as  he  deemed  no  position 
worthy  an  honest  man's  efforts  which  compelled  him  to  pander  to 
tbo  meanest  prejudices  of  the  mob  to  win  their  votes.  Thencefor- 
ward his  attention  was  devoted  to  the  care  of  his  large  estate  and 
the  Ttxl  interests  confiiled  to  him. 

TooDg  Philip  Ke.vi^t  inherited  a  great  many  of  the  peculiiiri- 
bes  of  his  grandiather,  his  generosity,  energy,  determination,  love 
of  Iiorsea,  and  wonderful  horsemanship,  for  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
mvva,  when  most  old  men  are  incapable  of  any  exertion,  Hon. 
John  Watts  was  not  only  a  splendid,  but  a  venturesome,  rider. 
Upon  one  occasion  a  hoi-se-dealer  brought  him  an  animal  to  try, 
irhioti  turned  out  to  be  a  violent  and  unbroken  colt^  which  spraog 
into  the  air,  rearing  and  plunging  as  soon  as  Mr.  Watts  was  in  the 
■addle  Tlu-ough  all  its  struggles  he  sat  unmoved,  and  when  the 
aaimul  had  become  qnie^  (Amounted  aa  calmly  as  if  nothing  hod 
oocarr^ 

When  a  boy,  young  Pun.  Ke.\r\t^  was  a  rockless  rider  and  a 
pcrfrct  horse-killer.  He  rode  just  as  fearlessly  over  the  worst  as 
OVifr  the  beat  roads.  Upon  one  occasion,  often  adverted  to  in  the 
fitmily,  while  quite  a  little  chap,  eight  or  nine  years  old,  lie  fi-ighu 
ened  his  father  almost  to  death,  gjillopmg  his  horse  furiously  for 
milua  over  ao  old  corduroy  road  full  of  holes  and  mequalities.     It 
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must  have  been  an  extraordinary  feat  and  escape,  since  it  was 
often  referred  to  by  men  who  were  too  bold  riders  themgelres  to 
dwell  upon  anything  wluch  was  not  aometldng  astonishing  in  its 
display  of  daring. 

Ncitlicr  Philip  Keabky,  father  nor  aon,  were  residents  or  citizcne 
of  New  Jersey,  in  the  strict  sense  of  the  word.  The  father  inherited 
a  country  house  neai'  Newark,  but  his  home  was  in  New  York. 
About  the  year  1820  he  had  a  house  at  Greenwich,  on  the  North 
River,  about  the  foot  of  the  present  West  Twentieth  street  Gen- 
era] Keakny's  mother,  Scsan  Watts,  at  that  time,  was  in  very  deli- 
cate health.  She  was  a  lovely  character,  and  a  charming,  bandeome 
woman.  She  died  while  the  General  was  still  quite  young.  About 
1827,  Piuup  Kearsy,  Senior,  lived  on  the  east  aide  of  Broadway, 
nearly  opposite  to  Morris  street,  then  called  LitUe  Beaver  Street  or 
Beaver  Lane.  Hia  nephew,  who  furnishes  the  Cicts,  thinks  that 
Mrs.  KsAiiNY  died  here,  but  she  must  have  died  long  before  this, 
for  the  writer,  who  can  recall  facta  and  faces  farther  back  than  that 
date,  has  no  recollection  of  her.* 

At  one  time  it  is  likely  the  Kearny  family  bved  in  Greenwich 
Btreet,  just  in  the  rear  of  No.  3  Broadway,  doubtleKS  on  made  lots, 
part  of  the  river  front  belonging  to  the  Watts'  property,  whose 
garden  extended  originally  to  the  river.  In  fact,  tbe  waves  at  high 
tide  and  dui'iog  a  storm  broke  over  an  extension  of  tlie  back  piazza, 
thrust  out  to  the  west  like  the  stem  of  a  ±,  iiboul  midway  tbe 
present  block,  between  Broadway  and  Greenwich  streets. 

While  Phil  Kearky  was  still  in  college,  hia  grandfather,  seeing 
his  inclination  for  the  army,  offered  to  secure  to  him  $1,500  a  year, 
a  very  handsome  allowance  in  those  days  for  a  young  man,  if  he 
would  Htudy  for  the  ministry.  "  Blr.  Watts  thought  the  ministers 
bad  a  good,  safe  time,"  and  as  he  had  lost  all  hia  sons,  he  did  not 
wish  the  eldest  of  hia  only  two  gi'andsons  to  be  exposed  to  the  vicia- 
flitudes  of  a  career  which  had  cost  him  the  most  brUliant  of  bis  own 
sons,  George.  Piiii.  Ke.vrjjx  declined  bis  grandfather's  liberal 
offer,  and  as  he  was  compelled  to  choose  a  civil  profession,  selected, 
much  ag^nst  his  will,  the  I^aw,  and  fulfilled  the  uanal  course  in  the 
office  of  the  Hon,  Peter  Acgcstus  Jat. 

Thus,  it  will  be  aeen,  that  one  of  the  most  dashing  officers  that 
ever  lived  came  very  near  being  made  a  clergyman.    The  same 
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tiling  occorred  witli  regard  to  Hookeb,  who  was  destined  by  Iiia 
fitlier  for  the  Church.  A  gtrange  comcidence  that  "  Fighting  Joe"" 
u>d  "Fighting  Pril"  soldiers  born,  generals  by  instinct,  com- 
mi&ndcrs  of  rival  divisions  in  the  Hame  corps,  narrowly  escaped  an 
e^«3iiange  of  the  nniform  of  the  army  for  the  robes  of  tlie  Church- 
nuiunt.  UooKER  often  aUudea  with  humor  to  the  overthrow  of 
bia  fjiLlicr's  cherished  plans,  when  he  received  his  appoiutment  as  a 
Cax«]ei  to  prepnre  himself  for  the  saddle  instead  of  the  palpit; 

Eaving  alluded  to  George  Watts,  this  would  seem  to  be  an 
■ppropriatc  place  for  presenting  a  sketch  of  this  distinguished 
officer,  who  was  a  perfect  type  in  everything,  foim,  feature,  dispo- 
sition, mind  and  service,  of  his  nephew,  General  Philip  Kearkt, 
Uke  him  destined  a  generation  afterwards  to  fill  his  place  as  Aid  to 
General  Scott,  and  serve  with  him  in  another  war  equuUy  glorious 
to  both. 

On  the  18tb  March,  1813,  he  waa  appointed  from  New  York 
Tliird  lieutenant  of  the  1st  U-  S.  Light  Dragoons,  and  promoted 
(o  a  Second  Lieuten.oncy  13th  August,  the  same  year.  Shoitly 
aAcrwards  General  Scorr  selected  him  as  au  ald-de-camp,  and  as 
fueh  he  acted  in  the  campaign  of  1614.  He  was  breveted  Fust 
Lienlenant  for  "gallantry  and  distinguished  ser\-{ce  in  the  battle  of 
CfaEppiiwa,  Sth  July,  I8I4,  and  for  distinguished  service  in  Brown's 
Softio  from  Fort  Erie."  When  the  cavalry  vras  reduced  after  the 
war,  ho  was  reUuded,  May,  1815,  in  the  1st  UnitcKi  States  Inl'anlry, 
bat  being  a  "  horacback-man  "  by  nature,  be  could  not  stand  tha 
pedestrian  service,  and  resigned  the  IStli  January,  1816. 

The  fo!lo«-!ng  conversation,  had  with  LicutcnanuGenoral  Scott 
lS(h  April,  1865,  taken  down  at  tbc  time,  afterwards  submitted  to 
luul  approved  by  him,  is  all«uffiaenl  testimony  of  that  distinguished 
Generals  estimate  of  liis  two  aidsJe-camp,  uncle  and  nephew,  who 
not  only  looked  nlike,  but  were  alike  in  every  quality  which  makes 
and  adortti  n  eoldicr : 

"iJeittcnant  Gi:oaaE  Watts,  of  the  United  States  Dragoons, 
UajoT,  by  courtesy,  was  my  aid-de-camp  during  the  campaign  of 
J814.  Ho  was  of  a  very  affectionate  natme,  and  a  very  brava 
man — it  might  be  said  the  bravest  of  tlie  brave.  Ho  looked  very 
like  Pinur  Ke.\rsy,  his  nephew,  likewise,  subsequently,  my  uid-ile- 
puup.  If  one  man  Is  more  brave  than  another,  Pmup  Keailnt  was 
that  man.     He  was  the  bravest  man  I  ever  knew,  and  a  perfect 
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"Lieutenant  George  Watts,  my  Aid,  anved  my  life  on  the 
morning  before  the  battle  of  Chippewa  Tlie  fircumBtances  sre 
as  foUowa;  At  the  mouth  of  Street's  Creek,  which  empties 
into  .the  Niagara  River,  immediately  adjacent  to  the  battl^Beld 
of  JtJy  5tli,  stood  a  house  occupied  by  a  Mrs.  Street.  As  there 
were  no  males  belon^Dg  to  bur  family,  she  had  applied  to  me 
for  protection,  and  I  bad  ^ven  her  a  safe-giiard,  wliich  waa 
perfectly,  respected,  and  she  made  money  by  aelling  milk  and  differ- 
ent articles  to  the  American  troops.  She  invited  me  to  breakfast 
with  her,  and  I  accepted  the  in^nUtion.  I  had  juet  prepared  my 
first  cup  of  coffee,  and  was  about  to  raise  it  to  my  mouth,  when  I 
experienced  the  tnilh  of  the  proverb,  that '  There  is  many  a  alip 
'twixt  the  cup  and  the  Up."  My  Aid,  George  Watts,  perspiring 
very  freely,  had  risen  from  the  table  aud  stepped  acrosa  the  room 
to  another  table,  near  the  window,  to  get  hia  pocke1>handkercluef 
out  of  his  dragoon  helmet,  or  casque,  which  he  bad  pre\-ioua]y 
placed  there.  My  cocked-hat  Lay  upon  the  same  table,  and  I  lost  it 
in  consequence.  Looking  out  pf  the  window,  be  turned  to  me  and 
said,  quietly  bnt  aignificantly,  '  In  three  minutes  the  house  will  bo 
BnrrouQded  by  Indians.'  I  set  down  my  nntaated  coffee,  rushed 
from  the  room,  cleared  the  piazza  and  steps  with  one  bound,  and 
ran  'like  a  man'  for  the  bridge  which  communicated  with  our  own 
aide  of  the  stream.  Thus,  GEOitait  Wirrs,  by  his  promptness,  saved 
my  life,  for  the  whole  thing  had  been  arrauged  by  Mrs.  Street  with 
the  intention  of  mm-dering  and  scalping  me.  She  bad  ^ven  the 
Bignal  by  waving  something  from  the  bouse  as  soon  as  we  bad  eat 
down  to  breakfast 

"The  same  night  ailer  my  victory  at  Chippewa,  I  made  Mra. 
Street's  bouse  our  hospital,  and  its  rooms  and  tiie  court-yard,  in 
which  I  bad  caused  tenta  to  be  pitched,  were  filled  with  our  wounded. 
When  I  visited  the  house  I  found  the  treacherous  woman  and  ber 
daughter,  a  very  pretty  person,  engaged  in  attending  to  the  wanta 
of  the  wounded  British  officers  in  the  second  story.  I  saw  the  lat- 
ter carrying  refreshments  to  a  wounded  British  officer  to  whom  Ae 
was  engaged  to  be  married.  As  she  had  been  moving  through  the 
rooms  filled  with  blood  from  injuries  and  amputations,  her  dress  wa8 
completely  drenched  to  the  knee.  Both  mother  and  dau^ter 
avoided  catcliing  my  eye,  and  I  avoided  any  attempt  to  make  them 
catch  mine  ;  for  they  were  women,  and,  as  such,  I  could  not  feel  rea- 
geance,  although  they  bad  attempted  to  compass  my  death.     As  I 
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Kiid  before,    upon   this   occasion   I  owed   my  life  to  Lienl^iiant 
Waits." 

That  affectionate  remembrance  of  his  aids  bad  not  warped  liis 
judoinent  in  after  years  is  proved  bytiie  extract  of  a  letter  from  .him 
to  General  Brown,  dated  Queenstown,  Upper  Canada,  15th  July 
1814.  ' 


"I  cannot  close  this  accouat  of  meritorious  conduct  without  men 
doniiig  tlie  great  services  rendered  me  by  those  two  gallant  young 
mHIkts,  Lieatenants  Wokth  and  Watts,  my  aids.  There  was  no 
danger  they  did  not  cheerfully  encounter  in  commuiiicjiting-  my 
c^lerg,  imd  by  tbeir  zeal  and  intrepidity  won  the  admiradon,  as  they 
luulbufore  the  esteem,  of  the  whole  brigade.  They  both  rendered 
Mentiol  KTvices  at  critical  moments  by  assisting  the  commandantB 
of  oorpa  in  forming  the  troops  under  cu-cumstances  which  precluded 
liiB  voice  from  being  heard.  Their  conduct  has  been  handsomely 
Mtnowledged  by  the  officers  of  the  line,  who  have  joined  in  requcBt- 
iag  that  it  might  be  particularly  noticed. 


(Signed) 


W.  Scott." 


His  opinion  of  Keaent  has  been  t<x>  often  expressed  in  official 
reports,  conversation  and  letters,  to  need  any  repc-titioa  hero. 

RonEiiT  Watts,  tlie  eldest  brother,  living,  of  Geobgb,  the  dra- 
goon, entered  the  United  States  Aimy  31st  July,  1813,  as  Captain 
iti  U*e  4l8t  Reg^ent  of  Infantry ;  but  none  of  tlie  family  seem  to 
lisve  lAkcn  kindly  to  foot  service,  and  he  resigned  in  the  same  year. 
He  was  afterwards  a  Major  of  Volunteer  Cavaliy  during  the  wai  of 
1812-15.  Thrown  from  his  horse  in  the  execution  of  a  rapid  move- 
mcDti  lu8  whole  command  m  column  rode  over  him  at  speed,  yet, 
VtrsngB  to  say,  when  picked  up  not  a  horse's  hoof  had  touched  him. 
GeDCfsl  Scott  spoke  of  h'">  as  a  remarkably  handsome  man.  He 
ja  still  remembered  by  hia  cotempioraries  aa  the  handsomest  man  of 
a  day  in  the  city  of  New  Tork;  and  one  who  had  the  opportunity 
to  koow  him  by  long  experience,  declared  that  he  possessed  a  per- 
fect temper,  like  his  aunt,  Lady  Mart  (Watts)  Johnsok,  whose 
pbgrftil  bomor  exhilarated  the  whole  household." 


CHAPTER    IIL 

THE  SPRINGTIDE  OF  YOUTH. 

<*  SometimeB  forgotten  things,  long  cuX  behind* 
Bosh  forward  on  the  brain  and  come  to  mind***— DaiiiMU 

"  He  was  a  lovely  yonth,— I  gnesa 
The  panther  in  the  wildemeaa 

Was  not  so  fair  as  ho  T— Wobdswobtil  ] 

**  When  a  yoonker  up  I  grow, 
Saw  one  day  a  grand  review, 
Ck>lorB  flying,  9et  me  dying 
To  embark  in  life  so  new/*— Old  Soko. 

Wnn^B  the  Eeabnt  family  lived  in  Broadway  opposite  Morris 
street^  young  Phil  Keabny  was  a  pupil  at  IJfford's  school,  on  the 
west  side  of  Broadway,  on  the  comer  of  Cedar  street.  At  that 
time  he  was  very  fond  of  drawing  pictures  of  soldiers  and  designs 
of  armies  on  his  slate.  Sometimes  he  condescended  to  earicatorea 
of  Mr.  Ufford  and  his  school-fellows.  He  always  had  a  great  talent 
for  drawing,  and  sometimes  he  drew  well,  that  is,  whatever  was 
connected  with  military  matters  or  horses.  Some  of  his  sketches 
of  soldiers  possessed  considerable  merit.  If  memory  serves,  he 
produced  equestrian  groups  which  were  sph-ited. 

Philip  Keabny  was  never  a  very  strong  or  robust  boy,  nor  g^ven 
to  any  violent  exercise,  except  riding  on  horseback.  In  the  sad- 
dle he  made  up  for  his  ordinary  quietness  of  demeanor.  When* 
ever  he  could  get  a  horse  he  rode  furiously,  in  fact  he  was  a  rego- 
lar.  horse-killer. 

What  he  was  in  early  years  is  clearly  depicted  in  a  letter  of  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Ogh^t,  who  officiated  with  so  much  eloquence  and  feel* 
ing  at  the  floral  decoration  of  his  grave,  in  Trinity  phurchyardy 
New  York  city,  by  the  members  of  Post  Phil  E[eabny,  No.  8, 
O.  A.  R,  of  the  Department  of  New  York,  on  Sunday,  Ist  Jnne^ 
1868 : 

« In  my  boyhood  we  were  neighbors,  and,  at  times,  playmates. 
My  recollection  of  him  is  that  of  a  mild  and  gentle  boy,  whose 

86 
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dtrk  eye  waa  diatingiiishcd  rntlier  for  Boflneas  thoD  for  that  fiitj 
wfcioh  kioJled  it  in  later  lile.  I  remember,  when  I  heard  of  his 
coiisjiicaoos  gallantry  in  the  Mexican  war,  I  was  astonished,  and 
nJd  to  myself,  'Can  this  be  the  gentle  boy  of  niy  early  remem- 
brance f  I  neTCr  met  him  afterwards  until  we  were  brought  to- 
getlier  by  the  hand  of  death.  In  the  midst  of  the  war  he  came 
from  the  thiekeat  of  the  fight  to  bnry  a  child  who  had  been  Btrick- 
en  down  in  the  apparent  security  of  a  peaceful  home.  Such  is  our 
mortal  life !  I  ofhciated  at  the  funeral  of  the  child,  over  the  same 
grave  upon  which  the  flowers  were  so  soon  strewn  upon  the  dual 
aud  tabtsi  of  the  fatbei*." 

At  II  Uter  dale  ho  was  sent  to  Round  Hill  School,  at  North- 
amptoo,  Mass.,  the  noted  institution  kept  by  Dr.  Joseph  G,  Coosifell, 
sftenrards  the  world-wide  known  Sujierintendent  and  Organizer  of 
the  Astor  Library,  and  Mr.  Geokbe  Bancroft,  now  Minister  from 
lie  United  States  to  the  North  German  Confederatiori,  the  Ameri- 
can lustorical  writer.     Dr.  Coqswei.l  seems  to  recollect  him  well 
wiiile  Qiider  hia  charge.    "  In  answer  to  your  inqnirioa  about  Major- 
General  Philip  Kearst,  while  a  youth  at  Round  Hill  School,"  he 
i^Iie*,  "  I  can  only  say  that  be  then  evinced  none  of  the  military 
qiirit  which  in  after  life  marked  his  career  with  atich  a  hido  of 
^lory.    He  was  remarkable  for  his  gentle  and  amiable  character, 
fais  great  docility,  faithful  obscrvauce  of  the  school  regulations  and 
for  his  devotion  to  his  studios.     Uo  took,  high  rank  as  a  scholar, 
Bad  was  greatly  beloved  as  a  pupil.    When  the  school  was  opened  at 
Cold  Swing  by  Dr.  Beck  and  Mr.  Watson,  and  he  left  Round  Hill 
and  became  a  pupil  of  it,  it  may  be  that  a  military  spirit  wag 
already  stirring  within  him,  and  on  that  account  he  wished  to  be  near 
"Weat  Point  !*  or  that,  being  so  near  that  great  mu-sery  of  military 
beroet,  be  there  caught  the  spii'it  which  became  his  jiaasioTi  and 
nude  him  one  of  the  bravest  and  greatest  of  our  gi'and  cap- 
taiiM." 

Al  the  suggestion  of  Dr.  Joseph  G.  Coaaw£Ll.,  certain  qaestions  were  ad- 
draeed  to  ilie  lierarcDd  JoaM  Leb  Watson  id  regnrd  to  ihe  sfbool-boj'  caroer 
of  CoMnl  Keabst  after  he  left  Round  Illll,  tioribamptoa,  hlitsa.  To  liie 
f[\fi4rr^  of  tlut  geotloaan  is  due  tbo  foUouint;  HtntomeDt,  niiich  ia  very  iDterest- 
(■K,  altlMi^  Hi.  Watso.v  fulls  iato  a  ^'cucrai  error  in  regard  to  Ekabxi'B 
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ever  haying  been  a  cadet.*  Keabny  was  placed  at  the  Fhilipetown  sdiool  in 
May,  1830.  He  entered  Colombia  College  as  a  Sophomore,  in  the  fall  of  that 
year. 

It  is  reasonable  to  suppose  the  latent  military  element  in  Kearny'b  stmctare 
yna  kindled  by  the  ^  blare  of  bnglo  and  roll  of  drugi  '*  from  across  the  river, 
just  as  the  same  martial  notes  rouse  up  the  Cadets  to  their  daily  routine  of  drill 
and  study.  Doubtless  his  martial  instincts  responded  to  the  clazion'a  call,  just 
as  Abthub's  '*  war-horse  neighed  as  at  a  friend's  voice/'  when 

**  Far  off  a  solitary  trumpet  blew." 

This  and  no  more.  Thus  much  justice  must  concede,  and  truth  then  refuses  to 
allow  any  more.  It  is  much  more  reasonable  to  believe  that  General  SCX>TT  and 
the  other  officers  visiting  the  Philipstown  school,  attracted  by  his  family  resem- 
blance, spoke  to  E^EABNT  of  those  gallant  spirits  of  his  race  who  had  shone  or  still 
were  shining  in  arms,  whereupon  feelings  kindred  to  theirs  awoke  to  life  in  the  boy's 
mind,  feelings  like  germs  buried  in  the  earth,  which  only  required  accident  and 
light  to  germinate,  grow,  flower,  and  fruit  in  great  deeds. 

Philip  Kbabny  came  to  our  school  at  Philipstown,  in  the  Highlands,  in  May, 
1830,  with  the  intention  of  preparing  himself  for  admission  to  Columbia  College^ 
New  York,  in  conformity  with  the  wishes  of  his  friends.  For  a  time  be  porsoed 
his  classical  studies  with  great  diligence,  and  gave  much  encouragement  as  to  his 
future  progress.  But  it  soon  became  evident  that  all  his  own  inclinations  tended 
towards  a  military  education.  The  Academy  at  West  Point,  with  all  its  animat- 
ing sights  and  sounds,  was  constantly  l)efore  his  eyes ;  several  of  his  8chool-M- 
lows  were  preparing  for  examination  as  Cadets ;  an  officer  of  the  Academy  came 
over  every  day  to  instruct  our  pupils  in  Mathematics ;  there  was  considerable  in- 
tercourse between  the  officers  of  the  Academy  and  ourselves,  and  also  between  tiie 
pupils  who  had  relatives  on  either  side ;  and,  besides  that.  Colonel  TUATEB  and 
Qeneral  Scott,  both  of  whom  hod  relatives  under  our  care,  visited  our  adiodl  at 
stated  periods.  All  these  circumstances  combined  to  fill  the  mind  of.  Keabnt 
with  a  strong  desire,  or  rather  with  a  perfect  passion  for  a  military  education; 
and  at  last  he  came  and  told  us  that  "he  could  not  see  his  way  to  study  for 
College  any  longer ;  that  he  never  should  be  good  for  anything  unless  be  went 
to  West  Point,  and  that  he  would  thank  us  vexy  much  if  we  would  inform  bis 
friends  of  the  state  of  the  case."  Accordingly  we  advised  his  friends  that  it« 
would  not  be  wise  or  prudent  to  thwart  his  inclinations. 

During  the  short  time  that  Keabny  was  with  us  we  became  very  much 
tached  to  him.  In  his  conduct  and  character  as  a  boy,  the  often-quoted  line 
WORDSWOBTH  socms  peculiarly  to  apply  to  him,  ^^llie  boy  was  &ther  to  Uia» 
man."  Such  as  he  was  with  us  and  among  his  schoolmates,  he  oontinned  to  be 
after  life  In  his  brilliant  career  as  an  officer  of  our  gallant  army.  He  was  bol». 
and  daring  even  to  recklessness ;  fond  of  all  manly  sports ;  the  best  gymnast  i 
the  school ;   an  excellent  horseman,  and  an  indefatigable  pedestrian.    He 

*  **  Wbt  FonvT,  July  29th,  1868— Oonoral  Keaxstt  never  was  at  Weft  Point  as  a  cadet   I  ha*- 
bad  the  record  of  thoee  who  have  reported  here  examined.     This  is  a  comidete  record.  I 
positive  ho  never  was  here.'*  A.  B.  W^  Brtv,  Mof.-Oen^  U*  &  A 
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klwRjH  obedient  and  respoctfnl  to  his  iustrnctore,  and  ontird.v  anlmUBive  to  bu- 
thoiicr.  As  to  [ha  stole  of  his  Eoond  or  roli^ons  dmiautcT,  nt  tbat  time,  J  do 
not  uow  foul  mjBulf  coinpetcnt  to  exprcsa  uny  opinion.     •  •  • 

I  belicra  that  Uiia  comiiriica  all  my  recoUoctbns  o£  "  the  liojlinod  of  Philip 
Ke*B^y."  WTiile  I  wns  Rector  of  GracB  Choreh,  Newark,  New  Jersej",  (£coiu 
mlonl  ISIS  to  1954,)  I  freqacncly  met  htiit,  and  he  often  took  ocoiaion  to  but 
bow  ranch  bo  was  indebted  to  Dr.  Beck  and  mysolE  for  the  Gxi:eIIeaC  training 
tiiat  be  recaiTcd  during  the  timothatho  waa  at  tho"  Highland  School,''— us  be  ex- 
prosed  It — "  the  moat  critical  period  of  his  lifo  ;"  ho  mid  that  "  it  made  a  mnn 
of  him."  I  hnTo  only  (o  odd  that  I  took  much  interest  in  Kbabny's  life  as  ■ 
soldier,  and  dniing  the  war  of  the  rcl>clIion  I  followed  Ms  course  through  all  bia 
militaiy  operations,  np  to  the  timo  of  his  hist  battle  ;  and  when  I  read  the  ac- 
count  <it  bii  death  J  rould  not  but  call  to  mind  the  words,  which,  in  hta  school-boy 
d^^  were  so  frequently  on  his  lips, 

"  DULC£  ET  DEODBUM  EST  PRO  PATBU  HOU." 

KEAttm  was  seven  or  eight  years  older  than  the  writer,  and  aa 
he  was  always  kept  away  at  boarding-school,  it  was  not  until  he  had 
reached  the  age  of  fitteen  that  tht  latter's  reminiscences  of  him 
eommence.  About  the  year  1830  he  came  to  resiilo  with  Ills 
gniulfalher,  lion.  Jobn  Watts,  in  whose  house  the  writer  waa 
tKim  and  brought  up,  Thenceforwai'd  they  were  constantly  to- 
gether for  six  or  seven  years.  Even  at  that  time  Ke/l1isy  was 
Tery  jieculiar,  proud  and  shy,  and  averse  to  those  associationa 
which  youtlia  of  hia  ago  generally  form  from  impulse  rather  than 
Irom  judgment.  His  companions  were  selected,  with  all  the  cool- 
OCM  oftnattirer  age,  for  qualities  wUch  suited  hia  prejuiUces — and 
ibeae  extended  to  ever}thing.  la  the  choice  of  friende,  he  waa 
n^ulated  by  bis  own  arbitrary  nilea  of  what  they  shoidd  be, 
rather  than  wliat  they  were.  He  was  fond  of  dress,  and  axceed- 
ingly  neat  and  careful  of  his  person,  and  always  affected  a  sort  of 
miliiary  caiTiage  or  touch  of  something  military  in  liis  costume,  so 
thnt  iny  observer  would  have  said,  "  There  goes  a  soldier  in  civil 
clothvS,  or  one  intended  by  nature  for  a  soldier."  In  corroboration 
of  this,  the  following  quotation  from  a  letter  to  the  writer  is  appo- 
nt«  J  "  When  we  were  on  our  way  home,  at  West  Point  (the 
boats  never  landed  at  Cold  Sprbg,  where  Keakny  was  nt  school) 
we  saw  a  yoimg  gentleman  step  on  board  with  a  Mediterranean 
cap  on  (you  remember  that  cap) :  1  thought  that  that  cap  could 
only  cover  Piui-ly's  head,  bo  np  I  jumped,  and  the  young  gentle- 
mtin  turned  his  head,  and  much  to  our  mutual  delight,  it  proved  to 
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be  good  Phil,  on  his  way  to  town  to  spend  a  week ;  so  we  joined 
company,  and  I  had  the  satisfaction  of  having  him  with  me  for  a 
week.  He  is  coming  to  town  in  about  two  weeks  to  be  examined 
before  he  enters  college." 

One  of  the  first  remarks  of  EIearkt's,  which  the  writer  remembers 
was,  that  whenever  he  owned  a  pair  of  horses,  they  should  be  named 
TiUy  and  Count  JLippe,  Although  so  much  younger,  he  was 
sufficiently  read  in  history  to  be  astonished  at  Keabnt's  partiidity 
for  two  generals,  the  most  marked,  perhaps,  in  military  history  for 
qualities  not  only  directly  opposite  each  other,  but  differing  from 
those  of  the  vast  majority  of  leaders  of  armies.  Subsequently,  how- 
ever, when  military  reading  became  a  passion,  it  was  no  longer  diffi- 
cult to  understand  why  Keabnt  selected  these  men  as  his  favorites 
The  youth  was  father  to  the  man.  Kearnt  was  already  thinVing 
When  close  after-study  made  their  characters  known,  the  predi- 
lection was  no  longer  surprising.  Tuxt,  whom  his  great  antago- 
nist, GusTAVus  Adolphus,  styled  the  "  Old  Devil,"  on  account  of 
his  cruelty,  and  the  ^'  Old  Corporal "  from  his  strict  attention  to 
drilling,  was  a  thorough  soldier.  As  an  organizer  and  as  an  ad- 
ministrator he  had  no  superior  in  his  era,  the  first  fourteen  years 
of  the  "  Thirty  Years'  War."  As  a  general  he  was  unconqnered, 
until  new  tactics,  new  material,  new  men,  grown  great  in  their  ex- 
perience under  a  new  order  of  things,  appeared  in  Germany.  EQs 
command-in-chief,  for  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century,  was  a  career  of 
victory,  until  Gustavus  shattered  and  ruined  the  magnificent  anny 
which  Tilly  had  created,  at  Leipsic,  in  1632,  and  finished  the  work 
by  putting  an  end  to  his  antagonist's  fame  and  life  at  the  LedL  A 
persecuting  priest  (it  has  been  stated  that  he  was  an  affiliated 
Jesuit),  in  his  intolerant  bigotry,  perfectly  chaste  as  regarded 
women,  sober,  uncompromising,  in  his  self  and  general  discipline 
he  was  in  many  respects  a  consummate  commander.  With  him 
originated  the  expression,  ^'  a  ragged  soldier  and  a  bright  musket** 
Doubtless  EIeabnt  liked  him  because  he  was  a  stem  and  aagacioos 
disdplinarian,  one  who  knew  how  to  knead  a  discordant  personiid 
into  that  fanaticized  unity  which  makes  an  army  a  machine,  ini- 
sistible  to  everything  but  another  army  inspired  with  ideas  mare  4 
potent  in  their  influence  than  mere  fanaticism,  and  sufficiently  dis-  — 
ciplined  to  execute  simple  manoeuvres  and  maintain  cohesion. 

As  to  his  second  favorite,  Ejbarny  had,  much  in  common  with^ 
Count  LiPPE,  a  quick  temper,  a  rough  tongue,  an  open  hand,  aic 
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compassionate  heart,  an  acute,  active  mind.  To  their  sick  and 
wounded  both  were  equsHj  attentive,  and  their  BUpervUion  of  tieir 
camps  and  hospitals  was  only  limit«d  by  their  other  preesijig  da- 
ties.  ThoBe  who  will  elody  the  hie  of  Count  Lippe,  after  they 
have  read  these  pages,  will  find  that  Kearny  liad  not  studied  the 
German  in  vaia.  They  will  perceive  that  he  understood  what  was 
xa««Mled  in  a  gencrul,  when  he  left  the  beaten  trat-k  of  popular 
opiuioD — always  fonder  of  "  shains,"'  or  "  would-bcs,"  or  "bnt- 
olierw,"  than  real  generals — to  pick  out  and  appreciate  a  man  bo 
^freat  in  bis  influence  on  his  times,  and  greater  in  the  parls  he  waa 
OaIIciI  upon  to  play  than  most  of  those  to  wlioni  snob  prominent 
positions  have  been  intrusted.  A  soldier  who  won,  enjoyed,  and 
r^twted  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  Fhedeiuck  the  Great,  king 
snd  liero,  and  of  Poubai.,  the  great  Portuguese  minister,  the 
Xtf  cuEUEc  of  bis  century,  must  have  been  one  far  above  his  fellows, 
^t  l«iut  in  some  grand  properties,  if  not  in  the  startling  magnitude 
of  a  Ferddcand  of  Brunswick  (under  whom  he  served  for  some 
*^u>ie  as  general  of  artlUery)  in  the  capacity  of  handling  a  huge  host 
4^  advantage;  or  of  a  ZiFniEN  or  a  Setdlitz,  mai-veloua  in  tb^ 
^5*«<!BiIty,  and  unsurpassed  in  the  world's  history  as  ci'eators  and 
loaders  of  cavalry — still  e4ual  to  either,  if  not  superior,  in  a  couibina- 
*Jon  of  qualities,  which  made  Iiim  shine  in  the  high  and  difficult 
F»««ts  to  wliich  be  was  called  by  public  opinion  aa  the  person  beet 
fitt«iJ  to  fill  them. 

C'ount  WiiLiAM  OF  ScHACMBiTEG-LipPE,  BometlmeB  styled  Count 
■•-''W'e.BccKEBCKG,  was  a  general  of  an  entirely  different  typo  from 
'*  Uj.y  ;  but  aa  n  disciplinarian,  as  a  tactician,  as  an  artlUeriat,  and  oa 
*  *'on3mander,  in  his  sphere,  be  is  chargeable  with  Bcarcely  a  single 
**'^r  of  judgment  The  officer  who  could  convert  "  Westpbalioa 
P®««ant3  into  Prussian  soli^ers,"  and  "  fifteen  hundred  ragged,  ill- 
l^**!  Portuguese  vagabonds,  commanded  by  officers  as  poor,  idle 
*'*^  beggarly  as  themselves,  into  ordinary  soldiers,"  worthy  the 
rf****©  and  capable  of  beating  good  troops,  must  have  onderBtood 
^*  uusiueas  thoroughly. 

■♦^Wo  anecdotes  of  him  attest  his  coolness  and  Belf^confidenco : 
ijig  the  year  1758-'9,  he  greatly  distinguished  himself  as  a 
?^**eTal  of  the  Hanoverian  artillery  (to  whose  command  he  had 
^T****  appointed  by  George  IL),  imder  Prince  FEmsra.uiD  of  Bnins- 
.  _  '^^'t  Ono  day  lie  invited  a  number  of  Hanoverian  officerB  to 
^^**1er,  and  while  the  company  were  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  the 
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entertainment,  csnnoii-ehots  were  beard,  and  several  balls  flew 
abont  the  tent.  The  company  Btarteil  to 'their  feet,  exclaiming 
that  the  French  were  at  hand.  The  Couut  pacified  them  as  far  as 
regarded  the  enemy,  although  it  is  doubtful  if  his  ejqthination  left 
his  guests  with  undiniiuished  appetites.  "Do  not  be  alarmed, 
gentlemen,"  B:ud  he,  "I  wished  to  convince  you  how  well  I  can 
rely  upon  the  officers  of  my  artillery.  Accordingly  I  onlered  them, 
while  we  were  at  dinner,  to  practice  at  the  flag-staff  over  my  lent."  ■ 
Whether  the  guests  did  feel  at  eaee  after  ihis  explanation  is  ques- 
tionable. But  the  cannon-balls  continued  to  fly  about,  and,  if 
memory  serves,  one  stoiy  runs  thai  u  final  shot,  by  liittiug  the 
main  support  of  the  pavilion,  bronght  the  whole  structure  down  upon 
the  company  and  put  an  end  to  the  fiolie.  Had  one  of  our  generals 
indulged  in  such  dangerous  sport,  he  would  have  been  considered 
a  lunatic,  and  Mr.  Stanton  would  have  been  down  on  hiin  iu  a 
trice  for  waste  of  ammunition  and  material.  Tlie  Count,  however, 
was  not  crazy.  There  was  a  perfect  method  in  his  madness,  and 
he  won  the  respect  and  admb-ation  of  every  sovereign  and  coni- 
mauder  under  whom  he  served — so  much  so,  that  Joseph,  King 
of  Portugal,  one  of  the  most  bigoted  of  Roman  Catholics,  was 
willing  to  purchase  the  services  of  a  rough,  uncompromising  Pro- 
testant by  concessions  and  gratuitiea  rarely  made  even  to  the  most 
tranecendaut  genius — concessions,  in  the  case  of  CouDt  Lippe,  which 
circumstances  rendered  a  necessity.  When  he  quitted  Portugal, 
the  king  conferred  upon  him  eiti-aordinary  honors,  and  gave  him 
magnificent  presents :  six  golden  cannon,  each  weighing  32  pounds, 
mounted  on  ebony  carriages,  heavily  ornamented  with  silver,  a 
button  and  aigrette  of  diamonds  for  his  hat,  and  the  royal  poitrait 
Bet  with  the  same  precious  stones.  To  these  the  King  of  En^aod 
ftdded  a  sword  mounted  with  diamonds. 

By  "Practical  Strategy," — a  term  used  by  an  expert  in  the  mili- 
tary art,  which  drew  down  upon  the  writer,  in  1862,  the  thunder 
of  the  oldest  West  Point  Professor, — by  Practical  Strategy 
sflerwards  carried  out  in  so  masterly  a  manner  by  Rosecraks  and 
SitKRMAN — Count  LippE,  in  17C2,  gained  for  himself  immortal 
renown,  without  even  venturing  to  bring  his  badly  organized  Por- 
tuguese troops  into  direct  collision  with  the  Spaniards.  Merely 
by  skillul  manosuvring,  tbo  selection  of  positions  and  encamp- 
ments by  the  English  and  Portuguese,  the  admirable  Spanish  army 
was  checked,  and  prevented  fi-om  making  an  attack  with  advantage, 
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tilt,  it  length,  wenkened  by  sickncaa  and  want,  it  was  obliged  in 
antunm  to  retire  from  the  kingdom. 

In  1776,  when  a  new  war  seemed  imminent  between  Spain  and 
Portugal,  the  Queea  Reguant  of  the  latter  kingdom  desired  that  he 
Bliould  rcasBumc  the  command  of  her  army.  Feeble  health,  the 
gT«atcet  drawback  to  a  general — ^Mai-ahal  Count  Saxe,  Bays,  "a 
general  mu»t  possess  robust  health" — would  not  permit  him  agmn 
to  take  the  field. 

Fwir  was  something  nnknown  to  Count  Lippe."  A  second 
anecdote  proves  this.  A  similar  one  is  told  of  General  Seves, 
better  known  as  Soliman-Facha,  a  French  convert  to  Islamism.and 
right  hand  to  Ibrahim-Pacha,  in  making  that  Egyptian  army  which 
conquered  the  Turks  so  gloriously  at  Horns  and  at  Beylan  in 
1831,  at  Konieh  in  1832,  and  again  at  Nezib  in  1839. 

One  day,  while  Count  Lipte  was  strolling  tlirough  his  camp,  a 
Fortngneae  soldier,  incited  by  insane  religious  fanaticism,  or,  per- 
Impa,  instigated  by  a  bigoted  priesthood,  fired  at  him  with  an  air- 
gim.  Theball  passed  through  the  Protestant  general's  hat.  With- 
«nt  quitting  the  spot  he  called  several  officers  about  him.  Hia 
officers  begged  him  to  withdraw.  No;  he  determined  to  niaintaiu 
his  pOBftion  until  he  could  discover  the  rascal.  At  length  he  spied 
him  out  just  as  he  was  taking  turn  a  third  time,  from  his  tent. 
Count  Ldte  ordered  him  to  be  hung  upon  the  spot.  The  Regi- 
mental Chaplain  insisted  upon  being  allowed  to  administer  extreme 
unction  to  the  culprit  before  he  was  executed.  The  Count  refused, 
and  the  intended  aaaassin  was  run  up  instanter,  unshriven — a  fear- 
fiil  fate  for  one  of  his  faith. 

That  PuiLU'  KfcAJurr,  at  the  age  of  fifteen,  selected  two  such  char- 
aotcrs  as  hia  heroes,  proves  that  he  had  nh-eady  read  and  thought 
discreetly  upon  military  matters,  since  both  Tilly  and  Count  Lippe 
were  distinguished  rsther  for  scientific  and  solid  properties  than 
for  dash  and  brilliant  qualities. 

Nevertheless,  by  a  strange  contradiction,  although  Kearnt  thus 
selected  men  of  thought  for  his  favorites,  he  always  wished  to  be  a 
Ilaasar,  particularly,  as  ho  admitted,  on  account  of  the  jaunty  dress 

•  "  ^utt^t  hamrtt  a  gai  ric^I." 
Tluiinllerha*  heard  It  lUtcd.  or  «]u  somo  one  wroM  oat  to  one  of  Uia  IkdUj,  UuI 
EcUOT  wi*  caDl  oat  ol  tuij.  In  IBSO,  lar  hti  loo  rub  leU-eipoBnre.    At  will  be  riiowii 
frcm  hit  owD  lalUtr,  hd  (aniu  very  a^ai  cxpcrianciog  at  Solf^riao  tha  aama  Catc  that  b« 
net  il  CbuUll)'. 
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and  attractive  service  of  that  corps.  Moreover,  in  youth,  the' 
tactics  he  affected  were  reckless  cavaby  charges,  although  convinced 
by  theoretical  experiment  that  they  were  made  in  vain  against  the 
resistance  of  a  steadfast  infantry  and  the  fire  of  a  capable  ai*tillery. 
In  ailer  life,  when  he  aspired  to  a  general's  command,  he  had  lost 
all  his  predilections  for  cavalry.  ^'An  officer  who  commands  a 
cavalry  regiment" — ^was  about  the  amount  of  what  he  said — "  has  to 
perform  double  duty.  He  has  in  fact  to  drill  two  regiments 
instead  of  one,  the  one  of  bipeds  and  the  other  of  quadrupeds;  and 
I  don*t  know  but  that  the  latter  is  the  easiest  to  make  and  manage." 
While  General  Keakkt  and  the  writer  lived  together  in  the 
house  of  their  grandfather,  from  1829  to  1834,  almost  all  the  leisure 
time  of  both  was  spent  in  mimic  campaigns,  with  armies  composed 
of  from  four  to  six  thousand  leaden  soldiers  with  perfect  trains  of 
artillery,  and  even  other  adjuncts  of  a  well-provided  host  Battles 
were  fought  according  to  a  digested  system,  which  even  regulated 
what  proportion  of  those  knocked  doWn  by  the  mimic  fire  of 
musketry  or  artillery  should  be  considered  as  dead  or  too  severely 
wounded  to  take  part  in  the  rest  of  the  campaign,  and  how  many 
as  slightly  wounded,  and  how  long  the  latter  should  be  looked 
upon  as  remaining  in  the  hospital  before  they  were  again  available. 
The  firing  was  done  with  small  spring-guns,  one  shot  for  each  can- 
non, one  for  each  regiment  or  separate  detachment  of  infantry  and 
so  many  for  each  line  of  sharp-shooters.  When  the  firing,  alter- 
nating, had  gone  through  both  lines  of  battle,  the  different  bodies 
were  moved  a  shorter  or  longer  determined  distance,  according  as 
they  belonged  to  the  different  arms,  over  spaces  dictated  by  the 
real  relative  speed  of  the  different  services,  whether  light  or  heavy 
cavalry,  light  or  line  infantry,  field  or  reserve  artillery.  This  was 
not  left  to  hazard,  but  according  to  a  written  or  stipulated  code. 
Field  works  and  permanent  fortifications  were  constructed  of  paste- 
board, and  the  irregularities  of  ground  represented  by  piles  of  books 
and  similar  objects,  built  up  in  accordance  with  agreement  before 
operations  commenced.  One  siege  lasted  a  number  of  weeks,  ancT 
the  tidy,  dearly-beloved,  and  respected  old  house-keeper,  wife*  of  a 

*  Mn.  F T .  This  admirable  woman  deservee  more  than  a  paaaing  notice.   A 

sad  and  eventful  lUb  was  hers.    A  debt  of  gratitude  is  dae  to  her,  for  an  affection  and 
fldelltj,  motherly,  aa  great  aa  rare,  of  nearly  thirty-five  years,  to  the  Watts  f amUy. 
Such  waa  General  Ksabkt's  appreciation  of  her  devotion  to  hia  grandfather  and  raccb 
that  he  united  in  presenting  her  with  an  annuity  which,  together  with  her  own  prop- 
•rtyi  enabled  her  to  live  conaiatently  with  the  position  in  life  which  she  was  entitled  to  fllL 
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former  sword-master  at  Weat  Point,  was  driven  almost  wild  by  the 
Bcoamnlation  of  dual,  and  the  appropriation  of  huge  dining-tables 
of  solid  mahogany,  the  pride  of  her  heart,  whose  oOing  and  polish- 
ing absorbed  the  greater  part  of  her  time.  Every  other  kind  of 
table  or  flat  piece  of  furniture  was  impreSBed,  which  could  be  drag- 
ged out  of  ita  place  and  made  available  to  eke  out  the  theatre  of 
nution.  She  could  scarcely  be  pacified  at  the  sobseiiuent  disorder 
of  the  8[iacious  rooms  and  the  prohibition,  strictly  enfoi'ced,  against 
sweeping  and  dusting,  lest  the  bustle  should  knock  down  or  dis- 
orraDgc  the  fiotdicrs.  Fleeta  of  paste-board  were  even  attempted, 
but  maritime  operations  could  not  be  made  to  work,  since  many  a 
pellet  which  hit  the  sides  of  a  vessel  would  level  all  on  board,  and 
then  a  <[uarrel  would  ensue  as  to  how  many  were  killed  and  how 
ninny  wounded,  which  often  ended  in  ft  fight,  and  put  an  end  to 
mimia  lioBtUities  until  the  actnal  hostilities,  between  the  leaders, 
were  settled  and  the  wounded  honor  of  either  or  both  wasappeased. 
A  very  forcible  shot  from  one  of  the  spring-guns,  close  at  hand, 
against  a  paste  board  ship,  hud  the  same  eSect  as  the  impact  of  one 
of  FAnitAGcr's  vessels,  when  they  butted  the  iron-olad  "  Tennessee" 
In  the  Bay  of  Mobile.  All  the  poor  little  leaden  soliUers  were 
knocked  ofl'  theii-  feet  and  a  number  overboard.  As  the  question 
of  how  many  knew  how  to  swim  and  how  many  ought  to  be 
drowned  was  never  taken  into  consideration,  when  the  code  of  pro- 
codnrc  was  drawn  up,  it  led  to  so  much  argument,  that  the  bellige- 
rents cnme  to  the  conclusion  of  Napoleon,  that  it  was  as  useless  for 
them  as  for  him  to  attempt  the  empire  of  the  sea.  Kbabnt  con- 
tinued to  enjoy  this  amusement  even  while  he  was  in  college,  and 
'  perhaps  stiil  longei'.  When  he  began  to  go  into  society,  he  took 
so  much  pains  with  his  dress,  and  spent  so  much  of  bis  time  out  of 
lh«  hoiiae,  that  ho  gradually  relinquished  a  game  which  had  given 
him  such  great  delight  and  occupation  for  years. 

Uo  Qsctl  to  sleep  under  an  old  but  veiy  fine  engraving  of 
NAPOi.EO!(Bco!t,vPARTE,tri-co!oriii  hand,  at  the  bridge  of  Lodi,  per- 
haps for  the  purpose  of  doiiving  inspiration  from  the  picture  in  his 
dreanm  Strange  to  say,  thioughout  all  the  militaiy  talk  which 
occurred,  the  wrilei-  has  no  remembrance  of  his  discussing  NAroLEOn 
or  his  Marshals,  with  the  exception,  perhaps,  of  one,  Slciilt.  Ilia 
fa^'prite  generals,  at  that  time,  were  almost  ail  those  who  figured 
in  wars  prior  to  the  rise  of  Napoleom.  One  reason  may  have  been, 
there  was  such  a  total  disagreement  as  to  their  excellence  that  no 
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satisfactory  result  could  be  arrived  at  by  any  discussion ;  whereas, 
the  achievements  of  those  who  had  flourished  at  previous  dates 
were  themes  which  could  be  canvassed  without  degenerating  into 
open  ruptures — ^ruptures  which,  in  after  yeai*s,  grew  out  of  differ- 
^  ences  hardly  more  important,  and  yet  occasioning  long  estrange- 
ments that  were  only  healed  by  temporary  absence.  In  such  cases, 
mutual  respect,  affection  and  still  higher  sentiments  of  esteem, 
brought  the  cousins  together  again,  and  everything  went  on  as 
pleasantly  as  if  no  imkind  feeling  had  ever  arisen. 

After  passing  through  Columbia  College,  in  New  York,  and  study- 
ing Law  in  that  city,  he  accompanied  the  writer  to  Europe  in  1834. 
There  his  only  idea  seemed  to  be  looking  at  soldiers  and  their 
mancBuvres.  He  would  be  out  of  bed  with  first  dawn,  to  wander 
forth  and  watch  the  exercises  of  a  regiment  of  cavalry.  Artillery 
he  never  had  any  eye  or  taste  for,  and  then  but  very  littl/B  for 
infantry. 


1  ill  ■  r  ■  '  ■! 


CHAPTER    IV. 

IS  THE   SADDLE   AT  LAST  I 

"Alonicyr.  m;  camradce,  to  bone  I  to  bone 
To  Ihe  nulil  and  tp  Iwodom  we  gaido  1 

Forthnra  B  man  tola  tbeprldoDflilBforco, 
And  there  Is  Ihe  heurt  at  him  (rlod. 

NohdplohliQlheMbynnotberlsaiiowD, 

Bo  (landa  lor  hlnuclC  nod  hlmcett  alone." 

ScaiLLIB'S  "WA1.LIKIT 


"PaoEh-a-ballaeb— dew  lli«  way,  bojs  1 
Nererdld  ouieBllant  corpa 
Tlold  an  loch  ot  gtoand  bchlcd  Ibem, 
GiTean  iacbof  gronDdbi^ore." 

RUGEHT  TAiLUcna. 

Os  tbe  3d  September,  1836,  the  death  of  his  grandfather,  Hon. 
JoBX  Watts,  set  young  Puilip  Kearsy  free,  at  feet.  For  several 
yean  he  had  been  chafiDgiiadortherestraintsof  civil  llfo,  like  a  caged 
«agle  or  panther.  At  once  he  exerted  all  his  intcrcBt  to  obtain  a  com- 
missiou  in  the  United  States  Cavalry,  and  on  the  4th  (8th)  March, 
1837,  was  appointed  Second  Lieutenant  of  the  1st  TJ.  S.  Dragoons, 
commanded  by  his  micle,  Stephen  Watts  Keakkt. 

This  able  and  gallant  officer  had  only  been  commissioned  Colonel 
of  this  "model  reg^ent"  on  the  4th  of  July  of  the  previous  year, 
but  be  may  be  said  to  liave  commanded  it  from  the  first  Yes,  to 
hiin  is  due  the  organization  of  tbe  first  real  cavalry  which 
the  country  posseased  since  the  general  diaarmament  after  the 
war  of  1812-'I5,  It  is  true  that  Henut  Dodge,  a  sagacious  fron- 
llenjman,  an  experienced  ranger,  and  a  gallant  man,  was  Ita  first 
Colonel,  and  Stephen  Watts  KeAityr  only  its  first  Lieutenant-Col- 
onel, bnt  tholatterwas  the  creator  and  soul  of  that  magnificent  little 
body  of  cavalry,  whose  superior  or  equal  has  never  been  seen  on 
this  continent. 

"If  ever  there  was  a  soldier  by  natnre,"  are  the  words  of  one  of 
hia  classmates  in  Columbia  College  and  fellow  officers  in  the  war,aa 
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nncle  of  the  writer,  who  commanded  a  company  in  the  regnlar  ser- 
vice, during  the  war  of  1812-15,  before  he  was  of  age,  **  if  ever 
there  was  a  man  whom  I  considered  really  chivalrous,  in  fact,  a  man 
^n  all  that  that  noble  term  conveys,  that  natural  soldier  and  gentle- 
man was  Stephen  Watts  Kearny." 

Upon  the  receipt  of  his  commission,  Philip  Kearny  immediately 
abandoned  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  luxuries  placed  at  his  command 
by  the  inheritance  of  a  splendid  fortune — equal  at  this  time  to 
$1,000,000 — and  started  for  the  West  to  join  his  command  at* 
Jefferson  Barracks,  on  the  Mississippi,  12  miles  below  St.  Louis,  in 
Missouri. 

It  has  been  more  than  once  stated  in  print,  in  this  connection, 
that  JjsFFERSON  Davis  was  Captain  in  the  regiment  at  the  time 
Phil  Keakny  was  Lieutenant.  This  is  an  error.  Davis  became 
1st  Lieutenant,  4th  March,  1833,  and  was  Adjutant  in  1833-4, but 
resigned  in  1 835.  Still,  the  moral  to  be  deduced  is  the  same  as  if  they 
had  met  or  simultaneously  sei-ved.  Well  might  Parker  exclaim, 
"How  widely  divergent  their  subsequent  path&  of  life  and  thought !" 
Colonel  Bracketi  in  his  history  of  the  U.  S.  Cavalry,  says,  "It 
Would,  no  doubt,  have  been  much  better  for  the  country  had  he 
(Davis)  been  killed  during  that  period ;  but  it  was  designed  other- 
wise, and  he  resigned  on  the  80th  June,  1835.  Davis,  aa  a  cadet, 
manifested  a  proud,  haughty,  and  cold  disposition,  which  he  seems 
to  have  retained  through  life.  He  is  eminently  selfish,  and  has 
no  friends  aside  from  those  who  can  be  of  use  to  him.  Neverthe- 
less, it  must  be  admitted  that  he  was  a  good  officer,  and  gained  the 
respect  of  those  with  whom  he  was  thrown  in  contact." 

What  a  contrast,  the  histories  of  Kearny  and  of  Davis.  Kearny 
after  an  honorable  life — a  life  of  patriotic  duty,  fulfilled  to  the 
uttermost — and  a  heroic  death,  was  buried  in  the  tomb  of  bis 
fathers,  amid  the  teai*s  and  lamentations  of  a  people  and  its  army, 
both  of  whom  loved  and  admired  him,  and  appreciated  the  great 
loss  which  they  had  sustained.  Davis,  after  rising  to  the  bad 
eminence  which  he  sought  to  attain,  fell,  like  Lucifer,  from  his 
height  of  pride,  and  continues  to  exist,  like  the  arch-spirit  of  evil, 
the  object  of  scorn  to  every  good  and  honest  man  throughout  the 
universe.  He  presents  an  example  of  great  gifts  perverted  for  the 
perpetration  of  the  greatest  crime  of  which  a  man  is  capable — ^trea- 
son :  in  his  case  a  double  treason,  not  only  against  his  country,  but 
against  God's  most  precious  gift,  Liberty ;  tieason,  for  the  estab- 


lislmieat  of  slsvcry,  and  the  subBtitiition  of  elavery.  with  nil  ila 
evnla.  for  freedom  ;  treason  against  the  country  that  eduiiiilcd  and 
made  lijm,  which  his  great  gifts,  with  nobW  aims,  might  have  illiiB- 
T.rotfd  and  glorified,  a«  did  tbo  dead  Kkarni*:  a  i^oaotry  whiuh  the 
nt  i»n|iplied  inteUocIual  powers  of  himself  and  party  persistently 
l.xk1>ore<l  to  betray  and  to  destroy. 

Krom   lOlh  June,  1837,  to  Klst  May,  1839,  while   Kearnt  re- 

snjtined  West  of  the  Mississippi,  he  devoted  himself  with  gieat 

'&x~(ior  Co  niasterin;^  the  details  of  his  profession.     During  a  |>oition 

Of  thie  time,  'igd  August,  1838,  to  lOih  April,  1839,  he  was  aid-do- 

XK.mpon  ibe  staff  of  Brigadier-General  IIenky  Atkdison,  who  com- 

^^ndeal  1q  that  region,  and  had  bis  headquarters  at  St.  Louis. 

.Active  aerrice  in  the  line,  aa  well  as  on  tho  stafl",  gave  Keakst 

*»     cppportuoity  of  a  course  of  double  iostruction,  similar  to  that  of 

*>*jii!;  staff  officers  in  the  French  army,  who,  atler  being  educated 

^*    their  omi  pecnliar  dnties,  serve  for  a  stated  period  with  the  dif- 

■^rodt  arms  to  acquire  a  practical  knowledge  of  eaelL     Kbarxt's 

■*^*Hej-  lii'f  proved  that  he  profited  by  bia  opportunities.     Thus  he 

■*^ioajne  proficient  in  details  which  can  never  be  acquired  for  sub- 

•**"Jinato  positions  (line  or  field)  bj  theory,  or  any  amount  of  study. 

■^^   general,  bom  with  the  genius  for  command,  may  so  fit  himself 

**3'    Ktudy  for  a  high  station,  that  a  very  little  practice,  good  sub- 

***'"lijiateB,  and  an  efficient  staff  will  (uiable  "his  genius  to  compen- 

*^to    for  the  want  of  esperienee,"  as   in   the   cases  of  Lccci-tca, 

*^**iKoi.*,  GcsTAvrs  AiiQunrs,  Tohstexson,  Cokde,  Frederic,  and 

^  -AINH.EOX.  But  this  never  can  be  the  case  with  a  line  or  field  officer. 

X^d  as  see  what  one  of  Ida  comrades  says  of  Keahkt  at  that 

"me:  "I  recollect  him  only  aa  an  active,  energetic  subaltero  of 

**Valry.  discharging  efficiently  all  professional  obligations,  and  in 

pPraonal  bearing  observing  the  most  gentlemanly  courtesy  towards 

'"'•    peers ;  alwaya  brave,    and  generous  to  a  degree  that  won  for 

""Oi  the  Admiration  and  estoem  of  all  who  knew  him." 

Mi'liat  changes  have  taken  place  since  Kearnt  joined  his  first 
'<*Qijn!ind  on  the  banks  of  the  Missiaaippi !  At  that  time  tbo  Jef- 
''^'"Son  Uarracks  were  aa  far  out  of  town,  as  regarded  St.  Louis,  aa 
*oe  iif  the  Boulhern  tier  of  Westchester  villages  was  to  New 
lork  In  tlie  beginning  of  the  centm-y.  "fhen,  the  population  of  St. 
«*aiinBdnote3ceed,  if  it  equalled,  10,000  souls;  and  it  is  doubtful  if 
llie  whole  State  of  Missouri  contiined  aa  many  people  in  1837  as  SL 
l»uiji  and  its  suburbs  do  at  the  present  day. 
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"  The  City  of  St  Louis,"  to  quote  a  letter  of  an  oflScer,  a  firiend  of 
Kearnt,  written  a  few  years  afterwards,  "  extends  over  a  large 
space — ^large  enough  for  twice  as  many  inhabitants  as  it  contains. 
Many  of  the  shops  are  small  wooden  structures ;  not  a  few  lots  are 
still  unoccupied,  and  about  them,  as  about  the  whole  town,  there  is 
an  air  of  dirtiness,  as  if  the  city  had  grown  up  rapidly  from  the  soil, 
and  was  not  yet  free  from  much  adhering  mud.  And  such  a  busy 
stir  as  there  was  in  the  streets,  and  in  the  hotels !  The  people  that 
thronged  the  latter  appeared  to  be  generally  intelligent,  genteel- 
looking  persons,  who  had  come  West  probably  for  makmg  invest- 
ments." 

The  same  officer,  a  very  distinguished  loyal  general  during  the 
late  war,  makes  the  following  remarks,  worthy  of  preservation,  in  a 
letter  dated  June  6th,  1857,  while  on  his  way  to  join  the  army, 
ostensibly  sent  out  to  subject  the  Mormons  to  our  institutions,  which 
it  did  not  do.  The  army  was  only  used  in  the  interests  of  slavery. 
The  writer  of  the  letter  resigned  in  disgust ;  but  even  then  he  pro- 
phesied that  triumph  which  God  has  vouchsafed  to  Freedom.  One 
of  the  first  prominent  victims  of  the  late  struggle  was  the  com- 
mander of  those  troops,  that  able  Albert  Sydney  Johnston,  the 
hope  of  the  Slavocrats,  who  did  not  do  their  work  negligently  in 
1858-*9,  or  whenever  he  had  an  opportunity  to  do  it 

"Chicago— with  its  109,260 inhabitants  in  1860—250  miles  to  the 
northeast  of  St  Louis,  where  Kearny  was  stationed  in  1837-9,  was 
still  little  more  than  a  settlement,  grouped  around  Fort  Dearborn, 
and  the  house  of  the  Indian  agent  These  were  the  only  edifices  to 
be  eeen  there  in  1832,"  the  year  when  the  writer  quoted  entered 
West  Point,  and  the  Black  Hawk  War  broke  out  "In  1840,  Fort 
Dearborn  had  entirely  disappeared,  and  Chicago  contained  4,853 
inhabitants." 

In  1837,  the  "  Father  of  Waters"  had  still  a  population  peculiar 
to  itself     Arks,  broad-horns  and  flat-boats,  of  more  or  less  primitive — 
construction,  barges  and  keel-boats,  drifting  with  the  current,  or* 
navigated  by  a  class  of  men  rough  and  rude,  but  intellectually  strong 
as  they  were  physically  powerful — a  class  which  produced  Abraham 
Lincoln — ^had  not  yet  been  superseded  by  steamboats  for  the  general 
transportation  of  merchandise. 

Kearny  Uved  to  see  changes,  which  to  predict  would  have  been 
set  down  as  madness.  Fort  Leavenworth,  on  the  border  line  between 
Missouri  and  Kansas,  was  then  far,  far  out  in  the  wilderness.  When 
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Keabkt  retomed  from  Europe  and  his  Algerian  campaign,  it  was  a 
aortof  nndeas,  around  which  border  progress — ^the  pen  came  near 
writing  civilization,  of  which,  in  its  true  sense,  it  is  very  doubtful 
if  there  is  very  much  on  the  border — ^had  just  begun  to  aggregate 
itself  All  beyond  was  wilderness,  in  the  true  sense  of  the  word. 
Then  the  one  regiment  of  di-agoons,  which  superseded  Dodge's 
'*  Border  Rangers,"  sufficed  to  keep  the  Indians  in  awe.  Now 
thanks  to  civilization  and  its  ine^dtable  whiskey  and  contracts  for 
the  benefit  of  political  favorites  at  Washington,  their  control,  in  the 
slightest  degree,  tasks  the  brains  of  a  Lieutenant-General  and  an 
army  almost  as  numerous  as  that  which  fought  four  grand  battles  in 
the  valley,  and  captured  the  capital  of  Mexico. 

When  E[£ABNY  neict  appeared  upon  the  frontier,  in  1845,  Fort 
Leavenworth  had  become  a  great  frontier  depot  St  Louis  had 
over  50,000  inhabitants,  Missouri  over  500,000.  Before  he  died, 
those  sparsely  populated  regions,  whose  protection  constituted  his 
first  chief  duty,  had  become  thickly  peopled  States.  Missouri  alone 
could  boast  of  1,182,012.  Beyond  these  a  tier  of  new  States  had 
grown  up,  and  carried  civilization  500  to  900  miles  farther  on  to  the 
plains,  which,  in  1837,  were  the  domain  of  the  Indian,  the  Buffalo, 
and  the  Trapper. 


CHAPTER    V. 

A    BEPBESENTATIVE    AlfEBICAlT. 

"  Dreaded  in  battle  and  loved  in  lialL*' 

**  Bold  as  thou  in  the  fight. 
Blithe  as  thoa  in  the  hall. 
Shone  the  noon  of  my  might*"*  —St.  Olatk 

*'  Prepare  a  banquet,  and,  costly  let  it  be, 
And  in  magnificence  bespeak  n^y  mind ; 
Whatever  the  East  of  delicacy  yields, 
•  •  •  Let  the  commanders, 

Worthy  companions  in  the  well-f  ought  field. 
Be  snmmon^d  to  partake.    The  cheerful  goblet 
Shall  raise  onr  sools.**  *         •         *.— Fbowsw 

•«  The  banquet  waits  onr  presence ;  festal  joy 
Laaghs  in  the  mantling  goblet,  and  the  night. 
Illumined  by  the  tapers*  dazzlipg  beams. 
Rivals  departed  day."  — Bbowx. 

**  There  was  a  sound  of  revelry  by  night. 
And  "  Saumur's  "  capital  hod  gathered  then 
Her  beauty  and  her  chivalry,  and  bright 
The  lamps  shone  o'er  fair  women  and  brave  men ; 
A  thousand  hearts  beat  happily;  and  when 
Music  arose  with  its  voluptuous  swell. 
Soft  eyes  look'd  love  to  eyes  which  spake  again. 
And  all  went  merry  as  a  marriage  bell.— Childe  Habolx>. 

As  mentioned  in  the  preceding  chapter,  "the  First  Regiment 
XJ.  S.  Dragoons  was  the  first  corps  of  the  cavalry  arm  established 
by  the  government,  after  the  general  disarmament  subsequent  to  the 
W£ur  of  1812-15.  Consequently,  at  the  time  of  its  organization, 
and  for  several  years  afterwards,  no  complete  S3rstem  of  cavahy 
tactics  had  been  provided."  Joel  Roberts  Poinsett — Secretary 
of  War  under  Martin  Van  Buren,  1837-1841 — conceived  the 
idea,  in  the  first  year  of  his  term,  of  sending  out  to  France  three  of 
our  dragoon  officers,  "  for  the  purpose  of  going  through  the  regular 
course  at  the  "Royal  School  of  Cavalry,"  at  Saumur;  who,  on 
their  return  to  this  country,  were  to  compile  a  work  on  Cavalry 
Tactics,  moulded  on  thatof  the  French  system,  but  so  modified  as  "to 
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Biu-ft  the  wants  of  our  own  service."  The  three  ofRcei-s  selected  were, 
1st;  lieutenant,  WiLu.oj  Ecsiris ;  IstLientenant,  Henry  S-Tmsia, 
srfc«3  1st  Lifntenant,  Philip  Kearst,  Jr.  The  result  of  their  labors 
w^t^  the  Cavalry  TucUes,  printeil  by  order  of  the  War  Department, 
at  ^Washington,  and  beoring  dale  10th  Ftlmaiy,  1841,— three 
W^s^lB  before  the  dose  of  Mr.  PoisaETr's  term  of  office.  Colonel 
Bxc^ACXEiT,  ill  his  History  of  the  U.  S.  Cavaliy,  remarks :  "  The 
lyn^tcra  of  Cavalry  Tactics  adapted  to  the  organization  of  the  Dra- 
gcxin  Kegiments,  was  aathorizcd  by  Hon.  J.  K,  Poissett,  Secretary 
oT  AVar,  on  10th  Febniary,  1841.  It  is  mdnly  a  translation  of  the 
tii«3rtica  of  the  French  seri'ice,  and  has  not  been  yet  improved  npon, 
tlk-«:>Tigh  several  attempts  Lave  been  made,  wbich  have  all  proved 
fitUIvrcs.  I  believe  alm<fet  every  cavalry  officer  of  experience  cob- 
<Ki«2r8  the  tactics  of  1841  as  far  superior  to  anything  which  has  j-et 
os^^ji  inlrodcced  into  our  service." 

-Sr^irsuant  to  orders,  Philip  IVEARi^rlefl  his  regiment  to  proceed  to 

^^'"  sasiungton,  D.  C,  21st  May.  1839,  and  there  received  farther  or- 

^s^^-B,  <laU;d  9th  August,  1839,  to  proceed  to  France  on  special  duty. 

*^The  Three"  s^ed  from  New  York  in  August,  and  "  arrived  al 

F«z>  Kjiajnbleau   October  Ist,   1839,    where   they   found   the  U.   S. 

Stixiisler,  Mr.  Cass,  on  a  visit  to  the  royal  iamily,  then  residing  at 

t!*^*  Chateau,  in  tlie  midst  of  one  of  the  finest  forests  in  Franc*,  37 

I*  il««  S.S.E.  of  Paris.    They  were  presented  at  Court  by  Mr.  Cass, 

w^ciihad  every  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  their  reception.     They 

3»»m«dtwice  at  the  Chateau,  and  accompanied  the  king  to  a  review  of 

tr<:*«p3  ot  the  Camp  of  Instruction."    On  the  8th  October  "the 

T*»Jee"were  at  Sanmur,  but  Ke.uist,  after  rem.aiuing  there  a  ehort 

li*^**,  "obtained  a  leave  of  absence,  and  accompanied  the  Duke  of 

^«^l«iD6,  eldest  son  of  Locia  Philippe,  on  one,"  if  not  two,  "of  his 

"^KHjiaigna  in  Afi-ica."     The  incidents  of  that  campaign — which  will 

™  treated  of  in  fiill  in  snbsequent  chapters — were  given  "in  a  fiill 

""^  most  interesting  report,"  made  at  the  time  to  Major-Genend 

^**rr,   commander-in-chief  of  tiie  U.   S.   Army,   by  Lieutenant 

^^Tixr,  who,  after  his  retmn  from  Europe,  was  attached  to  the 

7**^  of  that  General  as  aid-de-camp,  thus  succeeding,  in  regular  or- 

^'^  <*f  generations,  as  it  were,  to  a  position  of  honor  held  by  hia 

'^J^  George  Watts,  of  the  Ist  U.  S.  Light  Dragoons,  duringthe 

"*"       I*aign  of  1814. 

_*^*»t  the  reader  may  say,  Where  is  SaumurT  and  what  of  the 

tory  Academy?    The  question  is  a  just  one. 
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Saiimnr,  about  one  hnndred  and  seventy  miles  southwest  of 
Paris,  is  a  clfeerfiil  place,  gleaming  from  afiar  with  its  white  build- 
ings, and  one  of  the  most  picturesque  towns,  in  its  quaint  struc- 
tm*es,  towers,  pinnacles,  and  spires,  on  the  Loire.  It  stands  on  the 
left  bank  of  that  river,  and  prior  to  the  "Revocation  of  the  Edict 
of  Nantes,"  24th  October,  1685,  was  one  of  the  strongholds  of  the 
Huguenots,  or  Protestants  of  France,  who  were  driven  forth  from 
their  native  country,  or  worse,  *by  that  iniquitous  decree.  Two 
centuries  ago  it  was  the  capital  of  a  district  in  the  province  of 
Afijou — ^known  as  the  "  Saumurois."  The  confines  of  this  petty 
government  presented  exactly  the  outline  of  one  of  those  delicious 
pears  for  which  France  is  so  celebrated,  and  Saumur  was  situated 
at  the  apet  or  root  of  the  stem.  Its  capture  by  the  Vendeans,  lOth 
June,  1793,  was  one  of  the  grandest  exploits  of  that  marvellouB 
effort  of  loyalty  and  honor. 

The  Royal  Cavalry  School,  transferred  to  this  city  from  Angers 
towards  the  close  of  the  preceding  century,  is  located  to  the  south- 
west of  Saumur,  and  covers  quite  a  large  space  with  its  buildings, 
riding-schools,  and  grounds  for  exercise  and  drill.  It  is  destined 
to  receive  officers,  non-commissioned  officers  (from  three  hundred 
to  four  hundred  of  this  grade),  and  even  picked  riders  {cavaliers). 
They  are  instructed  in  every  branch  of  information  appropriate  to 
•  their  Arm,  and,  after  a  complete  course,  are  distributed  through  all 
the  cavalry  regiments  in  the  army,  to  diffuse  a  complete  knowledge 
of  the  horse  and  horsemanship  and  the  best  method  of  imparting 
instruction  according  to  a  uniform  system. 

It  is  somewhat  cm'ious,  just  as  our  thi^eo  young  American  officers 
were  sent  to  complete  thek  militaiy  education  at  the  Royal  School 
of  Cavalry,  at  Saumur,  so  Pitt  and  Wellington  took  a  course  of  "3 
lessons  at  its  predecessor,  the  "  Academy  of  Equitation,"  at  An — 
gers  ;  the  latter,  in  1785-1787.  Thus  the  bitterest  and  the  most^^ 
successful  enemy  of  France  laid  the  foundation  in  a  French  Mili— -i 
tary  School  of  that  knowledge  of  war  which  led  the  latter — "th^^ 
Iron  Duke"  of  after  years — ^through  Vimiera,  Vittdria,  and'WaterriK 
loo,  to  Paris. 

While  at  the  Cavalry  School  at  Saumur,  Lieutenant  Ejbabnt  d^ 
tei'mined  to  give  an  entertainment  which  would  not  only  do  hon< 
to  himself  but  to  his  country.     He  was  incited  to  doing  this  by 
generoBi^  sentiment  which  he  felt  for  the  attentions  he  had  receive 
and  in  order  to  make  some  adequate  return  for  the  civilities  shoi 
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by  tho  ciril  and  inilif-ary  anthoritiea  of  the  place  to  the  throe  Ame- 
rican officers  residetit  among  them. 

The  story  of  this  ball  is  as  foliows; 

Ou  "Twelfth  Night,"  (1840) — an  anniversary  kept  in  Europe 
wiUi  aliDOHt  as  mnch  exactitude  as  Christmas — General  de  Brack, 
in  coirimand  at  Sauraur,  gave  a  party  at  lus  residence. 

Formerly  "  Twelfth  Night,"  or  the  "  Eve  of  the  Festival  of  the  ' 
Three  Kings,"  was  one  of  those  periodical  seasons  which  have  always 
betan  consecrated  by  Em-opean  nations  to  anmsement  and  festivity. 
Tbns,  we  find  Barevtz  and  Heemssckck  imprisoned  amid  the 
Artie  ice,  on  the  coast  of  Nova  Zenihhi,  during  that,  ten'ible  winftep 
of  150(y-"J,  expending  their  last  httle  supply  of  wine  in  pigmy 
bompera  to  the  king  of  the  festival,  and  with  a  comage  and  spirit 
witboat  example,  indulging  in  alt  the  customary  merriment  of 
borne,  which  they  seemed  destined,  in  all  human  probability,  never 
to  revisit,  and  when  they  were,  to  all  appeai-ances,  wil/im  the  jaws 
of  dtfitruclion. 

Tlio  Twelfth  Night  king  was  a  potentjite,  with  authority  and 
fiinctions  somewhat  similar  to  those  exercised  by  the  "King  of  Mis- 
rulo  in  Old  English  Chiistmas  revels.  Among  the  moie  elevated 
and  refined  eliisses  of  society,  this  festival  assnmed  a  stately  cliar- 
avter,  and  became  susceptible  of  very  great  isplay.  The  selection 
of  King  auil  Queen  was  generally  left  to  chance  and  determined  by 
a  bean,  whinli  was  placed  in  a  cake,  cut  and  distributed  id  pieces 
before  the  supper.  The  drawer  of  the  slice  coutdning  tlie  bean 
became  ICing  or  Queen,  and  was  privileged  to  select  a  partner  to 
share  his  or  her  temporary  regal  honors.  All  drank  to  his  or  her 
majesty,  who  reigned  and  received  homage  from  every  one  doting 
the  evening.  In  this  custom  ori^nated  the  French  title  of  the 
festival,  The  Feast  of  Kings  ("La  Fete  dc  Rois),  for  which  the 
revolutionary  government  of  1793  substituted,  "The Merrymaking 
of  those  without  breeches,  i.  e.  Radical  Democrats"  ("ia  Fete  des 
San*  CutoCtei'),  through  theu-  hatred  of  aaything  savoring  of 
royalty,  lieforc  the  disastrous  close  of  the  reign  of  Lolis  XVX, 
thv  French  monarch  and  his  ncibles  waited  on  the  Twelfth  Night 
Iciog.  This  proves  the  importance  ^ven  to  the  occasion  in  former 
duyH. 

Keajwt  was  "prevented  by  indisposition  from  attending  the 
party  at  the  house  of  General  de  Brack  on  Twelfth  Night,"  wrote 
the  first  of  "the  Three,"  who  kept  a  sort  of  journal  of  what  tran&- 
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pired,  ^^  When  the  cake  was  cut,  some  of  the  ladies  sent  him  a  piece 
with  the  bean  in  it,  apd  from  that  the  ball  originated.  He  first  in- 
tended to  give  a  party  at  the  assembly  rooms,  but  the  idea  gradually 
expanded,  and  when  he  was  offered  the  grand  rooms  of  the  school, 
he  put  the  whole  thing  in  the  hands  of  some  French  officers,  with 
*  carte  blanche*  as  to  expensa  The  result  was  a  ball  which 
eclipsed  even  the  grand  ball  given  by  the  city,  some  years  before, 
to  the  Duchesse  deBerri,  and  which  seemed  to  be  the  only  notable 
event  on  record  when  we  arrived  there.  The  rooms  were  beauti- 
fully  decorated  under  the  superintendence  of  General  de  Brack, 
who  was  an  artist.  The  supper  was  sent  from  Paris  by  one  of  the 
most  celebrated  restauratem*s ;  flowers  in  profusion  came  from  An- 
gers and  other  places,"  "  each  lady  on  entering  received  a  bouquet  of 
the  choicest  flowers  in  an  elegant  silver  holder,"  "  and  with  the  mu- 
sic of  the  fine  brass  band  of  the  school,  and  an  excellent  string-band 
from  the  city,  nothing  was  wanting  to  make  the  whole  afiair  a  per- 
fect success.  AppUcations  were  constantly  received  for  invitations, 
many  from  a  great  distance,  and  if  it  had  been  delayed  much 
longer,  the  rooms  would  not  have  held  the  crowd.  Kearny  em- 
ployed an  artist  who  was  present  to  make  a  picture  of  the  ball,  a 
copy  of  which  he  presented  to  General  de  Brack." 

Kearny's  ball  "  was  gotten  up  in  a  style  of  magnificence  that  was 
wholly  unprecedented  in  that  pai-t  of  the  country" — these  are  the 
words  of  another  eye-witness,  the  second  of  "the  Three."  It  was 
"given  11th  February,  1840,  and  presided  over  by  the  Commandant 
of  the  School,  General  de  Brack,"  whose  wife  Kearny  selected  as 
the  Queen  of  this  substitute  Twelfth  Night  merry-making  celebra- 
tion, and  it  was  attended  by  all  the  prominent  people  (^that  parti- 
cular section,  and  by  many  from  Paris  and  elsewhere.  It  was  in 
every  respect  a  brilliant  afiair,  and  procured  for  General  K^l^rky, 
from  the  inhabitants,  the  most  enthusiastic  acknowledgments,  for 
the  liberality  he  had  displayed  in  thus  contributing  to  their  enjoy- 
ment An  artist  was  engaged  to  make  a  picture  of  the  scene  on 
canvas.  In  this  he  was  very  successful  in  giving  admirable  like- 
nesses of  several  prominent  individuals." 

The  only  discrepancy,  in  the  recollections  of  those  who  participated 
in  the  festivities,  is  as  to  whether  the  town  or  the  giver  of  the  /«to 
employed  the  artist  who  executed  the  picture  which  commemorated 
this  graceful  evidence  of  Kearny's  patriotism  and  gratefrd  appre- 
ciation of  the  courtesies  of  the  French  government  and  officials,  but 
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more  particularly  the  attention  of  the  officer  in  command.  At  all 
events,  by  whomsoever  commanded,  the  original  picture,  or  a  copy 
of  it,  wan  a  prominent  object,  at  the  time  of  the  Oeoeral'a  death 
among  tlie  paintinf^s  wluch  adorned  his  spacious  and  elegant  man- 
sion, at  Belie  Grove,  on  an  elevation  opposite  Newark.  TTub 
building  stands  on  the  site  of  a  conntry  resideni;c  which,  prior  to 
tlie  Revolution,  belonged  to  his  grand-aunt,  whose  husband  built  and 
dvrcit  in  Xo.  1  Broadway,  a  very  fine  building  for  its  date  and  the 
young  city  of  Now  York,  and  originally  owuud  the  adjoining  No.  3, 
in  whic'Ii  iLK.utxY  was  born. 

This  painting  is  on  too  small  a  scale  to  do  full  justice  to  the  occa- 
sion, but  it  afibrds  some  idea  of  its  splendor,  attiibutable  in  a  great 
measure  to  the  vai'iety,  gi'aee,  and  elegance  of  the  numerons  nni- 
forms  of  ibe  Turkish,  Polish,  American,  and  French  oflScerB  belong- 
ing to  ihe  difTcrcnt  arms  and  services,  which  filled  the  room — nni- 
fnimx,  of  whose  richness  and  contrast,  our  people,  accnstomed  to 
the  nniversal  sameness  of  our  present  blue,  tame  and  simple,  can 
have  no  idea  whatever.  At  that  time  the  Tm-kish  and  Polish  mill- 
Uay  ooatumes  were  stUl,  if  not  the  most  serviceable,  the  most  strik- 
ing in  Europe.  They  were  anaceptible  of  any  ajnount  of  decora- 
tun,  almost  as  much  so  as  the  Hungarian,  ^vith  its  plumes,  em- 
broiderj-.jewels,  lace,  buttons,  jacket  and  dolnum.  All  that  is  most 
■tiracttvc  in  the  drees  of  the  Chasseurs  d'AlVique — to  which  Keabnt 
waa  atWward.1  attached — was  borrowed  from  the  Polish ;  every- 
tliing  which  looked  well  and  yet  was  serviceable,  just  as  the  Zouaves, 
was  modeled  on  the  Turkish  milkai-y  costume.  All  that  was  re- 
jected was  those  detdls  which  were  in  reality  unmilitary  and  un- 
fiUnd  for  oc'irve  service.  All  that  was  good  and  good-looking  was 
rctainerL  Anil,  yet,  KEiitvy  told  the  writer  that  his  oivn  uniform, 
that  of  the  American  Light  Dragoons  of  thirty  years  ago,  was  aa 
effective  and  imposing  as  any  in  the  room.  Doubtless  ho  made  it 
BO,  although  it  was  very  Jaunty  in  itself.  The  coatee,  blue,  donble- 
breasUril,  was  not  a  frock,  but  cnt  in  a  much  more  gracefiil  fashion; 
tbe  coll.tr,  cuff  and  tum-b;icks,  bordered  with  lace  and  ornamented 
and  trimmed  with  gold,  pantaloons,  blue-gray  mixlm-e,  known  aa 
light  army-blue,  with  two.  stripes  of  orange  cloth  np  each  outward 
scam;  the  cap,  such  aa  the  French  term  "sliako,"  with  drooping^ 
white  lioi-se-hair  |H)mpou,  or  rather  plume,  silver  and  gold  ornaments, 
and  gold  foraging  conla  and  laasels-  The  latter  could  be  detached  and 
worn  over  iKe  coat  and  around  the  neck,  producing  the  effect  of  an 
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aigwlette.  The  sash  was  silk  net,  of  a  deep  orange  color,  which,  if 
made  in  France,  as  the  writer  has  seen  them  made,  shone  in  the 
glancing  lights  like  a  waving  zone  of  gold-  Thus  Kearny  de- 
scribed it,  and  thus  our  officers  did  not  make  a  bad  show  among  the 
dazzling  dresses  wlurling  in  the  waltz,  or  polka,  or  promenading 
about. 

When  Kearny  resigned,  in  1851,  the  same  striking  and  elegant 
uniform  was  still  worn  by  our  Dragoons ;  and  the  wi'iter  will  never 
forget  his  expression  and  manner,  when  he  came  back  in  1861,  and 
saw  some  of  his  own  regiment  again,  in  Washington,  after  the 
lapse  of  ten  years.  "  I  left  them,"  said  he,  "  a  set  of  elegant  gentle- 
men, and  now  I  come  back  and  find  them  a .  set  of  dirty  black> 
guards."  Tl^e  Dragoons  at  the  National  Capital  certainly  did  not 
present  an  attractive  appearance  in  May,  1861 :  especially  in  the 
horrid  felt  hat  of  an  "Italian  bandit," — as  some  one  styled  it — 
which  Jefferson  Davis,  while  Secretary  of  War,  had  clapped  on 
their  heads. 

That  this  ball  must  have  been  something  extraordinary,  there  can 
be  no  doubt,  from  the  glowing  accounts  given  of  it  by  those  who 
were  present,  and  Ke.uiny's  lavish  expenditure,  doubtless,  did  make 
a  strong  impression  on  a  people  so  susceptible  to  display  as  the 
French,  particularly  at  that  period,  when  extravagance  had  not 
attained  the  vast  proportions  it  has  reached  under  Louis  Napoleon. 
That  it  must  have  cost  a  very  large  sum,  is  certain,  from  the  horror- 
stricken  expression  of  Kearny's  agent,  when  called  upon  to  remit  the 
■  necessary  moneys.  He  threw  up  his  hands,  as  if  the  young  repre- 
sentative of  American  munificence  had  lost  his  senses. 
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DOCUMENTS. 

The  following  letters,  receive<l  from  the  IT.  S.  War  Department, 
'Washin;jrtoii,  D.  C,  arrived  too  late  for  ineoi-poratioii,  and  are 
therefore  printed  and  added  entire.  The  author  hereby  ncknotvU 
edg«?s  the  aaustance  of  Brevet  Blajor-General  E.  D.  Towksesd, 
AsHstaut  and  Acting  Adjutaut^Genenil  XJ-  S.  A. 

Sadhiib,  Octobar  12,  tsse. 
HoxaiBUB  UBCTENANT-CoiaussBit  MICILAUD: 

Sis  : — Let  me  take  the  liber^  of  consulting  nilb  joD,  (as  ^u  are  the  officer  to 
wboee  chvgo  the  Giflic[a1  has  cutFOBted  lu},  □□  tlic  conrse  that  I  had  best  pnnoo 
wbilat  Bt  Siuunttr,  to  answer  Uie  end  that  (^venimcDt  luia  in  view  in  sending  ine 
■hCDod.  And  to  do  so  let  mo  Snt  explain  the  orgauization  aiid  tho  ori^  of  our 


Al  Uie  dose  of  our  late  war  vith  Great  Britoin,  in  181S,  our  cavalrj  n 
WW  tliibanded.  In  1833,  after  one  of  our  Indian  nars  had  proved  the  neceeaity  of 
bmng  cavalry'  on  the  fcontien,  oara,  the  Fir^t  Regiment  of  Light  Dnigoans,  vas 
nlacd.  It  WW  organizeil,  not  bj  equndron^  but  bjcouipanioa,  each  companj  hav- 
ing ■  cuptitin  and  a  lirat  licnteuuat  and  a  second  liuutt^niuit.  It  waa  officered 
|iriari(nUf  lij  officers  tnken  from  the  infiuitc?.  Evccj'tbing  waa  new  to  theju. 
Tb*  cafair}'  regulation!!  for  the  mnnceuTrea  were  taken  fiom  the  French,  almost 
J  tmnslaled.  But  as  for  police  and  the  internal  administration  of  the  rogi- 
id  crerthing  else  of  that  kind,  there  was  no  other  proCL-dent  than  as  far  as 
a  odcers  had  bod  whikt  in  the  infontij^ — Bome  had  been  in  for 
a;  the  present  Colonel  for  more  than  twenty  yours,  baring  served  dnring 
tb*«ar. 

Thrnogh  ihe  leal  of  our  officers,  and  from  our  being  kept  con.itantly  actively 
cmpli^rod  in  sendiog  dPlachmeDla  throngb  the  ludion  coanCi7,  our  system  and 
dinapbae  hu  Iwen  reudered  nearly  complete.  Bat  as  in  cavalry,  which,  like  the 
Vltmch,  has  bno  kept  prngrcsBing  in  perfection  ever  since  the  great  wan  of 
lanpc^  everyliuDg  osolcw  lias  been  rejected,  and  eveiylhing  reqnuute  is  practiced 
in  tlw  b«M  manner.  It  is  for  the  purpose  of  nrnhiiig  a  atatomeat  of  the  difier- 
•neci  that  exiiit  lietiroeD  our  otva  and  the  French  cavalry,  that  I  have  been  sent 

My  object  is  lo  rcnuUD  at  Saamur  for  six  months,  for  the  purpose  of  acijuiring 
tlifl  French  tanguam,  becoiuiog  instructed  in  the  use  of  the  inord,  and  of  arms 
pertaining  lu  cavalry ;  lo  follow  a  coarse  of  tiding,  but  rather  the  "  prntiqae"  than 
tlia  tiicoiy,  aoil  more  especially  for  gaining  ideas  generally,  to  assist  me  in  the 
(niw*  tboningbly  visiting  and  making  obsarvatians  on  the  raiments  tlicmsclves. 
Saeondly,  to  lint  some  of  the  bei^t  dragoon  and  light  cavoliy  r^meata ;  propoang 
alao,  «boul<l  it  he  advisalde  and  meet  with  the  approval  of  our  Socrclory  of  War, 
lo  Tint  the  r^maila  in  active  service  ia  Africa. 

The  tesalt  of  these  observations  is  intended  to  make  known  to  oar  government, 
ami  mar*  pstlicnlaily  lo  the  Colonel  of  our  regiment,  the  dilfcn.'uccs  that  exist  in 
[he  oT^ttBiiatkm,  la  the  manusavres,  in  the  police,  in  the  udminiKtratiuu,  and  lo 
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all  the  intemal  regulations  of  the  French  cavaliy  and  onr  own.    Also,  to  inform 

myself  of  the  coarse  parsaed  with  the  soldier  from  his  joining  as  a  recroit  till 

admitted  to  the  squadron. 

Your  advice  as  to  the  eonsideration  of  the  above  points  will  be  esteemed  a  great 

favor  and  kindness  by 

Yonr  obedient  servant, 

P.  KEARNY, 

Second  LUtUma/U  First  Dragotmt. 
Lientenant-Conmiander  MiCfHAUD, 

Instructor  of  the  School  of  Cavalry. 


Saumub,  October  16th,  1888. 
HONOBABLB  J.  R.  FOmSETT : 

SiR: — ^We  arrived  here  last  Monday  a  week,  and  reported  to  general  Bback^ 
the  commandant  of  the  school,  on  the  following  day. 

I  have  not  written  t9  yoa  before,  from  my  not  having  had  anything  satisfactovy 
to  communicate.  I  am  now  happy  to  say  that,  at  least  as  far  as  I  am  conoemed,  I 
will  be  enabled  to  accomplish  at  Saumur  the  objects  proposed.  As  I  miderstood 
from  you  in  our  first  interview  at  Washington,  it  was  your  Intention,  in  sending 
lieutenants  Eusris  and  Tubner,  that  they  should  remain  one  year,  and  acoom- 
plish  in  that  one  year,  as  far  as  they  were  able,  the  studies  pursued  by  the  students 
in,  the  course  of  two  years — the  usual  term  at  Saumur. 

For  myself,  I  had  the  highly  gratifying  honor  to  have  been  selected  originally 
with  the  some  intent,  but  finding  myself  situated  in  a  manner  that  rendered  my 
stay  in  the  army  uncertain,  I  considered  myself  in  honor  bound  to  explain  to  yoa 
the  circumstances.  I  had  the  satisfaction  to  find  that  my  motives  were  nnderstobd, 
and  the  honor  of  being  sent  abroad  on  a  leave  of  absence,  having  military  subjects 
for  its  purpose. 

I  have  repeatedly  regretted  that  your  being  obliged  to  leave  Saratoga  so  imme- 
diately after  your  arrival  (which  I  hod  not  been  aware  was  your  intention)  pre- 
vented my  seeing  you  to  converse  with  you  in  a  more  particular  manner  as  to  the 
precise  disposition  of  my  time  whilst  abroad. 

At  Washington,  you  spoke  of  my  entering  Saumur  under  ^<&  sanction  of  cor 
government,  and  remaining  there  with  the  others  for  a  few  months,  and  then,  by 
traveling,  to  make  myself  acquainted  with  the  interior  economy,  and  all  that  was 
connected  with  the  French  cavalry,  by  observing,  as  an  eye-witness,  what  was 
actually  practiced  in  the  best  regiments — communicating  the  same  to  yoa  on- 
officially,  by  letters,  or  by  a  private  report  on  my  return — though,  as  I  under- 
stood it,  rather  by  accumulating  facts,  by  w^hich  yourself  and  our  Colonel  woold 
be  enabled  to  institute  comparisons  between  the  utility  of  the  practices  of  oar  own 
and  the  French  regiments. 

I  think  that  in  our  conversation  you  did  not  fix  a  precise  time  for  my  stay  at 
Saumur,  but  rather  left* it  to  myself  to  remain  a  few  months.  Had  I  had  a 
second  interview  -with  you  on  this  subject,  I  would  have  requested  you  to  nama 
the  precise  time.  But  as  that  did  not  occur,  and  to  fix  on  a  precise  time  in  ad- 
vance ^vas  necessary  for  regulating  my  studies  here,  I  determined  it  at  six  months, 
that  being  about  the  time  you  would  have  recommended,  and  decidedly  the  period 
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bMt  kdtpted  for  the  objects  for  which  I  hare  coma  abroad.  For  nx  monthl 
Vmlil  not  1«  more  esnnccably  tpcnt  than  ia  niagtcriag  the  FroDch  lanjpiBge, 
Bvuliu);  mjiulf  of  tho  lidiog-schuol,  and  bei'ommg  Lostractcd  in  tho  snonl  oxor- 
ax,  n>d  in  the  use  of  orina  proper  to  cavalty,  imd  inoro  poidcularlj  the  gaining 
iiteas  to  eiudilB  mo  to  stud?  moat  ndvaDtagoonaly  tlio  regiments  tbat  I  shall  iLf  ter- 

'I'he  ttdiM  of  St.  CjT,  and  oil  foroign  afflcora  (there  ars  at  prosmt  hcra  two  of 
Um  fideoant  Polish  anil  Turkiah  servicci),  aro  pnt  under  tho  immediate  direo- 
tiaea  uf  one  of  the  Instrartors.  Wo  have  been  placed  under  tho  chitrge  of  Ijbd- 
tauuit-Comnuuuler  Michaitd,  an  oIHccr  who  standg  high  iu  his  profasidoD,  and 
who,  cnta  in  tlm  abort  timo,  bu  evinced  a  cicgroo  of  polito  attcctioa  that  aerits 
our  aujcerc  thanks. 

Elndiiij;  chat  oar  ntnadon  genOTall;,  and  more  porticnlariy  mj  own,  waa  not 
fnl^  miderstood,  I  wrote,  as  to  a  frionil,  to  this  Mr.  MlcHAtn],  explaining,  in  b 
few  line*,  the  natare  uf  raj  mission.  This  was  translated  into  tlie  French  bj  onr 
VnttBKa  od  that  langnngo,  an  Eaglishmoo,  but  one  who  hod  been  rennnmended 
to  n  ■«  bung  thoroaghl^r  master  of  tho  French  from  a  fifteen  joara'  reudenoe. 
A  Copf  of  the  lame  accompanies  Ihia  comjnmiication.  It  nas  hooded  to  General 
BftACS  ;  be  approved  of  it,  and  nnder  his  anthoritj  Mr.  MlcHAtts  told  me  that 
be  mderatood  and  entered  fully  into  my  views,  and  would,  through  his  instmo- 
lloaa,  enable  mo  to  Bttain  the  obJKts  I  proposed.  Let  me  take  the  liberty  of  t^ 
■Dring  ran  that  there  could  not  be  rendered  n  greater  favor,  both  iodlridnally  and 
a*  frocn  the  butitation,  than  this  permitting  me  to  pursue  an  unusual  couise  at  a 
Kbool  nbere.  as  at  West  Ftnnt,  there  are  none  bat  r^^olar  classes.  Tho  com^se  is 
two  fcan,  and  each  year  and  part  of  a  year  ha£  \\a  particular  branches  of  study  ; 
aail  on  my  part,  let  mo  ossarc  yon  that,  if  aasidiuty  and  zeal  for  my  profasaioa 
will  aTBil  anything,  an  opportunity  IUeo  this  shall  be  improved  to  the  iUtet> 

In  my  letter  to  Mr.  MicHADD,  yon  will  porcdve  an  allnsion  to  my  yimtinj 
•ooie  of  iIlo  Prench  r^menla  serving  in  Africa.  Should  jou  have  no  positive 
objecUooi,  I  think  that  this  and  the  wrtiuular  lesimenta  that  I  visit  bad  beClar 
b»  left  to  the  oilviwa  that  I  may  gain  m  convcfsaaon  with  Guueral  Brack— «d 
odloBr  •rbo  diatintjuiihicd  hlnuclf  whilst  in  the  Imperial  Cavalry,  and  also  with 
oUiBT  ofDum  here, 

la  tba  ronrse  of  a  few  dnys,  Messrs,  EVSTIS,  TmiNEB  or  myself  will  give  you  ■ 
won  conciw  accoiuit  of  tito  school  1  as  a  cursory  remark,  I  inform  yon  that  there 
an  tno  ckdscs  of  olSccrs  among  the  students  here.  The  clnwi  to  which  we  shall 
tm  atln'Jie<!,  tIiont;h  tbctr  eonrse  ilocs  not  commence  till  Janoary,  ia  that  com- 
pUM)t  lit  the  ^Ba  of  St.  Cyr — St.  Cyr  being  a  preparatory  school  for  the  Infantry 
wul  Cavalry  olUceni.  Those  whoare  intended  for  the  Cavalry,  aftnr  finishing  their 
autrae  here,  are  sent  to  Banmor  to  leom  Cavalry  dudes.  Tho  other  class  of  stn- 
denta  ars  colled  the  "  Officers  from  tho  Rt^^iments,"  that  is,  they  are  ofBcen  who, 
be/oTE  eomilit;  here,  have  already  served  for  some  years  with  ih^  n^imenta. 

Ihatdcs  tho  department  of  Inatmrtion  are  three  other  military  branches  con- 
aectf^  wiUi  Iho  Institution  -.  ooeis  the  School  for  Non-CommissioncdOtficcrs — the 
host  and  moat  capable  of  the  privates  being  selected  and  sent  here  lo  bo  preporod 
M  iwm-OKnmissioned  officers  for  their  regiments.  Tho  second  branch  ia  for  the 
a  of  thdr  cavalry  bonds — boya — the  sons  of  Oendarma  and  old  sol- 
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diers  being  sent  here,  to  be  rendered  musicians  previoos  to  being  admitted  into  the 
regimental  bands.  The  effect  of  it  is  plainly  yisible ;  and  I  doubt  if  the  English 
bands,  though  sustained  at  enormous  expense  bj  the  officers,  can  equal  the  French. 
The  third  branch  is  the  School  for  Farriers.  It  may  be  added,  though  not 
appertaining  so  immediately  to  the  military,  that  there  is  connected  with  the 
school  a  yery  large  Government  Ham,numbering  some  as  beautiful  fttiim^l^  ag  i 
have  ever  seen,  many  of  them  Arabs,  many,  too,  of  English  blood,  all  being  des- 
tined for  the  use  of  the  Institution. 

Sir,  again  let  me  apologize  for  thus  addressing  you  unofficially,  but  such  I 
believe  is  your  desire,  and  is  the  only  mode  for  an  officer  communicating  direct 
with  the  War  Department 

Sir,  with  all  respect,  ftc, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

P.  EEABNT, 
Sscond  LUutenant  First  Dragooiu^ 
The  Honorable 

J.  R.  FOIKBETT, 

Beerttttrtf  tf  TTor ,  WoihingUm* 


CHAPTER  VI. 


KL  TELL  AND   £L 

FOAKCS  m  Af  BICA. 
"ItpMkafAIrica." 

BlIlKlPIl.Bl'a  "  HXNBT  IT." 

"Boholdlho  Alrlcan, 
That  tnivenei  Ihc  ntt  NnmldtiiQ  dcterts 
In  qaen  ol  pre;,  iuictUTi.1  Dpoa  htslKxi.— 

AnoiBoiCfl  "CiK 

"COMBATTRE  ET  SOUFFHIB." 


i ,'  par  un  FolunColra, 


KEAIINT  IN   ALQIEKS. 

SiciLT  was  considered  the  training  ground  of  the  Romna  and 
Ciulhi^iiuan  armies,  contending  for  the  Empire  of  the  Mediter- 
rnneAn.  Algiers  haa  been  the  trmning  ground  of  the  French  Army 
^-dreaming  of  another  European  career  of  conqaest  and  spoliatioa 
like  that  .which  they  enjoyed  under  the  First  Napoleon.  The 
preneat  French  ruler  seems  never  to  have  forgotten  a  remark  made 
by  FiiEDEtucK  THB  Grkat  :  "That  if  he  were  King  of  France,  not 
a  shot  would  be  fired  in  Europe  without  hb  permisBion."  It  is  a 
rd  school;  it  forged  and  tempered  the  steel-heads  of  thoBe 
1  which  did  the  fighting  in  the  Crimea;  who  stormed  the 
ut  Alma;  brought  succor  at  Inkermiuii  captured  the 
toff,  and  wrested  victory  from  the  AustrianB  in  1859,  from 
Mont«  Beilo  to  Soli'erino. 

Although  a  tropical  land,  the  vicisiitudea  of  the  temperature  are 
as  fearAtl  as  those  which  convert  iron  into  steel.  In  the  mountain 
regions,  only  a  short  distance  from  the  coast,  the  changes  are  almost 
incredible.  In  the  retreat  of  the  fiist  CKpedition  against  Constan- 
tine — 23d  November  to  Ilth  December,  1836 — the  French  si;fiered 
MS  much  from  snow  and  cold  as  they  did  ia  other  years  from  hcaL 
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This  retreat,  in  many  of  its  hardships  and  perils,  was  a  repetition  in 
miniature  of  the  retreat  from  Moscow,  1812.     Indeed,  some  of  the 
old  officers  declared  that  during  this  campaign  of  seventeen  days 
they  had  encountered  in  Africa  the  icy  cold  of  Moscow  and  the 
bottomless  mud  of  Warsaw.     No  wondjcr  KkAUNT  did  not  con- 
template the  mire  of  the  sacred  soil  with  a  dread  equal  to  that 
of  McClellan,  after  floundering  through  that  of  Barbary,  road- 
less,  and  soaked  with  the  continual  and  severe  rains  of  that  zonr\ 

During  the  second  siege  of  Constantine,  which  was  sucoeBsfol, 
one  Frenqh  regiment  was  exposed  "for  fifty  liom*s,  without  reet  or 
sustenance,  to  a  pelting  storm  of  snow  and  rain." 

Lieutenant  Raasloff,  of  the  Danish  Artilleiy,  a  very  prominent 
officer,  who,  like  Keauny,  participated,  as  a  volunteer,  in  the  cam- 
paigns of  1840-41,  relates  a  very  interesting  anecdote  of  this  retreat^ 
from  commencement  to  end  a  series  of  the  most  fearftd  sufferingSy 
labors,  and  privations.  One  of  his  friends,  who  was  present,  told 
'  him  that  after  twenty-four  hours  of  almost  insupportable  miseries, 
he  mustered  his  energies  to  enable  him  to  live  through  the  coming 
night,  which  promised  no  alleviation  of  them,  standing,  leaning 
against  his  horse  and  holding  him  by  the  bridle.  Two  private  sol- 
diers, wrapped  in  their  cloaks,  had  lain  themselves  down  in  the  deep 
mud  at  his  feet  After  they  had  remained  quiet  in  this  uncomfor- 
table position  for  some  time,  one  of  them  suddenly  roused  himself 
into  a  sitting  position  and  exclaimed :  "  Well,  I  declare,  I  wonder 
what  they  are  playing  at  the  Varieties  Theatre  (in  Paris)  to-night^" 
after  which  he  sank  down  again  into  the  sleety  slush  and  slumber 
of  exhaustion.  When  the  day  broke,  Raaslofp's  friend  sought  to 
awaken  the  two  sleepers,  but  in  vain.  They  both  slept  the  sleep 
which  knows  no  waking.  What  an  illustration  of  the  careless  dis- 
position of  French  soldiers,  and  under  such  circumstances ! 

Then  again,  during  the  operations  in  summer,  the  heat  almost 
surpasses  belief  In  some  of  his  letters,  Kearny  spoke  of  men  and 
horses  falling  dead  around  him  from  the  heat  imder  a  burning  sky, 
Uke  the  heaven  of  brass  prophesied  to  the  Israelites  as  a  curse. 
Notwithstanding,  the  French  troops  were  called  upon  to  undergo 
marches  and  privations — suchlas  it  is  almost  impossible  to  conceive 
that  men  can  survive,  especially  during  the  season  of  the  Simoon, 
or  wind  from  the  desert  Life  at  times  becomes  a  burthen  to  them, 
and  the  exclamation  is  quoted  as  made  by  more  than  one :  ^'I  wish 
that  the  Bedouins  would  grow  out  of  the  ground  by  millions  and 
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put  ancnilto  ns  all."  All  tins,  however,  realizes  the  trutit  of  the 
proverb,  "fatigue  and  prixalion  render  the  soldier  careleiuj  of 
lUn^r, "  and,  or  yd  moke  (he  l>est  ao'dicra. 

The  writer  can  Bpeatc,  to  some  eitont  from  pcrsoiiiil  cicperieiice, 
h  regard  t«  the  cliniaUi  in  the  tail.     SiifFering  i'rom  a  discaec  ol'the 
ehcet,  lie  made  a  trip  to  Algiers  in  1851.  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
montti  of  Soveniix'r.  which  Castell^e,  an  old  Atrican  campaigner, 
Btyles  "ihti  Father  of  Temposu"  {lepere  <ks  Umpetcs).    The  party 
experienced  the  truth  of  lids  remark.     They  look<'d  forward  to  a 
Irip  over  summer  scaa   of  not   over   forty-eight  liours'  duration. 
V^aitt  hopcl  Worse  weather  and  more  wicltcd  seas  were  never  encomi- 
Eorod  oa  the  ocean.     It  was  not  only  temjiestnoita,  bnt  the  wind  was 
iQUiiu^y  cold  and  penetrating,  one  of  those  terrible  piercing  north- 
westers, descending  from  the  snow-clad  Cevennes  and  PjTenees, 
whJcli  shfire  dominion  with  tho  Mistral,  whose  cradle  is  the  ever- 
•^stin^  snows  and  glaciers  of  the  Alps.     These  are  the  winds  which 
'^adcr  the  south  of  Friince  so  dangerous  to  persons  affected  with 
wealc  lungs,  and  make  liie  navig.ition  of  the  "  Gulf  of  the  Lion  "— 
***t  "  ofLyonsi,"  as  it  is  now  written — so  periloas  during  the  late  fall, 
"*"*■> ter,  and  early  spring. 

The  Merovi-o  left  Moi'seilles,  15th  November,  at  2  p.  il,  in  one  of 

'«>eae  gales  *a  fierce  tliat  the  steamer,  insie;«l  of  putting  forth  on 

"**  "iinact  cimrse,  ci*pt  along  the  French  const  not  five  miles  from 

***0  land  until  ofi"  Cape  Creux.  one  hundred  and  eighty-five  miles, 

^""erB  Itie  uiounbiins  are  thrust  forth  just  north  of  the  Gulf  of  Ro- 

^**-        Tlu'tice  the  vessel  was  steered  for  the  straits  between  Majorca 

^'**i  JUinorca,  passing  in  sight  of  the  former  and  of  Cabrera — a  den 

i*«3rrore  lor  the  French  i»risoners  taken  by  the  Spaniards  dnrii^ 

2tapoleouic  wars — and  then  directly  south  for  Algiers,  where  it 

v-«d  oD  tho  18(h,  about  11  p.  m.,  having  consumed  eighty-three 

*~***»~S  ill  accomplidhing  what  the  passengers  were  assured  would 

^*^«   only  forty-eight.     Amid  all  the  discamfovta  of  this  passage, 

^r«  ore  inciiients  which  linger  on  the  memory  like  gUmpaea  of 

j*^*-*"y  huiil.     On  [lie  ITih  the  passengers  had  a  magnificent  \-iew  of 

^^^  Spanish  coast,  with  the  Pyi-cneea  rising  in  all  their  grandeur, 

**^    «lioet  of  ghsteuing  snow,  like  a  vast  aucceBBion  of  pyramids 

***    l>c»!i*hed  Penlelican  miirble,  and  oa  the  night  of  the  1 7th,  in  per- 

^'^^t  contrast,  the  shorea  of  Majorca — where  the  heat  oranges  eaten 

"*    FromiG  are  grown — were  plainly  visible,  all  bathed  in  lovely 
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Finding  Algiers  anything  but  a  suitable  place  for  an  invalid,  and 
the  temperature  entirely  dependent  upon  the  sun,  which  did  not 
shine  auspiciously,  since  it  poured  almost  the  whole  time,  the  party 
determined  to  seek  a  more  propitious  climate.  While  the  sky  is 
clouded  and  the  rains  fall,  fires  are  indispensable  for  those  who  do 
not  enjoy  good  health  and  are  accustomed  to  such  a  comfort ;  then 
when  the  sun  does  come  out,  the  contrast  makes  the  heat  almost  in- 
supportable. While  in  Algiers,  the  party  saw  all  that  was  to  be 
seen ;  ascended  the  mountain  Sahel,  in  the  rear  of  the  city,  looking 
down  upon  the  plain  of  the  Metidjah,  where  Puil  Kearny  fought 
in  1840,  the  last  time  that  the  Arabs  ventured  a  descent  into  the 
fertile  lowlands,  between  the  Sahel  and  the  Lesser  Atlas,  an  intervale 
varying  from  fifteen  to  twenty-five  miles  in  width — many  remem- 
bered an  American  officer  who  distinguished  himself  the  last  time 
the  Arabs  descended  into  the  plain — drove  in  and  out  the  different 
gates  through  the  new  and  stupendous  fortifications,  and  along  the 
splendid  military  roads ;  climbed  to  the  ramparts  of  the  Emperor  s 
Fort ;  visited  the  son  of  the  last  Mufti,  htmsell*  an  old  man,  at  his 
villa  a  few  miles  outside  the  walls,  who  did  not  think  much  of  the 
French,  but  seemed  to  have  the  highest  respect  for  the  broadsides 
— ^which  he  had  heard — of  England  and  America;  tlireaded  the  lanes, 
and  roamed  through  the  Cazbah,  the  former  palace  of  the  expatri- 
ated Deys;  in  fact  viewed  everything  except  the  interior  of  a 
mosque— and  that  no  one  cared  to  enter  for  fear  of  cold,  or  adding 
to  it,  from  walking  on  damp  floors  with  bare  feet — a  sacrifice  visit- 
ors must  make  to  their  cm'iosity,  since  everyone  had  to  take  off  his 
boots  or  shoes. 

The  return  passage  occupied  nearly  five  days,  in  consequence  of 
a  succession  of  fierce  blows.  The  Merovee  sailed  from  Algiers  on 
the  20th,  at  1  p.  m.,  in  the  height  of  a  strong  Libecchio  or  south- 
wester,  and,  with  a  heavy  sea  running,  steered  toward  the  Islands 
of  Majorca  and  Ivica,  passing  so  close  to  the  former  that  the  city  of 
Palma — its  capital — was  distinctly  seen.  On  the  22d,  2  p.  m.,  when 
off  the  Gulf  of  Rosas,  the  Mistral  burst  from  the  N.  E.  like  a 
thunderbolt  upon  the  steamer,  with  the  fury  which  makes  it  a  terror 
at  tliis  season  to  those  who  navigate  these  watei*s.  The  tempest 
and  the  sea  leaped  into  existence  simultaneously,  as  if  they  had 
been  evoked  by  the  wand  of  an  enchanter,  and  the  vessel  was 
struck  down  and  deluged  with  water  in  an  instant  No  descrip- 
tion can  do  justice  to  a  veritable  Mistral,  or  give  a  just  idea  of  its 
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powers.  A  very  ngly  heavy  aea  roae  like  magic.  Almost  the  first 
filW  l1i«  whole  deck,  crowded  irilh  soUIere,  wull,  sick,  and  woiuided. 
Tilt"  rnptiuD  hoisted  jib,  pal  the  helm  up,  wore  shiji,  and  r.iu  for 
the  pirrt  iif  Piilamos,  us  the  neareat  sale  harbor,  Rosas  not  being 
Bufficiirntly  good  holi  ling  ground.  While  rounding  to,  the  light  iron 
boat  wna.ilmostrolledover,  the  gntiwale  wont  undci,  decks  flooded, 
wind  huwliDgi  bat  oucq  h«fare  the  gal^  all  right,  although  the  sea,' 
bright  green,  foam-created  and  streaked,  followed  like  a  wall, 
t]ire»t«ning  to  iioop  the  steamer — that  is,  break  over  the  stem — 
And  Bwoeii  the  decks,  and  reared  like  a  wall  before.  All  the  time 
the  sky  waa  as  serene  and  heaiitiiiil  as  possible,  and  the  sun  Hhone 
in  nil  its  brilUaney  j  meanwhile  the  wind  raging  like  fiiry.  With 
the  first  gust  the  captain  remarked :  "  The  Mistrtio  " — so  they  call  it 
in  th«r  patois — "  was  a  good  broom ;  it  Bwept  the  sky  dean."  And 
so  it  did,  and  visibly,  driving  before  it  the  dense  masaes  of  cluuda 
like  VMt  flocks  of  sheep  hunted  by  dogB,  imd  in  a  veiyfew  minutes 
the  vault  above  was  one  vast  e.xpanse  of  blue,  itndeflled  by  a  single 
■tain. 

Palamos  seemed  ((aite  a  pretty  place,  orrather  a  series  of  villages 
tbaa  one  continuous  town — with  houses  and  churchea  constructed 
<rf  stone — pictuiesquely  disposed  around  a  circul.Tr  bay,  well  pro- 
tected from  the  prevailing  winds.  Some  of  the  houses  were  on  the 
beach  almost  at  Iho  water's  edge,  the  others  a  little  back  in  the 
gorges  of  tlie  tills — apparently  well  cultivated  and  handsomely 
wootled' — which  surronnded  the  haibor  like  the  wall  ol'  an  amphi- 
theutrey  whUe  die  raiun  town  at  the  Eastern  extremity  of  the  bay 
luM  n  mole  and  breakwater  sheltering  quite  a  commodious  although 
cmnll  port.  There  were  a  number  of  vessels  at  anchor  here,  one  a 
bark,  (he  rest  large-eiited  coastere.  On  Sunday,  22d,  6  f.  m,,  aftfiP 
twwnty-four  hours'  detention,  the  wind  having  subsided,  the  Mero- 
T^  put  to  sea,  but.  at  the  same  sj^t  as  the  day  before,  off  Cape 
Crenx,  was  assailed  by  a  second  and  severer  edition  of  the  Mistral, 
and  driven  back  to  Palamos.  On  Monday  mornisg,  23d,  2  a.  m., 
anchor  was  weighed  a  second  time,  and  at  1 1  p.  m.  on  the  24th  the 
purty  landed  in  Marseilles  in  another  rain  storm.  This  is  a  worse 
Mo  thiin  America.  \Vhen  it  don't  rain,  oh,  how  it  blows,  so 
I,  so  bitt«r  cold  !  A  calm,  quiet,  joyous  day,  and  clear  sunshine, 
■  incompatible.  Raia  and  lowering  skies  and  murggy,  warm, 
p  weather,  with  pouring  or  soaking  ruin,  always  go  together. 
On  board  the  steamer  there  were  stud  to  be  five  Uuadied  soldiers, 


68  BIOGRAPHY  OF  MAJOB-OENEBAL  PHILIP  KEAENYw 

mostly  invalids,  many  with  constitutions  prostrated  with  African 
fever.  Whether  drenched  from  the  waves,  which  broke  over  the 
vessel,  or  the  rain,  which  fell  in  floods,  succeeded  in  the  Gulf  of 
Perpignan  by  the  Mistral,  which — while  it  broomed  the  sky  of 
clouds  and  unveiled  the  sun — ^brought  with  it  the  piercing  cold  of 
the  Alpine  snows  and  glaciers,  these  soldiers  had  no  shelter  what- 
ever, for  five  days,  but  a  sail  stretched  across  the  bow,  simply  to 
break  the  force  of  the  icy  gale. 

Allusion  has  been  made  to  the  condition  of  the  five  hundred  invalids 
on  board  the  Merovde,  during  the  return  trip.  This  was  nothing  to 
the  crowd  on  the  passage  to  Algiers :  it  seemed  as  if  there  was  scarce- 
ly an  inch  of  the  deck  but  was  occupied  with  soldiers,  colonists  and 
their  wives,  children,  and  all  those  who  could  not  afford  to  pay  for 
better  accommodations.  The  tempestuous  weather  was  bad  enough 
for  those  unaccustomed  to  it,  but  it  was  the  intense  cold  that  made  it 
so  terrible  to  these  exposed  human  beings.  The  wind,  descending 
from  the  snow-clad  Alps,  Cevennes,  and  Pyrenees,  peneti-ated  like 
"gimlets  of  ice;"  and  it  was  stated  in  Algiers  that  on  board  a  naval 
transpoit,  the  "  Pluton,"  from  Toulon,  loaded  wdth  troops,  which  put 
into  Minorca,  one  or  two  men  died  from  the  effects  of  the  cold,  and  a 
numbei*  of  others — "  a  dozen"  was  the  word  us6d — ^were  so  severely 
frost-bitten  as  to  become,  comparatively  speaking,. invalids  for  life. 
These  troops  were  not  either  sick  or  wounded,  returning  from 
Algiers  with  broken  constitutions — who  make  the  transit,  whatever 
maybe  the  state  of  the  weather,  without  shelter  on  the  open  deck — 
but  healthy  reinforcements  from  the  mother  country. 

Lamping,  a  German  officer,  who  served  in  Africa  in  the  "  Foreign 
Legion,"  who  spoke  from  experience,  testifies,  that  "  a  pickled  her- 
ring has  more  space  allotted  to  it  in  the  barrel  than  a  soldier  on 
board  a  French  (Mediterranean)  steamboat." 

"  During  the  summer  the  surface  of  the  Mediterranean  is  almost 
as  smooth  as  a  mirror.  The  blue  transparent  water  looks  so  gentle 
and  harmless  that  one  can  scai'cely  believe  in  the  terrific  powers 
which  slumber  in  its  bosom.  In  the  later  autumn  it  entirely  alters 
its  character :  storms,  and  frequently  even  hurricanes,  render  the 
African  coasts  the  most  dangerous  in  the  world." 

The  changes  of  temperatiure  in  the  province  of  Algiers  itself 
present  contrasts  just  as  startling  as  the  sea  which  bathes  its  shore. 
In  mid-summer  the  thermometer  rises  to  100^,  and  in  the  winter  in 
the  mountain  regions,  snow  storms  rage  with  violence.    As  a  rule. 
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in  the  epring  and  early  fall,  and  alwa)^  during  tbe  siiiDmer,  the 
extreme  heut  is  coustunt  in  liic  plains  and  viJleya,  Amid  the 
muanL'iius  however,  swddon  storma  occur  when  the  thoimometer 
&!!■,  to  such  a  dppieG  that  iho  solditrB  aiiffer  as  much  from  the  cold 
and  irvt  as  they  had  previously  from  the  heat  and  drought  In  the 
fall,  winUrr,  and  spring  the  rains  ai-e  very  cold,  and  often  of  long 
contiuiiaoee.  Theanthorof  "A  SninniciintheSahara,"  wrilingfrom 
Sledeah.  2:itl  May,  18.53,  records  that  even  al  Ihal  late  period  "Winter 
Still  kept  his  foot  plauled  on  the  whilt'  summits  of  the  Monzaia,"  and 
oil  the  l*8th  Octoher,  1841),  the  aiimmit  of  the  Djebel  Mouziua,  or 
liUe  tlie  Beni  Salji,  visible  from  the  north  through  the  Pasa 
of  Teayah,  is  represented  like  a  glistening  pjTamid  of  frosted  silver. 
This  must  be  the  mountain,  Nador,  alluded  to  by  CASTELLaNE,  19th 
November,  1840,  wliich  riaca  to  the  north  of  Medeah.  Ho  says, 
"  the  la,tt  |)l»toona  of  the  rear-guar<l  disappeared  behind  Mount 
Kador.  The  last  im;^,  the  romombrauco  of  France,  seems  to  have 
wilhdrawii."  These,  however,  may  be  exceptional  cases,  although  it 
wonld  eeein  not,  since  a  deserter  related  the  following  curious 
snoi'dote  of  the  Emir's  troops,  who  oasupiei.l  tJiat  pass  in  October, 
18^0.  "  The  Arab  Regulars  in  order  to  protect  themselvea  ai;;ainst 
the  cold,  stuck  each  one  his  leg  into  the  wide  panta'txtna  of  his  next 
wighbAr.and  thus  laydown  to  sleep,  chained  ortrowsered  together, 
tm  it  WCTP,  in  one  mass."  Had  the  alarm  been  sudden,  "The 
Pkilislines  are  upon  thee,"  they  miiat  either  have  been  all  eaptored 
or  «laaght«red.  Fortunately,  tbey  had  lime  to  disengage  them- 
■elvn  before  they  were  attacked  by  the  French  troops.  This 
proves,  however,  that  it  must  have  been  exceedingly  cold  to  compel 
iloclimaled  meu  to  resort  to  sueh  an  expedient  to  keep  th^inaelves 
wann  in  iho  j/reaencu  of  the  enemy. 

RAtn.ufr,  at  aiiofher  plane,  furnishes  statements  which  prove  what 
a  fearftd  mortality  attenda  the  campaigns  in  this  fitful  ciimato.  In 
IfHO — Oil!  year  when  Keaiist  won  his  spins,  and  first  saw  fire — 
iIuriDi;  (he  months  of  July,  Aiiguaf,  and  Sepleml*r,  there  was  a 
montlily  uvurage  of  14,000  eick,  and  during  the  hist  five  monlha  of 
that  year  7.000  died  in  the  military  hoapiuda  in  Algiers,  This  does 
not  include  thone  who  were  sent  l>.i£k  to  France  to  die  or  recover 
tbare, 

In  the  year  18-11,  the  number  of  days  during  which  patients  were 
on  the  nu-k  list  amounted  to  2,269,588.  Theae.  divided  by  75,000 
men,   give  31    days  in  the   hospital  for   every    mihtary   m.aa  in 
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Algiers.  During  this  same  year,  the  mortalitj  in  the  hospitals  in 
Africa  was  7,812,  to  which  must  be  added  484,  who  died  on  their 
passage  back  to  France,  er  in  the  hospitals  there.  Total,  8,296,  or 
over  11  1-2  per  cent  of  the  effective  force  of  the  army. 

As  to  tlie  mortality  and  suffering  among  the  beasts  of  burthen,  it 
was  almost  incredible.  Not  a  single  expedition  took  place  which, 
when  it  tenninated,  might  riot  have  been  justly  termed  disorganized 
in  a  far  greater  degree  than  our  own  dear  Army  of  the  Potomac,  on 
the  2d  September,  1862,  when,  to  elevate  the  rehabilitating  powers  of 
MoClellan  and  his  favorites,  it  was  represented  to  be  in  such  a 
shocking  condition.  If  any  officer  wishes  to  appreciate  the  hard- 
ships of  a  soldier's  life,  he  has  only  to  make  one  campaign  in  Africa, 
to  comprehend  all  its  labors,  privations,  hai'dships,  and  dangers — the 
worst,  since  the  climate  engenders  diseases  which  assail  the  body 
through  the  mind  as  well  as  through  the  ordinary  channels.  One 
of  these  is  no8tal^a,or  home-sickness,  to  which  Raasloff  and  Lamp- 
ing both  feelingly  allude.  The  other  is  that  inexplicable  depression 
of  spirits — veiy  similar  in  its  effects  to  the  preceding,  but  yet  not 
altogether  the  same,  wliich  too  often  converts  a  slight  or  curable 
wound  into  a  dangerous  one,  or  mortal,  such  as  neither  surgeon, 
medicine,  nor  any  amount  of  care  can  alleviate. 

To  show  of  what  indomitable  stuff  Phil  Kearny  was  made^ 
when  he  left  Saumur  to  proceed  to  Algiers  he  was  so  ill  that  he  had 
to  be  carried  to  his  carriage,  and  one  of  his  comrades  wrote  out  to 
the  United  States  that  "  he  would  not  be  at  all  surprised  if  Keabnt 
left  his  bones  in  Africa."  Whether  it  was  that  intense  mental 
excitement  overcame  any  physical  weakness,  there  was  something 
astonishing  in  the  manner  in  which  the  climate  of  Alters,  so 
trying  or  fatal  to  the  majority,  agreed  with  him.  One  of  his  rela- 
tives refers  to  this  at  the  time,  quoting  from  one  of  his  letters,  that 
while  he  was  dashing  about  and  fighting  for  the  love  of  the  thing 
under  the  burning  skies  of  Africa,  when  men  and  horses  were  fid- 
ling  around  him  from  the  effects  of  the  intense  heat,  he  was  breath- 
ing in  health  and  strength,  and  returned  home  in  robust  health. 

Having  thus  endeavored  to  present  a  clear  idea  of  the  climate  of 
that  region  in  which  France  forms  the  nerves  and  sinews  of  her 
army,  as  bad,  if  not  worse,  than  the  majority  of  the  weather  which 
our  armies  had  to  encounter,  the  reader  may  desire  to  know  some- 
thing in  regard  to  the  French  conquests  and  wars  in  Northern 
Africa.  » 
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In  May-July,  1830,  General  Bodbmojjt  landed  a  French  army, 
and  captured  Algiera.  By  thie  conquest  tlie  French  obtained  a 
colony,  fertile  and  acceBsible,  which  they  had  long  coveted,  and  con- 
siderable plunder.  It  is  questionable  whether  they  baveever  derived 
any  other  benefit  fiom  it  than  the  formation  of  an  army,  which,  an 
lar  as  it  goes,  ahowa  it  has  no  superior.  Down  to  1S45,  the  con- 
qneal  was  bariUy  more  tk'ui  nuutinal,  altliough  the  campaign  in 
1840,  iu  which  Kearnt  pai'tieipate<],  gave  some  very  rude  shocks 
to  the  native  powers  of  resiBtence.  In  1836  occuired  the  first 
expiation  against  Conatimtine  which  ended  in  disaster. 

Up  to  this  time  Abd-el-Kakee,  allhongh  a  powerful  chief,  had 
not  become  the  supremo  leader  of  the  Arabs,  although  he  had 
op]>osed  the  French  wilL  ability  and  intrepidity,  especially  In  the 
west,  for  several  years.  There,  in  1832,  befora  Oran,  he  expe- 
rienced a  Gettysburg  defeat  in  a  conflict  which  lasted  three  days, 
like  our  own  great  battle  for  national  eidstence.  In  1SS5  he 
•eemed  to  have  established  a  regular  government,  and  even  to  have 
reconstructed  the  Arab  nationality.  Dm'ing  the  suocee<liiig  years 
he  gained  great  desultory  BHCceasea  over  the  French.  These,  on  the 
ad  Slay,  1887,  concluded  with  bim  the  Treaty  of  the  Tnfna,  which, 
vliilo  it  conceded  great  advantages  to  the  Arab  Chief,  and  afforded 
kim  the  amplest  opportunities  to  oonaolidato  hia  power,  lefl  them 
friH!  to  turn  their  arms  agiunst  Constantine  and  restore  their  mili- 
torj-  oreiUt  by  the  capture  of  that  place,  13th  October,  1837-  This 
wax  a  happy  atroke,  both  of  arms  and  of  policy,  for  the  French,  since 
tbmr  InflucQco  hod  siifiered  greatly  by  tbeii*  failure  under  its  walla. 

llie  subsequent  campaigns  of  1840  and  1841  may  be  said  to  have 
broken  the  confederated  power  wliich  Abd-ei^Kadek  had  consoH-. 
<Iated.  Then  the  campaigns  of  1842  and  1843  were  directed  against 
tlu)  individual  tribes,  and  soon  brought  them  to  reason. 

>Vheii  Dambemost,  the  French  Governor  and  Commander-in- 
Chief,  was  killed  before  Constantine,  12th  October,  1837,  at  the 
moment  when  his  plans  for  the  captureof  the  city  wore  on  the  point 
of  being  crowned  with  success,  the  command  devolved  upon  Valee 
by  the  unanimous  voice  of  those  highest  in  rank,  as  well  as  by  right 
of  aeuiority.  He  realized  the  truth  of  the  dying  words  of  tlie  heroic 
Colonel  Combes,  who  fell  in  the  triumphant  storming.  Pierced  wnth 
two  balls,  this  officer  of  the  old  Roman  tj'pe  reported  the  success  of 
the  movement,  which  he  had  directed  and  led,  and  closed  the 
aoootmt  with  these  words :  "  Happy,"  said  he,  to  the  Royal  Duke  of 
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Nemonrs,  "  happy  are  they  who  are  not  wounded  to  the  death  (or 
mortally);  they  will  live  to  enjoy  the  triumph — i,  €.,  or  reap  the 
rewards."  Then  he  withdrew  to  his  tent,  and  the  next  day  the 
army  had  to  deplore  his  decease.  Valee  received  the  prize  due  to 
Damremont,  just  as  too  many  in  our  late  civil  war  assumed  the 
laurels  which  ought  to  have  been  hung  on  the  tombstones  of  the 
dead. 

For  the  capture  of  this  African  stronghold — the  prize  of  so  much 
blood  and  suffering — ^Valee  was  raised  to  the  dignity  of  Marshal 
of  France,  and  made  Governor-General  of  Algiers.  His  power  was 
despotic,  and  his  disposition  did  not  move  him  to  use  his  authority 
with  gentleness.  W.  von  Raaslofp,  a  distinguished  representative 
of  the  Danish  Artillery,  afterwards  Minister  or  Political  Agent 
from  Denmark  to  this  country,  hereinbefore  quoted,  who  made  the 
campaign  in  1840  under  him,  and  another  under  Bugeaud,  would 
seem  to  represent  him  as  one  of  the  most  severe  and  most  unfeeling 
of  men.  If  his  character  is  not  overdrawn  by  tliis  writer,  he  might 
almost  be  styled  pitiless. 

Raasloff  relates  two  anecdotes  of  Valee,  the  first  of  which 
occurred  while  he  was  serving  in  Spain  during  the  time  of 
Napoleon  ;  of  the  second  of  these  the  Danish  Volunteer  was  an 
eye-witness.  The  one  proves  that  Valee  had  no  generous 
appreciation  of  the  nobility  of  manhood,  the  other  that  he  had  no 
sympathy  for  the  grandeur  of  that  fortitude  which  Napoleon  de- 
clared to  be  the  first  of  military  virtues.  Ke.\kny  himself  related 
another  incident,  which  shows  such  a  hard  heart,  that  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  memory  has  been  treacherous.  Upon  one  occasion  an 
hospital  had  been  established  in  a  position  which  the  Marshal  had 
selected  for  his  headquarters,  or  else  the  cries  of  the  wounded  dis- 
tm'bed  him.  He  at  once  ordered  them  to  be  removed  out  of  ear- 
shot ;  and  that  night  the  Arabs  made  a  dash,  or  stole  within  the 
lines,  and  cut  off  all  their  heads.  This,  however,  was  about  the 
substance  of  the  story.  Whether  this  be  true  or  not,  the  old  Mar- 
shal was  a  pitiless  disciplinarian.  His  Napoleonic  contempt  far 
human  life,  as  Raasloff  styles  it,  would  not  be  tolerated  by  our 
soldiers  in  this  country. 

Yet  it  was,  perhaps,  well  that  Kearnt  saw  his  first  real  service 
under  such  a  man,  who,  with  all  his  faults,  was  a  commander  of 
very  great  ability,  and  the  "  creator  of  the  French  Artillery  "  of  his 
day.    It  taught  him  the  difference  between  the  true  and  the  shami. 
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Ihe  "  Man  of  Iron  "  from  the  want  of  appreciation  of  men,  and  the 
"  Man  of  Iron  "  from  the  inexorable  demand  of  the  hour,  t.ho  latter 
the  man  for  the  crisia  of  a  nation.  He  could  apprehend  all  that  was 
grvM  in  Vaijie  and  lay  it  to  heart  aa  an  example  to  he  followed, 
and  ■ppreciali'  all  thul  waa  nnworthy  of  imitation,  aa  oxumplifed 
by  hia  speech  to  the  Duke  op  Orleans,  when  the  young  Prince 
bade  adieu  to  his  troops  after  the  estpedition  llirough  the  "Iron 
GatM."  Amid  the  pi-ofound  and  general  emotion,  Vai.ee  waa 
biurd  to  exclaim:  "Now  it  is  time  to  die,  '  After  having  counted 
thrM!  sons  of  the  King  in  my  army,  and  having  Been  two  under 
fire,  uutlung  is  left  for  me  but  to  quit  {tkchoir)." 

Aui>-ki.-Kader,  which  signifies  "Servant  of  the  Alujigbty,"  and 
refer)  to  his  saintly  extraction  and  religious  education  and  claims, 
a  trae  rejireisentulive  of  Arab  ability,  was  a  politician  of  no  mean 
capauty,  and  a  General  well  adapted  to  develop  and  direct  the 
warlike  and  fanatic  tribes  which  acknowledged  his  authority.  Hia 
perBOOal  appearance  was  alone  sufficient  to  inspire  respect.  The 
writer  hail  ample  opportimities  of  judging  of  this.  He  waa  intro- 
duced III  IiuR  in  1851,  had  rooms  adjacent  to  bim  in  the  same  bote) 
in  SJaraeillea,  and  saw  him  again  in  1852  at  Avignon.  At  this  time 
be  waa  about  forty-seven  years  of  age.  No  portrmt  begins  to  do 
jiwtice  to  bis  beauty — if  such  a  term  can  be  applied  to  a  man ; 
although  it  is  just  in  his  case,  for  very  few  women  could  surpass 
hlni  in  the  delicacy  and  regularity  of  his  features.  Select  the  hand- 
■omi-st  (wrtrait  over  exhibited  of  this  Arab  Chieftain,  and  it  falls 
fiir  »hiin  of  the  original  in  the  prime  of  manhood,  since  no  painUng 
could  give  any  idea  of  the  gentle  expression  of  hia  eyes  and  coun- 
lODBDCo  in  repose,  nor  of  its  lire  when  aroused. 

At  KE.vKsr's  report  of  hia  experiences  in  Algiers,  made  to  Major- 
GentfTAl  Scott,  on  his  return  in  the  fall  of  1840 — although  diligent 
•etuvli  Itaa  been  made  in  former  years,  and  even  after  this  was  partly 
written — i«  not  to  be  found  among  the  arctiives  of  the  War  Depart- 
mcoit  nor  elsewhere,  and  as  all  documents,  letters,  and  memoranda 
relating  to  his  service  in  Africa  appear  to  have  been  destroyed, 
UwreJbre  a  lenaciona  memory,  the  narratives  of  cotemporaries,  and 
a  scries  of  first-ctass  works  on  Algerian  affairs,  are  the  sources  from 
which  the  following  chapters  or  uarralives  have  been  compiled. 
Tlm  Ke*  Rsr  went  to  Alters  with  the  I>ceke  op  Orleans  waa  always 
utidenliwd !  that  he  passed  the  Gat«8  of  Iron  with  that  Prince  is 
«tat«d  by  n  military  historian ;  that  he  was  at  the  storming  of  the 
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Pass  at  Mouzaia  is  testified  by  the  Prince  de  Joinville,  brother  of 
the  Duke  op  Orleans  that  he  displayed  great  gallantry  and  forti- 
tude is  borne  witness  to  by  his  immediate  commander  and  com^ 
rades.  Many  of  the  incidents  can  be  coiToborated  from  the  remii^ 
iscences  of  the  writer,  who  had  them  from  Kearny  himself,  from 
references  in  letters,  and  from  conversations  in  Europe  and  Africa 
with  participants  in  the  campaign  of  1840.  The  descriptions  of  the 
operations  themselves,  and  of  the  localities  are  from  the  best  his- 
torical works  upon  the  subject,  or  from  the  narratives  of  volunteers 
who  took  part  in  the  events  which  they  describe.  The  operations 
in  the  fall  of  1839,  and  of  the  spring  and  summer  of  1840,  were 
among  the  most  glorious  for  the  French  arms  in  Africa.  In  Octo- 
ber, the  Duke  of  Orleans  achieved  a  moral  military  triumph  which 
will  ever  be  coupled  with  his  name — ^the  passage  of  the  "Iron 
Gates  of  the  Atlas."  The  marvelous  defl  threaded  by  the  Frendi 
colunm  was  justly  considered  impracticable  for  an  army,  much  more 
80  for  one  carrying  with  it  any  kind  of  artillery  or  materiak  The 
natives  were  almost  justified  in  beUeving  that  no  armed  oppositiQii 
was  necessary  to  render  it  unfortunate,  since  natm-e  itself  had  dime 
all  that  was  requisite  to  make  it  dreadful  and  perilous,  and  a  single 
shower  could  not  only  render  the  bold  adventure  impossible,  but 
utterly  destructive.  The  belief  that  the  Roman  Legionaries— 
those  universal  and  irresistible  conquerors,  who  have  left  traces  of 
their  iron-handed  occupation  throughout  Northern  Africa,  in  what- 
ever quarter  the  French  have  penetrated — ^had  never  achieved  the 
passage  of  these  "  Iron  Gates,"  must  have  been  a  great  incentive 
to  the  Duke  and  to  his  troops.  To  accomplish  what  the  Romans 
had  not,  was  indeed  a  superlative  honor.  At  all  events,  the  fiict 
was  well  established,  that  if  the  Roman  Eagles,  at  some  unknown 
date,  had  gone  through  the  "  Iron  Gates,"  no  other  military  ensign 
had  passed  through  except  the  Gallic  Cock,  eleven  years  afterwards, 
to  be  superseded  by  the  Imperial  Eagle. 

In  the  ensuing  year  the  same  young,  gallant  Prince  achieved  even 
greater  fame  by  a  purely  military  triumph  at  the  Pass  of  the  Mou- 
zaia, since  the  Gates  of  Iron  were  not  defended ;  whereas  the  Col 
de  Mouzaia,  scarcely  less  strong  by  nature,  was  held  by  a  strong 
force  of  Abi>-el-Kader*s  best  regular  troops,  likewise  an  army  of 
irregulars,  admirable  sharpshooters,  all  inspired  with  the  courage 
of  fanaticism,  which,  in  such  a  natural  fortress,  could  not  have 
been  overcome  but  by  the  discipline  of  picked  veterans  win- 


oocompsgiiar  la  Due  D'OBWiK*.  0 
M  PortcB  iliiPor."  • 

Bi  TBonniucD.  1.  SBD- 
ic  Uie  Black  Uoaul^M  from  NeoiUdt  to  Frorburg,  11  Is  noceMmr,  (or  Iha 
boan,  Ui  travel  albug  >  narrow  tallej  botwDcn  pcrpcuilicalu  rocks.  Tlila 
TaHcj.  Ill  ralliKr  IhJi  crsTiee.  al  Ibuiind  of  wlilcli  runs  ■  torrcni,  laonlr  n  ftw  facea  wide, 
CBil  li  (UBol  tbe  'VnUcToJ  Uoli."  Bjttili  wrrlhlo  deWe  Iho  eroaler  part  of  the  French 
wmr  i<initi:i  Monctd,  in  1790,}  tnvBtn.il  Ilia  Btiick  Foibbc,  wltb  an  cneiD;  (Iba  Aaatriia 
wnj)  on  lU  rruDt,  ou  ita  Jluiks,  uid  In  !U  rasr.  Ic  wu  ol  tbia  isUey  that  UnnbDl  Viu-isa, 
Im  I  All,  wnie  Uib  tDllowing  eooclu  cote  Id  ttie  Electur  at  BitbiIii,  wbo  proiaeil  Villab*  tt> 
0VHUuBlMkFur«Muiajulalilm:  'This  Vnlls; of  Neosladl.  which  j-on  propoia lo me' 
lalbarosil  which  UiBimiplv  call  tbfl  '  VhUhj' u(  BtlL'  Well,  If  yonr  nigbneB*  will  pudon 
■w  Aw  DilifnalOD,  I  uu  Dot  ilovl!  onouEli  to  pui  tbrough  IL" — Catnpagaii  dt  Horiav  ; 
aurt-'AnnatK^UU  fTiin."  |4S,1,5,  SU.  CampuiellL-va*.i't"Sandlioot/orSoiMtm 


"Come  on,  we'll  quickly  find  a  unrer  footing. 
And  •omeOiing  like  a  palhwar.  wklcli  tho  lommt 
Huh  waah'd  ilacd  wlnlec."  — UucrniD. 

Is  the  summer  and  early  fall  of  1839,  the  despatches  from  the 
Generals  in  Altera  to  tbe  Home  Government  pi ^nly  demonstrated 
that  hostilities,  sooner  or  Inter,  were  inevitable.  Add-el  Eaoes 
•eemed  to  look  forward  to  a  renewal  of  the  war  as  the  only  method 
of  inainlaining  his  authority  over  tlio  Confederation  of  Tribes, 
which  he  had  labored  so  long  to  bring  about  and  consolidate. 
3Ixrahal  Vaixe,  Governor-General  of  the  French  poBsessions,  waA 
pisfeoUy  willing  to  accept  the  gage  of  defiance,  and  was  even  will- 
ii^  1o  provoke  the  Emir  to  throw  it  down  that  he  might  take  it  up, 

Tliia  Btnto  of  affairs  soon  became  known  in  the  army,  and  thus,  at 
an  early  date,  Keauny  becmie  apprised  of  what  was  going  on  in 
Africa.  lie  at  once  applied  to  the  French  Government  for  per- 
misHion  td  accompany  an  expedition  into  tbe  interior,  and  make  a 
camtKiign  under  generals  who  had  already  won  a  reputation  where- 
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ever  a  soldier^s  name  was  known  and  respected.  His  request  was 
acceded  to,  and  whether  as  an  honorary  aid  on  the  staff  of  the  Duke 
OF  Orleans,  or  as  a  supernumerary  officer  attached  to  the  finest 
light  cavalry  regiment  in  the  service,  he  had  an  opportunity  to 
acquu*e,  under  the  Ix'St  conditions,  a  practical  military  knowledge, 
and  learn  the  utmost  which  a  soldier  is  called  upon  to  endure. 
These  gratifying  api>oiutments  gave  him  a  delightful  position  Imd 
protected  him  against  the  i)rejudices  entertained  by  the  aged  conh- 
niander-in-chief  against  foreign  officers,  whose  presence  in  his  camp 
was  extremely  distiisteful  to  him.  They  annoyed  and  bored  him. 
Such,  at  all  events,  wiis  Ke aunt's  opinion.  And  armed  with  despotic 
power,  and  gilled  with  an  unamiable  disposition,  it  is  not  likely  that 
he  would  have  made  the  American  volunteer's  service  particularly 
agreeable  to  him,  had  the  young  tnuis:itlantic  dragoon  been  forced 
to  come  in  direct  contact  with  him,  or  without  the  intermediation  of 
powei-ftil  and  willing  protectors. 

In  the  fall  of  1839  an  expeditionary  corps  was  assembled  in  the 
province  of  Constiintine,  whose  constituents  were  brought  thither 
partly  in  transports,  direct  from  France,  and  partly  from  Algiers. 

The  command-in-chief  was  assumed  by  Marshal  Valee.  Under 
him  the  Duke  of  Orleans  had  a  fine  division.  To  the  staff  of  the 
latter  Lieutenant  I^hilip  IvEAiiNY  was  attached  as  an  honorary  aid* 
de-camp.*  The  Marslial  and  Royal  Duke  privately  resolved  to 
undertake  with  this  corps  the  somewhat  adventurous  march  from 
Const'intine,  along  the  Akkaba  precipices,  through  the  Jujura 
(Djordjora)  to  Algiers — adventurous,  indeed,  for  if  Abd-elt-Kadeb, 
or  any  of  his  dependents  (which  latter,  at  that  time,  the  French  had 
no  longer  any  right  to  trust),  with  a  mere  handful  of  their  p^eople, 
had  undertiken  to  bar  the  way,  at  certain  defensible  points,  the 
French  column,  totally  destitute  of  any  resources  except  those 
which  it  carried  with  it,  would  have  been  placed  in  a  most  desperate 
position  ;  nay,  more,  if  only  a  few  days  of  rain  hdd  occurred,  the 
principal  defile  would  have  become  totally  impassable.  When  all 
these  risks  are  taken  into  consideration,  this  march  seems  like  a 
bravado,  since  no  real  advantages  could  be  obtained  tlu-ough  it^ 
while,  on  the  contrary,  as  long  as  Abiveiz-K.vder  had  not  ratified 
the  Convention  of  Tafna,  which  regulated  the  boundaries  of  the 
French  and  his  own  jurisdiction,  and  had  not  publicly  acknowledged 

. 1  ■  — 
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it,  this  march  coold  only  sen'e  still  more  to  excite  the  inimical  feel- 
iug«  of  (iie  Arabs  n-ho  adhered  to  the  Edhc  lliis  march  hiw  been 
reiireacDteil  by  the  French  as  an  bl-i  of  taking  possession  of  the 
eoattUy  oefkd  to  ihein  ;  but  "sach  an  luterpretRtion  of  it  can  only 
excite  a  Hinile,"  for  the  reason  that  lit  timeti  the  Fi'eudi  troops  advanced 
with  stich  celerity  that  Ihey  appeared  more  like  a  body  of  fugitives 
than  an  artuy  of  conquerors,  and  becausetliey  scarcely  left  any  mora 
trac«H  of  theb  passage  through  the  greater  part  of  the  country  tra 
i«r««d  than  a  ship  of  its  coarse  through  the  ooeau. 

UnUl  llie  French  array  had  actually  marched  through  the  district^ 
which  tliey  were  about  to  attempt,  the  most  wonderful  repreeenta- 
tationsaod  themost  fabulous  descriptionsofite defiles  were  received 
with  most  implicit  faith  in  France.  The  following  relation  is  com^ 
piled  from  various  authentic  sources,  but  particularly  from  thejonr- 
nnl  of  an  officer  who  participated  in  whatever  glory  accrued  to  die 
eipfslition,  which,  in  many  respects,  was  truly  glorious,  smce  almost 
prcry  human  success  is  dependent  npon  fortune,  and  it  required  a 
ooncnrrcnce  of  the  most  fortunate  accidents,  the  favorable  co-oper»- 
tmti,  not  of  men  alone,  but  of  nature  also,  not  merely  to  make  it 
meoessfal,  but  to  prevent  it  fi'om  being  disastrous. 

Tliis  description  will  show  what  extreme  diflicnltics  the  expedi- 
tion had  to  overcome,  and  how  well  it  was  adapted  to  exalt  the 
imprcMionaltle  minds  of  tlic  French,  so  easily  excited  and  affected 
bjr  t'levattvi  and  cxtraortUniiry  ideas. 

The  renown  of  this  exploit  w'dl  be  forever  connected  with  the 
uune  of  the  Dirse  ok  Orlbaks,  the  pet  of  the  nation,  but  especially 
of  the  Anny  of  Africa,  whose  dangers  and  privations  he  had  so 
pften  allured  in  I83.>,  1839,  1840 — an  army  which  not  only  looked 
up  to  bioi  as  an  able  and  couragi^ous  leader,  but  confided  in  him 
•a  the  true  an^l  acknowledged  friend  of  the  soldier. 

On  ihff  24tii  October,  1889,  the  expedition  was  at  Selif,  seventy- 
nine  milce  wcBt-abaih-weat  of  Const,intine,  direcdy  sontJi  of  the  Giilf 
of  Bongia.  The  troops  believed  that  they  were  destined  to  open 
the  communication  between  Sctif  and  Bougia,  tlirough  the  most 
itnptirtatit  Kabyle  tribefl,  wliich  dwelt  in  the  inonntaina  around  the 
bttter  port ;  au  operation  of  the  greatest  consequence  as  regarded 
tho  afdant  of  the  province  of  ConstantJne.  The  Kabyles,  with 
whom  the  feint  of  negotiations  waa  initialed,  did  not  show  them- 
«elvee  to  much  opgwscd  to  laying  out  a  road  through  their  land  as 
the  French  authorities  had  e.xpected. 
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On  tho  ^oth  October  the  column  marched  in  a  direction  which 
fitill  kopt  up  the  idea  that  the  objective  was  Bougia.  On  the  26th, 
early  in  the  morning,  the  course  was  changed,  and  after  a  march  of 
two  liourH  a  joyful  murmur  suddenly  arose  throughout  the  column, 
,  for  th(^  soldiers  of  the  advance  guard  had  discovered  that  they  were 
not  <^)n  the  road  to  Zamourali — a  small  town  northwardly  and  west- 
wardly  of  Setif,  occupied  by  Turks,  which  had  submitted  to  the 
French — but  were  "  going  it  loose  "  in  a  more  southerly  direction 
towards  Kl  Biban,  that  awful  pass  renowned  forages.  In  a  moment 
tho  crios,  "Algiers!"  "El  Biban!"  "Les  Fortes  de  Fer!"  "the 
Iron  (tati'S !"  were  in  every  mouth.  Without  orders  the  soldiers 
quiokencMl  their  j)ace ;  from  front  to  rear  the  music  of  its  favorite 
song  resounded  in  each  regiment.  There  was  no  more  fever  in  the 
column.  The  brave  French  felt  no  more  sickness,  no  more  fatigue; 
no  one  considered  the  countless  difficulties  which  they  had  to 
enoouiiU^r,  or  the  weakness  of  the  column,  or  the  mountain  brooks, 
wiiicli  a  single  shower  could  swell  into  torrents,  and  thus  render 
advnn<*e  and  retreat  equally  impossible.  The  wildest  enthusiasm 
took  possession  of  the  troops,  in  which  the  leaders  perceived  a  sure 
token  of  a  brilliant  result. 

Now  that  the  secret  was  out,  the  most  important  affiur  was  to  se- 
cure, by  tlK'  rapidity  of  the  march,  those  advantages  wliich  had  al- 
reaily  been  won  through  the  astute  and  scrupulous  silence  of  Mar* 
slial  \'.\i.i:k,  and  ni:ike  the  most  of  them.  In  two  days,  26th  and 
27th  iVtober,  the  expedition  had  accomplished  over  sixty  miles,  and 
alreavly  on  the  evening  of  the  latter  day,  the  peaks  of  El  Bibaa 
were  visible.  On  the  2Sth,  the  divisions,  commanded  respectively 
by  llio  DrivK  of  Okle.vxs  and  General  Galbois,  separated,  the 
formed  inclining:  to  the  lot\  and  south,  while  the  latter  wheeled  off 
to  tho  right  into  the  plain  of  IModjanah,  in  order  to  secure  the  good 
will  i^f  tho  Turks  of  Zcmiourah  for  the  French,  andto  finish  the 
nivossnry  preparations  for  establishing  the  great  military  camp  at 
Si^titl  lll*s^^  \Hvupiod  by  the  French,  under  the  s;ime  General  Galbois, 
in  ISV'^.  It  had  ralm\l  on  tho  morning  of  the  2Sth.  and  the  col- 
umn did  not  movo  a'^un  until  this  rain  had  ceased,  since  its  contin- 
uaiuv  would  have  riMidored  tho  dotile  of  £1  Biban  impracticable. 
Tho  Ov^lumn  oor.'^isiinir  of  a  siusjlo  division,  that  of  the  Drsx  op 
i>Kirv\s  ooMiprisid  i\r>r»l  foou  of  tho  22d  of  the  Line  and  of  the 
fauunis  iM  ar.vl  ITth  l.iurlit  Intantrv,  iMScavalrvtletachments,  from 
Xlw  \iX  and  ;»d  ChusTiours  d'AiVique — ;o  the  former  of  these 
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XT  was  attaobed — and  Spahis ;  and  250  men  of  the  more  scientific 
corps,  engineer  troops  (Sappers  and  Miners),  one  companj-,  and  artil- 
tecista  with  four  12  pounder  mountain-howitzers,  on  the  pack-Badd!e 
■rnetn.  Eiiuh  soldier  carried  provisions  for  six  days,  and  sixty  car- 
tridges; 81)0  hea<l  of  cattle  and  sheep  followed  the  division.  The 
Adutni8tratic)a  (Field  Commissariat)  had  the  precaution  to  add  a 
twerve  eiipply  of  provisions  for  iteven  days  more.  Proud  and  ex- 
,  altol  at  the  very  idea  that  they  were  about  to  solve  a  raililary  prob- 
lem which  the  Romaa  legions  had  never  dared  to  undertake,  the 
trooi>8  advanced  with  alacrity. 

After  a  difficult  march — severe  npon  the  troops  on  account  of  the 
obtiruetions  encountei-ed,  rather  than  the  distance  traversed — in 
the  t»eil  of  the  Oaed-Bouklietenn,  the  mountain  rallcy  all  at  onco 
fccgan  to  contract,  and  grow  more  and  more  narrow;  gigantic,  sav- 
ssffrlookiDg  masses  of  rock,  heaped  the  one  upon  another,  rose  up 
before  the  troops  and  restricted  the  sphere  of  vision  in  the  most 
pwuliar  manner.  Next  the  column  had  to  laltor  along  a  rough 
uKt-paih,  up  ascents  almost  perpendicular,  succeeded  by  descents 
iwat  MS  precipitous.  The  spade  and  the  pickaxe  of  the  Sappers 
iimI  Sliners  were  continually  called  into  action  to  render  these 
pRuticiblu  for  the  cavalry  and  paek-raules,  especially  those  of  the 
STtafery,  Each  tUno  that  the  column  had  attained  the  pUiteau 
»lu(i  crowniil  the  wild  siimniit  of  one.of  these  ridges,  they  hoped 
Hut  ibe  barrier  was  surmounteii.  but  on  arriving  at  the  crest,  the 
KiiSen  beheld  new  peaks  present  thcmselvea  like  an  immense  sea 
of  rocky  waves,  clothed  with  wild  woods  and  crowned  with  cactoa 
■ndaloca. 

At  length  they  plunged  into  a  deep  defile,  and  all  at  once  found 
theniaelvvs  hemmed  in  on  every  side  by  gigantic  walls  of  limestoue, 
whtdi,  a  few  moments  before,  they  had  not  been  able  to  discover, 
irikd  up  in  isolated  and  detairhed  fragments,  several  hundred  feet 
ia  allhnde,  their  outlines  shai-ply  ilrawn  against  the  blue  sky  in 
Mnmgo  and  fantastic  shapes.  Fiirlher  away,  towards  the  east  and 
ynsi,  all  these  isolated  peaks  arrayed  themselves  into  parallel 
ranges  of  gray  or  swaithy  limestone,  leaning,  as  it  were,  against 
•braptgnmite  supporla,"  the  latter  shooting  up  perpendicuLirly  to  the 
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height,  in  some  places,  of  800  or  900  feet,  in  others,  of  more  than 
1,000  feet,  whose  crest  line,  broken  by  long  intervals,  illuminated 
by  the  light  of  the  sun,  presented  the  aspect  of  an  immense  ram- 
part with  colossal  embrasures.  These  walls,  which  seemed  to  real- 
ize the  fable  of  Atlas,  and  support  the  azure  vault,  were  not  more 
than  from  40  to  100  feet  apart,  and  had  the  effect  of  appearing  to 
close  in  upon  each  other  in  order  to  frustrate  any  attempt  to  ad- 
vance. 

After  a  rough  and  almost  scarped  descent,  the  troops  found  them- 
selves in  the  wildest  position  it  is  possible  to  conceive,  in  a  little 
patch  of  green,  shaped  like  a  pointed  egg,  or  rather  the  orbit  of  a 
comet,  cut  off  at  the  butt  by  angular  rocks,  most  savage  in  their 
aspect,  while  the  whole  contour  was  surrounded,  except  where  the 
rifts  afforded  entrance  and  exit,  by  almost  unappreciable  walls  of 
limestone,  whose  summits,  at  an  immense  height,  overhung  their 
bases,  craning  over  as  if  to  see  what  was  passing  beneath  them, 
and  along  the  naiTOw  track,  which,  again  and  again,  crossed  the 
thread  of  water  known  as  the  Oued-Boukheteun.  This  streamlet, 
after  it  leaves  the  mountains,  receives  the  name  of  the  Oued- 
Biban.  A  feeble  brook  in  the  diy  season,  after  heavy  rains  it  bo- 
comes  a  wild  torrent,  which  fills  the  whole  defile. 

The  ellipse  of  verdure,  just  described,  constitutes  a  sort  of  vesti- 
bule or  entrance-com*t  to  the  "  Gates,"  and  can  be  compared  to 
nothing  but  a  narrow  trap  or  deep  kettle,  in  which  an  enemy  could 
have  overwhelmed  the  column  with  the  greatest  ease,  shooting 
down  the  troops  from  the  surrounding  cliffs,  slaughtering  them 
like  poultry — "  tame  ducks  "  is  the  word  in  the  journal  generally 
followed,  in  a  coop,  without  their  being  able  to  inflict  the  slightest 
injuiy  in  retm-n.  The  exit  is  a  split,  not  over  eight  feet  broad, 
cleft  vertically  through  the  beetling  Titanic  cliffs — the  loftiest^  of 
reddish  granite,  the  lowest  of  gi-ay  or  dai-k-liued  limestone. 

77d8  82ylU  toas  the  FIRST  IRON  GATE. 

After  passing  through  this  opening,  the  column  had  to  string 
out  along  a  narrow  path  formed  by  the  disintegi'ation  of  the  marly, 
portions  of  the  rock,  and  clamber  over  huge  blocks  of  chalk, 
almost  filling  the  gigantic  fiurow  between  the  pai'allel  walls,  w^hich 
seemed  to  spring  up  to  meet  the  sky.  The  Second  Iron  Gate  was 
soon  reached,  and,  twenty  paces  fai'thcr  on,  the  Third  ;  both  of 
these,  like  the  First,  cleft  as  perpendicularly  as  if  cut  with  a  plumb- 
line,  but  so  naiTOW  that  there  was  scarcely  room  for  the  passage  of 
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» loaded  jiauk-nmle.  Fifty  paces  farther  on,  again,  the  Fourth  In  on 
GiTE  was  eucountered,  a  little  less  narrow  than  the  three  previous 
Oiks.  Three  hundred  paces  farther  on,  the  defile  proper  cejisea, 
^nd  opens  into  a  beautiful  and  grauious  valley. 

How  many  centuries  must  Lave  elapsed  before  the  waters  of  a 
liftle  brook  could  have  worn  down  this  abyss,*  whose  wondeis  are 
not  Basi'eptible  of  a  description  which  can  afford,  to  any  one  who 
lias  Hot  seen  them,  a  just  idea  of  the  reality — an  abyss  which  in  sU 
twe  has  recdved  the  title  of  the  Iron  Gates  op  the  Atlas,  and 
wiiose  passage  has  been  regarded  with  awe !  The  domination  of 
tn©  country  would  almost  seem  to  appertain  to  the  iuast«r  of  an 
""ay  which  dared  to  attempt,  and  succeeded  in  passing  them,  in  the 
"Ultiide  of  a  conijueror. 

Throngb  these  Iron  Gates  the  van-guard  hurried  on,  the  Marshal 
""d  Di'KE  OP  Okleans  with  their  staffs  (including  Kearsi) 
'^'''^g,  amid  the  triiiraphant  clangor  of  military  music  and  the 
j^lwlant  shouts  of  the  soldiery,  which  seemed  to  make  the  very 
Wdts  tremble.  The  only  trace  of  this  interesting  expedition  which 
'^ffijuned  behind  upon  its  stage  was  the  simple  inscription,  engraved 
■7  ibo  sappers  npon  the  natural  walls  of  the  pass : 

"Abmee  Francaise,  1839."  • 

Abont  seven  or  eight  hundred  feet  beyond  Ihe  fourth  Ii'on  Gate, 
the  defile  enlarges,  and  opens  into  such  a  smiling  and  peaceful  val- 
ley that  nature  seems  to  have  place<l  it  at  this  point  for  the  express 
purpose  of  cheering  up  the  soul  rendered  extremely  melancholy  by 
the  ^oomy  depths  of  the  preceding  gulf,  so  unearthly  and  so  savage 
aa  ranst  iibat«  the  courage  of  the  manliest  with  an  inesiatible  sensa- 
tion of  aw«. 

That  he  .iccompanicd  the  column  which  forced  its  passage 
Ihrcngh  those  Gimous  Gut«s  of  Iron  must  have  been  a  never-ending 
•onrco  4if  congratulation  to  Kearnt  ;  for  while  it  was  received  in 

■  "It  ippMn  ta  mc  thill  uno  ol  Uiu  hi^K  prnali  uC  (lie  ;uuI1i  of  our  etobi',  or  of  lU 
(■volition.  H  >ll  i^Tiial*.  Utbai  lUturtuFgoliliiiu  doLImhii  ailiaiiMed.  Gold  la  •uchio 
•MaoUil  10  olTlDiatiou  that  i[  Iho  world  Here  u  oIcIobeodid  bcllcrs,  it  would  Imvc  been 
■IkiMMial  latu:  aieo.    Tlictu  iVD  the  varda  ol  Brlgndiei-OeDenil  J.  W,  P.,  one  o[  ibe 

laott  bta  ton  LfBTenwonti.  Ihroiigh  Fort  Lanunlo.  to  lbs  Soulb  Fu*  ot  tile  ItiKlty 
UoantAlu,  knrma  at  tb*  '  nivllR'n  Qale,'  he  write*.-  'It  ioolu,  atflratvlcw.  oilf  Ibat 
jmlla, p«llwJ(l«tre»m(lhii"8weclWaler")h«d  worn  ■piw»aBethrao£b  the  ban! i,'iiii!li>— 
*  *  but  OD  ■  clo«i  cumiuHioD  I HU  coallniud  In  a  pro  lioua  opinion,  tlial  thu 
at  livora  tia  lormed  lot  them  oltcnci  thoa  ttiej  are  bf  them." 
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France  as  a  glorious  achieyement  of  her  armies,  it  had  a  most  bene* 
ficial  effect  upon  the  tribes  of  Algiere,  who  looked  upon  the  French 
as  something  more  than  human  for  having  dared  to  attempt  it. 

As  soon  as  the  soldiers — carrying  in  their  hands  leafy  branches, 
torn  fi-ora  the  scattered  palms,  which  counted  their  growth  by  cen- 
turies, and  grew  here  and  there  among  the  rocks — issued  forth  into 
this  lonely  dell,  they  saluted  with  shouts  of  joy  and  welcome,  that 
sun  which  they  had  completely  lost  sight  of  in  the  previous  abyss, 
whose  rays  now  almost  blinded  them.  Here  they  halted  for  a  space 
to  rest,  and  under  the  influence  of  recollections,  fresh  and  vivid,  of 
the  awful  scenery  which  they  had  traversed,  these  brave  men  soon 
forgot  all  their  fatigues  in  communicating  to  each  other  impressions 
made  upon  them  by  the  wonders  they  had  witnessed. 

Militarily,  to  occupy  or  bar  the  Biban  Pass  would  be  impossible, 
since  it  can  be  turned,  but  for  the  light  hifantry  to  do  so,  would 
have  required  some  days,  when  every  minute  was  precious.  The 
Duke  of  Orleans  did  everything  that  the  military  art  teaches  to 
get  possession  as  soon  as  possible  of  the  farther  end  of  the  defile,  and 
thus,  in  a  measure,  to  insure  the  safe  passage  of  the  column.  For- 
tunately, all  the  measures  which  foresight  indicated  were  superfluous. 
Not  a  single  enemy  showed  himself  The  expedition  was  favored 
with  the  finest  weather,  and  nothing  surpassed  the  joyous  sense  of 
relief  in  which  the  army  passed  the  first  evening  out  of  this  Brob- 
dinagian  trap. 

The  next  day,  the  29th  October,  the  division,  which  had  bivouacked 
on  the  bank  of  the  river  Makalou,  sLx  miles  north  of  El  Biban,  tra- 
versed an  immense  forest,  and  finally  reached  another  beautiful  val- 
ley, bordered  by  the  chain  of  the  Jm'jura.  Here  Marshal  Valee 
derived  intelligence,  from  letters  seized  upon  captured  messengers  of 
Add-el  Kadeu,  that  the  Kalifa  (Lieutenant)  of  the  Emir  had  estab- 
lished himself  on  the  plateau  of  the  Fort  of  Hamza,  in  order  to  bar 
the  road  to  Algiers  against  the  advancing  division. 

To  frustrate  this  movement,  the  division  made  a  forced  miarch  on 
the  80th,  through  a  country  so  destitute  of  drinkable  water,  and  so 
abundant  in  salty,  that  the  natives  styled  it  the  "Thirsty  Way." 

Meanwhile,  the  Duke  of  Orleans  pushed  ahead,  with  two  or 
three  companies  of  picked  infantry,  the  whole  of  the  cavalry,  and 
two  mountain  howitzers,  in  the  dii-ection  of  Hamza.  This  fort 
occupies  a  position  selected  with  judgment  During  the  period  of 
the  Turkish  domination  it  was  a  place  of  such  importance  that  the 
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Deys  always  tnamtained  a  strong  garrison  ■n'it)iin  its  ■walls.  This 
w:i6  by  no  means  duo  to  any  military  perceptions  of  their  engineers, 
for  the  Romans,  unsuqiasaed  in  their  occupation  of  fceypoints,  built 
a  fort  there,  namM  Anzea,  coeval  with  their  first  invasion  of  the 
country,  whicli  was  confided  to  a  garrison  of  veterans.  Tradition 
aflcribea,  however,  the  foundation  of  Hainzn  to  a,  king  of  Tjtb,  who 
fluuiuhcd  nine  cenluritis  before  the  Christian  era.  The  last  account 
bvlongs  to  fable  rather  than  liistory;  but  the  French  were  only  fol- 
lowing tlie  footsteps  of  the  Romans,  who  won  more  than  one  signal 
▼irtory  nnder  its  nncient  walls,  wiiieh  dominate  a  vast  plain  at  the  iu- 
tvnoction  of  throe  valleys,  the  firat  leading  towaids  Algiers,  about 
fifty-Svn  miles  to  the  northwest ;  the  second  towards  Bougia,  from 
seventy  to  eighty  miles  to  the  northeast,  and  the  tiiivd  to  the  Gates  of 
boa  (El  Biban),  from  forty  to  fifty  miles  to  the  eastward.  To  the 
ard  again,  a  road  crosses  through  a  depression,  or  "  Col,"  of 
I^Ufjarah  to  Medeah,  fifty-five  miles  to  the  west  by  south  on  an 
taa.' 

When  the  French  column  arrived  on  the  heights  of  the  Oned 
(Strwun)  Ilamza,  the  hills  ou  the  opposite  side  were  covered  with 
mounted  Arabs,  who  broke  and  fled  without  firing  a  shot  as  soon 
as  they  w-ere  charged  by  the  French  cav.ih'y.  This  must  lie  the  ac- 
tion which  serves  as  the  basis  for  the  anecdot*!  of  Count  St.  Makie, 
for  it  does  not  appear  thut  the  Arabs  hud  any  artillery  with  them 
Id  U«»  other  actions  in  the  open  field  in  which  the  Duke  ^as  pre- 
ient,  nor  is  there  any  account  of  warlike  opposition  at  any  previous 
time  during  the  advance  of  the  expedition :  "  One  day,  at  sunrise, 
ihe  rocks  called  tlie  Iron  Gates  in  tJie  Bibans  were  covered  with 
Arabs,  defending  the  passage  of  the  defile.  The  Ddke  of  Oulbans, 
vuwloped  in  a  brown  humous,  appeared  on  horseback  at  the  head 
of  the  first  attacking  column.  In  the  midst  of  a  shower  of  grapo- 
ritot,  ordining  the  charge  to  be  eounded,  he  was  the  first  to  reach 
tho  gnus  of  the  Arabs,  which  he  compelled  them  to  abandon  in 
diMirdcr." 

The  fort  of  Hamza  was  found  desortedj  150  Arab  regulars, 
thrown  into  it  :ts  a  garrison,  had  abandoned  it  The  foi-t,  which 
had  been  a  squaxe,  with  bastions  at  the  corners — the  French  ex- 
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pression  is  a  "  starry-square,"  i^carri  etoili) — ^was  Kttle  better  than 
a  mass  of  ruins.  The  revetments  had  either  fSillen  or  were  in  a 
miserable  condition,  so  as  scarcely  to  hold  together  or  sustain  them- 
selves. The  interior  constructions  were  nothing  better  than  heaps  ^ 
of  rubbish.  Five  cannon  were  found  here,  three  of  which  were 
spiked. 

Having  completed  the  destruction  of  this  once  important  strong- 
hold, the  French  resumed  theu'  march,  expecting  to  be  attacked  at 
any  moment  by  the  tribes  which  acknowledged  the  authority  of 
Abd-el-Kadeb,  whose  territories  they  had  now  entered.  They  did 
not  meet  with  any  resistance  of  the  slightest  consequence  until,  on 
reaching  a  plateau  along  one  of  the  affluents  of  the  Issen,  they 
found  themselves  in  face  of  a  body  of  cavalry  and  quite  a  numerous 
array  of  infantry.  The  Duke  op  Orleans,  having  placed  some 
companies  in  ambush,  turned  the  Arabs  with  his  cavalry,  and  drove 
them  against  the  companies  in  reserve.  These  did  not  fire  until 
the  Arabs  almost  ran  against  the  muzzles  of  their  muskets.  Then 
the  French  poured  upon  them  such  a  slaughtering  volley  as  put 
them  to  flight  with  quite  a  severe  loss ;  a  few  shells  from  the  moun- 
tain howitzers  cleaned  them  out  entirely.  Raaslofp  calls  this  a 
brilliant  aflair,  and  adds,  as  if  they  constituted  more  formidable 
obstructions,  that  the  column  crossed  a  number  of  monntjun 
streams,  which  in  less  favorable  weather  might  have  proved  im- 
passable. Some  of  these  traverse  the  Biban  Pass  itself.  One  is 
an  affluent  of  the  Adousse,  which  empties  into  the  Gulf  of  Bougia. 
All  are  capable  of  being  transformed  by  a  single  heavy  shower  into 
raging  torrents. 

The  same  difficulties  attended  the  march  of  the  next  day,  1st 
November,  and  it  was  late  in  the  evening  before  the  column,  worn 
out  by  the  terrible  fatigues  which  they  had  undergone,  reached  the 
camp  of  Fondouck,  where  the  division  Rclhiere,  sent  out  from 
Algiers  to  escort  them  in,  awaited  their  arrival.  Thus  ended  an 
excursion — which  deserves  the  title  of  a  "military  promenade" 
rather  than  any  more  serious  term — of  seven  days,  through  ^  coun- 
try bristling  with  perils,  inhabited  by  a  population  which  had  al- 
ways inspircd  the  previous  rulers  of  Algiers  with  the  greatest  dread 
and  caused  them  the  liveliest  disquietude  for  the  stability  of  their 
power.  The  distance  accomplished  was  not  in  itself  so  very  great, 
ranging  from  150  to  200  miles,  but  the  natural  difficulties  overcome 
made  it  more  trying  and  laborious  than  an  ordinary  march  of 


niOORiPHV  OF  MAJOK-QESERAL  PHILIP  KEARNY.  85 

donbU  the  distauce.  The  news  of  ihe  8uccc>ssfiil  di-rivrtl  «f  the 
columii  ill  A]gier8  occasioned,  not  only  in  iha  oolony  but  ihroiigh- 
<iut  France,  the  lii'elii'st  joy  and  enlhiwinsm,  which,  to  comfirc- 
livnd,  a  man  must  appreciate  the  dangers  which  uotuolty  impi-ndt-d 
oxvr  it,  verily,  like  the  sword  of  Denioi'lee. 

The  ntute  followed  by  this  eompnraiivcly  "  litlle  band  "  led 
tbrougii  warlike  and  inimical  tribes,  from  whom  no  acsistanue, 
ill  thu  ahape  of  the  ncceftsaries  of  life,  could  bo  expected ;  but 
oil  lite  uoutmry,  open  hostilities  at  any  moment.  Tho  wholo  of 
the  coimtry  traversed  was  in  the  liighe§t  degree  difficult,  and  the 
iinftireoeen  occiipiition  of  the  "  Iron  Gates,"  or  even  a  few  heavy 
ehuwvrn,  might  have  proved  the  ruin  of  the  division.  The 
conutry  itself,  and  its  resoorees,  were  only  tiiown  by  repoi-t 
through  the  accoilnts  of  the  Arab  guides,  who  were  little  to  ho 
depended  on.  lju«h  critical  circummtances  constitute  the  grcat- 
rwt  eharut,  however,  of  war,  and  elevate  the  soldier,  not  only  in 
111*  own  eyes,  but  in  those  of  his  comrades  and  countrymen. 

When  the  column  arrived  at  Algiers,  tlie  cnthustaem  wati 
indMCribalile.  The  Duke  op  Oulkaxs  gave  a  grand  banquet 
loChe  whole  division  in  the  square  of  Bab  Azum.  Thus,  in  the 
Iwginiiing  of  November,  1837,  joy  reigned  in  Algiers,  and  the 
futHre  was  forgottea  —  while  the  storm-clouds  were  gathering 
oT«r  the  Colony,  which  burst  with  a  suddenncGs  and  fury  as 
ttrrrible  as  unexpected.  No  one  surmised  tliat  this  apjiareni 
Iriumpli  was  the  forerunner  of  the  greatest  disaster.  It  is  im- 
('•MKiblc,  in  such  a  work  as  this,  to  go  further  into  anything  like 
u  liistorio  consideration  of  the  causes  which  led  to  the  ensuing 
campaign,  in  whicli  KtCARNv  was  conspicuous,  and  made  the 
Amcrioan  name  glorious  through  his  fortitude  and  his  valor. 
v\iii>-Et.-KAi>sa  —  who  knew  that  every  action  which  tended  to 
elevate  the  French  in  Ihn  opinion  of  the  natives  depreciated 
hi*  own  influence  in  an  equal  degree  —  had  been  waiting  for  a 
pretext,  and  was  glad  that  an  oxcuse  was  now  given  him  for 
the  resumption  of  hostilities,  by  this  expedition  thruugh  the 
"Oat««  of  Iron."  lie  hold  his  forcea  all  ready  iu  the  leash, 
and  now  he  let  them  loose  iu  all  the  fury  of  fire  and  sword  upon 
tiiat  Iwautiful  plain  of  the  Metidjah,  which  embraces  Alg' 
iu  arc  of  luxuriant  fertility,  whose  either  extremity  bathes  its 
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verdure  in  the  sea.  No  declaration  of  war  preceded  the  inburst 
of  devastation.  Up  to  the  very  gates  of  Algiers  swept  the 
Arabian  cavalry  in  the  prosecution  of  what  they  deemed  a  "  Holy 
War."  The  Emir's  fury  fell,  not  only  upon  the  scattered  gar- 
risons beyond  the  reach  of  succor;  upon  the  colonists  who  saw 
the  fraits  of  years  of  patient  toil  disappear  in  a  moment  in 
flame ;  but  also  upon  the  native  tribes  who  had  submitted  to 
the  French  and  had  refused  to  arm  against  them.  Years  after- 
wards, the  sad  mementoes  of  this  erruption  were  still  visible  in 
the  Metidjah,  and  the  colonists  had  not  yet  recovered  their  con- 
fidence in  the  protection  of  the  French  government,  for  the  po- 
litical horizon  could  scarcely  have  seemed  more  serene,  on  the 
evening  of  the  30th  November,  1839,  and  yet  with  the  dawn  of 
the  next  day  the  horde's  of  Abd-el-Kadkr  poured  down  from  the 
Lesser  Atlas,  and,  except  within  the  lines  of  Algiers,  left  nothing 
behind  them  but  corpses,  ruins  and  ashes.  All  who  survived 
were  dragged  into  captivity.  It  is  said  that  Marshal  Valek 
was  not  disappointed  at  this  turn  in  events ;  and  if  those  who 
treat  of  the  French  Dominion  in  Algiers  are  correct  in  their 
judgment  of  his  character,  it  was  very  likely  that  he  was 
pleased  at  the  opportunity  of  adding  to  his  military  renown  by 
a  successful  campaign  at  the  close  of  his  life.  The  idea  expressed 
by  Raasloff,  the  Danish  eye-witness,  is  equivalent  to  this: 
*'  The  Emir  precipitated  the  hostilities  which  Marshal  Valeb 
had  invited."  Raasloff's  exact  words  are:  "Valeb  and 
Abd-el-Kader  wished  to  bring  on  the  war."* 

*  This  chapter  Is  tho  only  one  in  the  whole  book  which  is  not  founded  on  original  docn- 
ments.  or  well-known  works.  There  is  only  one  definite  authority  for  it,  quoted  at  the 
hend  of  the  Chapter,  which  is  to  bo  found  at  Page  290,  Vol.  1 :  **  Quatre  Atu  de  Oetmpagnr* 
a  CArmee  du  Potomac,  par  Regis  dk  Trobhian  d,  Ex-Major-Oeneral  an  Service  Volontaire. 
et  Colonel  au  Service  Begulaire  des  Etats  Unbi  d'Amerique,"  Paris,  184SS;  which  seemed 
RufDciently  corroborated  by  rumor,  intimations  and  references  in  letters.  The  subject- 
matter  of  the  residue  of  this  biography  is  either  founded  on  personal  knowledge,  publica* 
tlons,  or  Information  derived  trom  actors  in  the  events  treated  of.  In  almost  every  cas«, 
where  practicable,  the  language  of  the  original  has  been  incorporated.  Whether  or  no 
Kkarnt  accompanied  the  Duke  of  Orleans  to  Aijrica  In  the  Fall  of  1809,  this  chf^iter  Is 
nevertheless  valuable,  inasmuch  as  It  serves  as  an  introduction  to  the  subsequent  canv 
palgn.  and  more  particularly  as  it  presents  an  accurate  account  of  one  of  the  most  brilliant 
expeditions  of*the  French  Army  in  Algiers.  Althoufi^  scarcely  attended  with  any  blood* 
shed,  it  is  a  notable  example  of  what  may  be  accomplished  by  audacious  energy  in  an  art 
or  science  in  which  success  depends  on  what  the  Romans  verified  two  thousand  years  ago, 
and  Marshal  Saxk  formullzed  as  a  rule  or  principle  of  war,  that  victory  depends  moro 
upon  the  legs  than  upon  the  arms  of  the  soldiers.  This  all  ffreat  Captains  demonstrated  to 
be  the  fact  since  we  have  any  reliable  accounts  of  military  progress. 
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I  inili  Ileum*  da  intUn  le  canon  douui  to  ilgnBl.    '  AUoni.  mfanU.'  S'iaia  lo  DIM 
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tmlMflnt  lea  cochen  e'cmparcnt  dn  premier  plitt-au  ou  cUos  foutnno  hillo. Gaanltv 

ecHBiaeHM  I'eecalido  do  plloo.  Lit  rcblgtimce  tut  teiiible,  Is  premlara  calunna  hdIi^ 
Mall vwafii-Pi  DO  aaiijD  tpoli  di^rufaolt  ala  mu  les  uimbalUnti.  BlentiJt  aue /on/ar^ 
■caonui  U  priM  d'oD  ds>  QumMom.  A  co  mamens  leialdl,  ic  defievant  de  aaavulte  du 
Irnrbn*,  ieliLlre  lea  Sanca  do  la  montogni.  et  I'ou  pnuC  adtolrer  d'ane  put  les  off  arts 
pmqoB  aiicbuiiiiilnBi  ds  noa  boldaCB,<ini  na  ea  lolaacut  arretcr  pat  ancune  sralnlu,-  d'tintre 
pMi.  lecDlmcotleaaiiij-iroiddoaArabei.  qui  pcnchus snr  1' ibimc  rallattentiF,  ledolgt 
tm  U  d^lente  dn  laiil,  uteadent,  immobiles.  le  moment  ae  vlaer  jaRIo  et  blon.  Le  3d 
Li^a,  vatauitS'  paiUiolial  poUaanledn  gunenH  CnuiautiriKa,  redonbla  <1'  udeiir, 
M  tadrapcan  trangala  est  arborv  ear  la  crits  la  plus  clerve,"— £a  CoMau  Diu>BOJOWiEa.'a 
'BUliArt  da  CAtoerU." 

"Tb*  Fedonlafonght  not  leu  Srmly  (*>  WlltlaToabarg] .  encoameed  1)r  Ibeir  chleta, 
U«inua.  IlaisTXtutAH.  and  RnutHT.  EEtnNr  imtptci/ti,  wboluitan  ima  la  U(^xlr:o. 
■ail  I'oiw'U  wiM  lAtFrtncH  al  l\*  Mouiaii),  and  at  Sol/trino,  had  diaplaytd  thtJlHitt 
emmji."'— "  ThtAmuo/tJu  Potomac,"  by  Uio  PniNoa  d»  JoisriiiB. 


CAMPAIGN  OF  1839  AND  CAMPAIGN  OF  IStO. 

Im  December,  1839,  Tai.ef,  having  received  strong  reinforce- 
m«iU  from  France,  gladly  accepted  tlie  defiance  of  Abd-el  K.u>Eit, 
tuid  recommenced  hostilities.  lie  divided  his  troops  into  different 
colarans,  and  lamiched  these  forth  against  the  enemy  in  every 
direction.   Everywliere  the  French  resumed  the  offensive  gloriously. 

As  the  First  Chasaetira  d'Afriqne  played  a  distinguished  part  in 
neveral  ol'  the  first  engagements  which  followed,  it  is  but  fair  lo 
suppose  tliat,  as  PniLtP  Kf.abnt  was  attached  to  tiiis  regiment,  the 
young  American  volnnteer,  with  the  daring  and  dash  wliich  ivaa 
slvays  conceded  as  peculiarly  his  own,  had  a  share  in  its  dangers 
ami  honors. 
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It  was  a  fortunate  thing  for  Pmup  Eeabnt  that,  although  he  had 
an  honorary  position  on  the  staff  of  the  Duke  of  Obleans,  for 
actual  service,  his  place  was  with  the  First  Chasseurs  d*Afrique ;  and 
still  more  fortunate  that  their  commander  was  Colonel  le  Pats  de 
BouKJOLLY — afterwards  Lieutenant-Greneral  and  Senator  of  France. 
This  chivalrous  officer,  directly  the  reverse  of  his  superior  in  dispo- 
sition, was  a  perfect  gentleman.  He  was  a  grand  specimen  of  the 
French  colonel  of  romance.  Through  his  family,  position,  and  per- 
sonal character,  he  stood  equally  high.  Intimate  associations  with 
him,  demonstrated  at  once  what  a  French  gentleman  should  be  to 
fill  the  character  ascribed  to  the  grand  and  true  nobility  of  the  "  old 
school,"  and  also  what  a  gentleman  actually  was.  To  his  inferiors  in 
rank  he  was  as  kind,  generous,  and  forbearing  as  he  was  indet 
pendent)  fierce,  and  resolute  towards  his  superiors,  maintaining  his 
own  rights  and  those  of  his  subordinates  against  the  prestunption  of 
higher  rank  with  a  dignified  determination  which  would  not  yield 
an  inch  to  the  encroachments  of  authority.  Kearnt  always  spoke 
in  the  highest  terms  of  Colonel  le  Pats  de  Bourjoixt,  and  the 
latter — to  whom  the  writer  carried  a  letter  of  introduction,  in  1851, 
from  his  cousin — ^remembered  his  volunteer  companion-in-arms  as 
a  valued  fnend,  testifying  the  warmest  feelings  towards  him,  and  an 
affectionate  pride  in  the  fame  and  success  of  his  subsequent  career. 
The  writer  has  heard  him  translate  to  lus  aid  and  company  the  his- 
torical eulogies  of  his  former  pupil. 

It  Avas  of  inestimable  advantage  to  Kearxt  to  be  attached  to  the 
First  Chasseurs  d*Afrique,  which  "  had  always  been  a  fiivorite  regi- 
ment, brave  and  tinumphanl  in  the  field ;"  '^  indefatigable,  enter- 
prising— a  model  light  cavalry."  The  Duke  of  Nemouks,  second 
son  of  Louis  Pihuppe,  generally  wore  its  uniform  ;  the  Duke  of 
Au^ALE,  a  still  younger  son,  phnrod  all  its  dangem  This  shews 
how  highly  tliis*corps  was  esteemed.  St.  Marie,  a  reliable  author- 
ity, testifies  that  "  the  Colonels  who  have  had  the  command  of  the 
First  Chasseurs  have  always  been  men  of  family,  fortune,  and 
education.  The  consequence  is,  that  the  officers  are  received  into 
the  besl  society,  wherever  they  ga"  This  proves  that  Colonel  ub 
Pats  de  Bourjollt  could  not  have  held  the  position  he  occupied 
had  he  not  been  the  '^  elegant  gentleman"  and  thorough  soldier  he 
was. 

The  first  collision  of  a  year — ^which  numbered  twenty  successftil 
engagements — took  place  in  the  early  part  of  December  betwe^i 
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"the  camp  of  the  Arba  and  the  coiirse  of  the  Arrouch  (Harraeh), 
»bout  eigbteen  miles  southeast  of  Algiers,  where  a  force  of  1,200 
XadJoutH — auditcioua  robbers,  practicing  the  tactics  of  llie  ancient 
^'nmidiuUB — were  enootintered  by  a  colnmn,  coosisting  of  dctnch- 
muDts  of  the  Blfly-second  Line  Infiiotry  andof  ihelBt  Cliaaseiirfl, 
flinrged,  completely  beaten,  and  scattered. 

About  tlie  same  lime,  towards  the  end  of  December,  1839,  the 
nfgular  batallions  of  the  Emir  made  an  attack  upon  a  convoy 
between  Boofarick — a  fortified  camp  and  small  rillage  on  the 
IhuTach,  in  the  middle  of  the  plain  of  the  Metldjuh — and  Blidah,  at 
tlie  foot  of  the  Little  Atlas,  twenty-nine  miles  south  by  west  of 
Algiers,  on  the  direct  road  to  Medeuh.  These  Arabs  were  like- 
wise charged  home  by  the  French  and  driven  into  a  rarine,  where 
thty  experienced  a  considerable  loss.  Let  no  one  undervalue  these 
«Dl)fl  of  Northern  Africa — descendants  of  the  ancients  Vandals, 
who,  in  A.D.  697  drove  the  Romans  out  of  Africa — of  whom  it  haa 
been  Raid  "the  very  men  partake  of  the  nature  of  the  Hon," 

A  few  days  afterwards,  on  the  last  day  of  the  year  1839,  the 
gnited  forces  of  the  ICaukas,  of  Medeah,  and  of  Milianah,  Lieu- 
,  teaanta  of  the  "Modern  Jngurtha," — as  Abd-el-K\der  has  been 
ippropriately  styled — suffered  a  complete  rout.  This  waa  the  firat 
time  that  the  Emir's  newly-created  regular  infantry  had  an  oppor- 
tonity  to  measure  thcmBelves  with  the  French  invaders  in  the  open 
field.  They  occupied  a  position  chosen  with  no  small  degree  of 
military  capacity,  between  Blidah  and  the  Chiffa.  The  ravine  of 
the  Oned  {river,  bed  of  a  river,  or  doiile)  El-Kebir  was  occupied  by 
Abi>-ei.-Kadgr's  regular  mfantry,  supported  by  from  fouf  thousand 
to  Gre  thoasitnd  cavalry.  The  ground  was  very  favorable  for 
tltifcnce,  and  the  Arabs  were  well  po8te<L  The  inequalities  of 
the  ground  served  as  intrenchraoots  for  the  Kabyles,  who  are  excel- 
lent Rtarksmcn,  imd  do  terrible  execution  with  their  long  guns  or 
riflM,  which  will  carry  almost  as  far  as  European  wall-pieces. 
Their  position  enabled  them  to  deliver  a  plunging  fire  upon  the 
French,  whose  counter  volleys  proved  almost  ineffectual.  Marshal 
Vaiju',  who  commanded  the  French  column  in  peraon,  soon  became 
vatuficd  that  the  only  way  to  decide  the  affair  was  at  once  to  resort 
to  cold  steel.  Ho  accordingly  launched  the  Twenty-third  Line 
Infantiy,  and  Second  Light  Infantry — a  famous  regiment,  com- 
manded  by  the  no  less  famous  Ciiaso.vkniei!,  surnamcd  by  hia 
troops  the  "  Iron  Head" — also  the  First  Chasseurs  d'Afrique,  against 
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the  enemy.  The  ravine  itself,  which  covered  their  front  like  a  vast 
dry  ditch,  and  the  steep  acclivity  beyond,  was  overcome  with  im- 
petuosity, and  the  assailants  soon  found  themselves  &ce  to  face 
with  ^the  Emir's  regulars,  who  had  contracted  their  line  to  meet 
the  French  fairly  and  squarely.  Fortunately  for  the  latter,  the 
Arabs,  like  the  Wahabeesy  dread  the  '^  long  nail "  at  the  end  of  a 
musket ;  and  the  French  charge,  with  that  weapon,  which  teste  the 
solidity  of  aline,  overthrew  that  infantry  which  Abekel-Kadeb  had 
taken  so  much  pains  to  organize,  and  hurled  it  back  upon  the  cav- 
alry, to  whom  it  communicated  the  disorder.  In  a  few  minutes 
there  was  no  more  resistance ;  every  Arab  was  seeking  safety  in 
flight  The  enthusiastic  intrepidity  of  the  French  horse  and  foot 
rendered  any  further  attempt  to  make  a  st^nd  unavailing.  The  field 
of  battle  was  covered  with  the  corpses  of  the  Arab  infjwitry  and 
cavalry ;  over  four  hundred  dead  were  counted.  Three  flags,  or 
military  ensigns,  five  hundred  muskets,  and  a  piece  of  artillery,  were 
the  trophies  of  the  day.  Colonel  le  Pats  de  Bouejollt  led  the 
charge  which  captured  this  gun,  a  present  from  the  French  Grovem- 
ment  to  Abd-el-Kadeb  on  the  conclusion  of  the  last  truce.  With 
a  short-sightedness  about  equal  to  that  of  our  Washington  authori- 
ties in  regard  to  the  Indians,  as  a  rule,  and  towards  the  South  in 
I860-'61,  the  Home  Government  at  Paris,  although  they  knew 
that  the  Emir  would  not  long  keep  quiet,  made  him  a  present  of  a 
section  of  field-artillery.  As  Bourjolly  said  with  an  ironical  smile : 
"  They  gave  him  guns  to  shoot  down  their  own  troops  with." 

Raasloff  calls  this  again  a  '^  brilliant  aflair,*'  and  Al  ison  says : 
''  This  success,  though  not  on  a  great  scale,  was  very  important  as 
restoring  the  spirits  of  the  troops,  and  giving  the  turn  to  a  long 
train  of  disasters."  Casteixane  calls  Oued-el-Aleg  "  the  tomb  of  one 
of  the  regular  batallions  of  the  Emir." 

Colonel  Le  Pats  de  Bodkjolly  was  very  proud  of  his  share  m 
a  conflict  which  was  better  known  in  France  as  the  aflair  of  Oued. 
el-Aleg.  In  this  officer's  cheerful  study  or  reception-room,  orna- 
mented with  trophies  of  his  Algerian  campaigns,  glistening  in  the 
sunlight  which  floods  the  apartment  through  the  broad  expanse  of 
windows  opening  to  the  sunny  east,  in  Paris — where  the  writer  met 
several  officers  who  had  served  in  Africa  with  Kearny,  and  had  rnany 
pleasant  things  to  say  of  him — ^hung,  in  1851,  a  grand  painting  of 
the  capture  of  Abd-eltKader's  cannon.  In  this,  Bourjolly,  in 
the  uniform  of  his  regiment  and  splendidly  mounted,  leads  the 
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'^^jgcv  Bpoiring  his  white  barb  to  cut  down  the  srtiUcry  men  at 
"*^  gun.  CHAXGaRNiER,  who  led  the  inlantry,  claimed  a  lion's 
■'*^«je  of  the  honor  of  the  day,  and  a  duel  was  considered  imminent ; 
****  t  Valee — Sattered  in  Bouk.iolly's  report  bb  having  accompanied 
"*^  cavalry — conceded  the  gloiy  to  the  First  Cbassem^  d'Airique. 
iJic  painting,  however,  tho  infantry  are  seen  in  the  back  ground 
Xh  Mutshnl  Vaixb  at  their  head,  following  up  the  euccesB  in 
olher  quarter. 

From  the  admirable  sketch  of  the  life  of  Keaekt,  by  a  distin- 

&^tsbed  New  Jerseymau,  it  would  appear  as  if  one  Colonel  Guie, 

'^•sd  not  LE  Pays  de  Bouejollt,  commanded  the  First  ChaBseura 

^'AMque  while  Kearny  was  attached  to  tfaem.     This  is  an  error, 

liotJRJOLLT  continued  Colonel  of  the  First  Chassem's  d'Afriqae 

Unlil  21st  Jane,  1840,  when  he  was  made  Marecbal-de-Camp — 

synonymous  with  General  of  Brigade.     By  that  time  all  the  hard 

fighting  was  over,  as  the  second  engagement  at  the  Col  de  Mouzaia 

Was  on  15th  Jane,  1840,  when  the  army  was  retracing  its  steps. 

If  BOUIU0U.Y  had  not  been  in  command,  and  actually  with  his 
r^iraont,  at  this  tune,  he  never  could  have  made  sncli  a  <liHplay  in 
a  [lictoro,  fiinco  an  hundred  witnenaea  would  have  started  up  to 
disprove  his  claim  to  the  honor. 

In  November,  1851,  the  writer  was  standing  on  the  ramp.irt^  of 
the  Uiuperor's  Fort — built  by  Charles  V. — which  dominates  tho 
oty  of  Algiers,  and  commands  a  partial  view  of  the  ricli  plain 
which  spreads  itself,  clothed  in  all  the  luxuriance  of  tropical  vege- 
tation, from  the  shores  of  the  deep  bine  Mediterranean  to  the  dark 
blue  ranges  of  the  Atlas  j  while  standing  there  and  looking  dawn 
Dpon  th«  plain  of  the  Metidjah,  most  interesting  to  the  native  of  a 
Nort3»em  clime  in  its  palms  and  natur.al  features  peculiar  to  this 
land  of  story,  a  stranger  approached  him  and  prefacing  his  words 
with  a  military  salute,  remarked:  "Monsieiu-,"  pointing  to  the 
south,  "has  been  there."  "No;  this  is  my  first  visit  to  Africa." 
"  Are  yoa  not  nn  American  1  Did  yon  not  serve  in  the  Chasseurs 
d'AfriqueT"  "Noj  I  only  arrivedin  Algiers  yestei'day,"  "Thisia 
ftrangei  I  thought  you  were  an  American  officer  who  served  with 
that  re^ment,  to  which  I  belonged."  This  mistake  of  identity 
led  to  an  explanation,  and  the  soldier  then  went  on  to  express  his 
wlnurotion  for  Keaekt  for  his  dash  and  his.daring.  "He  was  a 
rcry  brave  man,"  said  he ;  "I  have  often  seen  him  charing  the 
Arabs  with  his  sword  in  one  hand,  his  pistol  in  the  other,  and  his 
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reins  in  his  teeth."  Snch  testimony  from  an  old  African  trooper 
tells  the  whole  story,  and  it  was  corroborated  by  others.  Several 
officers  who  had  served  with  him,  who  were  encountered  on  the 
passage  between  Algiers  and  Marseilles,  were  loud  in  his  praise. 
One,  who  was  a  Marechal-de'Logis  (Quartermaster  s  Sergeant  of 
Cavalry)  in  one  of  the  companies  of  the  First  Chasseurs  d'Afrique, 
which  made  the  campaigns  of  1889-40  (in  1851  a  Lieutenant  in  the 
same  regiment)  spoke  of  him  in  about  the  same  terms  as  the  old 
soldier  who  thought  that  he  recognized  Ej:arny  on  liie  summit  of 
the  Chateau  de  FEmpereur.  It  would  require  too  much  space  to 
follow  Kearny  through  all  the  details  of  his  Algerian  experiences^ 
it  will  be  sufficient  to  note  the  most  remarkable.  The  best  proof 
that  he  profited  by  all  that  he  saw  is  the  development  of  ability 
disclosed  in  the  last  year  of  his  life,  when  he  had  attained  a  posi- 
tion to  show  how  great  he  really  was,  and  how  much  greater  he 
might  have  become  had  he  survived. 

In  Algiers  he  learned  the  enormous  capabilities  of  a  well-trained 
in&ntiy.  He  never  c^uld  speak  in  terms  of  sufficient  commenda- 
tion* of  the  French  Light  Infantry.  He  said  that  their  conduct 
was  something  magnificent,  their  coolness  combined  with  enthusi- 
asm; their  orderly  disorder;  accommodating  discipiine  to  the 
terribly  broken  and  difficult  ground  on  which  they  had  to  operate ; 
their  individual  intelligence  and  combined  action.  He  was  justi- 
fied in  hb  eulogies,  for  no  country  ever  possessed  a  more  perfect  light 
,  in&ntry  than  that  wl^ch  so  often  scaled  the  Atlas  and  cleared  the 
way  for  Uio  columns  and  trains.  Fine  as  the  cavalry  was  with 
which  ho  served,  noble  its  deeds,  and  wonderful  its  endurance,  it 
was  ever  the  light  infantry  for  which  he  reserved  his  enthusiasm. 
This  was  just,  for  if  ever  there  was  a  difficult  country  to  gain 
ground  in  against  an  intrepid  foe — ^which  only  needed  scuentific 
training  and  good  weapons  to  secure  their  independence — that 
country  was  the  Atlas. 

To  restrain  the  natives  the  French  were  obliged  to  maintain  an 
army  of  100,000  men:  Ptlszkt,  who  bases  his  statements  on 
authentio  documents,  sets  down  this  number,  and  adds  that  the 
colony  costs  France  $iO,000,000  a  year.  The  biographer  of  Mar- 
shal Valeb  admits  that  he  had  an  army  of  57,000  strong,  excellent 
troops,  no  ono  can  deny.  He  had  girdled  that  portion  of  the  plain 
of  the  Metii\jah«  which  had  been  coloniied  and  brought  under  col- 
tivation,  with  a  chain  of  camps,  foita  andUock-hooses ;  and  yet  in 
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Norember-December,  1839,  "all  the  Province  of  Algiers  was  in 
Tolfctl  in  a  general  blaze."  In  1840  the  natives  were  driven  back 
»|>par«Dtly  across  the  Leaser  Atlae,  defeated  and  disorganized. 
5iotwith3tanding,  in  May,  1841,  they  were  bock  again  iii  the  Metid- 
jahi  and  slaughtered  a  whole  company — 49  men  lost  their  heads, 
and  one  hid  in  the  bushes,  severely  wounded — the  garrison  of  a 
blo<.:k-house,  not  more  than  nine  miles  from  Algiers,  nor  three  from 
Delhi-Ibrahim,  a  considerable  military-  post,  not  more  than  three 
or  four  mile«M'.  byS.  of  that  city.  Well  might  Lamping  eselaim: 
"So  you  may  judge  tolerably  well  of  what  is  meant  by  the  French 
territory,"  A  jicople  who  could  defend  their  uidcpendence  with 
■ach  itidomituhle  pertinacity  were  antagonists  worthy  of  any 
troopa  in  the  world.  Where  would  the  South  be  now  if  they  had 
evinced  a  like  unconquerable  spirit  under  disadvantages  as  dispro- 
portioned  and  odds  as  over  whelm  bg. 

The  combats  already  described,  as  well  as  minor  collisions, 
taught  the  Emir  that  it  would  not  do  to  risk  the  troops,  wliich  had 
cost  him  80  much  labor  to  organize,  in  any  more  pittAted  battles. 
&fiuty  times  hia  banner  was  descried  in  the  plain  floating  over  his 
■carlet  batallious  and  squadrons  in  the  distance,  but  on  all  occasions 
the  combat  which  the  French  sought  diligently  was  refused  by 
th^  leader. 

On  25th  April,  1840,  Marshal  Valeb  determined  to  carry  the 
irar  into  the  interior,  and  on  the  27th  marched  from  Blidah  upon 
iltNleah.  Between  these  two  places  rose  the  mountain  of  the  Mou- 
taia,  5,117  feet  high.  To  afl'or4  some  idea  of  the  difflculties  which ' 
the  invader  had  to  encounter,  the  new  military  road  I'rom  Blidah  to 
U(.*deah,  laid  out  in  the  most  scientific  manner,  crosses  the  ChilTa  no 
IcM  than  sixty-two  times.  Nevertheless,  this  road,  a  marvel  of  engi- 
neering, becomes  impasGable  at  times  in  winter,  and  its  mainten- 
ftnco  requires  constant  repairs.  Like  the  Khyber  Pass,  in  Af- 
gbanistau,  it  might  be  the  gi'ave  of  an  invading  army  in  the  hands 
of  aa  enemy  wliich  knew  how  to  combine  their  efforts  and  avail 
(heniselvcs  of  the  natural  difficulties.  The  road  by  which  Valee 
advimceil  was  doubtless  thafr  followed  by  the  Roman  legions. 
It  is  longer  and  even  more  difficult  than  the  new  one  con- 
Stnictcd  by  the  French.  It  crosses  the  Col  de  Tenyah,  or  rather 
Col  de  Mousaia,  for  Tenyah  simjily  signifies  "Peak  ol'  the  Moun. 
tain."  The  defile  Teuynh  begins  about  nine  miles  west  of  the 
ILioQch  (.fann)  of  Mouzaia,  which  again  is  about  fifteen  miles  from 
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Blidah,  and  twenty-five  from  Algiers.     It  requires  a  peaceable 
march  of  two  hours  to  reach  the  neck  or  cleft  of  the  mountain 
through  which  the  road  crosses.     Lamping,  who  climbed  it  more 
than  once  in  the  course  of  the  various  campaigns  in  which  he  was 
y  engaged,  says  that  fi'om  the  foot  of  the  Col  de  Mouzaia  up  to  its 
highest  point,  is  full  seven  hours*  march  when  no  resistance  is  en- 
countered.    In  May,  1840,  that  ascent  which  required  seven  hours 
in  peaceful  times,  was  to  be  made  under  a  constant  fire  of  sharp- 
shooters, each  of  whom  selected  his  man.     On  both  sides,  the  defile 
is  partially  cultivated,  but  the  greater  portion  of  the  narrow  path, 
traversed  by  many  rivulets,  leads  through  a  rough  thicket,  some- 
times interrupted  by  bold  lime  clifls.     Towards  the  crest  of  the 
range  it  becomes  continually  narrower ;  the  cliflfs  from  both  sides  ap- 
>  preaching  eaqh  other  so  closely  that  scarcely  four  men  can  march 
abreast ;  finally  two  conical  rocks  form  a  kind  of  natural  gate.     Be- 
sides all  this,  the  road  clings  in  many  i)laces  to  the  sides  of  a  pre- 
cipitous mountain.     In  the  depths  below,  to  the  right,  so  far  down 
that  its  mmmur  can  scarcely  be  heai'd  in  the  diy  season,  in  summer 
trickles  a  thread  of  water,  in  winter  roars  an  irresistible  torrent; 
while  to  the  left  hand  soar  the  rocky  clifis.     In  the  distance — as 
seen  through  the  pass — soars  the  snow-capped  peak  of  Nador,  be- 
neath which  nestles  the  objective  of  Marshal  Valee,  Medeah,  em- 
bosomed in  the  luxuriant  groves  of  fruit-trees,  the  fragrance  of 
whose  flowers,  in  their  season,  aix?  said  to  be  sickening  to  those  who 
seek  their  cool  shelter  to  sleep  over  night.     Raaslof^,  the  distin- 
guished Danish  ofiicer  who,  like  Kearny,  served  as  a  volunteer 
under  Valee,  in  his  interesting  work,  published  at  "Altona"  in 
1845,  furnishes  a  view  of  this  defile  at  the  instant  when  the  French 
troops  were  forcing  it,  in  October,  1840,  climbing  the  serpentine 
track  which  clings,  mid-air,  to  the  precipice,  with  the  Kabyles,  con- 
spicuous in  their  white  "houmous"  or  cloaks,  firing  upon  them 
from  every  covert  afforded    by  the  overhanging  or  projecting 
rocks.     At  first  sight  a  soldier  would  agree  with  Pulszkt  that  fifty 
resolute  men  might,  here,  detain  an  army  for  several  days.     Facts, 
however,  have  demonstrated  the  truth  of  Marshal  Bugeatd's  ad- 
dress to  his  officers  at  Orleansville  that  "  an  army  which  knows  how 
to  obey,  an  army  which  knows  how  to  suffer,  is  the  hope  and  strength 

of  the  countrv ;  the  time  will  never  come  when  it  will  be  foond 

wanting  to   France."     Accordingly,  in    1830,  Mar^hal-de^am]^ 
(Brigadier-Greneral)  Achakd,  with  a  single  batallion  of  the  37tb. 
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IjiCuitiy  of  the  IJne,  carried  the  Pass  of  the  Monzaia,  although  it 
■was  defended  by  2,000  Tnika.  Kabyles,  and  Arabs.  The  foremost 
of  the  Frenoli  rushed  with  fixed  bayonets  into  what  seemed  the 
Tery  jaw3  of  death;  but,  suya  Ijaxpisq,  the  Arab  or  Bedouin,  ihe 
Kabrtc.  who  13  great  and  admiruble  at  the  honr  of  deatli,  who 
never  bcvshia  life  or  utters  an  unmanly  complaint,  has  "a  holy  hor- 
ror of  the  bayonet."  Achakd's  Infantry  bnrst  through  the  African 
runba  with  a  heroism  which  itad  ita  parallel  in  that  of  the  four 
Ilungarian  bulnltiona,  which  under  Geaerul  Gcion,  cnrried  the 
Branyisxko  Pass,  5th  February,  1840. 

KEAKxr  was  now  to  witness  and  have  a  share  in  an  exploit  simi- 
lar to  that  of  Gtnrox's,  which  was  almost  dramatic  in  ita  effects,  if 
death  bad  not  made  it  subUme.  Tlie  PnwcE  de  Jonnnu.E,  in  his 
"  Army  of  tho  Potomac,"  refers  to  Kkarnt's  participation  in  this 
acrere  fight  on  tho  Mouaaio,  which  be  couples  wilh  Solferino,  as  if 
to  have  beat  tliert  wna  indeed  something  to  speak  of 

Prora  the  ist  May,  starting  from  the  "  Tomb  of  the  Christian" — 
a  ruined  monument,  so  styled,  in  reality  an  ancient  burial-place  of 
Uie  Mauritaniaii  kings, — till  the  Pith  of  the  same  month,  when  the 
army  reached  the  foot  of  the  northern  range,  jjropcr,  of  the  Atlas, 
every  mile  of  the  ndvanuo  iud  been  won  by  a  combat.  The 
march  w:ls  one  continual  skirmish.  The  column  niig;ht  almost 
have  been  said  lo  Iiavc  cleaved  its  way  onward  as  a  ship"  ploughs 
through  a  bead  sea.  only  the  waves  were  not  impassive  adversaries, 
bnt  sur^B  of  irregular  cavalry,  which  made  incessant  and  harraesing 
attaekH  on  the  French  flanks,  front,  and  rear,  and  returned  shot  for 
shot,  and  cat  of  yataghan  for  slash  of  sabre.  In  repelling  these 
lUnaults,  the  First  Chasseurs,  to  which  KEAmfv  was  attached,  were 
im-nriably  succeesfiit,  executing  a  nnmber  of  briUiant  churgea.  In 
on©  of  these,  (he  Duke  ok  Atkmjf^  the  youngest  bod  of  the  ting, 
tnadt}  a  daoli  with  n  single  company  of  this  regiment  and  achieved 
a  brilliant  success,  by  tlio  rapidity  and  hardihood  of  his  mana^uvrc. 

The  manner  in  wiiich  the  Arab  horse  are  accustomed  to  fight 
accounts  for  the  old  soldier's  description  of  ICe.vrxit's  conduct  on 
such  occasions,  "charging  with  his  sabre  in  one  hand,  bis  pistol  in 
the  other,  and  Itis  reins  in  his  teeth."  The  Bedouin,  or  Arab  hoi-sei 
hovpr  round  a  column  all  day  with  wild  yells  of  "Ln-Lu,"  gallop- 
ing up  without  order,  within  80  or  100  yards  of  the  French  shaq>- 
ehoottTf,  "  and  discharging  their  rifles,  at  full  speed.  The  horse 
then  turns  off  of  his  own  accord,  and  the  rider  loiids  his  pii'Ce  as 
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he  retreats ;  and  '.hia  is  repented  again  and  again  al!  the  day 
long." 

"The  BedoniiiB  never  wait  for  a  close  enc»anter  hand  to  band 
when  charged  by  oiir  G-ivalry ;  they  disperse  in  all  directions,  but 
instantly  retaro.  The  only  difference  between  them  and  the  tfn- 
midiana,  of  wham  Sallcht  eaya,  '  They  fight  flying,  and  retreat, 
only  to  return  more  numerous  than  Irafore,'  is,  that  the  Numidians 
of  old  fought  with  bows,  and  the  Bedouins  with  rifles." 

"  This  kind  of  lighting  ia  eqnally  dangerous  and  fatiguing  to  bb. 
It  ia  no  Joke  to  be  firing  in  all  directions,  from  simrisc  to  sanset, 
and  to  march  at  the  same  time,  for  we  seldom  halt  to  fight  nt  our 
eiise.  The  general  ordy  orders  a  halt  when  the  rear-guard  ia  so 
fiercely  attacked  as  to  require  reinforcements.  Any  soldier  of  tho 
rooi'-guai'd  who  is  wounded  or  fatigued  !i!is  the  pleasant  prospect  of 
falling  into  tlie  hands  of  the  Bedouins,  and  himng  his  head  cut  off 
by  them.  One  comfort  is,  that  tliis  operation  is  speedily  performed . 
two  or  three  strokes  of  the  yutagban  are  a  lusting  cm-e  for  all  paias 
and  sorrows." 

Ann-KU  Kader  had  neglected  nothing  which  could  render  the 
defence  of  the  Col  de  Mouzaia  successful.  To  the  natural  bulwarks 
of  this  formidable  pass,  he  had  added  abattls,  entTenchmcnts  armed 
with  batteries,  and  a  strong  redoubt,  on  the  very  culminating  point 
or  principal  peak.  To  man  these  works  he  had  drawn  together 
large  numbers  of  troops,  and  especially  all  the  sub-clans  of  the  great 
and  valiant  tribe  of  the  MouzMa,  These  lost  had  always  shown 
themselves  Ibe  most  intrepid  of  the  Arab  infantry  whenever  the 
French  had  forced  the  passage  of  the  Cob  The  very  geographical 
position  of  tliis  trilK!  of  the  Kabyles  had  won  for  it  the  liighest 
consideration  from  the  Turks,  wliile  they  governed  Algiers.  It 
depended  du-ectly  on  tho  Agaa  of  the  Capita! ;  it  had  received 
Lirgo  concessions  of  fine  land  in  the  plain  ;  it  waa  exempted  from 
tribute  of  all  kinds  ;  and  was  chai'ged  with  a  sort  of  supervision 
over  the  other  mountain  tribes. 

On  the  12th  May,  al  3  o'clock  in  tho  morning,  the  Dcke  of  Or- 
IXANS,  pointing  to  the  crest  of  the  Mouzaia — seven  hours'  ninrt^ 
from  tho  foot  of  the  mountain — and  the  entrenchments  which  crowned 
it,  crowded  with  defenders,  whose  white  garments  glisieued  like 
silver  in  the  rising  sun — addressed  these  words  to  the  French 
soldiers,  impatient  to  begin ;  "  My  boys,  the  Aiaba  are  expoctiag 
ns,  and  Fi-once  is  looking  on."  Then  he  gave  the  signal  for  the 
attaok. 
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In  an  instant  the  scarped  flank  of  the  rocky  heighta  was  covered 
mih  French  soIdierSj  leaping,  climbing,  monnting  almost  at  3 
run.  The  dmms  beat,  the  claiiona  sounded  the  charge;  the  officers 
animsted  the  men  with  their  voices  and  by  their  examples.  The 
firat  colnmn  gained  the  lowest  plateau  without  much  difficulty. 
There  they  found  themselves  before  three  lofty  swells,  or  rounded 
elevations,  disposed  in  echelon,  each  crowned  with  a  formidable 
redoubt.  At  this  point  the  resistance  was  terribly  resolute.  From 
the  ramparts  of  these  natural  forts,  strengthened  artificially,  the 
Arabs  delivered  aplaoging  and  murderous  fire  upon  the  assailants. 
Between  these,  three  masses  of  rock  thrust  themselves  forth  at 
intermediate  points,  which  afforded  covei-a  to  the  enemy, 
armed  with  "long  rifles,  which  cany  almost  as  far  as  wall  pieces." 
TbiiB  sheltered,  the  Arabs  kept  np  a  continual  and  lively  direct  and 
cross-fire  upon  the  Fi-ench,  who,  to  overcome  the  ascent  of  the 
ttlirupt  rocky  steep,  were  obliged  to  cling  to  every  projecting  rock, 
li>  every  bush,  and  consequently  were  unable  to  reply.  Soon  a 
thick  smoke  enveloped  the  mountain  like  a  cloud,  and  nothing 
more  was  visible  to  the  reat  of  the  army  below.  This  state  of 
affairs  lasted  several  hours.  During  this  time  nothing  was  heard 
but  an  almost  continual  roll  of  mnsketry,  to  which  the  artillery 
blde'l  their  reports  like  single  and  severe  claps  in  a  thunder  storm, 
anil  ever  and  anon,  as  the  fire  slackened,  the  progress  of  the 
attack  could  be  distinctly  measured,-  by  the  responses  of  the 
drams  and  bugles  of  the  Second  Light  Infautry,  higher  and 
higher,  amid  the  cloud  which  enveloped  the  mountain.  At  length, 
about  mid-day,  a  pecnliar  flourish  of  clarions  or  bugles  announced  ' 
»  decided  success.  The  Second  Light  Infantry  had  carried  the 
accond  and  commanding  peak. 

Then  the  two  other  columns  moved  in  turn,  and  began  to  ascend 
the  heitihts  nudi7r  the  fire  of  the  enemy.  The  column  Lamoricikke 
having  made  itself  master  of  a  wooded  ridge  which  extended  to 
tlie  right  of  the  peak,  tlie  Arabs,  who  were  dislodged  by  this  success, 
CAoit!  tueelLer  again  in  his  rear,  and  posted  themselves  in  a  ravine. 
Tiy  this  ihaposition  they  were  enabled  to  stop  the  march  of  the 
column  D'HottDRTOT,  with  which  the  Duke  of  Orleaxs  advanced. 
At  once  tlie  young  general  ordered  the  soldiers  to  unsliug  their 
knapsacks  and  make  a  bayonet  charge.  To  this  the  Arabs  opposed 
Boch  a  vigorous  resistance  that  all  the  troops  in  succession  became 
engaged.    The  very  stafif  was  obliged  to  cut  in  and  defend  thcta- 
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selves.  Gteneral  Schramm,  Chief  of  the  Duke's  staff,  fell  woanded 
at  the  side  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  and  other  officera  were  hit. 
t'oitunately  a  battalion  of  the  Twenty-third  succeeded,  in  a  mea- 
sure, in  turning  the  ravine.  They  rushed  with  the  bayonet  upon 
the  Arabs,  who,  taken  in  flank  by  this  unexpected  attack,  disbanded 
and  fled. 

Meanwhile,  the  first  column  Duvivters  had  arrived  at  the  foot  of 
the  main  redoubt.  There  they  were  received  with  such  terrific 
discharges  of  musketry  that  even  these  veterans  recoiled.  It  was 
now  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  For  twelve  hours  these  brave 
men  had  not  ceased  to  march,  to  climb,  and  to  fight.  On  all  sides 
the  men  were  falling,  overcome  with  heat,  fatigue,  and  thirst.  A 
last  effort  remained  to  be  made,  the  most  important  of  all,  and  the 
least  indecision  would  have  compromised  the  success  of  a  day  so 
heroically  begun.  General  Chang arnier  comprehended  this  critical 
moment,  and  turning  towards  the  Second  Light  Infantrj^  he  placed 
his  sword  under  his  arm  as  coolly  as  if  on  the  exercise  ground,  and 
gave  the  order,  ''Forwai^d."  At  the  sound  of  his  voice,  so  reas- 
suring ill  its  calmness,  the  drums  beat  and  bugles  sounded  the 
charge,  the  ranks  reformed,  the  soldiers  rushed  upon  the  redoubt, 
some  succeeded  in  making  a  lodgment  within  the  entrenchments. 
The  Arabs,  thus  vigorously  assailed,  defended  themselves  no  less 
resolutely,  but  at  length,  attacked  on  all  sides,  they  began  to  waver, 
then  to  yield  gi'ound,  and  finally  fled  before  the  French,  who  swept 
everything  before  them.  Then  the  tricolored  flag,  planted  on  the  very 
summit  of  the  Atlas,  was  saluted  by  the  roll  of  all  the  drums,  the 
flourishes  of  trumpets,  and  the  enthusiastic  shouts  of  the  army. 

The  Col  de  Mouzaia  was  gallantly  canied,  (after  a  desperate  fight 
like  that  of  Hooker  s  at  Lookout  Mountain  "  above  the  clouds,")* 

*  Battlbs  ▲boys  teue  oloxjds  are  not  so  rare  as  many  think.  In  1692,  there  was  not 
only  a  battle  f  oaght,  but  a  campaign  carried  on,  on  a  level  with  the  limit  of  perpetnal 
snow.  Marehal  Catinat,  ^*  PereU  Pens^"  a  term  applied  a  century  afterwards  to  Nafo- 
IJK>N,  established  his  camp  on  the  summit  of  the  Cottian  Alps,  near  FcnestreUes,  a  spot 
still  renowned  in  military  annals  as  the  *'  Pre  de  CatineV  The  remnants  of  the  French 
and  Sardinian  entrenchments  are  still  to  be  discerned  amid  the  snow.  In  the  preyioas 
century  the  same  nations  encountered  in  as  elevated  reicions,  and  pitched  their  tents  amid 
the  clouds,  under  the  famous  Lssdiouibbes  and  Pbikcb  Thomas  or  Savot,  grandfather  of 
the  great  Pbincb  Euobnio  von  Savoy,  as  he  wrote  his  name  in  the  languages  of  the  three 
nations  from  which  he  derived  his  blood. 

In  1797,  on  the  32d  March,  Massena  defeated  the  Austrians  on  the  summit  of  the  Julian 
Alps,  when  cavalry  charged  and  artillery  manoeuvred  on  fields  of  ice,  while  the  infantry 
waded  to  the  attack  through  deep  snow  drifts.    Some  of  the  fortresses  which  constitoted 
the  **  Armour  of  Piedmont'*  are  on  peaks  so  lofty  that  their  garrisons  often  basked  in  the  4 
■anshine,  when  the  lower  world  was  entirely  shut  out  from  them  by  strata  of  doads. 
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snil  Medeah  occupieiL  This  Algerian  " battle  above  tlie  clouds" 
WJW  as  much  more  romantic  in  its  incidents  than  onr  own,  as  the 
Atlas  Mountains  exceed  in  altitude  the  Lookout  range,  but  not 
more  glorious.  The  disposition  of  the  ground  simply  made  the 
effect  finer. 

80  much  space  has  been  given  to  the  consideration  of  the  de- 
tails of  this  battle  of  the  Col  de  Mouzaia,  because  it  very  mnch  resem- 
ble oar  own  battle  of  the  South  Mountain,  I4th  September,  186S, 
vhich  tbe  writer  looks  upon  as  the  most  brilliant  feat  of  wms  in 
tiK  long  list  of  glories  which  the  Ai-my  of  the  Potomac  can  claim 
ta  their  own.  The  success  in  the  Tenyah  Pass,  as  in  that  snnny  Son- 
d»y  light  in  Turner's  Gap,  depended  on  the  possession  of  a  peak  to 
tlie  riglitof  theroad:  only  the  Algerian  Peak  was  960  metres,  3,200 
feet  in  height,  and  the  Maryland.  1,000  feet.  Lamomciers  and 
CuAKcutMBR  had  noble  representatives  in  Meadk  and  Docei^day, 
«idI>cvrviEBin  poorREso.  The  Duke  of  Oiii.F.ANS,  the  hero  of  the 
day,  might  have  been  proud  of  such  n  substitute  as  Hookrk  :  bnt 
in  McC'lei.l*.n,  Valee  had  a  very  poor  proxy.  It  would  have 
been  well  for  the  former  il"  he  had  possesaed  a  Uttle  of  the  bitter's 
iron  will  and  severity. 

There  is  a  great  parity  of  circumstances  between  the  advance  of 
3JcCi.ri,i,.w«,  from  Wiishington,  tbi-ough  Frederick,  to  Antietam, 
and  of  Valfjc  fi-om  Blidiih  to  Medeah,  besides  the  mere  fact  that 
in  both,  a  monptain  range,  vigorously  defended,  had  to  be  over- 
tome.  It  took  McClellan  twelve  days  to  advance  tbrty-five  miles, 
ovM-  excellent  roads,  and  throiigh  an  open  and  friendly  country, 
■witbtiul  opposition — Vai.ee,  the  same  length  of  lime  to  fight  his 
way  fifteen  miles  tbrongh  an  extremely  difficult  cfluntry,  against  the 
opposition  of  every  soul  in  that  country  who  could  beararins; 
when  every  hour  brought  a  skirmish,  and  every  day  a  bloody  con- 
flict. Mct.LELi.AS  hail  ample  supplies,  and  troops  double  the  num- 
ber of  his  adversary.  Vai^ee  could  depend  upon  nothing  except 
what  bo  could  carry  with  him,  and  the  Arabs  outmmibered  him  at 
least  iwo  to  one,  fighting  on  their  own  soil,  every  inch  of  wliich 
was  we-U  known  to  every  man,  with  a  virulence  and  courage  which 
tJie  nibeis  might  equal,  but  could  not  surpass.  When  Valee  did 
corae  in  contact  with  the  enemy  entrenched  and  admirably  posted 
in  his  mount'Uin  fortress,  he  inflicted  such  a  defeat  upon  him  as 
needed  no  second  battle,  no  indeciave  Antietam,  to  effect  his  object, 
lixe  capture  of  Medeali.     Keasmt  might  have  told  all  this  to  Mc- 
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CueLLAN,  and  have  afforded  him  the  benefits  of  Ida  experience,  had 
he  been  pei-mitted  to  h»re  accees  to  him,  or  bad  his  counsels  been 
listened  to,  even  if  they  were  not  accepted.  It  is  needless  to  go 
(arther,  nlthongh  McCi.ellan  is  chargeable  with  a  total  want  of 
slrategj-  at  South  Mountain,  for  he  could  have  tnmed  the  ivbol  po- 
sitions there  through  Braddock's  Gap,  a  comae  that  would  have  ob- 
viated a  hard  day's  fight,  and  have  produced  far  greater  results, 
with  a  much  less  sacrifice  of  life.  But,  Valee,  if  not  a  man  of 
genius,  was  a  capable  and  experienced  aoldier.  No  wonder  that 
Kearnt,  when  he  looked  upon  McCleli.au,  looked  back,  as  he 
HT0t«,  with  deep  regret  upon  the  absence  or  want  of  such  brilliant 
commanders  as  those  under  whom  he  had  seen  the  great  Afiican 
chain  conqnei-ed  and  ci'owned  with  the  ensigns  of  Fi-ance. 

Abi>-£l  Kauer's  troops,  thus  driven  from  their  position — selected 
with  so  much  address,  fortified  with  so  much  oare,  and  defended 
with  so  much  resolution — full  bock  into  the  "  Wood  of  Olives,"  an- 
other sti-oug  post     This  is  a  narrow  tongue  of  land,  separating  the 
wat«r  of  the  Chiffa  fi-om  those  of  Oued-el-Djer,  or  Djels,  midway  be- 
tween the  Col  de  Moitzaia  and  Medeah.     Here  another  short,  but 
severe  combat  ensued,  in  which  Chakoarnier  again  distinguished 
himself,  and  dislodged  the  Arabs  with  some  loss  inflicted  upOKB 
them,  and  impressed  them  with  still  sti'onger  convictions  of  the  fi 
tility  of  fiirther  resistance  to  such  troops  as  he  commanded, 
the  17th  May,  the  French  army  advanced  down  the  Southern  sloj 
of  the  mountain  and  occupied  Medeah,  one  of  the  objectives  of  the. 
French  operations.    The  other  was  Miliunah  next  to  be  DasaUe^ . 
These  kej-points  occupy  the  same  poailion,  relative  to  Algiers,  tl^J 
wards  the  south-weat,  as  Constantine,  towai-da  the  east  by  BOuHl^ 
and  constituted  jVbd-el-Kadek's  chief  strongholds  in  this  direotiOBfl 

Medeah  is  situated  on  a  plateau  on  the  summit  of  the  Lesser  £ 
las,  surrounded  by  a  belt  of  gardens  and  enormous  groves  of  &idt 
trees,  particularly  oranges,   almonds,  and  olives;  all  the  tropical 
fruits,  however,  are  produced  in  abundimce.     It  is  one  of  the  oldr^ 
est  cities  in  Africa,  of  Roman  origin;  and  an  immense  aqueduct,  tf 
Koman  construction,  clothed  with  creepers,  winding  like  a  serpei 
and  following  the  levels,  still  conveys  to  the  town  the  water  of  tj 
mountain  springs,  and  feeds  its  numerous  fountains.     It  was  oat 
very  populous  ;  and  this  aqueduct  and  other  Roman  i-emains  atta 
its  former  importance. 

The  plateau  upon  which  it  is  built  has  a  rapid  descent  toward*  ' 
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le  valleys  of  the  aea-coaat,  while  it  slopes  more  gently  down  in  the  | 
■  ~liii  I  ll  III  of  ibf  deaert,  so  that  the  town  may  be  said  to  look  into  the  < 
^^Bahara.     Its  altitude  above  the  aea  ia   3,018  feet.     This  jilateaa 
^Ljioks  sheer  down  on   two  sides,  and   these  precipices   malce  it 
^^BDSccptJble  of  easy  defence.     A  rather  high  stone  wall,  one  mile  in 
'^Knrcumfcrence,  encompasses  the  town,  pierced  by  five  gates,  two  to  j 
"*be  north,  and  tliree  respectively  to  the  south,  eaat,  and  west.    These  j 
agates,  in  1840,  were  weakly  defended  by  a  few  loopbolea    Above 
'^^le  south  gate  two  old  8-pounder  Spanish  culverins  were  mounted, 
~^chich  were  captured  by  the  French,  and  pi'eserved  as  trophies..  Like 
—Alters,  Wcdeah  has  a  Casbah  and  a  very  pretty  palace,  the  residenoa 
^of  the  former  Bty  of  TitterL 

Such  was  the  first  purely  Arab  town  which  Keaust  aaw,  and  I 
~Vlienoe  he  could  look  down  into  the  great  desert,  ofwliichsnoh 
"TTonderful  stories  had  been  told.  Here  he  had  an  opportunity  to 
note  the  marked  differences  in  the  climate  of  Algiers.  In  winter 
^e  weather  is  very  cold,  and  in  summer  the  heat  is  excessive.  But 
"when  does  the  summer  commence  T  The  military  author  of  a 
"Summer  in  Saliara"  speaks,  22d  May,  1853,  of  "  winter  still  hav- 
ing one  foot  jJanted  on  the  white  summits  of  the  MouKiiia,  eight 
miles  N.N.W.  of  the  town ;"  and  Pulszky  alludes  to  the  snow  cap- 
ped mountains,  which  cool  the  hotand  dry  winds  of  the  desert.  The 
nioontain  Ouanseiia,  5,004  feet  high,  easily  seen  from  Medealb 
«xty-fivc  miles  to  the  southeast,  tn  January,  1842,  was  all  white 
with  snow  j  and  some  sharp  needles  of  the  Jnrjura,  or  Djordjora, 
about  the  same  distance  to  the  eastward,  ore  covered  with  snow 
the  whole  year  round. 

Castellaxe,  in  describing  Mascara,  still  farther  to  the  south,  but 
on  the  same  range,  says,  "the  climate  is  frightful  during  tlio  winter 
in  this  part  of  the  country  ;  enow,  rain — rain  wliich  beala  upon  llie 
lent  hke  strokes  of  a  stick — hail,  winds,  and  every  irregularity  of 
dimat*." 

At  Medeab,  three  mountain  ranges  seem  to  come  together ;  one 
from  the  west,  one  from  the  north,  and  one  from  the  east  Towards 
iLe  south,  had  the  human  vision  sufficient  range,  Kearmt  might 
hnve  beheld  the  Great  Desert — not  altogether  so  in  reahty,  since 
French  rnilitflry  exploration  has  proved  it  to  be  an  ocean  of  sand, 
fciekly  dotted  with  islands  of  verdure  aoil  fertility,  with  abundant 
water,  at  no  very  great  depth,  responi^g  to  artesiau  wells — ^for, 
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as  before  stated,  Medeab,  from  the  elevation  of  its  site,  overlooks 
all  intervening  objects  in  that  direction. 

LA3rpiNG,  who  campaigned  in  this  country  in  1840-1,  remarks 
that  the  tract  of  country  must  have  been  thickly  peopled  at  some 
former  time,  judging  from  the  cemeteries  which  he  and  his  comrades 
saw  in  then*  marches  in  the  district  of  Medeah. 

"  These  are  generally  near  the  tomb  of  a  marabout,  and  of  enor- 
mous extent :  they  might  truly  be  called  cities  of  the  dead.  Tlie 
graves  are  all  exactly  alike ;  no  distinction  seems  to  exist  among  the 
dead.^  All  are  carefully  covered  with  masonry,  to  keep  the  jackals 
from  scratching  up  the  bodies ;  and  indeed  no  one  can  wonder  that 
the  Bedouins  should  wish  to  rest  undisturbed  in  death  after  such 
restless,  wandering  Uves.  Each  grave  was  mai'ked  by  a  large  up- 
right stone,  but  no  date  told  the  dying  day  of  him  who  lay  beneath 
it,  no  escutcheon  proclaimed  his  bu*th  and  descent" 

On  the  20th  of  May,  Valee — ^having  left  behind  him  in  Medeah 
a  garrison  of  two  thousand  four  hundi'ed  men — ^retraced  his  steps 
across  the  Atlas  to  the  fai^m  of  the  Mouzaia,  at  the  foot  of  the 
mountain,  on  the  Northern  side.  The  indefatigable  Emir  did  not 
permit  the  peaceful  prosecution  of  this  march.  A  very  severe 
attack  upon  the  rear  guard  occm'red  on  the  20th,  in  the  "  Wood  of 
Olives,"  in  which  that  picked  body  of  men,  the  Riflemen,  ( Chasseurs 
(T  OrleanSy  or  de  Vincennes)  suffered  such  ten-ible  losses  that  it 
might  have  been  looked  upon  as  destroyed  as  a  battalion,  and  as 
such  it  took  no  further  part  in  this  campaign.  The  first  i)eriod  of 
the  great  spring  operations  was  ended.  The  Duke  of  Orleans 
and  the  Duiaa  of  Aumale,  both  of  whom  had  evinced  the  highest 
distinction  in  the  discharge  of  their  functions,  bade  adieu  to  the  army 
to  return  to  France.  All  the  disposable  troops  were  now  brought 
together,  and  every  possible  preparation  made  for  the  next  move. 

While  the  French  were  straining  every  nerve  to  reorganize  their 
columns,  Abd-el-Kader  was  not  idle,  and  sought  by  able  disposi 
tions  to  render  liis  numerous  but  scattered  forces  available  for  a 
protracted  defensive.  One  body  remained  in  the  neighborhood  of 
j^giers  to  harass  the  territory  around  this  city  ;  a  second  maintained 
the  blockade  of  Medeah ;  a  thu'd  was  posted  in  the  lowlands  along 
the  River  Cheliff  to  observe  and  obstruct  the  advance  of  a  French 
column  upon  Milianah  ;  while  a  fourth  was  posted  at  the  bridge  of 
El  Cantara,  which  spanned  this  river  to  the  west  of  Milianah,  on 
the  route  to  Mascara  and  the  province  of  Oran. 
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d>3i  the  Stb  Jnne,  the  French  column,  too  thonsaiid  strong,  started 

:'^?^h  from  Blidoli ;  preased  forward  from  tlie  west  end  of  the  plain 

**^  tfaeMetidjah  into  the  Af.liis;  on  the  7th  piiased  the  Cap  or  Col 

"**    Oontaa — jibout  fifteen  miles  east  ot'Milianah,  and  about  eighteen 

»»»1*^8  west  of  Mt'deiih — anjl  on  the  8th  captured  MiUunuh  after  a 

*no«rt  bill  brisk  engagement,  fortunately  in  time  to  arrest  the  con- 

fls^^S-watioQ.    kindleii  by  order  of  Auivel-Kadkb.       Tliis,    but  for 

t»>^      efforts    of  the  French,    would  shortly  have  hiid   the  whole 

»*"*-«5e  in  oahe^    Like  Kotopschix,   Abu-el-Kaheb   rcflolved  to 

^^^^troy  his  Moscow  with  fire  rather  than  leave  it  in  a  condition  to 

^'^k^it  the  return  of  its  own  population,  which  he  had  driven  forth 

"*    Bvttle  in  a  more  inaccessible  place,  or  to  serve  as  a  i>ermaneat 

*'^«»lt«a'  lo  the  invader.     An  immense  convoy  of  mnmnnilion  and 

V^otuiions  had  accompanied  the  march  of  his  troops,  partly  to  serve 

**  n  Bnpply  for  a  garrison  of  three  thousand  men,  which  Vai.ee 

**t«blished  in  Milianah,  and  partly  to  re-victuid  Medeah,  and  thus 

*Oable  its  garrison  to  hold  onl  through  the  winter. 

Milianali,  ailnated  about  eighty  miles  west-soiith-west  of  Algiers, 
nmtles  in  the  bosom  of  the  mountains,  surrounded  on  all  sides  by 
ail  aband:inc«  of  water,  the  greatest  of  bleaaings  in  this  torrid  clime. 
Towards  the  north  and  west  the  ground  is  flat,  with  a  gentle  descent 
to  the  plain  of  ChelilT.  Towanls  the  east  and  south  it  sinks  precipir 
Iwisly  from  tlie  wall  of  the  city  down  into  n  very  deep  valley, 
which,  full  of  the  most  beautiful  gardens,  presents  a  prospect  from 
ihc  town  which  can  scarcely  bo  escwsded  in  beauty.  This  valley 
of  ihc  Cheliff  was  lo  Milianah — the  Richmond  of  Aud-euKadeb — 
wh.il  the  Slieminiloah  Valley  was  to  the  rebel  capital  It  was  his 
jfranary ;  the  soil  scarcely  needed  the  band  of  industry  to  produce 
tbe  richest  crops.  Magnificent  harvests  rewaided  the  rude  Arab 
irrigation.  On  these  two  List  mentioned  sides  (eastward  and  south- 
ward) Milianah,  like  Medeah  imd  ConstautiJie,  is  not  susceptible  of 
aiiack. 

Mtlianati,  the  ancient  Maniano,  is  another  evidence  of  the  stra- 
tegical eugineering  of  the  Romans.  Its  site,  like  every  other 
Mhwtod  by  that  wonderful  military  nation — of  whom  it  was  said : 
'■  A  Gnd  must  have  instructed  tliem  in  the  ai't  of  war" — rendered  it 
a  inilitary  post  of  the  lilghest  importance.  When  Abd-ki^Kadee 
consigned  it  to  the  flumes,  it  was  Indeed  the  Kmir's  Moscow.  It 
was  bis  chosen  city,  which  he  ha<l  tleslined  to  become  the  center  of 
Arab  industry.     There  he  had  constructed  his  lorges  ;  and  all  his 
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gntnd  eatabliBlunents,  since  situated  on  a  detached  mountain  platesu, 
even  as  if  on  a  cornice,  {"en  comiche,")  its  i>osition  was  admirably 
calculated  against  any  attack,  except  tbat  of  Biu'opean  di§dpliiie 
and  artillery.  Handsome  houaea,  flagged  with  marble,  with  gal- 
leries in  the  second  story,  supported  by  graeefal  columns  and 
magnificent  Moorish  sculptures,  attested  the  opuleace  of  the  ancient 
inhabitants.  Four  miles  to  the  northeast,  the  mountiun  Zakkar 
towers  to  the  lieight  of  five  tliouaand  and  tliirty-one  feet,  the  sixth 
peak  of  the  Atlas  in  altitude.  From  its  flank  bui-sts  forth  abundant 
tbrnilains  of  the  purest  water,  not  only  sufficient  to  supply  the  town 
below — built  on  a  spur  of  the  lofty  source — but  susceptible  of  fur- 
nishing motive  power  to  a  large  number  of  manufactories.  WTien 
the  French  entered  by  the  Gate  of  Zakkar,  all  that  remained  of 
this  comparative  magnificence  vrna  the  palace  of  the  Eimr  and  a 
few  other  boUdings. 

Laupixg  speaks  of  Milianab  as  besieged  and  taken  by  the  Frendi 
on  this  occasion : 

"  One  half  of  the  besiegers  assailed  the  town  from  below,  while 
the  rest,  having  planted  some  cannon  on  a  height  commanding  the 
tcnvu,  poured  their  shot  down  ui>on  it  Wlien  Abd-el-K.vdkk  saw 
he  could  hold  the  place  no  longer,  he  determined  to  retreat  by  the 
only  gate  which  was  left  still  iree,  and  first  rode,  sword  in  baud, 
through  the  streets,  cutting  down  every  one  who  would  not  ftdlow 
him.  Nearly  all  eflected  their  retreat  in  safety,  and  most  of  the 
families  settled  on  the  northern  slope  of  the  Lesser  Atlas." 

Tliis  boars  out  the  writer's  recollections  of  ICeaeny's  aocount  c€ 
these  operations;  he  alwaysapokeof  thiBcaptureasthesie^eofMili- 
anah.  and  referred  to  the  cemeteries — such  as  excited  tlieast  onish- 
meat  of  Lauping — in  connection  vrith  llus  sctvic©.  He  smd  that 
one  of  these  old  Turkish  graves  made  a  capital  place  to  sle^  in  dur- 
ing the  investment.  The  head,  foot-jand  side  stones  atoneo  aflTordotl 
shelter  from  the  wind,  and  kept  a  man  from  rolling  out.  Wrapped 
in  his  cloak,  or  humous,  he  often  slept  soundly  and  conifort^dily 
over  one  of  the  former  iuhabitants,  sleeping  still  more  soundly 
andemeath  him.  Castellane  refers  to  a  "cemetery  which  received, 
in  1840,  an  entire  garrison."  It  is  ntuated  at  the  fool  of  the  waIIe^ 
and  as  this  is  one  point  from  wbicfa  the  town  was  assailed,  it  is  very 
likely  that  this  is  the  spot  to  which  Keabnt  referred. 

Having  left  a  garrison  of  three  thousand  men  in  Milianab,  Valee 
marched  thence,  12th  June,  through  the  Ejendel — the  i^triot  of 


=  Tire  FAsa  on  toht-am.  ev  «i» 


«4k«<— 


! 


f? 


^' 


kg 


EIOGEAPHT  OF  UAJOB-OENERAL  PHILIP  KEARNY,  ]05 

oooiiti7  between  that  town  anil  Meileah.  Down  to  1841  these 
towns  had  been,  as  it  were,  advnnceil  posts  of  French-African  oocn- 
pation.  After  tUiit  time  they  became  the  basis  of  French  occupa- 
tion in  Algeria.  This  movement  was  for  the  purpose  of  suppljiug 
3Ie(leah,  and  in  order  to  do  so,  it  was  neceaBiuy  to  cross  a  spur,  of 
tlie  Col  de  Mouzaia,  the  third  time  this  spring,  but  now  from  south 
to  north,  and  not,  as  previously,  from  north  to  south. 

On  this  occasion  the  Zouaves — imitation  Arabs — moved  with 
more  celerity  than  the  real  niitives,  and  were  beforehand  in  the  oc- 
cupation of  the  pass.  By  a  manojuvre  which  proved  that  Abd-el.- 
Haseb  was  an  intuitive  General,  the  Euiir  surpassed  the  experi- 
enced  lenders  of  the  French  in  their  own  profession,  and  came  near 
inrolving  the  whole  column  in  destruction.  Finding  that  he  could 
not  anticipate  the  Freuch  Light  Infantry,  he  hurried  forward  his 
Arabs,  parallel  to  the  French,  in  perfect  silence,  nnder  the  blind  of 
a  rocky  ridge.  Simultaneously,  ISth  June,  both  reached  the  sum- 
mit  of  the  mountain.  The  van  and  maiii  body  were  permitted  to 
paas  onmolcBted,  but  the  rear-goard  was  saluted  with  an  unex- 
|>ecled  volley  from  an  invisible  enemy.  This  fire  covered  the 
ground  with  dead  and  wounded.  Profiting  by  the  surprise,  the 
Arabs  threw  themselves  npou  the  French,  and  a  hand  to  hand  com- 
bat enmod,  in  which  the  Arabs,  four  times  repulsed,  returned  as 
oiiea  to  the  attack.  Bayonets,  modeled  after  the  yataghan,  were 
crosaed  with  the  ori^nal  weapon,  swords  with  the  long  and  keen, 
bat  mde  and  home-made  dagger  of  the  Arabs,  and  the  discharges  of 
the  rifles  and  muskets  were  answered  by  pistol-shots,  muzzle  to 
miiezle.  Of  the  800  Zouaves  and  Chassenrs  de  Vincennes,  on 
whom  as  usual  the  brunt  of  the  combat  fell,  120  were  killed,  and 
800  wounded.  Ra.vsloi'p  says  32  dead,  290  wounded;  and  adds 
that  it  required  a  lively  fire  of  Artillery  to  bring  off  the  remains  of 
the  rear-guard.  Wliile  any  soldier  nmet  admire  the  disotplined 
courage  of  the  French  troops,  be  cannot  reftiBC  the  highest  meed  of 
admiration  to  AB[>E[^KAj>Kn  and  the  regulars  he  had  formed. 
Agitin  and  again  the  Emir  led  these  regulars  to  the  charge,  and) 
judging  from  results,  it  would  have  gone  very  hard  with  the  French 
if  the  Arab  chief  had  had  a  competent  artillery,  with  which  to  an- 
swer that  of  the  French  Marshal.  Valf.e  having  supplied  Medeah, 
agaia  dispatched  Ciiangakniek  back  to  Milianah  with  5,000  men,  to 
escort  a  convoy  of  provisions.  He  was  again  attacked  by  Amy-ei,- 
K*tn:it,  and  only  repulsed  the  Emir  after  another  severe  engage- 
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ment.  It  was  now  the  end  of  June,  and  the  heat  had  become  so 
intense  that  farther  operations  were  impossible,  and  on  the  5th  July 
the  army  was  placed  in  summer  quarters,  men  and  animals  pretty 
well  used  up.  The  cavalry  sent  over  from  France  was  so  thorough- 
ly disorganized,  that  of  the  ten  squadrons  there  was  no  longer  any 
trace ;  and  even  the  Chassem's  d'Afrique,  mounted  on  Moorish 
barbs,  the  aitillery  smd  train,  could  only  parade  a  very  few  horses 
which  were  in  serviceable  condition.  Of  the  men,  7,000  died  from 
disease  between  August  and  December — a  mortality  of  about  one- 
eighth,  without  counting  those  wlio  fell  in  battle,  or  had  already 
succumbed  from  sickness  during  the  thi*ee  previous  months. 

Nevertheless,  the  return  of  the  hot  season  brought  with  it  no 
repose  for  the  troops — ^is  the  remark  of  the  Duke  of  Aumaj^.  The 
summer  and  autumn  passed  in  supplying  the  posts  which  the  French 
had  occupied  in  the  spring,  an  operation  as  difficult  and  as  murder- 
ous as  their  conquest  had  proved.  The  bullets  of  the  foe,  the 
climate,  and  incessant  fatigue,  thinned  the  ranks  of  the  soldiery,  and 
as  a  just  compensation,  carried  off  very  many  of  the  officers. 

The  Duke  of  Aumale,  in  his  historical  sketches  of  the  Zouaves 
and  Foot  Chasseurs  or  Riflemen — ^their  real  title  might  be  trans- 
lated African  Foot  Cavalry — Paris,  1855,  says  it  would  be  impos- 
sible, in  a  succinct  narrative,  to  describe  all  the  combats  which  took 
place  during  this  bloody  campaign  on  the  plain  of  the  Metidjah ;  at 
the  Col  (pass)  of  Mouzaia ;  at  the  foot  of  the  Chenouan ;  in  the  valley 
of  the  Cheliff;  on  the  Ouamri;  at  the  Gontas.  Eveiy  day  was 
marked  by  an  engagement,  every  inch  of  ground  was  disputed. 
The  cavalry  of  aU  the  tribes  of  the  pro^^nces  of  Algiers  and  of 
Oran,  supported  and  kept  in  hand  by  the  Emir's  "jBcefo" — the 
name  given  by  the  French  soldiers  to  Abd-el-Kader  s  regular  cav- 
alry, clad  entirely  in  red  or  scarlet — inundated  the  plain ;  every 
l>:issage  of  the  mountain  was  defended  by  the  Emir's  regular  in£Eui- 
tr}%  and  by  thousands  of  Kabyles. 

Tliis  insures  the  fact  that  Kearxt  learned  his  business  in  a  very 
han!  but  thorough  school,  for  the  lightest  of  the  French  trooper  s 
duties  in  Africa  is  less  like  a  military  promenade  than  many  deemed 
the  worst  in  £aroiK\Hn  sokliering.  For  fortitude,  as  well  as  for  gal- 
lautry«  he  won  eiiual  consideration,  and  in  one  of  the  marches  (when, 
under  a  torrid  sun,  water  was  so  scarce  and  thirst  so  burning  that 
tlio  men  threw  tliemselves  down  to  lick  up  a  puddle)  Keaknt 
marched  on  foot  to  add  his  example  to  those  afforded  by  his  regolar 
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umracles.  Moreover,  on  this  occasion,  whea  many  had  to  he 
brought  in  on  ambnlanoes  or  velucks,  he  came  in  nmong  the  I'ore- 
tsuBt  OD  fool.  Ugh  in  spirit,  however  exbausted  in  strength.  It  is  a 
great  ]iily  lliut  his  journul  of  these  triiils  is  lout,  for  this  expedition, 
illiiiMigli  -'  illuatratdl  by  so  raiiny  deeda  of  glory,"  was  attended 
vitti  no  resnlts  ndeijuate  to  its  harassing  laboi-s,  inasmuch  ub  the 
IVcuiih  columns  on  their  retutn  to  the  coast  were  followei!  by  the 
A»U  of  Abi>-ei.  Kadeb,  wlio  swept  mtb  fii-e  and  sabru  the  plains 
helwfvn  Uie  Atlas  and  the  capitiil  of  Alters.  Nevertheless,  it 
iMgbt  Keakw  many  a  lesson,  turned  to  aceount  in  his  at\er  yeara  j 
b  Us  Muxican  campaigns ;  his  espedition  against  the  In'Uiuis  of 
OregUD;  and  that  year  of  service  agMnst  the  rebels — lessons  which 
bare  ftuit  in  the  admirable  discipline  and  police  of  his  First  New 
Jawy  Brigade,  and  in  the  example  he  set  to  the  officers  and  men 
of  the  army ;  an  example  imitated  so  honorably  by  Bebrt,  who 
fcllftwed  his  type  to  glory  at  Cluincellorsville,  and  Berney,  who,  up 
to  tie  end  of  the  war,  helped  to  make  the  reputations  of  others,  and 
win  iiucoesses  of  which  the  rcwai'da  were  reaped  by  immediate 
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a; — I  have  thahooor  to  infonn  yon,  tliiit  Heft  Sanmnron  the  25th  of  March, 

ila(«  wliich  time  ill  health  has  obUgol  mo  to  remain  at  this  ploco.     In  nccordaocs 

'.ih  mj  lecfCT  to  jou  of  October  IGth,  1839,  after  remainiog  ntlachod  to  the 

Cavilij  School  at  Sanmur  for  six  months,  foi  the  [inrposes  therein  mcDtioned,  I     ■ 

'hart  Icfl  it  to  conr  ont  the  olijeeta  proposed  whon  1  CAm«  abroad  :  that  in,  to,  by 

pemuU  ex&minaciaii,  make  mjielf  Bcqaalntetl  nitb  the  prsctiixis  of  cavalry  regi- 

9  in  the  French  and  other  services.    In  that  same  letter  I  mentioned  tliat  I 

ttxtogbt  it  vronlil  be  proDtablo  to  visit  the  regiments  Borvicg  in  Africa,  as  there 

I  woohl  I  have  the  opportitiuty  of  obscrviiig  troops  in  active  service  in  the 

SeU.    Thil  present  spring's  campaign,  under  the  Dec  d'Ori.batib  and  Manhol 

Vatxe,  has  prcseDtcd  an  occusioD  nhich  I  am  anxious  to  improve.    It  is  tme 

1*M  have  not  signified  your  opinion  la  me  since  receiving  my  communication, 

ts  you  bad  laid  out  no  system  of  travels  for  me  in  particular,  when  I  left 

Americn,  1  prestuned   that  bad  it  not  met  with  your  approliation,  yon  would 

ngniiinl  the  same  to  me.    Indirectly  and  nnolHcially,  however,  I  have  heard 

in  rcsp«ct  to  the  plans  in  my  letter,  yon  made  no  objocUona  ;  thongh,  indeed, 

•o  imoffidally  has  it  reached  me  that  1  vould  not  he  jusUfled  in  on  ordhiory  case 

fa  ronadcniDg  it  an  authoritr,  bat  in  my  peculiar  situation  it  ia  a  drcnmstance  to  ^ 

d  me  in  making  up  my  detenninatiotL    Were  the  campaign  a  thing  I  conld  soo 

(oe  monihs  later,  I  wonld  be  far  better  sati^fiGd  in  waiting  till  I  heard  from  yon 

^^lidllj,  and  SU  my  health,  which  has  been  eitromely  delicate,  was  in  a  grefltor 

rasore  lestored  to  me.    But  that  cannot  be,  as  after  the  middle  of  Juno  all 

■ctire  tjfotSwaa  conae,  anil  do  nst  rccommcnra  til!  late  In  fall,  or  the  coBuing 


108        BIOGBAPHY  OF  MAJOB-GENE&AL  PHILIP  EEABNT. 

• 

year ;  and  that  this  is  a  subject  more  worthy  of  my  attention  than  anght  else»  I 
am  fully  persuaded  of  from  what  service  I  have  had  in  the  Dragoons,  and  more 
especially  from  omr  Colonel's  high  opinion  of  the  ends  to  be  obtained  by  an  exam, 
ination  of  what  a  theatre  of  war  must  constantly  present. 

It  is,  sir,  with  extreme  regret  that  I  find  myself  without  written  intmctloDS  for 
myself,  and  directions  to  our  Minister  at  this  Court,'  to  exercise  his  mflnAm^  in 
my  behalf,  for  I  am  thus  obliged  to  go  as  a  mere  private  officer  traTeling,  instead 
of  an  accredited  agent  of  the  public,  which  throws  in  my  path  obatades,  where 
there  otherwise  would  be  none.  Might  I  then  ask  for  instructions^  it  would  be 
more  satisfactory,  as  assuring  me  of  your  approval  of  such  plans  as  I  maj  hare 
laid  down,  or  giving  me  orders  to  pursue  another  course.  I  should  think  it  moat 
advisable  for  mc,  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  summer,  after  my  retain^  to  be 
present  at  the  Camp  of  Instruction  at  Lun^ville,  where,  annually,  fire  to  six 
thousand  cavalry  are  assembled  ;  and,  also,  to  visit  the  German  and  l^gliA  Car- 
airy.  As  the  system  of  schools  varies  always  essentially  from  the  pnctioeB  in 
regiments,  I  have  refrained  from  sending  communications  to  the  D^MOtmeiit 
which  might  be  incorrect  in  their  conclusions,  as  applied  to  the  French  Armj 
generally,  and  wait  until  I  have  studied  regiments  in  detaiL  Still  I  hate  seen 
sufficient  to  be  convinced  that  though  the  French  theory  of  tacticis  is  the  most  per- 
fect, and  though  (as  they  are  allowed  by  all  nations)  their  manner  of  gomg 
through  a  campaign  is  the  least  harrassing  and  destructive  of  soldiers,  that  beve 
the  study  of  their  army  stops.  For  then:  grooming  and  the  state  of  their  horaesi 
their  stables,  and  everything  that  refers  to  them,  their  quarters,  and  evoything 
pertaining  to  high  discipline  in  garrison  and  military  neatness,  are  eTeiywhero 
here  wretched  in  the  extreme — to  a  degree  that  would  not  be  tolerated  nor  dreamt 
of  in  the  most  slovenly  company  of  our  whole  regiment.  These  points  must  bt 
studied  in  Fngland,  where,  perhaps,  they  are  carried  to  an  excess,  and  in  Germany 
where,  both  in  the  Prussian  and  Austriim  cavalry,  I  believe  it  must  be  perfect. 

Sir,  I  leave  Paris  to-morrow.  Tho  campaign  was  to  have  opened  on  the  20th 
April  (to-day),  and  I  indulge  the  hope  of,  by  rapid  traveling,  not  being  more  than 
a  week  behind  hand.  ^ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

With  high  consideration. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  P.  KEASNY, 

Firtl  UeutmatU  JnrH  Dr^gtemB. 
The  Honorable  J.  B.  Foinbett, 

Ssertiary  qf  War. 


Alqzsbs,  7th  Mi7,  ISOL 
Hos.  GxNZBAL  yiSCOUNT  DB  SCHBAHM. 

General  :— I  take  the  liberty  of  sending  yon  this  letter  at  the  same  time  that 
I  transmit  to  you  the  letters  of  General  Cass,.  Ambassador  of  the  United  States 
near  His  Majesty  the  King  of  the  French,  addressed,  the  one  to  yourself  the  other 
to  General  Viscount  de  Bumigny,  in  the  hope  that  yon  will  haye  the  kindnei  to 
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oMaia  for  me  an  aotliarizntioii  from  His  Uighness  tlio  Dcteb  or  Obleanb,  or 
fram  Miurshal  Vaixe  to  join  the  first  expedition  ivhicb  coo  toke  pInM  doriog  the 
linui  I  c*n  remaiD  in  Algiers. 

J  would  Dot  hitire  taken  tlie  libertj  to  nuko  this  reqacst  if  I  wus  not  on  ofBeer 
Mat  oat  br  ibe  Gorenmii'Dt  of  the  I'nitoi  States,  with  tho  object  of  semiring  my 
pijfeaion  in  Europe  in  order  to  inlroduca  iinpTocomcnts  into  our  Cat^j. 
WItb  this  ictcntioQ  I  have  boeu  Bttachc<l  for  the  Inst  seven  mootha  to  the  Roval 
C«nlT7'  Sduwl  at  Saomnr ;  wtd  I  am  ono  of  the  three  ofBceis  admitted  by  Che 
Gonnuiieiic  in  bm  OeCobcr.  At  present  I  have  the  petruission  of  lu]'  Gorem- 
nent  to  traicl  daring  tho  rest  of  tho  year,  to  observe  the  practicaUo  working  of 
tbe  ngimcniii  themselves.  In  doing  so,  I  am  entirely  free  tu  iliapoae  of  my  tiiao 
m  aeem*  most  odvantagcouB  to  myself.  Stili  as  our  omlmasodor  has  no  positive 
fastrtictirais  from  oor  Government  to  prefer  (hia  requoat  to  the  French  Govem- 
■icnt,  beconadered  that  tho  IcCterv  oildresscd  to  yon  and  to  General  RuiaaNY 
(with  wbooa  he  had  the  honor  of  being  acqmunlcd)  would  bo  aaSeient  to  cd>tuin 
if  saeb  a  request  was  a  projicr  one  to  bo  ffrsnted.  A  severe 
prevented  ne  from  arriving  in  Africa  before  the  departure  of  this 
bat  if  it  should  last  scone  time  longer  I  wonld  be  happy  to  join  it 
I.  In  any  event,  1  request  3-ODr  intenncdiation  to  obtain  for  me  an 
o  jaia  the  BGXt,  even  ii  it  coneists  of  only  11  single  regiuionL 
"Oda  Kqncsl  is  not  nuule  with  the  intention  of  annoying  yon  by  joining  the 
Oetuntl's  staff,  vhich  must  always  be  snffieiently  numerous,  but  to  attach  niTself 
|»  aotae  rtgiiDent  of  Cavalry  which  belongs  to  an  Army  Corps. 
I  hxn  tint  bouta  to  be,  with  the  UigUest  ctmudcrntion. 

Tour  very  hnmbie  ami  very  obedient  servant. 


1  BoxoBiBLE  J.  R  POmSETTi 


jaiEiM,  Uny  Sib,  IM>. 


Sot. — I  have  ibo  honor  to  Inform  you  that  I  arrived  bere  yesterday,  tho  7th  of 
Jt*y- 

nnable  to  leave  on  the  21st,  as  I  had  expected.  General  Cass  changing  bis 
Kjiplying  for  me  for  nn  anthnrizalioa  from  the  Freni:h  Minister  of 
"Wmr  to  join  the  inti<udeJ  eicjwilitioa ;  moreover,  I  vrus  detuned  two  more  days,  till 
Ibe  S4(h  of  Mav  {April],  in  waiting  for  the  (irivate  letters  ho  had  offered  mo  to 
OcDCKalJ!  SCHCAMU  nnd  Rtjmig>T,  and  which  were  necessary  04  introduction  to 
tbeir  notice.  This  ouide  me  too  Inte  for  llio  packet  from  Toulon  of  tho  STtb,  and 
it  only  leaves  weekly. 

Oor  CootuI  here,  Mr,  Jacbocp,  boa,  since  my  arrival,  csercisod  in  my  behalf 
he  bus ;  but,  as  t  hail  not  nu  anthoniation  f  rooi  the  Minister  of  War, 
of  the  place,  Colonel  de  AtAnESGO,  did  not  feel  himself  entitled, 
ibeagh  aoxiouB  Co  scrre  me,  to  grant  me  n  ]viss  10  join  the  anny,  but  forwards  by 
to-dqr**  express,  my  letters  for  me.  As  I  find  that  tho  army  left  on  the  Sflth, 
mm  BUdo,  and  the  commnnicstioiis  arc  impracticable  but  for  large  convoys  and 
I  bava  little  reason  to  be  ftnttered  with  the  hopes  of  on  answer  being  in 
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time  to  be  of  the  ecrvice  I  had  hoped.  As  the  letters  General  Cass  faTcned  me 
with  to  General  Schramm  and  to  General  Kumigny  did  not  enter  at  all  into  the 
details  of  my  having  been  sent  abroad  by  Government,  and  the  objects  of  my 
travels,  I  felt  necessitated  to  accompany  them  by  one  from  myself,  applying  to 
'  General  Schramm,  who  is  Chief  of  tlie  Staff  of  the  Army  of  Africa,  to  obtain  for 
me  from  the  Marshal  Valee  or  the  Due  d*0rleaN8  (though  he  is  here  only  acting 
as  a  sulwrdinatc  General)  an  authorization  to  join  any  expedition  that  might  take 
place  whilst  I  remained  in  Africa — in  fine,  a  permission  to  be  at  liberty  to  pass 
wherever  I  might  please  in  Africa.    I  herewith  send  you  a  copy  of  th©  same. 

Successful  or  not  in  this  or  any  other  endeavor  I  may  make  whilst  abroad  to 
obtain  those  ends  for  which  Government  has  sent  me,  believe  me,  Sir.  as  alwax-s 
actuated  by  the  truest  zeal  for  the  service,  and  it  is  in  this  that  I  rest  tne  hope,  in 
some  degree,  to  moke  up  the  deficiencies  of  knowledge  and  the  want  of  experience. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

With  the  highest  sense  of  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  P.  KEARNY, 


The  Honorable  J.  R  Poinsett, 

Secretary  of  War^  United  States. 


Lieutenant  First  Droffoom. 


Algisbs,  Joly  lat,  IStfL 

SiB: — I  have  the  honor  to  report  myself  as  just  returned  fropi  the  late  expedi- 
tion in  the  prbnncc  of  Algiers,  Africa,  under  the  orders  of  Marshal  Valee,  and 
at  the  same  time  transmit,  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  a  letter 
—[letter  and  report  both  lost] — detailing  some  observations  made  whilst  with 
the  French  troops. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  P.  KEARNY,  Jr., 

Lieutenant  First  Segiment  Dragoomt, 
Greneral  R  Jokes, 

Ac^utant  General  United  States  Army^  Washington,  D»  C. 


THB  aOCm  PASS. 

"  Well  pleiued,  could  wo  porana 
Tbe  Arno,  from  his  Urtli-plnce  In  the  cloada, 
So  uoar  IbD  j-ellow  Tibcr's-apringlDg  np 
From  hit  touTtoimUiliu  on  the  Apenclne, 
TbU  aiuiuitiitn-ild|{e,  a  ■uB-mBTk  to  theshlpa 
6»ilinj  on  cither  MB."  Roqbb*'  -'iTiLT." 

In  the  fall  of  1840,  Lieutfioant  Philip  Keauny  returned  from  bia 
Kuropean  miSBion,  haviag  dono  honor  to  Mr.  ForaaEn's  selection  of 
him  aa  well  as  to  the  American  name.  He  was  alniOBl  imidediately 
ai^H>int«d  iiid-dtM!;iiiip  to  Major-Generid  Ai£xaxdeh  SIacomb,  Com- 
iiiander-iri-Cliief  of  tlie  United  States  Army.  This  dlBtiiigiiishecl 
officer  is  best  known  to  tho  American  people  for  his  decia^e  victory 
3U  Plattsburgh,  Ilth  September,  1814,  when,  with  one  thonsand 
five  liundrcd  Regulars,  aided  by  a  body  of  three  thousand  mititin 
and  volunteers — under  Generals  Moers,  a  soldier  of  the  Revoln- 
tion,  and  Steono — from  New  York  and  Vermont,  ho  reptdsed  and 
ik'fcatvd  an  army  of  from  fomteen  thousand  to  fifteen  thousand 
British  veterans,  fresh  from  triumphs  over  the  troops  who  bad 
conigavrod  Europe,  under  tlie  leadinji;  of  Napoleon  and  his  clioseu 
LicutonantH.  KE-Utur  retained  this  position  until  the  death  of 
General  Macoub,  which  took  place,  at  tlie  Heiidtpiarters  of  the 
Army  and  Capital  of  the  nation,  25th  June,  1841.  From  October 
to  De<^mber  of  tiiat  year  he  was  on  dul^  at  the  United  States 
Cavalry  Barracks  ul  Carlisle,  Pennsylvania,  Thence  ho  returned 
to  Washiiijrton  us  tud-dc-camp  to  Major-General  Winfield  Scott, 
next  Commander-in  Chief  of  tho  United  States  Army.  With  him 
Kkaunt  remained — "  dispensing  elegant  hospitality" — from  Decem- 
ber. 1841,  to  April,  1844,  when  he  was  relieved  and  ordered  to 
join  his  company.  On  I2th  May,  1844,  he  was  with  his  regiment 
at  Fort  Leavenworth,  and  was  enabled  by  his  experience  in  Afi-ica 
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to  prepare  his  immediate  command  for  efficient  service  against  tbe 
Indians,  and  the  projected  display  of  our  military  strength  upon  the 
plains. 

In  May,  1845,  Colonel  Stephen  Watts  Kearny,  with  five  com-  • 
panies  of  his  regiment,  the  Fkst  United  States  Dragoons,  made  a 
march  to  the  South  Pass  at  the  summit  of  the  Rocky  Mountains. 
This  was  the  first  military  expedition  which  struck  out  so  far  from 
the  settlements  into  the  Indian  country.  Its  object  was  to  awe 
tlie  savages  and  thus  afford  protection  to  the  emigrants  who  were 
crossing  the  plains  in  gi*eat  numbera  on  their  way  to  settle  in  Ore- 
gon. The  wi'iter  is  indebted  for  some  particulai-s  of  it  to  Major 
Alexander  Saranac  Macomb,  brother-in-law  to  Greneral,  then 
Lieutenant,  Philip  Kearny,  whose  tent-mate  he  was  on  this 
occasion. 

The  incidents  of  this  military  promenade  are  the  more  familiar 
to  his  mind,  and  afforded  the  Major  greater  pleasure,  since  lie  found 
himself  once  more  among  old  fi-iends  and  associates,  having  served 
tln*ee  years  with  the  First  Dragoons  before  he  was  transferred  to 
the  Second  Regiment,  and  thence  as  aid-de-camp  to  the  staff  of  his 
father,  ]Major-General  Macomb.  The  many  agreeable  reminiscences 
connected  with  the  novelty  of  the  trip,  the  jokes  among  comrades 
on  the  march  and  by  the  camp-fire,  would  natm*ally  make  all  who 
survive  look  back  with  pleasure  to  the  period  when  they  were  still 
young  and  fresh  enough  to  enjoy  an  excm'sion  which  was  accomr 
panied  with  just  enough  danger  to  season  it 

The  staff  of  this  expeditionary  column  consisted  of: 

Lieutenant  Henry  S.  TuRXEit,  Adjutant  and  Acting  Assistant 
Adjutant-General  of  the  Third  Military  Department  on  the  expedi- 
tion through  the  Rocky  Mountains,  and  at  the  headquarters  in  St. ' 
Louis,  Missouri,  1845 ;  Captain  First  Dragoons,  April  2d,  1846 ;  in 
the  war  with  Mexico,  IS^G-'^T,  as  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-Oen- 
eral  of  the  Ai-my  of  the  West,  participating  in  the  combat  of  San 
Pascuol,  California,  6th  December,  1846,  where  he  was  wounded  by 
a  lance;  Sku*mish  of  San  Bernardo,  California,  7th  December, 
1846 ;  Passage  of  the  San  Gabriel  River,  California,  8th  Januaxy, 
1847;  and  Skirmish  on  the  Plains  of  Mesa,  9th  January,  1847. 
He  resigned,  21st  July,  1848.  This  gentleman  is  (1868)  President 
of  the  Union  National  Bank  of  St.  Louis,  Missom'i,  and  the  author 
has  to  thank  him  for  much  intei*esting  information. 

He  was  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General  on  the  Staff  of  Biigb 
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<lJer-GeDer3]  Atkinson  at  the  same  time  that  Phuip  Kf.arky  was 
aitscbcd  to  the  eame  military  family  as  Aid,  in  1839. 

Lieotenaat  JjiXES  Henrt  Cableton,  Quartermaster,  afterwards 
Bngadier-Gencral. 

Lieutenant  Wiluak  Bemjamm  Fraxklin,  Topographical  En- 
gineer, This  very  able,  acientifie  nnan,  afterwards  rose  to  the  rank 
of  Major-General  of  Volunteers,  and  commanded,  first  a  Corpa,  and 
then  a  Grand  Division  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  afterwards  the 
Expedition  to  the  Sabine  Pass.        *        ^        a        *        u         -^ 

*        •         »         a         s         If         ^         4i        *         *         * 
Sis  (UvisioQ  comprised  the  famous  New  Jersey  Brigade,  made  and 
oonwnanded,  from  14th  August,  1861,  to  2d  May,  1862,  by  Genera) 

<1,  J.  De  Camp,  Surgeon,  since  dead. 

The  five  companies  of  Dragoons  were  commanded  respectively 
by: 

Ci^tmn  Philip  St.  George  Cooke,  now  Brigadier  General  and 
Breret  Major  General  U.  S.  Army;  antEor  in  1862,  of  a  new 
Uook  of  Cavalry  Tactics 

Captain  Besjamk  D.  Moore,  killed  Cth  December,  1846,  in  a 
^faiuge  upon  the  Mexican  Lancers  at  the  battle  of  San  Paseual. 

lieutenant  William  Ecstts,  afterwards,  1845,  Captain  of  Ist 
^^oons,  resigned  1849.  He  was  the  son  of  Brevet  Brigadier 
"*^eral  AuRAX  EtrsTis,  who  served  in  the  war  of  1812-'I5,  who 
^^  Colonel  of  Ist  U.  8.  Artillery,  at  Portland,  Maine,  1843.  He 
***  a  very  fine  ofBcer,  and  Hooker  says  he  owed  a  great  deal  to 


Us 


truoing.     Captain   Eitstis  is  still    living,  a  prominent    dvil 


"•SUieet  at  Xatches,  Mississippi,  and  has  nhown  great  kindness  in 
***sting  the  writer  in  the  preparation  of  chapter  on  the  Ball  at 


3  at  Lieotenant  PuiLip  Kearmt.  Kearnt,  Eustis  and  Tuhneb 
*«Uc  in  France,  and  at  the  cavalry  school  of  Sanmur,  ti'anslated 
**e  "French  Cavah-y  Tactics,  which  in  1841  was  adopted  for  the  U. 

^ragoona,  and  published  by  order  of  J.  R.  Pobsett,  Secretary 

l-ioutCTiant  PniLip  Ke.vrsy's  command  was  a  fine  company,  under 
Bw>d  discipline,  and  evinced  in  every  respect  the  influence  ol'  its 
Wtnmander,  who  always  had  the  power  of  infusing  a  high  military 
l^rit  into  his  men. 
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This  command,  Ist  TJ.  S.  Dragoons,  took  up  its  line  of  March 
&om  Fort  Leavenworth  about  the  middle  of  May,  as  soon  as  the 
grass  was  suflficiently  grown  to  afford  good  grazing  for  the  animals. 
Fifty  head  of  sheep  and  twenty-five  head  of  oxen  were  driven  with 
the  column  under  charge  of  the  commissary,  by  order  of  Colonel 
Kearny,  "  always  a  provident  officer,  so  that  the  officers  and  men 
were  furnished  with  fresh  beef  and  mutton,  every  now  and  then,  un- 
til they  got  into  the  buffalo  country."  It  is  more  than  likely,  how- 
ever, that  this  foresight  was  due  to  the  lessons  learned  by  lieuten- 
ant Kearny  in  his  Algerian  campaign,  for,  according  to  Lieutenant 
Lamping,  (Oldenburgh  Service,  author  of  the  *' French  in  Algiers," 
who  served  as  a  private  for  some  time  in  the  Foreign  Legion,  and 
participated  in  a  great  number  of  severe  expeditions,) "  besides 
what  rations  were  loaded  on  mules,  each  soldier  carried  nine  days' 
provisions,  consisting  of  ship  biscuit,  rice,  coffee,  and  sugar.  Bread 
and  wine  are  not  given  on  a  campaign,  owing  to  the  very  limited 
means  of  transport,  for  it  would  be  impossible  to  use  wagons  and 
the  number  of  mules  anS  donkeys  required  to  carry  the  provisions, 
for  a  march  of  five  weeks  is  great  enough  as  it  is.  Cattle  «re  driv- 
en, and  during  an  expedition  each  soldier  is  allowed  double  rations 
— that,  is  one  pound  of  meat  daily." 

The  tactics  adopted  by  the  French  generals  in  Africa  afford  capi- 
tal lessons  for  the  warfare  on  our  plains,  nor  are  the  habits  and 
usages  of  the  semi-bai*barous  tribes  of  Africa,  or  those  of  the 
Tm'cos,  which  won  such  a  name  in  the  Solferino  campaign — a  corps 
organized  by  the  French — ^very  unlike  the  American  savages,  even 
in  the  ti*eatment  of  the  dead.  Both  as  a  rule  torture  the  living 
captive^  and  the  Kabyle  carries  off,  as  a  pendant  at  his  saddle  bow, 
the  whole,  head  of  a  fallen  enemy ;  whereas  the  Lidian  strips  off  the 
scalps  to  ornament  his  person  or  accoutrements.  The  Lidian  is  the 
most  sensible,  for  the  scalp  is  easily  preserved,  and  more  merciful,  as 
far  as  life  is  concerned,  for,  if  rescued  in  time,  a  scalped  man 
may  survive ;  a  man  with  his  head  wholly  or  even  half  severed  off, 
certainly  not.  Moreover  a  dead-head  is  a  ghastly  object  at  best, 
and  soon  becomes  unpleasant  unless  salted  or  smoked,  as  practiced 
by  the  Dyaks  of  Borneo,  who  set  as  great  a  value  on  the  heads  of 
their  enemies  as  the  Kabyle,  and  take  as  much  pains  to  secure  them 
and  more  to  preserve  them  longer  as  cherished  ornaments  of  their 
homes. 

"  The  bivouac  of  a  French  column  in  Africa  usually  forms  a  perfect 
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Hqoare,  modified,  of  course,  by  the  ground;  the  infantry,  who  are 
outside,  lie  iu  double  file  behind  their  piled  arms.  Each  battalion 
0cn(ls  out  one  company  as  an  advance  post,  and  another  company 
rcmoina  within  the  bnes  as  a  picket  The  baggage,  artillery,  and 
cavalry  are  placed  in  the  middle.  The  cavaliy  do  not  ftirnish  any 
oatposis  as  boraemcn,  especially  in  broken  ground,  as  they  are  too 
much  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  Bedouins  and  Kabylea,  who  steal  6in- 
g'y  towards  as.  The  infantry,  on  the  contrary,  cau  more  easily  hide 
themselves,  and  by  laying  their  faces  close  to  the  ground  can  hear 
the  etigbteat  sound.  This  is  essential,  as  the  Bedouins  and  Kabyles 
npoQ  all  fimrs,  like  wild  beasts,  fall  upon  single  outposts,  or  Hhoot 
them  &om  a  distance  wben  they  can  see  them ;  for  which  reason 
Hie  oulpoela  change  their  ground  after  dark,  to  deceive  the  enemy. 
They  generally  draw  back  a  little,  learing  their  watch  fires  burning, 
which  enables  them  to  see  whatever  passes  between  them  and  the 

The  line  of  mareh  followed  was  that  wliich  is  called  the  "  Oregon 
Tra«c,"  along  the  North  Fork  of  the  Platte  River.  At  Fort  Lara- 
mie, what  live  stock  remained  were  left  to  fatten,  as  bison  were 
now  at  baud.  At  this  Fort  commences  the  ascent  of  the  mountains ; 
it  is  very  groduul,  and  quite  practicable  for  wagons.  Along  the 
Tulley  of  llie  Sweet  River,  fat  buffaloes  were  met  in  abmidanoc. 
About  the  1st  July,  the  command  reached  the  summit  of  the  South 
Pass,  and  the  troops  were  mustei'ed  at  the  head  watei's  of  the  rivers 
which  flow  thence  into  the  Pacifia  The  return  march  was  by  the 
kaoic  route  as  far  as  Laramie ;  thence  along  the  base  of  the  moun- 
tnius  to  Bent's  Fort,  nadcr  Pike's  Peak,  a  considerable  trading  post 
near  Kew  Mexico,  and  thence  ag^  along  the  Saute  F^.TracOt  ^ 
Fort  Leavenworth.  The  troops  arrived  iu  splendid  condition,  hav. 
ing  uccomphshed  a  disUtnce  of  about  two  thousand  three  bundled 
aulcs  iu  nineiy-nioe  days,  without  the  loss  of  a  mau  by  accident  or 
wckness,  and  with  tlio  eipenditme  of  but  a  few  horses. 

General  Stepues  Watts  Keabst  held  a  conncil  with  a  large  de- 
legation of  Sioux  warriors  at  Fort  Laramie,  and  this  dJapLiy  of 
troopa,  at  this  Amq,  bo  tar  out  from  the  settlements,  had  the  desired 
eflcct,  and  for  some  time  to  come  the  emigrants  were  not  molested 
by  thr  Indians. 

The  following  notices  of  prominent  objects  encountered  along 
this  march  westwards,  although  not  compiled  from  the  correspon- 
denoa  of  Kbabny  or  officers  attached  to  th^  espei^on  of  1845, 
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are,  nevertbeleBs,  pertinent.  The  reader  will  find  them  graphic 
and  interesting  &om  the  peculiar  manner  in  which  things  seen  are 
presented  and  commented  on.  They  are  from  the  pen  of  a  common 
friend — an  officer  who  distinguished  himself  in  the  Mexican  war 
— ^who  traversed,  a  few  years  afterwards,  the  same  route  fol- 
lowed by  the  expeditionary  column,  while  things  remained  in  about 
the  same  condition,  and  long  before  those  great  changes  occurred 
which  made  such  a  stride  in  advance,  in  ten  years,  as  would  have 
cost  half  a  century  for  their  accomplishment  in  the  Old  World. 

About  one  hundred  miles  west  of  Fort  Leavenworth,  that  fertile 
soil,  which  attracted  into  Kansas  such  vast  numbers  of  immigrants 
with  its  prolific  yield,  changes  its  character  and  becomes  less  and 

less  prolific. 

Fort  Lbavbnwobth. 

"  The  land  is  pretty  nearly  occupied  at  last — ^that  is,  the  good  land ;  for,  from 
aboat  a  hundred  miles  westward  of  this  point  to  the  Rocky  Monntains — a  distance 
of  some  five  or  six  hundred  miles — the  soil  is  said  to  be  very  poor  ani  not  worA 
oocnpying.  There  is  probably  more  waste  arable  land  in  the  Continent  of  Aoa 
now  than  there  is  in  North  America. 

''The  prairie  is  a  heaving,  swelling  ocean  of  grass,  mingling  mistily  with  Uie 
sky,  like  the  unbounded  sea.  In  the  ravines— or  rather  troughs  of  this  sea — are 
occasional  streams,  or  perhaps  scries  of  water-holes,  bordered  with  a  thin  akirt  of 
trees.  All  else  is  grass.  A  strange  absence  of  animated  life  is  observed.  A  soli- 
taiy  wolf  now  and  then ;  one  antelope ;  a  few  doves  and  larks ;  two  or  three  cxows  ^ 
a  few  other  birds,  one  toad,  one  lizard,  and  some  cat-fish,  are  almost  the  only  linng 
things,  except  grasshoppers  and  flies,  that  we  have  seen  in  the  entire  distance  tra- 
versed. Not  until  two  or  three  days  since  did  we  begin  to  see  even  the  wredL  of  a 
bnfihlo,  their  bleaching,  decaying  skulls  and  bones  then  beginning  to  appear 
torod  here  and  there  upon  this  their  vast  and  ancient  pasture  ground.  Their 
casscs,  as  we  advanced,  became  more  numerous,  until  at  length,  yestexdaj,  we  saw 
pieces  of  their  furry  skins,  recently  torn  off,  scattered  about  the  deserted  lodges  of 
the  Pawnees." 

[Some  eighty  miles  east  of  Fort  Kearny,  about  midway  between 
that  post  and  Fort  Leavenworth,  upon  the  left  or  north  bank  of  the 
"  Little  Blue,"  a  branch  of  the  Republican  River.] 


**  After  a  soaking  day's  march,  the  rain-clouds  of  the  day  are  retiring  in  the 
tance,  with  low-muttered  thunder ;  the  lightning  flashes  out,  as  of  a  sanmiflr's 
eve,  at  various  points  of  the  horizon ;  and  small  masses  of  donds  inove  slowly  oier 
the  twilight  sky  of  the  west,  as  if  surveying  the  field  of  battle  of  the  day.  Tbe 
air  is  mild  and  warm,  and  the  cricket  is  filling  the  stillness  of  the  night  with  Um 
pleasant  song. 

«  Not  the  least  pleasant  part  of  the  march,  to  my  ear,  is  the  harvest  hymn  of  iSbt 
iasertiS,  which  raise  a  constant  strain  of  thanksgiving— «  joyous  fritinancy  of  i 
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lor  the  ripe  woeil-»certa  lliat  grow  along  the  rond,  for  the  remi  is  bordered  wilh 
wneda.  As  if  in  fulliiiiieQt  ot  Ibe  curse  pronounceil  upon  mao,  they  spring  np,  not 
oaif  wliero  he  tills  the  land,  bat  erco  whero  his  vagoD-wbocls  hsve  plowed. 

"The  colomn  na  seen  in  the  distBnre.  moving  acroas  the  prairie,  presents  the 
oppcanmce  of  a  unull  lilncldah  head,  (for  the  rcj^inutct  looks  small  in  suoh  ud- 
bonodcd  apace,)  fbUoncd  by  s  very  long  wliilLih  tail.  This  Uul  is  the  baggugo- 
traiD.foi  the  wagons,  drawn  bv  sax iQDJeaeacli,aro  roofed  with  white  cotton  rovers. 

"The  Platte  River,  upon  the  right  bonk  of  ithich  wo  aio  encamped,  is  tyfor 
the  greotcst  eoriositf  that  we  hnva  soen.  It  seems  to  be  Deorlif  a  mile  vrlUe,  and 
jet  il  is  so  shallow  that  one  may  wade  across  it.  Its  current  is  at!  filled  with sond- 
flnts  will  little  islets.  It  U  but  TC17  littto  below  the  general  level  of  the  country. 
Kigfat  along  the  edge  of  the  stream  U  a  little  ridge  of  sand,  and  ttu^n  several  miles 
lauik  iaa  lar>ct  ridge.  The  land  between  these  ridgea  is  very  level  and  is  all  nond, 
except  a  little  covcriiig  of  lilack  wgctahle  mould.  The  horses  lick  this  soil  in  a 
vm;  that  fihowa  that  there  is  something  saline  in  it ;  and  it  is  here,  porhqit,  that 
the  liuffaio  finds  salt,  or  its  snbstitute.  It  is  stud  that  if  boles  he  dug  in  this  soil 
for  inter,  tJio  water  is  cool  and  plcnsantcr  to  the  taste  than  the  river  water,  bat 
Ittal  it  b  certain  death  ru  drink  it.  The  conDtryisvei^-level,and  the  Great  Pacific 
Itoilrood,  if  ever  built,  maj  run  along  the  Platte,  from  il^  mouth,  otiove  Fart 
LtatBuitDrth,  to  where  it  takes  its  rise  in  the  Houky  Muiintiiins.  There  is  not  so 
modi  titnbn't  however,  hut  tliat  even  ties,  as  well  us  roils,  would  have  to  be  brought 
£roiii  n  distance 

"  Onr  rood  attll  leads  ap  the  right  bonk  of  the  Platte,  which  stlU  remains  aj 
gtoil  I  coriosiCy  as  ever.  Imsgine  on  immense  ditch  dug  through  the  rolling, 
cndulaEing  prairie  from  west  to  east — from  the  Rock/  Mooalfins  to  the  IbGssouri 
lUnir— Mine  sovoroi  aiUce  ui  width,  and  two  or  three  hundred  feet  iu  depth,  and 
•va  can  form  bohid  idea  of  the  valley  through  which  the  Platte  mn<i.  The  river 
lurtf  b  in  the  middle  of  this  valley,  and  consists  of  a  mile  or  more  in  width  of 
oballnw  threads  of  water  running  smoog  sand  Hat^  and  small  islands.  The  bantu 
■>(  (lie  river  ore  but  a  little  above  the  water, -while  those  of  the  volley  are  deeply 
•ounud  and  gullied,  and  look  like  chainsof  ru^igod  mountains.  On  the  precipitous 
■lopca  of  some  of  the  deep  gollie^  there  ore  clmiips  of  cedar,  reminding  one  of  the 
bclu  of  fir  trees  that  ore  lifted  up  into  the  cold,  thin  air  by  the  loftiest  moontaini. 
Nowhere  else  is  this  cedar  seen  here.  The  smooth,  wide,  and  nearly  level  bottoni 
v^ey  is  verdunt  with  rich  paalnrc,  and  along  the  course  of  the  river,  ou  either  ude, 
nmnenina  herds  of  buSoloure  seen '  grazing. 

"Atone  of  our  encampmenta  a  bufTolo  was  noticed  wsding  acToss  the  river 
towards  no,  anrl  some  of  the  men  coached  in  the  grass  to  lie  in  wait  for  him.  On 
be  ivnc,  boldly  and  determinedly,  though  occasionally  stopping  to  look  at  our 
BUDp.  Iinmerous  mules  and  horses  were  feeding  peacefully  there,  and  this  seemed 
to  roaanun  him.  Presently,  reaching  the  shore  and  mounting  the  hank,  he  slop- 
ped n  whllo  in  half  snrpriae  to  gose  npoa  the  novelty  of  the  scene  before  him. 
TVrc  he  itood,  with  his  sha^igy  front  lifted  ap  high,  in  a  boldness  of  relief  and 
an  iialomnlipiritednQsaof  utiitoda  tlutgavehim,  laaaure  yoa,  a  most  mogniliGent 
nj-lKanuM'o.  ["lUlgl  went  a  rifle:  and  the  noble  brute  but  barely  blinked.  WhangI 
wi-ut  another  I  uul  now  hestnrison  the  run  for  the  Inland  priario.  Bot  whang  1 
whan;;  1 1  whang  11!  go  the  iire-omu— lustols,  muskeloons,  and  rides  of  oil  sorta. 
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Pierced  with  nnmcroiis  balls,  the  amazed  ammal  stops  again  to  gaze ;  and  ao  do 
his  pursuers  stop,  half 'frightened  at  the  blood  and  fierceness  of  his  look.  Again 
he  starts  to  run,  and  again  his  pursuers  renew  their  fire,  until  at  length,  exhausted 
by  his  cfTorts  to  escape,  and  from  the  loss  of  blood  from  his  numj  wounds,  he  falls, 
tumbles  down  upon  the  plain,  and  out  the  butcher  sallies  with  steel  and  knife  to  cut 
him  up." 

[Camp  near  Court  House  Rock,  two  hundred  and  forty  miles 
west  of  Fort  Kearny,  on  the  North  Platte.] 

**  Court  House  Hock  is  a  castle-like  moss  of  limestone,  which  prohablj  teoetred 
its  name  from  those  with  whom  a  court-house  was  considered  as  the  grandest  oi 
all  edifices.  Near  by  it  ore  two  other  masses,  which  from  this  point  look  like  pynr 
mlds.  There  is  a  solidity,  reix>sc,  durability,  and  a  gradual  ascending  of  the 
thoughts  towanls  heaven  in  the  p^Tamid,  that  doubtless  gave  that  monomenfc  * 
great  retroactive  effect  upon  the  character  and  manners  of  the  Egyptiana.  How 
serene  is  the  expression  of  the  face  of  all  their  ancient  statues  ! 

"  *  Chimney  liock,*  a  little  to  the  west  of  the  preceding  freak  of  nature,  ought 
to  be  called  *  Monumental  Rock,'  for  it  is  perfectly  like  a  monument.  The  vallej 
of  the  river  opened  out  there,  and  this  monument,  as  it  stands  on  the  slope  of  the 
right  I)ank  of  the  valley,  overlooks  an  immense  level  region  of  country,  and  can 
be  seen  from  a  great  distance.  As  we  struck  our  camp  and  marched  by  it  early  in 
the  morning,  we  entered,  among  numerous  other  resemblances  to  works  of  art* 
such  as  temples,  palaces,  pyramids,  domes,  towers,  turrets,  and  buttresses ;  and 
finally,  after  a  march  of  some  twenty  miles,  an  immense  wall,  not  tmUke  a  city'a 
wall,  extended  across  the  way,  rising  to  the  height  of  five  hundred  to  one  thonsaod 
feet  aliovc  the  river,  and  through  which  there  is  a  lofty  gate-way.*  Hiron^  thia 
gate-way  we  passed,  while  a  hawk  was  hovering  around  its  summit,  as  if  around  a 
mountain's  crag.  So  like  the  ruins  of  a  Babylon  or  a  Kamac,  or  some  such  city,  was 
the  entire  scene  of  this  day's  march,  that  when,  at  an  early  hour,  the  ay  of  the 
wolf,  like  that  of  the  jockall,  resounded  through  the  stillness,  the  illusion  mm 
almost  perfect  And  then  the  reflection  arose — where's  the  difference  between 
this,  nature's  mockery  of  art,  and  art  itself ,  since,  some  once-mighty  Thebes,  idiere 
myriads  of  human  beings  have  swarmed,  and  where  human  art  has  run  its  courae, 
what  now  remains  but  exactly  such  shapes  as  these  ?  The  primeval  stillneaa  that 
rests  upon  the  one  could  hardly  be  distinguished  from  the  pall  of  oblivion  that  haa 
settled  over  the  other. 

^  From  the  gateway  on,  our  route  has  not  presented  much  of  interest ;  being 
almost  void  of  animal  life,  and  scorched  with  drouth. 

**  We  have  passed  through  the  lofty  gateway  of  Scott's  Bluffs,  and  encamped 
among  the  mock  ruins.  These  when  the  morning  dawned,  shewed  to  a  beaotifol 
effect,  dome,  pyramid,  turret,  tower,  monument  and  battlement,  rising  in  calm  re- 
pose amidst  the  grey  light.  And  when  two  Indians  came  riding  over  the  scene, 
like  any  two  Arabs  over  the  nuns  of  a  Elamac  or  a  Nineveh,  the  illusion  for  a 
moment  was  complete.    There  was  a  charm  in  this  apparent  playful  effort  of  ixH 

*  This  is  almost  the  same  Ituus  natura  as  the  **  Iron  Gates"  of  the  Atlas,  only  thla  it 
single  and  those  are  qoodraple. 
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tclligcDCe  oa  tbo  part  of  nature  ihut  waa  quite  cikptiratJug.  Here,  before  the  ha- 
Ruui  nee  w«a  created — bcifore  man  was  born — Notnre  hud  mimk'Jieii  beforehanil 
his  proDdcit  seats  of  empire.  From  tbe  lufty  wnlls  io  the  west  to  the  moaumcat 
m  tlie  cost  (which  needed  onlj  the  flgaro  of  a  mun  upon  it  nith  folded  arms,  in  b 
pcnsvc  iRood,  to  bo  vamiiicCc),  tlio  distance  was  more  tbui  twenty  inilas ;  giTiii|{ 
a  grand  iduo  of  tlie  vastniws  of  this  irony  of  luitore  at  the  grandenr  of  man.  It 
u  in  a  wildpmess  which  will  jirohaWy  never  become  much  peopled,  and  the 
tsady,  shallow  Platte  llovrs  away  in  mock  uimmordal  importance  in  Ibe  distnnoe. 
Our  good  mathcr,  Nature,  uiems  to  W  ta  a  very  kindlj,  amiable  mood,  vihca  'she 
raa  br  tbos  m  Borionalj  facetious  at  our  expctmo. 

"If  yva  hare  been  in  Cmuulaagnia  this  BUmmcr,you  may  probably  have  fallen 
in  with  (omo  ^ni  Indiuus ;  for,  if  I  am  nut  mistaken,  they  usod  to  rofiide  about 
(he  great  lakes,  ami  hare  graiioally  retired  from  these  before  tlie  advance  of  the 
wUiM  man-  They  extend  now  along  the  Thitte  for  up  into  the  tlocky  Alomitaiat. 
A  party  of  Ihcoo  wiiith  met  us  as  wo  wore  coming  away  fom  Laramie,  for- 
nit&til  tbe  aaltuoD  conaiderahle  amnsemeuL  It  coDsistod  of  an  Indian  and  his 
wile  anil  two  aloall  children.  Tht:  man  was  mounted  on  a  horse,  with  aboy  astride 
Inhtod  LiuL  He  wore  a  soldier's  cap  with  a  feather  stuck  tb  it,  and  by  his  side 
kuog  a  Large  dr^oou's  sabre.  He  looked  pretty  fierce  and  warlike,  but  behind 
Iiim  was  another  hoi'w  which  ho  led  bj  a  hiriat,  Two  lodge-poles  were  attached 
U>  Intll  sdcs  of  thin  liorse,  at  one  end,  while  at  the  other  they  trailed  upon  the 
groond;  anil  upon  a  staging,  (ixed  npou  these  polen,  rode  his  wife  and  a  small 
i;irl.  It  waa  as  odd  a  compromise  between  savage  and  civiUied  life  as  over  was 
■ten.  The  addition  of  an  axle-tree  and  two  wheels  K>  the  i>oles  would  have  been 
an  fifoTl  at  dfitization  absolntely  beyond  the  Indian's  capacity;  yet  he  aoetaed  to 
be,  natorally,  as  mocb  of  a  man  in  every  respect  as  we  are.    "    * 

"We  hare  passed  scveriO  large  collecliona  of  lodges,  and  there  is  now  one  jntt 
•l.)V«  inc,  and  anothrr  below  j  for  the  Indians  stil!  come  here,  as  has  been  their 
wont,  to  intercept  the  hnflolo  when  thoy  come  down  from  the  prairie  to  drink  in 
tbe  Platte  and  roll  their  huge  carcasses  in  the  sand  and  mud.  •  •  *  But 
tlwir  incite  conical  lodges,  tlie  original  of  Siblet'S  tent,  seen  amidst  the  green 
niargia  of  tbe  Platte,  look  pretQ^.  Xear  them,  always,  are  tripods,  formed  of 
IhrPB  poles  tied  together  at  the  tops,  from  which  are  suspended  qoivers  and  n 
white  shield.  In  limeof  war,  however,  theshicid  is  red.  Itisatas^.picturesiine 
■igbl,  and  I  snspect  that  it  originated  with  the  Canadian  French,  who,  from  mari- 
tal aUIances  with  the  Sions,  seem  to  follow  them  westward  into  the  mountoina. 

"This Point  (Fort  Dinunie)  appears  to  be  the  center  of  the  buffalo-robe  trade — 
net  that  the  buffalo  are  numerous  hero,  but  that  the  trade  naturally  fbids  this  as 

"  I  am  told  that  ttut  robes  ore  prepared  by  the  Indian  women,  and  that  a  great 
deal  of  patient  lobar  is  licitowcd  upon  thorn.  To  tan  tluj  robe  they  put  upon  tlie 
lutlfltns  side  a  preparation  made  of  the  brains,  liver,  and  uuurow  of  Che  auinud  ; 
■nd  the  skin  is  mode  supple  by  bdng  drawn  repeatedly  athwart  a  rope. 

"  AJready  these  rolies  have  become  comfortable,  for,  thongli  the  days  ore  very 
wonn,  the  nights  arc  cold.  We  are  at  on  elevutjon  of  four  thousand  two  hundred 
mil  fifty  feet  above  tbo  level  of  the  sea — an  elevation  at  this  latiludo  which  ought 
R)  roniler  it  pretty  cool  the  year  round. 
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*^  Fort  Laramie,  for  an  ontpoet,  is  a  pretty  place.  It  is  sitnated  in  a  large  basn 
through  which  a  clear  laige  stream,  called  Laramie  Foiks,  flows,  skirted  with  cot- 
ton-wood trees.  A  bridge  across  this  stream  ;  the  white  edifices  of  the  post ;  the 
nmnerous  men  and  animals  of  the  military  corps  now  assembled  here ;  the  bine 
peaks  of  mountains  seen  in  the  west — all  these  form  a  scene  which,  come  npon  in 
so  wild  and  desert  a  region,  looks  odd,  interesting,  and  beantifoL 

''The  westernmost  of  the  Kooky  Mountains,  *  Laramie  Peak,'  will  soon  he  pend- 
ing at  us  over  the  intervening  hills." 

[Camp  two  hundred  and  fifty  miles  west  of  Fort  Laramie.] 

**  At  length  we  hayo  loft  the  Flatte,  which  we  had  followed  so  long,  and  atmck 
across  to  one  of  its  tributaries,  which  we  are  still  on,  and  which  is  called  the  Sweet 
Water.  It  is  a  fine,  largo  mountain  brook,  clean,  sweet,  musical  in  its  bubble^  and 
stocked  with  fish  ;  but  not  a  tree  or  shrub  is  »een  along  its  course.  Its  coorae  is 
from  the  S. W.,  and  it  is  one  of  the  remotest  tributaries  of  the  ItCssissippL  We 
shall  still  follow  it  several  days  up  the  South  Pass,  where  its  head  source  is  not 
far  from  that  of  other  brooks  which  flow  westward  into  the  Padflc 

*^  A  few  hours  before  arriving  upon  the  banks  of  this  stream,  we  passed  tluangli 
a  region  where  potash  occurred  in  the  greatest  abundance.  There  were  sevenl 
ponds  lying  along  our  route  that  had  become  dried  up,  and  the  potash  that  was 
left  in  thorn  looked  like  that  which  is  seen  in  the  potash  kettle  after  the  lyv  has 
been  evaporated.  It  lay  in  large  clots,  so  that  hundreds  of  tons  might  have  been 
shoveled  up. 

^  We  are  at  length  among  the  Hocky  Mountains  indeed,  and  if  you  were  to  see 
them  you  would  admit  that  they  merited  their  name.  Such  nude»  bold  masses  of 
granite  I  have  never  before  seen.  They  rise  as  abruptly  from  the  sandy  soil  around 
them  as  if  from  the  waters  of  the  sea — no  debris  lie  scattered  down  their  sides, 
only  a  few  stunted  cedar  or  pine  dot  them  here  and  there,  and  small  patches  of 
gross  among  the  rifts  invito  the  mountain  sheep— all  else  is  cold,  bare,  massive 
granite.  But  what  is  remarkable,  such  only  is  the  case  with  these  monntahmy 
that  for  the  last  four  days  have  appeared  on  our  right — those  on  our  left  have 
been  covered  with  soil,  and  seemed  black  with  fir  forests  from  their  crests  half 
way  down  their  flanks — the  rest  of  their  height  being  brown  with  grass. 

^  To-day  we  have  been  In  sight,  almost  all  the  time,  of  Fremont's  Peak.  It  is 
a  range  of  mountains,  rather  than  a  peak,  and  is  covered  i\ith  snow ;  a  garland  of 
beautiful  cumulus  clouds  has  hung  round  its  brow  all  day.*' 

[Camp  at  ''Red  Buttes/'  about  fifty  miles  N.  W.  of  Lazamie 
Peak.] 

"The  Sweet-Water  is  rather  an  interesting  stream.  For  some  thirty  or  fort^ 
miles  of  its  course  it  runs  along  the  base  of  a  chain  of  granitic  hUls.  At  last  it 
runs  through  them  in  a  chasm  about  one  hundred  feet  wide  and  two  or  throe 
hundred  in  depth.  It  looks,  at  first  view,  as  if  that  gentle,  pellucid  stream  had 
worn  a  passage  through  the  hard  granite — that  after  dall^dng  along  their  base  for 
a  while,  as  might  a  young  girl  with  an  old  bald  pated  man,  it  finally  bolted  right 
through  them,  and  went  laughing  away  in  freedom  into  the  open  oountry  beyond} 
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tnt OD  a  dowr  exnmiDaCion  I  nw  ronfinncd  in  a  provions  opinian,  that  the  cbon- 
ntJs  of  riven  ate  formed /nr  them  oflener  thim  liiej  ore  bi/  tbcm.  Tbu  strange 
purage  tliroiigli  the  rock  is  calloil  '  The  Devil'i  Gate,' " 

[Summit  of  "South  Pasa,"  East  aJope.] 

"  I  writ*  jon  froni  (he  lonks  of  a  hjuliiie  Etream  eldrCed  with  golden  irilloivs. 
Tbo  pore  crjrtalline  Swcct-Water  rnna  away  in  romping  glee  towards  the  distant 
Onlf  of  Mexico.        ■  .  •  *  ■  The  Wind 

Birer  Mnaslain!,  finin  whose  fliuiKs  it  poors,  am  looking  down  apoa  an  aerioaslj- 
front  llie  narthwesL  There  ia  something  aalilime  in  being  at  a  point  tauing 
looiiiibiina,  so  for  inland,  from  near  which  ^  forth  to  sncb  widely  distant  moutlis, 
three  dDch  large  rivers  as  the  ColnmlHn,  tLo  Hisaissippi,  and  Ibe  Colorado.  It  is 
like  bring  in  the  immediate  scena  where  Sataro  is  currying  on  one  of  her  gnud- 


"  We  left  the  Pacific  Springs  at  aanrise  this  morcing,  and  by  t«Q  o'clock  we 
wsre  ilrialiing  yonr  health  in  a  cup  of  water  from  thifl  lino  stream.  From  Green 
fiiior  to  this  point  the  coontij  seems  tike  one  huge  swell,  as  of  the  sea,  the  aa- 
ecnt  and  descent  being  very  gradual  and  forming  an  easy  roadway.  The  road  for 
■  part  of  the  distance  to-dny  wfts  strewn  with  comeliana  i  bat  tbo  coantr?  is  the 
•Hoe  droai?  d«(>rt  as  ever.  Does  it  not  seem  strange  that  snch  large  rivers  shonld 
faoad  OB  •  region  so  dry  and  barren. 

"Ths  coantry,  otherwise,  is  uniDlereating  i  it  ia  a  lifeless  waalo,  glaring  In  bar- 
noUM  sod  aridity  to  an  nnpitying  sky.  The  stnnt<>d  sage  boahea  look  like  the 
wlit^  puis  ul  beard  on  a  witi^h's  cbin,  mulling  the  barrenness  look  doubly  barren." 

[_Ford  on  Green  River,  110,  West  Longitude,] 

"  We  encamped  for  two  nighta  npon  th«  Sweet  Water,  finding  considerabla 
gnnag  for  our  lean  and  hungry  oninuUs ;  but  Hnally,  at  about  ton  o'clock  A.  v., 
on  the  SSlh,  we  crossed  the  dividing  lino  to  the  Pacilic  Spring,  wMrh  flows  nwny 
In  •  •mall,  clear  thread  of  water  to  iind  ita  way  at  last  into  the  distant  Gnlf  of 
CkHfomia.  As  we  looked  bock  there  was  a  ridge  of  high  land  which  separatiid  ns 
from  OUT  eastern  homes." 

•"  The  height  nhove  llio  sea  at  that  point  of  the  ridge  over  which  the  road  leads  is 
■hout  7,500  feet,  considuTalily  orer  a  mile,  and  yet  so  gnulnaily  hod  wo  attained 
tiiU  fllevstjon  that  we  never  should  have  easpccted ;  and,  indeed,  we  sbonld  never 
hare  known  that  we  were  omoog  monataina  at  all,  were  it  not  for  the  snowy  aimi- 
mils  of  the  Wind  Siver  Ilnnge,  which  rose  immcdial«ty  on  our  right;  for  the 
abrupt  rocky  bcighti,  which  I  mcntionod  to  you  in  my  last,  we  bad  loft  bohiod  and 
ODi  of  ughL 

■■Anil  thus  we  came  throngh  what  la  called  the  Sonth  Pass.  After  a  long, 
giailool  ascent,  wo  then  commenced  the  descent,  wliich  is  a  little  more  rapid  thsji 
the  accent,  Imt  atUI  pretty  grudnal.  And  our  road  boa  been  descending  most  of 
the  way  rinrc,  n  distance  of  some  sixty  (00)  miles,  but  through  anch  barrenness 
and  dosoiation  w  yon  could  hardly  conceive.  The  land  is  but  a  waste  of  sand,  sparsoly 
dottod  vritb  wild  sage  ond  grease  wood,  both  small  shmbs.  Hardly  a  tree  U  any. 
where  to  be  seen,  ondooly  once  in  a  mile  or  two  along  the  rood." 
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[Sommit  of  the  "South  Pass,"  West  Slope,  one  thousand  miles 
from  Fort  Leavenworth.] 

'*  We  are  on  a  deeply  furrowed  stream,  the  Big  Sandy,  which  winds  throogh, 
withoat  fertilizing,  the  soil.  The  rabbit,  the  sage  hen,  and  the  raven,  or  a  large 
species  of  crow,  are  all  the  animals  met  with.  Behind  ns  rose  the  Wind  River 
Mountains,  and  how  beantifnlljr  did  they  look  one  morning  when  the  son 
first  shone  upon  them  I  Tlieir  lofty  sammits,  shroaded  with  clonds  and  snow, 
and  3ret  lit  up  by  the  snn,  gave  forth  a  warm  bat  benevolent  smile,  well  befit- 
ting such  a  benefactor  of  mankind  as  poured  from  its  flank :  the  three  great 
streams,  the  Oregon,  the  Colorado,  and  the  Missouri.  Before  us,  as  we  advanced 
towards  the  north,  arose  the  chain  called  the  Uintah  Mountains.  Running  east 
and  west,  they  presented  their  northern  slopes  to  us,  and  they  were  covered  with 
far  more  snow  than  are  the  southern  slopes  of  the  Wind  River  Range,  though  the 
former  are  more  than  one  hundred  miles  to  the  southward  of  the  latter — ^the  diC 
ference  arising  from  a  difference  in  exposure — the  one  being  to  the  nordi  and 
the  other  to  the  south. 

**  The  solemn,  serious  beauty  of  the  Uintah  mountains,  thour  summits  covered 
with  snow,  standing  like  a  vast  hydrant  pouring  forth  rivers  of  water»  again 
arrest  my  gaze. 

"  At  length,  at  about  11  o'clock,  A.  M.,  to-day,  we  reached  the  verge  of  the  li^^ 
bank  of  Gfeen  River.  The  valley  through  which  it  runs  is  pretty  wide,  and  the 
enclosing  banks  are  steep  and  precipitous.  The  view  below  burst  upon  ns  all  at 
once ;  and  after  such  barrenness,  how  beautiful  it  appeared  I 

**  There  is  a  solemn  joy  in  these  mountains  that  lifts  up  the  heart  as  in  a  temple 
of  worship,  where  the  winds  and  the  streams  are  the  music  of  the  choir,  and  the 
hoar  peak  seems  preaching  holy  Sabbath  to  the  land." 


_, !  Umo,  when  jDur- Western  Wrri  tori  as  trepertectlj  sBtUfld  from  the  Ohio 

loitglUnlulppI,  wblch  la  time  uodoI  fail  to  bo  pcifocted;  aod  whea  your  Weitem 
*<><1  'Sostkem  FoloDie*  become  la  popnlatlnn  u  namRtDas  a>  the  sands  at  the  ui — 
'^  vlQ  Iba  rlcbca  oC  PotoiL  attract  tbo  attention  of  the  Anmrlcani  to  tbo  iM>uqu«t 
tf  Ki!xlr«  nnd  Pern.  Tbla  la  an  object  whlcli.  from  the  nusnltudo  of  Ita  wealth,  It 
Attala  In  Ume  to  tike  place ;  but  u  [but  uiDaot  bappea  for  nt  least  lUtf  or  an  bnn- 
*•■'  5**t>.  I  thint  gentleinen,  we  ahonld  not  pottpono  (siting  a  t"^  "'  ""  weiilth 
"f  tint  ceQDtry  Inunedlatelf ;  therefore  1  freelj  offer  ni7  aorvicea  to  the  Congresv  on 
■Uli  in  tipedltloD ;  and  on  my  honor,  I  will  lerva  ihem  u  Ciithfullf  aa  1  bivo  m; 
^  anil  eonntrr.  "  tor  t  im  •  aoldlnr  of  fortune."  So.  taking  the  Iwtlla.  I  tilled  > 
(••H  •Kt  diaok  to  10  eipoditlon  oflilnBt  the  Ooldtn  Sponford.  Mj  tout  wea  pro. 
sBtln  of  much  langbter.  mirth,  and  good  hnmar.  toother  with  many  obHrviUona 
■«  the  iliaitieDind  wealth  of  the  Spinleh  colDOloa  ao  cantlj^oDB  to  thcin;  audi  un 
^Md  to  believe,  that  at  that  tliae  eren  the  company  did  net  think  that  the  poueailan 
™lfceive^t1iof  HcxJcowaaiinlteBodieicalt,  or  required  so  many  joire' application  uid 
^r.  M  lo  arrive  at  the  knowledaeof  the  Pblloaopher'B  Blone."—"  Li/e,  ^avtnlunt. 
^  ^Pltiau"  of  and  bg  Coioaei  amoBOt  Hutoia.    LonOoa,  1^01. 

^"•^trrssANT  Philip  Keaesy  was  too  luitcli  of  a  real  soldier  to  bo 
^  aft«r  having  tasted  the  excitement  of  actual  service,  to  sabmit 
"**  constraints,  the  indolence,  and  monotony  of  garrison  life. 
y^^  hia  return  from  Algiers  he  chafed  under  the  restraints  of  in- 
^'ty  for  nearly  five  years,  hoping  all  the  time  for  something  to 

^^^  '^vhich  would  give  him  new  opportunities  for  diatioction  in 

*^^e  Service. 
■'Ot\^thgtandingwar  seemed  imminent  with  the  Meiican  Confed- 

n*'^;**',  in   1845,  it  was  scarcely  conceivable  that  a  power  like 
*^*Nj,  which  had  been  utterly  foiled  in  ita  invasion  of  Texas,  in 


'835-,- 


'6,  which  had  suffered  a  miniature  Waterloo  at  San  Jacinto, 


"^  April,  IS36,  at  the  hands  of  a  thousand  undisciplined  frontiers- 
^  *•«  *-on]d  dare  to  rush  into  a  war  with  Ruch  a  gigantic  power  as 


"*  United  States,  upon  a  mere  question  of  national  honor — for  the 
"'^eseion  of  Texas  had  become  a  mere  question  of  honor. 


'Aether  from  tlie  some  reasons  which  actuated  Woicrir,  or  be- 
^^W  Ills  promotion  had  not  cMirreaponded  with  hiB  hopes  or  merit, 
^  &om  the  persno^on  that  his  services  were  nndervalned,  Keabhi 
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on  the  2d  April,  1846,  tendered  hU  resignation,  which  was  accepted 
as  of  the  6th  of  that  month,  Had  he  dreamed  that  a  war  was  upon 
UB,  he  would  never  have  done  ao. 

No  sooner,  however,  had  the  clash  of  arms  resounded  Irom  the 
Rio  Grande,  and  the  national  banner  been  unliirled  amidst  the 
blaze  of  battle,  than  Keaknt,  IJlte  Woetm,  sought  to  recall  Us. 
resignation,  and  applied  to  the  government  to  be  restored  to  his 
former  rank  and  position. 

On  the  recommendation  of  Major-General  Scott,  Commander-Jn- 
Chief,  and  Brevet  Brigadier- General  Roger  Joses,  Adjwtant^Gcne- 
ral  U.  S.  Army,  ho  was  reinstated  in  the  army  on  the  15th  April, 
1846.  It  was  not  until  tlie  9th  July,  that  he  was  enabled  to  join 
hia  re^ment,  having  been  employed  in  the  meantime  in  recruiting 
his  company  up  t«  the  war-footing.  He  was  determined  that  it 
should  be  a  model  troop  in  every  respect,  not  only  iu  men,  but  in 
horses,  and  he  repaireil  to  the  West,  where  he  knew  he  could  find 
sucb  material  as  he  wanted — material  which  he  had  seen  put  to  the 
test  of  a  march  qf  two  thousand  three  hundred  miles,  and  come  out 
of  the  trial  first  proo£  With  a  liberality  which  distdnguished 
every  prominent  action  of  liia  life,  he  determined  to  augment  the 
government  bounty  out  of  his  own  private  purse,  in  order  to  obtain 
not  only  first-class  men,  but  first-lass  animals.  His  principal  r^ 
cniiting  ground  was  lUinois,  and  at  the  State  Capital,  Springfield, 
he  fell  in  by  accident  with  a  resident  lawyer,  who  was  looked  npoo 
as  a  rather  eccentric,  but  earnestly  patriotic  man,  by  name  Abrahax 
Lincoln,  who  was  touched  by  the  enthusiasm  of  the  young  dragoon 
officer,  and  zealously  assisted  him  in  carrying  out  his  plans.  Tliia 
eccentric  man,  as  ho  was  styled,  was  afterwards,  "  IIosest  Abe," 
Pcesident  of  the  United  States,  and  the  Lieutenant  Keabmt,  wbom 
he  assisted  in  raising  that  model  company  of  dragoons,  vob  tus 
appointment  aa  a  Brigadier-Gleneral,  one  whom  he  always  vtylcd 
"ms  GENEnAL;"  oue  whom  be  destined  for  the  highest  commaDd, 
when  an  untimely  shot  put  an  end  to  the  life  of  the  man  of  his 
choice,  as  unexpectedly  as  the  shot  of  the  assassin,  Booth,  put  an 
end  to  hia  own,  so  precious  to  hia  country. 

When  Keahst  reached  New  Orleans,  on  his  way  to  ]\Iexico,  the 
appearance  of  his  command  attracted  the  attention  of  the  whole  city, 
who  were  in  a  condition  to  judge  of  the  relative  value  of  troops, 
since  the  majority  of  those  destined  to  earn  such  disttnotion  ia 
Mexico,  passed  through  the  streets  of  the  "Crescent  City." 
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The  Now  Orleans  Tropic  devoted  quite  a  space  in  its  columns 
to  Eeakkt  nud  Ikie  drngoone,  from  which  the  following  ia  an  exti-act. 
Xlic  rest  of  the  article  is  even  more  complimentary,  but  needs  no 
quotation  here,  as  it  is  altogether  personal  and  refers  to  events  in 
the  life  of  Keaksy,  with  which  the  reader  is  already  acquainted. 

"  Lii-nten.iat  Philip  Kearky,  nephew  of  General  Stei-uen  Watts 
Eeaesy,  arrived  here  day  before  yesterday  with  sis  line  a  company  of 
caviilrj-  as  was  ever  seen  in  New  Orleans  ;  the  horses,  ninety  in 
nniabcr,  arc  all  greys,  and  beautiful  in  the  extreme.  The  men  are 
picked  and  nobledooking  fellows.  The  trappings  of  the  liorses  and 
the  tecontrements  of  the  riders  are  all  that  the  most  fastidious  com- 
Buoder  could  wish." 

Keaiext  was  not  despatched  int«  Mexican  territory  until  October, 
1846,  when  the  fighting  for  the  year  was  over. 

His  first  service  was  along  the  Kio  Grande,  where  he  did  not  come 
in  eonliu-'i  with  the  enemy.  What  struck  him  most,  while  in  the 
rKitglihi>rliood  of  Camargo — and  he  often  referred  to  it  as  some- 
thing marvelous — was  the  vast  ejctent  of  the  bmial-grounds  devoted 
to  the  interment  of  the  American  soldiers.  His  investigations  led 
bim  to  believe  that  the  same  influence  which  jnojuced  such  fatal 
effects  in  the  French  army  in  Africa,  was  the  cause  of  the  mor- 
tality mnong  our  troops — that  ia,  nostal^a,  or  home-sickness,  wbiob 
was  alttibutablc,  however,  to  a  different  origin.  French  soldiers,  as 
a  general  thing,  have  few  ties  wliich  hind  them  to  their  homos,  and 
it  is  rather  the  deprivation  of  those  gay  distractions  and  litmUJar 
scenes  lh:it  lirings  on.  in  Africa,  whore  there  is  scarcely  any  allevia- 
iSon  of  their  labors  and  safferinga,  that  awfiil  depression  of  spirits 
which  proves  so  fatal  to  life.  In  the  case  of  our  Western  volunteers, 
who  were  mostly  men  of  family,  and  accustomed  to  comfoits  of  which 
tax  European  soldier  would  never  dream,  it  was  actualy  home-siok- 
nuwi.  This  moral  miasma  took  a  strong  hold  upon  our  Western 
volunlfei's,  and  populated  vast  cities  of  the  dead,  similar  to  those 
around  Medeah  and  MUianah,  which  have  attracted  the  attention  of 
otlicra  besides  Kearst,  who  liave  campaigned  in  the  Atlas.  This 
noctiil^a  seemed  to  exercise  comparatively  no  elTect  upon  the 
nignlars. 

IvEAiiKr,  with  his  company,  did  not  join  Tatlor  until  after  the 
capture  of  Monterey,  and  the  advance  of  the  army  of  occupation  to 
SaltUlo. 

Mujor-Seneral  Scott  having  completed  his  plan  of  operadons. 
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based  iipou  the  capture  of  Vera  Cruz,  and  the  advanoe  from  that 
port  directly  upon  the  Mexican  capital,  a  large  portion  of  the  troops 
under  General  Taylor  were  withdrawn  from  the  line  of  the  Rio 
Grande  and  marched  to  the  coast,  to  be  embarked  for  the  new  point 
of  concentration. 

The  general  public,  who  have  not  participated  in  military  opera- 
tions, suppose  that  it  is  a  light  task  to  follow  and  relate  the  every 
day  action  of  an  officer  and  make  it  interesting.  To  furnish  a  mere 
diary  would  be  easy,  but  such  a  narrative  would  be  almost  devoid 
of  interest  The  soldier  and  line-officer  are  almost  indistinguisha- 
ble parts  of  a  grand  machine,  from  which  the  killed  and  wounded 
fall  off  like  chips  or  filings,  unnoticed,  except  by  those  who  are 
immediately  interested  in  each  individual.  An  able  General  com- 
pared thos^  who  fell  to  the  parings  of  a  man's  nails,  so  little  were 
they  missed,  and  of  so  little  account  were  they  among  the  casualties 
of  a  great  army  and  a  protracted  corapaign.  It  is  only  when  fortune 
accords  to  a  man  the  oppoi-tunity  to  achieve  a  deed  of  high  emprise 
that  the  historian  can  linger  upon  the  picture,  and  make  him  a 
prominent  object  in  the  vast  and  crowded  panorama  of  a  war.  We 
shall  see  KEAu^yr  enjoying  one  of  the  fortunate  occasions,  and  pro- 
fiting by  the  opportunity  to  its  utmost  extent.  Meanwhile,  it  is  all 
sufficient  to  say  that  in  the  ordinary  routine  of  duty,  he  did  his 
share  of  it  thoroughly,  and  in  every  position  and  on  every  occasion 
won  the  approbation,  as  he  had  always  enjoyed  the  respect,  of  his 
superiors,  as  well  as  of  his  comrades. 

On  Taylor's  line  of  operations  Kearny  had  no  chance  to  shine, 
but  he  was  neither  unnoticed  nor  forgotten.  In  the  latter  part  of 
November,  when  Scott  determined  to  withdraw  about  five  thous- 
and  troops  from  Tayix^r,  his  first  selection  was  couched  in  the  fol- 
lowing words: 

"  You  will  *  *  put  in  movement  for  the  mouth  of  the 
Rio  Grande  the  following  troops : 

About  five  hundred  regular  cavalry  of  the  First  and  Second  Regi- 
ments of  Dragoons,  including  Lieutenant  Kearny's  troop." 

These  four  words  from  such  a  man  as  Scott  were  in  themselves 
no  small  meed  of  praise.  The  very  fact  that  Scott  thus  designated 
him  by  name  was  a  high  encomium.  Such  a  man  and  such  a  troop 
he  wanted  for  himself  Kearny  had  previously  served  under  his 
immediate  eye.     He  knew  the  young  soldier  thorough^ ;    knew 
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that  in  kiin  he  had  a  weapon  of  approved  temper,  appropriate  for  a 
ctIbU,  and  in  hiet  troop  a  select  body  of  soldiers,  for,  disciplined  by 
Keabnt  aiid  inspired  by  bia  example,  they  could  not  be  otherwise 
than  goofJ  soldieies. 

"  Including  Lieutenant  Keajinv's  troop  ;"  four  words,  but  signi- 
ficant a«  an  oratioo.  We  sha]l  see  tliat  whenever  Scott  did  let  them 
loose  they  did  their  duty  better  than  well — thut  when  Kearst  was 
left  to  himself,  the  young  Captfiin  wreathed  his  brow  with  laurels 
as  unmortal  as  those  duo  to  the  conquest  of  a  country  by  ten  thoua- 
aod  nieo,  wluch  has  elevated  Scorr  to  the  Bret  rank  as  a  General — 
a  oonqu^t  which  will  he  remembered  in  the  military  history  of  our 
counUy  as  one  of  its  marvels,  when  snbsequcnt  battles,  attended 
by  aslaaghter  of  asmanymenaaconstitnted  the  whole  force  under 
\VlS»iEU>  Scott's  command,  are  unnoticed  or  forgotten.  Reaulta 
dignify  actions,  In  EOTope,  Scorr  would  have  been  overwhelmed 
with  dignities  and  rewarda,  whereas  he  was  repaid  for  an  achiere- 
nffat,  which  added  new  lustre  to  our  national  escutcheon,  witJi  an 
ingratilnde  which  disgraced  a  Democi'alic  adminisfration  in  the 
eyes  of  the  whole  world. 

Before  his  connection  was  severed  with  the  "army  of  occupation," 
Kearxt  was  entrusted  with  a  duty  which  very  nearly  cut  short 
hia  career  and  nearly  added  hia  name  to  the  list  of  vicUms  of  the 
auassiu  tactics  of  the  Mexicans. 

About  the  llth  January,  1847,  Lieutenant  Joon  A.  Ricqet, 
Fifth  United  Stitcs  Infantry,  bearer  of  despatches  for  General 
Tatlor,  started  from  SalttJlo  towards  Victoria.  Having  passed 
Utrough  Monterey,  ho  arrived,  the  13th  January,  at  the  small  town 
of  ViUa  Gran-  Here  he  aejjarated  himself  from  hia  escort — con- 
sisting often  Dn^oons — and  entered  the  totvn  for  the  purpose  of 
|mrclia.ting  provisions.  Alone  and  unauspicious  of  danger,  he  was 
IbssmhI  and  murdered  under  the  most  atrocious  and  cowardly  cir- 
cniustancea.  The  ileapatches  which  he  bore  wei-e  taken  fi'om  bia 
person  and  at  once  transmitted  to  Santa  Anna.  From  the  infoi^ 
tnation  dcrivod  from  these,  the  Mexican  commander-ui-chief  became 
possesaed  of  Scott's  plans,  and  learned  to  what  an  extent  Tait-ok's 
army  had  been  depleted  to  complete  that  collecting  on  a  new  line 
andvr  General  Scott.  The  result  was,  he  struck  at  Taylor. 
Tlioe,  Iiad  it  not  been  for  the  murder  of  RicnEr.  the  battle  of  Buena 
Vista — on  which  it  might  be  sdd  the  subsequent  operations  of  the 
whole  Mexican  war  pivoted  or  depended — would  never  have  been 
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fought  Buena  Yista  was  one  of  the  deciflive  battles  of  the  world, 
as  events  turned  out,  for  in  many  respects  it  was  the  battle  of  the 
Mexican  war  which  gave  us  auriferous  California,  and  determine 
the  whole  future  of  this  continent. 

The  reader  may  ask  what  has  this  to  do  with  Keajint  ?  Thia 
much :  he  narrowly  escaped  at  this  time  the  fate  which  befell  the 
unfortunate  Richey  ;  and  had  a  similar  and  impending  cast  of  the 
lasso  encircled  his  throat  with  the  same  successful  aim,  there  would 
have  been  an  end  of  this  biography  and  of  one  destined  to  fill  a 
prominent  place  in  the  gallery  of  American  Generals,  Patriots,  and 
Heroes. 

On  his  arrival  at  Vera  Cruz,  the  splendid  condition  of  Keabnt's 
company — he  was  promoted  to  a  Captaincy  in  December,  1846-^ 
coupled  with  the  fact  that  its  commander  had  formerly  been  his 
aid-de-camp,  induced  the  general-in-chief  to  constitute  it  his 
body-guard.  This  connection  with  headquarters  prevented  Keaknt 
from  participating  in  any  of  the  cavalry  engagements  which  occur- 
red between  our  Dragoons  and  the  Mexican  horse,  which  attempted 
to  harass  our  army  and  hinder  the  progress  of  the  siege. 

When  the  city  surrendered,  Keakny  escoi-ted  his  victorious  chief 
on  his  triumphal  entry,  and  he  used  to  dwell  with  exultation  on  the 
superb  appearance  of  bis  men  and  horses  in  that  ovation, 
due  to  the  scientific  generalship  of  Scott.  lie  said  that  his  men 
felt  as  much  j)ride  in  the  matter  as  himself,  and  were  up  the  greater 
part  of  the  previous  night  furbishing  their  arms  and  accoutrements 
and  cleaning  their  horses,  so  that  the  latter  "  shone  like  glass  bot- 
tles "  when  paraded  the  next  morning.  Kearny  was  always 
exci^edingly  partial  to  iron  gi'cys,  and  no  horses  in  the  world  look 
better  than  those  of  this  color  when  in  high  condition  and  properly 
gi'ooraed. 

On  the  advance  fi-om  Vera  Ciiiz,  Ke.ajiny  was  always  with  Gen- 
eral Scott,  and  saw  little  or  no  fighting.  That  he  profited  by  the 
lessons  in  strategy  tauglit  by  that  superlative  commander,  at  the 
expense  of  the  enemy,  the  future  proved.  Napoleon  held  Turenne 
in  the  highest  esteem  as  a  finished  general,  and  this  campaign  was 
caiTied  on  in  the  highest  style  of  Tukenne.  After  the  battle  of 
Cerro  Gordo  he  was  detached  in  pursuit,  and  it  was  reported  at 
the  time  that  he  came  near  capturing  Santa  Anna. 

The  writer  recollects  perfectly  Kearny's  account  of  one  chase 
and  its  incidents ;  but  it  may  have  occurred  on  one  or  another 
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occasion  (at  Tepeahuaico!  or  afler  Puebla),  when  Keabnt  was 
6«nt  oat  with  a  flag  of  trade  in  order  to  try  and  open  communica- 
iions  with  the  defeated  army. 

The  following  letter  from  an  officer,  an  eye-witneaa  of  the  inci- 
doQt,  a  friend  of  Kearny,  refers  to  the  purBuit  after  Cerro  Gordo, 
which  occurred  about  this  time.  It  nlgo  alludee  to  an  intereBting 
fact,  which  has  been  related,  to  show  that  Iveahnt,  like  a  great 
many  other  soldiers  of  his  Btamp,  was,  to  a  certjiio  extent,  a  fatalist, 
an<l  put  implidt  faith  in  his  star ; 

"In  Mesicohe  (Keahnt)  commanded  a  company  of  horse  of  the 
First  DragoonB,  which  accompanied  General  Scott's  movemetita  in 
his  march  from  Vera  Cruz  to  the  Capital.  At  the  battle  of  CeiTO 
Gordo  he  followed  up  in  advance  the  pursuit  of  the  retreating 
enemy.  I  remember  seeing  him  in  fiill  career  after  them.  His 
horsca  were  ail  white  (grey),  and  showed  that  they  had  received 
the  care  and  attention  for  which  the  First  Dragoons,  his  uncle's 
regiment,  were  honorably  distiogolehed;  but  for  the  want  of  proper 
fomge  in  the  barren  strip  of  tterra  caliente  through  which  the 
army  had  bean  marching  and  operating  for  several  days,  they  had 
become  very  much  reduced  in  condition;  and  consequently,  in  the 
rapidity  of  the  pursuit,  not  a  few  of  them  tumbled  down  headlong 
iqion  the  road,  never  to  rise  again.  It  was  a  sad  sight  to  see  ani- 
mals dying  in  that  way  in  those  days,  but  the  service  during  the 
tatu  WW  got  quite  beyond  tliese  acniptes,  whole  squadrons  of  horse 
being  waet^d  with  as  much  ilash  and  recklessness  as  though  the  de^ 
Struction  of  property  were  a  great  merit, 

"Tbe  nest  incident  that  I  remember  in  the  career  of  General, 
Uien  Captain  Kkakst,  occurred  among  a  party  oi'ofBcers  at  a  hotel 
in  Puebia,  These  officers  were  dining  together  a  short  time  pro- 
viuus  Ii>  the  continnance  of  the  march  of  the  American  army  upon 
the  city  of  Mexico ;  and  tbe  conversation  turned  upon  the  approach- 
ing conflict.  Captain  Eeabxi  spoke  with  a  great  deal  of  feeling, 
with  an  eomcat  unaffected  thirst  for  glory,  and  said  he  would  g^ve* 
his  left  arm  for  a  brevet.  The  army  moved  not  long  afterwards, 
aud  in  the  very  first  day's  battles  in  the  vullej-  of  Mexico,  Captain 
KKAtt!!V  pursued  the  routed  enemy  again,  u]»  to  the  veiy  gates  of 
tlu!  city,  and  there  lost  his  left  arm,  by  a  shot  from  the  enemy 
wiUdii  the  walls.    It  is  needless  to  sidd,  that  he  received  a  brevet. 

"  ily  jwu  has  dwelt  llnis  long  upon  the  tlieme,  because  of  the 
particular  pleasure  which  1  have  derived  ftom  the  iutercoiuse  which 
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I  have  happened  to  have  with  him.  Take  him  altogether,  I  have 
seldom  met  with  a  more  agreeable  gentleman,  or  a  more  chivaliio 
soldier." 

It  is  said  that  Kearny  remarked,  before  he  went  to  Mexico,  that  he 
felt  sure  that  he  would  not  lose  his  life,  that  he  would  return  alive, 
but  that  he  felt  equally  assured  that  he  would  lose  his  left  arm. 
Napoleon  had  implicit  faith  in  his  star,  and  actually  pointed  out,  on 
more  than  one  occasion,  the  very  star  which,  according  to  his 
belief,  presided  over  his  destiny.  Presentiments  are  very  common 
among  military  men,  and  a  great  many  instances  are  related  in 
which  they  are  known  to  have  come  true,  without  affecting  their 
conduct,  however.  Desaix  is  a  curious  instance  of  this.  When 
he  joined  the  army  of  Italy,  in  1800,  on  his  retm^n  from  Egypt,  ho 
remarked  that  he  was  afraid  the  bullets  in  Europe  would  not  know 
him  again,  and  he  fell  at  Marengo,  a  few  days  subsequently,  the 
very  first  battle  in  which  he  was  engaged  and  almost  immediately 
after  he  came  under  fire. 

In  the  advance  from  Jalapa,  Kearny  had  few  opportunities  of 
displaying  his  superior  soldiership,  but  it  was  only  from  lack  of 
opportunity.  As  a  common  friend  recently  remarked  of  him : — 
"High  soldiership,  as  in  his  case,  exhibited  itself  often,  in  attention 
to  a  multitude  of  minute  details,  which  inspire  confidence  and  tell 
in  the  hour  of  -action.  This  enabled  him  with  his  troops  to  pene- 
trate to  the  veiy  gates  of  the  city  of  Mexico,  where  he  lost  his  arm. 
Wliile  the  army  lay  in  Puebla  he  performed  several  daiing  recon- 
noissarices,  by  which  he  procured  much  valuable  information ;  but^ 
as  the  enemy  avoided  combats,  there  was  no  special  opportunity  to 
add  to  his  laurels." 

Shortly  after  the  dinner  alluded  to,  at  which  Kearny  expressed 
his  willingness  to  purchase  a  brevet  at  the  price  of  the  very  arm  he 
actually  expended  in  obtaining  one,  he  was  entrusted  with  a  mis- 
sion of  some  danger  and  importance,  over  whose  remembrance  he 
was  accustomed  to  laugh  heartily  when  he  recalled  the  details  of 
the  "  Run." 

While  our  army  was  at  Puebla  drilling  and  organizing  into  that 
irresistible  machine  which,  like  the  beast  "  with  great  iron  teeth'' 
in  the  vision  of  Daniei^  "brake  in  pieces,"  and  trampled  in  the 
bloody  mire  every  antagonistic  armament,  Scott,  on  the  1 1th  July, 
1847,  resolved  to  take  some  action  in  behalf  of  the  American  pris- 
oners held  by  the  Mexican  authorities.    These  were  Majors  Gaixes 
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and  BoRi-AKD,  Captain  CAssira  M.  Ciat,  and  their  asaociatea,  cap- 
tured at  Inoamacion,  near  Buena  Vista,  in  the  precediog  Jannary, 
liken-ise  passed  midBhipmaa  Rogers,  taken  in  December,  184G, 
near  Vcni  Cmz,  nud  since  then  imprisoned  aa  a  spy. 

To  Captain  Phii.tp  Kearnt  was  entrusted  tlie  proposals  for  an 
exchange,  and  he  was  sent  fonrard  with  two  companies  of  dragoons, 
onder  a  flag  of  trace,  to  endeavor  to  communicate  with  the  Mexican 
military  authorities. 

At  seven  a.  w.,  I2th  July,  Keabsy  started  out,  accompanied  by 
the  Sexkes  who  afterwards  became  a  traitor  to  hia  flag,  and  made 
his  name  notorioos  ns  a  burner  of  merchantmen,  until  bis  career  in 
th«  Alabama  was  closed  by  the  destruction  of  that  Coraidr  by  the 
Kearsagv,  commanded  hy  the  glorioiis  Winslow. 

Kkabnt  expected  at  this  time  to  be  able  to  continue  on,  and  enter 
tlw  dty  of  Mexico,  and  trotted  on  rapidly,  filled  with  the  glad  hopes 
of  carrying  good  news  to  his  imprisoned  countrymen,  while  enjoy- 
ing the  glorions  scenery,  for  which  the  journey  to  the  Aztec  Capi- 
tfll  is  almost  without  a  rival.  As  be  proceeded,  to  his  right  soared 
tbe  Ualinche,  "  the  storm-gatherer  of  Puebla,"  whose  ragged  peak 
Bdrved  aa  u  barometer  to  the  inhabitants  of  that  city,  and,  beneath 
it,  stretched  away  the  plains  of  Tlaseala,  wliilc  to  hia  left  the  pictnr- 
esqtie  pyramid  of  Cbohdu  stood  out  ag-Wist  the  clear  blue  sky ; 
while  owr  all  towered  the  eternal  snow-crowns  of  Popocatapetl 
and  IzlJuniliuatl,  which  look  down,  at  the  same  tune,  into  both  tho 
Tallfrys  of  Pnelila  and  Mexico. 

What  thoughts  must  have  passed  thi'ougb  tllc  "  Knightly"  mind 
of  Kkakst,  thus  pressing  onward  ia  tbe  track  of  CoaxEa. 

Ten  mileafi'om  Puebla,  the  Black  River  (Jllo  Prieto)  was  crossed, 
mi)  aa  much  farther  on  agjtin  the  dragoons  dashed  into  the  village 
Of  twH'ti  of  Sau  Martin.  As  they  approached  this  small  but  popu- 
lom  plaoe^  there  was  an  awful  stir,  and  forth  liuttered  a  body  of 
Utxiuaii  Lancers  about  equal  in  number  to  tlie  American  detachment, 
who  "  vamosed  the  ranch  "  in  such  a  hurry  as  to  leave  behind  their 
baggagr,  and  even  some  of  thcu*  paily,  who  broke  off  and  took  to 
the  bnshea.  Among  these  were  Canalizo's  son,  a  Lioutenaut- 
Coloncl  of  cavalry,  and  two  or  three  of  bis  men.  The  youth  was 
eveulnally  looked  up  by  two  of  hia  papa's  aids,  subsequent  to  tlie 
tfmiinalion  of  the  chase,  a^d  conducted  back  in  safety  to  the  ]<a- 
rvnlal  wing.  These  aids,  with  half  a  dozen  blanketed  lanceros, 
retomcd,  imder  escoi-t  of  Keahnv's  dragoons,  to  San  Martin,  to 
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■r  theii'  general's  baggage  and  to  Iinnt  around  for  tlie  niiBsmg 
youngster. 

Away  went  the  Mexicana,  consisting  of  about  Bi>venty  lancera, 
1?(]  by  Geni-ralB  Canauzo  (formerly  President  adinterim  of  Mexico) 
jnid  PoRTiLLO  (who  bad  disgraced  himself  by  his  prominent  action 
in  the  Fanning  massacre  (FANMNt)  in  Texas  in  March  1836.  The 
Mexicans  left  in  such  haste,  and  spurred  so  furtously,  that  Keaskt 
described  the  road  over  which  they  traveled  aa  resembling  ont-  un 
which  n  flurry  of  early  wet  snow  had  fallen,  so  whitened  was  it  with 
the  froth  flakes  which  fell  from  the  horses,  ui'ged  to  the  iitt«nnD8l 
by  the  merciless  Spanish  spur. 

As  Kearst  did  not  care  if  the  chase  lasted  to  the  gates  of  the 
capital,  aa  that  was  his  objective,  he  held  in  after  he  found  that  feat 
had  lent  wings  to  the  enenw,  and  contented  himself  with  keeping 
them  in  sight.  It  waa  Ainswortu's  Dick  Turtis'b  ride  to  York 
over  again  iii  the  plural.  Kearny  caught  a  glimpse  of  them  at  the 
Puente  (bridge)  de  Tezmohican,  eleven  miles  from  San  Martin ;  and 
at  Rio  Frio,  about  eleven  further  on — making  forty  miles  accom- 
plished since  mounting — came  in  full  sight  of  the  two  generals 
pursued,  then  winding  away  up  the  heights  beyond  the  Cold  River 
{Rio  Frio).  By  this  time  the  Mexicans  had  somewhat  reooi-ercJ 
their  senses,  or  felt  that  their  horses  had  the  heels  of  the  pursutTS 
for  they  halted,  aa  if  to  investigate  the  white  flag  conspicuously  (lie- 
played;  then,  seemingly,  not  liking  the  appearance  of  the  escort^ 
resumed  their  flight.  This  inspection,  through  glasses,  doubtless^ 
waa  repeated  several  times,  till  discretion  seemed  the  better  part  of 
valor,  and  away  they  went,  as  if  convinced  of  the  truth  of  the  old 
saying,  "the  devil  (Americart)  take  the  hindei-most"  if  he  raa 
catch  liim.  As  Keahny's  men  hod  been  in  the  saddle  for  ten  hours, 
and  all  chances  of  overhauling  the  red  pennons  had  passed  awny, 
the  Captain  halted  at  an  inn  at  the  bridge  across  the  Rio  Frio,  and 
sent  forward  a  Mexican  on  a  fresh  horse  to  catch  the  fugitives. 

In  an  hour  or  two  this  native  intermediary  returned,  accompanied 
by  an  aid  of  General  Poutillo,  who  protested  ngiunat  Keakst'b 
ftirtber  advance,  but  entered  Into  an  an-angement,  in  helialf  of  his 
superior,  for  a  meeting  on  the  following  morning,  when  Keakxt 
,  was  to  ride  forward,  accompanied  by  Semmes,  as  an  improvised  awl, 
and  five  dragoons.  So,  amid  good  cheer  and  much  merriment, 
evoked  by  the  rapid  "change  of  base"  effected  by  the  Aztec  chie&, 
the  night  passed  very  pleasantly,  clouded  by  only  one  drawback, 
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that  the  protest  of  the  Mexican  officer  precluded  a  glimpse  of  the 
Valley  of  Mexico,  whicli,  in  all  its  glorious  beauty,  waa  vieible  from 
a  range  not  luoi'o  tlian  ten  or  eleven  milefl  beyond  their  place  of 

'lie  next  morning,  13th  July,  Kearny,  witb  Semmes,  the  Istter's 
ncrvant,  and  one  dragoon  to  carry  the  white  flag,  i-ode  forward  to 
ueet  Guneral  Fobtillo,  who  was  encountered  just  beyond  the  Hill 
of  Skt'p,  {Cueela  del  iSueno)  with  five  lancers,  who,  with  his  two 
aids,  injule  his  party  eight,  when  aeven  waa  the  stipulated  number. 
VuBmAjo — like  Locis  XI.  of  France  at  his  interciew  with  Euwabd 
IV,  of  England,  on  the  Bri<]ge  of  Picquigny,  across  the  Somme, 
39tb  August,  1478 — had  no  idea  of  giving  hia  adversaries  a  chance 
of  "gobbling"  him,  if  a  little  addition  of  force  could  prevent  it, 
oven  though  contra  morea.  Portillo,  after  mutujJ  salutes  and 
e^Unations,  rpfii»ed  permission  for  Kearky  either  to  continne  on  to 
Mexico,  or  even  to  proceed  any  farther,  although  the  glorious  vision 
of  the  basin  of  the  capital  could  be  witnessed  from  a  crest  only  seven 
or  eight  miles  in  advance.  He  feelingly  reproved  Kearny  for  the 
"oncliivah-ic"  manner  in  which  the  tatter  had  hunted  him  out  of 
bia  comfortable  qnartere  in  San  Martin,  and  gently  protested  ^;aingt 
«ach  an  obliviousness  of  the  amenities  ol'^  war,  then  kindly  offered 
t»Lakc  charge  of  the  despatches  of  which  Kearny  was  the  bearer. 
As  there  was  nothing  else  to  be  done,  this  was  agreed  to,  and 
Kkuixi,  not  to  be  outdone  in  pohteness,  escorted  the  general  as 
fju- as  PujtnLLO  would  permit  liim:  half-way  back  to  his  detach- 
uiftut,  whom,  it  appeared,  had  been  originally  left  or  stationed  in 
Sail  Martin  as  a  picket  of  observation  to  watch  the  movements  of 
G«iun-.kl  SijOTT  and  hia  troops,  or  more  likely  to  collect  the  reports 
of  spies  in  Piiebia  and  forward  them  to  Santa  Anna. 

Kdit^iT  dt-scribed  Portillo  as  Semmes  does  in  his  "  Service 
AJkyii  and  As/iore,"  only  somewhat  more  mirthfully,  or  less  re- 
Kp<;ctfully.  Semhes  says,  "he  was  a  good-looking  man,  rather 
stout  (it  ia  to  be  feared  dashing  Phil  rendered  this  '  punchy'),  of 
about  fifty  years  of  age,  and  quite  dignified  and  gentlemanlike  in 
his  manners."  The  effect  of  the  lattei'  part  of  this  description  is 
□urred  by  the  additional  remarks  that  the  stout  and  genteel  general 
•'  not  Utiiig  well  dressed,"  "being  mounted  on  a  small  pony,"  hav- 
ing "  U  somewhat  villainous  expression  of  countenance," — which, 
•  adtU  Summits,  "  I  did  not  wonder  at  so  much  when  I  was  informed 
by  our  guide  that  he  bad  been  a  prominent  actor  in  the  massacre  of 
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Fannis") — disadvantages  which  must  have  reqnired  an  awfU 
amoimt  of  dignily  to  compuoKite  for  them,  and  Keajint's  reoollec- 
tioiis  of  PoKTiLLO,  if  memory  Bcrves,  were  very  mneh  akin  to  Mr. 
Pickwick's  idea  of  bulky  Mr.  Tupman's  putting  "himself  into  a 
green  velvet  jacket  with  a  two-Jnoh  tail "  to  attend  Mrs.  Leo  Hnn- 
tor'a  fancy  boll.  Indeed  the  meeting  of  Kearkt,  on  hia  sixteen 
hand  horse,  (lie  always  rode  a  very  large  horse,  and  Sesdies  w^ia 
mounted  on  an  clepliantine  animal,]  and  FoRnt,u>,  on  his  pony,  re- 
calls that  of  CnASLEs  the  Bold,  on  his  noble  charger,  with  Loris 
XI.,  on  his  little .  ambling  palfrey,  when  the  effect  was  almost 
grotesque.  The  reader  who  does  not  recognize  the  simile  caoDot 
have  read  "Qiienlin  Durward,"  by  Sih  Walter  Scott.  If  he  lus 
Dot,  he  will  thank  this  allusion  if  it  leads  to  a  perusal  of  that  ctiam- 
ing  novel. 

Thus  Kearny  jnst  came  short  of  being  the  fu^t  of  onr  gaOant 
"Boys  in  Blue,"  to  visit  pacifically,  but  "in  arms  and  under  banner," 
the  Mexican  Capital,  into  whose  gate  he  was  destined  to  cut  his  way 
only  four  weeks  later  (20th  August),  as  a  conqueror,  inside  of 
which  his  comrade.  Major  Mili^,  was  actually  killed. 

Ko  reader,  however  intelligeat,  can  comprehend  military  opera- 
tions without  ffood  maps.  Even  with  ffood  maps  it  is  diiiicalt  to 
comprehend  details  without  some  aoquMntance  witli  tactics  &Dd 
terras.  Consequently,  there  is  no  attempt  made  in  this  chapter  to 
follow  the  movements  of  the  army,  and  readers  are  referred  to 
Maksfiei-d's  generalized  and  Riflet's  detailed  but  partiaJ,  or  pre- 
judiced, "History  of  the  Mexican  War;"  likewise  Scioies  "Ser- 
vice Afloat  and  Ashore,"  very  interesting  and  instructive,  as  well 
Bfl  othei'  works,  not  so  accessible,  but  worthy  of  examination  as  tlie 
records  of  a  conquest  as  memorable  as  tliat  of  Cortez. 

When  Scott  had  abandoned  the  idea  of  making  a  direct  attack 
on  Mexico  from  the  east,  and  accomplished  his  remarkable  mor^ 
ment,  favored  by  Providence,  the  directiou  of  his  renewed  opera- 
■  tioDS  was  from  the  south.  Two  battles  were  fought  on  this  lias 
prior  to  the  Tacubuya  Armistice.  The  first  at  Contreras,  August 
19th  and  20th ;  the  second  at  Churubusco,  August  20th,  1847. 

Between  those  two  villages,  to  the  west  and  north,  about  nine 
nules  apart  by  the  road  and  the  tillages  of  Saa  Antonio  and  San 
Augustin  Ilapan — the  latter  about  six  miles  east  of  Contreras — ^lajr 
the  volcanio  region  called  the  "PedregaL" 

This  Pedregal  was  thrown  up  in  sharp  rocks  and  broken  pieces 
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in  each  a  m&DQer  ifaat  the  Mexican  officers  supposed  it  to  be  im- 
]ias5»ble. 

'•South  of  the  Capital  the  great  thoroughfare  is  the  Aoapnioo 
roiid,  which  enters  the  city  along  the  causeway  and  at  the  Garita  of 
the  San  Antouio.  A  line  of  entrenchments  had  been  commenced, 
conoecting  the  t'urtified  hacienda  of  San  Antonio,  sue  miles  south 
of  the  city,  with  the  position  of  the  Mexicjilcingo.  From  the  im- 
mediate vicinity  of  the  hacienda,  the  Pedregal  extended  west  to 
the  uonntaina.  The  Pedregal  was  an  obstacle  of  no  ordinary 
natore  to  military  operations.  A  vast  field  of  lava,  interspersed 
with  »  few  pa^^hc9  of  arable  land,  it  was  praeticable  for  the  passage 
of  any  troops  at  but  few  points,  and  entirely  impracticable  for  cav- 
alry or  artillery,  except  by  a  single  mule-path." 

This  lava  field  was  rent  by  chasms,  which  intersected  it  with 
tJieir  rifts  in  such  a  manner  that  to  worm  a  way  across  it,  even  in 
the  flay  time,  W3S  a  work  of  tiine,  difficulty,  and  peril ;  and  yet  it  was 
absolutely  necessary  to  reooanoitre  it,  as  it  lay  between  the  wings, 
or  grniid  dirisions,  of  the  army.  The  credit  of  this  difficult  opera- 
tion lias  always  been  gi^'en  to  the  arch-rebel  Lee,  when  an  officer  of 
thp  Vnitcd  States  Engin^rs,  and  he  is  said  to  have  been  the  only 
officer  who  made  his  way  across  the  Pedregal ;  but  the  writer  under- 
Btuod  at  the  time  that  Eeakny  was  the  one  who  first  traversed  thia 
extremely  difficult  and  perilous  track  on  horseback,  and  was  the 
first  thus  to  link  the  combinations  of  oiu'  separated  divisions 
through  the  information  which  he  carried  across.  Kearxv,  on  his 
return  from  Mexico,  dwelt  uiwn  this  eri)loit  as  one  of  the  most 
difficult  he  had  ever  achieved.  Keabkv,  if  not  the  first,  was  certMnly 
one  of  die  first  who  succeeded  in  doing  so.  It  waa  wonderfiil 
bow  bo  sacx!<)eded  in  acoompUsbiog  the  feat,  as  ho  made  liis  way 
orcT  at  night-— iinoonrtght,  however,  it  is  true — leaping  his  horse 
OTtir  the  clefts,  wbieh  nobody  but  a  fearless  rider  like  himself  would 
ever  have  dreamed  of  attempting. 


CHAPTER    XL 

THE     GARITA    SAN     ANTONia 


•THB  CHARaE  OP  THE  *ONE'  HUNDRED." 

**  Half  a  league,  half  a  league, 

Half  a  league  onward. 
All  in  the  Valley  of  Death 

Rode  the  *  one '  hundred. 
'Charge/  was  the  captain's  cry; 

Theirs  not  to  reason  why, 
Theirs  not  to  make  reply. 

Theirs  bat  to  do  and  die. 
Into  the  Valley  of  Death 

Rodo  the  *  one  *  hundred. 


'*  Cannon  to  right  of  them. 

Cannon  to  left  of  them. 
Cannon  *  before*  them 

Vollcy'd  and  thundered ; 
Stormed  at  with  shot  and  shell. 

They  that  had  stmck  so  well. 
Rode  thro'  the  jaws  of  Death, 

Half  a  league  back  again. 
Up  from  the  mouth  of  Hell, 

All  that  was  left  of  them, 
Left  of  *one'  hundred. 

**  Honor  the  bravo  and  bold  I 
Long  shall  the  tale  be  told. 
Yea,  when  our  babes  are  old- 
How  they  rode  onward.** 


TMKHISOiH. 


**  While  CLATSBHonii,  who,  like  a  hawk  perched  on  a  rock  and  eyeing  the  time  to 
pounce  on  its  prey,  had  watched  the  event  of  the  action  from  the  opposite  bank,  now 
passed  the  bridge  at  the  head  of  his  cavalry  at  full  trot,  and,  leading  them  in  sqnadroai 
through  the  intervals  and  round  the  flanks  of  the  Royal  infantry,  formed  them  on  the 
moor,  and  led  them  to  the  change,  •  •  •  their  broken  spirits  and  dii> 

heartened  courage  wore  unable  to  endure  the  charge  of  the  cavalry,  attended  with  all  ita 
terrible  accompaniments  of  sight  and  sound ;— the  rush  of  the  horses  at  full  ^>ced,  the 
shaking  of  the  earth  under  their  feet,  the  glancing  of  the  swords,  and  waving  of  the 
plumoa,  and  the  fierce  shouts  of  the  cavaliers.  The  front  ranks  hardly  attempted  one  ill. 
directed  and  disorderly  fire,  and  their  rear  was  broken  and  fiying  in  confusion  ere  the 
charge  had  bMQ  completed;  and  in  leoa  thanflre  minutes  the  horsemen  were  mixed  with 

185 
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Uiein.  esUtoc  and  hewing  nithODt  taerej.  •  ■  >  Their  avtorda  drank 

dorp  at  tlan);htcr  (mans  Uic  muFtlstiDg  (asttlvei.      BcKnma  for  qusner  vrsro  odIt 

fluid  pi!Kali>d  ona  General  accDo  of  coalami  slao^'titsr.  Olgtit.  ind  purauil." 

scoTT'B  -oia  MoTialuy." 

"TbecaelB^Bof  CoBTialishted  ap  with  lilampb.  Tnrnini;  (inicklf  around  to  the 
eanllcr*  at  hl>  eldl^  unong  whom  wero  Sisdoval.  Olid,  Altahado,  and  Atila.  ha 
pnlntedantlhechiut,  fluJaimlng;  'There  laonrmiclll  Foltnw  and  support  me  t'  Then 
crylas  hie  mr-uy.  and  BlrULinji;  hla  iroo  h«l  Into  h)a  weary  ateed,  he  ptangcd  beadlong 
IstoUietbliAuloIthoptcst.  Hlseooialeii  (ell  bade,  token  b;  anrprEBo,  and  damited  b; 
tk*  Cerodtr  uf  the  attack.  Thoae  wliu  did  not  vera  plurcod  tbrouKh  with  bla  lanoe.  or 
tonic  down  bj  ibe  weight  of  hia  charger  The  caratleis  followed  close  In  thu  mar.  On 
Ihc;  mnpt  with  ibo  rniy  of  a  ibondarbolt,  cIcavJns  the  eolld  ranica  luuadiir,  atrewlne 
their  patb  with  IbedTlDgaailtho  dead,  and  bounding  over  every  obntaolc  in  the  waj." 

llUla  mlilance,  but.  flflng,  commnnlcated  their  own  panic  to  their  camnideg.  The  tid- 
ing* of  the  toaa  »od  ipreid  oTor  the  Beid.  The  lodlotu,  filled  witb  conauirnatlon,  now 
Uoosbl  only  of  escape.  la  tbolr  blind  terror,  tbolr  niuabere  augmentcil  their  contniioD. 
Tftej  tnmpled  on  ona  auothBr,  fancying  It  wu  tliu  enemfln  their  rear." 

PnEscoiT'a  "  PonguMf  o/ifarlco." 


HovTEVEH  honorable  and  pleasant  a  position  it  may  be  to  command 
ilie  body-giiard  nt  headquartere,  in  the  society  of  men  pre-emiDent 
in  ability  and  poaitioii,  it  is  not  the  place  for  a  young  officer  to  win 
fame.  In  foreign  countries  and  in  royalties — where  favors  drop  into 
hands  not  entitled  to  receive  them,  to  the  prejudice  of  those  vho 
have  borne  the  burthen  and  heat  of  the  day,  who  have  deserved 
sud  not  obtained — a  post  around  beadquartcra,  is  a  capit:il  place 
togct  a  decoration  or  an  advance  step  in  r.-itik.  Unfortunately,  it  is 
too  miieh  so  in  this  country,  bat  not  in  anythingto  thesnmedegree 
U  abroad,  since  the  army  at  large  see  clearly  and  judge  honestly, 
uid  only  acknowledge  that  soldiership  as  of  the  true  ring  and 
genmne  stamp  which  has  undergone  the  baptism  of  blood  and  the 
pnrification  of  the  fire  of  battle.  The  reputation  which  ia  sought 
at  the  cannon's  mouth  is  the  true  glory  of  the  soldier.  Keabnt 
knew  this.  He  had  yearned  to  shine  in  his  proper  sphere,  the 
front  of  battle.  The  man  who  could  offer  hia  letl  arm  as  the  price 
of  n  brevet,  as  he  had  done  among  hia  fellow-officers  at  Fnebla, 
was  the  man  to  court  tbioger  as  a  coy  mistress.  Libe  Korner, 
when  be  indited  that  "  Sworri  Song,"  which  will  live  forever,  he 
most  have  of\«n  toyed  witii  the  "iron  bride"  which  bung  at  his 
Ibigh.  and  pmyed  to  see  her  sbtntng  face  blush  with  the  blood  of  the 
enemy. 
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*^Thoa  sword  at  my  left  side, 
What  means  thy  flash  of  pride  ? 
Thou  smilcst  jso  on  me, 
I  take  delight  in  thee, 
Hurrah  1 

"  The  clanging  tramps  betray 
The  blushing  bridal  day  ; 

When  cannons  for  and  wide 
Shall  roar,  I'll  fetch  my  bride. 
Hurrah ! 

"  Yes,  in  my  sheath  I  clash ; 
I  long  to  gleam  and  flash 

In  battle,  wild  and  proud^ 
Tis  why  I  clash  so  loud. 
Hurrah  V 

Throughout  the  advance  from  Vera  Cruz  to  this  moment,  when 
his  ardent  wishes  were  to  be  gratified,  his  heart  must  have  leaped 
whenever  the  signal  to  charge  was  blown  and  beaten,  with  the 
strong  desii'e  to  answer  it  with  the  spur  and  the  appropriate  <M-der. 

On  the  18th  August,  a  reconnoisuance  was  made  by  four  of  the 
engineer  corps — three  of  whom  ai\erwards  became  notorious  rebel 
generals — with  a  support  of  cavalry  and  infantry.  An  engagement 
or  skirmish  ensued,  in  which  Kharxt  distinguished  himself,  and 
enabled  the  engineers  to  perform  their  duties  with  success  and 
results.  This  service  was  of  sufficient  consequence  to  deserve  a 
special  mention  in  Scott's  official  report 

It  is  sinrprising  how  irresponsive  to  the  deeds  of  our  own  soldiers 
are  the  lyres  of  om*  poets.  The  world  has  read  with  a<^jniration 
the  "Charge  of  the  Six  Hundred"  at  Balaklava;  but  how  few 
would  have  ever  heard  of  that  feat  of  "  derring  do  "  had  it  not  been 
sung  by  the  poet  laureate  of  England.  And  yet  the  charge  of  Cap- 
tain Piiiup  Kearny,  at  the  battle  of  Churubusco,  was  as  worthy 
the  genius  of  Tennyson  as  the  charge  of  the  Light  Brigade  "  into 
the  jaws  of  death "  m  that  Crimean  valley,  with  three  armies  as 
spectators. 

To  appreciate  the  marvel  of  dash  and  bravery,  it  is  necessary  to 
understand  the  theatre  in  which  it  was  displayed.  Our  little  army 
less  than  nine  thousand  men  all  told — it  has  been  set  down  at  six 
thousand  fighting  men^  as  the  Rebels  counted  their  forces — small 
indeed  in  its  numbers  in  comparison  to  the  magnitude  of  its 
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exploits,  but  great  indeed  in  the  snccesseB  it  aohJevcd — awoico 
from  their  bivouacs  on  the  monmig  of  the  20th  Anguat,  1847 
vriih  the  nesoraoce  of  victory ;  that  whatever  their  General  willed 
iheni  to  do,  would  gi-andly  by  them  be  done. 

In  front  of  them,  in  the  heart  of  the  enemy's  country,  occupying 
the  village  of  Cburubusco,  and  in  &  chain  of  fortitied  positions 
— strong  in  the  natural  diaposttions  of  the  ground,  still  strongfer  in 
the  an  with  whidi  it  Lad  been  fortified,  and  even  Btongcr  yet  in 
the  oatnumbering  forces — were  disyioaed  twenty-aeven  thousand  to 
thirty  Ihouaand  Mexican  troops,  backed  by  the  population  of  the 
city  of  Mexico,  who  could  turn  out,  if  they  willed,  iitty  thousand 
males  capable  of  bearing  arms.  These  forces,  outnumbering  outs 
four  to  one,  or  at  least  three  to  one,  held  the  village,  of  solid  con- 
struction; and  scattered  buildings  of  stone,  along  their  line  of  battle 
lined  the  dykes,  and  almost  impervious  hedges  of  thorny  maguey 
or  cactus  Iurke<l  in  the  extensiva  plantations  of  tall  maize,  and  filled 
the  field-works  with  their  small  arms  and  artillery.  The  tint  Irtnd 
wss  broken  and  dithcult,  and  rendered  more  so  by  the  enrln  vArea, 
moraaaes,  and  canals  or  ditches  which  covered  it  with  v  tiet- 
wotk  of  obstacles. 

"The  ground  on  which  the  trpops  operated" — isthelangiui'^  of 
llie  gallant  Wonrn — "off  the  high-road,  is  remarkably  inters' I'ted  i 
loose  Boil,  growing  grain,  and,  at  brief  intervals,  deep  ditt-hts,  for 
the  parpoae  of  drainage  and  irrigation.  These  ditches  vary  Irom 
six  to  eight  feel  in  depth,  about  the  same  in  width,  with  from  ihree 
to  four  feet  of  water — ^the  reverse  banks  lined  with  the  enemy's 
light  troops. 

"  When  I  reour  to  the  natnre  of  the  ground,  and  the  fact  that  the 
divt^oa  (two  thonsand  six  hnndred  strong,  of  all  armsl  was  engaged 
from  two  to  two  ."md  a  half  hoiu's  in  a,  hnnd-to  hand  conflict  with 
from  seven  thonsand  to  mne  tbous.ind  of  the  enemy,  having  the 
jMlTantagd  of  position,  and  occupying  regular  works — which  onr 
engineers  will  eay  were  most  skillfully  constructed — the  mind  is 
filled  with  wonder  and  the  heart  with  gratitude  to  the  brave  offioera 
and  soldiers  whose  steady  and  indomitable  valor  has,  under  such 
rifRunstanccs,  aided  in  achieving  results  so  honorable  to  our  coun- 
Uj — nsnlts  not  accomplished,  however,  without  the  saurifice  of 
many  valaablo  lives." 

Through  this  ground,  and  the  Mexican  line-of-battle,  ran  several 
oaascways.    One  of  thesepassed  through  the  village  of  ChunibuBco. 
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AH  of  these  united  mlh  the  causeway  of  San  Automo,  wl»e& 
bisected  the  ficld-of-battlo  ia  a  direct  Itue,  almost  nonh  and  soatii, 
and  terminated  five  and  a  half  miles  distaut  in  the  Grand  Plaza  of 
Mexico,  upon  which  tront  the  Katiooal  Palace  and  Cathedral.  At 
the  junction  referred  to,  and  the  apex  of  the  right  and  acut«  angled- 
triangles  fonnod  by  Ibem,  was  the  baationed  bridge-head  ( 7bC6  do 
Pont)  on  the  Chumbusco  River.  This  was  held  by  a  strong  gar- 
rison with  three  pieces  of  heavy  artillery. 

It  haa  been  the  fashion  to  decry  the  Mexioana  as  soldiers.  Although 
Uie  Spaniards  and  French  foond  them  foes  which  proved  woithy  of 
their  steel  Like  the  Turks,  and  their  cognates,  the  Arabs,  Kabylcs^ 
and  Moors,  every  people  of  Spanish  blood  have  proved  themselves 
most  tenacious  in  the  defense  of  fortifications  and  waUed  towufr^ 
witness  Sarragossa. 

This  the  French  experienced  before  Puebia  in  1863,  and  the  cap- 
ture of  this  city  was  considered  of  sufficient  importance  to  justify 
the  elevation  of  General  Foket,  ita  captor,  to  the  dignity  of 
MarshaL 

The  Mexican  engineers  nnderstood  their  bnaneaa  thoroaghly, 
Bod  it  is  admitted  that  the  works  which  they  threw  up  for  the 
defense  of  their  capital  were  of  exceeding  strength,  and  "  admii*- 
ble  both  in  their  constmotion  and  locality."  The  bridge-head  was 
a  beautiful  work,  BoUdly  and  scientifically  constructed,  witb  wet 
ditches  and  embr.tsures  and  platforms  for  a  large  armament.  More- 
over, it  was  flanked  by  a  massive  stone  church  or  convent,  sur- 
rounded by  strong  field-works  mounted  with  beavy  guns. 

Previous  to  the  battle  of  Churubusco,  Capt^  Keakxt  could 
rfHtroin  himself  no  longer,  and  had  requested  permission  to  partici- 
pate in  the  impending  action.  This  was  granted,  and  with  hia 
Mnunand,  Company  F,  First  Ututed  States  Dragoons,  was  detached 
fcff  general  scrnoe,  and  he  was  attached  to  the  division  of  Genenl 
Pillow,  He  was  now  watching  the  course  of  events,  and,  lika 
I>UNi>KK  at  "  Bothwell  Brig,"  biding  his  time  and  opportunity. 

Meanwhile  the  roar  of  Mexican  mosketry — "  more  than  twenty 
thousand  muskets  were  continuallydischatgvd  witha rapidity  whit^ 
ohowod  the  starn  determination  of  the  enemy  " — "  waa  the  greatest 
noiac  of  all  the  din  of  battle;  it  was  continued  and  terrific,  drown- 
ing tho  noist'  of  the  artilleiy,  the  shouta  of  the  combatants,  and  ihe 
groans  of  tlic  wounded." 

Dai^tfl  tiui  Mverity  of  anoh  ft  Gr«k  ud  the  fearfid  play  of  thft 
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Rrtillery,  onr  troops  forced  thoir  way  across  the  river.  At  the  Kime 
Lime  a  vigorous  assault  was  made  upon  the  brldge-heiid.  The  gar- 
riaon,  so  to  speiik,  iutding  tbeir  position  turned  and  iu  danger  of 
bung  taken  in  reverse,  thus  cuttiug  off  their  retreat,  slackened  the 
"particularly  spiteliil  "  fire  to  which  Ripley  fechngly  alludes,  nnd 
after  a  short  conflict,  abandoned  the  work,  and  fled  over  the  bridge 
in  tlie  rear  towards  the  city. 

Previous  to  this  time  Ke.u£nt  had  been  able  to  effect  nothing. 
He  had  accompanied  Pillow  in  his  advance  from  Coyaean,  a  vil- 
lage larther  to  the  east  or  left  on  the  Rio  (River)  Chnrubusco.  He 
had  experienced  a  "  great  difficnify"  in  getting  his  horses  across  the 
broken  country,  partially  inundated,  and  the  deep  and  intervening 
ditehes,  to  the  causeway,  but  had  succeeded  in  doing  so.  There  he 
was  joined  by  a  troop  of  the  Third  Dragoons,  commanded  by  Cap- 
tain A.  T.  McRevsolds.  During  the  course  of  the  action,  a  gallant 
attempt  was  made  to  turn  the  Mexicans  with  this  small  body  of 
boTWi  and  with  them  assail  the  left  flaak  of  the  enemy.  The  deep 
ditches  which  travereed  the  "  wide  and  mai-shy  fields"  prevented  the 
carrying  ont  of  this  manceuvre,  and  the  cavalry,  after  ineflectnaJ  en- 
deavors to  execute  it,  were  compelled  to  return  to  the  causeway, 
and  there  await  the  development  of  events.  As  soon  aa  the  bridge- 
h«ul  had  been  carried.  Pillow  says  :  "  I  then  let  him  loose.  Furi- 
oas  was  his  charge  upon  the  retreating  foe,  dealing  death  with  the 
imerring  sabre." 

Before  Keakjit,  however,  could  bring  the  "  unerring  sabre"  into 
play  some  time  elapsed.  The  Dragoons  had  to  make  their  way 
tbroogh  the  mass  of  obstacles  which  encumbered  the  causeway  be- 
fore they  could  operate  or  even  form.  To  the  left  of  the  bridge- 
head the  huge  wagons,  which  composed  the  Mexican  ammnnitioQ 
train,  were  crowded  together  in  the  road  leading  fi'om  Chnrubusco, 
which  entered  the  work  from  the  west,  or  its  right,  immediatdy 
■long  the  bank  of  the  river.  Every  draught  animal  attached  to 
these  had  been  killed,  and  the  passage  was  almost  blocked  np  by 
the  mass  of  wagons,  war  matCKal,  and  dead  men  and  animals,  sfaat- 
tercd  and  thrown  together  by  the  answering  fiivs  of  assailants  and 
dufL-iidera.  To  heighten  the  confusion,  one  of  the  powder  wagons 
look  fire,  and  threatened  an  immediate  explosion.  This  would  have 
been  most  disastrous  in  the  naiTOW  space  completely  jammed  with 
the  bloody  wreck  and  rabbiah  of  war,  through  wliich  our  advancing 
cavalry  had  to  pick  and  force  their  way.     With  a  reckless  daring 
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som^  of  the  soldiers  on  the  road  devoted  themselves  to  the  prescrvw 
ation  of  their  comrades.  They  climbed  into  the  burning  wagons, 
tore  out  the  ammunition  chests  already  kindled  into  flame,  and  tum- 
bled them  into  the  ditch  before  the  fire  could  reach  their  contents.* 
A  path  thus  frayed  for  him  by  this  exertion  of  heroism,  Bjearxy 
was  now  enabled  to  extricate  his  dragoons,  and  get  them  forward 
on  the  causeway,  where  it  was  partially  clear.  The  retreating  Mexi- 
cans had  meanwhile  made  good  use  of  their  respite,  and  had  already 
placed  a  distance  of  over  a  mile  and  a  half  between  themselves  and 
their  pursuers.    As  soon  as  he  had  space,  E^easnt  formed  his  troop, 

•  **  More  of  the  New  York  Boys.  We  most  gladly  give  place  to  the  following  additional 
leaf  In  the  chaplot  of  glory  worn  by  New  York,  for  that  her  aona  have  proved  tbemaelvea 
worthy  of  such  a  mother  i 

**  We  hardly  know  how  we  conld  have  omitted  the  name  of  the  gallant  Ksjuutt,  for  It 
has  often  been  on  our  lips  with  words  of  admiration  and  praise,  but  we  can  hardlj  lament 
it,  since  it  affords  us  this  opportanity  to  lay  before  oar  readers  each  details  as  the  foUow-  • 
ing  interesting  commuuication  famishes  : 

To  Vie  Editor  ofths  Courier  and  Enquirer  : 

**Allowmetoadd  a  sixth  to  the  names  of  the  gallant  *New  Yorkers,*  whom  yon  so 
Justly  mention  with  admiration,  as  having,  under  the  folds  of  the  American  flag,  soaked 
with  their  blood  the  soil  before  the  city  of  Mexico. 

**I  know  the  omlesion  was  accidental,  and  therefore  recall  it  to  your  rcoollectlon  :  I  al- 
lude to  Lieutenant  (now  Captain)  Philip  Eeabnt,  of  the  First  Dragoons,  as  chivalrous 
an  officer  as  ever  wore  spur  or  belted  sabre. 

**  Having  served  ten  ycirs  in  the  far  West  with  his  regiment,  with  the  exception  of  two 
passed  in  France,  under  the  requisition  of  Government,  daring  which  he  served  s  cam- 
paign with  the  army  in  Africa,  he  was  about  to  resign  his  commisBion  and  retire  to  his  i 
estates,  when  the  country  was  startled  by  the  battle  of  Palo  Alto. 

**  Hastening  to  Washington,  he  arrived  in  time  to  withdraw  his  resignation,  and  was' em 
powered  to  raise  his  own  troops.    He  immediately  applied  himself  with  all  his  eneiyies 
to  the  task,  and  by  lavish  expenditures  of  his  own  means,  in  addition  to  the  bounty  offered 
by  Qovemment,  he  was  soon  at  the  head  of  a  body  of  picked  men  superbly  monnted, 

**  Joining  General  Soott  at  Vera  Cruz,  his  troops  were  made  his  body-guard,  and  par- 
ticipated at  the  battle  of  Cerro  Gordo,  enduring,  in  common  with  the  rest  of  the  army, 
the  fatigues  and  exposures  up  to  the  city  of  Puebla. 

**  At  the  battle  of  Churubusco  his  Dragoons  (it  is  unnecessary  to  say  that  he  wan  at  their 
head)  were  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight. 

*'  CJharging  upon  the  retreating  masses  of  the  enemy,  and  exposed  to  the  murderons  dis- 
charge of  four  batteries,  belching  cross-flrcs  of  ball  and  grape-shot,  besides  an  incessant 
torrent  of  musketry  from  all  sides,  his  arm  suddenly  fell  helpless  at  his  side,  shsttexvd  by 
a  ball  a  little  below  the  shoulder.  Although  suffering  intense  pain,  and  bleeding  profusely, 
he  still  retained  Ids  position  and  command,  till,  becoming  faint,  he  reeled  in  his  saddle, 
and  was  only  prevented  from  falling  by  the  hold  of  one  of  his  dragoons. 

**  From  exhaustion  and  loss  of  blood  he  soon  swooned  entirely  away*  and  beii^  placed 
in  a  blanket,  was  carried  to  the  rear  of  his  men. 

**  The  next  day  his  arm  was  amputated,  and  at  the  last  accounts  he  was  doln^^  well. 

**My  acquaintance  is  slight  with  Captain  K.,  much  more  so  than  with  Lieatenant 
BonuTLKR  Hamilton,  the  only  other  of  the  gentlemen  that  you  mention  whom  I  have 
the  pleasure  of  knowing,  but  whose  elegance  and  modesty  in  Uie  drawing-room  fully  pore- 
pared  910  for  his  gallantry  in  the  field  of  battle ;  but,  slight  as  it  is,  I  felt  bound  to  csll 
your  attention  to  what  I  doubt  not  was  an  accidental  omission."  & 
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and  galloped  furloDBly  a&ei.  His  original  force,  small  as  it  was,  had 
only  been  augmented  by  a  single  platoon,  aoder  Captiun  Kerb,  who 
was  accompanied  by  Colonel  Hasnet  withont  a  command.  The 
coluiun  overtook  the  Mezicana  about  a,  half  a  mile  oiitaide  the 
Oarila  (Barrier  or  Gate)  of  San  Antonio  Ahad,  through  which  the 
causeway  enters  the  city.  Beyond  this  commenced  the  auborbs  of 
Mexico. 

Into  the  dense  mass  of  thonflands  of  the  enemy — Santa  Anna  and 
•everal  other  generals  were  involved  in  the  tumult — Kearnt  plunged 
Ms  oommaud.  It  is  not  probable  that  it  exceeded  100  horsemen. 
Zt  could  not  have  comprised  over  a  Uundi'od  and  fifty  horsemen, 
Tolunteera  included,  had  his  ranks  been  AiU,  after  deducting 
ouoalliee  and  sick — vietims  to  the  enemy,  campcugningand  climate. 
It  pinnged  into  the  Mexican  armed  crowd,  juat  as  one  of  the  Brig- 
antines  of  Cortes  crushed  itawayonwardsthrongh  the  midst  of  the 
enonnouB  fleet  of  Aztec  war  canoes  on  a  like  sunny  May-day  (1521), 
524  years  previously;  or  jnst  as  Cortes  himself,  with  his  devoted 
banJ,  charged  home,  and  wrested  victory  oat  of  defeat. 

"  Out  of  thii  nettle  danger  we  placked  the  flower  aalety," 

at  tlio  famous  battle  of  Otompan,  or  of  Otumba,  on  the  8th  July, 
1620.  Or  perhaps,  even  more  like  the  charge  of  Clavkhhovse,  at 
SoUiwell  Bridge,  tt&er  the  gate  and  barricade  had  been  battered 
flown  by  the  artillety  and  cleared  by  the  infantry ;  when  that  model 
trouper  of  the  day  followed  np  the  Covenanters  until  bis  "Life. 
Gttard's  swords  were  blunted  and  their  horses  blown." 
■  The  sabres  of  the  dragoons  scattered  death  and  dismay  through 
the  Mexic'in  sotdatesca,  and  hewed  tlielr  way  onwards  with  as  &tal 
effect  as  the  light  broadsides  of  tlie  vessel  of  the  Conquistador 
through  the  fleet  of  their  Aztec  fordathera.  Those  of  the  crowd 
who  were  not  cut  down  or  ridden  over,  either  threw  themselves 
into  Ihe  ditches  on  either  side  of  the  causeway,  and  dispersed  over 
the  fields,  or  else  jammed  themselves,  iu  a  confused  mass,  into  the 
entrance  of  the  barrier. 

A  battery  or  lanette,  mounting  two  guns,  defended  the  Garita.* 
Tbo  garrison— either  bewildered  and  terror-stricken  at  the  wild 


*  "Riar*  wu  k  nga]tt  Uni  of  dofeBKa  from 
lonJo.  Tlmrc tbe Una atoppod.  TotbeleEtoi 
to  Df  ■  mUo  Imber  on.  >  prlaal'a  cop  or  ewall 
Bll*  lo  Uie  lott  el  Uili  >£Kli'  ■  iliaiila  nilui  or  I 


c  NlQO  PcriUdo  Oats  to  that  o(  San  An- 


144         BIOGRAPHY  OF  MAJOR-OEHEEAL  PHILIP  KBABNT. 


tumult,  whicb  surged  upon  them  in  all  the  panic  of  a  roat,  instead 
of  the  assured  victory  they  had  been  promised,  or  determined  to 
make  good  their  position  regardleas  of  their  own  people — now 
opened  their  fire  upon  friend  and  foe,  dealing  death  promiscnonsly 
amid  the  crowd. 

Unfortunately,  while  this  charge  was  progresBing  with  so  much 
saccess,  General  Scott — unaware  of  its  eucocbs  or  opportunities — 
had  despatched  an  order  to  arrest  the  pursuit,  fearful  that  it  might 
be  oarried  too  far,  and  compromise  what  had  been  gained.  As  soon 
aa  tliis  order  reached  Colonel  Harnet  "he  caused  the  recall  to  be 
sounded  from  the  rear."  Amid  the  thunder  of  artillery  and  the 
shouts  and  cries  and  uproar  of  the  flight,  the  notes  of  the  bugle  were 
either  unheard  or  unheeded  by  those  in  advance.  Those  in  the 
roar,  however,  gradually  obeyed  the  signal,  and  small  parlJes  con- 
tinually dropped  off,  from  time  to  time,  as  the  trumpet  notes  which 
conveyed  the  order  made  themselves  heard.  Thus,  those  who  held 
on  their  adventm'oua  way  were  soon  reduced  to  "three  or  four  sets 
of  fours."    With  this  hond-ful],  Keabmt  Iccpt  on  ae  undauntedly — 

"iQlo  the  jaw8  o£  Death, 
Into  tlie  maatli  of  Ueli," 

as  if  he  had  been  followed  by  the  whole  force  with  wbicb  he 
launched  out  upon  the  enemy.  In  this  he  was  accompanied  by 
M^or  MIIJ.S,  of  the  Fifteenth  Infantry,  who  liad  joined  Ids  squmlron: 
as  a  volunteer  after  participating  in  the  fierce  struggle  in  which  his 
own  regiment  had  its  Colonel  wounded  and  one-third  of  its  force 
cut  down. 

Just  in  front  of  the  Garita  a  ditch  had  been  dug  nearly  across  Hie 
causeway.  Although  numbers  of  the  Mexicans  had  been  precip- 
tated  into  tliis  cut  by  the  pressure  of  the  mass  behind,  it  wae  yet 
impassable  for  men  on  horseback.  Perceiving  that  the  Mexictui 
mounted  officers — mingled  with  the  flying  crowd — abandoned  their 
animals  to  make  their  way  across  this  obstmctiou  on  foot,  Kearjtt 
threw  himself  from  his  saddle,  called  upon  Iiis  men  to  follow,  dashed 
across  the  ditch,  and  threw  himself  into  the  midst  of  the  Mexioail% 
to  enter  the  battery  witli  them.  He  was  nobly  supported  by  two 
officers  and  about  a  dozen  dragoons.  It  is  a  sorrow  and  a  sbama 
that  American  History  has  not  preserved  the  names  of  all  theea 
men.  From  tlie  context  it  would  appear  that  the  officers  wereC^ 
fcdn  Andkew  F.  McKErNOLDs,  Third  U.  S.  Dragoons,  from  JUichu 
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gan,  wbo  was  Bcverely  wounded  on  tliis  occaaion,  and  Lieutecniit 
JoHK  LoRUiER  Graham,  Tenth  U.  S.  InfanUy,  like  Major  Mnj^, 
■erv'ing  with  Captain  Kearny,  and  "  attached"  to  his  command,  also 
aeveruly  wounded.  It  is  a  very  curious  fact  that  Keasnt,  McRey- 
Kou>3  and  Gkafiam,  were  aU  three  injured  on  this  occasion,  in  tliy 
l«(l  aim.  Major  Miu^  fell,  slain  at,  or,  aa  claimed.  Inside,  the  vei'y 
gales. 

Kexbitt  always  had  a  confused  idea  of  what  occurred  at  this 
jtiactare,  and  yet  he  preser^-ed  a  distinct  recollection  of  many  inl«r- 
rsting  inddents.  He  said  that  when  he  threw  himself  into  the 
lirwa,  hewing  hia  way  over  the  rainpart  and  into  the  battery,  he 
disdactly  saw  one  Mexican  officer  pointing  him  out  to  the  iulantry 
io  Uie  work,  and  by  hts  gestures,  urging  the  men  to  take  good  aim 
and  aboot  him  down.  The  features  of  this  officer  seemed  to  have 
been  impressed  upon  his  mind  with  such  vivid  force  that  he  could 
IiaTC  recognized  him  subsequently.  The  jam  soon  prevented 
Kkakxy  from  using  bis  weapous,  and  it  appeared  as  if  a  hundred 
luuida  had  hold  of  him  at  once ;  otherwise,  the  pressure  itself  ren- 
dered his  sword  arm  powerless.  How  be  extricated  himself  be 
QeT«r  could  tell,  "When  bo  found  himself  free,  his  leather  baldrick 
or  cross-belt — to  which  his  officers'  cartridge  bos  was  attached — was 
gone,  likewise  bis  pistol  It  bad  been  torn  off  in  the  struggle  to 
get  free,  likewise  bis  waist-belt;  yet  he  could  not  remember  how  or 
«ben.  This  may  be  re-idily  conceived,  when  the  reader  calls  to 
mind  that  a  cannon  had  been  belching  forth  death  almost  in  the 
tisKX  of  Keabht  and  hia  little  band,  sQiking  down  Americans  and 
Mexicans  on  either  band.  Thus  fell  the  gallant  Major  Mills;  thus 
tbo  staunch  McRbyxou>s  and  Graiiam  were  disabled. 

Kothing  saved  Keabnt  and  tho  survivers  of  his  party  but  the 
jNuuc,  inspired  by  bis  audacity.  Terror-stricken,  tho  Mexicans  at 
ihe  mojneut  when  he  was  in  their  power  seemed  to  have  shrunk 
bock  appalled.  They  either  abandoned  their  guna  or  ceased  to 
-tiH'y  and  discbarge  ibem ;  and  even  the  musketry  discontinned  it« 
fire.  It  waa  the  very  cburm  of  battle,  a  whirlpool  of  human  life. 
But  the  thunder  of  the  tempest  had  a  pause.  Had  Keajuvt  been 
followed  by  the  number  with  wbicb  he  commenced  this  charge,  or 
bad  no  signal  of  recall  been  blown,  and  bad  he  been  supported  by  a 
force  of  infantry,  he  could  have  made  hia  way  into  the  city,  and 
Mexico,  most  probably,  would  have  been  captured  that  day.  From 
the  Gsjita  of  San  Antonio  to  the  Grand  Flaza  is  less  than  a  mil« 
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and  three-quarters,  and  within  the  barrier  there  was  not  a  idngle 
defensive  work,  and  no  organized  defenders  had  there  been  any. 
All  was  indiscriminate  panic,  consequent  confusion  and  flight. 

The  following  extract  from  the  "  other  side,"  or  Mexican  History 
of  this  war,  is  too  complimentary  to  justify  its  omission.  The 
reader  will  pardon  its  inaccuracies,  since  the  Mexicans,  from  their 
own  showing,  were  in  no  condition  to  see  things  clearly  or  relate 
them  accurately : — 

"  General  Santa  Anna,  with  his  staff  and  General  Alcobta,  re- 
tired also  from  this  place" — ^the  Villa  or  Village  of  Portales,  about 
three-quarters  of  a  mile  in  the  rear  of  the  bridge-head,  "  which  still 
was  contested."  "  He  mixed  himself  with  the  cavalry,  and,  desperate, 
gave  the  whip  to  some  of  the  officers,  who  fled.  On  the  causeway 
a  horrible  disorder  was  seen ;  all  were  confounded,  and  pushed  one 
another,  and  trampled  one  another  under  foot 

"  The  American  dragoons,  mounted  on  fleet  horses,  coining  up 
to  our  rear-guard,  increased  the  fright,  by  crushing  those  whom  they 
met  in  their  way.  General  Santa  Anna  reached  the  Garita  of  San 
Antonio,  and  after  him,  the  rest  of  ours,  cut  to  pieces,  mixed  up 
with  some  of  the  enemy's  dragoons,  intoxicated  with  blood.  The 
r.ien  at  the  guns  discharged  some  grape-shot  among  these,  and  the 
iiilaiitry,  feeling  that  their  entrance  was  now  covered,  opened  a 
tliick  lire  along  the  causeway,  animated  by  the  presence  of  Gener- 
als Santa  Anna,  Alcorta  and  Gaona,  who  personally  commanded 
them.  At  this  moment  an  American  officer,  in  an  uniform  of  blue, 
l)enetrated  through  the  low  earthen  rampart,  mounted  on  his  horse, 
sword  in  hand,  dealing  sabre-blows,  and  falling  wounded  on  the 
esplanade."  [Mark  this:  inside  the  San  Antonio  Gate  must  be 
inferred  from  the  Mexican  account]  "Many  swords  were  drawn  to 
kill  him ;  but  the  others  also  hastened  to  defend  him  on  seeing  him 
fall.  He  rose  crippled,  radiant  wit^  valor,  and  smiling  at  the  feli- 
city of  being  at  the  Gates  of  the  CapitaL"  ** 

Tliis  officer  was  Phiup  Keabnt  1* 


*  **  It  in  not  often  that  we  prodigalise  ealoginm.  We  do  not  consider  every  officer  wbo 
comes  hack  ^vounded  a  hero.  That  epithet  most  he  won  hy  more  than  mere  1)nivei7-4t 
bolnni;^  only  to  bravery  in  the  excess ;  patience  under  fatigue ;  nnmarmnrlng  endnraaoe 
of  pain,  and  an  anient  thirst  for  glory.  Of  all  the  officers  who  hare  fought  under  our 
l):\nuor«,  no  man  ha.^  shown  all  those  characteristics  more  fully  than  Captain  Kxabvt. 
Yet  no  voice  horo  h^is  been  loud  in  his  praise,  no  city  newspaper  has  invited  public  atten- 
tion to  his  i;allnntry.  and  called  upon  the  citizens  of  his  native  place  to  do  him  honor.  If 
the  Dtory  of  his  char^  at  Churuhusco  be  not  exaggerated,  oertainly  there  is  no  cause  to  be 
ahown  why  he  should  receive  two  brevets,  as  did  Captain  Kat.    Captain  Kxabxt  is  la 
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Tlnding  himBolf  alone,  but  free,  Kearny  comprehended  his  sltn- 
ation  at  once,  tbat  nothing  was  lo  be  done  but  get  out  of  the  scrape 
as  soon  as  possible.  He  accordingly  retraced  his  steps  along  the 
caueewajr  on  foot  It  ■would  have  been  fortunate  for  him  had  he 
continued  to  do  so,  for  he  had  scarcely  withdrawn  when  the  Mexi- 
cans remanned  their  guns,  and  commenced  firing  grape  down  the 
road-  UnlocltUy,  Keahnt  encountered  one  of  our  dragoon  horses, 
whose  rider  had  been  killed,  sprang  into  the  saddle,  and  attempted 
to  spur  him  into  a  gallop.  But  the  animal  was  done  up,  and  whe- 
llier  from  eihaustiou  or  wounds,  could  scai'cely  hobble  along.  An- 
other discharge  of  grape  now  tore  down  tha  causeway.  "While  on 
foot,  the  first  missiles  passed  over  Lis  head.  Firing  too  high  was  a 
common  fault  of  the  Mexicans.  Tbey  seem  to  have  oft«n  aimed 
along  the  line  of  metal,  without  allowing  for  the  dispart  Being 
elevated  in  the  saddle,  a  single  ball  took  effect  and  completely  ahat- 


IM  bwltb,  but  n-D  regret  to  Icira  Hut  Lloateaant  Qbatum,  wt 
and  shucd  la  bla  mlaf  artune.  bu  cot  r; corotEd  (TDm  thn  el 
mat  of  BttcDtion,  bathu  jant  pusctl  IhranKb  i  dm 
tloUi  bo  iboitlr  ijaln  In  the  gaddlD.  To  >liuw  Uiat  w< 
CapUlQ  KiuuTT,  we  sabjoln  a  deecrlptloii 


Lpuil«d  the  dbatga 

eoecc  or  bit  wound,  for  the 

UlneiB.    We  hope  thej  mif 

Lbat  vie  bars  not  exaggentei  the  merit  ol 

b!s  and  hi*  troop's  ibare  ut  the  buttle  of 

"Tbi  charire  of  Siibst's  dngcoocs  upon  the  eyXng  mueea  of  the  UeilcaUB  In  tbs 
battle  of  Cbnmbuico  la  oaa  of  the  moat  brilliant  and  declalTe  fcata  vblch  btvo  occurred 
In  the  war.  Ai  aoon  aa  oai  troope  bad  carried  the  fonnltlable  lUt  dr  ponl  bj  which  the 
•nnae  Icadine  to  tbecltj  waaUd  open  to  caralry,  Captain  Kejuct's  draeooOB  ruehod 
apon  the  flylnF:  maaaoe  of  the  Hexlcana  with  an  Impetoositj  and  fnrjwblch  made  ameinda 
In  Uw  fODtlnesa  of  tholr  nnmbora,  and  bore  them  back  Inconfanlon  upon  thelown.  Tbs 


^Taliyfq 


mwaeaa  of  the  aisnae  ptB*snted  him  from  aTalUag  hlmaotf  of  thla  anperlorltr,  andrs- 
daud  the  conflict  to  tboie  slngle-huided  Itnics  In  which  theMeilcana  muit  srerrleld  to 
ocrvrowtaa.  The  aadarltyof  IheODaet  of  Euun's  troopa  atmck  dlamajta  the  boat 
Which  Bed  betoiD  tbetn.  The  retreat  became  a  confaeed  loot,  and  the  ciueawair  wta 
Moikad  Dp  by  tbs  entangled  maaiea  ot  the  enemy.  Bat  dvch  tbroD^'h  tble  obttacle  the  trl- 
oaiptiaot  diaeooni  forced  their  way,  tiantplinf  dawn  thoae  who  escaped  Ihelr  relentleaa 
■abna.  ^tiering  thetr  foe  before  them,  the  dragoomi  came  at  lut  wllhln  reach  of  the 
fonaldablsbattorluvhlch  defended  theglteaotthe  city,  and  a  mnrderone  flrewta  opened 
Upon  them,  which  was  man  mote  terrible  to  the  foEftlve  MeilcanB  than  to  the  dragoons. 
The  tatter  contlnacd  their  parault  Dp  to  the  gatet  of  Ibo  dty,  and  were  shot  down  or  made 
prlaonen  apoD  tha  yery  parspcta  ot  Its  defencea.  Tble  waa  the  moment,  If  eTer,  that 
Gen.  S«xiTT  might  have  entered  the  dtj,  had  the  instant  posseaalOD  of  It  confonned  to  hli 
preconcdred  dcalgns.  Ab'ciidy  bad  tbe  Inbabltants  ot  the  toivn  aet  np  tbs  oiy  tbat  the 
Amiricas*  were  cpon  (hem,  and  the  whole  popnlatlon  waa  atrlcken  defencoleaa  by  panic 
llfriTs.  Bnt  Iba  dragoona  were  recalled  front  the  purtalt,  and  tbe  anrTlTon  of  that  dea- 
perale  (haiEC  withdrew,  corered  with  Wounds  and  witb  bonora. 

"tncrery  narration  of  the  eventa  ot  CbDrabDaco  wehaToncen  Ibia  cbaree  and  pnrenlt 
at  KoBST's  dragoons  commemorated  and  appUnded.  bnt  It  appein  la  have  Imprcnned 
the  Hnliana  far  more  than  tbe  popular  mind  of  our  own  countrymen.  In  various  lelten 
which  W(  haro  seen  written  by  them  from  tbe  oapltal,  tbey  apeak  ot  tbe  sndaclty  of  the 
dncooni  a*  terrible  and  slmoit  iDpemataral."— ifni  0rJMiH  iHcaiPiHM,  JITm.  Iltf,  ISA. 
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tered  the  bone  of  Kkaknt's  left  ana,  between  lue  elbow  itnd  slioal- 
der.  He  desci4bed  tbe  pain  as  exeruciating,  but  Still  was  able  to 
keep  the  saddle.  The  flow  of  blood,  however,  soon  brought  on 
Bach  ezlmustion,  that  he  was  aboat  to  fall  when  ho  c&mv  across  a 
groap  of  our  soldiers.  They  staunched  the  blood  as  welt  as  the; 
were  able,  placed  him  in  a  blanket,  and  carried  him  to  the  hospitsL 
He  sufiered  terribly  nntil  an  operation  was  performed ;  and  he  often 
snid  no  words  could  express  his  sense  of  relief  as  soon  as  the  arm  was 
amputated.  While  Surgeon  De  Leon  was  at  work,  General  Piebcx, 
of  New  Ilampflhire,  held  his  head.  Kearny  often  spoke  with  grati- 
tudeof  the  feeling  displayed  on  this  occasion  by  the  fiiture  President. 

Thus  had  bis  presentiment  been  realiEcd.  He  had  saved  his  life, 
bat  lost  his  left  arm  as  he  foretold.  Nor  had  tbe  words,  ligbtl; 
spoken  at  the  dinner  in  Puebla,  fallen  unheeded  to  the  grotuul 
Ue  had  won  his  brevet,  and  pMd  the  price  with  Iiia  left  arm. 

This  was  the  end  of  Kejlosy'b  service  in  Mei:ico  ;  brief,  but  how 
glorious  !  He  was  Dot  at  that  time  tbe  robust  man  he  afterwards 
developed  into,  nor  was  liis  wound  nn  ordinary  one.  Scarcely  any 
of  the  arm  was  left,  it  was  taken  off  bo  near  the  shoulder.  Before 
the  Btnmp  was  healed,  Scott  was  in  Mexico,  reveling — if  the  ood- 
Bcionsnesa  of  a  triumphant  Issue  due  to  his  superior  generalship  is 
not  thus  oorreclly  construed,  what  iat — m  the  halls  of  the  Moo- 


^ 


On  the  I3th  September,  Mexico  was  virtually  captured;  on  tlw 
nth,  "Old  Glory"  waved  over  the  National  Palace,  and  Scott  en- 
tered the  city  amid  the  acclamations  ot'  liis  soldiers. 

Captain  J.  W.  P ,  Fourth  U.  S.  ArUllerj',  serving  as  Infim- 

try,  stood  with  the  remains  of  hia  regiment,  drawn  up  in  the  Grand 
Plaza  when  Scott  entered.  The  old  General,  tbe  hero  of  two  wars, 
was  in  full  and  splendid  nniform.  Conspicuous  above  all  the  rest 
towered  tbe  grand  Commander-in-Chief^  as  magnificent  a  specimen 
of  on  American  as  ho  was  an  illustrious  example  of  a  generaL  B^ 
hind  followed  an  escort  of  dragoons,  grand  men  on  tall  bones. 
As  the  honored  Chief  entered  tbe  open  equ.ire,  a  loud  horrab,  s 
shout  such  as  can  issue  from  none  other  than  Anglo-Saxon  throatS) 
burst  from  the  troops  already  drawn  up  there.  Brandisliing  th^ 
sabres  high  in  air,  the  dragoons  responded  with  a  lite  manly  hur- 
rah ;  and  the  old  walls  and  buildings  echoed,  tintil  tbey  Beenied 
to  shake,  to  such  victorious  cheers  as  no  Latin  or  Hybrid  raoe  can 
utter. 
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Sut  the  first  man  who  had  entered,  meord  in  hand,  fhe  gate  Oj 
Vat  captured  capUai,  wai  Captain  Philip  Kkakmt. 

DOCUMENTS. 


ESTHACTS  FROM  OFFICIAL  REPORTS. 

"Arriving  here,  the  ISth  (Aas^^Oi  Wobth's  division  and  Hars^t's caralrj 
mm  puibed  fDrword  a  leagne  to  reran  noitre,  and  to  cany  or  to  mask  Sun  Antonio, 
oa  tlie  direct  rood  to  tliD  capital.  This  village  was  found  strong  If  defended  bjr 
field  waits,  beayj  gans,  and  a  muneroiig  gortitott.  It  could  onlf  be  tamed  hy 
itJailtrj  to  the  left  over  a  field  of  volcanic  rocks  and  lava ;  for,  to  onr  right,  the 
grvand  was  too  bog:^.  It  was  soon  ascertained,  by  the  daring  en^neora,  Cspt^n 
tdjsos,  and  Lieutoiumts  Stevens  and  Tuwbb,  that  the  point  could  only  be 
■pprcQcIied  bj  the  front,  over  a  murow  cuusewny,  Sunkcd  with  wot  ditchea  of 
great  depth.    WOBTB  was  ordered  not  Ut  attac3c,  but  to  threaten,  and  to  nusk  the 

■ '  The  firat  shot  fired  from  San  Antonio  f the  18th)  killed  Captain  S.  THoauroif, 
Second  Dragoons,  a  gallant  ofScer,  who  ivia  covering  the  opemtioos  Trilli  his 
OonipaDV. 

**  The  siuDO  daj  a  roeonnoisaaneo  was  eommcnced  to  the  left  of  San  Aagnstin, 
flut  orer  dtBicnlt  mounds,  and  farther  on  over  the  same  field  of  volcanic  rockt 
and  Uvn  nhich  extend  to  the  monntaina,  some  (Ivo  miles  from  Son  Antonio 
towuda  M^tlolena.  This  reconnoissaneewas  continned  to^daj  hj  Captain  Lrb, 
asnsled  hj  Lieutenants  B&AtntEOASD  and  Toweb,  oil  of  the  ec^neers,  who  were 
joined  in  tlie  uftemooa  bj  Major  Skitu,  of  the  same  eorps.  Other  diviaioni 
oou^t;  up,  Pillow's  was  advanced  to  moke  a  practicable  road  for  heavy  artillerj', 
and  Twinna'  tBrown  farther  in  front  to  cover  that  operation ;  for,  bj  the  partial 
mofmOiiSBDce  of  jeaterday.  Captain  Lee  discovered  a  Ibj^  corps  of  observntioii 
In  that  direction,  with  adctaclunent  of  vhich  his  supports  of  cavalry  and  toot, 
tmddT  CaptoiD  KEAsyr  and  IJontenact-Colonel  Gbahau,  respectively,  had  a  hdo- 
eissful  sldrmisb."  (Gimpare  Sf.mmkh'  "Service  Afloat  and  Ashore,"  pages  8T8 
-881.) 

>/  Conirtrai  and  Oftiip«- 

"Arriving  at  Coyoaean,  two  miles  by  a  cross-road  from  the  rear  of  San  An- 
tonio, I  Srst  detached  Captain  Lee,  en^neer,  with  Captiun  Keabni's  troop,  F!nt 
Dragoons,  supported  by  the  rifle  rej^enl,  under  Mnjor  LoRiuo,  to  reconnoitre 
that  strong  point ;  and  next  despatched  Major-General  Pillow,  with  one  of  tba 
brigndea,  (CASwAUMDKlt's,)  to  make  the  attack  ni>on  it,  in  coDCert  with  Maj<B<- 
General  Wobtb  on  the  opposite  side." 

llniar-Otiural  Scott's  OScial  Btport,  Ibid-,  Ifc  19,  pagt  SO*. 

"Am  soon  as  the  fef«  ff e  pf}nf  was  carried,  the  greater  part  of  Wokth's  and 
Fnxow'a  forces  jjoased  that  bri^^^^  in  rapid  pmsait  of  the  flying  enemy.  Those 
•DitTniniished  Gencmls  coming  np  with  Brigadior-Gencnd  & 
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victorions,  the  three  continned  to  press  upon  the  fagitives  to  within  a  rnOe  and  a 
h&lf  of  the  capital.  Here  Colonel  Hab2?ey,  with  a  small  part  of  his  brigade  of 
cavalry,  rapidlj  passed  to  the  front,  and  charged  the  enemy  up  to  the  nearest 
gate. 

*•  The  caralry  charge  was  headed  hy  Captain  Eeabny,  of  the  Yint  Dragoons 
having,  in  squadron,  with  his  own  troop,  that  of  Captiun  McBeynoldb,  of  the 
Third — ^making  the  usual  escort  to  general  headquarters ;  but,  being  earlj  in  iho 
day  attached  to  general  service,  was  now  under  Colonel  Harney's  ciders.  The 
gallant  Captain,  not  hearing  the  recaU  that  had  been  sounded,  dashed  np  to  the 
San  Antonio  gate,  sabring  in  his  way  all  who  resisted.  Of  the  seven  officers  of 
the  squadron,  Kearny  lost  his  left  arm,  McReynolds  and  Lieutenant  Lorimeb 
Graham  were  both  severely  wounded,  and  Lieutenant  R.  S.  Ewell,  who  suc- 
ceeded to  the  command  of  the  escort,  hod  two  horses  killed  under  him.  Major  F. 
D.  Mills,  of  the  Fifth  Infantry,  a  volunteer  in  this  charge,  was  killed  at  the 
gate." 

Mc^jor-Oeneral  Scott's  OJleial  Bepari,  Ibid.,  ITa.  8S,  pags  OS. 

"  Captain  Kearny,  of  the  First  Dragoons,  commanding  a  squadron  composed 
of  his  own  and  Captain  McReynolds*  companies,  was  on  duty  with  my  division 
during  the  action,  and  made  his  way  with  great  difficulty  across  the  wide  and 
marshy  fields  and  deep  ditches.  Seeing  no  field  ^or  the  action  of  his  fine  squadron 
until  the  tete  de  pont  was  carried,  I  had  held  him  in  reserve.  I  then  let  him  loose. 
Furious  was  his  charge  upon  the  retreating  foe,  dealing  death  with  the  unerring 
sabre,  until  he  reacned  the  very  suburbs  of  the  city,  and  drew  from  the  enemy's 
batteries  at  the  garita  a  heavy  and  destructive  fire,  by  which  the  gallant  Captain 
lost  his  left  arm ;  and  Captain  McReynolds,  Third  Dragoons,  who  nobly  sus- 
tained the  daring  movements  of  his  squadron  commander,  was  also  wonnded  in 
the  left  arm.  Both  of  these  fine  companies  sustained  severe  losses  in  their  rank 
and  file  also." 

MajOT'Oeneral  Pillow's  Official  Beport,  /MS.,  po^tf  8I0-*1. 

**The  reports  of  Major  Sumner,  commanding  Rrst  Battalion,  and  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Moore,  commanding  Second  Battalion,  which  I  have  the  honor  to  forward 
herewith,  will  show  in  what  manner  the  other  troops  and  squadrons  of  my  com- 
mand were  employed.  The  three  troops  of  horse,  brought  by  me  on  the  field, 
being  ordered  away  in  different  directions,  Major  SUiiNER  and  myself  soon  found 
ourselves  without  commands.  I  then  employed  myself  with  my  staff  in  rallying 
fugitives  and  encouraging  our  troops  on  the  left  of  the  main  road.  Major  SUMNSS, 
towards  the  close  of  the  engagement,  was  placed  by  the  general-in-chief  in  charge 
of  the  last  reserve,  consisting  of  the  rifle  regiment  and  one  company  of  horse,  and 
was  ordered  to  support  the  left.  This  force  was  moving  rapidly  to  take  its  post- 
tion  in  lineK)f-battle,  when  the  enemy  broke  and  fled  to  the  city.  At  tUs 
moment,  perceiving  that  the  enemy  were  retreating  in  disorder  on  one  of  the  nmin 
causeways  leading  to  the  city  of  Mexico,  I  collected  all  the  cavalxy  in  my  reach, 
consisting  of  parts  of  Captain  K£RR*s  company.  Second  Dragoons,  Captain 
Kearny*8  company,  First  Dragoons,  and  pursued  them  vigorously  until  we  were 
halted  by  the  dischar^  of  the  batteries  at  their  gate.  Many  of  the  enemy  were 
overtaken  in  the  pursuit  and  cut  do^^n  by  our  sabres.    I  cannot  speak  in  tenna 
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too  oompliznentaiy  of  the  maimer  in  which  the  charge  waS  execnted.  My  only 
difScolty  was  in  restraining  the  impetuosity  of  my  men  and  officers,  who  seemed 
to  vie  with  each  other  who  shonld  be  foremost  in  the  pursuit.  Captain  Kjcakny 
gallantly  led  his  squadron  into  the  very  intrenchments  of  the  enemy,  and  had  the 
midfortone  to  lose  an  arm  from  a  grape-shot  fLred  from  a  gun  at  one  of  the  main 
gates  of  the  capital.  Captain  MoRetnolds  and  Lieutenant  Guaham  were  also 
wounded,  and  lieutenant  Ewell  had  two  horses  shot  under  him/' 

Colonel  William  S.  Habnet*8  Official  JBeport,  Ibid,  page  847. 

"  Betnm  of  killed^  wounded,  and  missing  of  the  army  under  the  immediate  com- 
mand of  Majoi^General  Winfield  Scott  on  the  10th  and  20th  August,  1847. 

BABNEY'S   BBIGADB. 

Killed: 
^  First  Dragoons,  Company  9  C^JBArni's)— Privates  Patbick  Hart,  J  asses 

MCDOHALD, McBBOPHT,  JOUN  RITTEB. 

•  •••••* 

^  Third  Dhigoons,  Company  K  (McRbynoldb*)— PnTates  Edwabd  Cubtis, 
AuouBTUB  Bbbsoll,  Geobqb  Duveb. 

Wounded: 

**  First  Dtsgooos,  Company  F  (Kkabny's)—  Captain  Phzlip  Kearny,  severely, 
lo9t  left  arm;  Lieutenant  Lobimeb  Graham,  (Tenth  Infantry,)  attached^ 
severely. 

"Third  Dragoons,  Company  K  (Mc Reynolds*)—  Captain  A-  T.  McReynolds, 

severely  I  private Cowden." 

Senate  JBxeeutivo  Document,  No»  1,  December  7, 1847,  page  4SL 


/ 


CHAPTER    XII. 

HOME,      SWEET      HOMBt 

•  •  «  "  Behold  my  Bucceas  in  yoor  service/' and  the  Abbk  produced  a  long  lesther 
case,  richly  inlaid  with  gold. 

"  Faith,  Abbk,*'  said  1,  "  am  I  to  nnderstand  that  this  is  a  present  for  joar  ^dest 
papil?" 

'*  Ton  are,**  said  Montbeuil,  opening  the  case,  and  producing  a  sword ;  the  light  f^ 
upon  the  hilt,  and  I  drew  back  dazzled  with  its  lustre ;  it  was  covered  with  stonea^  appar- 
eutiy  of  the  most  costly  value.  Attached  to  the  hilt  was  a  lable  of  purple  velveti  on  which, 
in  letters  of  gold,  was  inscribed,       •       •       • 


Tls  a  sword  of  Spain  »•       •       •       • 

**  Behold  I  I  have  a  weapon: 
A  better  never  did  itself  sustain      * 
Upon  a  soldier's  thigh  I       •       •       • 

Othsllo. 

After  his  return  from  Mexico,  in  December,  1847,  decorated 
with  the  loss  of  his  left  arm,  and  honored  with  a  brevet — which  he 
kid  won  as  justly  as  ever  a  brevet  was  earned — ^for  distingoished 
gallantry  in  action — ^for  which,  alone,  such  a  distinction  should  be 
(conferred — ^Major  Kearny  was  on  recruiting  service  in  the  city  of 
New  York  from  !May,  1848,  to  July,  1851.  During  this  period,  fdr 
the  fii'st  time  in  many  years,  he  was  settled  down  in  the  midst  of 
his  few  surviving  relatives  and  many  friends,  and  happy  in  his  own 
home,  bmlt  on  a  portion  of  the  country  seat  of  his  great-grand- 
Ihther  on  his  mother's  side.  Honorable  John  Watts,  senior.  He 
used  to  speak  with  delight  of  this  period,  when  he  was  "  master  of  his 
own  establishment,  his  nice  garden,  and  pretty  play-ground  for  liis 
children,"  in  his  native  city. 

Duiing  his  sojourn  in  New  York,  a  compliment  was  paid  him  which 
he  always  seemed  to  regard  as  the  most  welcome  token  of  his  fellow 
citizens'  appreciation  of  his  military  services.  A  great  many  per- 
sons at  the  time,  especially  New  Yorkers,  did  not  think  tKat  the 
government  had  taken  sufficient  notice  of  Kearny's  gallantry 
at  the  Gates  of  Mexico.  Many  officers  had  received  two  brevets 
for  far  less  conspicuous  merit     In  fact,  such  was  the  injustiGe 
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sliovra  that  one  of  the  finest  officei-a  in  the  servitwj  returnod  hU 
Ifrevet  in  disgust.  PinLip  Ke.vrnv  waa  a  member  of  the  Union 
Clob,  a  body  of  gentlemen,  which  comprised  numbers  of  the  first 
men  of  the  city,  both  as  to  position  and  intelligence.  This  bo<ly  of 
representative  oitizena  determined  to  present  a  "  costly  and  snperh 
testimonial"  of  their  feelings  towawls  their  fellow-member  "  for 
gallantry  during  the  Meiican  War,  but  espodally  at  ChurulmBco," 
This  testimonial  waa  a  "magnificent  sword,"  which  was  indeed 
nugnificent  for  the  time  when  it  was  made.  As  a  rich  and  chnste 
specimen  of  art  it  h;i8  never  been  exceeded,  although  more  money 
haa  1>een  lavished  upon  similar  presentation  gifts  in  recent  years. 
"  The  guard  waa  formed  by  a  large  spread  eagle  in  gold,  holding  in 
il«  beak  the  head  of  a  serpent,  the  folds  of  which  constituted  the 
guard,  which  was  studded  with  agates.  The  handle  itself  waa  solid 
silver,  richly  chased,  and  it  was  fastened  to  the  blade  of  "the  ice- 
brook's  temper,"  orabesqned  and  polished  in  perfect  taste. 

"The  scabbard,  which  waa  also  of  sold  silver,  was  rclie\'ed  with 
ornaments  in  gold  and  etchings.  In  a  long  oval  was  a  sketch  of 
the  battle  of  Chanibnsco,  where  Captain  Kearnt  lost  his  left  arm, 
and  within  a  drole,  the  word  "  Chcbcbusco."  Upon  one  of  the 
banils  waa  a  representation  of  Hercules  crnabing  the  Serpent,  and 
on  soother  a  milit;uy  device,  admirably  arranged.  The  following 
inKTiption  shows  the  purpose  of  the  gift : — "  Presented  to  Captjuu 
Pinup  Keaent,  Jr.,  First  Regiment  U.  S.  Dragoons,  by  his  Friends 
snd  Associates,  members  of  the  Union  Club,  New  York,  1848." 

Tho  sword  was  enclosed  in  a  oaiiously  contrived  case  of  black 
walnnt,  which  was  worthy  of  the  weapon  it  contained. 

When  his  body  lay  in  state,  prior  to  his  interment,  in  the  parlor 
of  his  mansion  at  Belle  Orove,  this  sword  was  clasped  in  the  arms 
of  the  dead  soldier,  closely  pressed  to  that  bosom  which  liad  twice 
t^een  deoorated  by  the  hands  of  foreign  sovereigns,  for  the  same 
preeminent  eoldlerahip  that  won  the  exquisite  weapon  for  the 
CiUen  warrior — a  weapon  his  patriotic  right  arm  never  ag;un  ooold 
wield  for  the  country  he  loved  so  dearly,  the  ooimtry  for  which  he 
died. 


CHAPTER    XIII. 

THE  GOLDEN  OATE ;  AlO)  YICTOBY  ON  THE  B0GX7E  BIVKB. 

"Tausxkd  teuflbv  1  that  I  should  say  so,  and  so  like  to  be  near  my  latter  end,**  efaea* 
ated  the  Captain ;  but  under  his  breath,  **  what  will  become  of  us,  now  they  hATe  brought 
musketry  to  encounter  our  archers  f  ** 

Sm  Walteb  Soott'8  **  Legend  cf  Montftme,^ 

In  midsummer,  1851,  Keabnt  received  orders  to  join  his  com- 
pany in  California,  and  sailed  for  San  Francisco  in  Aogost  of  that 
year. 

Thither  he  was  not  unwilling  to  proceed,  as  he  wished  to  look 
after  some  very  large  investments  made  for  him  by  an  agents  but 
without  his  knowledge.  These  turned  out  very  unfortunately,  and 
swallowed  up  a  fortune.  Nevertheless,  as  lucky  in  his  daring  specu- 
lations as  in  his  military  dashes,  he  more  than  retrieved  the  losfi 
while  at  the  "  Golden  Gate." 

The  writer  has  reason  to  be  well  acquainted  with  all  these  circum- 
stances, for  to  him,  as  to  a  brother,  in  preference  to  aU  others  in  the 
world,  Phil  Keakny  came  for  assistance  in  difficulties  for  which  he 
was  in  no  way  responsible  in  honor  nor  called  upon  to  remedy, 
except  through  that  high  sense  of  chivalry  and  regard  for  his  name 
which  always  distinguished  his  actions.  Prostrate  from  typhoid 
fever  and  almost  powerless,  the  writer  was  still  happy  to  be  able  to 
accomplish  all  that  was  necessary,  and  this  fact  is  mentioned  simply 
to  demonstrate  the  mutual  confidence  and  affection  at  crises  which 
existed  between  his  cousin  and  himself 

It  was  during  this  period  of  Keaent's  residence  in  New  York 
that  he  experienced  that  attack  of  varioloid — ^taken  in  the  discharge 
of  his  duty — ^which  was  almost  as  severe  as  the  worst  form  of  small- 
pox. He  was  veiy  deeply  scarred  in  consequence  of  this  disease, 
and  through  it  a  complete  alteration  was  wrought  in  his  appearance. 
Not  only  were  his  features  affected,  but  a  complete  physical  change 
occurred.  From  this  time  forward  he  began  to  spread  and  develop 
into  that  magnificent  figure  of  a  trooper  which  attracted  the  atten- 
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tk»D  of  every  one  who  saw  him  as  he  lay  apon  the  embalming  table. 
From  this  time,  also,  that  reseioblance  between  the  cousiu9,  which 
bail  so  often  attracted  notice,  terminated,  and  waa  no  longer 
remarked. 

llajor  Pmup  Kearnt  had  scarcely  been  ti-ansfeired  from  the 
Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  coast  when  he  demonstrated  the  truth  of 
what  lias  so  often  been  claimed  for  liim,  that  he  soemed  destined  to 
shine  in  whatever  he  undertook.  His  summer  campaign  of  1851, 
against  the  Rogue  ffiver  Indiana,  waa  one  of  the  most  telling  blows 
ever  delivered  by  our  army  in  this  harassing  warfare.  These  sav- 
ages at  that  period  were  the  most  wicked,  most  warlike,  and  most 
difficolt  to  subdue  of  all  the  tribes  on  our  Pacific  coast.  \Vhnt 
rendered  them  more  formidable  was  the  fact  that  they  occupied  a 
district  which  intercepted  all  intercourse  between  Oregon  and  Cali- 
fornia i  scattered  along  and  across  the  direct  road,  north  and  south, 
oo  iho  banks  of  the  Rogue  Kiver,  which  drains  a  rugged,  monn- 
tainons  wilderness,  and  flows  as  a  general  thing  west  and  perpen- 
'  irto  the  coast,  emptying  into  the  Pacific,  twenty  miles  Boath 
•i  Orlbrd,  and  fifty  miles  north  of  Crescent  City, 
h  information  in  regard  to  this  expedition  is  derived  from 

Jdr-Gcnerai  Km-ca  Isgau.s,  Chief  Quartermaster  for  so  many 
campaigns  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  At  that  time  he  was 
slotionod  at  Fort  Vancouver,  on  the  Wasliington  shore  of  the 
Colnmbia  lUver,  where  he  fitted  out  Major  K£ar!«t.  To  use  his 
bngtuge,  "  thill  handsome  campaign  opened  that  country."  It  has 
often  been  commented  upon  with  surprise  how  Keaiint,  one-armed 
M  he  waB,  kept  his  saddle  on  all  occasions,  even  when  the  march 
Lay  along  mounts  tracks  most  dangerous,  and  oftien  seemingly 
iiopraotjcablo  for  a  soldier  on  horsebaek ;  tracks  difficult  enough 
for  the  sure  footed  mules.  The  principal  engagement  was  that  of 
tlic  Table  Rock,  laid  down  on  the  maps  as  Fort  Lane,  about  mid- 
way between  Koseburg,  north,  and  Crescent  City,  soutL  The 
former  (Roaebnrg)  Is  the  residence  of  Joe  Lane,  as  he  was  &mili- 
Briy  styled,  then  Governor  of  the  Territory,  who  wrote  to  Keasny 
oiie  of  the  most  flattering  letters  which  can  reward  an  officer  who 
ha«  succeeded  in  solving  a  difficult  and  dangerous  problem.  He 
gave  him  the  greatest  credit  for  the  ability  witli  which  he  had 
planned,  and  the  resolution  with  which  he  had  executed  his  opera- 
tions. The  fight  at  the  Table  Kock  was  a  complete  triumph.  It 
awed  the  savages,  pacified  the  district,  and  accomplished  the  great 
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object  in  vieTr,  making  tbe  route  safe  between  onr  ikrthest  twrtk- 
vegtern  territory  and  California.  On  this  occasion  a  very  gallant 
officer  fell — Cnptftin  Stewart,  wbo  passed  through  tbe  whole  Mexi- 
can war  with  distinction,  utisnathed,  to  die  at  tbe  hands  of  a 
able  Indian,  shot  through  the  body  with  an  arrow  by  that  savage 
whom  he  had  rushed  forward  to  save  from  the  just  fury  of 
troops.  The  torture  which  preceded  his  decease  moat  have  b 
terrific,  as  was  testified  by  his  reply  to  Major  EEAK^~y's  question, 
"Stewart,  are  you  Buffering  much  t"  "Suffering!  I  feel 
red  hot  bar  of  iron  was  thrust  tlirongh  my  bowels." 

Major  Keabnt  took  the  greatest  pride  in  the  letter  Thich  he 
received  from  Governor  Lake  of  Oregon  in  relation  to  these  engage 
menta  and  tlieir  happy  results.  Thia  letter  he  eslubitt-d  to  tha 
writer  when  nest  they  met  with  an  honest  exultation,  such  as  he 
seldom  displayed,  as  an  acknowledgment  of  his  able  and  bnlliant 
soldiership.  This  letter,  like  all  the  rest  of  the  testimonials  wiucb 
KKAR>nr  received  from  time  to  time,  is  no  longer  to  be  found 
As  soon  as  the  present  work  was  projected,  a  letter  was  addressed 
to  Governor  Lajje  in  the  hope  that  a  copy  of  it  might  have  been 
preserved  by  him.  The  following  ia  the  Governor's  reply,  but  it 
cannot  approach  the  concise  elegance  with  which  he  expressed  his 
oommendation  in  the  original  document : 

EoBBBUHO,  Or^oD,  ^ril  27lli,  180S. 

OiKEiUL  DB  PBISTER: 

Sin : — I  regret  my  iimbility  to  farnlah  job  a  capy  of  tbe  letter  ^on  meDdoii  Ea 
joara  of  the  2IbI  January,*  bnt  it  affords  me  pleasure  to  supplv,  a»  iwU  as  I  am 
from  memory,  a  brief  statomeat  o£  1^  oonduct,  iu  Oregon,  of  the  Ute  GbdcibI 


*  KiiT¥Diix.Na  WEiRimaTtan.JuiiurTlM.1Mt. 
C>«raor  jorareo  I.A»», /DTTMrtm  ofcoirf  lau,  OavtmornfOrKm: 

Bls^-Tbu  ponon  who  tddroKa  Ton  la  Uw  wnilii.  oo-balr.  and  bCugnpbcr  of  M«lnrG^wiU 
PbilipKuut.  About  U»yeul)IH.«m3.Bi7  itiiuiiidii,Oiiiietiil  Kiuun.IbsD  M>>r  rulud 
SUCea  DnMOOBMt  cudb  to  my  hunc  dd  the  UudioD-  having  juat  ntiimod  from  tti«  PkISc  Dotal  ■sd 
Ilia  OHoipklpi  B^Ebal  thD  Rogue  JUrer  Indluu^  wbloh  giro  i>aaco  to  thai  TerrMorT.    Ba  ahtfuvd 

credit  for  the  ability  with  ifvblrb  ho  had  plumod  Iho  expedition,  ojid  for  (be  Tlffor 
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J,  WATTS  Da  ftiygrea. 
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EeaiiXT,  the  iniporbint  reaulti  of  which  uidQced  from  mj aclf  Uio  lueriUid  compU- 
moDt  U>  wMch  vDu  nllndB. 

During  the  smamer  of  IBSI  Mnjor  Phii.  Eearnt  recdied  orders  to  proocod 
nitb  too  companies  of  United  Stales  Dragoons,  Captains  Stew abt  uicl  WalkbRi 
trom  OngOD  Co  some  point  in  Culifomia.  Ev  route,  be  wus  ttifgrniBil  of  a  recent 
■tUck  of  llie  Bogoo  ffivDT  ludiuiis,  in  wbich  they  succacdud  in  i^illlTig  quits  a 
nonibor  of  tiiiti«i3.  and  lining  other  mischiol 

These  Indians  wore  at  tlmt  time  the  most  warlike  and  foniudable  tribe  on  the 
Ptdd«  eooit.  Nerer  having  known  defeat,  they  were  excoedinglr  Imld  in.  tlidr 
doptvditjoni  upon  the  minen  and  settlent,  and  were  the  toiror  of  ull.  Major 
KrtHVTf  drtennined,  if  possible,  to  ^vethem  battle,  and  flaolly  foond  them,  tbreo 
liUQilmd  braves  strong,  in  the  occapatiou  of  an  exmlient  position.  Ho  ordered  an 
attack,  and,  af(«r  a  sharp  engagemeat,  snix^fded  In  dUlodging  them,  killing,  wound- 
Ing,  and  capturing  fifty  or  more.  It  was  heto  that  tha  lamented,  brave,  and  bril- 
Uant  Steitabt  fell.  Tie  Indians  retreated  acroBa  Bogne  RJTcr,  and  feeling  that 
ihej  liad  not  been  safGcieatlf  chastised,  tho  Major  coDclndcd  to  pnrsno  them,  audi 
oliilat  in  tha  proMcntion  of  this  purpose,  I  joined  him.  He  followed  nntll  the 
fiulfnm  iBodB  a  Btsnd  quito  fsvorable  to  themsolres  on  Ei'oaa  Creek,  about  thirty 
■Ijiles  distant  from  the  scene  of  thdc  tnt«  diaostcr.  Hero  he  again  attacked  them, 
killed  and  wounded  a  few,  and  oaptnred  about  forty,  among  (he  latter  a  very  iniport- 
-  ant  prisoner  in  the  person  o(  the  Great  Chiofa  fiivorito  wife.  By  menus  of  thia 
(sptBre,  and  these  aacceseea  an  advantageoaa  peace  was  obtained.  Being  an  oyo- 
triCMOs,  in  part,  of  Kbabmt's  movements  and  action,  I  can,  with  groat  tmth,  and 
da  oidi  no  less  pleaaare,bear  testimony  to  his  gallantry  as  a  soldier  and  bis  ability 
waiiAlHcer.  I  was  then,  and  still  am,acnsibte  of  the  great  good  secored  to 
Ongoa  bf  hU  i^evoments  at  that  particnlar  time. 
T«Qr  l«^ectfall;i  your  i>bedleDt  Beirui^ 
(8i£iMd) 


CHAPTER   XIV. 


KEABNY       A      WANDEREB. 

*•  And  from  his  native  land  resolv*d  to  go, 
And  visit  scorching  climes  beyond  the  sea.** 

BrBOM'8  *'ChUd4  EarcldT* 

**Yon  snn  that  sets  npon  the  sea, 
We  follow  In  his  flight ; 
Farewell  awhile  to  him  and  thee. 
My  native  hind— Good  Night  1" 

Bmoars  ^^ChHd4  Harold,'^ 


^'Sir,  to  a  wise  man  all  the  world's  a  foil: 
It  Is  not  Italy,  nor  France,  nor  Europe 
That  mnst  bonnd  me.  If  my  fates  call  me  forth; 
Yet,  I  protest,  It  Is  no  salt  desire 
Of  seeing  countries,  shifting  for  a  religion, 
Nor  any  disaffection  to  the  state 
Where  I  was  bred,  and  unto  which  Iow4 
My  dearest  plots^  hath  brought  me  out.^ 

B.  JoiiK80H*s  «*  VolponeJ' 

KEABNY  A  "W.VNDEREB. 

Afteb  that  gloriously  successful  campaign  against  the  Rogue 
River  Indians,  in  which  Governor  Lane  bears  such  explicit  testi- 
mony to  his  entei-prise,  gallantry,  and  efficiency,  Keabny  was  stsi- 
tioned  m  different  parts  of  California.  All  bis  own  letters,  which 
were*  exceedmgly  able  and  interesting,  have  been  either  lost,  mis- 
laid, or  destroyed ;  but  the  writer  has  been  able  to  find  a  series  of 
intimations  from  the  only  surviving  relative  on  his  mother  s  side, 
his  aunt,  in  which  his  movements  are  constantly  referred  to. 

In  one,  written  out  to  Europe  on  the  7th  October,  1851 :  "  I  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  Major  Phil  this  morning,  he  desires  remem- 
brance to  you ;  he  is  at  his  quarters  in  the  beautifrd  Valley  of  So- 
noma (in  Northwestern  California),  well  contented  with  the  balmy 
breezes  and  the  society  of  some  right  pleasant  officers — ^is  going  to 
take  a  look  at  Southern  California ;  expects  to  receive  the  accept- 
ance of  his  resignation  about  the  middle  of  this  month,  and  then 
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cornea  home.  I  am  sorry  for  thia ;  I  had  set  my  henrt  upon  yonr 
meeting  him  on  the  lop  of  the  Pyramida ;  now  yon  mast  not  go 
UQtil  next  year,  when  yon  and  PniL  can  take  a  fresh  start  fi'om 
New  Tork.  I  think  that  will  be  dclightfuL  We  can  all  think  serious- 
ly aboat  it  when  the  Major  oomes  to  New  York." 
■  On  the  14th  Kovember,  the  same  correspondent  wrote :  "  I  have 
received  another  letter  from  the  Major;  stitl  enjoying  himself  to  the 
fiiU,  expecting  now  daily  to  hear  that  bis  resignation  is  accepted, 
and  be  off  to  France  by  ivay  of  China,  India,  and  Egypt;  a  snug 
way  to  get  to  Paris.  He  has  a  great  deal  of  military  parade,  guard- 
mounting  at  nine  and  a  half  in  the  morning,  dreaa  foot  parade  at 
retreat,  with  trumpets  sonnding,  sometimes  with  full  band  (military 
doings),  from  day-break  mittl  nine  at  night,  tattoo.  His  advicfe  to 
bare  a  post  established  at  a  certain  point  has  been  approved 'by 
General  Hitchcook  (Fort  Lane,  on  the  Rogue  River  scene  of  his 
▼ictoryt)  on  hia  visit  to  Oregon." 

Keaeitt's  next  letter,  dated  14th  November,  1851,  spoke  ofstuling 
the  ne«  day  in  the  United  States  sbipmf-war  Vincennes,  as  a  guest 
of  the  Commander,  Captain  Hudson,  to  the  Sandwich  Islands,  from 
thence  to  proceed  to  China,  Calcutta,  Bombay,  where  he  expected 
lo  arrive  in  April,  1852. 

As  intended,  he  sailed  in  the  Vincencea,  for  China,  stopping  on 
the  wny  at  the  Sandwich  Islands.  On  the  7th  December,  1851,  he 
was  at  Hooolnln.  "He  had  the  upper  and  second  story  in  a  new 
oolto^  with  a  piazza  running  around ;  the  native  family  (a  chiefs) 
occapleil  Iho  lower.  Ho  breakfasted  with  them,  or  in  his  own 
npaKmcnts,  and  dined  at  a  French  restaurant  The  Vincennes,  a 
nobli:  ship,  sCmck  the  trade  winds  in  four  days,  then  went  on  dash- 
ingly, making,  for  hours  at  a  time,  twelve  knots." 

Hence,  Kearst  went  round  the  whole  world,  nod  met  with  a 
great  many  strange  and  interesting  adventures.  Hevlaited  n  great 
many  places,  whither  Americans  very  seldom  go,  except  in  the  pur- 
suit of  gmn.  He  appears  to  have  stopped  at  Ceylon,  and  on  his  re- 
turn was  full  of  his  stories  of  strange  lands,  but  always  declared 
that  he  had  seen  no  such  scenery — which  united  all  those  beauties, 
which  afforiied  liim  the  most  pleasure, — as  the  banks  of  the  North 
River  immediately  opposite  the  glorious  Catskilla. 

Again  and  agmn,  while  at  Tivoli,  and  standing  on  our  ]>iiio. 
clothed  shore,  with  our  magnificent  mountains  before  his  eyes,  our 
m^e«tio  river  at  his  feel,  and  the  murmur  of  air,  of  trees,  and  of 
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waveawhiBpering  music  in  his  ears,  he  was  wont  to  exclaim :  "  I  have 
been  throughout  tlie  world,  and,  after  all,  when  I  get  back  here  and 
look  around  me,  1  feel  I  have  seen  nothing  more  beautiful,  nothing 
80  beautifiil  elsewhere."  Or,  as  he  remai-ked  at  another  tlnie,  "The 
more  I  gaze  upon  this  scenery,  the  more  it  satisBes.  One  can  dwell 
in  its  midst,  or  return  to  it  a§;ain  and  again,  without  ilB  tiring.  It 
is  satisfyingly  lovely.  Always  the  same  in  its  features  and  effeds, 
yet  ever  changing  in  its  expression,  and  ever  presenting  some  new 
or  hitherto  unnoted  charm." 

In  the  spring  of  1853,  Keabkt  was  in  Paris,  where  the  writer 
met  him  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  the  society  of  the  distinguished 
ofGcers  with  whom  he  had  served  under  the  torrid  sun  of  Airica, 
and  with  whom  he  was  destined  to  serve  again  under  the  scarcely 
leaa  burning  sky  of  Italy — soldiers  in  the  highest  sense  of  the  word, 
who  appreciated  him  as  a  glorious  type  of  an  American  soldier.  One 
of  these  was  that  cavalry  General  Moiuus  so  often  mentioned  in 
orders  for  brilliant  feats  of  arms.  When  Kearkt  first  knew  Mm 
he  was  Major  of  the  Chasseurs  d'Afrique.  Since  that  time  he  had 
risen  to  the  rank  of  General  of  Division  in  the  Cavalry  of  the  Im- 
perial Guard.  Between  1840  and  1653  he  had  distingnished  him- 
self on  numerous  occasions,  particularly  at  the  capture  of  the  Sm»- 
lah  (camp)  of  Aed-ei.-Kai>er,  at  the  battle  of  Isly,  snd  in  the 
Crimea.  Eeabkt  was  attached  to  his  staff,  as  volunteer  ud,  at  the 
battle  of  Solferino. 

Although  decorated  by  the  loss  of  his  arm,  and  by  aniveraal 
accimm  a  brilliant  cavalryman,  few  men  bore  their  honors  with 
more  diffidence.  For  a  man  who  had  done  and  seen  bo  much  H 
ICeaknt,  his  deportment  was  entirely  devoid  of  ostentation.  It 
w.oB  at  this  time  that  he  introduced  the  writer  to  one  of  the  beet 
artillery  officers  in  oar  service,  a  man  of  rare  gifta,  an  able  and 
fluent  writer,  whose  correspondence  is  well  worthy  of  preservation, 
for  the  beauty  of  its  descriptions  of  scenery  as  well  as  the  elegance 
of  its  stylo.  This  officer  also  published  an  admirable  trunslatjoin  <if 
a  French  political  work  which,  if  the  ordinary  class  of  our  miaer- 
nhle  politicians  ever  read,  might  have  served  as  indications  to  en- 
able them  to  avoid  the  shoals  on  which  our  country  was  aeariy 
WTCcked  in  1860-*61.  When  the  writer  began  to  collect  notes  for 
this  work,  a  letter  waa  received  from  the  party  immediately  before 
alluded  to,  an  extract  from  which  is  extremely  interesting,  oe  it 
refei-s  particularly  to  the  time  when  all  three  met  in  Paris : 
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"Tour*  *  *  *  requesting  to  be  informed  of  anj  uiciJcnts  in  tlielifa  n( 
OftrantI  Kkarkt  •  *  has  just  l^eon  received.  I  regret  that  I  nni  not 
■bio  to  fomiBh  yon  with  any  that  wonid  protmbly  l-e  possessed  with  any  genenil 
iotcrm.  My  intcrronrBe  with  liim,  though  not  infraquent  during  onr  period  of 
inilltjiiy  lervice,  wa»  always  of  a  casuul  Datura  ;  yet  I  saw  hint  iu  iiianr  trnitu  of 
duumct^T  that  won  my  esteeni  uul  kind  regiinl.  He  was  tuurkud  by  a  gcDcmns 
diapoiitiuD,  exhtUting  itxelf  at  titui^  in  an  nffevtitit;  inooii  of  wK  Dbandonnienl, 
ukl  even  desulueness,  which  wm  calculated lo gire  ODoa deep nnd attractive  inter- 
•rtiuhim.  He  had  same  of  the  very  best  troitsof  the  soldier:  hewaa  gallant, 
rnnMlIona,  devoted,  en terprlang,  decided,  nod  cmbued  with  a  thorough  love  for 
Uil  profesaiou.  Though  possessed,  in  oiany  respects,  of  sound  sense  and  good 
julgmeot,  yet  there  oni  some  inddente  of  h,ia  life,  known  to  me  only  io  vogue, 
■etwral  outline,  that  seem  to  border  on  the  romiiutie,        •        •        • 

It  was  io  tbn  sprint;  of  18S3,  1  think,  that  he,  Liouteannt  Bankiieas,  of  the 
KoTT,  nnd  myself,  were  at  ■  reception  of  English  and  Americans  given  by  the 
Emptror  Xaimi^boh  111.,  at  the  Tuilleries.  I  was  much  struck  at  tlia  bearing  ol 
Major  Kbarkit.  He  hod  then  left  the  service,  bnt  still  bore  the  title,  and  for  the 
(KTlnoD,  wtore  the  uniform.  He  was  introduced  to  the  emperor  by  our  own  min- 
iater.  Mr.  ItlVES;  and  when  but  name  and  serviros  were  being  mentioned,  he 
ahnmk  •■  if  from  modesty  and  bashfnlaess,  althongh  a  lost  ami  showed  that  ho 
hod  not  shrank  in  the  faco  of  the  enemy,"        •        •        • 

Kkaickt  subaeqncntly  retnnied  to  the  TJnited  States,  and  devoted 
eODsiderable  time  to  erabelliBhing  hia  country.aeat,  Belle  Grove, 
which  he  had  recently  purchased-  It  is  on  the  Pasauie,  imme- 
diat«Iy  opposite  to  Newark,  aiid  on  its  commanding  site  he  after- 
words ooDstnicted  hia  elegitut  mouaion,  which  he  gradually  fiUed 
with  the  tinest  ataluory  and  choitx'st  paintings.  For  his  means, 
K)UittSY  was  a  nionificent  patron  of  American  art,  and  his  collection 
mnlalncd  si?veral  masterpieces  of  native  chisels  and  pencils.  Their 
aggregate  display  he  never  lived  to  enjoy,  for  he  had  scarcely 
broaght  them  together  in  his  New  Jersey  home,  wlien  he  resumed 
hb  uniform ;  and  it  is  very  doubtful  if,  living,  he  ever  had  an  oppor- 
tnnity  to  admire  all  his  gems  of  art  together,  although  the  body  of 
the  hero  lay  in  state  surrounded  by  thorn. 

An  enthusiast  in  everything  he  undeitook,  it  was  about  tiiis  time 
that  he  turned  his  attention  lo  the  finest  wool-hearuig  sheep.  In 
th«  wlection  of  his  animals  he  spared  no  eiqiense,  nnd  it  is  doubtful 
if  there  was  a  finer  flock  for  its  sixe  in  the  United  States. 

Ue  also  paid  some  attention  to  cattle,  but  it  woidd  seem  that  hia 
inv'estments  in  this  line  were  not  fortunate.  One  certainly  was  not, 
and  he  very  soon  relinquished  the  idea  of  forming  and  mnintaining 
a  herd.  He  visited  the  writer's  neighborhood  several  times  to  exam- 
lue  the  inagniticent  Devons  at  "  The  Meadows,"  owned  by  the 
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brothers  Wainwright,  both  of  whom,  like  Kearny,  relinqaished 
the  sweets  of  happy  homes  to  serve  and  save  theu'  country.  The 
elder,  William  P.  Wainwrigiit,  a  Christian  gentleman,  commanded 
the  Seventy-sixth  New  York  Volunteers,  a  very  fine  regiment,  with 
great  distinction.  The  younger,  Charles  S.  WAIN^VRIGIIT,  a  very- 
able,  practical  man,  commanded  the  First  New  York  Artillery,  a 
coi'ps  surpassed  by  none  in  the  service.  Both  breveted  Brigadier- 
Generals  for  gallant  and  conspicuous  semce,  survived  the  friend 
whom  they  admired.  We  shall  see  the  younger,  referred  to  by 
Kearny,  as  displaying  unusual  gallantry  and  capacity  at  the  battle 
of  Williamsbm-gh. 

Kearny  always  and  earnestly  desired  to  Settle  on  the  banks  of 
the  North  River.  Several  of  the  sites  which  were  the  objects  of 
his  choice  are  for  natural  positions  and  peculiar  charms  unexceeded 
by  any  in  the  most  beautiful  district  of  the  Hudson,  between  Hyde 
Park  and  the  boundary  line  between  Duchess  and  Columbia  Coun- 
ties. One  of  these  sites  is  the  prominent  Turkey  Point  on  the  west 
bank  of  the  River,  about  three  miles  below  Saugeities.  Kearny 
never  desired  to  settle  in  New  Jersey,  and  he  did  not  actually  begin 
to  build  on  the  Passaic  until  he  found  himself  unable  to  purchase 
any  one  of  the  places  which  suited  his  taste  on  the  Hudson.  Con- 
cerning this  the  wi'iter  can  speak  with  certainty,  for  his  own  agent, 
at  the  request  of  Keakny,  was  emj)loyed  to  negotiate  and  attempt 
the  purchase  of  one  magnificent  site  in  Red  Hook  and  another  in 
Hyde  Park.  Besides  these,  a  number  of  others  were  examined,  and 
in  two  cases,  Kearny  offered  higher  prices  than  were  actually  re- 
alized for  the  same  property  afterwards,  when  sold. 

It  has  oflen  been  the  occasion  of  remark  that  Kearny  did  not 
visit  the  Crimea  to  witness  the  siege  of  Sebastopol  1853-'5.  This 
is  easily  explained.  His  business  required  his  attention  after  hifl 
return  home  in  1853  in  consequence  of  his  frequent  and  protracted 
absences,  and  he  was  detained  for  a  long  time  in  consequence  in 
this  country.  Subsequently  accident^ — severe  injuries  from  the 
fall  of  his  horse  through  a  bridge — and  circumstances  beyond  his 
control  prolonged  his  stay  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic.  Iji^thing 
but  insurmountable  obstacles  would  have  kept  him  from  witnessing 
and  participating  in  the  gi*and  drama  of  suffering  and  peril  in  the 
ti-enches,  and  on  the  blood-stained  heights  before  Sebastopol.  The 
atmosphere  of  such  a  chai-ge  as  that  of  Balaklava  would  have  been 
as  congenial  to  his  instincts  as  fire  to  the  fabled  Salamander,  or  to 
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the  actaal  "  Salamander,"  the  nickname  applied  to  the  British  Gen 
eral  CcTTs,  of  Kino  Wiluam's  Wmb,  whose  elemeDta  seemed  to 
be  danger  and  the  exclianging  fires  of  opposing  batteries  and  lines. 
Keabxt,  however,  was  one  of  those  restless  dispositiona  whit-h 
ouinot  brook  any  repose,  however  charming,  provided  it  aiTorded 
none  of  that  excitement  which,  to  him,  was  the  very  breath  of  hia 
nostrils.  lie  suddenly  started  off,  in  1856,  to  be  present  at  the  cor-  , 
ODotion  of  the  Emperor  Aijixandeb  at  Moanow,  and  nothing  could 
exceed  his  graphic  description  of  the/etea  which  attended  the  cere- 
mony. He  seemed  to  experience  a  vivid  satisfaction  in  his  recol- 
lection of  the  military  displays  in  which  he  participated  and  the 
pomp  of  which  he  was  a  spectator.  He  also  made  a  tonr  tiuvugh 
8paiu,  and,  previonsly,  to  prepare  himself  for  it,  applied  his  energy 
to  mastering  the  Spanish  languaga  Tliis  was  characteristic  of  the 
man,  and  although  the  tvriter  cannot  speak  with  certainty  as  to  all 
Ihe  foreign  tongues  which  he  understood,  he  was  certainly  profi- 
cient in  French,  and  was  acquainted  with  the  Italian  and  Spanish — 
veiy  likely,  the  German  also,  in  a  less  degree,  since  he  took  a  great 
ileal  of  interest  in  the  military  matters  of  Germany,  and  visited 
Prague,  to  be  present  at  some  grand  reviews  which  wei-e  held  near 
that  dty.  It  is  very  curious,  but  when,  in  1852,  the  writer  reported 
in  &Tor  of  the  gray  uniform  and  system  for  the  designation  of  rank, 
which  in  many  respects  was  identical  with  that  adopted  by  the  Re- 
bels, this  color  and  system  recciveil  the  full  endorsement  of  Kearny, 
who  dwelt  with  emphasis  on  the  superior  advantages   of  grey," 

•  •  •  '  BLin  U  DDW  (ISM)  tbg  Dttlaaal  mllllarT  color  of  Doarlj  tbD  whsiD  cItU-' 
Iced  irerld.  Tb^  troltcd  SUtea.  Franca,  Bolglum,  BallanO.  Sneclen.  rrutgta.  Greece.  Svtit- 
Snland.  mvctbI  ot  the  mlnoi  Oennan  Statai.  Spain  and  Great  BriUin,  1q  maur  branches  at 
UidiHiTkea,  Niptea.  SUle«Df  ttiBChorcli.  Pledmaot.  TDBCany,  Turkej'.nndeTCFDTDiiIs, 
liav*  tdopted  the  flarlr  blueeoat,  with  some  llllle  rtlflernneeor  otnoneiH.    Wbalobjeutlon 

Ol  Kew  Tork?  Hone  la  more  beantlfnl  or  ilrlkln^  than  (he  uld  natluonl  obkt,  faced  end 
tHmned  wKh  bright  jdIIow  lomewhat  (Imllarto  tliu  drm  ot  the Vplligenra.  orFoot-Rlfle- 
nim  [S«  1  in04,  O.  S.  Aimy  Regulslloiu  IS17).  Tbe  Trruliiae  and  Aoatrlan  RIBeraeu. 
Uk*wUe  Ihe  Uodf^neK.  wear  a  almllar  grey  with  a  absde  of  blue,  which  niakee  k  vorrolm- 
pl•aBdtlBDdl(^no■al^  Ukewlfe  the  Noble  Oaard  o(  Tnncany.  With  tbair  gold  embroi- 
dery mdepleiidld  appolDUnout*.  the  lalter'swaa  the  richetl  unlfona  •  •  •  ibruad. 
A  Utft  btnUh'irrer  tnalc.  and  darker  pantalouna,  conslltate  tlie  audieia  nnUonn  of  Aus. 
trtUI  OoMni  Omcml.  But  a  month  alneo,  and  the  Eneltah  War-Uiiiieti;  adopted  ■  grey 
nntform  fur  theli  Light  Infanliy  and  RUlg«.  lerr  sliuliai  to  that  ol  tbe  Aoicrian  Cscdatutl. 
«t  BhirpabooteTa. 

IimHSraj.  the  coat  lighter  than  the  trongerii.  vroald  make  a  tory  btndioniii  nnlfonn  for 
om  generali  and  etsff-oDlcere,  and  at  onee  dl«ilngulEih  thum  troin  the  rcgnl*™  of  iM|nal 
gnim.  Aa  it  la  abroad.  aocBfitomeiJ  conatanllj  to  aoe  the  nnltorm  of  tbe  Untied  Slam 
AfBy  UUl  ViTy,  II  la  loipuuBlble  for  loielgn.ofllcen  to  appiodale  tlio  liUUng  changoa 
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founded  on  what  he  had  observed  at  the  grand  Austrian  reviews 
He  laid  particular  stress  upon  the  rapidity  with  which  the  powder 
smoke  swallowed  up  lines  in  grey,  and  rendered  them  invisible  to 
an  antagonistic  force.  That  this  was  the  fact  had  previously  been 
shown  by  experience  and  statistics. 

In  1859  and  1860,  Kearny  resided  in  Europe,  and  in  the  latter 
year  Edwin  de  Leon,  "late  confidential  agent  of  the  Confederate 
Department  of  State  in  Em-ope,"  in  his  "Secret  History  of  Confede- 
rate Diplomacy  Abroad,"  admits  that  Kearnt  rendered  important 
service  to  the  Loyal  North  while  in  Paris.  This  is  l^is  language : 
"While  the  inten'egnum  in  the  diplomatic  representations  lasted, 
by  the  lagging  on  the  stage  of  the  reluctant  veterans  of  Mr.  Buch- 
anan's Ministers,  before  the  new  ones  had  arrived  to  represent  the 
views  and  wishes  of  Mr.  Lincoln's  administration,  one  Minister 
made  himself  wonderfully  active,  at  both  the  English  and  French 
foreign  offices ;  and  in  other  places  where  public  opinion  was  to  be 
influenced-     This  was  Mr.  Sanford,  then,  as  now,  Minister  to  Bel- 

wbich  designate  the  State  service  This  often  places  a  State  officer  in  an  anpleaaant  posi- 
tion, land  renders  a  long  and  embarrassing  explanation  necessary,  nnlesa  he  wishes  to 
practice  deception  and  sail  under  false  colors. 

Over  and  above  the  many  cogent  reasons  arged,  *  *  the  following  addi- 

tional  redommendations  may  not  be  without  weight  At  morning  and  evening  twilight; 
in  foggy,  muggy,  and  rainy  weather,  a  body  of  men  thus  clothed  would  be  nndistfngnish- 
able  at  a  very  short  distance,  and  amid  the  smoke  of  battle  they  would  be  swallowed  up 
at  once  in  the  clouds  of  kindred  hue.  Grey  and  yellow,  or  gold,  form  the  richest  dress  in 
the  world;  without  bullion,  it  is  the  cheapest,  taking  into  consideration  Its  serviceability* 
it  is  national  to  a  great  degree,  and  last,  not  least  certainly,  itisthe  least  fatal  to  its  weartr. 
Grey,  It  is  stated,  was  the  uniform  of  the  English  troops  in  the  reign  of  William  IIL, 
and  is  now  again  adopted  by  the  Light  Infantry  on  account  of  its  suitableness  for  corps 
exposed  to  practiced  marksmen,  and,  themselves;  assigned  to  the  dangerous  daty  of  sharp- 
shooters. It  is  now  worn  by  the  Austrian  riflemen,  and  good  reasons  must  have  dictated 
the  choice,  for  it  was  not  appropriate  to  any  province  of  the  Empire. 

"It  would  appear,  from  numerous  observations,  that  soldiers  are  hit,  during  hattle, 
according  to  the  color  of  their  dress,  in  the  following  order :  Bedy  the  most  fatal ;  ("  ovr 
scarlet  is  more  distinguishable  than  any  other  color  (Battt's  "  Campaign  of  1615, 
pagelW);  the  least  fatal,  Austrian  grey.  The  proportions  are:  red,  IS/  r^fie-green 
7  /  brown  6  /  Austrian  bluish-grey,  6."    (Jaxesom's  Journal^  No.  106.) 

General  PmLiP  Kearny  stated  that,  during  a  sham  fight  he  saw  at  Prague,  in  Bohemia, 
in  1861,  in  which  seventeen  thousand  men,  with  thirty-four  pieces  of  artillery  and  a  rocket 
brigade  were  engaged,  he  was  particularly  struck  with  the  admirable  fitness  of  the  grit 
DBE88  of  the  Austrian  riflemen,  of  which  a  full  battalion,  about  one  thousand,  were  act- 
ing as  skirmishers ;  at  times  invisible,  when  the  powder-emoke  rolled  over  the  field,  dis> 
appearing  in  its  curling  clouds  on  account  of  the  simUarity  of  their  uniform,  and  again 
appearing  when  least  expected  like  phantoms,  as  the  breeze,  aided  by  the  movements 
the  combatants,  drove  aside  the  sulphurous  canopy.  He  added,  he  was  astonished  at  thi 
facility  with  which  they  were  lost  to  view,  and  that  uniforms  of  grey  cloth,  for  riflr^eo^.  s: 
had  not  been  maintained  in  this  as  well  as  in  every  other  country  where  military  propriety^fl^ 
orappropriatcness  of  dress  is  the  object  of  constant  and  scrupulous  attention.**  Brigad\ 
Oeneral  ns  Pxtsteb's  JSeport  of  1853 ;  Eglaibiub  11,  page  8L 
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ginm,  but  wbo  gave  himself  &  roving  commissioD,  and  worked  ia- 
dofatig^ly,  some  eaid  obtrosively,  on  the  Northern  aide.  So  om- 
Dipreseut  and  so  brisR  waa  he  in  hia  moTementa,  that  some  wicked 
wag  dabbed  him — the  'Diplomatic  Flea;'  and  though  perhaps  open 
to  the  eharge  of  over-zeal,  or  oflieiousness,  he  certainly  was  one  of, 
if  not  the  most  effident  advocate  of  the  Northern  cause  in  Europe, 

"Ge!JERal  Frehost,  who  was  then  in  Europe,  also  thi-ew  the 
Trliole  weight  of  his  name  and  influence  on  the  Northern  aide,  as 
tlitl  also  Qen.  Pnn.  Kearkt,  whose  aocial  quaHUen  had  given  him 
injluence  in  certain  circles  in  France.  The  great  horde  of  Ameri- 
cans resident  abroad  possessed  but  little  weight  or  influence,  either 
C'oni  intelligence,  culture  or  distinction  of  any  kind,  Tliey  were 
chiefly  people  of  good  incomes,  who  left  home  because  they  fomid 
thcnifielves— or  imagined  themselves  (good) — of  more  couseqnenee 
abroad ;  and  at  the  commencement  of  the  war  it  was  rathci' 
riieir  style  (1)  to  affect  sympathy  with  the  Southerners,  as  representing 
the  more  aristocratic  side"  tBETTEit). 

It  is  very  curious,  but  equally  true,  that  in  whatever  character, 
Kr.iKsv  undertook  to  slune,  ho  always  played  his  part  welli  hia 
hospitality  was  princely,  his  equipages  and  horses  inferior  to  none 
In  style,  beauty,  and  qualities.  His  taste  was  chaste  and  elegant, 
xnd  in  hia  appredation  of  the  beauties  of  nature,  nothing  could  ex- 
ceed his  delight  in  them  or  his  judgment  in  the  selection  of  poiuta 
of  view.  Since  his  resignation  in  1851,  his  wanderings  wore  worthy 
of  a  more  lengthy  notice,  for  he  reveled  in  perils,  in  the  ^'atifica- 
tton  of  his  instiacts,  from  which  the  majority  of  even  the  boldest 
men  wonld  have  shrunk,  or'  at  all  events,  have  but  rarely  indulged 
their  fanciea.  It  is  very  unfortunate,  as  noted  more  than  once  be- 
fore, that  hia  correspondence  between  1851  and  18C1  seems  to  have 
entirely  perished,  since  Keakst  wrote  well,  and  described  what  he 
Bsw  conoiaely  but  with  a  pecaliar  force,  which  rendered  his  descrip- 
Uona  "  word-pictures."  H.*id  he  ever  written  a  book,  it  would  have 
been  a  g.illcry  of  word-pictures,  for,  as  he  often  dechired,  the  people 
of  oar  day  demand  and  will  not  be  satisfied  with  any  other  style 
«f  writing. 

Thus,  all  the  pains  possible  have  been  taken,  to  follow  the  hero 
of  this  akotch  throughout  all  his  various  wanderings,  and  it  is  to  b-i 
regretted,  for  the  iake  of  the  render,  that  so  few  data  from  the  hand 
of  ICcAiort  have  rewarded  the  dihgent  search  made  for  them. 
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Judging  from  what  has  been  preserved,  or  what  still  lingers  on  the 
memory,  they  would  have  amply  repaid,  perusal,  and  his  letters 
alone,  edited  with  care  and  judgment,  would  have  constituted  in 
themselves  not  only  an  agreeable  and  instructive  book,  but,  like 
Michelet's  ^Life  of  Litther" — constructed  almost  entirely  from 
his  correspondence— would  have  presented  the  best  word-portrait 
of  Eearnt,  and  the  most  attractive  and  satiaiaptQzy  lustaxy  of  his 
remarkable  career. 


CHAPTER    XV. 
ITALIAN    CAMPAIGN    OP    1869. 

KEARNY  AT  SOLFERINO. 

••In  thy  faint  Blumbcre  I  by  theo  have  watched. 
And  heard  thee  marmur  talcs  of  iron  war ; 
Speak  terms  of  mantle  to  thy  bounding  steed ; 
Cry,  coarage  I  to  the  field !  and  thoa  hast  talk'd 
Of  sallies  and  retires ;  of  trenches,  tents. 
Of  pallisadoes,  frontiers,  parapets ; 
Of  basilisks,  of  cannon,  calverln. 
Of  prisoners  ransomed,  and  of  soldiers  slain. 
And  all  the  current  of  a  heady  fight** 

•*  The  shining  images  of  war  are  fled, 
^     The  fainting  trumpets  languish  in  my  ear, 
The  banners  f  url'd,  and  all  the  epringtly  blazo 
Of  bumlsh'd  armor,  like  the  setting  sun. 
Insensibly  it  vanished  from  my  thought/* 

Young's  "Busnua." 

Paris,  14th  July,  1859. 
My  two  months'  absence  has  been  all  that  a  military  man  could 
have  desired — a  school  of  such  grandeur  as  rarely  occurs,  even  her^ 
in  the  Old  World — and  the  drama  has  been  complete. 

"Leaving  Paris  the  day  after'*  (10th  June)  "the  emperor,  I 
arrived  just  two  days  before  him  (14th  July). 

"  I  have  roamed  about  everywhere,  and^i^i  the  daj/  of  Solferino^ 
J  was  7iot  only  present  with  the  line  of  our  cavalry  skirmishers^ 
(but)  as  well  in  every  charge  that  took  place.  That  day  I  was 
mounted  from  six  in  the  morning  till  eleven  at  night — scarcely  off 
my  horse  even  for  a  few  minutes — depend  on  it,  he  was  a  good  one. 
The  cavalry  of  the  guai'd  came  up  some  sixteen  miles  in  full  trot 
and  rapid  gallop  to  take  our  places,  under  fire ;  for  there  was  a  gap 
we  had  to  stop.  I  remained  until  I  saw  the  Mincio  passed  and 
Peschiera  invested,  and  the  whole  Austrian  army  demoralized  and 
broken  up. 


cc 
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"The  night  before  the  battle  I  had  a  miraculous  escape,  having 
been  inveigled  by  false  guides  into  the  midst  of  the  Austrian  masses.* 

"  There  are  seven  American  officers  following  the  Piedmontese 
army.  I  am  going  to  the  baths  of  Homburgh  for  awhile.  Paris 
is  very  warm,  more  so  than  I  have  ever  known  it.  My  health  has 
been  excellent  until  I  arrived  home.  When  at  Turin  I  had  a  cottp 
de  soleil. 

"  The  peace  has  taken  us  by  surprise — it  is  in  consequence  of 
some  underhand  and  revohitionary  moves  of  Count  Cavour,  which 
the  emperor  had  to  put  a  stop  to. 

"Very  truly,  yours,  "PmLL." 

When  General  Kearny  returned  from  Italy,  while  in  conversatioa 
with  the  writer,  he  expressed  the  utmost  admu*ation  for  the  French 
army,  and  their  doings  at  Solferino,  he  seemed  to  feel  that  the 
Austrians  might  have  won  the  battle,  or  maintained  their  positioDy 
had  they  held  out  with  greater  tenacity  or  been  aware  of  the  condi- 
tion and  dislocation  of  the  Allies.  The  reader  may  remember  that 
quite  a  stampede  was  reported,  just  as  occurred  at  Wagram  in 
1809,  and  according  to  the  journals  some  of  the  French  troops  did 
not  stop  imtil  they  reached  Brescia.  The  presence  of  Napoleox 
III.  in  front  of  Solferino,  at  the  crisis,  electrified  the  French,  and 
a  renewed  attack,  fed  with  fresh  troops,  carried  the  keypoint  of  the 
Austrian  position.  Then,  the  scale  long  poised,  declined,  deciding 
the  victory  against  Francis  Joseph. 

The  letter  with  which  this  chapter  opens,  written  within  three 
weeks  after  the  great  battle  to  which  it  refers — a  battle  in  whieh 
General  Kj:arny  so  distinguished  himself  as  to  win  (a  second  time) 
the  cross  of  the  Legion  ot  Honor — covers  the  whole  ground;  tells 
the  whole  story. 

Kearny,  like  others  of  his  race,  was  a  very  unequal  man  in  his 
conversation.  At  times  he  was  particularly  reticent,  and  seldom 
prone  to  narrative.  In  refen-ing  to  his  military  service,  he  usually 
alluded  to  it  incidentally  and  as  a  means  of  illustrating  a  qnestion 
under  discussion,  or  to  give  point  to  an  argument,  rather  than  directly 
as  a  matter  in  which  he  was  personally  interested. 


*  General  Ksabnt  had  jnst  such  another  hair-breadth  escape  after  Glcndale,  80th  Joim^ 
1SC2,  and  at  Chantilly«  1st  September,  1863,  a  eimilar  plange  into  the  skirmish  line  or  Unoa 
of  the  Rebels  cost  him  his  life.  DoubtlesSt  it  was  his  previous  immunity  made  KxAiurr 
feel  that  he  bore  a  charmed  life. 
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It  ia  very  donhtfulif  he  himself  ever  kept  much,  if  any,  record  of 
hifl  •ervicet"  When  it  pleaaed  him  lo  shiue  in  convei-siition,  he 
shone,  but  ttnless  he  chose  to  talk  upon  the  subject  of  iiia  own 
scdoction,  under  the  spur  of  some  imitiediatflly  ocourriiig  excite- 
ment, he  retired  within  himself  or  chatted  on  indifferent  Bubjecla. 
Thia  may  have  been  real  modesty,  because  he  did  not  wish  to  seem 
to  Ixtaat  of  what  he  had  passed  through.  In  this  he  very  much  re- 
Kmbled  the  Count  Lippe,  so  often  refeiTed  to  as  his  foil  This  is 
the  principal  reason,  perhaps,  why  sw  little  is  known  of  ihe  details, 
as  for  as  regarded  himselt;  of  the  great  events  in  which  he  par- 
ticipated. 

To  those  who  watched  the  course  of  operations  in  Northern 
Italy  in  1 859  with  any  interest,  or  remember  what  ooeurrod  in  that 
inomentoua  campaign  of  about  two"  months  and  a  hiilf,  it  will  be 
apparent  that  the  Auatrians  in  the  mitiative  collisions — like  the 
army  of  the  Potomac  in  t4io  many  cases — were  defeated  rather 
through  tlie  dements  of  their  own  leaders ;  through  the  meddling . 
of  the  central  government!  through  the  unusual  wet-weatlier,  and 
Ctom  the  fact — which  told  so  often  against  our  forces  in  the  South — 
thai,  m  a  rule, — oert-iinly  aa  long  as  they  were  west  ct'  Milan,  and 
always  as  regarded  the  inhabitants  of  cities,  towns,  and  Iwge  villages 
— thuy  (the  Austrians)  were  fighting  in  the  midst  of  a  population 
boHtile  to  them,  and  friendly  to  the  Allies — a  population  which  did 
aH  they  could  to  deceive  the  one,  and  assist  the  other  with  reliable 
information. 

General — then  Slajor — Keaent  was  fully  able  to  judge  of  the 
difficulties  which  attended  tlie  prebminary  mcvementa  of  tlie  AuB- 
tHauB.  The  spring  of  1859  waa  one  of  flooding  rains  and  f'resbeta, 
in  a  country  more  susceptible  than  almost  any  other  to  inundations. 
The  Austrians  were  greatly  blamed  by  those  who  pretended  lo  be 
judges,  as  well  as  by  the  majority  of  quidnuncs,  for  not.  advancing 
at  ODoe  to  Turin  and  dictating  terms  to  the  King  of  Sardinia.  This 
Opinion  is  such  as  might  be  expected  from  parties  not  acquainted 
with  the  theatre  of  wnr-t    Doubtless  the  Austrians  might  have 


•  On*  at  bit  (rlBnil*,  who  served  w 

lb  him  Id  Moiioo.  tai 

sltcrward*  Mioel»led  wUH 

Un  la  rirti.  wmuttd  Id  ■  lutloi-- 

fhlBMrvtce  Id  AIeU™, 

I  ItDowhnt  mtle;  aloiplf 

thM  )M  t*nti  u  M  offloer  In  the  Fre 

ch  Fivitry.  I  belie'i,  <ui 

d  tbm  U>  nlL    1  doiidl  ovon 

wtarlbBr  ha  UlBwlf  tnr  kopt  mncb  r^ 

Old  at  It,"    ThD  umc 

abacrvitloQ  holiJa  gooil  to 

l^itliotv  ant. 

QnnnJi,  iiDil  tha  Freaeh 
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moved  with  more  energy,  but  th.it  energy  would  have  been  incoiw 
aiateat  with  a.  methodical  methoil  of  carrying  on  war  aceording  to 
prinoipli^s  nnd  rules  of  strategy,  with  the  diBpoeition  of  the  people 
ami  with  the  constitutional  characteristics  and  traditions  of  thi^ 
army.  Had  they  plunged  forwuvd  into  a  country  intersected  by 
rivers  and  streams,  which  in  very  raiay  seasons  overpass  their 
bouuda  and  convert  whole  dtatricts  into  vast  shallow  lakes,  tbe 
wliole  army  might  have  been  caught  in  a  trap  and  so  entirely  mined 
that  the  Allies  could  have  blockaded  their  fortresses  aod  taken  po»- 
Bession  of  whatever  they  deemed  eipedient,  or  that  the  Germnn 
Confederation  would  have  permitted. 

The  theatre  of  war  on  which  the  French  and  Sardinians  first 
encountered  the  Austriaus  ia  said  to  be  one  which  was  seldom  Vmv^ 
ersed  by  tourists,  but  was  visited  by  General  Kearny  in  18S4,  ia 
just  such  a  wet  season  as  in  1850.  The  following  remarks,  con>- 
piled  from  a  Journal  kept  at  that  time,  may  be  interesting  to  show 
the  obstjtcles  which  impeded  the  movements  and  operations  of  the 
AiiBtriiins  without  hampering  the  couutcr-openitions  of  the  Allies, 
whose  lines  of  supply — ^railroads  and  capital  highways — both  refil- 
ing on  secure  bases,  were  not  affected  by  the  same  extraonliimry 
dilliculties  as  those  of  their  enemy. 

Kb-vrst  could  thus  judge  fi^om  personal  observations  of  the  ter- 
rible iiniiediments  to  military  movements  which  result  fi-om  long 
continued  and  excessive  rain  la  the  greater  part  of  the  basin  or  low- 
lands between  Turin  and  Milan.* 

In  Au^fit,  1634,  Keiarnt  started  from  Genoa  for  Milan,  intend- 
ing  to  cross  the  Simplon  Into  Switzerland,  but  was  compelled,  oa 
reading  the  Larfo  MaijgVore,  to  turn  back  upon  Turin,  by  way  of 
Novara — where  Radetgzkt  defe.ited  the  Sardinians  in  1849.  He»vy 
rains  preceded  and  accompanied  this  journey.  It  is  needless  here 
to  dwell  ui>ou  the  loveliness  of  the  scenery  through  which  he  climbed 
to  the  summit  of  the  Apenniues,  since  the  interest  of  the  matter 
on  hand  begins  with  his  arrival  upon  the  monotonous  plains  of 
Lombardy,  when  tlie  intervening  summit  shut  out  the  last  gtimpam 
of  the  azure  Mediterranean.  Soon  at\erwards  the  party  looked 
upon  a  turbid  flood,  or  lagune,  into  which  the  overflowings  of  the 
rivers  had  converted  the  level  country  as  far  as  they  ooold,  we. 


n  ibnaM  bear  la  i 


iMlplii,  Ib  keiit  wltl 


Wliile  amid  the  mountiiins  tlioy  had  echoed  each  other's  :tdmir.ition 
*f  the  effects  of  a  heavy  thunder-storm — whose  beneficinl  results  in 
**mpering  the  nir  rendered  their  ride  the  more  deli glilfiil,  while  tlie 
'"^verberatioHB  rolling  through  the  gorges  seemed  like  answering 
•^ars  of  parks  of  artillery — little  dreaming  that  the  consequene^a  of 
''frma,  such  as  had  broken  upon  them  and  varied  the  nttractions 
^'Ihe  journey,  would  render  its  proaecuticn  impossible.  As  soon 
**  tie  party  came  in  ai^ht  of  the  Scrivia,  lljey  found  that  instead  of 
*'  WsigniGcunt,  fordable  stream,  it  was  jTiahing  furiously  towards 
'W  1*0,  and  had  been  converted  into  a  Slissis^ippi,  covering  the 
''wmtry  for  one  league  on  either  side  of  its  usual  channel ;  the 
"Mgljboring  villages  rising  up  in  the  midst  like  so  many  miniatures 
*f  V"enii;eL  Some  distance  beyond  Novi,  where  the  more  elevated 
pwojids  subside  into  the  level,  on  the  spot  where  Joubekt  was  de- 
"■teO  by  SrwARROw  and  sliun,  in  1799,  ICeakny's  carriage  met 
P^wtiliona  who  had  just  traversed  the  ground  with  the  King  of 
"  m^mberg.  They  informed  him  that  many  of  the  bridges  wore 
'ander  water,  and  that  they  had  been  compelled  to  pass  one  at  full 
S^Uop,  fearing  it  would  give  way  before  they  cou]d  get  over.  In 
Aany  places  the  road  was  hub-deeps  the  fertile  fields  were  hidden 
***eath  ft  tawny  flood,  and  where  it  had  subsided  from  an  even  still 
e^eattr  pre^-ions  rise,  slima  and  sand,  brought  down  from  the 
*>ounuilns.  disfigured  their  cultivation.  Turning  aside  towards 
Aleacandria,  the  driver  sought  to  avoid  the  innndatJou  by  a  raoro 
elevated  detour  and  by  a  country  road,  but  found  that  he  had  not 
"*tU»reil  his  condition,  so  directed  his  horses  again  towards  Tortona, 
*her«  the  bridge  was  still  praoticablo.  The  sitnation  was  by  no 
■"^CSiiB  satisfactory,  and  Kearny's  party  were  actually  stunned  by 
ttio  exaggerated  accouuta  of  the  freshet.  Arrived  at  the  Bridge  of 
Tortonu  it  wits  with  difficulty  the  travellers  were  permitted  to  pass, 
Tbciw  was  the  last  carriage  over,  and  prints  in  the  writer's  posses- 
ion at  this  day  are  stained  with  the  muddy  water  whioh  invaded 
ttw  tnutks  on  the  rack  behind  and  under  the  box  in  front.  En- 
gineers m  charge  of  the  long  bridge  across  the  ScrivLo — about  one 
tbonsand  feet  in  length — were  in  doubt  if  it  had  not  already  yielded 
•omewhat  to  the  violence  of  the  stream,  which,  as  the  tourists  hur- 
"M  acTOBs,  roared  against  the  abutments,  and  wet  them  with  its 
""Hn,  It  waa  no  agreeable  promenade,  for  at  intervals  the  struo- 
'""•^  W^hich  must  have  been  very  strong  to  resist  the  current, 
"'"wlod  beneath  the  shock  of  trees  and  timber,  brought  down 
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sgainBt  it,  as  if  they  had  been  so  many  battering  rams.  Beyond  the 
river,  the  causeway  was  knee-deep  with  water,  running  so  violently 
that  it  was  difficult  at  times  to  keep  straight  ahead.  The  bed  of  the 
Scrivia  at  low  water  is  a  vast  waste  of  gravel  over  1,23D  feet  wide; 
tha  stream  itself  being  ordinarily  from  300  to  400  feet  in  Avidth." 

The  night  Krvrvy  arrived  at  Tortona  the  waters  subsided,  and 
thence  to  Milan  the  route  was  uninterrui)ted.  Tliis  shows  Ijow 
suddenly  the  affluents  of  the  Po  swell,  overflow,  and  subside.  As 
regards  the  Po  itself,  a  Piedmontese  soldier,  engaged  as  a  servant, 
related  that  while  eneramped  with  several  battalions  upon  the  ii|>per 
part  of  that  river,  it  rose  so  suddenly  in  one  afternoon,  that  had 
not  the  commanding-general  received  notice  of  its  menacing  aspect 
from  a  peasant,  the  whole  force  must  have  been  overtaken  in  the 
night  and  many  drowned. 

Prom  Tortona  the  road  continued-  throu^rh  a  low  countrv,  inter- 
sected  by  many  torrents,  whose  passage  always  presents  dangers  in 
rainy  seasons.  The  trees  and  cirops  were  ever  present  proofs  of  the 
wetness  of  the  rank,  although  fecund,  soil,  which  is  scaixely  drained 
]>y  a  network  of  canals.  At  the  willow-gi'own,  marsh-bordered 
Po,  the  travelers  found  the  country  people  repau'ing  a  bridge  of 
boats,  four  of  wlilc-h,  t<;)gother  with  a  mill,  had  been  carried  away 
by  the  freshet.  Botli  the  Po  and'  Ticino  were  so  swollen  at  thia 
time  that  they  seoined  almost  impassable  barriers  to  the  moye- 
nients  of  any  largo  body  of  troops. 

Continuiu'j^  tli'j  journey  on  northwards  from  Milan,  along  the 
Oloua  and  Ticino,  Ki:  vuxy  and  his  friends  arrived  at  Arona,  onlj 
to  find  the  town  so  invaded  by  the  Ztdfjo  Maggiore  that  they  were 
forced  to  go  ashore  from  the  carriage  as  from  a  boat,  by  means  of 
a  plank  resting  upon  a  sill  of  the  Hotel  della  Posta.  Here  they 
learned  that  the  passage  of  the  Simplon  was  impossible ;  that  rains 
had  occjisioned  such  destruction  tliat  bridges  and  whole  villages 
had  been  swept  away ;  and  the  party  were  actually  compelled  to  re- 
trace their  steps  towards  Turin,  to  get  across  the  Alps  by  Mount 
Cenis. 

Keakxv  w;i3  now  about  to  traverse  the  very  gi-ound  fought  over 
by  the  present  belligerents,  which  had  been  the  arena  of  the  world 
since  Haxxibal  halted  under  the  immense  cypress  of  Somma,  said 
to  be  two  thousand  live  hundred  years  of  age,  under  which  Kearxt 
had  stood  a  day  previous.  This  wondei*ful  tree,  one  of  the  largest  of 
its  species  known,  stands  on  the  field  on  which  (B.C.  217)  that 
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strategist  of  the  world  defeated  the  drenched  and  half-fioaeo  legions 
of  SciPio,  for  the  cooteat  took  plaoe  iu  winter.  Twentj-tliree  feet  in 
girtli,  it  rises  to  the  height  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-one.  H.\s- 
KiDAL  reposed  onder  it,  Jur.ids  Ccsar  visited  it,  and  Napcileos  re- 
spected it,  altering  his  road  to  spare  such  a  living  monument  of  the 

From  Arona,  Kearny  traveled  through  Oleggio  toNovara,  who3o 
fortifications,  once  so  important,  were,  in  1834,  partially  dismantled. 
Between  this  place  and  Oleggio,  the  road  was  bordered  by  rioo 
field:!  and  swamps,  which  render  the  oonntry  oold  and  unhealthy  to 
its  peculation,  and  mortal  to  strangers.  Thence  to  Turin  the  coun- 
try changed  its  character,  and  became  at  times  woody,  varied,  and 
Utracttve. 

Having  thus  traversed  the  western  portion  of  the  fighting  ground 
of  1859,  Keahxt  knew  from  actual  survey  that  it  was  not  wonderfiil 
that  so  little  had  been  accomplished  by  the  Austriana.  The  best  jjroof 
of  the  admirable  engineering  of  the  invaders  was,  that  they  dl<l 
move  their  hundred  thousand  troops  and  maintain  them  in  a  coun- 
try which,  in  a  rainy  B&ison,  resembles  the  bottomless  lands  of  the 
Netherlands,  and  in  often  oonvertcd  into  a  district  as  much  the  do- 
minion of  water  as  of  solid  ground. 

Such  wore  the  difficulties  which  the  Anstrians  had  to  encounter 
when  hostilities  commenced,  or  rather,  at  the  only  time  when  a 
forwai>l  movement  could  have  placed  them  in  the  heart  of  the  Sar- 
dinian territory,  and  mode  them,  with  energy  and  generalship, 
maaters  of  tlie  Bttuation.  A*  American  le.iders,  however,  will 
tlunhtleaa  Uke  but  little  interest  in  a  carapaijfu  which,  grand  as  it 
»TW^  w:w  dw.irfed  by  oar  own  great  civil  irar  of  four  years,  and  by 
the  "  Seven  Weeks'  War,"  in  which  Prussia  inflicted  a  much  more 
orerwholtuinj;  defc.'it,  at  Sadowa,  in  1866,  upon  Austria,  than  that 
of  Solferino,  in  lSo9,  the  following  remarks  will  be  confined  to  the 
prlou^al  collisions  along  the  route  upon  which  the  Emperor,  the 
Imperial  Guard,  and,  consequently,  Ke.irxi-  o]>erated. 

Tlio  following  table  of  comparative  chronology  of  the  events  of 
tho  two  campaigns  in  Italy,  1800  and  1850,  conducted  by  the  two 
Kmperors,  Napolkox  I.  (while  First  Consul)  and  Napoleon  HI., 
may  lie  of  interest,  although  there  is  no  comparison  between  them 
m»  to  the  ability  shown.  Tho  campiugn  of  1800  was  a  stroke  of 
gimiin,  based  upon  a  plan,  to  which  three,  if  not  four  of  the  fine><t 
tnUitajy  minds   in   Europe,   Cabnot,    Moi!£Ar,    Maaescot,    ajid 
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Buonaparte,  contri})uted  their  ideas.  Several  generals  of  great 
ability  co-operated  with  the  suggestion  of  their  especial  experiences ; 
among  tliese  latter,  Maumont,  to  whom  was  due  the  successful 
transportation  of  the  artillery  across  the  Alps.  The  campaign  of 
1859  displayed  no  genius,  but  a  great  amount  of  brilliant  and  des- 
perate fighting,  in  which  the  talents  of  experienced  officers  conld 
be  brought  to  bear  with  combined  power  under  the  direction  of  a 
supreme  authority,  endowed  with  uncommon  common-sense,*  or  the 
faculty  of  profiting  to  the  utmost  by  the  peculiar  gifts  of  counsellors 
and  subordinates. 

Keakny  joined  the  French  army  at  Alexandria,  and  there,  with 
his  usual  liberality,  gave  a  grand  dinner  to  the  c  fficers  with  whom 
he  was  associated — what  the  medieval  war-hero  might  have  termed  a 
"festival  of  swords,"  but  those  of  the  present  era  must  more  appropri- 
ately style  the  "  festival  of  missiles."  As  KEAitNY  was  attached  to  the 
Cavalry  of  the  Guard,  he  took  no  personal  part  in  the  subordinate 
engagements,  although  he  was  an  eye-witness  of  all  that  opportunity 
permitted,  and  a  keen  observer  of  the  events  of  the  compaign.  An 
American  gentleman  who  accompanied  him  to  Italy,  writes  that 
even  "in  Paris,  he  (Keakxy)  was  much  distinguislied  for  the  accu- 
racy of  his  knowledge  of  military  afiiiirs,  and  his  acquaintance  with 
the  strategy  of  the  modern  wars."  With  these  facts  established, 
what  a  pity  it  is  that  his  correspondence  from  Italy  in  1859,  has 
disappeared  beyon<l  recovery,  in  an  equal  degi'ce  with  the  report 
of  his  experiences  under  the  same  flag  in  Algiers  in  1840. 

•  **  Sound  sonee  is  better  thnn  abilities."— Wellington,  8th  AasQst,  1813.    "Commoii 
Bcnse  is  superior  to  genius."— Paschal. 

1800.  1&59. 

May  6th.— Napoleon  I.— First  Consul  left  May  10th.— Napoleon  left  Paris. 

Paris  for  Geneva.  "      18th.— Ills  arrival  at  Genoa. 

"   14th-30th.— French  Army  crossed  Monnt  **     15th.— Napoleon    IIL  at    Alexandrlm 

St.  Bernard.  with  his  array.    One  hundred 

**   80th.— Napoleon  L  crossed  Mount  St  and  fifty  thousand  Ffeuch  ia 

Bernard.  Italy. 

*•    8l8t— Sixty  thousand  French  in  Lorn-  "     20th.— Battle  of  Montebello. 

hardy.  ^^l**!*  (-Ensrajfcments  at  Palestro. 

Jane  2d.— Napoleon  I.  entered  Milan.  J^no  Ut.  \      °  »      ^"''•» »"  '^•"«»"^. 

♦*     9th.— Battle  of  Montebello,  in  the  Pass  "  4th.— Battle  of  Magenta. 

of  the  Stradella.  "  7th.— Napoleon  III.  entered  Milan. 

*•   14th  -Battle  of  Marengo.      Death  of  "  9th.-<;ombat  of  Mcle^nano,    having 
Desaix.                                                                conquered  Lorabardy  In  forty 
**   15th.— Convention  of  Alexandria,  bar-                          days,  dating^  from  the  daj  lui 
ing  reconquered  Italy  in  forty                          joined  the  army, 

days.  ••  21th.— Battle  of  Solferino. 

July  2d-3d.— Napoleon  I.  back  in  Paris.  July  10th.— Peace  of  Villa  Franca. 

"  16th.— Napoleon  IIL  back  in  Partly 
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Notwithstinding  the  disciplino  of  the  opposing  nrmies,  which 
onght  lo  h.ivo  been  (lerfeut  if  mere  drill  couM  enaure  jieriectJon, 
the  fact  is  worthy  of  note,  that  the  Austrions,  two  hundred  ami 
fifty  thnusiind  atrong,  appeared  to  have  no  settled  pSati,  and  in 
almost  every  caso  the  antagonists  happenerl  to  meet  "  when  no 
genci-a!  battle  was  expected,"  just  aa  the  Federals  and  Rebela  ran 
into  each  other  at  Gettysburg,  Moutebello  vesnlted  from  a  recon- 
iioiiis,tnce  on  the  part  of  the  Austrians;  Magenta  grew  out  of  a 
eombination  of  accidental  ou'cumatances,  as  far  as  its  magnitude 
wna  concerned ;  and  Solferino  likewiae.  Tliia  is  the  view  of  one 
who  followwl  the  armies,  who  constantly  refers  to  the  "  atrango 
tnrticsof'tho  Allies,"  "  the  alackneas  of  pursuit ;""  remarlca  that  they 
"did  what  they  had  done  all  along — advanced  in  the  track  of  iho 
AostrtaiM,"  and  compares  this  "advance,"  which  ought  to  have 
been  at  sharp  following-up  of  a  worsted  enemy,  to  "  a  military 
promenade  in  a  rich  country,  by  easy  stages,  not  yet  too  hot,"  and 
in  another  place,  *'to  an  agreeable  promenade  in  the  park."  The 
strategical  movements,  aa  regarded  time,  might  be  set  down  as 
•'perfect  iailurca." 

Throwing  aside  the  skirmishes  and  actions,  which  actually  bad 
Mttle  or  no  effect  upon  the  main  campaign,  there  were  only  threa 
battles  fuiiglit. 

In  the  first,  Montebello — 20th  May — the  Allies  had  every  reason 
lo  plome  iheniselves  on  the  result.  It  was  a  fair  stricken  field,  and 
the  Aiixtriana  were  woi-steJ  in  their  trials,  with  every  arm,  and  in 
every  position. 

Tliis  first  action  occurred  npon  a  theatre  whose  glorious  recollec- 
tions must  have  inspired  a  people  much  less  alive  to  such  impres- 
uona  than  llie  French  with  almost  invincible  courage.  It  was 
npon  the  same  field  of  Montebello  that  Lanties  and  Yicron,  on  tho 
9lli  June,  1800,  defended  tho  Pass  of  Stradella,  a  strategic  key- 
polnlr  against  the  Austrians,  and  enabled  the  French  forces  to  con- 
centrate for  the  battle  of  Marengo,  fought  five  days  afterwards. 
This  viciiiry  waa  due  more  to  Des.vix — who  purchased  it  with  bis 
life — and  in  a  lesser  degree  to  Kellermak,  the  younger,  and  Mar- 
UOKT,  than  to  Napoleon  L  The  latter  could  not  agi'ee  for  many 
years,  either  upon  what  took  place  or  even  wliat  he  wanted  to 
appear  should  have  taken  place.  The  defeat  of  the  Austriami, 
however,  whether  due  to  Dksaix  or  to  Napoleon,  gave  the  wliola 
of  Fieilmont,  Lombardy,  and  the  Milanese  into  the  hands  of  the 
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French,  and  as  Kbllerman  said  upon  the  field,  of  his  charge,  it 
placed  the  Imperial  Crown  upon  the  head  of  the  first  Napoleon, 
whose  nephew  and  successor  was  awaiting  the  issue  of  the  conflict 
of  Montebello  at  almost  the  same  distance  from  the  immediate  field 
of  action  as  his  uncle  fifly-nine  years  previously. 

Tlie  credit  of  this  victory,  won  20th  May,  1859,  although  it  must 
be  shared  with  the  Sardinian  cavalry,  whose  charges  were  brilliant, 
was  due  in  a  gi'eat  measure  to  General  Forey,  who  had  fallen,  in 
some  degree,  under  the  displeasure  of  Louis  Napoleon  in  the 
Crimean  campaign.  Tliis  General  amply  redeemed  himself  Ameri- 
cans will  remember  him  for  his  capture  of  Puebla  in  Mexico,  16th- 
19th  May,  1863,  for  which  he  was  raised  to  the  dignity  of 
Marshal. 

Montebello  was  a  battle  of  charges  and  counter-charges — yeij 
much  of  the  same  stamp  as  Ligny,  1815,  which  was  won  by  hard 
fighting.  This  contest  is,  moreover,  remarkable  fi*om  the  fact  that 
the  French  reinforcements — ^like  those  of  the  Rebels  under  Kirbt 
Smith,  whose  arrival  decided  the  first  battle  of  Bull  Run,  2l8t  July, 
1861,  In  their  favor — were  brought  to  the  very  field  in  nil- 
road  trains,  and  that  the  troops  actually  commenced  a  desultory 
fire  upon  the  enemy  from  the  windows  of  the  cars. 

The  battle  of  Palestro,  although  creditable  to  the  Sardinians  and 
their  King,  and  to  the  Zouaves,  was  comparatively  a  side  issua 

At  Magenta  the  grapple  Wiis  long  and  doubtful.  As  at  Torgau, 
in  1760,  as  at  Marengo  in  1800,  the  Austrian  commander-in-chief 
telegrai>hod  in  mi<l-battle  the  gain  of  a  victoiy.  Everything  turned 
ui>on  the  profitable  employment  of  time.  As  at  Aspem  in  1809, 
the  (pioation  was  purely  one  of  capacity  to  follow  up  a  success. 
Tlie  slow  Austrian  was  again  no  match  for  the  quick  Frenchman, 
who  profited  by  the  respite.  ^loreover,  the  Austrians  lacked  such 
men  as  t>ur  Inc^alt^  to  su}>ply  them.  They  displayed  great  intre- 
pidity, but  th(^  fought  on  empty  stomachs.  The  French  brought 
up  fresh  troops  on  decisive  points,  and  hurled  them  upon  troops 
phx'sioally  and  morally  exhausted,  and  so,  throughout  the  history 
of  the  two  nations,  immense  battle-fields  were  decided  at  particular 
|x>ints  by  mere  fractions  of  the  hosts  engaged.  For  a  long  time 
the  n^^ult  was  verj'  doubtful.  General  McMahon,  created  ^larshal 
and  Duke  of  Magenta,  '*saveil  the  French  army,"  and  decided  the 
victory,  which  was  soartvly  a  victor}-,  if  the  Austrians,  accordinir 
to  custom,  had  not  abandoned  the  field  before  the  question  was 
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wholly  fou5:ht  out  The  moment  they  commenced  to  retire  the 
elT«Wt  wns  the  same  aa  though  they  had  been  thoroughly  defeated. 
At  Solferino— 24th  June — at  oue  time  sffiurs  went  very  much 
as  at  our  6rat  Bull  Run,  while  the  hnid  fighting  lasted,  and  the 
Bligh(«8t  inclination  in  the  scales  of  fortune,  either  one  way  or  tlie 
other,  might  have  decided  the  rceult  differently.  Aa  at  Wugratn, 
in  1809,  a  panic  was  reported  in  the  rear  of  the  French.  General 
KB.\nsT  tilwitys  said,  while  he  exalted  to  the  skips  the  courage  and 
oondiiet  of  the  French,  that  it  waa  a  "touch  and  go"  matter,  and 
Hint  if  the  advantages  enjoyed  by  the  Auatriana  had  been  duly 
employed  as  they  should  have  been,  the  victor)'  must  have  remained 
■with  them.  It  waa  very  much  like  Gettysburg,  with  a  different 
v^esult.  The  Austriana  occupied  a  fine  position,  and  if  the  hearta 
of  their  men  had  been  in  their  work,  aa  thoae  of  the  Army  of  the 
fotomac  were,  four  years  afterwarda,  in  their  work,  Italy  would  not 
nov  be  a  United  Kingdom. 

The  French  were  altogether  aa  confident  and  determined  aa  tlie 
Il«!>cla  s  their  heart  waa  in  the  business  before  them,  and  they 
triawplictl.  Had  onr  troops  held  the  heights  of  Solferino,  the 
mperiority  of  the  men  would  have  compensated  for  the  inferiority 
of  iheir  leaders.  Solferino  realized  the  remark  of  Hajoi'-General 
BKCKwrni,  B.  A,  a  Waterloo  veteran :  "  That  every  battle  comes 
down  tn  the  Jaat  ten  minutes,  and  that  army  wins  which  has  ten 
mhnit«8  the  moat  fight  m  it"  Keaknv,  throughout  life,  always 
fcomcd  to  have  not  only  the  decisive  ten  minutes  fight  in  him,  bnt 
ten  lainutes  more  to  spare.  "llad  the  Auatrians  fought  at  Solferino 
as  tlie  English  at  Inkerman,  "a  soldier's  fight,"  aa  the  English  com- 
mander admits,  the  French  would  not  have  had  the  ghoat  of  a 
chance. 

Tltis,  the  decisive  battle  of  the  campmgn,  in  many  respects 
reaeiubled  our  third  day's  fight  of  Gettysburg,  provided  the  ridge 
we  occupied  had  formed  a  comparatively  ataiglit  line  of  ten  or 
twelve  miles,  instead  of  a  fish-hook  of  not  over  five  miles  in  the 
cxUtnt  of  its  curve.  The  Sardinians  occupied  the  same  relative 
potition  as  the  corps  of  the  rebel  Ewell  ;  Bknedeck's  corps  repre- 
■enting  our  extreme  right  on  Gulp's  HilL 

Besciisck  waa  posted  not  fur  from  Lonato,  where  the  first  Boka- 
T\RrE,  on  the  3d  August,  1796,  signalized  himself  by  frightening 
iiiur  thousand  AuBtriana  into  laying  down  their  arms  to  a  dctnchmtnt 
of  about  twelve  hundred  French.    The  knowledge  of  this  exploit 
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must  have  steeled  the  nerves  of  the  Sardinians — ^many  of  whose 
forefathers  served  under  Napoleon  I — ^to  an  intrepidity  akin  to  swh 
high-souled  determination.  Castiglione^  a  little  to  the  northwest 
of  Solferino,  was  the  scene  of  one  of  the  French  Republican  vic- 
tories of  the  same  date  as  the  preceding.  This  is  credited  to 
Napoleon,  but  in  reality  was  due  to  Augereau.  When  Bona- 
parte "spoke  only  of  retiring  across  the  Po,  it  was  on  the  earnest 
remonstrance  of  Augereau  that  the  resolution  of  marching  against 
the  enemy  was  adopted."  Augereau's  resolution  led  to  the  vic- 
tories of  Lonato  and  Castiglione,  and  when  that  General  was  made 
a  Marshal  and  a  Duke,  his  title  was  derived  from  the  latter,  the 
fi«ld  of  his  victory.  Here  again  the  Austrians  threw  up  the  game 
before  it  was  decided,  and  their  subsequent  retreat  proclaimed  the 
triumph  of  the  French. 

The  Heights  of  Solferino  were  to  the  Austrians  what  the  prolon- 
gation of  Cemetery  Ridge — where  Webb  met  the  shock  and  fury 
of  the  top  high-tide  wave  of  the  "  Slaveholder's  Rebellion  " — wtus 
to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 

Pickett's  charge  was  a  repitition  of  the -onset  of  the  Foot  Chafl- 
seurs  and  Volunteers  of  the  Imperial  Guard,  which  succeeded, 
captured  the  key-point,  pierced  the  Austrian  center,  and  decided 
the  battle.     Pickett  failed  for  the  very  reason  that  Manesql-e  suc- 
ceeded.    The  Army  of  the  Potomac  saved  itself     Intuitively  the 
Union  troops  streamed  to  the  menaced  point  to  feed  the  fight.     On 
the  contrary,  the  Austrians  did  not  reinforce  or  replace  the  ex- 
hausted defenders  of  Solferino.     Their  army  went  to  ruin  in  con- 
sequence, just  as  the  Ai*my  of  Northern  Virginia  would  have  gone 
to  ruin  then  and  there  on  that  3d  July  afternoon,  had  Picketts* 
repulse  been  followed  up  with  energy ;  fully  justifying  the  remark  of 
the  rebel  sympathizer,  the  British  Colonel  Freemantle  : 

"It  is  difficult  to  exaggerate  the  critical  state  of  affairs  as  they 
appeared  about  this  time.  If  the  enemy,  or  their  general,  had 
shown  any  enterprise,  there  is  no  saying  what  might  have  happened. 
General  Lee  and  his  officers  were  evidently  fully  impressed  with  a 
sense  of  the  situation." 

In  this  battle  the  Austrian  cavalry  played  the  same  part  as 
BuFORD  in  the  disastrous  fight  of  Oak  Ridge,  1st  July,  1863. 
John  Buford,  to  your  honor  let  it  ever  be  remembered,  that  with 
your  cavalry  division  of  2200  men  (A.  B.  J.  152)  you  held  at  bay  one- 
tliird  of  Lee*s  army  until  the  Fu'st  Corps  came  up ;  fought  Id  support 
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of  tbe  infantry  a!!  throagh  that  sultry  eummer  day ;  and  when  all 
seemed  to  have  gone  to  wreok,  yon  presented  such  au  impoeing 
iront  to  tlie  snuceasfiil  enemy,  aa  enabled  the  beaten  troops  to 
ettiibliah  tliemsdveB  on  Cemetery  Ridge!  "The  steadfast  front  of 
Bl'fokd's  cavalry  in  the  flat  to  the  left,  of  our  position,  deterred  tlie 
enemy  from  pursning." 

The  Austrian  cavalry  exhibited  the  flame  aelf-sacrificing  devotion. 
The  Brigade  Mensdorff*  boldly  advanced  into  the  plain  ofMedole, 
on  the  Austrian  left,  to  draw  the  fire  of  tbe  French  artillery  npon 
it,  and  thus  to  estricate  the  Austrian  artillery — subjected  to  a  front 
and  flank  fire — from  tbe  awkward  position  in  which  it  found  itself. 
The  cavalry  succeeded  in  this  act  of  noble  devotion,  and  accom- 
plished its  object,  although  at  a  heavy  loss. 

About  2  p.  M.  the  cavalry  of  the  Imperial  Guard,  under  Morris, 
to  whose  staff  Kearnt  was  attached,  came  up  to  relieve  the  Second 
Corps,  McMahon,  fill  the  gap  left  by  the  advance  of  that  corps, 
anil  connect  the  Fourth  Corps,  under  Marshal  Niel,  with  the  Tliird, 
under  Casrobkrt.  This  advance  of  this  magnificent  body  of  horse 
,WM  represented  in  a  spirited  sketch  from  the  pencil  of  M.  R.  de  t* 
OmowKKRRic,  Lieutenant  iu  the  DrngoDns  of  the  Empress  Eugenie, 
published  in  the  Paris  "■Illustration."  They  came  up,  Chasseurs, 
Dragootig,  Lancers,  Cuirassiei's,  in  column  of  squadrons,  having 
accompli ished  six  Icaguesf  at  full  trot  or  gallop,  in  the  midst  of  hor- 
rible clouds  of  dast,  across  a  country  very  "  impracticable  "  for  ciiv- 
alry,  and  assumed  a  position  in  front  of  the  Austrian  infantry. 
T^eae  last  attempted  to  make  a  break  when  the  Light  Brigade  of 
Cbaaseurs  d'Afrique  and  Guides  were  let  loose  upon  them.     At 


■  (8«  Rncflin.  page  19  )  There  wu  nn  Anntrlui  Cnloncl.  MnceDOBrr.  who.  in  Svp- 
Utohia.  ISIS,  dlsifngrnltbod  hlnnell  »i  Ihe  bowl  ol  a  body  of  cjiyiilrj-.  hovering  upon  sll  iho 
Tirarh  annniBiilemtloiu  bslwecQ  Dreaden,  Lclptic,  tai  Tnrt;nu."— C'i)iT>'  Waiu.  a.  4,  lor. 
CouM  Ihi>  be  Ihe  Hme  mm,  itUt  a  bold  dragDoa,  tod,  like  Ruiktiet.  an  BBterptiilng 
leader.  In  •  gnm  old  age, 

t  ThMwunnthlngtoIheeipIalUotlhcMnantedTroopial  the  "IhlmltableToBsTBH- 
MK.'  (»TC*nT's  nitlari/  0/  /n/unlry.  ptigr  SB.)  ■'  Will  Ihe  emlry  ol  the  prweul  day 
mudiat(~nmllca"(aunnBn;  alitr  to  M>eDt)'-ave  Engllah)  "UKl  nnhl  s  bottle,  udld 
lb«  oMtirr  ol  ToiUTKwoMln  IIMB  (MdNoTpmbor.  IMi.)  »tloler(Milc."  CSTiiSMm'i 
M<tUi»y  InttmcUim  for  lit  Caralrv  CarMtu  and  FUlol,  pege  14).  For  Ibli  buttle  ol 
bileibak.i«eJ.  W.  de  P>  Toutehboh,  put-*  IIL  What  nude  the  aohLevsnirMii  of  Ibe 
BHtdbJi  CavnlD'  'be  more  wuDdeiful.  thef  pcrfiinaed  Ihlg  march  "  oh  ooe  fodder"  <Tuu- 
MtaeUM  to  WBiaoiL,  Mth  November,  KM-IJ,  sod  nnthlns  eaved  even  Ihe  rcmliBDI  of  the 
lin|i*t1antU,  which  eeciped,  but  the  complela  exheDgilon  of  Ihe  vlrtor'a  anlniBti.  Noar 
Julerbok  (AufnH,  Ir.  ua.1.).  the  PnialDn  LiDdwehr.  man;  Bnned  with  pikei  (SoDEnn's 
BklMVCK.  IIL  ISS^n),  gave  the  "hniveat  of  the  brave,"  Ker,  &  Ihofouah  bi'BlIng,  and 
plusd  IhD  Dime  of  Bl-uiw  or  Dinkewiti  In  (he  rack  of  Pruaia'i  ereateat  huroet. 


li'j       i:.^iM^krjT  i?  jLAj^ir-^i^raa^  ?2 


•  ••    ■  -J. •:':.'    *r- is  -- -   i4  "-1-r  I^kT -ici  :?' Tit 

•  •  • 

■  •.-■.      .,•■■.#■.      *  -•     ■•*".—-    —t^«     •■.      .— iT  \-  _JS^?r  •T*  a  .^  ^^* 

•  -  -  -  •      •      "   j- 

'     •  ..i.  •  r  '»;k'    ■■■..:?.:.l:  :r:  th-r  -/.V.r-;:"  -*' — SuJs^rKS 

'."?    %I;M    t/*I?;ilv — "JkII-'MK  Ij"V  \I'Ai:TL  PATTLi:a'"»y."  a  WrtlPfl*    1 

"ri'IiKii*-,  ;.ijij  A\\.*'r\t':'M,\'Yt>vA  IJ;/it:iii''re-     *•  T'lS'^-r.*:  v-jcTcn  vSt* 
..fi'l  iioii  '•«i;firii!--!'t:,i.il  (.i:;"!!-*^*  w»'r».* :i:i )••:._: ':.v kiHei  arr:w'>i20»« 
'•r  ti,«-  (■|i;i«--i-.]r'».     A  ri-l.-iTivf'.  i"irni':r!v  r^n  oiS^er  UzuItI  5«I* 

J'lj  tlirj-  ;illi;-.v  ji'L'  lii"  ripl'-r  to  <":irrv  Lit:'.  :;w::\\  bii:,  a>  Kevest^w 
11  fil-  ow/i  iifti-r  lfi;it  hi'  "  \v:is  int  only  j-r'S'.:;*  u-ith  :hi*  Use  of  (S 
'  "!•  ii'li;  f.iv.ili  V  -kirfjii'ii' rs  I'lil  as  w»/.:  in  f^ry  c-harjv  tl*atlO( 
|. !.'••■,"  till-  n-j»i«i'it*  \v;iH  •i«i?il)il.--.s  tliJilofa  f*.'ii*\  t'.iiht.-r,  wbo.feari: 
I  .■   lo*;  of'.'i  tj.iiijiir  hoy,  r<j)!ovrs  iIr'  act  in  saoh  an  evi-ieut  u 

•  -f"  .■.'liiiir.'ili'iii  a-i  to  rniv*'  aii>l  >tii:itilatc  to  trrt.*;»ttT  ilc-t^ls  of  daii 
•' J  l.iiilry.     'i'lii"^  hrif-f  n  r«-n-nr:L' to  Kkaknv,  tillcMl  out  bv  his  o 

•  MifniioiiH  avowal,  roMstilutcs  liini  a  m'anil  tii^ure  in  the  Hon 
ji  iiii'-ipail'iii  of  t!n'  Cavalry  of  the  Frtncli  Ini[pci'ial  Guards  in 
ln-riicrnIoiiH  <-oiil!iri.  ol'  SoHi  rino.  It  sliou's  that  an  Ainorifan  ^ 
M'.i'.t'tr  jil;jy<<|  Jiis  jart  wilh  Kuincicnt  distinction  auJ  au«laeit 
:ii;iM'l  l.lir  aii<-Mtion  and  win  the  applaiiso  of  an  army  of  wliic 
".:m  n-niarkod,  in  on**  r»f  thrir  jircTious  invasions  of  Italy,  that 
iii:ir''lii«l  \n  <h*alli  with  as  ;^ay  a  disrei^ard  of  life  as  if  they  Uail 
a';Mnan<^<;  of  lihin;^  a;;ain  from  the  dead  to  renew  the   strut^iTle 


■  Thi-  Kn-mh  f.-iviilry  "  did  little  or  nothln;;  on  thfit  oc<a«Ion  *  (the  Itnlian  Wtxr  of 
T»ii' l-'iMiHh  ('Mvilry  wi«  jdisitivHy  w.iKt(  <1  on  the  march.  n.-ndiTwl  unflt  for  artfoi 
rr«!i;'-  ■:  In  iii-ij-.Jilflr.ini  r|lmcn!ili>nii.  (STEiNMi:Tr..ai-*^.  •'MlKCclUurcH  ^lilitniroM.  by 
i'mU  Uiuiitl.  I'lrtihlitnl  ol  Lliu  (  uvjilry  CumuiM«lun  lU  the  French  War  Olllcc,  p.  90.**) 


X. 


BIOGRAPBT  OP   MAJOB-GENEEAL  VBILVC  KBAENT.  181 

next  day,  or  like  the  ancient  British  who  "made  their  boast 
llial  they  expostil  their  bare  bosoms  and  white  tnnicB  to  the  lanws 
uiil  swords  of  the  rocn  at  arma  with  as  much  confidence  as  if  tliey 
had  been  bora  iDvnlnerablo."        ^ 

It  is  very  curious  that  the  Anstrians  contemplated  the  Tery 
movement  whieh  Meade,  according  to  WAnREN,  had  in  view  on 
the  2d  July  at  Gettysburg,  to  turn  the  rebel  flank,  and  that  the 
rebels  actually  attempted,  2d  July,  p.  m.,  when  ho  signally  checked 
by  SicKi^s.  In  both  cases,  Gettysburg  and  Solferino,  the  idea  of 
turning  was  abandoned,  and  the  affair  came  down  to  a  parallel 
fight,  culminating  in  an  attempt  to  pierce  the  center,  whloh  in  the 
furm«r  case  failed,  and  in  the  latter  case  Biicceeded. 

Thus  General  Kearnt,  who  had  commenood  his  education  for  a 
general's  command  in  Africa,  with  the  study  of  a  war  with  hght 
troops,  and  took  his  next  lessons  in  the  Mexican  war  in  grand  tadjcs 
and  wtrategj- — raoet  beautifully  carried  out  in  Tdbenne  style,  althongh 
on  A  small  scale  as  regarded  numbers — completed  his  course  of  in- 
itrudion  in  a  camp^ugn  on  the  grandest  scale,  since  the  AUies  and 
the  Anstrians  brought  on  the  battle-field  at  Solferino  almost,  if  not 
altogether,  double  the  numliera  engaged  on  our  side  or  the  Reljels* 
in  any  baltlo  dniing  the  "Slaveholders'  Rebellion."  It  is  tnie  that 
the  utunbeTH  we  had  on  pa]>er  at  Chancelloi'sville  and  at  the  Wil- 
deruees  approached  somewhat  those  of  the  opposing  armies  at  Sol- 
&riua.  A  great  proportion  of  these  could  bo  as  little  counted  an 
acu^y  engaged,  as  the  corps  of  20,000  men  under  Jeromk  Na- 
mucoK,  which  was  on  the  march  towards  the  scene  of  conflict  on 
tfae  Miude  (1859),  or  theanny  of  the  Archdoke  Jons  at  the  epoch 
of  Wagram,  1809."  Iladtholatterbrought  his  forces  into  action,  as 
bocotild  hare  done  with  ease  had  he  intended  bo  to  do,  their  co-op- 
VrnlioD  would  have  settled  the  iat«  of  the  First  Kapoleon,  and  obvi- 
at4)d  all  the  horrors  of  1812,  especially  at  Borodino  and  the  Bere- 
lina;  of  1813,  particularly  at  Lcipsic;  of  1814,  and  of  1815,  at 
Waterloo. 

HocMBii  in  his  charming  book  "  On  Cavalry"  says,  that  all  the 
actions  of  the  campaign  of  1859  were  decided  by  bayonet  charges.f 
This  would  have  been  totally  impossible  in  our  war,  for  the  charging 

*  BriBsB'a  -  Caraliy :  Ut  Biliary,  XanagoMTU,  and  Uia  In  War."    Cbap.  UL  U^ 
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oolDTHti,  if  of  any  extent  of  front,  vroalil  have  been  antiiltilaled  at 
a  distance  hy  the  artillery  or  mosketry  fii-e.  This  is  proved  by  the 
tour)  medical  retuma.  IIancocs's  charge  at  Williamsbnrgh,  of 
wliich  BO  mnch  was  said  at  the  time,  was  a  myth."  McClkixan  rfr 
j>ortcd  it  as  he  reported  everything.  His  system  of  laadatlon  waa 
nothing  more  than  a  part  and  parcel  of  his  system  of  Belf-depoption, 
an  exuberance  of  kind-heai'tedness.  In  his  injustice  (charged  in 
Kkarnv's  letters  in  1861-'2,  and  from  the  Peuinsnla),  if  nothing 
else,  he  <iid  reaeojble  Napoleon.  Uajicock  should  not  object  td 
hsTiug  the  truth  told  about  Williamsbnrgh.  He  is  a  brilliant  Bol- 
dier,  nnd  can  afford  to  discard  laurela  not  actually  won,  since  lie 
Is  entitled  to  so  many  vhieb  he  did  win  fturly  and  magniiic«at]y. 

Kearny's  military  education  vaa  now  complete.  He  liad  -pn- 
pared  himself  thoroaghly  for  a  general's  command.  How  he  dis- 
eharged  the  duties  of  that  position  when  called  upon,  the  countiy 
well  knows. 

For  his  brilliant  soldiership  in  the  campaign  of'  Solttmao, 
Krarny  received  the  Cross  of  the  "Legion  of  Honor"!"  from  the 
French  Em|>eror.  He  wan  very  proud  of  thia  distinction,  becaote 
he  was  the  Jirst  Amerlcau  who  had  ever  been  thus  honored  fur 
military  service. 

Little  did  Kearki  dream  when  he  saw  one  hundred  and  forty 
thousand  to  one  hundred  and  filly  thousand  French  and  Sardintanev 
iiinTBhalled  along  a  front  of  ten  to  twelve  miles,  that  he  would  live 
to  see  within  three  years  one  milUoQ  live  htmdrod  thousand  ftee 

*  Hli  Itist  iDUteU  wen  galnol  at  Wltllamabar);;  bnt  tbeitorroFscelehciitedebin!* 
thUsaveblni  tbe  day's  appUnBouid  McCIcllnn'i  uueomliua  of  tho  "mpocb  nAXCCO." 
WM  »lWgBthi!r  flctltlons.  The  nmilfel.  nol  the  bayonet,  gilTO  him  the  lirtory."  -•Osiil. 
paiQiu  of  a  Ifoa-eomAalafl,'  by  6bo.  A1.PBRI1  TovsaxiiD,  1806,  |Mitca  T3.)  Omnpu* 
DB  TnoBBiiiHii,  L  901 :  Cnpt.  Bukk,  84.  Ac. 

t  It  baa  been  titntnd.  and  1^  alstament  fau  been  rapcatcd  by  American  writen.  ml  B 
French  mllltnryanlbar,  alio,  who  ongbt  to  bK*e  knnwa  wbetber  the  fact  tru  h  or  oot. 
that  Puo-iF  Keibnt  roalved  tta*  CrotM  of  Ou  Ltglim  Bonor  from  Look  PmLirm  (M 
hia gallantry  la  Al«IerB[D(183B!)lS40.  Thowiilciilof  oplDloDlhatthlalipiullyBtBeOnd 
partly  BD  error.  KBtBHT  wsa  at  Ibst  time  an  afflcor  Id  Cbe  military  lerrlcs  d(  the  Cb1ic4 
Statna.  and  coni«iusnUy  tmld  nol  accept  any  f  ore!(^  decoration.  That  the  alor|r  I»  cur- 
rent, and  boa  been  repentod  tiy  a  gentleman  nho  had  ample  opportDDlileB  at  lunnrlBS  Dm 
trath.ronderaltvHTy  probable  that  Louu  Pqiljppe,  on  Ibe  recommendation  ol  hi*  hhi^ 
thaDuEBOT  Oiu,BiNa,  wbo  commanded  a  dlTlslon  and  corpa,  wlthwhoniEEiiurT*a>*d 
In  Africa,  and  the  DuKi  d'Aijiiai.e.  who  served  with  tbe  very  reElmenttowblch  Kaaionr 
vaa  Bttacbed,  offered  KlADHT  Che  croaa.  which  hla  military  obl<Kationi  lo  lb*  (TelMd 
8Ia(«  dompelled  him  to  rcTDBB.  Kaa.fiirr  wna  too  oiodeat  a  man  to  menlion  andi  ■  (Mt 
hlnuelt.  hnl  douhileaa  tbla  U  a  true  ciptanallnn  of  tba  cue.  Attboneh  bo  waa  ilia  dnt 
American  who  aver  recelTcd  the  Croee  ol  Hosoi  tor  mllUary  itrtU*,  wai  bn  IbaBm 
«ba  iBCelved  It  tor  gallanlry  In  acffon  f 
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Americans  of  the  North,  marshalled  along  a  line  of  fifteen  hundred 
miles  against  from  five  hundred  thousand  to  one  million  supporters 
of  slavery  and  their  savage  allies.  Much  less  did  he  dream  when 
he  saw  the  confusion  which  reigned  at  times  in  the  vast  trains  ac- 
companying the  French  army  and  sometimes  precluded  the  advance 
of  troops,  when  rapid  movements  were  indispensable  to  decisive  suc- 
cess, that  he  would  see  armies,  as  great  as  om^s,  fed  with  the  regu- 
hirity  of  a  family ;  and  that  same  Rufus  Ingalls — who  fitted  out  his 
little  expedition  against  the  Rogue  River  Indians  in  1851 — ^in  1861 
-o  feeding  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  moving  trains  more 
numerous  than  those  of  the  Allies,  over  roads  so  bad  that  no  Euro- 
pean quartermaster  could  conceive  their  badness,  with  almost  the 
certainty  of  a  well  regulated  machine.  Kearny  could  appreciate 
and  exemplify  the  nobility  and  extent  of  American  courage.  He 
was  yet  to  learn  the  scope  and  gi*andeur  of  American  intelligence 
as  applied  to  logistics  or  military  intendancy,  in  which  the  French 
were  hitherto  supposed  to  excel  all  other  nations. 


CHAPTER  XVI. 

*^TnB  TYPE  VOLUNTEER  GENERAL  OF  THE  WAJl" 

*'Denn  Blitze  Gottos  sprohte  deln  Bllck  t  ddn  Rof 
War  Donner  I  Siegesseichen  dein  Federbnich  I 

Dein  Arm  War  Sturm  I    Deln  Schwert  den  Deatsphen 
Leitendcr,  tllgcnder  Strahl  dem  Fcinde  I  ** 

Stolbb&o*8  **  Ode  to  Bluohbb.* 

**A  GovcTOor  not  too  if7»-perfect  would  have  recognized  this  Gustavdb^ 
what  his  purposes  and  likelihoods  were ;  the  feeling  would  hare  been,  chc<rked  bj 
due  circuraspectness,  *  Up,  my  men  !  let  us  foUow  this  man  ;  let  us  lice  and 
die  in  the  cause  this  man  goes  for.  Live  otherwise  with  honar^  or  die  aUier- 
toise  tDilh  honor,  toe  cannot,  in  the  pass  things  have  come  to,* " 

Cabyle's  Frederic  the  Great,  I.,  S49. 

**  And  'mid  this  tamnlt  Kubla  heard  from  tu 
Ancestral  voices  prophecying  war.*'  OousBnxsK. 

^*In  native  swords  and  native  ranks 
The  only  hope  of  safety  dwells/'  Btbon. 

**  The  trade  of  war  demands  no  saints.*' 

Sib  Waltsb  Scott's  •*  Abbotr 

"This  Walpot— a  citizen  of  Bremen,  first  Grand  Master  of  the  Knights  Hospitalers— 
was  not  by  birth  a  nobleman,  but  his  deeds  were  noble." 

Cabc^yle's  **  Frbdebic  tbb  Gbsat,**  I.,  at 

War  is\i  difficult  science,  which  cannot  be  mastered  by  experience  olono ;  its 
principles  and  rules  retjuire  careful  study  and  reflection.  Lessons  picked  up  at  . 
random  are  generully  uncertain  or  erroneous,  often  costly  to  him  who  receives  ' 
tlicm,  and  almost  always  fatal  to  the  State.  "Whatever  argument,"  saj-s 
Washington,  **  may  be  drawn  from  particular  examples,  superiicially  viewed, 
a  thorough  examination  of  the  subject  will  evince  that  the  art  'of  war  is  botli 
comprehensive  and  complicated ;  that  it  demands  much,  previous  study,  and  that 
the  possession  of  it  in  its  most  improved  and  i)crfcct  stiito  is  always  of  great 
moment  to  a  nation*'*  Napoleon  I.  admitted,  after  fourteen  camjiaigns  and  un- 
paralleled  successes,  that  ea^^n'^ee  in  war,  familiarity  with  the  combat,  and 
the  best  developed  warMke  virtues,  were  insufficient  to  form  good  officers;  and 
regretted  that  most  of  his  generals  had  not  had  opportunities  to  ac-guire  the  theo- 
reticfd  knowledge  they  were  so  much  in  need  of  Frederic  II.  thought  in 
like  manner,  and  in  a  characteristic  letter,  which  he  wrote  to  General  Fouquet, 
he  remarked :  '  *  Q^  what  uke  it  experience  if  it  is  not  guided  by  reflection  ?" 

Kcemer's  **  Cavalry;  Its  Uses,**  ofto. 
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'lividii^  and  Dboonnte  are  Tci]ni9itc  to  make  a  soldier  perfect  in  tbe  Art  Mili- 
j,  hoiB  gnat  iMter  hit  praetkal  knovitdge  may  lie." 

MasiL,  Duict  of  Aibermarie. 

'  By  the  PortngneBe  law  "  fwhen  Portngal  was  a  wrantry  whose  influence  Kan 
elt)  "  cverj  person  was  bonuil  to  aerre  Id  this  force  "  (militin,  caltcl  Ordonen- 
>)  "for  thodcfeace  of  the  coantry,  from  eightcoD  to  sixty  yeara  of  age.  They 
re  orgaoiiod  in  buttalioDB  of  two  hnnrlrod  and  fifty  men  each,  nnder  the  coni' 
ind  of  the  chief  landed  proprietors  of  the  district,  and,  ineariabl!/,  whether 
Moors  or  Sponionbi,  raidered  more  impoTfanCterticet  to  lUtHr  eouit- 
y  Ihaa  the  regular  arm!/."  STUABx'a  "  Hitlory  of  Infantry." 

"No  r^nlar  army,  hut  every  citizen  a  Boldler." 

Motto  of  the  Sab*  Confedtinuy 
"  Hilitan  nihil  eat,  sed  sapere  necesse  est. " 

Hotaan  axiom,  from  "  Lta  Eoolulio)u  de  Ligne;'  by 

Oulonel  LAVEhAiHB  de  &Ui7BBUoi3. 

On  dw  19th  Jnne,  181G,  the  Proguan  visiton  at  CarUI>ad  got  ap  a  fcatirn]  in 
UMir  of  the  anniversary  of  BeUe  AUianet  (Watorloo),  bat,  atrcndy,  nniims  rer- 
in  cloaca,  had  1813  (the  oprisinf;  of  the  Gernum  Pboplic)  l>eeo  bo  foiniiletely 
that  the  arlsEocTocy  wished  to  celebrate  the  oaari-nt  entirdy  distlnot  froin 
ba  dttxena.  "  Konsease  ["  with  an  oath,  atud  BlOOHbr,  and  attendeit  the  ban- 
inuaf  theCitixons,  althoagh  tlieirinvitiitionwassabseqacnttothflt  of  theCusEe, 
k>  oIliBh  be  teeitud  to  belong,  "lladgca  of  booor,  titles,  digoitiBs,  rewards,  pre- 
loa  and  lariom,  have  fallen  to  my  lot,"  spoke  Bluohgb,  in  answer  to  tbe  toast 
hia  name,  "bnt  I  find  the  most  gratifying  recompense  in  the  love  of  niyfeltoW' 
in  the  respect  of  my  ossociatea,  and  in  the  cooscionsness  of  Unring  done 
dutT.~  Then  he  repured  to  the  entertwnment  ol  the  YuNKEua  (equivalent 
M  ■  ntc,  v^Uh.  glorioui — is  it  profane  to  say  god-Uka — exeeptioia,  to  (he  caste  of 
officiuls).  Olid  expressed  biuiself  with  iiLUCUUU-liko  cleamess:  "Tlie 
BD*  of  eitStens  and  nobles"*  (parallels  in  their  own  concdt,  are  to  In  found  in 
tbnty  in  this  conntr)),  "  have  fonght  out  this  conflict  (Germany's  IV'or  of  Libera- 
jon),  side  by  side,  with  equal  bravery  ;  and,  therefore,  should  they  now  dunce,  and 
■II ir lain,  and  rejoice  over  the  victor?  together,  like  brothers." 

JOHAJfH  SCHERB'B  "BLUCHER,"  III.,   411t. 

Several  of  the  greotent  generals  noted  in  history  were  bom  great  captains,  do- 
^lopefl  their  immense  powcni  by  study,  and  stepped  from  civil  life  or  anthority 
BIO  nilitaiy  couimnods  on  the  (p^undest  scale.  Lt'ci:ia.UB,  in  antiquity,  is  tlie  ex- 

■  Wm  tbore  no  Bxhtbltion  of  Ibia  excloitvencss  of 
riw  tDSdtf  will  and  in  TiWHiSHD'a  "Campaign 

■nlftua,  at  p««e  X»:  "Mot  tbe  Icul  among  the  cisiies  at  the  14aitb'i  inctllcius 
Imud  tha  lll-I«1lae  belwiHo  tho  prof oEsi anal  and  civil  >oJdlar/i  a  Rugulnr  en 
:  ■  Volonwei  hUna  s  ReBalar."  The  writur  bu  huarfl  ilmllu-  eiprc 
)dt«elbu;lnnn  Volunteer  olBcen  who  Hmd  utttb  marked  dlallncLlDn. 
IlkaHceptlonatoanj  lasDmpIloaof  ■npcrioilly  among  the  ResaUn 
(lew  XtJor-OsBcrals  Sooaaa,  HcMpnasTB,  ri.iASXSTa£i,aDdiaau;  uthLTs,  filun 
It  patncl  dallgbtj  to  cberlsb  and  honor. 
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ample  quoted  by  Fbederio  the  Great.  But  it  U  needleai  to  refer  to  mcfa 
disbint  tinica.  Spikola,  Cromwell,  Blake,  the  Great  Cosoe,  are  wcU 
known  exHinpIca;  bnt  the  moat  remarkable,  perhaps,  u]>)SI>Cliv&.  "  The  (nine 
of  those  who  eabdiied  AimocHUB  and  TloilAli&sgrotra  dim  when  compjiml  with 
the  splendor  of  the  exploiu  which  the  VouKG  Knolish  Advsstdusr  achiertd 
At  the  head  of  an  army  not  equal  io  munberg  to  one-half  a  Roman  L^on.  Ilia 
name  Mnnda  high  on  the  roll  of  conijnerorE,~  "  but  it  ia  found  in  a  better  liM,  on 
the  list  of  those  who  have  dune  and  aufFered  mnch  for  the  happinius  of  uuu^nd.'' 
"  It  is  hard  to  aaj  whether  he  appears  with  mora  liutre  oh  the  hero  whoae  idngbi 
exploits  bud  the  foundnCiuil  of  a  mighty  empire,  or  ■■  die  governor  whcee  mcilii> 
tiun  and  integrit;  itamped  tlie  charactere  which  have  given  alahilitv  and  perm^ 
nonce  to  its  power."  "  Lord  Clive's  gmiwfor  nar  ua*  inlaUive  ;  ht  ha4  Uli4 
intlruetion,  and  no  eovnt^liOr»,for  ht  teat  one  ef  lAtfme  men  tehost  etmdvel 
leiualiraytdireeteilbg  the  dictate  t  of  Ml />wtnniad,»iiAyihose  decisiou  it«iT^ 
therefore,  secret.  like  all  great  men,  bo  took  coonsel  onlj'  of  biuuelf ;  and  like 
the  Omt  oF  the  C^GABS,  the  talents  of  other  men  could  add  little  to  hi?  gcniiu.  St 
VKU  bom  a  leader;  and  the  great  Lord  Chatham  pronouneed  lUi»  to  be  » 
htavai'boTn  genaral;  tor  withotit  experience,  or  being  much  vcrwd  in  nulitaty 
kffnirs,  he  hod  surpassed  all  the  oflieera  of  his  time.  He  uat,  in  truth,  eampAi4 
to  form  himtdfat  welt  at  his  ojpeeri  and  hi*  army  ;  and  it  is  aiud  diat,  «/li« 
eight  ojJUert  mho  eommamied  wader  him  at  the  (Itfenee  of  Arort,  only  tieo  had 
eter  bum  in  action,  and  four  out  of  the  eight  mere  mere  fnelvre  of  tJu  (Ewt 
lailiu}  CiHnpaiiy,  iiidncad  by  Cblvs's  example  to  volunteer  their  services.  But 
although  notliinx  is  knovn  of  the  stops  ho  took  lo  prepare  himself  for  militarr  life 
in  yonth,  be  was  early  remarkable  for  a  bold  and  adveutoroas  spirit.  An  averuco 
to  control  mnrkeil  bis  boyhood  and  his  nuiturity.  ....  Ho  oertainlf  dc 
voteil  much  of  his  time,  on  his  arrival  at  Madras,  and  for  the  first  five  years  of  bis 
residcuce  there,  to  reading,  during  which  period  he  most  have  acquired  a  coouA. 
ernlile  amonnC  of  knowlod)^  It  would  bo  nnreaaonnble,  therefore,  to  auppoae 
that  be  was  wholly  indebted  to  his  genius — nor  are,  indeed,  men  ever  ao — ytt, 
doubtlesR,  like  all  great  minds,  he  conld  not  only  devise  and  decide,  bnt  be  coalil 
communicate  his  ardent  spirit  to  his  followers,  and  awaken  a  devotion  which  can 
alone  be  acquired  in  war  by  great  natoral  qualities.  The  lilast  India  Cnm|«ii7 
never  had  a  more  lealous,  nprigfat,  and  elficicnC  servant ;  and  it  ia  withotU  qneo- 
tiou  tiiat  Groat  Britain  mainly  owes  ber  Eaitum  Empire  to  IiURD  CuvE." 

Alison,  Macaclat  and  Libut.-Gen.  Hon.  Sm  Edward  Cust. 

Major  Philip  Kearnt,  decornled  for  resplendent  BoldicTship 
ahroiid,  brevettedfor  gallant  and  meritorioua  service  at  home,  whose 
empty  sleeve  was  a  continual  reminder  which  rendered  words  : 
Btipei'ftiious  to  tell  that  he  had  won  his  honors  in  "  the  t'orC'&«Dt  of ' 
the  heady  fight " — had  finished  his  most  thorough  course  of  prap- ' 
arndon  for  a  Gieuerarg  command.  Having  reached  the  age  of 
f'jrty-six  years,  he  was  now  about  to  prove  that  the  time  devoted 
lo  perfecting  himself  in  hia  profession  had  not  been  thrown  away. 
Ilis  qiiiekuesa  of  eye  and  peculiar  fitculty  of  acquiring  at  a  glance 
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a  csmplcte  knowledge  of  the  toi>ography  of  any  field  of  action — 
Iiis  unerring  military  sagaoity — had  as  much  to  do  with  winning  th« 
Cross  of  the  Legion  of  Honor,  as  hia  dash  and  intrepidity.  In 
that  short,  sharp,  and  decisive  Italiau  campaign  of  185!),  he  had 
developed  as  much  mind  as  action. 

In  the  fall  of  18G0,  and  during  the  ensuing  winter,  startling 
•v«[it«,  treading  upon  the  heela  of  events  no  less  momentiious  and 
noexpected,  revealed  the  mournful  fact  that  the  peace  which  hod 
blessed  our  counby  with  half  a  century  of  prosperouB  development 
without  a  parallel,  was  about  to  terminate.  The  crisis  towards 
which  all  the  great  events  of  American  history  had  been  lending, 
fraia  the  formation  of  the  Government  to  the  election  of  Abraham 
LutcoLtr,  was  at  hand.  The  blackness  which  portended  the  tem- 
pest hung  ovor  the  taiuL  All  hopes  that  the  clouds  wonld  disperse 
Lad  ^ven  way  to  an  almost  awful  awaiting  of  the  bursting  of  tha 
■torm.  It  broke  in  the  roar  of  the  cannon  which  opened  on  Fort 
Sumter:  but  the  menace  of  the  preceding  ominous  thunder  bad 
been  heard  long  before  that  artillery  flashed  forth  the  signal  that 
"  peace  had  ascended  to  Heaven." 

No  sooner  had  the  toosin  of  alarm  resounded  across  Uie  Atlantic, 
(ban  Keabxt'b  patriotjsm  responded  to  the  appeal  There  needed 
no  fiery  cross  to  summon  him  to  arms.  His  own  ardent  spirit 
snawered  the  invocation  of  his  menaced  FntheiOand  as  instantly  as 
the  explosion  of  a  gun  follows  the  application  of  tlie  match — n.q 
instantly  as  beacon  was  wont  to  answer  beacon  when  the  English 
coast  or  Scottish  border  was  menaced  by  the  foe. 

Keabnt  had  always  looked  forward  to  an  opportunity  of  sliiniug 
in  war  under  the  flag  of  bis  country.  But  his  wildest  dreams  had 
never  pictured  that  he  was  to  loom  up  the  grandest  military  figure 
of  a  civil  war  iq  the  United  States,  in  whose  presence  all  pr«viott;ii 
<npil  wars  were  to  sink  into  insignificance. 

Alaa,  the  stage  on  which  Keabmx  was  so  greatly  to  deport  him- 
Bdf,  the  theatre  in  which  be  was  to  display  so  admirably  the  results 
of  his  natural  gifts  when  matured  by  ex[>eiicnce,  was  no  longer  tha 
T«n  vid  the  Atlas,  the  Alps  and  the  Milanese,  AMca  and  Italy, 
but  hia  own  dear  country,  convulsed  by  a  Rebellion  begotten  of  the 
"  Barbarism  of  Slavery  -,"  more  barbarous  in  the  spirit  it  had  en- 
gendered tliat  the  savageness  of  tlie  Kabyles,  strangers  to  Christian- 
ity, against  whom  he  had  first  flashed  his  aabre. 

He  was  now  about  to  draw  his  sword,  not  ag^unst  the  Meiioon, 
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the  enemy  of  the  United  States ;  nor  the  Indian,  the  opponent  of 
civilization ;  nor  the  Austrian,  the  foe  of  liberal  ideas ;  bat  against 
traitors  as  criminal  as  those  who  linked  their  fortunes  to  the  im> 
pious  Cataline;  against  patricides,  who  aimed  their  murderous 
steel  against  the  Constitution  and  the  laws — the  integrity  and  the 
very  existence  of  their  native  land. 

His  patriotism  was  all  aflame ;  a  patriotism  which  ordinary  minds 
c^'in  scarcely  conceive;  a  patriotism  which  very  few  men  have 
sufficient  magnanimity  to  appreciate.  To  him  the  word  "  Father- 
land," or  "  native  country  "  were  not  mere  expressions  or  empty 
words.  His  associates  had  hitherto  been  chosen  from  that  class  (^ 
iiieu— many  of  these  Southerners,  and  their  affiliations  or  coDiie«- 
tions,  who  were  looked  upon  in  Europe  as  the  finest,  nay,  the  only 
types  of  American  gentlemen — ^for  few  men,  however  independent 
in  their  line  of  thought,  can  reason  with  Burns: 

'*  The  rank  is  but  the  guineas  stamps 
The  man's  the  gold  for  a'  that ;" 

Or  whh  Wyohkrlt: 

**  I  weigh  the  man,  not  his  title; 
'lis  not  the  king's  stamp  can  make  the  metal  better." 

The  majority  of  the  ablest  officers  who  betrayed  their  country, 
and  broke  their  oaths  of  allegiance,  had  been  his  companions  in 
uiina.  The  reader  will  remember  that  three,  who  rose  to  high 
commands  in  the  rebel  army,  one  to  the  highest,  were  with  him 
upon  the  first  occasion  in  which  he  distinguished  himself  in  Mexico, 
that  reconnoisance  which  Scott  styled  the  greatest  of  the  campaign ; 
and  Stonewall  Jackson^s  chosen  successor  in  command,  M^as  with 
our  hero  in  his  charge  into  the  very  gate  of  the  Aztec  capital  His 
Bl  vie  of  life,  his  taste  for  art  and  display,  yes,  it  may  as  well  be  ad- 
mitted, his  strong  inclination  for  luxurious  and  elegant  ease,  were 
more  consistent  with  the  habitudes  of  Southern  than  Northern  life 
and  manner  of  living. 

But  there  is  often  a  depth  of 'feeling  in  individuals  of  this  type 
which  falsifies  thejudgment  of  ordinary  men.  Cavour  was  an  ex- 
ample of  this.  In  the  bosom  of  the  man  of  the  world  and  the  **  lion 
of  society"  beat  the  heart  of  a  patriot;  of  a  statesman,  as  alive  to 
the  interests  of  his  country,  as  a  Franklin  or  an  Adams  or  a 
W'VSHiNGTON.    The  flame  may  not  have  been  as  pure,  according  to 
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tjie  eaperficial  judgment  of  tlie  world — because  the  wor'd  juilg«a 
fiim|ily  bv  the  outeide — but  it  was  as  ardent  and  unBelHsU.  Self 
tlUiippeared  before  the  question  of  codjjt«y.  "  WTtat  am  J,"  ex- 
cliiiiiiei]  Keaunt,  "if  no  longer  an  American  f"  This  uxclamatiuR 
SDnimed  np  the  whole  argomenL  lie,  the  soldier,  who  hod  served 
all  over  ttus  Continent,  had  learned  what  a  magnifiuant  empire 
aekiiowledged  our  sway ;  he,  the  wanderer,  who  had  traversed  lauil 
itnd  Ge^  had  learned  what  nationality  meant.  "CtvES  rouaki'-s 
nDf  "  had  bet'n  tlie  watchword  which  carried  a  citizen  of  the  grealeet 
Kepublicof  antiquity  safe  andrespect«d  throughout  the  then  knonii 
world.  It  enabled  him  to  brave  the  despot  on  his  throne,  and  daunt 
the  eavage  in  bis  wild.  Years  after  that  grand  old  Republic  had 
lapsed  into  a  centralized  absolutism — God  grant  that  such  be  not 
,lhe  (ate  of  ours.  St.  Paui,  the  true  exemplar  of  a  Christian  gen- 
lleninn,  the  greatest  examplar  of  manhood,  owed  his  safety  to  bis 
declaration  to  the  Centurion  and  Chief  Captain  that  he  was  a.fix&- 
bi/m  Roman  dtizen.  Even  so  Kearny  felt  with  regard  to  his 
birthright;  "I  am  an  American  citizen,  was  his  boast,  hit  tie- 
fsnce,  and  his  pride."  "He  loved  iiis  country,  its  grand  present, 
iU  almost  infinitely  grander  future.  He  saw  the  crumbKiig  of 
foreign  empires,  the  worthless  trial  of  foreign  greatuess.  He  saw 
dearly  how  all  that  was  old  was  destined  to  sure  decay,  and  how 
much  the  world  w;ia  to  owe  to  the  freedom,  the  education,  the  dv-' 
ilicHtion  of  the  American  lieptiblic.  And  then,  too,  America  was 
bia  oouutry.  To  her  he  hud  sworn  allegiance.  For  her  he  had  lost 
his  arm  :  for  her  he  had  braved  death  on  every  battle-field  from 
Vora  Cruz  to  Mexico,  and  at  the  hands  of  the  treacherous  savage. 
And  so  tu  sare  the  nalion,  to  do  his  pai't  to  secure  her  existence. 
Kid  to  put  down  villainy  and  insanity,  which  threatened  her  life, 
OintiykdiMuadedliy  ail  his  military  friends  in  Paris,  he  h.isteued 
f  1  give  all  the  energies  of  hia  nature  to  the  cause  of  his  dear  country. 
TliojKJ  who  conversed  with  him  and  knewthethoughtaof  his  heait, 
ttuffi«  alone  can  know  how  firm  and  unalloyed  was  the  patriot- 
iatu  which  brought  him  home." 

"  We  parted  in  Paris,  in  18C0, — "  are  the  words  of  a  letter  from 
Ml  offioer  who  served,  iu  1859,  with  the  Sai'dinians,  as  Kearnv  did 
with  the  French — "  and  I  returned  home,  and  I  remember  bis  Inst 
retjiieat  was  to  let  him  know  the  stito  of  affairs  in  the  United  iJtaii^K. 
As  soon  as  the  secession  of  the  Southern  Stat«s  appeared  inevitable 
I  iufuriaed  him  to  that  eSTect,  and  received  for  answer  that  he 
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wooltl  immediately  retnm  home  to  offer  his  services  to  the  Admin- 
iHtrstion  in  the  war ;  uoncluding  by  saying  that  he  had  no  tntxl  or 
('onfijence  in  the  Southern  men  or  mnsures  front  the  atai't,  aud  tlint 
tliey  were  unfit  to  govgrn  theraselvea,  even  if  they  nhonld  succeed  in 
establishing  their  independence,  as  there  was  nothing  pmctiexl 
about  them."  Geuera!  ^Ivm.i>i0,  in  hia  "  Pas»(iffe»/rom  My  l/^fe," 
has  (page  267-'8)  un  apposite  remurk  in  this  uonnectioa :  "Tlio 
great  mass  of  tbe  Frenuh  people  are  very  iatcUigent,  but  there  are 
many  vain,  flgotistical,  and  quorrelBome  individuals  amougst  them, 
trho  must  be  aJtrmnarily  dtalt  with.  One  who  yieliis  ajipears  to 
them  weak ;  he  who  changes  hia  meaaures,  inconBiet«nt  and  tricing." 
Kbarn'y  saw  through  the  Southerners  as  Muffi.ikh  did  the  Prendi. 
Itisapity  that  our  government  did  not  act  in  1865  as  Bixchkr  and 
McFFLiNGdidinlBlS.  The  matter  would  have  been  settled,  if  blowi^ 
became  absolutely  necessary,  at  the  cost  of  a  score  or  two  of  live«! 
This  would  have  established  tranquUity  and  secui'ed  ile  contijinancvL 
There  would  iiave  been  no  more  talking  of  renewing  the  strugg]p^ 
but  peaceable  if  not  cheerful  obedience  to  the  inevitable. 

"  I  suppose  you  are  already  familiar  with  the  cool  treatment  he 
received  from  the  government  on  big  applicution  for  ser>-icc,  and  he 
seemed  on  more  th;in  one  occasion  to  me  to  think  aeriousty  of  giving 
up  all  hope  of  employment  by  the  action  of  the  AdminislratJon,  but 
jaerieoered  until  his  claims  ware  acknowledged." 

At  that  time  it  was  not  tliougbt  necessary  to  have  trained  sol- 
diers to  command  our  raw  levies,  and  their  merits  were  never  fiilly 
acknowledged  thiougliout  the  war,  or  Kkarnt's  "  splendid  ooup 
(Pail;  his  quiet  judgment,  sang-froid,  and  jirompt  decision:  bis 
deotric  influence,  with  his  soldiers  and  splendid  valor,  would  havv 
been  sooner  acknowledged. 

Early  in  the  spring  of  1861,  on  receiving  the  first  reliable  intdli- 
gence  of  his  country's  imminent  peril,  Kkarnt  broke  up  his  laxn- 
rious  establishment  in  Paris,  took  ship  for  the  United  States,  and 
without  the  loss  of  an  hour,  as  soon  as  he  arrived  in  New  York, 
proceeded  on  to  Washington  to  offer  his  services  to  tlie  President 
Well  may  his  eulogist  declare,  that  he  was  not  welcomed  as  he 
should  have  been.  It  was  with  Kearsy  as  it  had  been  with  many 
an  able  man  before  him.  He  was  rejected  because  the  mine  of  n 
told  preciousness  was  concealed  beneath  the  modest  demeanor  in- 
separable from  true  gentility  and  heroism.  Even  ao,  Fekuikajto  li.. 
Emperor  of  Austria,  rejected  KoNicaaiuicK,  a  niian  very  much  akin 
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t«  IvRAwrr  in  his  military  qualifications.  Even  bo,  Lon^  XIV, 
S-«lti9«(I  with  scorn  the  eeniwe  of  Pkikce  Eugenb,  the  greatest 
^encnil  ever  thus  vouchsafed  for  the  §a]vfttioii  of  Austria.  Even  so, 
I^uKPKUic  TiiE  Great  turned  his  back  upon  Laudom,  because  lie 
dill  not  like  hia  books  ;  and  learned  by  sad  eipcrieuoe  tliat  he  had 
•Jrivon  into  the  enemy's  ranks  the  moat  danyerous  adversary  and 
the  ablest  general  the  King  encountered  in  his  whole  subset^uent 
varwr.     Each  of  these  inonarchs  were  akin  to  him. 

"whoBO  Imnd, 

Like  tha  base  Joilean,  threw  a  pearl  away, 
Itii'lier  tlijm  all  his  tritw." 

But  altliough  Keaknt  was  like  to  Kontgsmarck,  and  to  Prince 
EuoExs,  and  to  Lacdok  in  bis  eminent  ability,  his  spirit  was  nona 
«f  theirs.  Undeserved  mis-appreciation  and  rejection  could  not 
arm  his  hand  against  the  authority  which  would  not  recognize  hia 
mtifit,  nor  glue  his' sword  to  its  scabbard.  From  the  President  of 
the  United  States  he  turned  to  the  Governor  of  his  native  State. 
Tlie  reader  will  remember  that,  when  the  Federal  Govei-nment 
first  called  upon  the  loyal  Executives  to  furnish  their  appropriate 
quotas  of  troops,  it  was  generally  understood  that  the  different 
Governors  were  to  be  permitted  to  appoint  a  Dumber  of  general 
nflicttTs,  in  proportion  to  the  numerical  force  organized  within  their 
jarisdictions.  Thus  it  was — through  local  political  influence — that 
John  A-  liix  obtained  his  Major-General's  commission. 

fp  to  this  time,  KiHAiutx  had  never  claimed  to  be  otherwise 
than  a  citizen  of  the  ''  Empire  State."  He  was  a  Kew  Yorker, 
bom  and  bred.  Like  his  uncle — Major-General  Stepiies  Watts 
Kka RSI— before  him.  he  had  been  appointed  to  the  United  States 
army  from  New  York.  Tlie  majority  of  his  interests  lay  in  his 
native  city,  derived  from  aocestors  who  never  had  any  connection 
with  another  State.  Consequently,  on  the  advice  of  Lieutenant 
,  General  Scorr,  he  hastened  back  from  the  Capital  of  the  nation  to 
the  Capital  of  hia  native  State,  there  to  prefer  his  claima  for 
appointment  as  a  General — due  to  lilm  as  a  citizen  of  acknow- 
ledged talent,  of  experienced  ability,  of  tried  valor,  who  had  proved 
liiniself  under  hia  own  and  foreign  ensigns,  always,  everywhere, 
"every  inch  a  soldier." 

His  life-long  career,  his  very  record  of  service,  ought  to  have 
been  sufficient  to  have  obtained  for  hi[n  one  of  the  four  Major  or 
Brigadier-Generalships  to  which  the  State  of  New  York  was  enli- 
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tied.  That  hlB  arriviil  nqs  oot  Tiiuiotic«d,  and  that  the  msn  bira- 
Relf  was  well-known,  i»  4enionstrfth.Ml  by  the  following  articJe,  of 
which  a  copy  was  funusbed  for  this  work  as  soon  sa  ita  preparalioo 
was  made  known. 

"  AiDonf;  the  late  BTtinJa,  vn  notice  tlio  imme  of  Uuit  diBtioguilwd  officn. 
Major  Keaknt,  late  of  the  onny. 

f '  Mojor  Erabny,  after  aa  abwnce  of  two  or  three  yean,  retonu  honu-  to 
ofTer  Lis  «rvices  Id  the  support  of  our  Guvemmcat  nod  tlio  flag  nnder  which  be 
hns  CO  nolilr  battled.  He  la  now  at  Albemy,  urging  apaa  the  GoTenar  lA 
fiainu  to  a  high  poution  In  tAe  Volunteer  force  of  lAe  Scale.  Id  this  roaim^ 
tioD,  it  will  not  be  BouM  tt>  Mato  what  have  keen  Major  Ke&bht^  aervicM  aul 
niiliOuy  expcrieDce. 

"Uu  sntereitour  army  in  133S  as  Llentenant  of  E>nigoons,  and  for  jsanHSTcd 
on  DDT  WegUm  frontier,  under  tho^  ahle  and  diB^ngnishoI  officer,  StephkK 
Watts  KEABmr,  thon  Colonvl  of  First  Drogooiw,  und  afterwards  in  conneclian 
with  Commodore  Stockton,  ths  Conqneror  and  Milit«ry  Goyemor  of  Califomiik 
Itlnjor  Keabni  afterwsrda  lerred  in  the  war  with  Ueidco,  and  lost  an  ami  in  s 
goUont  chargo  nt  tho  Citj  of  Mexico.  General  Scott  mentions  him  as  uaong 
■  the  hmiest  of  the  braTe.' 

"In  oddidon  (o  hia  almost  constant  military  dntj  in  this  conntr?,  be  had  the 
glory  of  serving  a  campaign  in  Africa,  Qniicr  tlio  DnKB  d'OBLBASS,  and  tSU 
Inter  he  serveii  with  the  French  Cavalrj  at  Solferiito,  and  recdved  from  Um  Bat> 
pcror  pablle  of  taawlod^mant  of  hij  service  oncl  bravorj',  and  a  deocmtioa  of  tfat 
Ix^ion  of  Honor. 

"  Few  men  have  seen  more  active  service,  and  still  fewer  of  oar  caantrjinen 
have  ever  witJiciseil  the  movcmants  of  such  large  aod  splendid  annies. 

"His  raluable  experience  shontd  oot  1>e  refneedat  this  time,  when  w#  art  an  Mfiljr 
in  waiU  of  trpenmeed  eommimdert  without  a  tautt  op  treason.  Snrh  is 
Major  Keaunt.  Uis  time,  his  fortune,  bis  groat  experience,  are  freely  ofleml, 
awl  should  be  accepted  by  liii  native  Stale." 

Eearnt  bora  with  him  to  Albany  a  certificate  from  Lieutentuit- 
Gcneral  Scott,  Commonder-ia-Ghicf  of  the  United  States  army,  of 
which  the  following  ia  a  copy : 


Tt  Btt  Xxtrllenti  Qoetmar  Uonoxit,  of  Sim  I'ort  i 

Sis  : — I  beg  loavo  to  snji^gejit  ifijor  Philip  Kbarnt,  of  S'ea  York,  late  m 
dialingnishcd  othcer  of  the  armr,  for  a  high  commission  in  the  JVeu  York  Vo^ 
untetrt.  Major  Keabny's  long  and  valuable  experieDceioactnalmititaryaerriM 
seems  to  commend  him  aaa  useful  as  wetlasavaluublecomnuuiderand  discipliiuu 
riati.   He  is  among  the  bravest  of  the  hravo,  and  of  the  highest  militarj  G{drit  and 

With  the  highest  respect, 

Your  Excellency'a 

Mo«t  obedievt  servant, 
<,iSg)iedJ  ■  WsmBU)  Stx>Tb 
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It  would  scarcely  be  believed  that  the  daima  of  anoh  a  man  were 
ig^nored  in  favor  of  individuals  who  had  acurcely  more  to  recom- 
lUflnd  them  than  the  presumption  with  which  thty  preferred  their 
afipUcationii,  und  the  w»iit  of  principle  with  which  those  applicutioim 
wrere  pressed  and  backed  by  iguorant  jiolitifiiins,  and  worse.  The 
l*ftt«r8  of  DiADy  of  our  inSuentiat  cItL>eus>  men  of  acknowledged 
judgment  and  worth,  reueived  no  more  attention  tlijin  the  testi 
UMnial  of  General  Scott,  of  whidi  Kbakny  himself  justly  wrote,  8th 
Jdmy,  1864:  "General  Scott's  letter  to  Governor  Mokgan  is  oer- 
tainlv  very  strong,  and  I  presume  it  is  the  only  testimony  of  the 
kind  that  he  has  ever  extendedto  any  individual."  KiCARNy  chafed 
terribly  under  the  tr&itinent  to  which  he  was  subjected. 

Hot  why  hngeron  this  ihemt*,  so  disgracefiil  to  that  body  of  mm 
who  had  the  i>ower  to  put  the  "  right  man  in  the  right  place,"  to  do 
tlieir  duties  by  their  State  and  country,  and  did  it  not  They  w-  r  •- 
p<ri!ticiun9;  tJiat  stamps  their  action.  Sufficient  to  say,  Governor 
Mi>iu>4)i  was  not  to  blame — a  gentleman,  an  able  man,  an  upright 
Governor,  whose  talent  for  organization  wits  felt  throughout  ttic 
whole  war. 

B«ji-(!lcd  by  his  native  State — would  that  the  fnctdid  not  blemish 
it«  r«cord — Keaknv  returned  to  Washington.  To  the  eteiiial 
honor  of  New  Jersey  and  her  citbtens,  thty  could  appreciate  him. 
Let  him  wlio  doabtsthia  read  the  eloquence  of  one  of  her  sous  and 
eontporeit  with  lliefeelinglanguageof  that  Memorial  Address  ^m 
the  pna  of  another — one  to  whom  his  appointment  was  subse- 
qtumtly  due — one  who  prepared  and  delivered  a  noble  tribute  to 
KiCAltxr's  memory,  which  the  writer  will  freely  qnote  with  grate-' 
fnl  m-Jtiiowledgraeuts — Coktlandt  Parkeb,  Esq.,  of  Newark,*  the 
coiinwl  nnd  friend  of  the  patriot  soldier,  whom  be  knew  how  to 
appreciate  and  commemorate : 

"  More  Doitrl;  Uurn  tnv  other,  he  (Keaont)  ropreBeRltvl  in  bis  views  aud 
tbuTT-  the  jwr"!"  c^nfcption  ■»  lo  the  iiiilhiHl  upon  whiili  the  wiir  shonlil  lie 
fina^ht.  n«  reflotled,  moreover,  more  truly  tboti  uny  other  Iiigh  i-ommanUcr, 
Uucxaltoi,  unselfish,  nncolcuhitirig  pittriiitiBin  whidi  );1owdcI  in  tlie  howU  uf 
Um  people.  Bis  tier;  nature  took  afTronC  at  pvery  BCtempt  to  dwarf  the  enuul 
oxiiiDBct  idIo  fln.Tlhing  eke  tlian  a  struggle  for  the  sahUme  prtTiui[)1e  of  nntinn- 
sUlj.  no  hwl  uo  t-onHileiiti<  in  politirinnn,  bat  little  respect  for  di(;iiimncn,  no 
iffrt  loT  anjlhiii";  Imt  the  (iiiusp.      Inlri^ers,  cowanla,  TnortiDCts,  smiill  men  ei^aay- 
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ings  to  crowd  down  great  ones,  he  detestdd  with  implacable  detestation.     Bnt  to 
courngc  and  upri;^ht  manliness,  he  lifted  his  hat  ^ith  instinctive  reverence.     For 
the  soldier,  whether  officer  or  private,  who  cherished  a  genuine  pride  in  his  pn>- 
fession,  and  lalK)red,  only  for  daty's  sake,  to  excel  in  every  requirement  of  the 
service,  he  had  esteem  unbounded — not  always  exhibited,  indeed,  by  outward  act, 
r  but  none  the  less  genuine  and  profound.     In  battle,  fierce  as  a  lion,  on  panule 
sometimes  stern  and  impetuous,   almost  to  injustice ;    in  the  hospital,  by  the 
bedhide  of  the  wounded  and  dying,  his  heart  grew  tender,  his  voice  as  soft  as 
a  woman's ;  even  his  touch  had  healing  in  it.     Men  who  only  saw  him  with  the 
hood  of  pride  uiwn  his  face,  judged  him  incapable  of  emotion.     They  did  not 
know  how,  under  all  the  hard  crust,  there  lurked  the  tenderest  thougbtfulneas 
for  the  health,  comfort,  and  lives  of  his  command  ;  how,  out  of  his  own  purse, 
he  ministered  to  their  wants  ;  how,  even  in  the  heat  of  battle,  thoughts  of  home 
and  kindrecl,  like  flashes  of  sunshine,  illumined  the  stony,  stoical  nature ;  how, 
in  the  battlc-i)auses,  he  was  wont   to  pen  messages  of  remembrance  from  the 
ghastliest  field  to  those  who,  afar  off,  watched  his  plume  with  solicitude  and 
affection.     It  is  no  wonder,  indeed,  that  men  misjudged  him  ;  he  liad  no  mirror 
set  in  his  breast  that  all  the  world  might  see  and  know  his  thoughts ;  rather,  he 
w:is  reticent,  reserved,  surrounded  by  a  hauteur  which  few  men  carod  to  pene- 
trate ;  and  so,  in  the  estimation  of  all  but  a  few  intimates,  he  suffered  a  sort  of 
martyrtlom,  when  he  should  have  been  crowned  a  king  of  men."* 

"And  so  Philip  Kearny,  after  weeks  of  waiting  at  the  doers  of 
the  New  York  Executive,  jostled  by  political  intrigiiei-s,  turned 
away  in  perfect  disgust,  absohitely  unable,  since  he  could  not 
be  a  private  with  one  arm,  to  find  a  place  where  he  could  serve  the 
country  he  had  come  three  thousand  miles  to  fight  for. 

"  Accident  placed  a  Jersey  tiiend  in  possession  of  the  fact  that 
he  was  in  America, 

"  The  noble  first  brigade  of  three  y4}ar'8  troops  was  then  gathering 
for  the  field,  from  which  so  few  of  them  retmned.  It  was  evident 
at  a  glance  that  all  8U(^h  men  needed  was  a  leader  who  could  appre- 
ciate their  merits.  Without  Major  Kearny's  knowledge,  this  friend 
hastened  to  urge  his  appointment  to  command  them.  It  Tvas  a 
matter  of  much  more  difficulty  than  he  imagined. 

Looking  back,  it  seems  inconceivable  how  it  could  have  cost  so 
much  exertion  to  secure  the  appointment  of  such  a  man  to  such  a 
place.  It  took  nearly  three  months  t-j  accomplish  it  Not  till  Bull 
liun  had  illustrated  om*  need  of  educated,  experienced  soldiers  was 
it  done.  And  how,  in  the  meantime,  did  the  restless  spii-it  of  the 
patriot  hero  chafe  at  the  delay — for  he  knew  his  own  capacity  and 
appreciated  the  character  of  the  wai*.     Sm-e  that  the  nation  would 
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eventaany  triumph,  he  knew,  then,  nevertlk--leBa,  that  it  wiia  all  which 
experience  has  found  it  to  be." 

Then  the  NEWS  of  BULL  RUN  came. 

The  writer  cannot  cloae  this  chapter  without  roalcing  a  few  re- 
marks in  regard  to  BiU!  Ruh.  Never  was  a  battle  more  ruisrepre- 
Bditcd  er  misunderstood.  The  paoic  which  occurred  ueithcr  origi- 
nated with  the  troops  who  were  engaged,  nor  those  who  did  ibe 
liard  fighting,  nor  did  it  assume  its  disgraceful  proportions  through 
them.  The  whole  matter  was  more  or  leas  intentionally  misrepre- 
sented by  such  as  Mr.  Russell,  wlio  ought  to  have  known  belter, 
and  Ilia  story  not  the  atoiy  was  rend  all  over  the  world  in  the  co!- 
timna  of  a  paper  enjoying  the  most  extensive  circulation,  a  paper 
the  moat  liostile  to  the  North,  and  the  most  deliberate  detractor  of 
]tH  people  and  of  its  armies. 

Had  Sir.  RuasKi.L  been  as  well  read  in  military  matters  as  he  as* 
■onied  to  be,  ondwas  believed  to  have  been,  he  would  have  refrained 
from  ushig  his  pen  so  freely,  since  foreign  history  contains  more 
(liagracfful  panics  among  her  regular  troops  than  occurred  at  Bull 
Itun  among  our  militia.  Major-General  Barnaud,  United  States 
Kngincers,  retcrs  to  a  number  of  instances  of  these  unaccountable 
pooids,  dissolutions  of  armies,  or  "  debacles,"  as  the  French  say,  in 
his  work  :  "  The  C.  S.  A.  and  the  Battle  of  Bull  Run."  The  wiiter, 
also,  immediately  after  the  occurrence  and  before  the  general  had 
Inkeu  up  his  pen,  wrote  several  articles  in  vindication  of  our  men 
and  collected  a  number — which  might  easily  be  increased  tenfold — 
of  instances  of  pauics  in  regular  armies  far  exceeding  that  of  the 
Slat  July,  1801,  in  our  aggregation  of  raw  troops,  for  that  could 
■mroely  be  termed  an  army  in  which  the  regiments  had  only  been 
brigaded  for  the  firet  time  on  thdr  march  towards  the  enemy,  and 
haA  never  been  mancouvered  together  as  brigades  or  divisions. 
"  PttSBitig  over  without  comment  or  consideration  the  plans  and 
sction  of  General  McDowem  critical  examination  wiU  disclose  the 
truth  tliat  it  was  no  want  of  courage  and  conduct  on  the  part  of  our 
Iirivates  that  loat  the  battle ;  the  fault  lay  with  their  immediate  oflicera 
Uiii  with  men  who  have  strangely  escaped  the  blame,  and  risen  to 
high  eommaii'ls."  Moreover,  had  our  rear-guard  or  reservedivision 
ln-en  brought  int\)  the  field,  or  even  a  part  of  it,  to  countemet  the 
cfiects  of  Ihe  arrival  of  Kirby  S.mitii,  Bull  Run,  instead  of  a  dL'feat, 
would  h.-kve  been  a  victory,  had  notGodforthe  welfare  of  the  cooo* 
try  willed  it  otherwise. 


196  BIOGRAPHT   OF   KA JOB-GENERAL  PHILIP  BEABNY. 

On  28th  August,  1640,  the  Scotch  forded  the  Tyne  at  Newbum, 
and  attacked  the  English  army,  6,000  strong,  "  which  fled  with  a 
speed  and  disorder  unworthy  of  their  national  reputation." 

At  Tippermuir,  Ist  September,  1644,  the  defeated  Lowlanders, 
volunteers,  fighting  for  the  Hbuse  of  Hanover,  accustomed  to  the 
use  of  arms  and  bred  in  a  warlike  age,  fled  so  precipitately  that 
"mant  broke  their  wind,  and  died  in  consequence." 

At  Philiphaugh,  13th  September,  1645,  the  array  of  Montrose, 
after  five  resplendent  victories,  won  against  great  odds,  was  anni- 
hilated in  an  equal  degree  to  that  of  de  Guebiiiaxt,  at  Tuttlingen. 

At  the  Pass  of  Killecrankie,  17th  June,  1689,  Claveruouse, 
with  an  army  of  imdisciplined  Highlanders,  dissipated  a  regular 
army  of  Anglo-Scotch  troops,  under  a  tried  and  reliable  general, 
MacKay.  The  flying  regular  abandoned  cannon  and  everything 
else ;  two  regiments  alone  stood  fast  (like  our  reserve),  while  all 
the  rest  were  routed. 

On  Sunday,  13th  November,  1715,  an  engagement  took  place  at 
Sheriff*inuir,  between  the  loyal  Anglo-Scottish  army  under  the 
Duke  of  Akgyle,  and  the  rebel  under  the  Earl  of  Mar,  which 
was  the  counterpart  of  Bull  Run  in  many  particulars.  The  Earl, 
victorious  on  the  left,  nevertheless  di-ew.off  to  Ardoch  ;  while  the 
Duke,  equally  successful  on  the  right,  withdrew  to  Dumblane.  On 
both  sides  the  left  fled,  while  the  right  maintained  their  gi-ound. 
The  English  General  WnrniAM  "  fled  almost  to  Stirling  Bridge." 

At  Preston,  20th  September,  1745,  the  English  troops  either 
laid  down  their  arms,  or  ran  ;  and  the  witty  Lord  Kerr  observed  of 
their  commander,  Siu  John  Cope,  "that  he  believed  he  was  the 
first  general  in  Em*ope  who  had  brought  the  first  tidings  of  his 
own  defeat." 

About  the  same  remark  was  addressed  to  the  Coitst  op  Ci.er- 
MONT,  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  French,  routed  at  Crevelt,  23d 
June,  1758,  when  spurring  into  Neuss,  he  demanded,  "  if  many  of 
his  runaways  had  passed  that  way."  "No,  my  lord;  you  are  the 
first — far  ahead." 

Two  or  three  more  British  achievements  in  this  line  may  not  be 
unacceptable  to  American  readers.  When  Russell  touched  up  hi« 
account  of  Bull  Run  in  colors  borrowed  from  the  privilege  of  ro- 
mantic nai-rative,  had  he  forgotten  the  stern  facts  of  the  "  Race  of 
C:ifltlebar,"  or  the  "Castlebar  Races,"  where  1,150  French  and 
"  some  few  of  the  malcontent  peasantry,"  (Cust),  or  800  French 
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and  about  1,000  pe»Bants,  with  two  light  giins,  (Gordon), 
■ttackoJ,  27th  Angust,  1798,  2,000  or  3,000  English  rogulara 
(Cust),  with  14  pieces  of  artillery  iu  a  good  position.  The  English 
Lrulce  ftiid  ran ;  some  to  Titara,  38  miles  from  the  field  of  battle, 
that  «tme  nij^ht,  nnd  an  officer  with  60  riflemen,  in  27  honra  made 
good  hia  raee  to  Allilone,  80  miles  fiom  Castlebor.  Kone  of  our 
men  beat  that. 

Take  PUttaburg,  llth  September,  1814,  as  another  nice  exam- 
ple, where  Mxcosui,  with  1,500  regulars  and  about  1,500  militia 
and  volunteers,  defeated  or  drove  back  12,000  Biitish  regulars, 
*'  with  a  most  excellent  train  of  aitiHery  "  (these  are  the  British  Gen- 
erul  Cl'st's  figures),  the  veterans  of  many  wai's,  and  the  conquerors 
of  Napoi,koh'8  best  generals  and  troops  in  Spain.  General  Sanrii, 
Ji.  A.,  on  page  186  of  his  "Precis  of  the  Wars  of  Canada,"  saysi 
"Several  very  efficient  and  excellent  brigades  were  forwaided  from 
RurdttauK,  from  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  to  Canada."  8o  that 
thtae,  the  veteran  conquerors  of  veteran  conquerors,  were  soon  to 
be  repulsoil  by  raw  American  troops  of  the  line,  volunteera  and 
militia,  defending  the  line  of  the  Saranac,  a  stream  whicli,  if  in 
thf  same  condition,  us  stated,  that  it  was  when  the  writ«r  saw  it, 
ouglit  to  have  been  forded  in  line  of  battle,  like  the  Tagliamento 
by  ih*  French,  16  March,  1797.  The  result  of  this  action  was  tho 
jirecipitate  retreat  of  the  British  anny,  leaviufjf  behind  them  their 
sick  and  wounded  to  the  humanity  of  the  Americans.  Gen,  Ciisr 
mlmits  that  a  panic  occunvd  among  the  British  troops  in  the  attack 
on  Fort  Ei'ia  But  scarcely  anything  equals  the  results  of  WmT»- 
unciCi  openitions  in  Buenos  Ayrea,  when  the  British  general  not 
only  cnpituUited  and  abandoned  his  own  field,  but,  to  save  his  beaten 
Army — beaten  through  tlie  incapacity  of  their  own  commander- 
yielded  the  previous  glorious  conquest  of  Sir  Samuel  Auohhuti, 
vrhich  W3»  not  endangered. 

All  tbught'Out.,  mis-hnnclled  troops  are  liable  to  panics ;  and 
shame  to  him  who,  on  that  account,  charges  cowardice  on  the 
Anglo-i^axon  race. 

Such  referonee  to  the  past  is  only  justifiable  to  meet  the  asper- 
■iona  and  unmerited  sarcasms  of  a  [people  who  egged  us  on  to  the 
Gr^st  American  Conflict,  and  then  wickedly  abandoned  ns ;  agovcrn- 
OU'Dt  "  J'erlide  Albion,"  whicli,  when  our  nation,  in  its  agony  asked 
lor  K  cop  of  cold  water  for  the  sake  of  common  lineage,  and  lan- 
guage, aiid  libfrty,  took  a  sponge,  dipped  It  in  vinegar,  and  thrust 
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it  upon  our  lips  at  the  point  of  the  spear,  as  an  American  poet 
pUraaes  it,  woiinding,  as  well  as  outrnging  hnmunit^,  in  ttie  Xortfa- 
ern  People. 

There  is  no  braver  people  on  the  face  of  the  earth  than  tho.£ng- 
lish  D.itioi),  and  were  there  no  other  proof  on  record,  their  conduct 
during  the  great  India  Rebellion,  and  their  prompt  suppression  of 
it,  would  exalt  them  to  the  pinnacle  of  human  fume  as  CliriBtian 
Boldiers,  the  truest  types  of  purest  chivalry.  But  we,  Americans, 
are  not  behind  them,  and  therefore  Russell's  reproach  deserves  a 
It(n.ANi»  for  Ilia  Ouves. 

The  preceding  are  English  catastrophiesj'but  let  not  Continental 
nations  forget  that  theb'  records  teem  with  equally  sorrowful  dis>a- 
ters,  which  an  invidious  consideration  would  assign  to  the  deficleu- 
ries  of  race,  whereas  they  are  chaigeable  to  the  inexplicable,  and,  is 
most  instances,  temporary  feebleness  of  humanity. 

Without  dwelling  on  Agincourt,  25th  October,  1415,  where  the 
chivalry  of  France  and  sixty  thousand  men  at  arms  melted  away 
before  two  thousand  English  horse  and  thirteen  thousand  Englich 
infantry,  like  a  loose  snow  wreath  in  a  warm  spring  rain,  wfaoHe 
drops,  in  this  case,  were  Engliith  cloth-yard  arrows  ;  or  referring  to 
medievjJ  panics,  review  the  many  parallels  in  war  since  the  iDUx>- 
duction  of  gunpowder,  which  revolutionized  the  military  art. 

At  Mootlhery,  15th  July,  14GS,  Loma  XI.  met  CiiAtass  rat 
Bold.  The  former  with  hia  French  triumphed  on  the  left  wing; 
the  latter  with  his  Burgundians  on  the  centre,  and  on  the  righL 
Loi^is  XI  abandoned  the  field,  but  nothing  more,  and  saved  Pai-ia^ 
his  capital,  as  the  Unionists  did  iu  July,  1^61.  What  makes  ttu» 
parallel  to  Bull  Run  more  apposite,  "  the  roads  were  thronged  with 
fugitives,  flying  from  those  who  had  fled  with  equal  preoipitation  in 
other  directions."  One  Royal  officer  never  drffw  rein  (ill  he  reaobej 
Lusignan,  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  miles,  in  Poitou,  and  % 
Ducal  cavalier  never  spared  spur  till  he  was  at  home  one  hundrt'd 
miles  to  the  northward,  in  Hainault 

At  Tuttlingen,  Thirty  Years'  Wai-,  24th  November,  1643,  an  aruif 
of  eighteen  thousand  veterans,  French  and  Franco-Gcimjin,  was  jnst 
wiped  out  by  twenty  thousand  Germans.  The  former  lost  a  mar- 
Bhal,  four  thousand  killed  and  wounded,  seven  thousand  prisonem, 
and  pretty  much  all  their  materiaL  Night  alone  stopped  tlie  pur- 
suit,  and  saved  a  remnant 

In  1702,  J4th  October,  at  Friedlingen,  ViLr.AKS  had  great  diffi- 
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cnlty  in  ralljdng  the  conqiierera  {hU  own  French)  ninniiig  away 
torn  the  beaten  IrapeiiaJieta. 

In  1704,  the  rout  after  Blenlieitn,  and  in  1706  those  after  Turin 
snrl  Kainilliea  were  not  more  terrible  than  the  flight  after  Bull  Run, 
and  these  three  occurred  among  troops  accustomed  to  conquer,  and 
Tetenins  formed  in  long  and  constant  wars. 

At  Leuthen,  orLLiaa,  5th  December,  1757,  thirty-three  thousand 
Pruaeisns  attacked  ninety  thousand  Aiutrians  in  a  fortified  position, 
of  whom  twenty-three  thousand  five  hundred  were  taken  prisouerB, 
ns  LhouMand  five  hundred  were  killed  or  womided,  and  not  over 
tliirty-«eveD  thousand  came  together  again  of  the  remjunder,  who 
fled  across  the  mountains.  On  the  19th,  the  Prussians  captured 
seventeen  thousand  six  hundred  and  Uiirty-five  mora  Austrians  in 
Brpslau,  so  that  FitKixutic,  in  tlueo  weeks,  used  up  or  took  nearly 
twice  as  many  of  the  enemy  as  he  had  numbers  to  achieve  tJiis 
marrd.  A  montli  to  a  day  before  Lissa,  5th  November,  1757, 
FuEDCRic,  with  twenty-two  thousand  Prussians  dispersed,  like  chaff 
tiefure  tlie  wind,  sisty  three  thousand  French  and  Franco  Germans, 
**  his  caialry  sweeping  SoruiSK  and  IIildburgualsen  (their  genei-- 
aU)  from  the  face  of  the  earllL"  It  was  not  near  so  bad  as  this  at 
Hun  Run — let  our  calumniators  make  all  the  misrepresentations  of 
whicJi  liie  incidents  are  auBceptible  in  regard  to  our  loyal  army — ^yet 
tlie  allied  army  was  composed  of  tralxied  soldiers,  and  oura  of  militia, 
or  thuir  e<]uivalent. 

Wliat  will  our  depretaatora  say  of  the  panic  among  the  victorious 
French  after  Wsgram,  1S09 ;  among  their  veterans  at  Albnera, 
181 1,  or  again  after  Soll'crino,  1859  ;  or  of  the  routs  of  Winkowo" 
in  1812,  or  of  the  catastiophy  of  the  Katsbach,  or  of  Deimewita,  or 
of  Leipsic,  1818,  or  Vittoria,  in  the  same  year ;  or  of  Maemoni's 
coips  after  Laon,  in  1814,  or  of  that  "  aauve  qui  pent  /  "  the  worst 
of  all,  aftf  r  Watcrloa 

Did  itpace  pemdt,  page  after  page  might  be  filled  with  suchrefoi^ 
*n<K!,  friim  Narva,  fought  30th  November,  1700,  in  a  Russian  enow 
■tonn,  down  to  that  famous  "  day  of  the  Pass  of  CambriJIs,  15th 
June,  1813,"  under  the  torrid  sun  of  Spain,  of  which  General  Cust 
8.-iy«  (2,  rV.  54) ;  "  The  best  of  the  story  was,  tliat  all  (three)  par 
ties  ran  away  (Gen.)  Malirice  Matdieu  (French)  ran  away,  (Gen.) 


'■  liililary  Sixdi  mil  Horai  Hian 
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Sir  John  Murray  (English)  ran  away,  and  so  did  (Marsbal) 
ScciiET,  (French).  lie  (Suchet)  was  afraid  to  strike  at  MuRRATt 
knew  nothing  of  Maurice  Mathieu,  and  had  not  even  been  able 
to  commoiiicate  with  Tarrajona,"  (besieged,  which  he  came  out  to 

relieve.) 


CHAPTER    XVII. 


AND  A  PATTERN  BRIGABB  COUMAKDEB. 
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Now  that  New  York  had  rejected  ,Phil.  KEARirr,  had 
rejected  the  "Type  Volunteer  General  of  the  War,"  New 
Jersey  adopted  him.  Henceforward,  Philip  Kearny  belongs 
to  New  Jersey.  New  Yorkers  have  no  claim  to  his  pre-eminent 
honors,  except  through  his  blood,  birth  and  burial.  The  laurels 
which  Kearny  won  in  1861-2  must  be  hung  on  the  trophy  of 
the  State  which  was  proud  to  number  him  among  her  repre- 
sentative men,  and  extend  to  him  the  rights  of  a  son  and  a 
citizen.  God  bless  her  for  it  I  The  only  error  she  committed 
was  when  she  gave  up  his  remains  for  interment  in  this,  his 
native  State,  which  had  disowned  him,  instead  of  retaining 
them  for  deposit  among  her  own  dead'  heroes  and  in  her  own 
soil. 

On  the  21st  July,  1861,  the  North  lost  the  battle  of  Bull 
Run ;  but  the  rebels  did  not  win  any  thing  but  the  possession 
of  the  field,  for  the  gain  was  altogether  with  the  North.  It 
cemented  the  free  States ;  it  awakened  the  people  to  the  neces- 
sity of  organizing  a  proper  army ;  it  taught  the  government 
that  they  could  no  longer  trifle  with  events. 

The  reverse  which  Kearny's  prescience  had  foreseen,  only 
stimulated  his  patriotism.  He  no  longer  stood  upon  rank  or 
right.  He  proclaimed  his  willingness  to  lead  a  regiment  or 
even  to  take  a  subordinate  line-command  in  any  which  should 
be  raised.     But  the  hour  had  come  and  the  man. 

Lincoln,  who  had  by  this  time  recognized  in  the  one-armed 
applicant  for  a  generalship  that  Captain  K  e  r  n  Y  whom  he 
had  assisted  in  raising  his  famous  troop  for  the  Mexican  war, 
determined  to  pay  no  more  attention  to  the  suggestions  of  any 
one  in  this  regard,  but  act  in  accordance  with  his  own  sound 
common  sense.  Accordingly,  on  the  25th  July,  1861,  the  com- 
mission  was  dated  lih  August,  1861,  he  appointed  Major  Philip 
Kearny  Brigadier-General,  with  rank  from  1  lih  May  previous, 
which  placed  Kearny  "  twelfth  on  the  original  list "  of  officers 
of  that  grade,  and  assigned  him  to  the  command  of  the  First 
New  Jersey  Brigade,  in  Franklin's  Division  of  the  embryo 
Army  of  the  Potomac. 

It  has  always  been  an  interesting  question  whether  volunteer 
troops  would  fight  better  if  organized  into  brigades  and  divi- 
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■iona  by  States,  or  if  diet  rib  ated,  without  regard  to  their  origiii, 
ty  regiments  into  brigades  conipriaing  troops  from  diffLient 
sections.  It  has  ever  been  the  writer's  opinion  tliat  the  massing 
together  of  the  troops  from  each  State,  iii  a  k^tate  uniform  and 
aniler  a  State  flag,  would  be  llie  wisest  course,  since  it  woald 
develop  the  highest  feelings  of  State  pride,  and  thus  muJce  the 
troops  from  one  State  anxious  to  surpass  those  from  another, 
creating  a  generous  rivalry,  which  must  inevitably  be  produc- 
tive of  the  most  beneficial  results. 

Tliese  arguments  in  favor  of  &  thorough  State  organization 
were  nrged  upon  Governor  IIunt  in  1850,  and  doiibiless  New 
York  would  have  had  a  simple  but  elegant  uniform  of  her  own 
hitd  it  lint  been  for  oHicers  who  wished  to  maintain  one  identical 
with  that  of  the  Uuited  Stales.  This  view  of  keeping  the  troops 
of  each  State  distinct  was  a  favorite  one  with  Puilip  Kkabnv. 
Fortunately,  to  enable  him  to  carry  out  his  idea,  the  first  four 
regiments  furnished  by  New  Jersey  had  not  been  distributed  to 
diSerenl  commands;  consequently,  Kearxt  was  enabled  to  set 
to  work  at  once,  with  all  his  energy  and  ejcperieoco,  to  make 
this  homogeneous  body  of  Jerseymen  soldiers  worthy  of  him- 
self and  of  their  State,  and  an  example  to  the  country  of  into 
wlmt  superlative  troops  a  grand  officer  can  transmute  willing, 
patriotic,  and  brave  citizens. 

Ekarny's  New  Jersey  Brigade  was  composed  of  the  First, 
Second  and  Third  rogimenls  from  this  Stnte,  which  had  reported 
to  General  Scoir  at  Washington,  on  the  29th  of  June,  1861. 
These  three  were  joined  by  the  Fourth  Regiment  N.  J.  V.  — the 
lalt«r  accompanied  by  a  New  Jersey  battery  of  six  pieces,  under 
Captain  Wiujau  Hkxamiib  —  which  reached  Washington  on 
the  2lBt  Angust. 

"  WilhiD  Iwenly.four  hours  after  receiriog  Dotico  of  bis  appoiutioeDt,*  tut 
(Ekibitt)  joined  tbe  Iroopa  it  Alexandria. 

"The  Jtttej  brigidfl  bappeoed  to  be  Ijiag  together.    Therefore,  in  spila  of       4 
a  ■trnDg  deafre,  on  the  part  of  the  then  Secetar/  of  War,  to  separate  tbea,  in 

•  ~OnSBlnrdar  Ihcdcclrlan  of  the  Goicmmcnl  wan  lakcn;  dd  Sunday  we  obtalnsd 
Ui  MKCIlon  or  hir  Mal«>tr :  an  Mondsr  we  came  dawn  to  PartlamenV  and  at  this  yery 
boor,  utalla  I  bave  now  the  linnor  of  addrcB^lng  thli  nou^e.  Brillili  ti-ooja  an  m  Otlr 
voy  to  Jbrtu^."    EuarLB  or  PnuMPisaBi.    Primi  MlnltUr  Ctsmsa, 
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ordor  to  abolish  State  prids  even  !□  Hucb  a  matter,  he  tniB  able  lo  procure  him> 
aall  to  be  auigoed  lo  llieir  couiQuuid,  and  entered  upoQ  his  dutiea  with  cottaU- 
tutional  alaorit;. 

"Those  irbo  had  most  strooglj  urged  the  appointment  of  General  EEUtNT 
h*cl  DO  eipeciatioD  that  he  would  posseis  such  eicellenoe  as  Le  [mmediMsl/ 
diaplaTHJ;  bis  dash,  his  chiratric  braveiT,  bis  generosity  end. lamb  tjpriidi- 
turn  of  his  large  wealth  to  make  bis  troops  compare  fsiorabljr  with  others. 

"There  was  no  idea  of  Ma  talents  aa  an  organizer;  hia  tervli  enthusiaBB 
for  his  profeBsion ;  hie  close  study  of  the  art  of  war,  and  intimate  BdjiiaiDtaiic* 
with  ita  history;  his  msKnetic  ioSuence  over  men;  hia  iatultire  perception  of 
character;  hia  strategic  genius,  and  hia  almost  more  than  coDsd^tioiu  daro- 

"  But  a  single  month  rsvealed  all  those  qualities  (br  which  drcmtiBUuieea 
vould  present  the  exhibition,  Fersonallf  and  intimately  acquainted  mjwif 
with  the  leading  officers  of  bis  Sneat  regiment,  I  was  astoniahed  to  Bod  that 
his  first  letter,  written  a  week  after  knowing  them,  photographed  their  ohar- 
■ctSTi  as  if  ho  had  always  been  their  t>Dtiipsnion. 

"And  he  addressed  himself  with  suoh  energy  lo  the  improTement  of  hjs 
brigade,  tbat,  in  three  montha,  it  wsb  coDfesaedly  Ibe  beat  disciplined  around 
WashingtoD. 

"  Ills  severity,  sometimes  brusque,  often  eccentric,  at  Srat  made  him  unpopa- 
lar.  But  the  men  soon  saw  be  was  less  indulgent  to  the  BhortcomiDga  of 
officers  *  than  to  theirs;  that  he  studied  their  comfort  aod  aimed  at  their 
impraremeDt.  But  oCGcers  and  men  hood  found  that  there  was  but  one  patb 
to  bis  good  will ;  one  way  of  escBpiug  severity — the  full  and  pDDcCllioDe  dia- 
charge  of  duly,  and  that,  if  they  were  e<|ual  to  lie  reiiuiaitions,  they  werw  not 

■  "  Wlien  tb(j  Iroops  occupied  Madison  Bqoan,"  alter  Iha  riou  Ib  ISGH,  "  I  otlsn 
walked  up  tbsra  and  ulk^d  wlih  Ihe  soldliTf.  In  teplr  lo  mj  quniiim,  to  <«•  of 
tbem.  If  bs  bad  lervBd  under  Genrnl  KElBirT,  be  rspllgd:  'Tea.  and  a  tplutH4 
Oancial  bo  was ;  bold  »  a  lluu  and  full  at  Bgbi.'    •  Was  he  1l1ii4  by  Ibe  men  r    '  And 
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«nly  ipprecUted,  but  moat  generousl}'  applftuiled;  while  •n;r  tb[Bg  lilie  Bhim- 
niDg  duty  mat  with  mo&t  tembla  rebuke.  And  thej  aavr  thai  he  required 
notlilDg  but  vtiat  he  tiimn«lf  did ;  that  dujs  and  nighta  nere  spent  Siting  bim- 
aelf  lot  greater  duties,  or  carefulijf  attending  to  their  beet  iotereata. 

"And  4a  soon  ther  catue  lo  love  him,  worship  him.  Tbe;  would  go  wjtb 
him  id;  where,  repoiicg  nilhout  question  on  hia  judgment." 

TLe  langaagc  of  a  friend,  whose  admiration  and  aSectioa 
has  survived  the  death  of  ita  object,  has  already  been  quoted. 
Lei  tlie  reader  now  compare  the  opinion  of  a  stranger,  one  who 
only  knew  Ekaesy  through  his  record  of  service,  and  the 
opinions  of  those  who  served  with  and  under  him : 

"  Ab  the  Artny  of  the  Potomac  gradually  weumed  the  form  of  &□  orderly, 
■yaicmatic  body  of  troopv,  with  admirable  sppointmentB  and  thorough  disci- 
pline, [n  the  fall  of  ISfil,  wbea  Geoersl  Kesbny  was  only  a  Brigadier,  there 
WBiv  oat  wBDCiDf;  those,  even  then,  who  saw  in  the  one-armsd  Jeraeyman 
qiulliUes  that  Bited  bim,  rather  thui  di«  cautloua,  unready  McClgllxh,  to 
command  the  nagniGcent  army  of  nearly  two  hundred  thousand  met),  ud 
burl  It  againit  Richmond. 

~  Looking  back,  now,  as  we  can  biatorically.  upon  the  leaders  of  that  hoat, 
w»  are  Juetided  in  saying  that  he  was  the  wisest,  the  moat  experienced,  ibe 
best  ceaiJ.  the  moat  aagadoua,  as  well  aa  the  bravest  and  most  dashing  ofBcer 
ia  all  that  army.  For  twenty-six  yeara  be  had  followed  the  profession  of 
arma,  in  the  spirit  and  with  the  chivalry  of  a  knight  of  the  middle  ages.  Bad 
ba  hred  •  few  centuiiea  earlier,  he  would  have  ridden  by  the  aide  of  Lons 
the  Ninth,  or  fought  tbe  Saracen,  shoulder  to  sboidder,  with  RtcniRn  CmttK 
Mt  L)0!r.  At  itarignano,  he  would  haTS  mingled  hia  blood  with  that  of  the 
RbwaliH  Batikd,  "thebraTost  and  the  moat  worthy."  At  Rocroy,  at 
Freihurg.  and  at  tfordlingen,  the  great  Conde  would  have  found  in  him  ft 
bfnthar  hero,  as  intrepid  and  fierce  in  the  onset,  as  skillful  in  taclica,  as  gay 
and  aa  gallant  m  bimaetf,  when  tbe  festivities  of  victory  succeeded  tbe  toils 

"  Those  whose  attention  was  eaught  by  bis  dashing  horsemanship,  his 
uarllal  Bgure,"  "  the  jaunty  Piedmonlese  cloak,  trimmed  with  Aatrackan 
lanb'a  vooi,  and  loaded  with  Bran denburga  and  cord,"  "and  the  gold  lace 
witb  which  bia  uniforni  was  all  aglow,  were  not  aware  how  firm,  eool, 
•yeiemalic  and  thoroughbred  a  aotdier  was  to  be  found  in  General  Keirnt. 
In  Ihia  respect  he  resembled  the  'Bat.ir:>  of  Ibe  Army  of  Northern 
TirglDla,'  Stokewau,  Jacebok,  who  won  so  much  repute  for  awift  marching 
■ad  Ilerce  ooiet.  that  few  gsve  him,  as  be  deserved  lo  have,  credit  for  aa 
tatrnb  atiilliy  lud  strategy  as  Lee,  or  any  other  of  tbe  generals," 

Lett  the  world  should  suppose  that  such  encomiums  were 
the  oRaprings  of  a  vivid  imagiiiatioo,  iufianied  by  passion,  filled 
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Trith  tlie  knightly  figure  of  Phii.  Kbabnt,  and  .ringing  with  the 
reverberating  praises  of  men  dazzled  with  his  galliiDtry — with 
the  "  galanluomo"  of  America — the  following  private  letter 
written  l)y  a  very  intelligent  sergeant  in  the  First  New  Jersey 
Brigade  {after  Kearky  had  been  in  command  of  it  sevcnil 
weeks,  and  while  it  lay  near  Alexandria)  ia  a  convincing  prtM>f 
that  the  reality  was  equal  to  the  ideal  in  this  case.  Yes,  indeed, 
that  the  reality  which  so  seldom  equals  the  ideal,  in  the  case 
of  the  "  American  JJayaed,"  actually  surpassed,  far  surjiaseed  it : 


will  endesTOT  to  give  jou  some  of  Ihe  traita  of 

LLh  bifl  commaDd.     lat.  He  is  untiring  In  hi) 

fort  and  well-being  of  his  men.     For  in-'tino*:  I 

ugaged  ia  coDTSTBation  with  Dr.  Sccklbt,  lh» 


"Aa  regarda  our  Geucral, 
his  character 
effort!  to  promote  the 
waa  Btuidin;  tbe  other  da/ 
Bri^adr-S'irgeon,  who,  hy  the  way,  ia  a  Srst-rate  mao,  haviDg  b»eii  lo  Uib 
Daited  Stslea  aervice  for  the  past  SlYeeD  yeara,  when  ooa  of  Geo.  KbiUUTt'i 
orderlies  rode  up  and  placed  a  sntsll  pocket  in  hia  hand  with  tba  Genonn 
complimenta,  Tbe  doctor  opeDed  it,  and  found  wrapped  up  in  a  nolo  twea^ 
fire  dollara  in  gold,  the  notti  uying  it  came  from  General  EEAEicr  for  Dr. 
SuoKLBT  to  use  for  liiiuries  for  tho  patlenla  In  Ihe  hospital  under  liia  (Or. 
&UDKl.Blr's)  charge.  'There,'  said  the  doctor,  -that  is  Sfty  doDare  Le  hu  seal 
me  for  that  piirpoae  aiuce  we  have  been  here,  some  two  months.' 

"2d.  Hia  diecipliue  is  of  the  alricteet  kind;  ihougb  there  in  oever  &i>f 
thing  like  domineeriQii:  or  Arfogance  about  him,  jet  he  will  hare  hia  ruleaaud 
tegulationa  carried  out,  as  to  drill,  etc.,  to  tbe  verj  letter, 

"  The  britisde  is  fast  approaching  what  I  nhould  judge  to  be  ita  legiticDBta 
aiid  proper  standard  uf  roililarj  perrvctiou,  under  his  UDcessing  endeavora  !■» 
make  It  what  he  aaya  it  shall  be,  if  the  officers  ecd  men  will  tmij  bear  * 
helping  band,  iiHmel;,  tbe  moat  uaefiil  and  elBcieul  in  the  service. 

"3d,  When  we  came  over  into  Virginia,  the  officers  cared  litllo,  aod  of 
courao  the  men  cared  lea*,  about  doing  things  by  ayslem,  eren  that  while  n 
were  atnlioned  at  Camp  Olden,  Trenton;  but  under  bis  guidance  no  prraon 
ivould  believe  that  thia  waa  the  same  body  of  troops;  perfect  order  aboul 
every  thing,  men  look  neater,  and  appear  lo  better  advunlaga  od  parades  «r 
reTWWs.  and  drill  better.  In  fact,  there  has  been  n  complete  revolutioo  at 
•very  thing  apperlaining  lo  the  whole  brigade. 

"4tb.  I  can  compare  bia  popularity  with  the  men  to  nothing  else  bnt  to  the 
French  army  in  tbe  days  of  N*pdt,son  I;  they  almost  worahip  him,  and 
would  follow  wherever —  follow,  did  I  MyT  no,  they  would  go  wherercr  ha 
points  aa  (be  path  of  duty. 

"Bth.  Their  conSdence  in  his  military  skill  ja  unparalleled  in  the  falMOfy 
of  Mi*  country  since  the  days  of  WASHiNaTOH.  He  seema  to  bavB  every  liuto 
item  of  military  education  and  stratagem,  necessary  to  be  used  in  ladi  a 
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oimpsiga  at  tbii,  *t  hig  fioger'B  endg.  Bod,  do  matter  nhit  he  mij  bo  doing, 
tliould  itiij  officer  ask  Ijta  opmioa  □□  this  point,  or  bis  advice  on  tbat  parli- 
ciilar.  be  nill  give  eiiber  just  as  if  he  bud  been  tbinking  of  nothing  elea  than 
the  subject  BU)rpri>BtGd  by  iLe  qu^tinn ;  in  a  word,  he  i>  n  militarj  man  in  th« 
■tricteat  aenSB  of  that  term.  Hia  peruvptioa  of  the  cspabililiea  of  a  man  for 
■11J  work  he  may  be  wanted  fur  is  as  quick  as  liehtnioir,  aod  he  oulj'  ueedg  a 
glance.  He  ia  alsoverj  strict  about  tnembera  of  OLher  brigndea  coming  inaide 
out  linea  witbiul  paHses.  and  wo  hure  bad  ordera  to  arrest  snj  such  fiiund  oo 
tbe  roads,  or  in  any  of  the  cam  pa,  nhile  we  aisy  be  on  patrol  duty;  also,  any 
of  our  owD  mea  found  oulaide  oar  liocs,  without  poBaee  from  ILeir  eoloneli. 
Tou  can  judge,  by  theae  instances,  somewhat  of  bia  character  aa  a  dlBClplJn- 

"I  think  I  have  written  quite  enough  to  convince  acj  person  of  hia  Slneaa 
Rir  ibe  respOHBibls  post  he  now  occupiea.  Tba  question  uaed  to  be  aalied, 
b«fore  he  came,  'Whoab>i1l  lend  us  on?'  but  now  it  is.  'When  shall  we  be  led 
10  meet  uur  eoemiea  ?'  There  are  no  fears  of  the  reault  of  such  a  meetiog  for 
kh  iostaut  crossing  our  miuda.  Our  Baal  success  is  sure.  Perhaps  many  will 
r«ll  before  it  is  attalcod.  1  may  be  of  tlie  number ;  but  if  I  ahould,  I  wish  ail 
my  frieoda  la  koow  that  I  fell  at  my  poac  cf  duty,  trusting  in  Him  who  aloue 
is  •bla  to  save  from  sin,  who  is  on  our  side,  aiding  iu  pultiug  down  the  moat 
black* hearted  and  damnable  rebellion  the  world  ever  knew.  But  I  fear  I 
shall  wear;  you  with  thia  long  dry  letter.  I  am  welt  and  hearty  as  ever,  and 
evi  allll  lift  my  eyea  to  tbe  hills  wht>nce  comoth  our  salvation.  Hay  Qod 
proapar  ow  arms  aod  nerve  our  arms  for  the  great  work  before  ua," 

WilLin  twenty  four  hours  —  as  stated  —  after  receiving  tha 
notice  of  his  appointment,  Kgarny  joined  his  troops  id  front 
of  Alexandria,  and  cstabli^ihed  hts  hoadqnarters  in  the  Episcopal 
Seminary,  about  three  miles  to  the  south  of  that  venerable  but 
intensely  rebel  city.  At  this  time  the  rebel  commander-in-chief^ 
JosBPit  E,  JoBNSTOiT,  had  his  headquarters  in  Centerviile,  but 
bia  advance  occupied  poaitions  from  which  nut  only  were  the 
Bpirea  of  the  capital  and  the  dome  of  tbe  capitol  visible,  but 
Arlington  Heights  were  actually  witbin  cannon  shot  of  his  out- 
posts. One  of  the  points  hold  by  the  rebels  was  on  Munson's 
Hill,  not  more  than  sis  miles  uorth-west  of  Alerandria,  and 
Keakxt  was  urged  to  withdraw  from  tbe  poaition  bo  assumed 
aa  loo  dangerous  to  bo  maintained.  Well  might  Kkarkt 
dccUre  tbat  ho  held  the  very  outworks  of  the  Untun  lines,  and 
tn»de  his  brigade  in  tbe  very  presence  of  the  enemy.  "  Do 
ibey  forget,"  •  *  are  Kearny's  own  indignant  worda, 
"  tbat  I,  on  tbe  heels  of  Bull  Run,  faced  the  enemy  with  » 
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Jersey  brigade  in  advance  of  all  the  others,  against  all,  McClel- 
I.AN  •  *  e(  id  omne  genua,  nearly  forcing  me  back  to  the 
Seminary.  Do  they  forget  me  at  HanasHas?  My  Jersey  bri- 
gade that  inflicted  with  panic  the  retiring  enemy  ?"  His  Tliird 
regiment  was  among  the  first  of  our  troops  to  come  into  direct 
ooltiBion  with  the  pickets  of  the  enemy  and  to  sufier  loss  in  ita 
ranks  from  rebel  bullets. 

"While  tfauB  promoting  tbe  efficieooj  of  his  brigade  iq  drill,  comrort,  sod 
health,  m  wbich  he  Bucceeded  wonderfutl/,  he  kept  tliem  all  klite  to  UkO  fact 
that  tbef  were  boou  to  fight.  Genera]  McCleu-an  had  givea  orden  to  with- 
draw Ihuir  outposts  to  a  line  near  Washin)(toa  ;  General  KbslBHT  cipoBtuUted 
BUCcesBfnll;.  and  kept  bis  troops  consiBQtlr  on  the  watch.  They  wara  lb* 
TBDguard  of  the  army.     His  object  was  to  graerata  militarj  rigiUuce." 

•'The  experience  of  the  brigade  during  the  fall  and  M-inter 
months  was  marked  by  but  few  incidents  of  importance,  the 
time  being  mainly  occupied  in  drill  and  the  ordinary  camp  du- 
ties. There  were  now  and  then  occaaions,  however,  when  the 
tedium  was  relieved  by  movements  which  served  to  test  tbs 
mettle  of  tbe  troops  and  prepare  them  for  the  dangers  and  hard- 
ships of  future  campiiigns.  The  Third  Regiment  was  among 
the  first  to  come  into  direct  collision  with  the  pickets  of  the 
enemy  and  to  suSer  loss  in  its  ranks  from  rebel  bullets.  On  tlie 
29th  August,  this  regiment,  while  reoonnoitering  near  Cload'a 
Will,  fell  into  an  ambuscade,  and  lost  two  men  killed  and  Coxa 
wounded.  On  the  same  day  a  company  of  the  Second  R«^- 
ment  had  a  skirmish  with  a  body  of  the  enemy,  in  which  ono 
man  was  wounded,  the  rebel  loss  being  twelve  in  killed  aud 
injured.  On  the  29th  of  September,  General  Kkaewt  made  the 
first  important  demonstration  which  had  had  been  since  Bull  Run 
in  the  nature  of  reconnQissance  In  force,  the  troops  consisting  of 
the  First  Brigade,  Hkxamsr's  battery,  and  a  company  of 
Colonel  Young's  Kentucky  Cavalry.  The  object  of  the  move- 
ment being  to  ascertain  the  character  of  the  enemy's  works  on 
Mnnson'a  Hi!i,  some  distance  from  our  lines,  where  he  was  sup- 
posed to  be  strongly  fortifying,  the  expedition  was  condacLcd 
with  the  greatest  caution,  and,  the  troops  behaving  with  tbe 
greatest  steadiness,  though  within  shelling  distance  of  the 
enemy,  it  was  eminently  euccessiiil,  General  Kbajui;  obtaining 
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pracUeljr  the  iororiaatioD  be  wanted,  and  iorormation,  too,  wliich 
pruvod  of  the  greatusi  value  as  a  guide  in  future  upciiitiotis. 
On  tlie  l3tL  of  UclobLT,  a  detachment  of  the  Fii-st  Regiment  foU 
in  with  the  enemy,  mainly  cavalry,  and  after  a  brisit  akirraiBht 
ia  which  they  emptied  a.  nu.aber  of  saddles,  retired  with  the  loss 
«r  three  or  four  killed.  These  Bkirinishce  wera  only  important 
in  *o  Jar  a  a  they  trained  the  men  to  vigilance  and  celerity  of 
raovemenie,  though  they  undoubtedly  gave  a  spice  to  the  other- 
wise dull  and  mouotonous  life  of  the  camps." 

While  thus  kept  in  enforced  inaction,  Kearny's  active  nund' 
waa  continually  dvelliog  upon  the  best  plan  of  opcratioas, 
ft1tliua<;b  that  military  sagacity  and  acquaintance  with  military 
Jrtre,  which  had  excited  the  surpriae  and  admiration  of  the 
Fntich  Generals,  was  neither  invited  nor  Buffered  to  participate 
ia  the  councils  of  McClcllan.  It  is  a  curious  fact,  which  t&o 
writur  beard  remarked  in  the  fall  of  lti6I,  that  McClkujin 
aeemed  to  put  more  conddenc«  iii  hts  German  division  than  any 
other  in  his  army,  and  no  one  had  more  ncecss  to  him  than  its 
coratnander,  except  some  especial  favorites,  not  one  of  whom 
nminUiined  his  relative  position  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
longer  Uiau  a  few  months  afler  McOlellan  lost  his  own. 

Am  tl  may  interest  the  reader  to  know  what  Kbaicny*8  viewB 
were  hi  regard  to  the  prosecution  of  the  campaign  in  Virginia, 
the  fallowing  may  be  considered  as  a  sort  of  epitome  of  his 
opiaioiu.  It  is  founded  on  conversations,  letters,  in  which 
military  considerations  were  too  much  intermingled  with  private 
inatt«n  to  permit  their  insertion,  from  remarks  repeated  by. 
common  friends,  and  his  own  indorsement  of  suggcBtions  laid 
before  him  from  time  to  time.  To  sum  the  whole  matter  up, 
Kkakxy  was  very  much  of  the  same  opinion  as  Lord  Napibb 
—  the  one  who  hae  just  acquired  so  much  celebrity  by  bis  suo- 
ecsufnl  Abyssinian  campaign — that  "the  way  to  defeat  an 
Aoistic  army  ia  by  going  straight  to  their  heads,  on  every 
occajiion."  Upon  which  a  critic  remarks:  "We  suspect  this 
rotiiftrk  contains  the  first  principle  of  siiCCcBsful  war  eyery- 
whw.' 

This  is  undoubtedly  80,  provided  the  "  forwards,"  or  "  have- 
•t-tbcm"  is  subordinated  to  the  imtiiutable  laws  of  Strategy 
27 
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and  Tactics,  and  to  the  rules  of  Pbactical  Strategy,*  which 
alw^ays  involve  the  hardest  kind  of  fighting,  when  the  favorable 
opportun  ty  presents  itself.  This  was  invariably  the  ease  with 
every  general  who  has  left  a  great  name  behind  him,  and  nothing 
hurled  the  lirst  Napolkon  from  his  throne  but  that  peraistent 
hammering  —  feints  and  blows  —  inaugurated  by  Blucuer, 
which  made  hitn  the  idol  of  his  Prussians,  of  all  the  soidieni  he 
commanded,  of  the  whole  allied  army,  and  a  greater  favorite 
with  the  English  nation  than  even  their  own  greatest  man,  the 
"Iron  Duke"  himself. 

Durinix  the  fall  and  winter,  while  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
in  a  surfeit  of  plethoric  incapacity,  was  lying  in  the  mud  around 
Washinsrton,  while  McClkllax  was  weavini'  those  airv  fabrics 
of  ambition  wliich  resulted  in  the  sacrifice  of  as  fine  an  arma- 
ment as  ever  obeyed  the  orders  of  one  man,  and  in  his  own 
ultimate  difficulties  and  removal,  Kkarny  was  engaged  in  mak- 
ing that  famous  New  Jersey  Brigade  which  was  the  admiration 

of  the  army,  a  brigade  of  which  J>rigadier-General  C.  S.  W - 

wrote,  on  the  21st  April,  1802,  from  the  camp  before  York- 
town  :  "  I  am  much  inclined  to  think  that  Kkarny's  brigade 
is  the  best  in  the  whole  army  ;  also  that  New  Jersey  has  in  all 
respects  fitted  out  her  troops  better  than  any  other  State.  Wo 
have  one  brigade  of  Jersey  troops  in  our  (Hooker's)  division, 
80  I  can  Juilge  somewhat." 

The  following  note  is  evidence  that  the  State  of  New  Jersey 
itself  was  not  backward  in  doing  its  peculiar  duty.  Would 
that  all  the  other  States  had  emulated  such  a  noble  example: 

IIbadquarters  Nirvr  Jerskt  VoLmcTKUu,  \ 
Skminauy,  Oclubcr  7,  ISUl.  f 

nu  ExceUmcy^  Governor  0!'len,  {of  New  Jersey):    Sir:       •••••• 

I  take  this  ocrai«i<)n.  your  Kxcellcncy,  to  express  to  you  the  great  admiration  fVoin  aO, 

military  and  civil,  who  obscrvo  (i(>,  of  the  mont  liberal  JudiciouB,  and  endarinsr  DAtar* 

of  all  our  equipment^  mid  othtT  army  hnpplies.    A0  a  Genenil  Officer,  commAudifig 

troops  of  ihc  State  (New  Jersey),  I  Teel  it  as  tin  additional  incentivo  to  us  alL 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  Kxccllency'i!'  obedient  aorvaDt, 

P.  KE.\RNY,  Bri^'adierGeneral  Commandlni;. 

•  Practical  Strateoy.— "  I  readily  accept  from  yon  this  cxprcpsion.  It  compripet 
•11  that  can  be  yaid  or  written  upon  skill  m  war,  and  I  agree  with  you  that  this  if  hnt 
evinced  by  sparing  the  lives  of  itH  instruments  as  much  as  poavible.  *^  Z4ce$  qf  tki 
Warriors,^  by  General  Hon.  Sir  Edward  C^st,  B.  A.,  1808;  "  Letter  Dedicatory.**  III. 
[CoxPARE  ''  Practical  Strategy,'*  aa  illuatratcd  by  the  Achievemcota  of  Field  lluvhal 
Tbauh,  by  J.  W.  DE  P.,  1803.J 
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Tho  greater  part  of  the  time  before  tlie  Army  of  the  Potomao 
Bfoved  to  commit  that  fuial  error,  ilio  march  up  the  Peninsula, 
whiih  h.id  its  oHj^in  in  mistaken  judgment,  its  unsuccesBfaL 
exeeiition  through  incompetent  handling,  and  its  reeultB  in  a 
•erica  of  disasters,  hall-foiight-oul  haitles,  or  iinirapi-oved  vieto- 
rie*,  little  belter  than  defeats,  except  that  so  many  tliouaands  of 
tho  beat  rebel  troops  were  swept  from  the  board  by  the  valor 
of  our  soldiers,  not  the  generalship  of  their  chief— General 
Kkabxy  was  engaged  in  a  correspondence  in  regard  to  the  be«t 
plan  of  operation  to  be  adopted.  Keakny  was  always  in  favor 
of  ft  direct  advance  upon  Richmond  on  the  line  afterwards  fol- 
lowed by  Grast.  This,  as  we  enjoyed  tlie  command  of  the 
Chnapeake  and  its  tributaries,  would  have  enabled  the  fleet 
to  supply  the  army  as  it  moved  onward  through  the  various 
nlDiiries  which  penetrate  so  far  as  to  almost  obviate  the  neoee- 
•ity  of  any  line  of  supply  by  land,  or  which,  at  all  events,  by 
conilaiitly  affording  new  bases  of  supply,  necessitated  only  very 
abort  aod  easy  wagoning  transportation. 

Three  plans  were  discussed  in  a  correspondence  with  Keaukt. 

The  firat  was  to  mask  Maitassas  with  a  sulScient  force  to 
enaure  the  safety  of  Washington  and  hold  the  enemy  in  that 
quarter  in  complete  check;  and,  promptly,  with  the  balance  of 
tho  Army  of  the  Potomac  thrown  forward  in  echelon,  fall  upon 
and  eaptwre  the  rebel  forces  along  the  Potomac,  engaged  in 
blockading  that  river  or  in  support.  This  was  very  much 
in  the  spirit  of  Cabsot's  plan  of  operations  in  the  year 
1703,'  when  he  restored  confidence  to  the  Republican  armies, 
■nd  converted  defeat  into  victory. 
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The  iecond  wny  sketched  out  was  to  divide  tho  army  of  tbt 
Potomac  into  two  bodioB,  the  iimaller  to  move  down  or  rather 
i}{}  ttie  Shenandoah  Valley,  cleaning  out  the  cnemj  as  U  ad- 
vanced;  the  other  and  lai-ger  body  to  follow  the  line  of  the 
Uraago  and  Alexandria  railroad,  the  lell  wing  oil  the  Um 
through  Fredericksburg,  both  operating  sirauUaneou^y  Kod 
dependently.  A  junction  was  to  be  made  through  Gordone- 
Tille  or  Charlottesville,  and  thence  a  combined  blow  delivvred 
from  tho  N^oith  and  West  upon  Richmond.  This  was  said  Ut 
have  been  Grant's  original  idea  in  iS6i.  Snoh  was  very  inueb 
the  system  on  which  Roskcbans  acted,  which  carried  him  fron 
Murfrcesboro'  into  Chattanooga,  and  closely  t'esemblcd  the  pUn 
which  carried  Sbekuan  from  Chattanooga  to  Atlanta.  Such 
was  a  course  parallel  to  that  of  Giiamt  —  Siiebidan  taking  ctn 


I  The  Odu  op  Tobk  *nd  Fhettab  oeis  b««loii  —  Ihe  tanaet  embtrked,  llw  bUM 
a.  Tbe  bdhj  piesed  to  Menln,  and  Lhe  Pbdicie  ot  Obuhx  naa  bestea, 


IibtIdi!  Jofned  Uul  of  UiQ  RblDe,  cbAiod  WcnHmi  torn  Uie  nalgUMi- 

Iff!. 

1  IhB  mopt  remarkable  and  be»t  maDienTref  in  tbe  wan  of  tho  VWAtb 

nothlD^  moie  lh*D  a  ilmplc  dcdacllon  Irum  FriodpJe  1.  Tha  olt]MS 
Cabhot  had,  vrbcn  fornilng  tbi  comb  ion  lion,  appcan  lo  haia  been  notlilne  da*  iban  tt 
'  iBliiB  the  nu»  of  the  French  Into  calllilan  n-Ith  entceiBlta  meUoiu  al  the  Coalnlotl- 
iMa.  Thia  cflmbUmrlDn  waa  good.  becAaae  11  wua  in  acconlance  wlUi  one  of  Itn  pdv 
ciplea  of  atrategy ;  bad  It  beon  In  adcordance  wlUi  ttva.  II  would  hire  bvcn  mdtfe 
battels  tr  wllta  the  Ihres  flrst  prlnclplie,  ■•  tu  ne  pOBBtble  iiiider  lh<  clnniOMUMi^ 
portBCt 

The  Ave  vIcIoj-Ibb  prDdnceQ  an  Imperfect  thoogh  a  great  nsnlt ;  becausa  iIm  «m>f. 
beini:  attacked  lb  front,  he  was  driven  hack  on  Mb  nalnnl  and  pnpui^d  lluea  -*rTtml. 
II  appean  that  the  Priaclplc  1  niabl  have  been  Iniolred  lo  Ike  tanie  cxtvni.  and  ttt 
Principle  Itnrolved  with  11  In  addition,  In  tbe  torniatlati  or  a  cooiblnailoa  opM  lb* 
mat  data.  In  the  fbtlowlbg  niiDuer;  After  tbe  Ticiory  of  Dnnklik,  tbe  French  mif, 
faulead  of  attacking  all  [he  whilu  In  ftunt,  and  tbn>  losing  tSe  heft  pan  of  ibe  bnltr  sT 
Victary.  ihould  lake  the  Men^e.  with  ICa  Bvii  forHfled  Inwna,  as  Iho  base  of  nuimnH, 
■od  IhDa  ItitercepIIng  BiKJowaKi,  CLAinrjiTT,  and  the  Psinci  or  OitAHoi  tt^ai  Iheir 
■ommnnleatlonB.  atlach  them  In  meru.  or  even  In  nar.  defeat  Ihem  •  wUli-h  wunld  b« 
■n  easier  taek  than  to  defeat  thetn  tu  froDl),  aiid  drive  Ihcm  at  TlHorontl;  aa  pmalM* 
■war  "om  thfiir  llnoi  of  rotrcaL 

CumoT  bm  rocelved.  geDcrallj'.  great  boimrfor  hi*  f ODiblnatlon,  and  merit*  It:  ftir. 
IMm  ibe  nrdlnar;  proceedlngi-  of  lbs  great  majarltj  of  general*  ot  hia  day.  i(  la  gnmUf 
to  be  feared,  that,  in  almoitan)'  other  handu  than  hia.  (he  ■ddUlonnl  armjinl^lkMa 
been  dlvldod  Into  aeveu  parte,  and  eanl  tn  relnlbrce  the  reven  armlea."  — '■  Elrmnlarf 
nwifiai  on  Slraiigji,"  b;  EiiwiM  Yxtaa.  fi.A.,  London,  ISU.  (Secoad  aditloB,  pp.  14-114 
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of  the  rebels  in  the  Sbcnundonh  Valley  —  after  he  had  worked 
throtij;h  tha  "Wilderneaa"  and  struck  home  at  the  Army  of 
Northern  Virginia,  in  Petersburg-Richmond. 

The  third  plan  was  to  make  Norfolk  the  base  of  operations, 
and  march  on  Richnsond  through  Petersburg.  In  the  last  two 
cues  a  sufficient  force  was  to  be  lelt  to  cover  Washington,  which 
was  to  co-opcratQ  with  the  mala  body  at  the  proper  tints  and 
^pportnnity. 

The  Shenandoah  Valley  was  never  to  be  left  open,  but  a  BufR- 
ewml  force  was  to  be  staCioned  therein  to  close  it  against  any 
•iidi  attempts  as  were  made  from  time  to  time  by  Jackso.v  and 
hia  auocoBRors.  RotfEcKANS  was  sent  into  the  Shenandoah  Val- 
ley lo  gather  together,  In  ISS2,  the  forces  sprinkled  about  at 
random,  and  provide  for  the  safety  of  the  capital  and  the  purg- 
ing^ of  that  channel  of  disaster,  which  was  a  constant  scene  of 
diiigrace,  until  fiery  Piiiu  Suukidan  swept  through  it  with  the 
bcaom  of  deairnctioQ,  with  the  steel  to  tho  bosom  of  the  rebel 
•Rny,  and  the  "torch  to  the  roof"  for  the  rebel  supplies,  which 
latter  coarse  the  French  critic  At  our  war,  RousanxoN,  declared 
"ahonld  have  been  applied  at  the  outset,"  and  which  was  with- 
held only  too  long  for  the  safety  of  our  troops  and  of  Washing- 
ton, and  for  the  honor  of  our  arms.  This  Shenandoah  Valley, 
was,  indeL-d,  one  of  disaster  and  disgrace  to  the  North,  through 
ntMFwant  of  that  "practical  strategy"  which  distinguishes  key 
points  and  eliminates  the  useless  while  conserving  the  beneficial. 
Whether  correctly  or  not,  it  has  been  stated  that,  "  Winchester 
waa  taken  and  retaken  seventy-six  times;"  whereas  it  should 
bavc  been  taken  by  Patticbso:*,  or  rather  by  his  motor,  in  July, 
i88I,  and  never  afterward  suffered  to  relapse  into  the  power 
ct  the  enemy. 

During  the  winter  and  early  spring,  a  correspondent,  stimu- 
Iat«d  by  the  (luestione  and  approbation  of  General  Kear'nt, 
WM  continually  studying  out  the  feasibility,  the  details  and 
parallolii  of  his  first  two  propositions.  In  August,  ISQI,  a  de- 
tuled  account  was  published  of  the  campaign  of  the  Austriana 
against  Ecqexk  Bkacdarxats,  in  18I.1-'H,  which  was  almost 
SDalogons  throughout  to  Krasnt'h  second  plan;  and  likewise 
the  winter  campaign  of  Gcebqbt,  which  was  similar  in  its 
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effects.  This  eystem  was  exactly  the  one  followed  jby  Napolkok 
in  1791,  wlien  he  with  liia  main  army  advanced  directly  through 
Friuli,  while  Jodbfikt  turned  the  Auiftriaii  right  through  tha 
Tyrol;  precisely  aa  Kbab-vy's  secondary  army  should  have 
operated  in  the  Shenaudoah  Valley. 

The  same  comhined  and  Bimultiineous  action,  althongh  not 
inimedifttely  subordinate,  aa  in  1707,  occurred  in  the  eampaifn 
in  which  Napoleos  operated  in  Germany,  and  Massex*.  ii% 
lluly,  in  1605,  and  n^ain  in  1809,  under  the  Viceroy  EtTUEMIi^ 
ill  Italy;  Nkv,  working  in  together  to  the  same  ends  on  tiie 
Tyrol,  and  Mabmont  from  Dalniatia.  In  iei3  the  game  *M 
reversed,  and  the  French  plan  was  put  in  csccution  nguiort 
themselves  with  like  successful  results. 

The  campaign  of  1613  was  a  perfect  reproduction  of  the  eon* 
paign  of  K97,  only  in  1813,  the  Aiintrlans  from  the  euat,  nnder 
Hiller,  were  pressing  westward  on  the  direct  Ime  followed  by 
Napoleon,  sixteen  years  previous,  with  Fexneu,  flunking 
through  the  Tyrol,  retracing  the  steps  of  JotTBBKT  down  tho 
Adigo.  Had  our  armies  operated  simultaneously  through  tho 
Wiidcrnesfl  and  up  the  Shenandoah,  the  rcbele  could  not  faaiTe 
maintained  themselves  at  Manassas  or  at  anyintermedlat«  point 
on  tho  line  of  the  Orange  and  Alexandria  railroad.  Had  ihoy 
attempted  to  do  so,  they  would  have  found  ihemselvea  !□  the 
same  predicament  as  the  Russians  in  their  retrenched  camp  at 
Drissa,  on  the  Dwina  in  1812. 

After  the  coufiagration  of  Moscow  when  Kutcsoit  operated 
npon  the  French  flank  along  the  Toluga  road,  the  game  wu 
reversed,  and  the  combined  operations  which  should  have  cul- 
minated on  the  Beresina,  to  the  niter  destruction  of  the  French, 
only  failed  through  the  tardiness  of  Admiial  TscarrcuAa<*r 
and  General  WrrrGENSTEir.', 

JouiNi  remarks,  "  without  doubt,  the  fault  of  Admiral  TscHTP- 
CHAGOFP  in  a  very  great  degree  contributed  toward  thsir 
extricating  themsolves  from  the  scrape,  *  *  *  It  is  a  qnm- 
tion  which  should  bo  most  admired,  the  plan  of  operatianS' 
which  brought  the  Rus!iian  armies  from  the  extremity  of  Uol" 
davia,  from  Moscow  and  from  Polotsk  to  tho  Beresina,  as  to  A 
rendezvous  iu  time  of  peace,  which  only  just  fell  short  of  eSbe^ 
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bg  the  capture  of  their  redoubtable  adversary,  or  the  admirable 
consiaouy  of  the  hero  thus  pursued,  wbich  succeeded  in  Ibvciiig 
a  paatiage." 

A  similar  result  to  the  one  proposed  was  indicated  by  the 

mple  occupation  of  GalUuia  by  ScHWAiiTZBNnERa  in  1813. 
(Charras,  Guorre  i^e,  1813,  iv,  100,  etc.)  The  Fi-ench  had  lo 
tbaadon  Poland  at  once  and  fall  back  behind  the  Elbe.  Then, 
bad  PruBsia  been  ready  to  move,  the  French  would  certainly 
havo  been  thrown  back,  with  ease,  beyond  the  Rhine. 

A  Kreiieh  army  could  have  lived  off  the  Shenandoah  Valley, 
wiiich  would  have  obviated,  transport;  the  Union  anny  ought 
to  have  done  so. 

In  1814,  Bluchkb's  line  of  advance  of  the  Army  of  Silesia 

18  equivalent  to  the  "  forwards  "of  an  array  up  the  Shi-nandoah, 
Hie  main  army  of  the  Allies  reprcBenting  ours  under  Gsast  in 
tM  Wilderness. 

JtfASSKXA,  as  admitted  byl^APiEB,  need  never  to  have  fought 
the  battle  of  Bnsaco,  1810,  which  he  lost,  had  lie  turned  Wei/- 
UxerOK  at  the  first,  through  the  Yulley  of  the  Mondcgo,  to  the 
i^bt,  or  as  be  afterward  attempted  to  do,  when  too  late, 
through  Boyalva,  to  the  left.*  As  an  example  of  this  course, 
takeGuANT's  campaiga  of  the  spring  of  1802.  Ai.bkbt  Sydney 
JoBKsroK  was  at  Bowling  Green;  the  capture  of  Forts  Henry 
and  Uonelson  threw  him  back  two  hundred  miles,  beyond  the 
Tenneaseo. 

In  fact,  the  grand  taciicB,  whose  sucoessful  carrying  out 
General  KEASMt  witnessed  at  the  Col  de  Mousaia,  in  1840, 
an  exHi^t  type  of  the  atragetical  plan  McGlellan  should 
liave  followed,  only  on  a  grander  scale,  and  more  extensive,  but 
BOt  more  difficult  theaire  of  action.  Napoleok  III  conceived 
ilUr  moves  in  1859.  Why  they  failed  is  incoraprehensihlc, 
oonaidGring  the  generals  and  troops  he  hud  under  bis  control. 
At  •  I^ter  date,  writing  upon  the  same  subject,  General 
Ekaknt  says :  "  It  would  have  been  so  beautiful  to  have  pushed 
■Acr  tho  enemy,  and  in  doing  so,  Uolate  Frcdericksburgh,  carry 
it  easy,  occupy  that  road,  and  thus  turn  those  river  batteries; 

•  Otmwma'  Aluoh,  UL,  UX.  gl9--G0,  MpgcIaUj  »0,  Col :  a 
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ftU  the  while  near  enough  to  Washington  iu  case  of  any  att«mpt 
upon  it." 

Then  as  to  rcconnoissanccs  in  force,  Kbarnt  exaclly  n^rmd 
with  GiTBOWsEi  (recall  Napoleon^s  deinoDstraiiciD  the  night 
before  Waterloo  to  discover  if  the  English  were  retreating  or 
determined  to  stand  the  hazard  of  the  morrow's  die) : 

"McOlellan  acts  as  if  he  had  taken  the  oath  to  some  biddea 
and  veiled  deity  or  combination,  by  all  means  not  to  ascertain 
any  thing  about  the  condition  of  the  enemy. 

"Any  European,  if  not  American  old  woman — in  pants,  long 
ago  would  have  pierced  the  veil  by  a  strong  reconnoiBsanoe  oa 
Centreville.     Here  '  All  quiet  on  the  Potomac'  " 

"And  I  hear  generals,  West  Poisters,  justifying  titb 
colossal  offense  against  common  sense,  and  against  Ihc  rtidi- 
ments  of  military  tactics,  and  even  science.  '  Oh  noble,  but 
awfully  dealt  with  American  people  1 '  "• 

Had  McUi.KLLAN  ever  read  the  extraordinary  military  career 
of  JoH.v  Cavalier,  with  which  Kearky  was  well  acquainted, 
and  of  which  ho  oflen  spoke,  he  would  have  understood  lli« 
enormous  advantages  enjoyed  by  Lee,  occupying  a  eeotnl 
position  in  a  mountainous  country,  well  known  to  him  and  his 
subordinates,  and  have  provided  against  them,  as  Gbast 
eventually  did,  or  any  ge!TERai.  would  have  done.  Cataurk, 
it  is  true,  was  a  marvel  of  genius,  a  heaven-bom  general,  A 
peasant  by  birth,  and  bred  a  baker's  apprentice,  bcforv  the  »gt 
of  twenty  he  became  general-in-chief  of  the  Protestanta  of 
Languedoc,  with  no  other  knowledge  of  tactics  but  what  he  had 
picked  up  by  watching  the  mantBuvres  of  troops  in  the  strMtfl 
of  Anduze,  or  acquaintance  with  strategy  except  thrcngb  tha 
inspiration  of  common  sense.  He  never  had  over  three  thoaaand 
men  in  hand  and  actually  engaged  in  a  body  nnder  hi>  eon* 
mand.nnd  never  wanted  more,  but  he  kept  that  number  alway* 
complete,  every  one  of  which  was  a  picked  and  triei)  eoMier. 
Like  Stonkwai.i,  Jacksos,  he  was  a  fanatic,  and  his  troopa 
were  thoroughly  fanatioised,  fighting  with  the  halter  sMuad 
their  necks,  and  worse. 

:.,  wllh  Luaci'*  "fallal 
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This,  togolhcr  with  a  disciplino  of  iron,  qtiadrupled  their 
Rtrengtli.  Even  all  this,  however,  without  the  genius  of  Cata- 
UKE,  would  have  Accomplished  nothing.  To  and  iro,  like 
Kbkdkric  the  Great  in  the  Seven  Years'  War,  he  shot  like  a 
RJialtle,  and  either  paralyzed,  held  al  bay,  or  beat  sixty  thou- 
Mnil  lloyal  Irooiis,  of  whom  twenty  thousand  were  velenins, 
cavalry  as  well  as  inf:intry,  well  supplied  with  artillery,  com- 
m^nd^d  by  one  Marshal  of  France,  three  able  Lieutenant- 
Oenerals,  throe  MarenhnHx-de-Camp,  and  three  Urigadiers,  no 
loan  (liscingnished.  Marshal  Montrevel  estimated  Catjilikk'b 
inmben  at  twenty  thousand,  although  they  never  exoeeeded 
hree  thousand,  "  forged  in  the  fire  of  battle  and  tempered  in 
.he  »weat  of  marehes."  Cavalier  was  constantly  viclorioiis  in 
lOlaMd  enconntora,  nntil  a  simultaneous  concentrated  movo- 
l«nt  nearly  destroyed  his  column  at  Nsges,  when  he  descended 
Ilia  moiiDtain  fastnesses  into  the  lowlands,  cutting  loose 
his  base.  Nevertheless  he  did  not  succumb  to  any  force 
•f  arme,  although  he  must  have  finally  been  worn  out  by  con- 
tant  hammering.  He  fell  a  victim  to  a  diplomacy,  which,  in  ita 
lec«it,  resembled  that  which  put  an  end  to  the  Algerian  war 
»y  the  seizure  of  Add-el-Kader— and  terminated  the  Seminole 
irar  by  a  similar  treacherous  capture  of  Osceola.  As  it  waa, 
the  necessity  of  crushing  him  promptly  and  matching  his  genius, 
forocd  Louis  SIV  to  send  into  the  south  of  France  the  finest 
soldiers  and  best  officers  at  the  disposal  of  the  French  Minister 
of  War.  The  English  critic  speculatea  with  horror  upon  the 
vSeel  of  the  presence  of  those  generals  and  troops  in  Germany, 
b«t  especially  at  Blenheim,  both  of  which  Cavalier  kept  fnlty 
employed  in  distant  Langueaoc  Had  Cavalibr  never  risen 
or  been  l«>s  than  ho  was,  the  eun  of  Louts  XIY  would  .not 
have  set  in  disgrace,  and  hie  motto  of  "  Nbc  Plcribds  Iupak," 
**  not  an  unequal  match  for  numbers,"  might  have  been  realized 
ifi  an  empire  as  extensive  as  that  of  Napoleon  ;  and,  as  it  was 
baaed  on  religion,  more  durable. 

Indeed,  the  failure  of  the  English  fleet,  under  Sir  Cloudeblbt 
Shovel,  to  co-operate  with  Cavalier  frustrated  the  grandest 
plan  of  the  Camiaard  leader  and  his  adherents.  Had  the  Eng- 
lish captains  succeeded  in  establishing  a  communication  with 
2B 
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Iho  Ceveiiol  leaders,  and  furnishing  them  with  the  neeiSwl  sup- 
plies, it  is  almost  impossible  to  calculate  the  euormous  results 
wliiuh  might  have  followed. 

But  tlie  reader  may  say,  what  has  this  to  do  with  our  war? 
Everything.  The  plan  of  opcratioua  which  finished  Cavauuh 
was  the  plan  of  Keakny  who  was  worthy  to  be  named  with 
ViLLARB,  who  ended  Catalieb's  career  as  Grant  ended  LkkV 
InoGSsaiit  activity,  simultaneous  attacks  of  converging  colnnuin, 
allowing  no  respite,  high-souled  magnanimity  bleuded  with 
soldierly  decision  —  no  "  pottering,  half-heartedness,"  but  Bi.r- 
CEiEB-like  "foewaeds,"  everywhere,  when  the  tide  had  turned, 
and  was  on  the  rise;  and  it  was  on  the  rise  in  the  winter  &nd 
spring  of  1662. 

Eearnt  knew  all  this  well.  He  was  thoroughly  posted  in 
military  history.  His  information  in  this  regard  surprised 
generals  of  the  highest  rank  and  ability  abroad.  Neverthelc**, 
he  could  take  advice  from  outsiders,  and  thankfully  avail  hioi- 
self  of  the  industry  and  ability  of  others,  even  if  they  ofid  not 
bear  the  trade-mark  of  the  National  Military  Academy  — that 
Academy,  the  glory  of  our  country  in  its  grand  men,  wlioss 
natural  greatness  it  so  greatly  develops;  the  damage  to  our 
people  in  the  castc-iofiuencc,  and  prejudices  it  has  engendered; 
a  curse  almost,  in  particular  cases,  in  its  little  men,  by  permit- 
ting them  to  claim  weight  for  their  opinions  on  exhibiting  tbe 
original  stamp  of  its  mint.  Sending  a  man  to  West  Point  who 
has  not  soldierly  instincts  in  him,  does  not  make  him  a  sol«ticr, 
any  more  than  the  mode  of  officering  the  English  church  make* 
good  Christian  ministers.  It  creates  a  caste  like  the  EgypLtati 
priesthood,  whose  members  claim  for  every  one  within  the  palo 
all  the  dignities  and  emoluments  of  the  office;  in  which  indt- 
viduals  may  possess  the  spirit,  but  it  would  not  be  natural  to 
believe  that  the  whole  did. 

Alas  !  were  not  all  of  Kkaknt'b  forebodings,  founded  on  tfaa 
apathy  and  mismanagement  of  that  fall,  winter  and  spring, 
fully  realized  in  the  sacrifices  and  incapacity  of  tbe  ensuiag 
Btunmer  and  autumn  ? 
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PLANS  AND  CORRESFOMDKNCB. 
nms.    The/  Ui  onr  policy  anil  call  It  cowardli 


1 


.    ThsiL 


Tlialdat 


II  Blrlke, 


Wticn  fltDuia  utia  Ihem  an,  aad  know,  bjr  meaanie 
or  tbuir  ubrenanl  lull,  lh«  BDCmlea'  wcletit,— 
Wbf.  thie  lulb  not  a  flDger'a  dl^Uj : 
Tbor  nil  this  bed-work,  mapiwry.  clmat-war ; 
thi  that  Ihe  tbid.  thai  ballen  dovra  the  wall, 
For  Ihe  great  iwlng  and  rndenesa  of  hla  polie. 
They  pl«ce  bcforg  hlB  bsbd  IIidI  made  the  eiielne. 


•r  Ihane  Uot  w 


>a  i;uld«  bta  oKcuUoii. 


I  ol  Iheli 


iswblch  tnbseqbeDtlj  clapped" 


■aorriuir  of  Walerloo,  liter  Ul 
made,  "  wat  time  squandered,  abeolmely  loti  (by  DiiroLiuiij  \  and 
;■  ol  Ihli  kind  am  nuvcr  be  repaired." 

CauauB' ■•  IliiiolrtdelaCtaniiagnsdtias,  WaUrloB." 


"Ib  thtelhaRInfal 


if  France  [tiHCoui] 
A»|.  B*  did  no(  blmieir  pretend  lo  be  a 
4u>Kn.  anA  much  aa^city  qaallded  bim 

■Birlud."    Liscaui.  1(  la  ataled,  nicd  lo 


labod  hla  own  headqnarten  [WaiUlig- 

»llod  iDcb  :  but  be  waa  alwaya  cateHil 
id  repoHid  In  ibem  the  coDRdooce  tbay 
I-B-il-I  "bia  genera!."— QunOn i>ur- 


Maxt  persons  have  Bupposed  that  Kkarnt's  unfavorable 
Opinion  of  McClellan  was  subsequent  to  tlioSG  displays  of 
-iDxbility  —  that  is,  inability  to  adjust,  dlrcut  and  iigtit  so  vast 
■  force  as  the  country  confided  to  him;*  in  fact,  to  fill  com- 
inrnsurately  the  immense  role  to  which  ci re um stances,  to  retard 
And  ripen  events,  assigned  him —  an  inability  which  paralyzed 

■  *■  liie  SnE.  mart  liupociant.  and  prominent  atep  In  the  pratecatlou  of  tbs  war,  and 
WW  Ktian  conrcqn'ncGtL  were  fell  lo  the  end,  wai  the  deDiclIto  and  iDjurlimiarginUa- 
UOD  etvcn  to  llie  Army  of  Ihe  Patoniar.  In  Ibe  winter  of  Isei-IL  It  was  niirtl  unmrtnn- 
V.tlat.vtiA  1/uJliuit  MBK  ana  malertal  erir  fiimMtit  (0  any  dfm^  of  the  world.  tbU 
aniy  ahould  liaic  botn  orKnnlMd  with  ■□  little  reftrence  to  tbe  rnlea  of  war  Rnversliis 
Un  •irKanlullon  otantilea,"  Ac,.  &c.  )Ia]or.Qeneral  A.  pLauASTOii'a  SnpjihimenlarT 
Hmott.    Biamloe  carefully  pagea  S  (o  0. 
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our  army  at  the  best  eeason  of  the  year  for  active  operations. 
This  Burmise  is  not  correct.  Already,  in  thu  fall  of  I81J1, 
Kkakvy  appears  to  liave  loat  all  oonlidence  in  liiiii,  from  ilin 
fact  that  McClhllax  seemed  to  have  lost  all  confitli.'nee  in  Lis 
troops.  Writiug  from  his,  the  headquarters  of  the  Nei 
VoluDteera,  at  the  Episcopiil  Seauuary,  near  Alexandria,  I 
ber  8,  1861,  he  observed  : 

"  I  am  Id  favor  of  Bendiog  for  one  of  them  "  [referriog  to  KUDe  •zp«rl*De*d 
Franch  geaeral],  "becauae  I  bad  thiit  Gonenl  UcClsu^h  u  loo  distniMhil 
of  his  forCBB  siace  Baker's  aOiiir  (Bull's  Bluff)  K  adopt  lbs  true  keypoiat  ia 
Btrategr." 

April  16,  1802,  he  sums  up  the  matter: 

"  lodeed.  I  have  beea  deadlv  nppaaed  to  (he  river  plan,  as  aDCOveriDg  Wnli- 
iDgtoo,   wUUnut.  a   emgle  advaQtage.    Beaidee,   UcClelljlit  ia  too  ab>ir  W 

maaiBuvre  out  of  a  Bcrape." 

Kearst's  soldiership  was  always  too  prompt  and  energeUe, 
not  only  for  McC'LKi.tAs,  but  for  those  immediately  over  liiu 
in  command.  Had  Keabsy's  advice  been  followed,  Kearxv's 
"practical  strategy"  would  have  iniinceuvred  the  rebel*  <niC  of 
their  insulting  positions  in  front  of  Washington  the  fall  before 
the  spring  they  did  evacuate  them,  and  almost  as  soon  as  they 
showed  themselves  there.  His  subsequent  occupation  of  Man- 
assas was,  perhaps,  taking  the  times  and  all  the  other  attending 
circumstances  into  consideration,  one  of  his  most  brilliant  acts. 
It  was  not  appreciated,  because  never  properly  bronght  b^^forv 
the  people,  and  bocause  the  people,  as  a  rule,  appreciati*  no 
result  of  soldiership  which  is  not  purchased  with  lavish  profiu^ 
ion  of  blood. 

When  BcHssiDB  went  to  Albermarle  Soand,  he  sapposej  tbe 
blow  was  aimed  at  Norfolk.  "  If  Bumside  lakes  Norfolk,"  hs 
said,  in  eifect,  "he  has  the  key  of  Richmond  in  his  hand,  and 
can  go  in  through  Petersburg,  if  he  only  kcows  how  to  torn  it," 

Nevertheless,  Kkarnt  was  anxious  to  give  McClkli.a!«  ertrr 
possible  chance,  as  is  shown  by  the  following  communicstioo, 
wbioh  has  not  yet  been  published. 

It  was  written  I5th  December,  1861,  at  his  headquarters  in 
the  Seminary,  near  Alexandria. 
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n  Oeneral  UcClellak,  ■ 


"  Aa  1  have  *  *  *  <  aDimadTer 
aUtnl  mf  dJa>pp<ilatBiBDt  aa  to  hii  mililary  c 
no  lime  to  ^nutd  you  boiI,  throuijh  jou,  otlitrs  as  to  tbe  danger  or  iDttrreiing 
villi  lii«  plana.  whaWver  ibtj  may  b«.  Such  a  course.  In  prec^piLallDg  Mm 
Ttttm  hds  [H>licr  10  anolber,  would  be  diasalroua.  The  admiuigirBtioD  was 
Wtonfr  IB  cuprlliDg  SfOTT —  the  only  one  fltled  by  hiH  habil  of  victory  and 
luidiiuoled  vein  peri  meo  I  for  hBiiillIni:  mnasea.  His  njlud  irae  BLroDg  aa  ever, 
ahhuti^li  it  may  bure  luraed  too  luiicb  to  detail,  wbicb  be  performed  bHdlj 
■od  eliivly.  Tbeae  minor  deficiuiicies  Bbould  bave  been  cared  for  for  bim. 
Ua  bigh  Rioml,  military  aud  poliiical  atandiog  were  aucb  Ibat  bo  ebould  have 
been  pteieived  by  tlie  admiuiBtralioQ  as  an  icgis  in  cuae  of  misbsp.  And 
Willi  ruliinCeera  as  invaderi*  no  military  cutculatiooB  from  pant  bislory  permit 
jiiu  Ui  liE  sksured  agaiaat  it.  Believe  me,  with  a  great  admiration  for  tbe 
|rur«  cliafBcter  of  Ur.  LiNuauf,  wnlch  all  believe  ic,  I  do  not  think  that  bia 
■itmiciielrBtiuo  would  survive  a  eecond  Bull's  Run.  I  am  coovinted  that 
U()Clk(.l&»  reela  lliia,  end  is  rendered  over-cautious  by  it.  lint  all  sllaw  bim 
CDHauinBiate  abililiea  —  that  ia,  ulenta,f  I  certainly  admit  it  nijeelf.  I  deny 
liiol  uuH  Bpark  or  mililHry  geniup,  aod  yet  an  utidsuuted,  sober  courage. 

~  lie  tiHB  been  worully  wrong,  politically :  Tor,  in  the  eyea  of  TareigD  govern- 
nwnta,  our  Inaction  cao  only  pass  for  pusillanimity.  He  was  equBlly  wrong  as 
lo  the  WnprraiDent  of  hia  tronpa.  Tbej  have  lesa  dLsi:ipliue  to  day  {miue 
•ddllioa ally,  from  lojudidoua  interference,  in  tHkiDg  from  me  artillery  and 
eavalrj  merely  lo  leave  tliem  an  unoontrolkd  bed  nample  iu  our  midai)  from 
lueUta  raviow*,  which  their  good  senae  tells  ihem  is  nouaeoge,  aod  oui  of 
piac*  (ur  so  army  that  has  a  ataia  to  wipe  out,  and  Trcm  Ihe  continuoua  gui*' 


■>«  In  which  we  kept,  until  aittr  Bakek's  affair,  and  whici 
the  idieoeia  of  winter  quarters  without  tbe  boldneaa  of  avi 
tn  aa  iU'judged  delay,  as  a  metier  of  aeaaon  in  October  tl 
(■Dd  la  thla  Pouutry  tiie  mere  wood  roada,  out  of  season,  ai 
dajB  were  long,  ibe  temperature  geuial,  uor  was  there  an 
of  uiatFfial  —  our  hatteHea  were  completed,  our  cavalry  id< 


lubaided  into 
Equally 


Aa  to  Dumben  the  enemy 


hia  force  e 


■ing  ID. 

roada  were  Srm 
impassable),  ifae 

I  thao  aufficient. 
e  rapidly  ihati  we  do, 


lltproTadltiltirDnr  Great  Citll  War  hid  ni 
ly  bltfli  opinlan  of "•  Ulenli;  bnt  hi 


and 


"if  h 


and  mori 


Ybcn  li  alwSTa  •ddib 
sain,  10Tb  June,  1811, 
tate.  pnd  nnld  bavo 
Duld  have  i ncceedcd  " 


MTTtad  hi)  nioainra  Into  rxocatian  »  ba  ongbl  to  have  dons.  It 

laiin  tniH  In  i;enln>  In  il>  wofkinc  dT«M."    "  To  act  witli  cnmoinn  >En>R.  tccarding  to. 

■OK  an  nsl  half  lO  uipliil  ■>  cnnDgn  aenw,"    Acawinun.    Pihul  hat  (am*  veiy 
EBrluDt  and  appiMltn  remarks  en  geometrkal  mlnda.  Chap.  IX.  1  IU  ,  wortbf  of  eoti' 
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And  here  waa  a  false  elementary  computation  by  the  genera].  And  it  waw 
MoClellan's  plan  to  have  opened  the  game  at  that  time.  The  m«8))ap  of 
Bakeb  uunerved  him.  He  did  not  dare  to  trust  bis  troops  if  thej  failed  at 
their  tirac  step.  The  trifling  details  as  to  a  move  detHiled  at  length  Id  anuj 
orders  to  the  command  (only  the  last  care,  when  all  else  has  been  arranged), 
proved  incontesiably  that  such  was  the  case.  In  forty-eight  hours  alter,  I 
as>erted  that  tiie  day  of  the  campaign  was  indtfinittly  postponed. 

'*  However,  General  McClkllak  is  not  such  a  man  of  universally  allowed 
talents  not  to  have  his  own  determined  line  of  policy.  It  is  ihat  I  deprecate 
interfering  with  bim  now  that  I  write,  lest  I  may  have  been  previously  mi^ 
understood. 

••Scott  is  gone,  and  none  more  likely  than  McClellan  remains.  All  are 
equally  untried.  Military  habit  of  mind  and  practice  of  necessary  military 
elements  may  have  become  instinct.  Energy,  militarily  diri-cted,  may  be 
second  nature.  The  logic  of  military  comprtheusion  may  surpass  all  other 
analysis  —  all  of  which  make  good  subaltern  generals  —  but  genius  alone  can 
suffice  for  operations  of  bundrt  ds  of  thousands,  over  a  space  of  near  a  coDtio- 
ent;  and  that  man  is  yet  to  prove  himself. 

"  I  have  finished  all  my  paper,  and  I  fear  have  bored  you  with  a  very  long 
letter.  My  health  has  a  regular  break-down,  but  I  will  soon  be  up.  Wiiii 
best  regard,"  etc. 

Tt  is  scon  that  in  closing  his  letter  Kearny  alludes  to  his 
health.  It  is  a  great  mistake  to  suppose  that  Kearny  enjoyed 
robust  health.  The  only  time  that  he  ever  seemed  to  be  free 
from  the  most  distressing  attacks  was  while  he  was  in  Africa, 
and  engaged  in  active  service  in  the  presence  of  the  enemy,  feel- 
ing, as  it  were,  the  grating  of  his  blade.  While  at  iSaumur,  in 
1839-'40,  he  was  often  confined  to  his  bed;  when  in  Italy,  in 
1834,  he  was  dan  onerously  sick. 

He  used  to  remark  that  it  might  be  said  he  had  lived  upon 
calomel ;  or  again,  tliat  he  had  taken  calomel  enough  to  kill  a 
horse.  People  were  often  deceived  in  regard  to  his  condition, 
from  the  fact  that  his  energy  rose  superior  to  his  bodily  ailments 
the  moment  that  duty  called  him  into  the  saddle.  Days  of  con- 
stant exposure  and  activity  were  often  succeeded  by  sleepless 
suffering,  when  nature  most  demanded  the  recuperation  of  re- 
pose. He  aged  terribly  during  the  short  period  of  his  general- 
ship, and  was  very  grey  when  he  fell. 

Again  he  wrote,  still  from  the  same  spot  seven  weeks  after- 
ward. 
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HEADQDAHTKR3  SEW  JRRaKT  BRIBADB, 
Caup  SeuLvary,  Va..  Pebtuarf  S.  1BU3. 
**  Tours        •        *        •        have  been  recBived.     It  w»a  a  Irulj  miliUty 
tnal,  acl  eriaced  whal  I  ctajm  Tor  ;au  as  a  apKialita  \a  talentB.  a  wnnderful 
oommaod  or  (luu  rram  tbs  past,  with  a  geniua  Id  their  adaptation  to  evolrs 
parlicuUr  llieories  Tor  a  fiilure. 

"  T»u  have  placed  GienoKY's  campaigu  in  •  most  impreHnira  light  befors 
IM;     1   bad  rsad  the  same  book,  and  bad  slmoBt  forijotieD  it.    1  rrad  it, 
,    althnufrh  an  Amerti-na  officer,  more  as  a  palilicul  lUeme ;  at  beat  oul;  iu  a  tactl- 
e*i  lluht,  and  without  particular  rerereace  lo  tbe  map, 

"  After  one  general  glaoce  at  it,  for  main  poiats,  jou  prove  that  jnu  Biudied 
It  in  llie  I'ghl  of  atratepy.  One  Ibing  la  cerlain  ;  it  waa  a  Winter'a  Canepaign 
•nd  each  Uatilo  w»l  fought  with  aa  much  arlilli-r)'  na  we  poaeeai.    •    •    • 

"Still,  lliere  is  mrich  Ibat  is  different,  if  jou  adduce  it  as  a  Slrale^.  Ihnt  la 
applicable  to  ourselvea.  I  do  not  regard  it  as  aucb,  further  thaii  aa  a  proof 
oTth*  power  of  ovtrcoming  obalaclea. 

"Q<xiu)Bt's  armr  was  never  mora  than  wbal  would  bo  two  lo  Ihrae  or  four 
of  gnr  diviaioua,  the  Aiistriaaa  email  in  proportion;  whereas  the  theatre  of 
war  waa  bouodless. 

I  to  SOO.OOO  of  a  eirle,  and  although  eiteoding 
ectcd  hy  moUDtain?,  ere  both  Beparate  and 
siiiring  around  our  eoomj.  - 


e  about  400.0( 


llalUid,  at  leiBt.ndmit  of  do  niBD< 
"  Tbvre  are  but  two  plana  opei: 
"To  aanmuTte  against  Richini 
two  ttititctive  poiula  of  strategy, 
•aaiest,  aud  jielJa  the  greatest 
niand,  from  its  mi<ral  imporianc 


toui 


i  Ihi 


New  Orlaam,    As  lo  tbe  vslua  of  IIipm 

utain  thai,  wliilat  New  OrUauB  ia  ih« 
of  counlry  for  a  cuplure,  Ihal  Rich- 
which  will  prove  the  mi«t 
liBsippi,  and  would 


(I  beliave  thnt  the  war 
lined  in  command},  and 


Biippoae  B< 


o-thirds  it 


dedaive.  and  would  carry  with  it  tbe  Valley  of  thi 
laolat*  the  war  to  almost  only  South  CaraliQa;  at  al 
BvgaMion  S-^lea. 

"Geaeral  Scott,  partly  aa  a  very  great  tactician 
iroutd  have  been  nuislied  bj  this  time  Ltd  bu  rem 
pnnclpally  as  ■  Virginian,  decided  fur  the  Kentucky  I 

"  It  li  very  cerlain  that  this  in  also  McCi.elLak's. 
from  tbe  agglomeration  of  furors  there.  They  are  ne 
eftb««DFmy,  besidea  the  Rolilla. 

"That  (he  enemy  must  full  back,  beaten  or  otherwise,  and  Tennessee  b« 
arviia  (provided,  aa  would  be  the  aaee,  ws  detach  Bome  50,000  ptcknd  men 
from  this  army  to  the  Weal,  McCleuak  going  in  person),  and  New  Orloaus 
taken,  la  a  certBlDiy. 

"Tbo  only  queatioo  which  would  arise  are,  in  the  first  place;  BsAuaxaABD. 
would  occupy  ihe  AllpglianicB,  and  prevent  any  entrance  into  Tirgmin,  with 
far  mof"  tjiullity  than  be  ever  does  at  Unnassaa.  tn  the  eeoiid  pUce,  if 
fiKADBtOAKD  ia  gifted  with  genius  (and  those  who  know  him  inliinately,  with 
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a  life-lonfiT  experience,  although  thej  deoj  it,  in  their  hearts  accord  it  to  hii 
he  may,  when  our  arm  ea  are  launched  well  South,  operate  himself  in  o 
rear,  and  with  a  last  effort  in  Tennessee  jeopardize,  if  not  destroy,  our 
oupI}'  victorious  carc-er.* 

**I  maintain,  therefore,  that,  although  the  river  couraos  and  its  oommei 
importance  point  out  the  Vallf^y  of  the  Mississippi  fwr  us  to  adopt  as  our  11 
of  operations,    that    Richmond,    though    at   present   the    more   difficult 
apparently    physically,  ^  mater idltment^''   the   less   important,  is,    In  fact, 
oViject   we   thould   strive    for;    * matertellenient,^   also,    because,    thai    tak 
Virfiinia  would  be  found  full  of  Unionists. 

'*  North  Carolina  wouM  declare  itself  so,  without  a  blow.     We  then  h 
the  deboitclie.t  of  the  Allpgliauies  in  our  favor,  since  their  population  is 
u<i,  itnd  form  the  key-point  of  the  corners  of  the  Middle  States  Bjkd  Soul] 
Slates,  we  pal^y  all,  overrun  the  still  rebellious,  demand  New  Orleans  and 
Mississippi   banks  to  reassume  against  factioniats,  their  comforts,  their 
merco,  their  welfare,  and  their  peace. 

**  &)  much  for  my  reasoning.     The  problem  I  consider  nearly  reduced  l>-  the 

tactical,  and  I  would  like  you  to  consider  this,  and  tell  me  how  best  to  -^dis* 

lodgrt  tlie  people  from  Manaspas. 

"  For  myself  I  say,  that  it  is  even  now  to  be  done  as  it  would  have  been 
better  done  in  September,  in  OctoV)er,  even  in  November,  viz.,  rapidly  to 
M.inassMS,  and  simnlianeou.oly  with  troops  from  all  quarters,  even  Baltirr 
fall  on  Johnston'.     lie  and  all  beyond  him  would  b**  cut  off,  or  get  back 
rapidly  into  Mnnas.'^as.     We  could  take  and  hold  Winchester,!  and  thf  n  ^i^' 
mence  a  turning  move,  cutting  the  r»'bfcls  from  the  Rappahannock;  all      ' 
while   offering   tiiem   a    pitched   battle.     If  they  themselves  disposed  C^^ 
would   be  f) reed)  to  come  out  of  their  intrenchmenta  at  Manassas  to  g«^> 
Wo  are  superior  to  them,  and  T  do  not  see  why,  in  masses,  we  should  not  fx 
as  well,  and  if  we  are  to  be  beaten,  then  the  oftener  we  are  beaten  the  soo 
we  will  learn  to  fight.     It  is  the  history  of  all  beaten  people,  who  have     *»- 
and  money  in  superabundance. 

"Another  plan  seems  to  me  to  mask  Manassas  towards  their  right,  ^ 
then  with  forty  thousand  men,  destroy  their  thirty  thousand  men  aouth 
ua  from  Occoquan  Creek  to  Aquja,  Ac.  This,  also,  would  most  probably  fc 
them  to  fight  in  the  open  fi  Id,  and  then  to  seize  Fredericksburg  aod  ^^ 
communicate  with  expeditions  up  the  York  river,  or  James  and  (al'.hou^^ 
has  some  fearful  difficulties)  tlius  attack  Richmond  almost  from  the 
(from  the  north  and  north-west). 

n)ut 
•  The  reader  will  Bee  herein  foreshadowed  Brago*8  Kentucky  campaign  of  186S-  _   .^^^ 

more  particularly  Rood's  deepcrato  venture,  which  was  checked  before  Nari*"^^ 

December  15th  and  lUth,  18G4. 

t  Winchester  was  considered  an  important  Ptra/jetlc  point  before  the  Revol**^*^        ,^o 

and  was  fortified  at  the  earliest  date  of  the  Anglo-Colonial-French  Wars.    **1C<«'' 

of  Gen.  Graham,"  Ediuburg,  18«2. 


piidra  of  thai  ^Dii 


ill  to  egseotiHU  from  Ilieir  ui 
□  if  from  our  great  n 
I,  wbicb,  like  lbs  t 
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"  Nov  I  UD  rerj  aniioue  to  have  you  gire  me  your  views  pro  sod  am,  iuid 
•s  In  feaaibllities.  lu  tbe  idleaess  or  our  cHmpa,  we  the  poor  geiierala.  discuss 
ad  IHnta-m,  all  these  pIddk,  iuaamucb  as  General  McClgllxn's  policy  is  to 
«xdutle  prery  one  rrom  liia  preaance.  Al  flrat  there  were  a  few  generals 
kdniitted  to  we  him  (about  tbs  lima  of  his  ravieira).  Latturlj  there  is  Dobody. 
Some  grnerala.  as  il£i»TZ£LiUN,  Jto.,  tc,  bave  not  aeen  him  at  all,  except  al 
th-ae  reriewa.  and  tbe  otben  almost  not  at  all.  Tliia  qualitj  of  relicesca  and 
•ccret'y  ire  valuable  itualLties  io  a  mail  like  Louis  tlAPOLEON,  or  in  one  of 
g«aiuB — a  quality  other  than  mere  lalenta — but  I  consider  it  moat  unfortunats 
in  UcCl^LLix.  Talents  he  baa  ;  geniua  bo  ban  not.  The  triQes  io  the  anny, 
T  miBmsnagement,  proTO 
a  he  Bucceeda)  ia  at  the  aatj- 
'ULEON,  could  dispenae,  if  he 
ipalgQ,  he  could  regulate  tbe 
auppliea  of  a  newly  organiKioe  re^imeut.  So  fat  *  *  *  froni 
yvniir  not  beiag  able  ki  adriae  lor  large  bodies  of  men,  oone  Ihat  know  yon 
will  disclaim  it.  If  tbero  eiisla  a  preventiTo,  it  ia  that  you  take  the  world 
•  little  bit  loo  much  by  force  instead  of  receiving  it  in  practical  working 
«ril«r,  such  as  human  nature  conaiiiutes  it.  But  I  have  not  tbe  Hlightest 
doubt,  but  that  your  frienda  will  gradually  be  able  to  bring  your  utility  more 
imo  aotioe." 

Again,  Keab!4T  wrote  from  Alexandria,  on  the  19tb  February, 
1662: 

"Satnrdsy  eTeniag  I  rscslved  a  tele^rraph  notice  of  tbe  serious  illness  of 
'  AauniB' (his  idolised  sou).  I  look  forty-eight  boure'  leave,  arrived  boms 
Gobdsy  U  dawn,  comforted  Ag.ies,  I  believe  witnessed  a  favorable  change  ia. 
tba  disease"  (typhoid  fever)  "  of  my  boy,  and  left  on  Monday  at  U  P.  K. 
Arrived  yesterday  in  time  to  take  my  place,  at  10  a.  u.  on  the  Board,  Ibad 
bta  detailed  to  (clothing  and  uniform),  and  at  night  went  to  my  brigade.     *    * 

"  I  have  to  thank  you  for  four  intereetioK  letters,  although  not  meetiog  fully 
mj  bopsB.  I  liad  hoped  that  as  to  paasiug  pieces  in  the  mud  that  you  would 
Ikeva  been  able  to  have  remembered  Io  have  joined  in  jouc  extensive  cesding 
poaitlTe  facta  sa  to  what  had  been  used. 

"  The  printed  matter  you  sent  me  wbb  roost  Interesting.  You  have  &  wsn- 
derlVil  faculty  of  introducing  and  printing  for   the  public,  subjects  that  are 

"Tbe  aolioas  are  goodi  as  to  certaio  points ;  aa  to  masking  Uaoaasas,  it 
may  have  lieen  originally  yours,  but  it  also  belongs  to  Greneral  AfcDowELL  and 

"  U  BpDke  for  itself;  tbe  noment  you  could  not  force  them.    As  to  the  idea 

of  Atbeiunrle  Sound,  I  know  that   it  was  yours  a  long  while  sines.     I  am 

quite  ready   Io  suppose,  that   you   were  treated   thus    •    *    •    precisely 

hcQiuBe  you  had  given  to  him,  or  others  (his  staff)  ideas  which  struck  him  as 

29 
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feasible ;  that  he  intended  to  adopt  them,  (or  they  might  have  oolncidad  with 
his  actual  plans,)  and  feared  lest  by  an  inteirieWf  be  might  betraj  the 
Importance  he  attached  to  them ;  or  it  might  truly  be,  that  he  is  neoeasarily 
80  overworked,  that  he  could  not  find  time  to  see  you. 

'*  There  is  so  much  indiscretion,  even  treachery,  that  IfcC  ham  made 

a  rule  to  see  few  officers. 

**  Heintzelman  and  most  of  the  generals  never  see  him ;  I  think  that  he  is 
wrong,  for  much  escapes  him  that  ought  to  be  done^  and  especially  mnce  be 
is  an  engineer;  and  since  he  has  brought  so  many  other  engineers,  and  put 
them  in  high  places,  who  are  as  ignorant  as  himself.  I  sometimes  think,  that 
C.  F.  Smith,  and  Grant,  and  Buell  will  cut  him  out,  although  I  am  quite 
ready  to  believe  that  no  person  surpassed  McC  as  a  man  of  greit  tal- 

ents, as  a  mathematician  and  calculator.  He  is  also  a  man  of  real  coarage, 
although  I  find  in  many  occasions  that  he  has  been  guilty  of  *  taionnemenV 

But  all  allow  that  McC is  a  superior  man.    I  am  sorry  to  asy,  that  I 

think,  that  he  wants  first  what  General  Scott  excelled  all  military  men 
in,  his  genivLS  for  command  (the  innate  knowledge  of  handling  men),  and  yet 
you  are  of  the  opinion  that  Scott  was  overrated. 

**  I  refer  you  to  the  French  School  of  Generals,  where  ^n  and  tactical  pow- 
ers of  mind  elevate  the  officer,  and  are  regarded  as  procuring  sacceaa  far  more 
than  strategic  subtlety.  For  myself,  I  know  of  no  one  short  of  Napoleok,  in 
this  century,  that  has  equalled  Scott  ;  and  it  is  to  be  remembered  that  he  led 
his  men  to  the  bayonet  charge,  at  a  period  when  all  had  been  in  the  habit  of 
running." 

Before  closing  this  chapter,  a  couple  of  paragraphs  from  the 
Address  of  Cortlaxdt  Parker,  Esq.,  are  too  apposite  to  he 
omitted  —  even  although  they  embrace  what  may  seem  to  be  a 
repetition  of  ideas  already  presented — since  they  contain  extracts 
from  Phil.  Kearny's  letters,  reflecting  on  passing  events : 

"  And  so  the  autumn  of  1861  rolled  on  ;  Kearny,  and  a  few  like  him,  impa- 
tiently longing  for  the  order  to  advance ;  Ball's  Bluff  checking  and  delaying 
it,  and  carrying  sorrow  and  almost  dismay  to  the  hearts  of  the  Northern 
patriots ;  DranesviUe,  partially  reassuring  them,  the  victories  south  and  west 
invigorating  the  resolution  of  the  Nation ;  (General  McClellak  bustling  hither 
and  thither,  reputed  busy  and  successful  in  organization ;  the  Cahinet^  the 
President  and  the  Nation,  waiting  long,  at  first  with  full,  then  with  scarce 
half  confidence  in  the  commanding  General,  for  the  moment  when,  with  the 
advance  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  the  haughty  Confederacy  should  dis- 
appear. 

"It  was  not  long,  however,  before  the  lynx-like  perception  of  General 
Kearny  saw  the  truth  as  to  his  commanding  General,  and  ho  expressed  it, 
not  msubordinately,  but  confidentially,  and  with  many  cautious  and  generous 
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ItopM  that  ha  might  be  miataketi.  In  October.  1861,  he  wnlea:  'I  see  r 
VBciliatioa  in  hia  grasc  objects,  alJoffing  boibII  □bjoccs  lo  intrude.'  '  Tb&t  Gen- 
eral llcOLEiJ.A.>i,'he  wriWB,  tnFebruarj,  1S61,  'hue  had  full  Bwaj  for  his  greitt 
gjieeiatiti  —  Calenta  of  calculation  and  long- hand edneas  —  ia  moBt  fortunate  for 
bim  and  the  coustrj.  But  the  United  Statea  alone,  of  all  oountries,  conld  have 
Bupplied  bj  her  wonderful  virgia  reeourcea  for  a  waot  of  geaiua  of  command 
which  would,  enrlj  in  September  have  decided,  bj  timehj  fir/hlin-j  and  tnamruun'- 
inf,  ahat  tof  virre  doing  now  by  drad  momtnlum.  Fiflj  Ihouaand  more  troops 
<"o  the  Potomac  would  have  maneUTered  the  enemy,  with  sure  auccaaa,  out  of 
HAnaasni  in  September  last;  England  would  not  hare  losulted  ue:  foreign 
pDwan  not  been  doubtful  of  us ;  Ihe  grtitlnas  of  the  Anifricaa  name  been  more 
immtdiatfly  viiidknled,  and  Ibe  terrific  eipensea  been  aared  hj  a  speed;  l«liai- 
lutiau  of  the  war.'  March  lih,  1862.  he  speaks  more  decidedly:  'Although 
there  ia  do  one  exactly  to  replace  UcClellan,  I  now  proclaim  distlncilj  thai, 
iinlees  a  chiofl  a  like  officer  uol  aa  engineer,  of  military  ^iTcffi^e  (suoosss  under 
Or«  with  troops),  ia  put  in  command  of  tbo  Army  of  tha  Potomac  (leaviog 
HcCleli.an  the  minor  duties  of  General-in-Chief),  we  will  come  In  for  aoma 
avrfal  disaster;  the  only  person  lo  take  hia  place  is  General  C.  F.  Sutth,  In  the 
Armj  of  Sentucky.' 

■'  Dp  to  this  time  he  and  General  McClkllak  Iiad  never  clashed.  These 
Opiniona  were  tbe  result  of  his  observation,  and  very  much  of  his  convictlou 
that  Ball's  BlnS  was  really  an  advance  from  which  McGlbllan  shrunk  back 
and  threw  the  blame  on  General  Stokb  unjustly  —  scared  by  the  first  disaster. 
Not  long  aflei  he  saw  himaelf  what  he  deemed  evidence  of  the  inferior!^  of 
MoClcllak's  genius,  and  tbeoceftrward  he  was  decided  in  his  depredation 
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CHAPTER  XIX. 

THE  SECOND  ADVANCE  TO  MANASSAS. 

*'  New  Jersey  Blues,  the  bold  and  true, 
Thou*^h  small  the  State,  the  men  though  few, 
They  prov'd,  in  eighteen  sixty-two, 
They'd  deeds  of  seventy-six  outdo; 
New  Jersey  Blues,  ye  bold  and  true. 
Were  worthy  Kearny,  Eeaiimy  you !" 

"  Like  all  the  troops  from  this  State  (New  Jersey),  their  gallant  condnct  danng  the 
years  that  the  command  existed,  rendered  invaluable  i^id  to  the  National  cauae." 

Capt.  Blake's  "  Thru  Yean  \n  ths  Army.*' 

"  Dorset  is  fled  to  Richmond." 

RlCSARDin. 

ft 

" '  Charge,  Chester,  charge  !    On,  Stanley,  on ! 
Were  the  last  words  of  Marmion." 

Scott's  "J/arwiion." 

"  No  man  shed  tears  for  noble  Mutius  ; 
He  Uvea  in  Fame  that  died  in  Virtue's  cause. 

Titus  Akdbonicus. 


Gloster.    "  Now  is  the  winter  of  our  discontent 

Made  glorious  summer  by  this  *  son  '  of  York." 

"Eos  EGO  OLORIOSOS  FECI  TULIT  ALTER  HONORES." 


BiCHABD  m. 
YlBOIL. 


"  And  now  he  writes    *    ♦    for  his  redress : 
Sweet  scroll?  to  fly  about  the  streets  of  Home  ! 
What's  this,  but  libelling  against  the  Senate, 
And  blazoning  our  injustice  everywhere  ?" 

Titus  ANDBOincus. 

The  fall  of  1861  had  been  wasted.  It  was  a  season  admirably 
adapted  to  military  movements.  This  is  admitted  by  all  the 
generals  who  testified  before  the  Committee  on  the  Conduct 
of  the  War.  The  winter  also  had  drifted  away  in  inaction. 
McClellan,  "from  his  comfortable  house  in  Washington,  is- 
sued orders  to  all  the  military  forces  of  our  country,"  while, 
throughout,  the  rebels  continued  to  flaunt  their  insulting  ensigns 
within  sight,  not  only  of  our  camps,  but  almost  of  our  Capital. 
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Tbis  tbey  may  be  said  to  h&ve  blockaded  (in  the  same  degree  ibat 
St-baStopol  waa  besieged),  since  their  batteries  commanded  Um 
Potomac,  and  menaced  any  foraging  parties  —  sorties,  in  fact 
—  which  ventured  beyond  our  lines.  Even  Drainsvillc,  so 
highly  honorable  to  our  arms,  had  been  a  mere  sporadic  effort, 
altogether  without  results,  exeept  the  glory  acquired  by  the 
troops  engaged.  That  which  had  made  Kkaknt  most  indig- 
nsuit  at  the  outset  was  ihe  rebel  occupation  of  Munson's  Hill,* 
and  afriend,  in  constant  communication  with  him,  recorded  that, 
if  bis  suggcslioDs  had  been  attended  to,  or  his  proposition  had 
been  avc«pted,  the  enemy  would  have  been  driven  out  at  once, 
ignominiouely,  if  not  actually  captured.  As  on  so  many  other 
oocasioQB,  Kkahnt's  proposition  to  move  out  against  them  waa 
flUiile  known  to  the  rebels  by  some  traitor  within  onr  lines 
almost  as  soon  as  it  was  suggested ;  and  they  availed  them- 
selves of  this,  so  as  to  render  the  contemplated  mantBuvre  as 
unnecessary  as  unadvisable.f 

The  spring  at  length  arrived.  The  general-in-chief  now 
tsUied  of  moving,  in  the  worst  season  for  military  movements, 
mfter  having  wasted  the  best,  since  it  is  indisputable  that,  as  a 
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noble,  but  avrfaUj  dal 

•llh 

Anerleui  p«opic." 

On  the  mbjoct  of  reeoiiiiol««ncea  the  mllilaiy  rosder  li  roftimtfl  to  "  Theorle  Gene. 
nU*  den  BccuiinBlaMace*  MUlMlrea.  mlEc  Ba  Concordance  *vcc  lo  Beglemonl  t-ar  Is 
Senico  du  Arnset  ea  Campii)ne  ot  dsdnilc  Hw  Pratlqaoa  loi  plua  naltcihi  dinslea 
Qanni  WodnmsB :  nnvnga  compoae  pour  S.  A.  R.  lo  Due  de  Brsbant.  nt  oITgrt  >  ce 
i.  CapiUlne  com- 


lo  Ret^ment  d'ArMlloris  Bclgs.  e 
LIhnrle  Mlllulre,  da  J.  DciiuiHi  (AncIeD 


I'  Bcola,  d'applicdioa  dc  Vini 
JhuIDb).  Boa  et  Paiugc  Dnnpblne,  BO.  Pirla.  Frsacs." 
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rale,  our  finpst  weather  ie  in  the  fall,  especially  that  lovely 
period  "  Indiiin  Summer,"  when  the  balmy  atmosphere  of  the 
spring  is  tempered  by  the  bracing  coolness  of  the  autTunn. 

In  the  secoud  week,  "  the  Idea  of  March,"  the  rebels  ovactiattMl 
Monaaeas,  but  not  altogether,  as  they  still  held  their  iniiDon&« 
works  with  a  rear  guard  aud  made  a  display  of  maitataining  tlie 
post.*  According  to  their  own  auconnts,  their  determination  to 
do  so  was  not  inflnenced  by  any  action  ou  onr  part.  To  those 
who  place  implicit  faith  in  official  reports,  there  is  no  benefit  to 
be  derived  from  the  discussion  of  their  motives.  It  is  not  likely, 
however,  that  they  abandoned  such  scientific  and  extensive 
works  as  lliey  had  erected  at  CentreviUe  and  Manassas,  if  they 
had  not  beeu  kept  thoronghly  advised  of  tke  contcmplnted 
movements  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  Joe  Joiinstox,  who 
had  succeeded  BEAurHKGAitD  in  the  chief  coinmand  in  front  of 
Washington,  at  the  close  of  January,  1863,  was  not  the  man  to 
abandon  an  inch  of  ground  which  could  be  contested  with  ad- 
vantage.! As  KsA.BN~ir's  report,  in  regard  to  his  participation 
in  that  admirably  executed  advance  which  drove  their  rear 
guard  out  of  their  immense  works  was  "  suppressed  "  *  ^ 
by  McCi.KLLANjg  it  is  very  likely  that  ho  had  acoomplished 
much  more  and  deserved  far  more  ciedit  than  his  superior,  pre- 
judiced and  partial,  was  willing  to  bestow  upon  an  independent 

■AcconJiBB  to  TDWHSKSD'i  Cyclopeata,  vol.  H,«,ffi:  qnoHng  Herald.  IHb  Ifireb. 
IBK.  etc.:  Tho  rehclH  IdFiDCed  to  Vienni  to  CDicr  propnntlonti  fbrretrvBt.  Kbaiixe 
yna  lont  to  guanl  tho  psilr  rebDllding  tbo  bridge  at  Bcck'a  (BnrkeV)  Siailnn,  Iditrch 
lOth.    VleniiB,  KccorilLug  ta  the  nupatlutui],  IiodI;  II  mllea  due  neater  WHBhlngion. 

t  Beo  "  Bailie  Fiddi  <(f  tU  South."  cbap.  lii,  page  Ml  ud  ie3-'4. 

I  CoHTLiNDT  PiKKER,  OcDcnl  Keirst's  pBTllcnlar  Mend  ind  umiite],  al  ihuid  18, 
ol  "  Fbujp  EluiKi,  SOLDIKH  iHU  PATRIOT,"  uBCB  tbise  iTords  :  •  •  "  Gpueni  KC' 
Clellaji  iiLpprepflfld  hU  report,  as  ir  not  eDtlrolj  pleased  nltta  the  oKanvccc."  'Hia 
-wHHc  applied  to  the  War  Dopanment  throngb  inllueiiLIal  (Mendi  (to  whom  he  tendMm 
blf  warmfist  Itaanka  Toi  their  aulntaace).  and  all  the  replies  agreed  aa  to  there  ItvId^  tK^ 
■nch  report  [o  be  foand.  In  HdClei.lui'*  own  report,  at  tbv  place  where  ibe  erseiu- 
Ilon  If  referred  Id  (pagei  m  "  Siumy'i  Worlit  al  iPHi  MOT  JTanaWM."  eti'..  to  page  iM, 
where  the  tiitiject  of  HaDasHii  1*  dIsmlHsed)  Oenoral  Kiakht'k  name  Is  nul  meullonftd, 
neither  the  services  ot  bis  brigade ;  nor  )«  there  hoj  reference  lu  Qenentl  KKutxr** 
own  etpeclBl  report,  which  Is  not  to  be  Ibnnd.  nor  tboao  of  bis  eDbufdlnaloa.  of  which 
copies  are  nancied  lo  this  cbapler. 

Sbice  this  was  written. 


BIOORAPHT  OF  KAJOR-GENERAL  PHILIP  KEARSY. 


231 


tkinkor,  out-spoken,  and  filled  wiiU  ideas  autagonlatic  to  bis 
policy. 

Ill  the  preparation  of  that  portion  of  this  biography  which 
reliit4<s  to  iho  occurrences  of  1862,  it  was  deteruiiuc-d  that 
Kb«r.vv  himselt^  eye-witueases  and  disinterested  narrutora 
should  he  pcnnitteii,  as  far  as  poauiblo,  to  tell  the  whole  story, 

"Id  lUrcb,  isea,  the  rebela  evicualed  ManagsaB,  bastened  theow  hj  the 
nlArphM  EDd  dsRh  or  Oaneral  Keiuny.  It  is  but  Justice  M  cutice  Ihia,  for 
bl*  reports  asver  env  Uie  light.  Indeed,  that  affair,  instead  of  hetpiof;  bia 
adraucement,  evidontl;  Hud  moat  wroaKrulI;  retarded  it.  We  will  tell  tbe 
itorr  in  his  own  worda,  under  date  ol  Ifarch  13,  1 SG2 :  '  I  was  on  tlia  Uli!- 
funn  Board  ;•  dined  with  the  Prince  De  Joi.vville  on  Thursdaj ;  the  next  day 
leiaurely  got  up  and  went  to  the  feny  to  go  to  canjp.  I  was  jiiat  going  an 
boud  the  ateamer  wheo  Oeneral  SinLVia  got  off,  and  naid  quite  eicitedl;  and 
flurried  to  me.  '  Why,  jour  brigade  is  off;  ordered  to  Burlie'n  Station  to  rslieve 
Qeaeral   Qowabd  in  guardinir  a  railroad  partf.'     I  hurried  to  camp;  round 

the  brigade  atiU  there ;  went  to  FlLlxiiU.v'e  headquarters  ;  he  was  In  W , 

■nd.  by  telegraph,  aent  us  varying  ordora  Irom  moment  to  moment,  aa  if  ail  hi 
W were  undeoided.  Finally,  late  in  the  daj,  orders  came  to  take  forty- 
eight  hours'  tationa^  and  be  prepared  to  remaiu  two  daya  at  Burke's.  It  was 
three  o'clock ;  the  troops  looked  Blegsntlj,  and  although  the  march  was  awful 

•  TIM  (oliovtng  letter  In  conDortlon  vllh  thle  Uuirorm  Buarrl  hnn  Intgnsel.  Inarmarli 
aa  It  trten  lo  a  commoii  Frlcad.  wbote  appointment  frum  civtl  life  pravei  tliittbu 
Mllltla  oa  prodnce  olBcet*  of  ihe  blgbeit  eapacllraa  well  as  Weat  Fobil.  II  ii  not 
wall  to  S>rif«t  thai  Ibe  MUida.  Id  thfr  Ikmoui  deience  at  Lille,  rivalled  the  Regular?  led 
hf  the  SuuiiB*  BorrruB*;  and  thU  tat  been  the  caec  often  elBOwhont,  una  in  onr 

HBADQDAHTERS  NEW  JEBSET  BRIGADK.  [ 
CuF  SiBiKABT.  Januarv  11,  i^Oi.       I 

-  Tour  most  inlpreetlog  letter  Bllll  affbrdi  mo  inbjccl  of  reflection,  and,  (Irange  to 
mf.  Ibo  OinunniK  eipedlilon  •eemi  to  be  about  lo  realiM  yuur  project  Bi  to  Albciiuirlo 
Sovad"  <lhc  adTincF  00  IllchDiond,  ttaroagb  Fcterehnrg,  fMm  tbe  bi«eor  Norfolk). 

"  I  IhUk  tiial  I  tbuked  job  fnt  tho  Inloreating  eitracti  ion  Rirwarded  me  from  ibo 
DMtftil  MoiUtlnn*  made  t>7  70a  from  the  German.  •  *  •  It  wu  a  noble  pearl  beloru 
Coottlled  •  •  •  •  •  I  bave  recenUr  been  tbniwn  Into  coniacl,  moit  agronbly, 
wllk  Ounenl  DcrraariRU),  He  teemi  a  cbarmjog  gentleman  and  of  Ibe  rl^bt  mate- 
tW.  I  Klie  ;nn  credit  for  joor  dlacemmont  to  bim.  lie  ha»  Iwen  lirouubl  forward 
BBIIiTljr  fcr  MBnIar  ofllTOra.  •  •  •  and  therefore  Mlely  on  We  merit*.  I  hare  eUT 
■tld  that  hie  Twelnh  rtgliDBol  wat  oub  of  the  mo»t  (operbly  »et  np  reglmcntf  that  I 
lUTe  *ni  aeca  In  an;  ijaarter  ut  the  globe,  and  principally  compoKd  of  raw  men  Inn 
aiadi  nu  better  for  blin  with  Uli  Eooddliclpllne).    *    •    •    Tbe  South  must  crauk  and 

Afata  ha  ipeak*  delightmUr  of  the  umo  GenenLastb  AprU,  ISM:  "  I  uw  onr  m>t>le 
(rlirad  BcTTiiinKUi  jeaterilaj ;  ho  wai  Gtnoial  In  the  Tronchea.  He  ia  bouud  lo  bo  a 
nnrdlilliigQiabed  officer;  he  hae  a  pacaUar  gift  of  admlnlelntlon,  and  inval  mUllar|t 
aplrll,  and  It  a  uohlc-beacted  foltow." 
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omng  to  the  roads,  they  kept  up  their  spirits.  It  wms  four  o'clock,  dsybresk, 
wheo  I  arrived  at  Burke's.  I  slept  an  hour,  mounted  a  fresh  horse,  and  gal- 
loped about  until  twelve  with  Qeneral  Howard  and  others,  studying  mj 
position.  I  was  then  g^Uoppiug  about,  except  a  nap  for  two  hours,  on  other 
frosh  horses,  till  nine  at  night  The  next  day  I  ascertained  by  negroes  thst 
the  enemy  were  preparing  to  leave.  I  immediately  pushed  on  with  my  troops 
and  manceuvered  in  all  directions,  all  which  resulted  in  my  driving  them  back 
everywhere.  I  kept  applying  for  orders,  which  were  not  sent  me,  but  still  I 
kept  on.  General  McClellan's  whole  movement  has  been  thus  brought 
about 

**  *  I  was  the  first  to  enter  the  stronghold  at  the  Junction.  }£y  Third  New 
Jersty  planted  their  flag,  and  I  was  returning  to  Centre ville  when  I  met 
General  McOlellan  and  all  his  staff,  and  some  two  thousand  horse,  approach- 
ing with  skirmishers,  as  if  we  were  Secessionists.*  They  had  done  the  same 
thing  in  advancing  to  Fairfax  Court  House,  which  I  had  taken  some  twenty- 
fbur  hours  previously." 

According  to  a  Philadelphia  correspondent:  "The  smoke  was  still  rising 
from  the  black  ruins  of  the  numerous  quarters  and  storehouses  recently  fired. 
Some  of  the  quarters,  which  hsd  not  been  fired,  were  filled  with  artides  of 
value,  which  time  had  not  permitted  their  owners  to  carry  away.  There 
were  provisions  enough  to  last  the  regiment  for  a  week,  and  of  good  quality. 
The  men  were  not  slow  to  appropriate  what  lay  before  them.  Ajnong  other 
things  found  were  barrels  of  eggs,  already  cooked  by  the  fire.  General 
Kearny  was  with  the  advance  all  day,  and  gave  the  men  free  access  to 
everything  left  behind.  As  he  rode  into  the  works,  after  their  occupation, 
and  drew  up  in  front  of  our  line,  lifting  his  cap  under  the  Stars  aud  Stripes, 
three  rounds  of  applause  welcomed  the  heru  of  Cherubusco  and  the  San 
Antonio  Gate. 

"  In  approaching  Manassas  ou  this  occasion,  Greneral  Kearny  expanded  his 
brigade  over  the  country,  so  ^  to  make  the  enemy  think  him  the  van  of  the 
whole  army.  Hence  they  made  a  precipitate  retreat,  leaving  the  very  meal 
they  were  about  to  make  untested,  for  the  use  of  their  adversaries.  It  was  a 
bold,  skillful,  and  energetic  movement,  and  deserved  a  commendation  which  it 


•  **  General  McClbllan,  advancing  in  conBeqnence  of  information  received  from 
General  Kearny,  accompanied  by  hit*  staff  and  two  thonsand  horse,  wa»  met  by  General 
KXARNY  as  ho  was  returning  to  Centreville.  The  advancing  party  had  skirmishers  in 
fh)nt,  and  were  altogether  unprepared,  but  of  course  greatly  delighted,  to  find  that  they 
had  encountered,  not  SecessioniBta,  but  their  own  trtwps."— iVcerar*  DaUp  Adr^rtiter 
March  nth,  18C2. 

"  I  am  glad  enough  to  hear  that  the  Jersey  Volunteers  under  General  EBARxrr^s  com- 
mand were  the  first  to  occupy  Manassas.  They  were  eleven  miles  in  advance  of  any 
other  part  of  the  army  in  that  direction ;  and  when  General  McClbllan  and  his  staff 
were  on  their  way,  they  met  General  Kearny  returning,  and  when  General  McDowell 
reached  the  village  he  found  It  in  possession  of  part  of  General  Kearkt's  brigade,  as 
before  stated. 

I  am  BO  glad  that  this  was  a  toot"  -  E.  W.  L.,  14^  March,  1863. 


t» 
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did  tint  recetre-    His  Division  commander,  ba  thought,  tvidentlj  disliked  it, 
au<l  QeneriU  UcCt.ELi.AN  luppreBsed  Ilia  Report,  as  IT  not  entirel;  pleMed  witb 


Compare  with  the  foregoing  tlie  account  of  a  war-correspond- 
ent, wlio  accompanied  this  advance  : 

"Tlie  occupation  of  the  three  Hucceasive  pointu  —  Fairfax  Court-Hauee, 
Ceolreirltla  and  UunflgBHB  —  has  neither  been  fullj  nor  eecurnte-lj'  stated. 
Tiiey  were  all  taken  posaeasion  of  without  bloodshed;  but  not  without  daoger 
and  daring. 

"TlieSdNew  JeraoTreginieDt  reached  Saoggter's  Rail  Road  Station  on  Sun- 
day (9»h  March),  between  three  and  four  r.  M.,  over  eleven  miles  !n  advaocB 
Af  huj  Oibe^  perl  of  the  arnij  in  that  direction,  au^  hy  the  boldi^eaa  of  tbe 
movement  led  the  rebel  forcea  ia  that  oeighborbuod  to  believe  that  a  large 
national  force  wai  at  its  back,  and  both  rebel  csvalr;  And  ioraotrj  were  aeea 
bj  tbe  regimeat  to  Hj  at  iti  approach, 

"Jn  the  meantime  the  New  Jersey  troops,  under  Captain  Yak  StCU-B  and 
Lifntsnant  Holt,  advanced  by  the  Cross  Roada  upon  this  village,  and  look 
poaMMion  of  it  about  Si  f.  it.  Sunday,  tbe  bulk  of  the  rebel  cavalry  retreat- 
lug  before  tbem. 

"  Troepa  were  left  at  the  juuction  of  the  Croaa  Road  with  tbe  old  Braddock 
Boad,  wlih  orders  to  adVBoce  CBUtioiial/  towards  Centreville. 

"Tbe  neil  mominf;  an  advance  guard  of  the  laC  regiment,  cansistin^t  of 
Company  B,  entered  CentreTille,  followed  by  the  remalcder  of  the  regiment 
•bout  1 1  A.  u. 

"  Tbe  aame  day  (Monday)  the  3d  New  Jersey  scouted  the  country  In  front 
of  Saogster's  Station,  and  at  7}  Tuesday  morning  entered  Manassas. 

"Cooking  Qrea  were  found  atill  bumiog,  and  even  coOee  pota  OQ  tbem  boil- 
iB^  food  spread  out  on  tables,  Ac,  with  other  evidences  of  hast?  leave-taking, 
•ad.  for  once,  o[  a  movement  on  our  part  being  made  without  the  rebel's  pre- 
viOBB  knowledge,  i.  large  quautily  of  subsistence  atores,  amsli  arms  scattored 
about,  lentfl,  t-c,  were  also  lefl  behind.  The  cnnpan  had  all  been  removed, 
Knd  aome  of  tbem  replaced  by  logs  of  wood  painted  in  imitntion  of  thetr  pre- 
^(■ceaaora.  The  rebel's  cars  were  heard  by  our  advanced  troops  running  nil 
day  Sunday  —  now  supposed  to  be  engsRed  in  withdrawing  their  artillery. 
CoL  AVRRTLL,  acting  Brigadier,  made  a  reconooiaance  on  Manassas  Plains  on 
Voaday  night,  but  did  not  enter  tbe  fortiScations  at  the  function." 

Thtre  was  jnat  enough  fighting  to  show  what  might  hare 
been  tlont!  had  Khar.ty'  been  let  loose  on  the  ?tb,  instead  of 
beiDg  pulled  to  and  fro  by  eec-saw  orders. 

One  of  the  most  brilliant  cavalry  exploits  of  the  Great  Ameri- 
ean  Civil  War  oocurred  dariug  these  brushes  with  the  enemy's 
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reai^guard.  This  was  the  charge  of  First  Lieutenant  Habkt  BL 
HiDDKjf,  of  Xcnr  York  city,  with  a  sergi'ant  aud  twelve  men  of 
the  1st  N.  Y.  (Lincoln)  Cavalry.  '  Keakkt  had  "ordered  him 
to  move  forward  cautiously  and  feel  the  enemy's  position." 

On  Sunday,  9lh  March,  hu  fell  in  with  the  pickets  o€  th» 
enemy,  a  score  In  number,  and  drove  them  in,  till  tinully  ho  TM 
suddenly  aurrouuded  by  a  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  enemy.  The 
alternative  was  to  cut  hia  way  out,  or  to  surrender  at  discrotioiL 
"  Will  you  follow  me?"  said  the  unshrinking  officer,  "  To  ibft 
death !  "  was  the  unanimous  reply;  and  through  the  rebel  nwla 
they  hewed  their  way,  turning  not  to  the  right  or  left  till  Uirjr 
emerged  from  the  forest  al  Saugster's  station,  the  enemy  either 
fleeing  or  laying  down  their  arms  before  them.  After  this  daring 
action,  and  while  making  their  way  to  the  camp,  with  tliirteeo 
prisoners,  one  to  each  man,  one  of  the  skulking  assasins,  who 
had  laid  down  his  arms,  seized  bis  musket  and  shot  the  rvtiring 
ofiicer  dead  upon  the  spot 

The  ball  entered  the  back,  near  the  top  of  the  shoiiIdM*,  aai 
passed  out  through  the  neck  under  the  chin,  severing  nurnenMU 
blood  vessels,  whose  profuse  bleeding  soon  closed  the  career  of 
one  of  the  most  promising  men  in  our  army. 

Lieutenant  IIluden  was  possessed  of  the  most  manly  beaatf^ 
beloved  by  all  who  knew  him,  and  by  none  moru  than  his  oOin- 
pan  ions  in  arms. 

Qeneral  Kearmt  has  stated  that  this  charge  has  not  been 
surpassed  in  gallantry  by  any  during  the  war,  and  it  is  tba 
general  theme  of  conversation  among  those  cognizant  of  it  In 
Washington  and  Alexandria. 

According  to  another  account,  "  Seaknt,  who  saw  the  wholo 
uovoment,  declared  it  to  be  one  of  the  most  brilliant  be  had 
ever  seen,  and  took  each  man  by  the  hand  on  his  retam  and 
com|>limeuted  him  for  bis  bravery." 

With  a  praiseworthy  liberality,  which,  had  it  been  imitatod, 
would  have  filled  our  country  with  the  most  interesting  memo— 
rials  of  the  war,  QmoEN'a  family  had  a  large  picture  paintv^ 
of  this  little  affair,  which  sparkles  like  a  gem  of  the  first  water 
amid  BO  much  paste.  The  pictaro  is  a  study  in  itself,  from  tli9 
attention  piud  by  the  artist  to  costume  and  acceesoric*^ 


hangs  on  tbe  ataircase  of  tlie  New  York  Uistorical  Society,  mid 
ill  itself  ia  a  valuable  piece  of  history. 

As  this  advance  and  occapation  of  Centrcville  and  Manassas 

*u»   a  very  important    incident    in    Keaejjt'6    career,  and 

une  almost   unknown    to  liia  countrymen,  too  mack  evidence 

cjinnot  be  brongfat  together  in  estabUahing  the  fact  beyond 

doubt  or  caviL    John  S.  Fostek,  in  hia  "New  Jersey  in  the 

'tcbellion,"  presents  tlie  following  Btatement : 

"  Ueiawliile  the  torpor  which  had  choraoted/^d  tho  War  Department,  and 

t^erated  as  »  check  opon  all  moveoienta  in  tho  Ueld,  had  been  dUalpated  b^ 

>b«  Bclection  of  Eiiirix  H,  STisTtis,  a  mac  of  rough  but  in  exhaustible  en«rgj, 

•«     B*CK\aTy,  in   place  of  Bimos   Camebos,  and   a  vast   anay  having  been 

AccKKKDuUled  01  the  south  of  tbe  Potomac,  on  tbe  27th  of  Jacuarj,  I BG2,  an 

"r^M-^r-  trta  iMued  bj  tha  Praaideut,  diroctiag  General  MoCi.sli.in  to  '  impel  all 

^Uipoeable  force  of  the  arm;,'  on  or  before  February  tbe  22d,  for  tbe  seiV 

^uid  occnpstian  of  a  poiat  upon  the  railroad  north' wee t ward  of  Usnaaaaa 

"■■ra^tioa.    The  Commander-in-Chief,  however,  by  inducing  the  Preaident  U) 

^M>ot  to  an  advance  upon  RichmoDd,  by  way  of  tbe  Peninsula,  obtained  a 

<=<icil  suspeuaiou  of  this  order,  and  no  advance,  conaequently,  was  mnde 

KKie  time  designated  by  the  Eiecutlvo.     All  this  lime,  however.  General 

■A-  KIT,  rmtive  uailer  conatralned  inaction,  was  watching  with  sleepless  vigi> 

for  opportunity  to  show  the  folly  of  inactivity,  and  at  length  he  realized 

-^   ^ften[«.    On  the  Ith  of  March  bis  Brigade  was  ordered  to  Burke's  SlJition, 

*     ^%iB  Orange  and  Alexandria  railroad,  for  the  purpose  of  guarding  a  party 

'->«borers,  and  reaching   there,  on  the  following  day,  made  an  extended 

'^^^^amoiassnca  of  the  country  for  several   mitea  around.    Subsequently,  be 

*^-^    iufarued  by  some  negroes,  that  the  enemy  wa^  preparing  to  leave  Manaa- 

^*-  ^    Ue  teat  not  tlew  to  ad  upon  Ihii  hint. 

-Appriiing  General  FuASKiJs  of  the  information  re<!eived,  but  without 

'*'^^tiag  orders,  be  at  once  puslied  on  witb  his  troops,  throwing  out  skirmish- 

^^     dver  a  wide  ciitent  of  country,  and  driving  steadily  before  him  tbo  acat- 

■-•^  pickets  of  tho  enemy.    On  the  !ltb   the  S&cond  and  Third  RBgimsntfl, 

*■*»  »  squadron  of  the  Lincoln  Cavalry,  occupied  Sangster  Station,  a  point  on 

^^    'AicxandKa  railroad,  about  Ave  miles  from  Bull  Run  and  nine  from  MaoBS- 

■Jiioctfon;  the  Fourth  Regiment  acting  as  support  to  tbe  advance.     Here 

. ,     -  -^  lurprised  a  detacbment  nf  Rebel  cavalry,  killing  three,  and  capturing  a 

"    '**<«uint  and  eleven  men,  anil  losing  one  officer  of  the  cavalry,  killed  at  tha 

.^'"^^  Are.    The  First  Regiment  had,  meanwhile,  advanced  to  Fairfax  Court 

.^^*M«,  whence,  on  Ibe  momiog  of  tbe  lOili,  a  detachment  under  Major 


Vti, 


■*^"*  on  on  ferj  daj."  WbKsith, 
^f^li  Mlranord  to  Ylmna  to  covi 
^BpUlC)  Crelopedla  of  the  War.  B. 


(rcbe 


illon  or  tbelr  winter  camps  va» 
a,  page  Tl  to  teil  pagca  TO-TS.  ' 
(bolr  propamtlonB  tor  relreat."— Towhi: 
,  fi^  Harcb  lOlh.   Berold,  Maith  IHh,  ISBl. 
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FIELD  and  Captain  TAN  Sicslk  nna  sent  forward  to  CeDtrerilli;.  which  jUmoa 
waa  entered  ibout  coon  —  the  ramsinder  of  the  regiment  coming  ap  ahortlj 
after,  uoder  Lieuteaant-Coloael  UoAlusteb.  On  the  Mme  daj,  the  renRiodc* 
of  the  brigade,  pushing  cautious]/  forivard,  reached,  and  at  ten  o'clock  in  tb« 
morning,  enteied  Ihe  Bbandoued  works  at  Manaasas  Junction  —  eight  camp*' 
nies  of  the  Third  Eegiment  being  the  Srst  to  talte  pasaeMton,  and  hoisi  the 
rejtmental  3»g.  The  withdrawal  of  the  eoemj  at  tbU  point  had  e*UIetitl]r 
been  precipitate,  and  an  immenae  amount  of  hoapital  and  commiftBary  sUm* 
waa  found,  together  with  eighty  baf^age- wagons,  aereral  locomotivM,  four  ev 
five  c^ars,  two  hundred  tonta,  and  other  propert;  of  ralue.  Among  the  tropblH 
were  aUo  seven  Qiiga,  one  of  white  sUk,  with  the  motto.  '  Caroliniaoa  in  tim 
Field  —  Traitors,  Beware,'  and  another  bordered  with  heavy  siJrer  biogs, 
with  the  inscription,  'State  Rights;  Sic  Semper  Tyraouia.'  " 


ho  is  fumUiar  with  the  grand  operations  of  war. 


will  perceive  that  Keaant's  advance  oti  lUis  occ-a^oo,  very 
much  resembled  one,  with  which  every  one  who  prutends  to  be 
acquainted  with  military  history,  oaght  to  be  aware,  that  of 
Skvdlitz  on  Gotha,  in  1757. 

At  the  same  time,  the  sudden  abandonment  of  their  hutted 
camp  by  the  rebels,  calculated  to  have  been  capacious  enoagb 
for  60,000  men,  and  presenting  certain  evidence  lo  a  fioMier's 
eye,  that  it  had  recently  sheltered  30,000,  resembled  the  llighl 
of  the  Syrians,  in  the  days  of  King  Joram.  These  had  beeo 
investing  Samaria,  and  reduced  it  to  great  straitE,  when  ihcnr 
became  impressed  with  the  idea  that  they  were  about  to  bo 
attacked  by  ovcnvhclming  numbers,  and  fled  for  their  lim, 
leaving  their  camp  even  as  it  was. 

About  two  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  years  after  tUs 
occurrence,  during  the  Italian  war  of  1848,  something  Miailar 
took  place,  when  that  obstinate  octogenarian,  RAJ>i:TaKY,  at«  up 
Charles  Albert's  dinner  at  Codogno, 

Neither  of  these  are  the  case  in  point  referred  to.  The  ei- 
ample  of  Seydlitz,  however,  is  apposite  almost  to  the  lelter. 

In  October,  1757,  the  French  and  Franco- fie rm an s  adi-aoood 
with  the  expectation  of  getting  possession  of  Torgan,  Wilben- 
berg,  Leipsie,  and  especially  Dresden,  depots  as  important  to 
■Prussia  at  that  period,  as  Washington*  to  us  at  all  times. 

•  OfnoHil  MiTOHBU.,  Id  hl>  "  BlofrrapWiM  of  Broin 
nRi!AT,pici;aO«,9»rBlhoac!«)' or  Marshal  SonBisB  al 
wttoFO  lose  to  PrDBila  woald  hare  been  eqairaliiiit  to  tb 
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On  the  I3lh  (ISlh)  October,  Sktdi.itz,  an  officer  most  famous 
i  a  leader  of  cavalry,  was  detached  by  Fuedkbic  the  Great, 
>  watch  tbo  enemy.  Remarkable  as  he  was  in  the  conduct 
f  his  own  proptT  arm,  Skydlitz  displayed  equal  capacity  in 
h«i1irBCtioD  of  every  other,  and  of  all  the  arms  combined. 

Jl  is  more  than  likely  that  several  of  the  victories  credited 
O  Febiik&ic  were  due  to  the  generalship  of  Skydlitz,  his  eye, 
load  and  hand;  Freyberg,  in  1762,  certainly  was  in  this  nnion 
19C  qualities.  Kkarny  closely  resembled  this  Prussian.  Both, 
taod  cavaJry  officers,  were  as  aagacions  strategists  and  as  per- 
fi>ot  tftcitcians  as  they  were  hard  fighters.  It  is  more  than 
irobable  that  Frederic's  greatest  defeat  at  Cunersdorf  might 
are  been  averted,  or  greatly  lessened  in  degree,  had  not  Sktd- 
K  been  Btricken  down,  severely  wounded,  even  as  Kearst 
B  killed,  al  a  crisis. 

In  advance  of  the  main  Prussian  army,  the  dispositions  of 
8KM>trrz,  which  cleared  the  French  out  of  Gotha,  were  elegant. 
'^■i>BSic  cannot  repress  his  admiration.* 

Joat  as  Kearxt,  in  approaching  Manassas,  expanded  his 
'Iwigade  orer  the  country,  so  as  to  make  the  rebels  imagine  ho 
■*S  the  van  of  the  whole  Union  army,  oven  so  Seybutz  dis- 
pwed  of  his  cavalry  force  on  the  13th  (19th)  October,  lfJ57.  It 
*onl4  seem  that  he  spread  bis  hussars  over  an  extensive  front, 
1  proportion  to  hia  numbers,  with  his  dragoons  —  who 
lormiahed  on  foot  as  well  as  mounted  —  in  the  second  line,  so 
■  to  give  the  idea  that  he  was  followed  by  a  large  body  of 
™*ntry,  deployed  in  line  of  battle-f  Meanwhile,  his  supports 
Ifen  poited  so  aa  to  be  ablo  to  protect  his  retreat,  in  case  the 
^■way  discovered  his   strategem.    The  French  and  their  Gei^ 

**ilif  albire*Denl,"  ■■/■  Fbedebic.  "eicepi  SiTDLiTKWaDlilhBveipplKndedblm- 

MlrwhiTe  cMipcil.  ED  fDCb  ■  eUusUau.  wltboot  Ima.    Seiduti  would  out  liave  bseu 

WllM  wltb  hlmieir.  bad  he  aot  derived  eBln.    Tbe  exampla  pratea  UiBI  Ibe  cspicilj 

MitnOaie  ot  tbe  geovnl.  ire.  in  tnr,  more  decliiTs  thin  Uic  nnmbemr  bla  troopa. 

uttingdlDCriiy.wboaboald  perceive  blnHclraodeteDcbclrcuintrances.illBCoiinged 

tirtlil  tppcaniocooribe  foe,  would  b»ie  rf  tired  16  ho  »ppro«cbed,  wllb  Ibo  Ium  of 

If  men.  In  ■aklnniib  of  Uie  rMr  guard,  whlcb  [be  auperlor  civalrj'  of  tbe  eneniT 


Oogipue  piRCa  W-*8— General  Hitdliti,  b.  MHlUry  Blogrsphj',  by  C»ptiiin  Robmi 
niU  IdWLET,  9d  Uti>  OoardB;  Lotnlon,  W.  Clowoa  ±  Sona,  U  CbarluE  Croi 
rrrfralccIcCBUlloD  outy.  IWS. 
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mna  allies  were  oonvinced  that  no  less  than  the  whole  ProMun 
ariuj"  was  npon  them.  They  abandoDed  Gotha  precipitately, 
IcAving  behind  them,  prisoners,  booty,  and  the  very  dinner  of 
their  (Jommandei'-in-Chief. 

The  exalted  opinion  of  Fekdekic  himself,  in  regard  to  this 
achicyement,  is  fully  borne  out  by  Napoleos  in  hie  "obwrra* 
tions "  on  this  campaign.  "  Soubisk  at  once  transferred  lus 
bead-quarters  to  Gotha,  and  occupied  the  town  with  eight  thoa- 
sand  greuadicni  and  a  division  of  cnvah-y.  He  bad  soarutJjr 
inRtalled  himself  therein,  when  Seyi>litz  disposing  hi*  fiiWa 
Bqii.idi-oiiB  ia  a  single  rank  (or  line),  marched  boldly  upon  tlie 
head -quarters,  which  hastened  to  save  itself  as  quickly  lu 
possible,  in  the  direction  of  £isenach.  The  eight  thoasand 
grenadiers  retreated,  after  firing  a  few  shots;  the  bend-qD&rt4tn 
baggage,  and  prisoners  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Pmasiaiu. 
This  shameful  event  was  the  prelude  to  RosniCH."  Even  ok  thU 
dash  of  SBTDLrrz  into  Gotha,  was  the  prologue  to  IiosBAcn,«veD 
so  Keaii74t's  stoop  on  Manassas,  might  and  should  have  litin 
the  prelude  to  a  grand  victory  and  a  dccidve  campaign,  had 
McClkllan  permitted  him  to  follow  it  up.  As  he  SMd  on  anoilKT 
occasion,  "  If  you  once  whip,  you  must  always  whip.  It  bcccm>>a 
a  way  of  doing  the  thing."  In  the  same  manner  that  Skthutb 
swept  down  like  an  eagle  with  wide  extended  wings,  apon 
Gotha,  even  so  Kearky  made  his  bold,  akillfnl,  and  energttio 
movement  on  Manassas,  and  gobbled  tents,  small  arms,  storea, 
prisoners,  booty,  and  trophies ;  among  these  seven  flags,  ono  of 
while  silk,  belonging  to  a  South  Carolinian  corps,  and,  aooord- 
ing  to  a  private  account,  another,  the  flag  of  a  Georgia  regimunL 

A  cotemporaneoua  lettei;  states,  that  Kearny's  l>rigade  waa 
eleven  miles  in  advance  of  any  other  troops. 

According  to  a  Major-Gen eral,  who  followed  in  the  track  of 
KeaesYj  and  wrote  on  the  11th  March,  from  Fairfax  Court 
House— 

"The  enemf  has  abandoned  his  works  at  CcntreTills  and  MaeaMS^  and 
fled,  leavin^p  tenia  and  barracks  atandrng,  manj  tools,  spades,  «Ic.,  tni  oob- 
■iderable  provisioDB.     Wbiake;  in  all  the  tents  and  barracks,  preCtj  mvcb." 

This  energetic  and  sncoessfiil  movement  of  Kkabxt  {nTU«* 
and  will  reward  reflection.    Iteader,  soldier  or  ciTilian,  U  il 
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probable  that  a  general  like  Jos  JonN&TON  would  have  aban- 
doucd  commissary's  storea,  war  materials,  some  of  which  wero 
artieica  diflicalt  to  replace,  and  left  behind  him  flags,  and  even 
hU  unburied  dead*  in  the  hospitals,  uulesB  the  evacuation  of  his 
works  bad  boeii  harried  by  a  sharp  aggressive?  That  general 
who  conducted  his  retreat,  during  the  Atlanta  campaign,  so  aa 
to  rival  that  of  the  Allies  after  Lutzen  and  Bautzen,  in  1S13, 
and  left  not  a  linchpin  behind  for  Shrbuan,  was  not  the  man  to 
yield  any  booty  or  trophies  except  under  compulsion.! 

In  the  first  place,  it  is  uselesB  for  the  rebels  to  deny  what  fol- 
lowa,  because  it  is  the  sworn  evidence  of  unbiassed  witnesaes, 
And  what  McClellax  himself  admits,  must  be  conceded  by  his 
frienda.  "  I  should  judge,"  swears  I.  S.  Potter,  "  as  far  as  I  am 
able  (o  do  ho,  that  the  troopa  had  left  there  in  great  haste. 
Several  hundred  barrels  of  flour,  tliat  they  had  attempted  to 
destroy  by  burning,  lay  there  in  a  pile  partly  consumed.  There 
waa  also  a  part  of  a  traiu  of  cars  there,  partially  destroyed. 
Ainotig  other  things,  I  found  a  very  complete  printing  office, 
with  press,  types,  forms  standing,  an  imposing  stone,  army 
blanitE,  etc.,  and  I  should  think  a  little  newspaper  had  been 
printed  there.  They  left  tents  standing,  both  at  Manassas  and 
Centroville." 

Bayard  Taylob  testifies  that  the  last  of  the  rebels  left  Cen- 
trerille  on  Sunday  morning,  and  there  were  a  few  left  at  Manas- 
RSB  Junction  on  Monday  as  late  as  2  p.  m. 

Joiix  T.  ITu-i,  a  resident  at  Centreville,  swore  that  General 
JouNSTo;^  returned  to  that  place  on  Saturday  evening,  staid  all 
night,  and  left  on  Sunday  morning,  9th  March,  by  the  way  of 
Stone  Bridge,  which  was  then  blown  up.  He  had  with  him 
2,000  Iiifantry  and  2,000  Cavalry,     They  moved  off  in  a  hurry. 


•  *•  Jbjwri  cm.  SrxFaoH.  M  A'.  J.  V..  alUuhul, 

iToihiiMdi^r  wbnnujDoIbcainilJIarirtth  theapentliniiliilSlS,  It  In  das  M  atata 
■hat  tin  Alllef  iTltbdtcWBodellaQUy  Utit  Napulkon  conld  ehIo  nn  adTintaKe  orer  them. 
In  an  cbDhltlcm  or  Isdl^nilion,  or  fl]  temper,  he  sacrlflced  tome  of  hit  belt  Iroopi  In  B 
rvcklM*  cboxire  upon  their  reir-gnard.  Dcbi*  ItelchPDbach,  *Dd  exposed  himself  and 
■taff  M  rtcklesil;  that  hie  hforltc,  Diib<kt,  and  Genenl  KinanntB  nere  klllsd  hj  ■ 
awmoB)»U.  tolloirinf;  on  )D(t  beblDd  blm.  Tbunohlecotidiictuf  thePniBilBiiiaad  Bn*- 
■lamdHnttbrtli.  thnn,  tbe  bitter  flttlamnl  Ion.  "What  I  after  inchabalchery,  no  remit  t 
Jt»  priKiBsr*?  Tbnre  ftUowt  will  not  leave  Da  a  Dall;  the;  riie  fniiD  Uuli  albs*. 
W^tn  «W  tbla  b«  doso  f  " 
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and  if  oar  troops  had  been  quicker,  and  had  continued  their 
march,  they  would  have  caught  this  rebel  rear-guard.  Manas- 
sas was  not  burnt  till  Monday*  lOth  of  March. 

McClellan  (11th  March)  corroborates  all  this :  "  Their  move- 
ment from  here  (Fairfax  Court-House)  was  very  sudden.  They 
left  many  wagons,  some  caissons,  clothing,  ammunition,  personal 
baggage,  etc.  Their  winter-quarters  were  admirably  constructed, 
many  not  yet  quite  finished." 

What  a  pretty  little  fight  swift-footed  Kearny  might  have 
had  with  deliberate  Johnston  had  the  former  been  allowed  to 
move  just  one  day  sooner.  Both  had  about  the  Same  numbers, 
and  the  superiority  possessed  by  Kearny  in  artillery  and  infan- 
try, would  just  have  made  up  for  the  advantage  of  position 
enjoyed  by  Johnston.  Had  j|(lKi(bj8(aI  (Fate)  so  decreed,  it 
might  have  furnished  the  handsomest  episode  of  the  war,  and 
if  Kearny  had  won  would  have  been  the  entering  wedge  to 
great  results.  If,  as  usual,  on  the  one  hand,  the  rebels  had  rein- 
forced their  rear-guard,  Kearny  would  likewise  soon  speedily 
have  been  reinforced,  for  there  were  plenty  of  troops  —  good 
men  and  true  —  within  supporting  distance,  burning  for  a  figfaU 
Here,  as  so  often.  Time  was  against  us.  Had  it  favored,  the 
decisive  battle  might  have  been  fought  in  18G2,  just  where  we 
filtered  such  a  physical  reverse  in  1861. 

McClellan's  own  language  demonstrates  the  correctness  of 
Kearny's  views,  as  expressed  in  his  letter  —  that  the  true  plan 
was  to  mask  Manassas  with  a  sufficient  portion  of  our  grand 
army,  and  then  pivoting  on  Alexandria  sweep  round  to  the  left 
and  gobble  or  destroy  all  the  dispersed  divisions  of  the  rebel 
army*  occupied  in  maintaining  the  blockade  of  the  Potomac, 
and  cantoned  all  along  the  right  bank  of  that  river  and  occu- 
pying Fredericksburg.  Thus,  one  by  one,  as  events  developed 
themselves,  they  equally  and  simultaneously  proved  not  only 
the  correctness  of  Kearny's  views  and  predictions,  but  showed 


♦  **  He,  General  Kirbt  Smith,  told  mo  that  McClellan  might  probably  hare  destroyed 
the  Soathern  army  with  the  greatest  case  daring  the  first  winter,  and  without  nmning 
nmch  rlak  to  htmself,  as  the  Sonthemcrs  were  so  mnch  over-elated  by  their  easy  triamph 
at  Manassas,  and  their  army  had  dwindled  away."— 7%rc«  Months  in  the  Southern  Statca^ 
April— JuMy  186S,  by  Lieut.-Col.  Frsekantlx,  Coldstream  Guards. 


I 
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that  ho  was  a  great  etrategiat,  in  whose  mind  the  map  of  the 
theatre  of  war  was  displayed.  He  was  not  only  capable  of 
estimating  the  iutrinsio  value  of  positions,  but  their  relative 
hearing  to  each  other.  Then,  when  the  fighting  actually  com- 
meiieed,  his  ptrfeut  comprehension  of  tactics,  and  their  practical 
application  was  equally  shown,  even  as  his  plan  (detailed  in  a 
letter  —  destroyed  among  others,  hy  a  relative  since  dead)  for 
tlie  capture  of  the  rebel  force  on  Munson'a  Hill  was  supercili- 
ouply  whistled  down  the  wind,  to  his  great  chagrin.  Even  so 
vure  hie  plans  for  the  capture  of  Manassas,  and  the  rebel  force 
in  that  position,  regarded  as  the  vain  imaginings  of  a  military 
dreamer,  if  they  were  even  listened  to  with  consideration.  Had 
Kbarxt  been  allowed  to  advance  on  the  Tth  March,  according 
to  Napoleon's  method  of  formulating  chances,  the  odds  were 
ten  to  one  in  favor  of  his  trapping  Joe  Johnston  j  a  capture  in 
itself  equivalent  to  a  victory. 

As  it  was,  even  with  his  celerity  and  boldness,  he  reaped  no 
lienefit  before  the  public,  and  his  report,  whose  pnblication 
would  have  been  a  partial  act  of  justice,  was  not  only  suppresaed 
lint  must  have  been  kept  back,  or  subsequently  destroyed,  since 
no  copy  is  reported  as  to  be  found  in  the  archives  of  the  war 
office,  nor  in  any  publication  by  authority  examined,  although 
the  reports  of  his  subordinates  are  on  file  at  Washington  and 
were  kindly  famished  to  assist  in  the  preparation  of  this  work. 

To  say  that  Kbartjy  bore  these  slights  and  wrongs  with 
philoeophical  equinamity  would  be  doing  injustice  to  the  high 
spirit  of  the  man,  and,  considering  all  the  reports  which  were 
Bpre-ad  abroad  prior  to  his  appointment,  the  only  wonder  is, 
that  instead  of  writing  as  bitterly  as  he  did,  he  did  not  write 
more  so  and  more.* 
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The  great  error  that  Kearny  committed  was  in  not  confining 
his  criticisms  to  those  by  whom  they  were  deserved,  but  in  going 
out  of  his  direct  course  to  reflect  upon  those  who  felt  kindness 
and  admiration  for  him.  Still,  as  he  doubtless  never  intended 
that  these  letters  —  "  epistolary  soliloquies  "  —  should  come 
before  the  public,  success  would  have  modified  his  views ;  and 
if  he  had  risen  to  the  high  command  for  which  he  was  destined, 
when  death  struck  him  down  on  the  threshold  of  fortune,  he 
was  too  loftily  magnanimous  not  to  have  forgotten  the  inj)iries 
done  to  the  brigade  and  division  commander.  Had  he  lived, 
the  very  letters,  for  which  he  has  been  so  much  blamed  by  many 
would  have  passed  through  the  fire  into  thin  air  like  many  of 
his  bitter  speeches,  sarcasms,  which,  although  in  a  measure 
deserved  by  those  at  whom  they  were  aimed,  were  the  expres- 
sions of  a  wounded  spirit,  rendered  extremely  irritable  by  sick- 
ness, suffering,  over-work  and  calculated  misappreciation.  Thus 
one  wrong  begets  another,  and  McClellan's  injustice  to 
Kearny,  evinced  by  the  suppression  of  his  report  (if  Mr. 
Parker  is  correct  as  to  the  fact),  in  regard  to  the  operations  of 
his  brigade  and  their  occupation  of  Manassas,  was  the  source 
of  all  that  was  temporarily  unloveable  and  unlovely  in  a  gener- 
ous nature. 

frlend».  It  could  not  be  done  If  attempted,  and  the  attempt  wonld  be  cnncidered  an 
endeavor  by  an  individual  to  deprive  the  British  public  of  intelligence,  of  whirh  the 
Government  and  Parliament  do  not  choose  to  deprive  them.  I  have  doue  erety  thing 
in  my  power,  by  way  of  remonstrance,  and  have  been  very  handsomely  abiiMd  for  it; 
but  I  cannot  think  of  preventing  ofHccrs  from  writing  to  their  friends.  This  InteJli- 
gence  mast  certainly  have  gone  from  some  officer  of  this  army,  by  whom  it  was  confl- 
dentially  communicated  to  his  friends  in  England;  and  I  have  heard  that  it  waa 
circulated  fh>m  one  of  the  officers,  with  a  plan.^* 
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Cu(r  KCABKi,  VmaiRu.  I 
BiOADiXB-Giicnui.  KuRfli: 

Bib — Ibulen  to  lajrliefbri  ;oa  a  report  of  tbc  mDVcmcnU  of  thE 
ulei  A  and  H)  ot  Ihe  Viti-l  Saw  York  (Ltneolii)  C»r«ltT,  "hllB  ■: 
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At  ten  o'clock,  Llenlenani  Auiumnt.  with  Iwent;  men.  w««  diJpatched  on 
g  Mtvlce  towardft  Ibe  Occoqoan ;  bit  report  it  forwarded  herewith.  At  Iba 
inu.  Captain  JoHB.mfieir,  Licalenanla  UiDokH  and  Thombok  reponcd,  with 
nen.  tojuureelf.  LieuIcnaDli  Hiddih  and  TDumon  were  dlfpilchsd  lo  lb* 
It  picket  rtaliou*  to  obtain  more  aounied  tneti.  lod  rhnttlj  alter  rEpottod  to 


Id  BiwIdiKk  road.    LkulaDaute 
iTt  ButlDp.  aa  detailed  In  Lleati 
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qnenilr  rtcelred  ordera  tloia  jou  to  advance  lo  Fail 
B  dCtMtBteal  of  intanli7.  and  aooa  arrlied  at  Ibal  | 
tai  (hat  It  had  been  eracnated  b;  tba  enemj  bnt  i 
iwwdi  I  ntDtned  to  Falrfhi  autlon,  arriving  Ihei 
I eaetpr  PlTne'f  Church  for  the  nlgbl.  I  wa<  here 
<aadTlW!ir»M.  and  their  delachnienta.  I  here  lear 
iMUBi  Hnuwi.  of  mf  compinT.  He  waa  a  fplendid  ollcer  and  a  conniHini  genlleman, 
lifeoie  lo»a  if  deeply  felt  hy  all  who  know  bim,  but  by  none  more  Iban  mjielf 
Ob  Koadaj' morning  I  naafnrcedtn  return  In  Biirk'a  Station  with  mj  entire  command 

pMcbed  10  Beadqaanere  with  orders.  Lieutenant  Alkeanoib  with  ItflEen  men  waa 
Oldind  to  accompanr  yon  tn  Csatrevllle,  wblcb  he  did,  enlcring  that  rttonglj  forlUed 
pUeewilh  joo  In  advance  uf  an;  other  L'ainn  Irnopx,  Enbeequenllj  Caplain  JoMka 
r«t«t*cd  ordet*  lo  follow  you  with  the  remainder  of  the  winadron  and  did  lo  without 
tn»  of  time.    An  oiteoded  racDnnoli<aanco  wai  then  made  lowardt  Bull  Run  bjr  Llen- 
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Kew  Jentf  Rcgbnttit.    An«  m  Ic 
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inghold.  while  on  cTcrj  >ido  iria  round  Bvldsnco  (bowlni 
meniT  bad  iBkeo  i 


2U 

u>  tad  DccopT  Ibat  point,  r«llovlS|!  tbf 
Diucb  of  Bib  bonn,  wUboiil  tonge  for  thq  lired  itnd  ItnoKr;  I 
mi  >I  nine  p.  ■.,  [o  And  mTnell  wltb  out-  hnndrvd  mpn  br 
He  OD  CTcrr  >ido  <r»  Ton 
1  b»>IJ'  ilfp«rtBro  but  a  few  houf*  p 
■lanned  once  during  Ib«  night  bf  the  iippnwch  of  sevenl  boi 
or  tb«  ii^ntrT.  W«  wcta  nurprlsed  ahortly  ntler  fliyllght  on  Wednwdax  bj  the  arrtt*! 
within  anr  tines  (ir«ereral  coDtnbandp,  and  wbcn  we  left  il  toaie.  ■..  lo  ntoni. 
thirty  negroea  bad  »onght  oor  prolc^l inn—eon e  ot  Ihem  haTlag  walked  lirenl]r-llt« 
inllea  Ibe  prcilnnt  nisht.  On  Wedncadi;  altemaan  I  teporled  lo  ;an  at  Faiihii  Court 
llouae.  and  wae  again  qiianered  at  Payne't  Chpreb.  On  Thnndaj  yoa  kindly  per- 
mitted my  command  to  re«I,  ■  relaiatlon  ftom  datj  being  abaolnielj  reqnln^  by  Um 

On  Friday  I  wai  ordered  lo  report  with  my  iiinadroD  lo  loj  rcglintDt  al  Falrbx  Onntt 
Hotiai!,  and  naa  Ihna  rellcTod  from  doty  with  yonr  brlt^ade. 

In  Gonctnding  ibla  roport  I  beg  to  return  yon  my  uluiere  tbanha  for  tbe  ktndnaia  mS 
attention  wblch  my  c ntnmand  nnlTerully  raceWcd  at  yonr  bands,  and  beg  to  Bainrt  yini 
that  It  it  •  matter  or  deep  regrft  with  both  oOlcere  and  men  of  the  aiiaadron  thai  Ibcj 


talio  [bit  0 


unity 


longer  a 


r  yon 


command.    In  c( 


men  of  the  pqnadnui  Sat 

'Ity  displayed  in  perfarralnK  tbe  arduoaa  duties  required  of  Ihem. 
-ewHh.  *t  yonr  requeti,  the  nimea  of  the  men   who  ao  oohly  rat- 
IiDDKR  In  bla  brUlinat  eharge  at  Saneitei'a  SIDlion  OD  Ibe  (Lb 

Corpoml  E.  LEWIS, 

Companii  II,  ilnct  promoUd  le  bt  Serytanl. 

Prlvatrj  CHARLEB  P.  IVES. 

Oompani/  If,  ilnct  promoUd  lo  bt  Corporal. 

PrlTato  ROBERT  C.  CLABK. 
COmpang  H,  rinet  promoted  lo  bt  &rporal. 

Priiate  ALBERT  H.  VAN  BAITS, 
CDnipaBy  A.  tinee  promolfit  lo  be  C^r^vrvl, 
FrlratB  MICHAEL  O'NEAL.  Company  H. 
"       JAMES  LYNCH.  ■• 

"     coRSELnrs  rilet.  -  •■ 

"  HUGH  MuSACLEY,         ■■         " 

'  HERMANN  CAMERON,  " 

"  JOHN  CAMKltOS, 

"  MARTIN  MURRAY,         " 

"  JOHN  BOGERT, 

"  WILLIAM  SIMONSON,  "        A. 

"  CHEBTKR  C.  CLARK,     " 

•■  JOHN  NCQBNT. 

"  JOHN  H.  WILSON, 

ate  Wilson  alone  captured  three  prlaonera,  compelling  them  to  lay  do' 
and  accompany  hlro  from  the  Beld. 
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1.  a.,  I  recelifd  Inrurmitton  Ibal  the  SDCtnj'a 

hmenl  of  im,\rj  )ni(  in  front  of  Colonel  Tir 

r«B  ordetoft  to  withdraw  tho  coi 

comraBDd,  rklrllne  (be  Bdlnlnl 

jrt  of  Coloool  TATIJ3B,  wlilcli  order  w. 
Abnat  two  p.  ■.,  I  wBa  ordered  wltb  tn]r  camiDsiid.  coDslsliag  d[ 

patUIOD  tn  line  of  bnllle  00  B  commsndlnt;  hill  Jd>I  In  advnnce  of  Colonel  TlYlOH'a 
r«i|in«BI.  *nd  bold  ii  onlll  the  dsrlineae  of  Ihn  evenlnB  would  enalile  mo 
-wtLbonl  bclDK  obiecvod.    This  liill  wax  the  pickDl-matloD  occupied  bj  the  enamj, 
1  Inel  drlTEO  them,  and  was  bat  Uttlc  mure  ihiD  Rte  n 
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OF  UAJOR  GEXSKAL  PHILIP  RE  JOINT. 

A  ilnirle  uiiultj  ticcarred  dorlnit  oar  mbsence^    Ciptaio  Dcm'i  compA 
deuUed  by  Colonel  TiTLon.  nimiuniling  Ibe  poll  it  FsirTu  SUIIon.  on  UoihI 

Booh.    Aprlnteot  tlili  compuiji.TBaiui  K*.  epBiou.  w»  ■rcidoiiMltT  abol  U 
Uwtwid  wUId  remoiiDBblaiDUtket  rroDi  tb 


obcdlsnt  Knast, 
ISlgced), 

OalaniJ  Sieomt  Sigimi 

U  A^fulunt' General - 


1.  X.  TCCKBB. 


Left  Camp  Fart  Wnith.  Frldaj.  March  7, 1: 
Brie*d<  (Oeneral  Kubst'i):  Ihat  nigbc 
biiDUcked.  TbsSth.  Tbird  RcglmgDt  man 
of  Fairfax  SUIIon.  aud  relieved  lbs  pfckut  o 


Cuip  NKan  Fonr  Womif    I 
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bird  Reglnietil  Ken  Jerfej  VulU- 
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mlln, 


■tb  New  Yurb  ?CaU  Vala»- 
[ircBlT  canir;  of  ih>  Tcm 

Rcglfflant.  lowatdB  OeeoqnaD:  retunied  M  Falrlbi  SlailuD  about  BAUD. 
ecalved  orden  rmm  jmai'MlriD  porponlo  Ukenomeflvccumpanlai,  orpuW 
guard  our  left  Banli  and  Falr&K). 


!,lb,m 


Run.    Alwal  bi 


t  advanced.    The 


cuDdiiiB  patttlon,  In  IIub  of  Inttl 
hill  nudrr  mj  ordin.  of  Lhe  Flrrl 
under  Flnl  LUuteaaot  UiDDan. 


^er'i  ibe  ensin]'  sppearrd.  In  leconnnltwh^ 
e  right  and  lelt  of  Ibe  mllro»d.  ThejfcB 
mont  marched  ateidllr  notll  the  hItsbm 
I  and  b>  jour  ordcn,  Utey  necoplcd  ■  nw 
:reil  of  a  hlU  to  Ibe  right  of  ibe  nllnwd.   t 

re  leaving  tbe  railroad.  1  ordered  thl*  na^ir 
01  gn«tl J  aapcrlor 


gallant  charge,  b 


t  drore  ibe  i 
!.    Thlrleci 


tbem.  He  wenl  offita  brlik  tm(.  nor  did  b< 
1  the  midst  of  Iheir  plcketi.  The  eoeio;  being  ere 
Ing  the  advantage  of  cover  of  plnea.  be  lutl  hit  Ufa  la 
gpemr  Into  a  rapid  rettsat.  leaving  anna  and  manr  Ki 

iprifD. 


miieluncd  officer.  Tbej  proved  to  be  lhe  Flnt  Matjrlind  Reglineni.  Very  aoon  itltif^ 
the  Second  Hegiment  of  KjttHHT'B  Brigsdo  came  up  and  Jatoed  ni ;  tbr;  ompled  Um 
ground  at  tbe  enemy'i  plckellng  re^ment  nDlll  night,  when  a  imill  compuiT  ■■•  Wt 
to  guard  Saagstar'i  Station  until  ■■•■tdif.  That  day— lOlh  initanl— by  yonv  cn^ani 
eight  companlca  of  IhD  Third  Reglmeat  marched  upon  Onion  Mill*  lale  In  ibe  d>r,*B4 
bivouacked  the  wune  night  beyoml  Bangsler'i  Slltloa,  At  four  a,  ■..  Ibe  lllh  liulaak 
contlned  the  inarch :  arrived  at  Bull  Knn  and  (Dund  tbe  bridge  partially  bnrasd— ll 
took  abool  one  bour  to  repair  It.  Croeaed.  and  cosUnned  s  rapid  mairh  to  MaUMaa 
Junetlon,  Arrived  at  hatf-pait  nine  a.  h..  prevlooalybaTlDgdeployed  IniuUnaorbUtla 
and  iBnt  Captain  QiBiOTi.  witb  a  Hank  conpany  of  eklrmiihet*.  Into  tbe  placa.  V* 
fbond  It  deierled.  except  bja  few  clilzoni.  with  tiro  or  three  ivtEOna.loadlh);  lhe  (pedii 
leRbylberebela.  Tbe  flag  of  Ibe  Union  wae  Inatanlly  boiiled  npou  the  Big-tlair  of 
one-of  the  enemy's  «orke(  ahnat  which  time  yon  Joined  our  rcjllnieiit.  upon  <ilbleh,br 
yonr  order,  bad  been  conferred  the  honor  and  grcit  iillelbctlon  of  holellng  ibe  Aaiad- 
can  enalgn  upon  Ibe  ootortoaa  bold  of  Ibe  rebrte.  The  reglmeni.  by  ynsr  onlafK 
vanhed  the  aame  day  to  CBntnville,  where  Ibej  arrived  at  laiuel.    Tbe  ( 


r&i  Court 
.  It  wblelk 
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narnlii):.  ISth  IniOmt.  ntarnad  to  FxIrDii  Staiion,  imi!  Uie  unte  day  to  Fi 

ran  Wonb.  irrlviDKit 

on*  kuur  to  cmiitflg  Cai 
Tde  nselmonl  *taod  Lb 


G.  W.  TATLDR, 

Colonel  TAtrd  Him  Jtnuy  VohaiUtr*. 


la  FODBTH  Skw  Ji 


BrlKKlScrGeoenl  P.  Eearni, 

OBunawHiie  Fi"it  Brlgad;  FrantHa:!  DicUoit,  A.rmy  tf  Oi  Feiiiniae ! 
GtMtiui^I  tiaie  Uie  hoDor  la  nuke  the  follQwine  raporl  of  the  nioreueuta  of  tha 
roDrlh  £e;^mrDl  or  New  Janej  Voluntecn.  liDU  the  7Ul  InatlDl.  On  lUt  dlj  It 
NcalVfld  ordera  to  mirch  nllh  Ihs  other  reeimeati  oi  the  brigade  to  Bark'i  StitlOD.  on 
Ou  Alciandtla  aod  Online  railroad,  n)unuea  uUu*  frolD  Ibis  camp.  The  regiment  lift 
M  thnw  r.  »..  and  tn  causwiDenca  at  Ua  bnln^  the  rear  giurd  of  th<  whole  brigade, 
tacbiUDji  lbs  nagopa,  «nd  the  verj  bail  stale  of  tbe  cca>s-raad  tiom  Auanddo,  It  did 
Ml  nub  lu  daalinaUoD  tilt  foar  o'clack  Iho  nerl  marnlng  |Sth) ;  aierjthlas,  howeiet, 
twrlng  bKD  bmuEht  up  In  good  order.  The  tegimeot  wae  Inmiedlalc!;  put  In  pwilloB 
IqryinrDrrien,  as  •  maxlile  Ibrce.  In  attack  the  enemf  at  aay  point  be  mlEhlpreieDl 
hinwjf :  Uu  ihive  oiber  reKlmenu  Dcenpylng  eligible  pDallloaa  an  the  approaebee  to 
(ki  •iBlioo  from  ihe  eODIh.  weat  aud  north.    In  the  aAemoDn,  b;  year  dlrecIIaD,  I 


t  object  bvlos  to 


loted  w 


ivpurttd  la  you  (h 


MHie  »  nore  thumBEb  c|Deat[DaiD)i.  and  directed  me  to  condacl  11. 
doau  tbe  mult  in  « letter  lo  yan.  which  yoadlapatcbeilloiiDedlatuljtoGonenlPBiHK- 
UM.  UincUy  after  llili>.  yon  ordered  the  bclgade  lo  more  forward  tawardi  Sangiler'a 
,  BBdnii.  eeifMi  mUet  up  the  railroad,  aud  wiihln  three  mllca  of  Bull  Bon,  Ihe  Thlrt 
](■«  Jmcy  Ha>  directed  10  take  Ibu  advtoce  along  the  railroad;  Ibe  Second  New 
Jat*y.  IB  •chatoo,  al  prupur  dlsunce,  to  aupporl  tbe  Third;  the  Fomlb  Now  Jeraej 
•ImlLaiiy  dlipoeed  to  anppon  the  Second ;  two  companloB  of  the  Flni  New  Jeney  la 
Mank  the  rtllmad  by  ihe  Braddock  road  lu  (he  oorih,  and  tbe  remaining  compaslea  of 
Ui*  PIrrt  tohoMBurkij  Sullon.  In  thla  way  tbe  adiauce  waa  caDtlonily  made  aa  Su 
■9  Falrlbi  HtailoB.  a  diftanc*  «t  Krar  mllca.  Reacblng  lbl>  place.  <be  brigade,  by  yoor 
dlrectldn,  waa  again  advanced  further  forward  eiutloualy;  the  dlfTerezit  rvglmenta 
■ctappnn  Uie  tam*  relative  poeUIod.  but  tbe  Third  moving  more  directly  on  Sasgelar'i 
etalluB :  Iba  SeeeiDd  Uklog  poalllon  an  the  right  of  tbe  railroad,  ataoat  a  rails  beyond 

at  ralrfck.  to  gnard  Iba  road  leading  tnFalrfti;  tbe  FInt  reKlmentremslnlnsaebefora 
'«  auilon,  and  the  Bnddock  comera.    Al  this  time  Ibe  rebel  canity  coald  be 


ry  plainly  h 


:elal 
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adnacc,  rnn  dlNCtrd  ma  to  Uk*  eomawnd  or  tha  Beeond  Biid  FoorUi,  ml  ttitalia 
%fcoei\ag  In  lli«  ailcouclH  u  Umjr  algbt  nci-ar,    fiunti  inFr,  I  bna4  Ihr  iliwc 

eu0i^d  hUI)  Ilia  BDBBiT.aDd  nHlTlaKMi  ordur  ttamroQ  thmo^li  A»t>iuiA<Uiuii» 
Qonanl  Wiuon  to  pnab  fbrwvd  tbc  BMund  to  the  bornt  nilronil  t>rfd|:>  la  HtttUtU 
Tklnl.  Ihg  roartli  lo  Uka  Itw  plK<  of  il»  Swond.  and  tbc  Pint  ilul  of  ikt  FniO- 
Uia  two  cuninnlEi  of  lAii  yint  *ill)  rsnuitilui;  ai  ihc  Bnddock  Corapn— iBiiittt 
chanoaa  accontloj:!/,  and  then  rod*  fOrwanl  lo  report  to  jron  at  aas^itcr'i  ioili* 
Ban  I  (Oundruu  wrlilug  ■  dlapatch  toOfDcnl  Fkahiuh.  InlumiDK  bluutlteMt 
Uaat  chare  vtlilc'i  l>ad  lull  btea  madD  by  a  amall  delarJuoenl  of  Caputs  Snto^ 
cumpan;  or  LbiFolo  Cavalry,  wlilch  formrd  7001  Hcort,  ai^liiil  a  Urm  tHidrnOM 
nUeli.  laid  lo  ba  oDcliuudnd  and  flllf  atroog.  bf  vhlcb  (bv;  Hera  toUU;  naMl.  b4 
fOBrlHO  madi  prlKmcn.  amoDg  Itif  id  a  tL">l^'D*D'  Stiwibt.  late  rrom  Wrtl  ruBL 
Ton  lotnedlalcJ;  ordcnri  ms  tn  Join  atj  Kgiinent.  and  wllb  II.  two  loispaiilH  al  Iki 
Ptrat  Ksw  Jsras)'  undar  U^or  flATFUcLD.  wblch  bad  barn  pottad  at  the  e»ddOitnii 
midway  IwlweeDFalrlUSUUDn  and  Fal tiki  Caart  Boar e,  and  a  cumpujellkiUfr 
boIb  Caiabj.  ODder  Captain  STUHsa,  to  laka  FaMki  Coort  Buue.  t  pnai<Q 
f«taraed  10  m;  command,  tonnd  It  eagrr  tor  Iba  work,  and  ordering,  at  Oir  BiMMi 
road.  MiOor  HtTriULp  and  command  or  1*0  coaipanlK*  or  tin  Pin),  aid  OfMU 
BTCiMia.  to  Join  d».  I  dlapaicbcd  Llraietiant-CDloDE]  Btrcm.  Foorili  No  JnKf 
VoluatBora,  wltb  two  com  pan  ^bj  of  tba  Fourth  Xew  Jcn'j.aDd  Captain  STiAB]iv''Vs^ 
paof  or  caralry.  lo  mahB  a  delaur  to  ibe  left.  10  cm  at  ibe  ebemy  In  hia  Rinal  INa 
FalrAii  Courl  Huuia  b;  tho  CenlnTllla  road.  Tbc  cncmj'a  pickeu  werv  im  WMh( 
ui  and  Ike  town,  and  11  vaa  sappoHtd  Ihejr  were  backed  ap  by  a  lar)r  rcrrce  11  tba 
netchborbood.  Walling  till  Uie  proper  time  tooiabe  ibe  dlppoplllona  riPBO  oil  "t*^ 
unaonslyil  Fairfax  f 'on rt  Home.  I  look  Immedlale  romnand  uf  llie  balance  ntK) 
(one.,  and  had  ibe  pleamre  or  peeing  LleuWDaol.Coloncl  HjiTca  Jnat  a  pnalrtn  W 
cnt  oil  the  retreat  or  Ibe  eoemi  while  I  w*»  ready  to  presa  him  In  troi.t.    Sklniil«i"* 


tnsihelow 

unity  art 

milted.  Ihe 

main  body  wa*  deployed  latoBmrf 

battle.    L'u 

fcrlOBately  tor 

real  le 

1  of  our  troope.  «c 

(aond  to  oar  •arplM.lt 

er»t  body  ha 

iDjc  ;«t». « 

I  learned  (torn  the 

nhabitanla.  aome  UMtt 

Oflober.an 

d  only  the  aeon 

d  picke 

a.  who  had 

been  ee 

niB  the  moralDCkitllC 

OCCBpl«JI 

doe*  cot  al 

all  mint 

te  a^itlBft  Ibe  epliU  nl 

dotcrmliial 

oa  of  my  comn 

.and 

which 

waa  all  Iha 

might  he 

eipe?led  from  Ihe  bhiri- 

loraorihe 

military  bme 

f  J 

neyme 

.  and  who 

OLly  a. 

H  ■  etudlDi  tMiB  Aaw 

By  yoar  direction.  Ilmmedlalirly  wrote  a  dlapatcta  to  Genriai  F^xitsuy,  inpimm 
our  Dccopalloa  nl  Falrhi  Coorl  Hooie.  and  yon  tiwo  left  me  with  InFlrnctiOBa 
poaaetftob  of  Ibe  lown  wlUi  Ibe  Fourth  New  Jcney.    T>il<  I  did  tin  the  next  a 
March  t'tb.  when  Ihe  Federal  lioopt  ponrlni  In  |the  adi-ance  under  Coionel  ATBUttl. 

Flr»i  refltuotii  bT  thai  road  to  Cenireillle.  I  left  the  lown  with  ny  rei^aeBI,  to«k 

your  dlrwlluo,  to  Ihe  vicinity  or  Faiilkz  Court  Bonaa,  where  I  leleeted  the  cwnplB|> 
(Toiind  tortba  brlmde.    Here  we  remained  11)1  the  alien  --.    - 

rwalTlne  an  order  at  Btb  o'cbiek  IVom  General  Headqoancri  to  reUrB  lo  tiiia  post.  IIM 
whiJa  brl(pl*e  niOTed  al  all.  and  reachad  our  dettinalion  afler  midnight. 

Ilblnk  II  proper  lo  ■  tale,  that  when  at  Fairftii  Conn  HOBiir.  on  theiaih  inaUM.  wllk 
AailalaDI  Adjn Ian t- General  IV*0T.  and  AetiftanI  Adjotasi-Oeoeral  Wiuok 
■■nirira.  and  a  aquadronofdrajroona,  I  Plaited  the  baiile-^ttmnd  at  ManavHi 
JDly  lut,  amil  at  tba  taceat  baadquartara  ot  tba  CoolCdarBU  Anny  ol  (h*  F 
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bnlldfiit  M[d  to  belangiDH  Ur.  Weib.  I  found  ■  Urge  number  or  olHcl*)  aocamenu, 
■moDS  ibcm  ths  oil^-tual  onler  ot  UeDvnl  BBiitUEuAnD,  dstcd  Julj  Sutli.  proaul^lln); 
"  eonfldenlltll;  "  !□  Ihe  CDutmiiDden  of  hng-'dus  hie  plin  ur  biii[a  for  Uic  ncii  diy. 
AecompiDjrlDjc  Ihiii  ir»  the  ordri  of  General  Jiweph  K,  JoBHaTOH.  approrlng  th«  plio 
lod  MrtMno  U  lo  bt  earrte<l  inlo  rarailion.  Itiso  [onad  tbg  oiigliu]  nport  of  Livnii-D- 
•at  Al,BI»KIiI»,  KnglDBBT  Corps,  Ocuenl  8Uff,  gMas  >  BUtiimcDt  of  the  pri»one™ 


olhnt  properly  w 


bit 


Ad-bunte  rcadr  for  laiermant.  bat  wblcb  Iboy 
octrallT  mbtdliicd, 


t,  SIMPSON. 


T  YOBK  CiT*mT,  I 

reh  n,  186S.  ( 


J,  K.  Snunxi. 

(Xmiiamdina  Ornipang  "B"  Siaind  Si/iiaaron  .- 
Iwve  Oie  honor  lo  report  IbaC  In  obudlence  to  orders  received  from  Br»K«dloi^ 
Kmuui.  I  marcbnd  from  Burli'a  SuiLon  on  ttia  uumltig  of  tba  91b  IniUnt, 
(DtJ  men.  Uj  ardors  wcrD  lo  pn^eed  lolbePoblckroad.andacDurttaecoDnlrr 
d  JeR.Kbich  [dldMbraa  Brtmttuns  BUI,  I  then  reiumnl  (o  EJr'e,  wbeCB  I 
tma  the  oDcer  commandlDR  Ibc  pickets  of  the  Third  Now  Jereej,  th*l  a  rquid 
•r  nbal  utalrr  had  Jan.  driven  in  tno  of  his  pickete.  I  Immedialcl;  lUrted  In  pur- 
bKluK  foUgu'ed  iliem  about  three  miloa,  reuraed  to  Pnlrbx  Slalion.  and 
f^Oltod  the  clrcnmiltnca  to  the  commanding  General.  I  vaa  then  ordered  hj  Ihe 
ompanj-  him  (o  Snngetor's  Slallon,  and  on  arriving  there  lo  occupy  «  ruad 
IndlBs  10  (bo  right,  going  in  Ui  ■  largo  woud ;  my  ordera  being  to  Intercept  a  large  bod;  of 
iBbd  iDbnlij  from  getting  in  there.  It  was  about  Ibis  lime  that  Ihe  brilliant  charge  wu 
br  LlenteDaui  Hiddin  of  oar  regiment,  Geoenl  Kuhnt  then  rods  up  and 
iBi  Lientfoant  Hiddim  had  Itillc 


hargcw 


Id  drive 


lyaolf,  ai 


BlUOUlHtKBa,  FUUT  ReQTMDIT.  FlItKT  BRInt 

C>JiP  Skmihabi,  v. 
Vo  Captain  JaJiE!  M.  Wilsom, 


OOlmiiFlntB 


f  UJkJOB-OENERAL  PHIUP  SEASST. 

FiJWT  RgnrnENT  ytw  JnuiET 
Camp  ^juinuiT.  V*.,  Mbk] 

quesl  I  berewlih  tmnroilt  to  yoi 
eavlog  tblt  plKii  roc  Uiirk'a  Sm 


a  nrtimt  of  aa 


th*  morning  nf  tbo  9lb  I  rcueivod  so  ordar  to 
We  turted  nl  once.  Tbeo  ciimn  siiolhcr  ordo 
Buad  of  M^luc  BATrnLi),  to  the  old  Bnddnc 
tbejr  lUrtad  wlibool  delHy.  Jeiilnf  me  but  iw 


To  A.  T.  A.  Tdrsiht 

Colotnl  fint  Eigimmt  A 
Sm— In  iccordiDCe  wlib  ;i 

UiiMli  Ttb, 

'  We  left  onr  brigndo  drlll-groond  ind  mirelied  acrois  ti 

Uiif  eide  of  Ansxidale.    I  wsa  ordered  to  Kod  rorwnn]  di 

men  eompantiai  (uoe  conipiuy  being  oii  picket).    We  nacbed  Bmk'r  SiBiiai 

o'clock  k.  K,.  on  the  8Ib ;  our  rcgimeuc  wsa  (hen  •tailuued  aloos  Iba  edce  or 

After  QeneniJ  HowABr'a  hriBSdo  lotl,  wo  were  ordered  to  Uke  ■  pDlitlon 
wood*  north  of  the  rallrud,  wliicb  order  I  eutnled  ImmedlilFiy.    1  tlicn 

elf-andrcaledfurlbrniRllL  «■ 
roe  CDnipuilm  lo  Bl-hk'*  taatw*. 
1  two  compcule*.  andir  Urn  caai' 
I  dcUlled  umpuilra  B  ud  B; 
iniBi.    Afterivo  O'clock  r.».  I 

nllrood  to  aupport  Colouol  Sliuvni  ul  the  chnrrh  near  Filrftx  Stallon.  On  RJicblvf 
tluit,  Idlduotees  Colanel  SumoN.  but  melOeoeml  Kiuwr,  irbn ordered  m*  to  muck 
np  to  Firr'B  Croja-roada,  leoTinR  oae  compaujr — campaui  K— at  PiIuo'b  ChorcU :  vtib 
thcreniahilDgniBr<:onipaaIe>IsrTliodatFarr'acni>r-niadBabi>nlllreD'clock  r.  a.  (Wh|, 
ud  fonned  Une  or  battle,  and  remtlned  In  lh*I  pngllinn  anlll  onr  Oenvnl  inlTvd  (rant 
FalrTUCoart  Uofse.  whenhe  told  me  lo  encamp  (here  for  tbe  n^iht ;  to  ba  on  Ib« 
•keel;  Uul  It  was  an  Important  point;  that  the  enem^vcre  In  the  uelghliurliiMd;  Bad 
if  atUcked.  bold  It  aoiil  ri'lnrurcenients  catoc  lomjald.  I  pnl  oDi  pickfia  ap  Um 
Centrerllle  road  one  and  a  half  milea:  aim  dawn  the  FalrFai  road  Inwtrd*  PalBe'* 
Charcb.  and  also,  toward)  Falirax.  Wo  were  Tigllant  that  niglil,  but  mm  umnaleeUd. 
Abont  eight  o'clock  neit  morning  (lOtb}  received  a  Terbal  order  fhamtieaunl  Ki^tMHT. 
Villa ald.de-camp.  Lteuleoanl  Babhabd.  to  throw  (brward  fconfilnrear  al  Ceutmilic^ 
and  vn  happjto  eaj,  laoon  Riuida  corporal  and  three  man  readfaiid  willing  tonudn- 
talce  thli  apparently  dangerooa  enterprlae.  In  abont  an  honr  afterward  I  lecelnd  Mi 
order  to  aend  forward  lowardi  CeDtreville  one  campany.  I  Immediately  ordf  rnd  MS- 
pany  B.  Captain  ViK  StcsEix.  to  paih  forwaid :  and.  [a  accardanee  with  nar  UaWHJIi 
Inatruclluna.  had  a  commaulcalloo  kept  up  wltb  me,  and  through  ue.  wllb  OmamnX 
KiABHT,  bj  Captain  VtN  Siceeu.,  reodlnK  back  a  man  ever;  Ihrce-qnarlcn  of  •  mBm 
that  he  »d»«ncod.  Between  twi'lve  and  one  o'clock  Ike  Oeoeral  ordectd  me  to  ndnsoi ' 
with  ou  regiment  to  CenlrevlUa.  which  I  dld-Captaln  Tan  Biouu.  and  UvDtcnaM 
Tantuk.  wllb  company  B,  having  reached  thai  place  before  we  did.  and  aoma  kowi 
■head  of  any  other  Ironpa. 

Permit  me  la  My  here,  that  our  regiment  wai  the  laet  to  leave  Oanlrevllle.  at  tha  Ball 
Bnn  retreat,  and  a  part  of  II  the  Brit  lo  enter  It  on  ihe  retreat  of  Uie  eoamj.  Wa  MUd 
ail  night,  and  (be  next  morning  were  oidorsd  lo  return  to  Falrlki  Ooart  Huu 


Id  candntlai 
bj  tbla  bold  pu 


vjtrdB  Cb 


■o  a»j.  tl 


il  KiuRHi  deierTEa  *  great  deal  of  a 


Ueottiuml-Coiona  t%nt  Rtfitm 


I.  UqALUSTKB. 


FlRiT  niamiNT  Nbw  Jiiuit 
C4KP  SiiUNiBi,  Va.,  Usn 
.A.  ToiuiuT. 

CUnuI  Firxl  Jlcgbnmt  Xia  Jmey  TVuntwrf.- 
n  Handaj'  mamlnE,  Uarch  Mh.  I  wai  ordered  brGenenl  Ke< 
UpiulM  and  procKcd  Xa  Parr'i  CrOM-roidt.  by  Ibg  Old  Bnddock  rai 
r  relnfiircemenlt  ftom  Filrlki  SUtlon.  I  irrived  at  Ihc  CmBs-roBili 
and  coDiI'led  or  compaDiKB  B  and  E.  At  I)i«  Croig-roida  wedlpci 
1  DMr  the  Conrt  Hodhi  ;  tinl.  havlni 


IM-T0WI>.  I  did  n< 


[  libPTlT 
1  of  Lieu 


irdun  )a  nmaln  at  ilM 


togeca. 


1  tlut  Lhe  eu-tof  nag  moi' 

bar  o'ckwli  Ihe  FnQrtb  N 
:h*d  to  tba  Cnnn  Boch— l 


acliuid  fortb  fhim 


NWUOB.     I  Ml 


BlB-IblTBtbst 


two  companln  under  mj  commaud  were  deplo]T.'d  ■■ 

n  near  tbe  Conrt  Hou»ii,  by  order  at  aevtiral  Kearkt.  we  mirchL-d 

indl  may  alto  add  tbal  tbe  flnrmj  did  Ihaiamc,  only  In  an  opposite 

IB,    I  Uiiui  receiTcd  ordt-n  rrom  Genera]  Kbabnt  to  taarelL  back  to  tbe  Cmia- 

a>i  ngtment,  and  Itaore  bivouacked  for  [ho  nigbl. 

pectflili)',  yonr  obedlBui  tervaiit, 

DAVID  HATFIBLO, 
Ka^  rtnt  Stgtiamt  jVw  Jenv  FofimMML 


■iBBT  JtBQlBBNT  SlW  JeBBBT  VOLUHTXm,) 

Cur  SiHiHABT,  Vi..  Mart-b  11,  ISO.        J 

\e  Jeriq/  Folmli/ri  .• 
ID  report  thai  I  waa  ordered  by  Llentenant'Cnlonel  HcAixis- 
;.  lutb  iDBtnnt.  at  balf-paat  eight  a.  v..  whllo  KUtlonod  at  Parr** 
^ramaDd  and  prucied  caatloDsly  up  IhcBraddouk  loid  toward* 
laiDH  our  picket!,  to  aenil  oat  an  advance  enard ;  » 


.11  H.  Tak 


rith  foQ 


il.  and  to 


t  np  my  n 


poulble  difpateh.  le  be  voald  be  In  Centrevllle  in  an  boar. 

uArHBI  to  LleoieQant-Cotonel  UoAujgTiS,  and  proceeded' 

Iml  M  Cenlreiilte  about  balf-paet  elevun  a.  h..  where  he  i 

itrtt*  In  different  placci  in  tbe  •illage — one  at  eacb  or  three  i 

kntied  there  at  flReea  mlnnlea  afier  twelve  o'cloci:,  nooo.  and  took  | 

■•nl  JoamTOs'a  hesdqnartsrr.  and  tbere  awaited  the  arrival  of  tbe  Fii 

Icta  UOM  In  abont  fonr  o-clock  r.  H. 


It  iutcrvalf.  ■■  we  pro- 
run  when  at  Cedar  Ban, 
hat  he  had  poiBSHlaD 
it  in  advance.  LlenleB- 
rve ;  he  then  •dvaneed 
irahie,  to  come  on  irUli 


lenicCBagg  I  InHBO- 
Lleu tenant  Tantux 
ediately  poBled  tout 


S.  VAN  SICKKLL, 
Captain  Ompanj/  B,  Flni  ntgimna  Neie  Jirttg  RjIunMn. 


CHAPTER    XX. 

IRRITANTS  AND  AS80A3IVK3. 


Thk  neglect  of  McCLELtAN  to  take  advantage  of  this  buc- 
cesB  (detailed  in  the  preceding  chapter)  by  immediately  follow- 
ing up  the  retiring  and,  to  all  appearance,  surprised  enemy 
completely  satisfied  General  KEAUnr  of  his  (McClellamV) 
incompetency.  From  thenceforward  his  opinion  of  bim  was 
fixed. 

"  Tb»  stupid  Tact  IB  (he  writes  MBroh  ITtb,  ie6S),tbftt,  not  ooateiit  vith  IM- 
ting  OM  and  olhera  puab  oa  after  the  paDic-stricken  eoeoi;,  nabliog  tiim  a  big 
battle,  and  ending'  the  war  —  for  hia  panic  promised  ua  aure  aucMM — 
UoClellan,  80  pawerful  irith  Bgures,  but  an  weak  witb  men,  haa  hioiii[Ut  ua 
«11  back.     It  ia  aa  lilie  our  good  old  curaerj  storjr — 

'  The  ElsK  cif  Ynntsi-.  wllti  twico  ton  IhouUBd  mim. 
Marched  op  the  bill,  and  Uicn  mircbcd  doirn  aeiln.' 

The  reault  will  be,  that,  in  Southern  character,  they  will  mora  than  recttpMata^ 
more  than  tbinic  ua  afraid  of  a  real  stand-up  Sgbt,  meet  ua  at  tba  prepared 
points,  poaaiblj  plaj  ugl/  tricka  at  the  capital,  and  noaplua  or  forc«  us  ta  Dglit 
with  the  worst  of  chanoea  ngoinat  us ;  and  all  this,  becauae  when  HdCuoxjl^ 
out  of  confidence  since  his  failura  at  Bail's  BluCT,  UespairiDg  of  a  direct  atUck 
OD  UanaBSss,  iuveuted,  with  the  aid  of  engineers  (mpn  who  are  ignorant  uf 
aoldiera),  ibe  ptaa  of  turning  the  enemy  bj  a  aea-route,  instead  of  atailing 
himself  of  the  good  luclc  of  tbs  etiemy's  retreat,  tbinka  that  he  mual  aiill 
adhere  to  his  sea'plan,  like  the  over>slufred  glutton  who  tbiaka  be  must  enu 
bocauae  he  baa  In  band  an  'fmbarras  de^  riclieaies,'  " 

March  Slat  he  writes,  sketching  a  campaign*  for  the  enemy, 
vhich  was  not  attempted  till  Popb'b  time : 

•  "Tbs  war  of  1806  brokflont:  and  thoFraielBiia,  prosd  of  Ihclr  former  bma.leoktba  * 
fldld  against  NAPoijaN,     UtsasHBton,  Ibea  a  colancl.  naa  (JnarteniuRMrOainal 
to  Frlnca  nonasLoiu's  ■rmy.  and.  ai  lbs  etorm-clondf  nt  biltlo  drsw  on  lowtrda 

UMmsaisreilnpmereiiH'ereCBrtslD  to  bring  Dponibu  arm]' and  Ibpcountrr!  LoDklBc 
back  la  tbesv  Isrrlblo  llmei,  tiring  the  atowodand  rsglslaredprsdIctlouAellTCMd 
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"  Our  prueot  sSair  it  a  terrlBc  blunder.  Ittateod  of  foUowlag  up,  overuk- 
la^  lod  irbippi:iic  I^b  eoeaif  se  Ihey  retired  paaic-it'icken,  he  IB  Btlemptlug 
■o  ■ffnir  oT  rivers.  I  do  col  koov  liis  full  meaua  of  Bctioa;  but  1  do  kuow 
ihat,  it  opposed  iritb  eaterprise,  the  Souibera  arnij.  ret^uperated  under  the 
plea  at  our  evading  a  real  fight,  will  seize  CeDtreville  and  Munassae,  just  jn 
rear  of  Toroea  left  on  ibe  Rsppibanuock,  cut  them  off,  restore  tbe  uuiDjured 
mlnwd,  ateam  via  Ilarper'a  Perij  to  Ballimore  aad  'Waahiogtaii,  and  be  back 
io  time  to  meet  ub  before  Eichmsnd;*  because  Ibe  bai:terieB  on  the  York  and 
Jamra  rirers,  if  as  ronnidable  eg  llie  captured  resources  of  Norfolk  abould 
bare  made  Ihcm  in  guns,  will  olilige  us  (if  we  bnve  no  iron-ermored  guuboats) 
Io  land  our  heavjpieoes  and  take  tbem  piecemeal  (besides  ex peadiug  thus  gratu- 
itoual^  much  bioodf ),  all  which  takes  time.  I  cac  011I7  accouot  for  thU  absurd 
■wremenl  I^m  General  McCuillam  sud  bis  advisers  not  having  sutGcient 
■impUcll;  of  cbariicter.  Ii  would  have  been  ao  beautiful  to  have  pushed 
after  the  naemy.  and,  in  doing  so,  isolate  Fred  tricks  burg,  carry  it  essily, 
«ocup;  that  road,  and  tbiia  turn  those  river  battsriee,  all  the  while  near  enough 
to  WashingtoD  in  case  of  anj  attempt  ou  it.  Tbej  will  tell  you  that  it  was  a 
want  of  subsistence,  etc.  This  only  prov«B  bow  uopracticBl  Ui.!Clf.lLjLN  and 
U«  adrisera  are.  And  it  is  pr^ciaely  fruoi  a  mia  manage  me  at  of  these  simple 
details  Id  our  owo  camps  ou  the  Potomac  that  1  have  tbe  more  sad  more 
kamed  to  distruat  bim  entirely.  However,  Johnston  Is  a  very  slow  man,  and 
oiu  rsBources  are  enormous,  so  we  must  win,  and  McClellah  will,  DO  doubt, 
paaa  dowQ  In  history  aa  a  great  general.  What  annoys  me  the  most  is,  that 
lie  baa  atupidly  blundered  in  carrying  out  bis  own  plans.  We  abould,  at 
teBBt,  bavH  kept  tbe  enemy  impressed  with  the  Idea  of  our  direct  advaoce,  aod 
withdrawn  division  after  diviaioD  m  the  atealthineaa  of  night,  and  under  the 
eimaiii  of  Birong  corps," 

This  was  an  early  day  for  such  criticism.  They  meant  what 
Gkaiit  afterwards  painfully  executed.  Some  200,000  men  lay 
'round  Washinglon  then.     The  robe!  force  was  barely  40,000. 


tar  afln  day  hj  ILiuesbach.  In  the 

«•  an.  la  prattoe  laugugsa,  buund 

jMfftct  spirit  of  propliBCT.    All  that  hs  Diretold  cime  tn  p»s  to  the  lellsr."      In  tbe 

sans  war  Vox  Bdlow.— Oen,  Mitcsbll's  "Blognphies  orEmtncnl  SoJdiin."  318. 

"  "  MuMHi."  h«(SoijVinor»)Myf.lnamomoi»ndnmon  Ihc  ™l(jm;l.  "  haii  noobjoct 
la  walllnt  R>r  nr  whitn  be  ran  heat  na  in  delill.  He  will  Brat  tbniw  hlmtFlf  npon 
KoUASorr.  Willi  Is  nesrwl  In  Um,  Bnd  Ihirn  upon  CoHnS,  and  Ibal  will  probsbljr  be 
■wnift  tot  him."  Huw  Jnac  wu  Uib  ptopbfc).—Oeu,  Httchbll's  "  Blograpblei  of 
BmUmi  Buldlcra,"  IAT, 

t  "  Tbe  calrlirsted  SovTAaorr  wu  acciiecd  of  cmelly,  becaaie  be  alwafa  at  OD<e 
etartnaJ  IbrtnHei  Inatead  nf  liiteatln£  the m  and  ilanlDg  ont  the  Inbahllnnlt  and  Ibe 
ganlMBt.  Th'old  h«rn  (bowed.  bfarKhmetlcalukulaliona.tbit  bis bloodlLttHMutls 
DantsMatianedao  mach  loBSof  bo  man  lire  at  did,  on  bo  I  h  ildef,  any  Ioiie  selgo,  dig 
(iBSUd  approach  at.  and  lbs  flarrlDK  out  of  ihuse  tbnt  np  In  ■  fbrlioBa.  TUIa  n>t 
Haft  "III «."— Qpauwam's  Slarj-,  Vel.  I,  page  IM;  February,  lau. 
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The  direct  advance  would  have  boen  necessarily  overwhelming ; 
no  luanffiuvers  could  have  resisted  it.  Looking  back,  and  with 
the  knowledge  we  now  possess,  we  know  that,  tinderlaken  then, 
the  direct  advance  must  have  been  speedily  snceessful,  ecooo- 
mizing  rivers  of  blood  and  ihousauda  of  lives.  Says  PollaAD 
in  his  Lost  Cause,  page  262 : 

"Od  Uarch  lat,  18ii2,  Ihe  number  of  Federal  Iroope  in  and  about  WaBfaiOf- 
ton  hod  iucressed  to  1B3,U2  lit  Tor  duty,  witb  agraod  aggregsle  of  33l.sa7. 
Let  ui  tea  w\\aX  was  \a  front  of  it  oa  the  Caorederato  line  ot  derease.  Gaoe* 
rsl  JOHHSTOH  hud  iu  the  mmpa  ot  CecireTille  and  Maniaaaa  lesi  than  30.000 
men ;  Stokrwall  Jackson  bad  beea  detached  with  elereu  akeleton  tvg<iD«ita 
to  aniiise  tbe  enemy  in  the  ShenaDdoah  Vallej.  Suoti  was  the  force  llial 
Btood  in  McClellan's  patb.  and  deterred  bim  from  a  blow  tbsC,  at  that  time, 
might  have  beeu  fatal  to  the  Southern  Confederac;." 

Wc  have  said  that  McClglt^m  seemed  but  ill  satisfied  mih 
the  sudden  and  skillfal  movement  of  EEAitNT  npon  ManoMiaf, 
Perhaps  it  was  in  consequence  of  this ;  but,  wiiatever  itie  rc»- 
BOO,  in  a  few  days  after  be  tendered  liim  a  command  (to  wMoh, 
as  numbered  fourteen  on  tbe  list  of  brigadiers,  he  was  long  enti- 
tled) of  a  diviaion,  vacated  by  tbe  promotion  of  General  8VM- 
if  BK  to  a  corps.  General  Kearny  was  more  than  glad  to  accept, 
only  desiring  that,  inasmuch  as  his  Fikst  Jeuskt  Bkigadb  had 
beeu  perfected  by  Ruch  toil,  expense  and  zeal,  be  should  I>e  at 
liberty  to  carry  it  with  him,  exchanging  it  for  one  of  Scmnkk's, 
which  lay  close  by  Fkanklin,  and  the  consent  of  whose  briga- 
dier was  obtained.  General  McClellam  did  not  disconrago 
tbe  project,  but  General  Franklin'  at  once  rejected  it,  upon 
which  General  KEAHNr,fccling  his  Jerskt  Elites  to  be  a  trust 
especially  confided  to  him,  and  realizing  their  adoration  of  b!ni} 
ipost  generously  declined  the  proposition,  and,  ranking  many 
division  generals,  remained  with  his  brigade,  Tliis  condact 
was  rewarded,  as  might  readily  be  expected.  As  soon  aa  i( 
was  known,  in  spite  of  orders  to  avoid  all  demonstralionB,  tbs 
enthusiasm  of  his  brave  hoys  could  not  be  restrained.  Bia 
i^pearance  was  the  signal  for  irrepressible  cheering.  Hia 
men  would  have  followed  him,  or  goue  at  his  bidding  aay- 
where,  against  any  odds;  "  nor  did  a  Jersey  soldier  over  foi^ 
get  it." 
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Anotfaer  writer  tbae  expreesca  the  same  ides,  but  in  such  ele- 
gant langiinge  that  it  will  bear  iDscrtion,  even  st  the  riak  of 
r(;{ietition : 

■■JuBt  ftbout  the  Ifms  tbs  overland  advaoce  waa  thus  abandoned  Tor 'an 
•Okir  of  riTprs,'  0«tteral  Eb&bnt  was  oOiarad  tbe  command  of  a  division.  Ha 
wiie  more  iliiu  |[l«d  <o  accept  ihs  lionnr,  on  on«  coadiiion ;  tbat  the  >  Jersey 
Blues  '  should  be  embraced  io  his  tommand.  McCtELLlK  wu  not  UQwilling, 
but  Fbankun  rrjuclnd  (Ite  prnpntLiion,  and  Kbaent  delermiaed  to  remain 
brifcadier  and  coromaod  his  own  brave  biijs.  The  efftct  of  this  decision 
on  his  brigade  cao  ba  JmiRlued.  I(  k»v8  him  boundlcas  control  over  their 
B^mpatliiPB  and  their  conduct  H-<  could  not  ride  down  the  line  on  psrada 
without  arou.iioa  cheers  from  ever^  compnoj.  They  would  have  foUowed  bim 
(aa  faia  Dragooiia  did  roili>w  him  up  lo  liie  gAie  of  Meilco,  and  ea  hia  mea  <Ud 
alwraya  averywbera  until  he  frll  at  their  head)  into  the  charge  at  SalaUava, 


'Csnnon  torlKbl  of  them, 
Cauuoii  to  Ion  nf  III  cm. 
Can  una  behind  Ihcm 
VolJETed  uDd  Ihondered.-  " 

With  all  this,  the  step  caused  General  Keaknt  much  regret. 
Hia  Bubordinatiuu  to  men  of  much  lesa  military  experience 
than  hi:)  own  perpetually  auitoyed  biin.  He  had  strong 
roliftnce  upon  his  own  powere,  a  reliance  which  wub  by  no 
meuns  conceited,  and  which  was  alterward  strongly  Justified. 
Peeling  himself  eijiial  to  almost  any  task,  he  could  not  help 
longing  to  take  the  place  of  some  one  of  those  whom,  in  hiB 
cwDlidential  correspondence,  he  styled  hie  "  inferior  superiors," 

It  was  eome  alleviation  to  his  disappointment,  and  the  state 
of  harassed  feeling  which  his  inferior  position  occasioned,  to 
6nd  himself  valued  as  he  was  by  Nkw  Jebsey  and  its  Lbqis- 
LATITRB.  How  much  its  patrioliu  Executive  regarded  him  he 
was  not  then  aware,  and  his  correspondence  betrayed  an  anjnst 
opinion  upon  that  subject. 

But  the  Press,  llie  People  and  the  Legislature  of  T^sw  Jkr- 
8BT,  all  exhibited  their  admiration  and  attachment  for  him  in 
Baoh  a  manner  as  could  not  be  otherwise  than  gratifying. 

On  the  20th  of  March,  1862,  the  Legislatubz  passed  a  bxbo- 
timON,  declaring — 
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'*  T?iai  New  Jebset  higTdy  apprectateM  the  disinteretied  fideHiy  of  General 
Philip  KsABirr,  in  declining  proffered  promotion  rather  than  tqparalt  ktmse^ 
from  the  command  of  Jerseymen'  intrusted  to  Atm.** 

On  the  28th  of  the  same  month,  a  set  of  besolutioxb  was 
passed,  in  the  following  terms : 

"  Resolved,  That  to  the  New  Jerset  VoLUirrBEBS  belongs  the  praise  not 
only  of  checking  the  retreat  of  the  Federal  Forces  retiring  from  BuU  Run,  and 
greatly  aiding  in  Vie  preservation  of  the  National  Capital  from  capture,  Imt  also 
of  advancing^  unsupported^  on  the  Rebel  stronghold  at  Manassas^  and  comptUing 
its  precipitate  abandonment;  and  thai  General  Kearnt  deserves  the  warm  approved 
and  thanks  of  the  Nation  for  his  boldness  in  making  this  advance,  and  this  skillful 
strategy  he  displayed  in  its  execution. 

"  Resolved,  Thut  having  already  testified  our  high  appreciation  of  the  edf- 
sacrifice  and  fidelity  to  his  trusty  which  led  General  Kearny  to  decline  profnoUon 
rather  than  leave  ?iis  Brigade,  we  now  express  our  regret  at  the  existence  of  any 
such  necessity^  and  respectfully  suggest  to  those  in  authority  the  propriety  (unless  U 
be  inconsistent  with  th$  public  interest)  of  combining  all  the  New  Jersbt  Tboops 
on  the  Potomac  into  one  Division^  and  placing  the  same  under  the  command  of 
General  Kearxt,  whose  devotion  to  his  soldiers,  care  for  Vieir  comfort  and  diseu 
pline,  and  brilliant  qualities  as  an  officer^  entitle  the  country  to  his  services  in  a 
higher  position  than  the  one  lie  now  occupies. 

"  Resolved,  That  a  Copy  of  these  Resolutions  be  forwarded  to  the  Honorablx 
THE  Secretary  op  War." 

The  idea  contained  in  the  second  of  these  resolutions  was  a 
favorite  one  with  General  Kearny,  who  believed  our  troops 
would  fight  better  if  brigaded  by  States ;  but  the  fear  that  State 
pride  might  occasion  dissension  made  the  plan  unpalatable  at 
Washington.* 

*  Thifi  chapter  is  quoted  entire  (with  the  exception  of  the  notes  and  of  one  paragraph 
from  the  pen  of  Joseph  B.  Ltmak,  Esq.),  from  the  Addrcss  of  CoRTi^Ainyr  Pabxkb, 
Ssq.,  entitled:  "Philip  KxABirr,  the  Soldieb  akd  Patriot/*  Newark,  New  JerMy, 
March,  1868. 


CHAPTER    XXI. 

FBOM  ALEXASDKIA.  THBOUGH  TOHKTOWN.  TO  WILLIAMS  BUBG. 

"  Uy  sbipi  >re  ready,  And 
Uj  people  dlQ  expect  mj  bosce  depitlure 
Two  il«j»  Bgo." 


Whan,  Id  IWT.  the  Dcu  df  Satot  deslrod    ' 
need  to  ■  withdraw'  tali  heavy  arlJlJety.    ■    • 
plaoea  ihaatd  bo  loft  In  tbe  Uaea,  which  •honld 

d,  be  decamped  eecri'ily  in  tbe  nlgtal,"— Rdbe 


red  that  pnoie  light  Held 
Jl  thlsgD  being  thni  di*- 


The  "  Affair  of  Rivers  "  was  decided  on  in  March.  It  was 
not  snlil  April  that  it  was  carried  into  execution.  So  much 
has  been  said  and  written  by  war-correspondents,  pampb  let  ears, 
tnititary  critics,  sensational  and  historical  penmen,  that  it  is 
needless  to  discuss  or  enter  into  details,  except  as  to  Kearny. 

This  expedition,  conceived  in  weakness,  was  a  cripple  from  ita 
birth.  Misbegotten,  its  lot  was  misfortune  and  its  end  humilia- 
tioii.  Nevertheleaa,  from  its  com.mencement  to  its  tertninatioa, 
it  iraa  a  glorious  climacteric  in  the  life  of  the  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac, and  in  the  career  of  the  majority  of  the  subordinate  com- 
maoders. 

On  the  17th  April,  Kkaest  embarked  on  board  of  the  splen- 
did steamer  "Elm  City,"  and  on  the  23d  April  found  himself 
[n  the  estuary  of  the  Pocosin,  or  Poquosin  river,  whicli  opens 
into  the  Chesapeake,  jnst  below  the  mouth  of  the  York  river.* 


a  ALei 


r«M)l  Rlehmond.  We  got  as  f«c  »  Callelft  —  there  ' 
Injort'ta  W  iro  forward— al  lB«  orders  came  to  reli 
■kipping  ror  YorkiCFwa.  We  retoraud,  eipeciing  to  . 
■  week.  We  lalled.  eipecllDg  lolaad  uader  ft 
rinr.  Well,  arter  some  delny,  W6  rsachBd  the  York 
!Pm<i*1ii,  or  PoqaotlD  Bay,  nhare  we  are  •till,  and  probably 
W«^nid  Ihcnwa  aitf  go  lo  Fortteia  Mi 
JHfOmtltt^BJumn-t  Stuff,  I'oaiilaBiv.KIAJpni.leiSt. 


nrAl™ 
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ct\n 
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logo 
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Here  he  was  "kept  waiting  to  land,  and  fretting  hiiUBelf  over 
the  want  of  practical  ekill  which,  as  he  eaid,  sickened  Ins  sol- 
diers by  cooping  tliem  ou  the  transports,  becauso  thoy  dared 
not  hazard  a  landing  under  fire." 

It  was  not  until  30th  April  that  ho  was  permitted  to  disembark. 

While  "  cribbed,  cabined  and  confined "  on  ship-board,  a 
vacancy  occurred  in  the  command  of  (he  3d  Division  (foranrly 
C.  S.  Hamilton's)  of  the  3d  Array  Corps,  Hi3i»TZEUtAVi). 
Kearn~y  now  deemed  it  due  to  himself,  his  friends,  the  army 
and  the  country,  to  accept  this  step.  Amid  grief,  ill-oonccalod 
and  heartfelt  on  his  owii  part,  and  amid  the  tears  and  laraeut:^- 
tions  of  the  troops  he  had  made  his  pride  and  hia  worshippcn,* 
be  was  relieved  of  bis  old  and  assumed  hia  new  position  2d 
May,  1862,  at  the  head  of  the  3d  Division,  whose  title  W»8 
changed  to  that  of  Ist  Division  on  the  3d  August  following. 
Its  position  was  alongside  of  that  commanded  by  H00KB& 
Both  of  these  were  encamped  in  close  vicinity  to  the  grannd, 
one  and  a  half  miles  S.  S.  E.  of  Yorktown,  where  the  tents  af 
Generals  Lincoln  and  La  Fayettk  were  pitched  and  the  park 
of  AmericRU  Artillery  was  established  during  the  mcmorabia 
seige  of  Yorktown  in  I7S1,  which  affixed  the  seal  to  the  liberties 
of  our  country.  Kkykb'  Corps  lay  in  advance  of  the  beadi^oar- 
tera  of  Wasdikgton  and  Rochambkau;  these  latter  in  rear  of 
the  park  of  French  Artillery,  about  two  mites  south  by  oast 
of  the  beleaguered  town.f 


•  "  In  batUe,  [ha  tdIcs  of  tho  nun  vba 
nEhsr  than  (brTCit  bit  eiteem  by  filglit,  bi 
ADd  Ui!(  nns  tha  tecrat  or  Kiirnt's  poj 
taai  cminp  IndLtlone  of  tbat  FlbguUr  ii 


nollj  tc 


.Dldlsm  In  the  [ 


1  Ibe  Boldler  loiei  DBrvni  lil*  liuirt,  ud, 
will  remiiln  il  hia  poH  mfl  die,  •  •  ■  • 
itiritj  In  hli  dliiflon^  and  among  tho  thoa. 
i  s^ntd  nun.  thtrt  it  not  one  at  nrcdlMa 
Fur  them  ho  litd  tlwnya  the  luolu  lad  bm- 

—  tilling  on  ibani  iilie  nngry  flnihe*  of  llgtiutlns 
Ihnn  ■  !tnnn-cload.  And  in  ill  the  btqit  I  kiiow  of  no  euch  dcvotloa  lo  a  general  u 
WM  eihlbllBd  tij  the  men  of  KxiSNT'i  Division."— ■■  TA*  Fetitiwlar  C 
rinrfnln,  cte.,"p.«,  hy  Key;  J.  J.  M  utK». 

t  "  Torktomi  viiit  ot  eipeclB]  intereft  to  oa.  becunee  in  llul  place  snd  It 
nel^borhood  are  faand  many  monoioentiof  the  moel  inlemting  event  In  onrRenla- 
tiooary  li1ttOT7.  Thediviiloaanndt^r  O«oen]>  Reibxt  and  Uooreb  sncampedon  lbs 
grouuds  where  had  been  ipread  the  (cntiafaenEnt]  WAenraoTONUidOenenl  Lt  FxX~ 
XTTt.  Wb  daily  Inokfld  onl  opoo  the  plain  where  bad  been  wtln*»ied  the  nimbati 
and  Btragglei  which  compelled  the  Hnal  Jnrrrndor  0/  Torlrtown  to  our  totttt.  The  old 
11  nee  or  entrenchments  and  monndi>  or  redonbti  look  like  a  chain  acroH  the  liekl." — 
a-  Campidga  in  rir^lnia,  aCc.,"  p.  140,  by  Bev.  J.  J.  Uanu. 
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Bera  "  Fighting  Jok  "  and  "  Fighting  Phil,"*  who  had  won 
revets  "for  gallant  and  meritorious  condnct"  in  the  Mexican 
"■^ffar,  fighting  a  foreign  enemy  to  maintain  the  national  honor, 
now  again  became  associated  in  arms  in  the  great  American 
Conflict,  to  preserve  the  Nation's  life,  on  the  very  spot  where 
the  shouts  of  triumph  first  proclaimed  to  the  world  the  accom- 
plished birth  of  our  Nation. 

The  following  was  the  composition  of  Kearnt'b  Division,  as 
furnished  through  the'courteay  of  Major-General  E.  D.  Tows- 
send,  Assistant  and  Acting  Adjutant-General  U.  S.  A.,  to  whom 
the  writer  is  indebted  fot  many  similar  acts  of  kindness: 

" Brigadier-Qeueral  P.  Ke&iuit  was  reUeved  Trom  commaDd  ot  Ibe  'New 
Jentj  BrigBda  '  and  sBsumed  command  of  the  3d  Difiiion  (fonaerl7  HiHiL- 
TOS'S),  3d  Ainij  Corpa,  May  2,  1862. 

"  Hune  of  Division  cbanged  to  1st  DEvIaioD  Aagust  13,  186£. 

"FIRST  BRIGADE: 

"  Briffsdler-GenBral  Cqas.  D.  Jaubsdn,  commandins  until  June  13,  1S6S ; 
Srigftdier-Geueral  J.  0.  Bobujsoh  commanding  from  June  11,  '6'J,  to  Septem- 
ber, 1863. 

"TaooPS— First  Brigade  — 

■'   STIh  Ponnfljlrnnia  Vols,    Tranaferred  to  2d  Brigade  August  12,  1862. 

"  63d   Pennijlvania  Vols. 

"  105th  PeEnsylvaain  Vole, 

"   87th  Neir  York  Vols.     Kelieved  Trom  dutj  with  Diviaion  August  S3,  '63. 

"   lOth  Indlnna  Tola,    Joined  Brigade  June  10,  1861. 

"SECOND  BRIGADE: 
"  Brigadier-General  D.  B.  Bt&.VBT,  conunandlng, 
"  Thoops  — 
"    SSth  Nbw  TotX  VoIb. 
"   40th  New  Torli  Vole, 

"  lOlat  New  Tork  Vols.    Joined  Brigade  June  9,  1862. 
"     3d    MuDe  Voii. 
"     <th  Uaine  Vols. 

"   99th  PeDnaylvania  Vols.    Joined  Brignde  July  6,  19G2. 
"    57tb  Pennsylvania  Vola.    Joined.  Troni  lit  Brigade,  AuguBt  12,  186 

I  ThlH  tMmo  florpi  comprLsod  ai  part  of  IIoaKEii>  DItIbIod  the  ftmoiu  Eioir 
Brljitdo.  totniDBn<led  by  naotlier  Hfihtor,  DisitL  E,  BictLM,  known  to  bii  ■'  Boyi 
"FLghtlaf;  Om."  It  l«  nolalittlti  alngolsr,  la  Ihle  coaaecllon,  thai  each  of  thl*" 
ot  buOM  ^eta  larftlons  time  Intended  lac  dirgymcD. 


I 

^ 
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"  THIRD  BRiaADE  : 

**  Brigadier-General  EEiram  G.  Berbt  commanding,  until  August  19,  1862; 
Colonel  0.  M.  POE,  2d  Michigan  Vols.,  commanding  from  August  20,  1862,  to 
September,  1862. 

"  Troops  — 
••    2d  Michigan  Vols. 
"    3d  Michigan  Vols. 
'*    5th  Michigan  Yds. 

"  37th  New  York  Yols.  - 

"    1st  New  York  Vols.    Joined  Brigade  June  3,  1862 

"Artillbrt  op  Division: 

"  Company  G,  2d  United  States  Artillery.    Relieved  July  18,  1862. 
**  Company  B,  Ist  New  York  Artillery.     Relieved  June  5,  1862. 
**  Company  E,  Ist  Rhode  Island  Artillery. 
"  Company  K,  3d  United  States  Artillery.    Joined  July  18,  1862." 

Torktown  was  evacuated  on  the  night  of  the  3d  of  May. 
Eleven  thousand  men  under  General  Magruder  (who  adopted 
here  the  strategem  of  Kearny  when  approaching  Manassas, 
and  extended  his  little  force  over  a  distance  of  several  miles,  so 
as  to  give  it  the  appearance  of  large  numbers),  had  delayed 
nearly  90,000  infantry,  50  batteries  of '  artillery,  10,000  cavalry, 
and  a  seige  train  of  100  guns,  from  the  4th  day  of  April  pre- 
vious. 

This  fact  is  proof  enough  of  the  correctness  of  Kearny's 
opinion,  both  as  to  the  injudiciousness  of  the  route  and  the  lack . 
of  comprehensive  generalship  in  his  commander. 

On  the  night  (3d  May)  Yorktown  was  evacuated,  one  of 
Kearny's  new  brigadiers,  Charles  D.  Jameson,  "General  of 
the  Trenches,"  was  the  first  to  discover  the  fact,  or,  at  all  events, 
the  first  to  enter  the  enemy's  works,  at  6  a.  m.  on  the  ensuing 
day.  On  the  4th,  towards  midday,  Stoneman,  with  the  cavalry 
and  some  light  batteries,  got  off  in  pursuit  of  the  rebels ;  at 
early  noon  (10  a.  ii.  ?)  Hooker  moved.  Kearny  did  not  start 
until  9  A.  M.  on  the  5th.  Between  the  Divisions  of  Hooker 
and  Kearny  strung  out  Sumner's  corps  of  about  30,000  men. 

When  Stoneman,  Hooker  and  Sumner  marched,  on  the  4tb, 
it  was  a  bright,  sunny,  or  fair  May  day  for  Virginia.  In  Hook- 
er's Division  the  men  threw  away  all  superfluous  baggage,  in 
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conseqaence  of  the  heat,  an<l  some  actually  dropped  down  ^m 
the  same  cause.  It  was  not  only  hot,  but  dusty.  What  a  con- 
trast wlien  Kkahny's  turn  to  advance  came  on  the  morning  of 
the  5th.  Tlie  rain  commenced  falling,  sprinkling,  about  dark, 
on  the  4th,  increasing  in  violence  nntil  abont  11  p.  m.,  when  it 
set  in  for  a  regular  storm.  During  the  niglit  it  was  not  heavy 
enough  to  wet  through  the  blaniet  covering  the  writer's  inform- 
ant^ but  towards  morning  (3  a,  m.)  it  increased  iu  violence.* 

iVfterdaylight  (5  th)  rain  fell  in  torrents.  The  roads  had  become 
soaked  with  water  and  were  perfectly  horrible  —  ankle  deep  for 
the  men,  and,  seemingly,  bottomless  to  the  artillery.  The  dif- 
ferent commands  and  arms,  between  Torklown  and  Wllliama- 
barg,  between  Kkaknt  and '  Hooker,  became  intermingled. 
The  confusion,  worse  confounded,  was  hourly  aggravated  by 
the  weather,  the  mud  and  the  muddled  condition  of  affairs  in 
the  rear,  in  the  direction  of  the  movements :  Witness  HKraT- 
zELMAn's  statement,  that  he  had  orders  from  McCLELLAif  him- 
self to  assume  command  at  the  front ;  whereas  Sumner  was 
acting  under  exactly  similar  instructions  from  Maicct,  Chief  of 
Staff. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  4th,  Stonkman  ran  into,  or  overtook 
the  rebel  rear-guard,  beyond  WunTAKKa's  house,  between  three 
Mid  four  miles  this  aide  and  in  sight  of  Williamsburg.  The 
pursued  stood  at  bay,  turned  upon  and  repulsed  the  pursnerBi. 

Here  there  is  as  much  confusion  in  t!io  accounts  of  what  fol- 
lowed as  there  was  confusion  reigning  among   the  dislocated 
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>,,  Olh,  the  nln  Mma  iloim  In  uruiut.  Twelve  honra  o(  stead;  down-panr  vu  nOt- 
cieat  to  eonurt  llie  fare  of  the  connlrj-lnto  ■  (iMani'"-'"  which,  according  to  CmpWn 
OaIUjU  H,  Soon,  41  b  New  York  IndopeDdecl  Bsllmr.  thu  honeg  luik  to  tboir  lm«a. 
Mid  nothsr  tDhmnant  goea  further,  arerrlne  Hut  (he  men.  ena,  ruttnd  the  mod  knee- 
dv«t>.  Di  TnoiH:kMD  ipealu  of  trilllci?  honeii  u  "  killed,  uc  drowned  in  their  hu- 
Deit"  tn  the  mad  on  (he  Mb,  end  of  adTiincli]g  "to  (he  beltls  throaeb  an  ocetn  of 
mini,  imld  wearied  Icamt.  and  in  the  tnidal  or  au  Inovitable  dlxorder,  which  tsft  llrag- 
gUn  BDongh  In  the  re&r."  Hnw  mach  dne*  thin  add  to  the  glor;'  of  Kiihiit.  in  Ilml 
bt  carried  hli  men  throngh  all  thli  inti>  the  fleld  to  mit  a  loat  battle,  an  achlovemeut 
le  reioloUDij  of  Buvoatu  at  Waterloo. 
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commands.  About  5.30  p.  m.  Sumner,  with  Smith's  Division, 
came  upj  but  nothing  seems  to  have  been  done.  Darkness 
shut  in  upon  the  opposing  forces  before  Hooker  got  into  posi- 
tion. Then  the  Union  forces  bivouacked  in  the  woods  and  the 
rain,  which  had  just  commenced,  and  slept  in  the  consequent 
mud. 

It  was  nearly  midnight  when  the  van-guard  of  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac  sank  down  to  rest  —  if  such  a  suspense  could  be 
termed  rest  —  under  the  most  trying  circumstances  for  soldiers 
young  in  active  campaigning.  It  was  a  terrible  initiative  for 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  with  a  battle  certain  at  the  breaking 
of  the  day.  Still,  they  stood  it  nobly,  and  proved,  as  was  said 
of  other  troops  on  other  fields,  "  that  it  took  an  awful  deal  to 
take  it  out  of  them." 


CHAPTER  XXII. 


E  BATTLE  OF  WILLIAM 8 BUBO,  MONDAY,  Kth  MAY.  1888. 
KEARNT  AT  WILUAM3BDKO. 
"HBtLlentonsnt-Generai,  or  General  of  Dlvl-lon,  lie  Conrr  ipk  LonoW.  e«"  b\t 
OidBCB  viUi  m  coDloeBi  trhtcb  msUe  It  euy  lu  Mc  Ibat  be  l>  the  relation  (Dspliew)  of 
(be  lacompanbla  H.  ux  Tubinse,  (UAjor-Oenenl  Phil.  Keudit  «■■  nupbev  of  tliD 
■dmlnUa  HrlfiUdicr-aoaeral,  BroTnl  MaJorQeufnil.  Sibpheb  W*tt»  Khaju-t.)  He 
tadaboiHkUlednndertalaiitliiaacciimilloP.E.iitFBlrOmke).  If  God  had  token 
kin  ironi  lu  (at  Ibe  batUt  of  WlUlloubllrK)  everjlbinj;  vu  tost."  SavsHt'i  BbiUArt 
dt  ZautxiU.  IL,  IiH. 

Basdook  uiil  Kkauitt  meatbmciJ.  rtaptet  and  rmen  Uirtn,  /or  never  mai  Aoieriain  ralor 
muri  ttavtifiill^  iHnitraltd  tAaa  liy  lIUu  Oentralt  an  the  JUid  qf  WUUamt^tayl"  -'Siese 
of  WMhlngtnn."  OplalD  AoAaa. 
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OiiJJma*'a  SUlorv  «* 

''B«jdllM.  *1lh  bis  conqncrlng  tBg\taeata,  laj  renrgantiod  behind  Zomdorf. 
Vnduinted  atnldat  thegenereJ  alBim.  he  eiclted  alxly-one  sqaadroUB  to  ft«»b  exertion*, 
bjatuinllng'-- Jfy  cAUdwi./tV^Dwmii/'  'Wepoixov.'  answered  bia  braro  *  • 
Bonirtltioneaeeord.    nu  well  knavn  voles  was  In  their  eare  i  ble.elorlonaeiamplo 


M  OJider  Qnartachon 


1,  StyOtUt. 


-  WtiiiiH  (m  ol  Engluid)  last  tbc  rnilla  of  bin  < 
be  Ihe  IrUh  on  their  retreat.  Drogbeda,  a  nominal  torti 
l*RlOB»,orontworkB.  with  only  uetea  iron  cannon,  a  Barrifonot  twelve  hundred  men, 
ami  ■  cawBIdJr  govetuur,  arrested  hia  career  bnt  a  Hlagle  day.  Threo  more  dtjt 
(lapMdbelbreblaentrTiDto  Dublia,  a  dieUincu  of  tweoly-two  mUea  only.  Ue  Ihna 
fwe  hia  enanle*  lelioTB  to  retreat  and  opportnnlly  to  rBorganiaB.  Even  then,  it  was 
DMtoalite  loprcea  and  porane  with  bla  whole  force.  The  foHmcatlone  of  Lira  Brick 
Ind  noUnred  to  decay ;  he  givo  the  Iri^h  time  to  repair  and  add  to  Ihera.  He  dlnded 
Ualbrce*,  «eDdln|;DoDOLA.<  with  ten  tb onto nd  men  tobcalcgc  Atblone.  while  he  with 
Ow  nicatDdEr  marched  aonlhwlrd  along  the  coast.  Before  Athlone,  D0CSI.1S  anftslned 
a  alxMl  dnfEBl.  William  himself  did  no  more  than  »lic  Weifotd.  which  wan  belrayed, 
•nd  Clonmol,  which  was  un^rrlBoDcd— petty  conqncatu,  luletpoalng  delay,  when  cipc- 
dlUDDwucHeutlia."   O'Coaoa'i  "  auuary  SUtorv  r^  0^  Mth  Xalion." 


We  no 
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hj  the  repelled  beaiy 


it  of  McBKi,  Fbboiebhjih,  Alivai.  and  Sonn*o!iT  but  "nob  w 
ml  opinion,  uil  then  wii  not  winiiDg  mauy,  evm  In  blgh  places  to  solemul;  Kin 
Uiegoveranr-){eDCn>llgBUiiltctue>IIIg  Ihe  SalleJ:  ii  aunie  of  Ibem  Mid.  'oDlJ  U>  be 
driven  bark  Hith  dtignco.'  Better  dud  dccUred  tbil  ve  hid  Dot  meant  lo  lijr  ilcgKlo 
GabiDdeiirh  ini]  Lihoru,  md  tfaal.  wlIboDt  HucbTuusna  It  would  be  itijudiclon*  ta<ruf*. 
Wbde  that  prweed  on  the  epot.  there  bid  beeu  fur  Fome  Vac  ■•  ImpreetlTe  ines»»- 
ttoiu  ^m  irrenponilblfl  perBoneelBenbete  to  advuce  and  baurd  all  In  ibe  Pniija!). 
hefbre  oar  Inila  and  ammiuiltlob  bad  come  tip.  Tbo  gorernor-geneTiI'i  pracilcal  mm' 
mon  lenee  Bteeied  bim  eatelj  hetneen  theie  eitroDia*.  lie  iriltad  in  bonr  beToni)  Ibc 
irrlTil  or  the  Blese-tralii :  be  Tell  tbiC  iQ  now  depended  on  Time,  on  doling  tlic  «ar 
baroro  Cbeliol  aeuon  contd  set  In  on  onrBnropein  iraopi,  entaUIns  death  Inahandrcd 
ahapei  on  all  ranks,  and  the  eipenaea  of  mother  campaign  on  tbo  OorcmmeDt."  fin 
Henbt  Mdntboubi  LiWBQnn'a  Ein^i,  limiary  and  PalUttal,  vrltten  In  Indlt^ 


"  Soroover,  AniTnoFBn.  Hid  nolo  Abiiloii 
ttaantand  mon.  and  I  will  irit?  md  pureoc  after  : 
upon  him  vhlle  be  is  woary  and  neak-habded,  a): 
pBoplo  that:  are  with  bim  BhiUdec.'"— 2d8Aii:  x 


e  hini  afraid,  and  mil  Iho 


:aio  the  order  naa  apposite,  and  perfscUr  practical.  In  anch  niac.alon*  wo* 
;  of  Lien,  the  kcj  to  (Ibe  eaplnre  of)  Paria  (in  18H)  won.  K*poi.»ok  bioactf 
.11  hie  might  to  break  the  rigbl  wing  and  center  (of  Blccheb),  and  got  peaaea- 
10  dlrcM  road  to  Laon.   The  Prince  pitlentlj  observed  tbo  cboDgcs  of  iba 


etraggle 

BvennuIU  evening;  at  length  he  spoke:  'Now  It  is  liniFlo  pnluead  lo  IbU 

bnslneia 

Then  ho  look  ool  Wb  walcb  and  gave  Iha  order  aoporflBglj.   -to  makes 

ttack  at  a  doalgnaled  time ;  Tons  etpcclallj  ahaii  pata  from  hia  defenalve  to 

uoltcn 

vo  as  nercc  at  bis  foKo  will  porrait ;  lei  him  thi  fire  10  the  adjareiit  tiUaeo 

androo 

the  French  and  pnraue  them  as  Ilerceljr  and  ai  (kr  aa  clrcBmsUDcei  ir)U 

permit.' 

A  decided  Tlolory  w»  the  reinll.  In  which  Ytuui  bad  the  gwMBal  abato." 

Biuu's 

Bluclier. 

It  is  very  questionable  if  any  portion  of  the  Army  of  tho 
Potomac  ever  foiiglit  as  well  —  perbaps  "  well "  is  not  the  word 
—  rather,  ever  showed  more  Lnlldog  pluck  than  Hkistzelm*:«'s 
oorpB  at  Williamsburg.  Not  that  this  glorious  ai-my  did  not 
fight  marvelously  welt  on  other  occaeions;  bnt  Wbujxgtow 
admitted  that  troops  green  to  fire  often  face  death  with  mora 
reckless  enthugiaam  than  veterans  who  have  learned  from  tipe- 
rience  the  folly  of  exposing  themselves  needk-saly.  The  "  Iron 
Duke^"  spoke  of  the  young  British  officers  who  had  never  been 
nnder  fire  before,  hastening  to  meet  death  at  Waterloo  as  gnily 
as  if  they  were  going  to  a  balL  Perhaps  one  reason  for  tliia 
apparent  indifierence  arises  from  the  fact  that  men  of  a  brav« 
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aaiioa  do  not  leum,  before  Ihey  have  gone  through  o 


battle,  to  a 
Lien  tenant  I 


e  its  duiger 


e  sharp 


—  BO  frequently  qnoted  in  the  chapters 
relating  to  Keaeny  in  Algiers  —  who  served  with  the  Fruuch 
Foreign  Legion  in  Africa,  uecB  the  following  language  in  regard 
to  Ilia  "baptism  of  lire :" 

"  This  was  ray  first  battle  in  tljo  open  field,  and  I  cannot  say 
that  it  made  much  irapresaion  upon  me.  My  imagination  had 
pictured  the  terrors  of  tlie  scene  bo  vividly  to  me  that  the  real- 
ity fell  far  short  of  it.  I  was  moreover  propared  for  it  by  all 
manner  of  perils  by  land  and  by  sea.  I  Lave  frequently  ob- 
served that  men  of  lively  imagination  (and  accordingly  most 
soutbrons)  have  a  greater  dread  of  fancied  than  of  real  dangers. 
Before  the  decisive  inonuint  arrives,  they  have  exhausted  all  the 
terrors  of  death  and  are  prepared  for  the  worst.  The  cold, 
phlegmatic  northerner,  on  tlie  contrary,  goes  with  greater  cool- 
Dees  into  battle,  but  often  finds  it  worse  than  he  expected." 

Marshal  Net,  afrer  explaining  to  General  Dluas  his  man<ru- 
vr«B  at  Lntren,  in  1813,  which  decided  the  day,  added:  "Ihad 
only  battalions  of  conscripts  (new  levies),  and  I  have  reason  to 
congratulate  myself  on  it ;  and  doubt  whether  I  could  have 
doii«  the  same  thing  with  the  old  GrenadierB  of  the  Guard.  I 
Iiad  before  me  the  best  of  the  enemy's  troops,  the  whole  of  the 
Prnmittu  Guards ;  our  bravest  grenadiers  after  having  twice  fail- 
ed, would,  perhaps,  not  have  carried  the  village ;  but  I  led  these 
SraiM  children  Jive  times  to  the  charge,  and  their  docility,  per- 
haps, too,  their  inesperienco,  served  me  better  than  veteran 
courage;  the  French  Infantry  is  novor  too  young." 

It  is  curious  to  contemplate  the  efiects  of  the  same  causes 
upon  different  individuals,  and  the  reader  will  find  a  result  simi- 
lar to  that  at  which  Lampisg  reached  by  a  diflerent  process  of 
thought,  in  one  of  the  actors  at  Williamsburg,  quoted  a  little 
forthor  on.  Brevet  Major  W,  B.  (then  Second  Lieutenant  in  the 
Fifth  Excelsior)  describes  Williamsburgh  (where  he  commanded 
his  company)  as  the  hottest  fight  he  ever  was  in,  Chancellorsvillo 
coming  neit  in  severity;  Gettysburg,  in  his  opinion,  fell  far 
short  of  both,  although  bis  brigade  (Excelsior)  did  the  hardest 
Idad  of  fighting  on  the  second  day  (2d  July,  Thursday),  on  the 
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left,  repalsing  Longstrkkt's  tuniing  movement.  The  lines  were 
closer  together  wlien  they  exchanged  fires  at  Williamsliurg 
than  on  any  other  occasion.  Ho  bimaelf  cut  down  and  proBcrved 
a  sapling,  which  only  made  a  good  stout  cane,  yet,  nevertheless, 
had  been  hit  by  nine  bnllets. 

Major  C.  S.  W.,  First  New  York  Artillery  —  who  made  lu« 
debut  in  thie  battle,  8er\-od  throughout  the  war  with  tlisttiictioii, 
and  was  brevetted  Brigadier-General  at  a  time  when  brevets 
were  indeed  worth  something  —  has  often  remarked  that  tho 
troops,  on  this  sombre  May  day,  marched  up  under  fire  just  as 
lines  are  I'epreBCnted  going  into  battle  in  pictures.  It  is  Ttry 
unlikely  if  he  exposed  himself  with  such  total  disregard  of  self 
again.  Keaicnt  often  spoko  of  this  officer's  conduct  on  tliis 
occasion,  and,  highest  commendation  for  an  old  soldier,  eaid 
that  the  green  volunteer  behaved  as  well  as  any  regular  (mean- 
ing veteran)  could  have  done. 

There  are  many  reasons  why  our  troops  should  have  behnveil 
well  at  WilliaiQBhurg,  They  had  been  disgusted  with  lying 
in  the  mud  throughout  the  previous  fall  and  winter,  blockaded, 
as  it  were,  or  held  in  check  by  ^phantom  enemy,  whose  unretiliti/ 
had  been  dissipated  by  Kearny's  sudden  dash  on  Ccntreville 
and  into  Manassas.  They  burned  to  avenge  Ball's  Bluff;  Drain- 
villc  had  tanght  them  what  a  vigorous  attempt  to  do  something 
could  accomplish.  Tho  inaction  before  Yorktown  had  not  im- 
proved their  temper;  they  felt  their  strength;  they  knew  their 
capability,  and  they  longed  to  measure  themselves  with  rebels 
who  had  vanished  from  tho  battle  field,  which  they  claimed  as  u 
great  Southern  victory,  and  was  not,  and  had  eluded  them  in 
those  fortified  lines  where  Ooiutwai-lib  surrendered  to  Wash- 

IXGTON. 

Fortunately,  tho  troops  who  led  the  Union  advance  up  the 
Peninsula  had  been  attempered  into  a  steel  lance-blade,  who»e 
point  was  that  "  Fighting  Joe  "  who  crowned  a  long  series  of 
desperate  conflicts  by  the  escalade  of  Lookout  Mountain,  that 
nonpariel  "  battle  above  the  clouds." 

Hooker  led  his  men  into  action  and  disposed  of  them  with 
tho  calm  intrepidity  of  a  practised  leader.  His  presence  held 
his  men  up  against  fearful  odds ;  and  when  they  bad  to  giro 
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groond  (liiB  siogle  division  liad  to  siTStain  the  attack  of  far  ont- 
liumbering  forces,  gradually  ineveaaing  to  quadruple  its  owu  ; 
vre  look  priaonors  from  forty  rebel  regiments),  he  became  a  BOrl 
of  Providence,  exercising  an  uifliience  of  which  none  but  the 
bravest  of  the  brave  are  capable  of;  bo  that  bis  troops  gathered 
around  him  as  a  centre  and  a  strong  and  nnshakable  tower,  to 
make  their  last  desperato  stand.  Still,  even  h^  could  not  have 
lield  thom  up  to  such  work  had  not  the  troops  felt,  had  not  each 
soldier  known,  that  the  man  who  was  coming  up  to  relieve  them 
was  that  fearless  twin-spirit,  who  would  do  all  that  could  be 
<lone  to  convert  a  momentary  check  into  a  victory.  They  knew 
that  Kearny  would  strain  every  nerve ;  that  he  valued  "  Fight- 
ing Joe,"  and  that  Hookbb  valued  "  Fighting  Phil."  Together 
they  had  fought  in  Mexico ;  amid  manifold  perils  they  had 
learned  to  estimate  each  other  at  their  full  worth ;  aud  they 
relied  upon  each  other  with  the  assurance  only  such  men  can 
feol  and  inspire.  Hard  pressed,  and  aware  that  his  troops  were 
nearly  exbaneted,  IIookkk  felt  —  and  bo  expressed  himself — 
abaudoued  by  those  who  should  have  been  the  first  to  support 
liim.  Id  an gnisb  of  spirit  at  his  needless  loss — needless  had  he 
tieen  duly  succored — ho  recorded  his  sense  of  thiB  abandonment 
in  language  which,  however  bitter,  the  people  feel  was  very  near 
tlie  truth:  "History  will  not  be  believed  when  it  is  told  that 
tbe  noble  ofBcers  and  men  of  my  division  were  permitted  to 
carry  on  this  uneqnal  struggle  from  morning  till  night,  unaided, 
in  the  presence  of  more  than  thirty  thousand  of  their  comrades 
with  arms  in  their  handa.     Nevertheless  it  is  true." 

IIooKEB  was  perfectly  right,  and  acted  in  strict  accordance 
with  the  principles  of  war,  when  he  attacked  the  retreating 
rebels  at  Williamsburg.  He  would  have  violated  those  rules 
had  he  not  done  so.  To  press  Aome  a  retreating  foe  is  just  what 
our  generals  always  ought  to  have  done,  and  just  exactly  as 
HooKBB  did.  The  rebels  also,  in  this  fight,  were  true  to  their 
principles — never  to  shun  a  fight  when  they  expected  to  be  able 
to  do  a  greater  proportional  damage  to  us  than  they  thought  wo 
could  do  to  them ;  and  to  reinforce  their  rear  guard  to  insure  its 
being  able  to  make  a  decided  etand  even  though  they  saorifiotd 
titat  rear  guard,  as  at  Falling  Waters,  so  that  they  saved  their 
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main  army  and  their  material.  None  of  their  generals  seemed 
to  value  human  life ;  but  then  they  always  required  an  equiva- 
lent for  their  prodigality  of  blood — always,  except  at  Gettys- 
burg. There,  however,  for  the  first  time,  Lee  acted  upon  open 
ground,  where  his  actions  could  be  discerned ;  and  there  he 
demonstrated  that  he  'was  not  the  general  his  admirers  claimed 
him  to  be,  and  that  all  his  reputation  had  been  built  up  on  the 
ability  of  his  subordinates,  and  the  eri'ors  and  negligence  of  his 
opponents. 

But  enough  of  this  argument.  Hooker  did  attack,  and 
bravely,  in  the  same  spirit  that  Sherman,  two  years  afterward 
(27th  June,  1864),  assaulted  at  Kenesaw  Mountain,  claiming 
that  his  daring  feat  "  produced  good  fruits  and  demonstrated 
to  General  Johnston  (who  commanded  on  the  Peninsula  in  May, 
1862)  that  I  would  assault,  and  that  boldly."  Hooker's  division 
seemed  about  to  experience  the  fate  of  the  assaulting  column 
amid  the  Georgia  Appallachians,  and  would  have  done  so  had 
he  not  had  Phil.  Kearny  to  appeal  to  for  support,  and  Pniu 
Kearny  to  respond  to  his  appeal  and  to  answer  promptly  and 
efficiently  the  summons  of  Hooker  for  the  reinforcements 
necessary  to  preserve  and  maintain  his  soldierly  honor  and  his 
division's  existence. 

The  facts  are  these:  Through  storm  and  mire,  and  loitering 
after  loitering  regiments,  brigades  and  divisions.  Hooker  sent 
word  back  to  Kearny,  furthest  in  the  rear,  to  hurry  forward. 
Other  regiments  intervened,  but  his  trust  was  in  Kkarny. 
"  Tell  Hooker  I  am  coming,"  said  Ksiarny,  whose  division  was 
the  last  to  leave  the  lines  at  Yorktown.  These  were  his  words 
to  the  aid  who  brought  hiin  Hooker's  message  ;  and  Kbabny, 
the  last  to  whom  such  an  appeal,  under  ordinary  circumstances, 
would  have  been  made,  was  the  first  to  come  up  and  save 
Hooker.  Yes,  saved  Hooker  in  every  sense  of  the  word,  as 
Stevenson  testifies  in  his  history  of  the  "  Excelsior,  or  Sickles 
Brigade." 

Captain  F.  E.  G.  wrote  as  follows  in  this  connection :  "  I  had 
not  the  honor  of  fighting  under  your  illustrious  relative,  the  la- 
mented Phil.  Kearny,  but  I  did  have  the  honor  of  seeing*  him 
on  more  than  one  battlefield ;  and  especially  do  I  remember  tlio 
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joy  I  experieuced  no  aeeiug  liira  come  np  the  road  at  the  bsttle 
of  Willlamaburg.  I  cheered  him  then,  standing  in  mud  a  foot 
Jeep,  with  the  tears  trickliBg  down  my  cheekB-  for  joy.  He 
Bated  our  divUion,  and  who  can  tell  how  much  more  ?  " 

"  1  shall  never  forget,"  said  Brevet  Major  W.  B.,  "  the  arrival 
of  the  brave  General  Kkarnt  and  his  troops  at  the  battle  of 
Williamsburg,  on  May  5,  1802.  I  at  that  time  wae  a  second 
lieutenant,  in  command  of  my  company  (Company  I,  Fifth  Regi- 
ment, Excelsior  Hrigade).  The  Excelsior  Brigade,  except  one 
regimcnl  —  the  Second  Excolsior  Seventy-first  New  York  Vol- 
onteera — together  with  the  rest  of  Hookek's  division,  had  been 
engaged  in  the  battle,  and  at  the  time  of  Kearny's  reaching 
the  battle  field  the  whole  division  waa  well  fought  out,  as  the 
list  of  killed  and  wounded  will  attest.  We  had  been  forced 
back  a  full  half  mile  from  where  we  had  fought  in  the  morning, 
and  our  wounded  in  the  hospital  were  in  great  danger,  not  only 
from  capture,  but  sinee  the  enemy's  projectiles  were  vtsitiug 
iheiu.  When  General  Keaunt  arrived,  he  passed  throagh  our 
lines  and  soon  retook  the  lost  ground,  and,  after  a  short  but  gal- 
lant fight,  he  made  the  battle  of  Williamsburg  a  victory. 

"When  the  Excelsior  Brigade  was  forced  back  at  the  battle 
of  WUIiarasburg,  May  5,  1802,  two  guns  were  left  loaded  and 
primed,  all  ready  to  fire,  by  the  artillery,  but  no  artillery-man 
waa  there  t"  fire  them.  A  second  lieutenant  belonging  to 
Company  F,  Fifth  Regiment,  Excelsior  Brigade,  by  the  name 
of  SqtriER  (a  brother  of  Mr.  S«uikr,  so  long  connected  with 
Frank  Leslie's  paper),  discovered  that  the  guns  were  loaded 
and  stood  by  them;  and  when  our  troops  had  fallen  to  the  rear 
of  these  guns,  and  the  rebels,  hard  pressing  them,  made  their 
appcuriince,  he  pulled  the  lanyards,  and  the  rebels,  not  forget- 
ting tlie  days  of  masked  batteries,  thought  it  waa  all  a  Yankee 
trick  our  falling  back,  and  they  immediately  retired  ;  and  before 
they  recovered  General  Ekaknt  had  arrived,  and  then  the  day 
»as  safe." 

There  is  no  question  bnt  that  Keausy  fnlly  appreciated  the 
work  before  him  from  the  outset.     Brevet  Brigadier-General  C. 

S,  W establishes  this  when  he  states  that  ho  saw  Kkahnt's 

division  drawn  out  ready  to  move  on  the  first  intimation,  long 
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before  any  orders  were  issued  to  that  effect.  De  Trobriand 
says  that  from  the  start  Kearny  felt  that  "  Stonemant  had  the 
whole  rebel  rear  guard  on  his  hands  "  on  the  evening  of  the  4th, 
and  that  Heintzelman's  aid  confirmed  the  exactitude  of  Kear- 
ney's conjectures  when,  next  day,  about  11a.  m.,  this  aid  en- 
countered the  advancing  succors,  westward  of  the  Brick  Church. 

Full  justice  has  never  been  done,  hitherto,  by  any  historian 
of  the  war,  to  the  battle  of  Williamsburg.  In  many  of  its  fea- 
tures it  was  one  of  those  conflicts  which  ought  to  be  remembered 
in  the  catalogue  of  decisive  battles.  It  decided  one  fact — that 
the  men  of  the  North  were  not  the  men  which  their  detractors 
had  pictured  them ;  that  if  any  people  on  the  face  of  the  earth 
would  fight  and  stand  up  to  their  work  under  every  disadvan- 
tage, Northerners  would;  that  they  would  fight  as  well  as 
Southerners,  if  not  better,  and  endure  as  much,  if  not  more. 
They  were  no  longer  quirites  (citizens),  but  milites  (soldiers). 

In  this  battle  Kearny  showed  himself  also  in  his  tnie  colors. 
If  any  man  doubted  that  he  would  fulfill  all  that  report  had 
ascribed  to  him,  that  doubt  was  set  at  rest  forever.  He  justi- 
fied the  opinion  of  one  of  those  generals  (whose  name  the  snarl- 
ing but  capable  Gurowski  declared  "ought  to  corruscate  as 
the  purest  light  of  patriotism  for  future  generations ;  one  who 
never  fails  where  honor  and  patriotism  are  to  be  sustained  "), 
Major-Gcneral  A.  A.  IIuMrnuEYS,  now  Chief  of  Engineers  — 
who  wrote  "  that  Kearny's  action,  by  universal  testimony,  was 
magnificent."  The  words  of  Blucher's  biographer,  Bieske,  in 
regard  to  his  hero,  will  apply  with  equal  force  to  Kearny,  an 
identically  parallel  character :  "  Fifteen  years  Blucher  lived  in 
his  retirement  very  happily  [Kearny  spent  ten  years  in  Inxu- 
rious  ease]  as  he  declared,  and  yet  proved  (when  the  time  came) 
that,  with  his  characteristic  resolution,  whatever  he  willed  to 
do  he  could  accomplish." 

"  One  memorable  fact  which  you  ought  not  to  forget  in  your 
narrative  of  that  fight,"  are  Hooker's  own  words  in  a  letter  to 
the  author, was  that  Kearny's  division  was  the  last  to  leave  York- 
town,  and  was  the  first  to  come  to  my  assistance."  The  reader 
must  almost  have  been  in  such  a  predicament  to  conceive  the 
fiery  impatience  of  Kearny,  as  he  waded  rather  than  marched 
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forward,  appreciating  the  due  need  of  his  friend,  like  Damon 
flying  to  save  his  Pythias,  under  the  suspended  ax.  The  rever- 
heralions  of  the  battle — like  the  thunder  of  a  tempest  afar  off 
— deadened  into  an  ominous  hum  by  the  distance,  the  interven- 
ing forests  and  the  pouring  rain,  must  have  inflamed  hie  deter- 
mination to  preaa  on,  and  have  quickened  hia  ardent  thirst  to 
make  the  name  he  knew  he  only  required  the  opportunity  to 
win,  had  not  the  necessity  of  straining  every  nerve  to  gain  tho 
field  before  it  was  too  late  to  rescue  Hooker,  roused  his  fiery 
Daturc  into  almost  superhuman  energy.  Then,  after  he  had 
poaned  the  briek  charch,  the  cannon  shots  that  almost  immedi- 
ately liegan  to  "  lob  in  "  from  the  still  unseen  guns,  soon  told 
their  own  tale.  "  Lob  in  "  ia  an  ultra  English  espreaaion,  but  it 
is  very  significant,  denoting  tho  heavy  or  lazy  fall  into  mud, 
distinctive  of  single  shots  at  long  range.  These  were  soon  suc- 
ceeded by  the  spiteful  rattling,  roll  and  crash  of  the  musketry 
nigh  at  hand,  and  then  Keabnt's  division,  stooping  upon  the 
furious  battle  field,  realized  Voltaihk's  description  of  Cpmbkb- 
i;Ai!ni's  infantry  at  Fontenoy : 

"OntbswiliEl  of  Iho  wind,  tike  s  itorm-clond  lU  ninke. 
Baring  llghtDiog  and  Ihundor  ud  dcith  in  Ms  Btoka." 

Nor  was  his  conduct  to  Hooker  less  generous  or  worthy  of 
note.  Like  BotTFPLKRs  at  Klalplaqiiet,  he  would  not  supersede 
HooKEB  on  the  field  of  his  glory,  but  left  him  the  direction,  as 
the  hero  of  Lille  yielded  the  first  place  to  Viu-ars;  even  as 
OrTBAM  waived  his  rank  in  favor  of  Hatklock,  and  allowed 
the  latter  to  complete  the  task  he  had  so  nobly  begun,  of  reliev- 
ing Lucknow ;  even  as  Niel,  the  superior  of  Havblock,  was 
content  with  being  his  coadjutor  and  with  lending  him  all  the 
assiatance  in  his  power  in  achieving  the  success  of  a  cause  both 
had  BO  greatly  aud  nearly  at  heart. 

In  regard  to  the  hour  when  Kbakxt  got  on  the  ground, 
there  has  been  a  great  deal  of  discussion.  Kkak!^  himself  saya 
2  p.  M.  One  of  "his  fudcB-de-cainp,  in  a  letter  from  the  battle- 
field, fixes  2:30  p.  m.  Subsequently,  in  couveraalion,  the  same 
sid  stated  that  ERARirr  ordered  him  to  keep  the  time,  and  he 
did  so ;  that  the  actual  record  was  lost,  but  that  he  knew  that 
KsAKNT  got  up  at  2:30  f.  m.,  and  that  his  regiments  were  en- 
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St  3  P.  K.     HcDrxzzLXjjr  ;€sti5es  to  tcje  esr^o^  iicvr  of 
2:30  F.  m:  ;  and  the  Renukg  Po4fi  war  corresp«:ci-i«i:  <cciTDbo> 
rates  Kejuuit^s  own  opinion  of  2  p.  x.     Were  »^  tb^  all-sifi- 
cient  to  establish  the  Kzasst  side  of  ih<e  co&troTersy  as  (•?  tcnae^ 
the  following'  method  of  arriTing  at  the  tmth  »  onanswHabi*^ 
because  it  is  confirmatory  evidence,  iinbiassei  and  tocaZrr  dkiih 
terested — a  perfectly  mathematical  method  of  dsn.ocssradng 
the  troth  like  a  profw>sitioQ  : 

Major,  then  Lieutenant,  W.  B.  ^who  distinetlj  rexnenlMn 
Keabxt's  arrival  on  the  fiell,  working  or  jerking  the  stmapcf 
his  left  arm  as  he  was  accustome*!  to  do  when  excited)  dedses 
that  he  did  not  come  np  until  4  p.  m.  The  major  admits  tbt 
the  fight  commence^^l  at  7  a.  m.  Hi»keb  states  7:30  a.  x,  is 
his  report ;  but  it  is  well  known  that  he  brc'Ught  <«  the  fighl  by  § 
a  daring  reconnaissance  with  his  sta^  as  50<jn  as  it  was  Egltt 
It  is  almost  certain  it  Ixrjjan  at  an  earlier  hoar —  about  davbfcik 
De  Tbobbiaxd  savs  that  Heintz  elm  ax's  aid  charsred  with  sedc- 
ing  reinforcements  stated,  when  they  met,  that  the  fight  had 
lasted  over  four  hours.  This  was  at  the  Brick  Chnrch.  From 
this  point  to  P'ort  Magruder  was  three  miles  in  an  air  line;  to 
the  real  fighting  not  over  this  distance  bv  the  road.  Giving 
De  Trobriaxd  from  one  hour  and  a  half  to  two  hours  to  ova^ 
come  all  the  intervening  difficulties,  and  become  engaged,  brings 
it  down  to  1  p.  M.  lie  savs  he  had  been  actively  ensrasjed  for 
about  an  hour,  when  a  rapidly-developing  fire  on  his  left  hand 
relieved  his  mind.  This  was  Kearxt,  at  2  p.  m.  Consequently, 
De  Trobriaxd,  a  disinterested  witness,  proves  that  K£ak>'T 
was  not  only  on  the  field  but  had  brought  quite  a  large  portion 
of  his  force  into  action  by  2  p.  m.  As  Kearxt's  reports  are 
very  detailed,  it  is  needless  to  enter  further  into  the  deTelop- 
ments  of  the  battle,  and  the  reader's  attention  is  now  invited  to 
some  interesting  statements  from  the  correspondence  of  the 
general  and  his  friends.  The  following  letter,  written  almost 
on  the  battlefield  by  one  of  Kearny's  aids,  will  give  a  pretty 
fair  general  idea  of  the  fight,  and  prove  of  interest  as  a  contem- 
poraneous narrative,  thrown  together  almost  by  the  light  of  the 
conflict : 
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"  I  am  safe.  You  must  have  heard  of  our  action  by  this  time, 
though  I  know  at  first  the  papers  did  not  know  any  thing  of  it. 
On  the  day  of  the  battle  (Monday,  5th),  we  were  encamped 
about  two  miles  beyond  Yorktown,  on  the  road  to  AVilliame- 
burg.  General  Heintzelmax,  with  Hooker's  division,  was  in 
advance.  We  were  ready  to  start  early,  but  did  not,  on  account 
of  awaiting  orders.  We  commenced  our  march  at  about  eight, 
and  it  was  with  great  difficulty  that  we  could  get  on,  the  roads 
being  very  bad  on  account  of  the  rain  wliich  had  fallen  since 
three  o'clock  a.  m.,  and  continued  most  of  the  rest  of  tlie  day. 
Just  before  we  reached  tlie  Brick  Churcli,  orders  came  that  we 
should  advance  as  fast  as  possible,  that  Hooker  was  hotly 
engaged.  General  Kearny,  after  giving  his  orders  to  his 
generals,  moved  on  ahead  to  investigate  the  roads.  After  he 
had  gained  a  full  knowledge  he  returned  to  the  redoubt  thrown 
up,  which  at  one  place  commands  the  main  road,  though  not 
the  one  which  we  took,  which  latter  was  a  cart-road,  entering 
the  main  road  behind  {i.  e,  turning)  the  redoubt. 

"As  soon  as  Berry's  division  came  up,  the  General  leading, 
we  shortly  after  reached  General  Heimzelman,''  who,  Avith 
Hooker's  assistance  *'  was  holding  up  tlie  Excelsiors,  who  had 
done  well  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  day,  but  were  disheartened 
by  heavy  loss.  General  Heixtzelman,  when  he  saw  it  was 
useless  to  endeavor  to  get  them  to  advance,  ordered  General 
Keauny  to  advance,  who  was  only  too  glad  to  do  so.  General 
Kearny  and  General  Hooker  (who,  by  the  way,  earlier  in  the 
day  had  a  horse  shot  under  him)  led,  followed  by  their  staffs; 
then  came  General  Berky's  bri^ad^e. 

"Let  me  now  describe  the  country,  and  then  the  action  ;  let 
me  also  mention  tliat  it  was  o\^^ng  entirely  to  Kearxy's  coming 
up  when  he  did,  that  the  day  was  won.  The  road  to  Williams- 
burg is  almost  entirely  through  the  woods,  except  in  one  or  two 
places.  Where  the  battle  (actual  fighting)  took  place,  was  on 
the  confines  of  the  woods;  here  the  rebels  had  dug  rifle-pits, 
which  they  covered  or  protected  with  abatis.  Behind  these 
were  works — that  is,  several  forts. 

[Here  follows  an  original  rough  draft  of  it,  drawn  on  the  field, 
which  was  the  clearest  that  was  sent  home  or  published.] 

35 


274  BIOOBAPHT  OF  11AJ0IU>EXERAL  PHILIP  KEABXY. 

^'  Being  on  the  staff,  I  saw  most  of  the  .action,  for  my  duties 
calling  me  hither  and  thither  enabled  me  to  observe  more  tbn 
one  whoMtc  position  was  more  stationary. 

[The  wTiter  was  engaged  in  his  appropriate  duty  at  the  front 
during  the  fighting,  and  after  the  fray  was  over  attending  to 
tlie  wounded,  and  collecting  and  bringing  forward  the  dead, 
among  them  two  comrades  on  the  staff.] 

"  Just  before  you  reach  the  open  country,  you  come  to  s  hol- 
low, and  on  the  left  of  the  road  a  stream  (emptying  unto  Col- 
lege creek,  an  affluent  of  the  James.)  General  Keabnt  rode 
himself  up  to  the  cannon,  which,  placed  on  a  little  rise,  com- 
manded the  road  (these  guns  were  at  the  time  unsupported)  so 
as  to  see  on  what  ground  he  was  to  act.  He  then  rode  to  tbe 
left  of  the  road,  the  bullets  whizzing  around  us.  Irvixg  mh 
of  WAsiiiNinox,  that  after  the  first  fight  he  wrote  to  his 
brother,  '  the  bullets  whistled  around  me,  and  really  the  sound 
was  delightful.'  When  spoken  to  in  after  years  in  reference 
to  this  gasconade,  he  remarked  that  '  if  he  had  said  so,  it  was 
when  he  had  not  heard  many.'  Now  this  was  the  first  time  I 
liad  hoard  the  bullets  whistle,  and  I  can  tell  you  it  is  not 
delightful — not  even  pleasing.  But  though  the  sound  does  not 
become  familiar,  the  thoughts  getting  engrossed,  you  forget  the 
sound,  or  rather  forget  to  hear  them. 

"  General  Kearny  ordered  General  Berry  to  occupy  the 
woods  to  the  loft  and  a  little  to  the  right,  which  he  did.  This 
movement  retook  our  lost  pieces,  or  rather  some  of  them. 

"On  our  right  was  De  Trobriand's  (55th  N.  T.  V.,the 
Lafayette  Guard)  and  some  other  troops  of  Hooker's  division. 
It  appears,  from  what  I  can  learn,  that  Hooker  kind  of  stumbled 
upon  the  enemy's  works  m  the  morning.  Major  Charles  N 
Waixwrigiit  placed  his  guns  and  silenced  the  battery  of  the 
ononiy.  The  enemy's  fire  was  very  heavy  upon  his  (C.  S.  W.'s) 
gunJlers,  and  the  supporting  regiment  was  driven  from  the 
guns,  or  whether  Hooker  thought  it  better  to  lose  the  guns,  so 
as  to  prevent  the  enemy's  flanking  him,  I  do  not  know. 

"  Well,  when  we  came  up  we  gained  steadily  on  the  enemy. 
Wo  reached  the  scene  of  action  about  half-past  two ;  the  fight- 
ing ceased  at  six-thirty  or  seven ;  we  having  followed  the  enemy 
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>  hiB  rampartu.  At  daybreak  General  Keaknt,  leading  with 
irigarlier-Ganerftl  IIiitNKy's  brigade,  look  Fort  Magruder. 
eQcral  Jameson,  another  of  our  brigadier-generals,  marched 
D  and  entered  Williamsburg,  throwing  out  one  regiment  as 

Idmiishers,  supported  by  tha  rest  beyond  the  town.     At  abont 

lOOn  we  received  orders  to  remain  near  "William ah iirg. 
"  Two  of  our  aides  wore  killed,  A.  A,  G.  J*mks  Wilson  and 

aentenant  B*bnabd.  They  were  killed  leading  an  assault; 
le  first  shot  through  the  head  with  the  hall  of  a  fowling  rifle, 
lost  likely  by  a  half-breed  Indian.  After  the  battle  we  foand 
iveral  dead,  and  the  prisoners  said  there  was  a  company  of 

bem  used  as  sharpshooters.     Barnard  was  shot  through  the 

bdomen.     He  lived  a  little  time,  and  was  perfectly  sensible. 
'  General  Keaent  exposed  himself  cotitioually.     At  one  time 
and  Lieutenant  Mooek  and  another  of  his  aides  were  in 

dvance  of  our  gnns  when  one  of  our  soldiers  cried  '  take  care, 
ir,  they  aim  at  yon.'     They  had  scarcely  time  to  turn  their 

OTKS  when  a  volley  whistled  by.  At  another  time  he  rode  up 
I  the  Fire  Zouaves,  whose  Colonel  it  is  feared  is  taken  prisoner, 
.ying  '  where  is  yonr  Colonel,  boys.'  '  We  don't  know,'  was 
le  response.  '  Well  then  follow  me,'  and  he  led  them  to  a  gal- 
at  charge,*     Continually  he-exposed  himself.     Our  men  ioere 

>  Hill  w»  mbsiantlallj  iha  reply  of  Ltoh  at  Wfleon's  creek,  una  It  would  ba  as  Jiilt 
'Itb  reckleu  eipusure  an  to  coDdemn  Ki^dnt  For  a  ^ImllaT  (Icvotcd 
I  CbII  UiBl  i!iB|np]ew(B  the  necBB»lty  of  tha  hont  »nd  forBOl  »elf  In 

nd  Nontry.  "To  ciU  tbe  dulli»o[  Lton  and  Bjjibr  'mlMUry  BuicldD.'u 
has  dODe,  1>  a  ctncl  aspenigu  Dpao  tbe  deud,  igaliist  wblch  they  cuntiot  defend 
bItsi.  lud  be  bii  no  right,  Bttling  mtcly  Kt  bame  SQd  knoirlng  notblng  of  tbo 
i»(«nec«.  and  noTsr  lutiine  eoan  active  BenicB.  lo  writa  and  pnbUsb  each  an 

CltCDin»l>nciie  mutt  govern  tn  ill  ca«ea.  Oor  men  are  not  veteran;.  The  Diet  matt 
MlH  Ibrgdtten,  Tbej  maitbDled,  You  cHonat  order  them  IDnrard  and  Expect  thrm 
I  SB  alone.  Ton  cannot  Btatlon  them  In  a  beaij  Bre  and  expect  Ibem  to  remaiD  Tillh- 
n  flinching,  nnloai  snpported  and  controlled.  tboiiRb  the;  be  tbs  brareet  men  on 
Mh.  Bxample  la  ever;  thing :  a  tingle  irord,  the  taming  of  a  hair  may  away  them,  ao 
make  all  tbe  difference  betoeen  a  flghl  and  a  filBbt.nnd  thl«  la  i>ot  from  Bekle- 
,  They  are  intelligent  and  reaaonlng  being*.  They  are  not  afraid  to  do  whatever 
■re  not  afraid  to  lead  tbem  In  yonrielr.  But  If  they  autpeet  yoo  of  fllDchlng.  there 
.  MMnclhine  Impovnlble  or  lomolhing  going  wrong,  and  }bey  are  like  aheep  wltbonl  a 
ird.  Thna  may  one  Arm  man  anpputt  a  whole  corpB,  and  Ihat  one  muet  be  tbelr 
.  They  abiolntely  lean  on  blio.  relylug  on  lili>  inpcrlor  Judgment,  and  thna  can 
VOODtrol  thttn  in  Time  of  emergency,  after  they  have  loamed  the  power  of  hla  support, 
It  before.  They  gradnally  learn  Ibis  mosmerically.  unerringly.  Ineipcrieneod 
1  mail  be  led.  and  yon  all  know  the  vital  Importance  of  their  baying  officera  roll- 
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trave.  "We  had  five  regimenta  engaged  contending  against 
great  odds.  Our  lose  in  killed,  mounded  and  miseing  is  over 
four  hundred-  The  enemy's  is  very  much  greater.  A  com- 
missary, a  more  boy,  said  he  wished  to  go  into  the  fighL  lie 
is  a  crack  shot,  and  he  scarcely  reached  the  fighting  before  a 
rebel  fired,  the  ball  grazing  his  hair.  As  the  rebel  was  near  he 
dropped  the  rifle,  drew  a  revolver  and  shot  him  dead,  saying  it 
waa  a  shame  to  nse  a  rifle  where  a  pistol  could  be  used.  Another 
hoy  went  into  the  fight.  Before  going  they  tried  to  pcrauftdo 
him  not  to  go,  but  he  would,  saying,  '  I  am  good  at  a  shot,  and 
if  it  comes  to  the  bayonet  I  shall  see  what  I  shall  do.'  He  van 
found  after  the  battle  with  a  rebel's  bayonet  through  him,  and 
his  throngh  the  rebel,  both  lying  together  where  they  had 
Btruggled." 

Witliamsborg,  while  it  was  one  of  the  most  glorious,  nrasone 
of  the  most  extraordinary  kind  of  fights  that  was  ever  foogbt. 
SuuxsR,  the  highest  in  rank  on  the  field,  one  of  the  hraTest 
and  the  most  patriotic  of  men,  did  nothing  of  any  consequence, 
and  what  little  he  did  do,  was  rather  injurious  than  1>enelicial* 
Impetuous  to  a  fault,  in  general,  on  this  occasion  he  displayed  a 
want  of  energy  which  is  almost  irreconcilable  with  his  suhsetjaent 
determination  at  Fair  Oakn.     HEiiiTZLEUAy  exhibited  a  magna- 


ablei 


I  eqiul  uiui;eiacr( 


cj,  vlio  Id  ill  o 


Tbiu  hr  1  hire  ipokcQ  onlj  df  new  mldiors. 
fldDDcg  Id  tbeli  leaden,  tod  slUl  Uler,  sTen  aft 
Uiemiielve*.  jrou  cinnot  alwaji  etay  in  tho  roai 
thitlr  thoroDgh  wntk,  bowevoc  mncli  Ihey  may  ( 
nicm  op.  Then)  are  Itmcp  wbrn  Iha  todithei 
nuchlnoe  heilUtv  a 


althoDjch  llie  might;  preaei 
[iKidel  of  ci: 


laeit  ciD  iaige  vhou  il  ia  i 
I  can  ait  acconiinitlj-. 
ut  ovcD  aner  xbBj  haTE  Imnipd  Mn- 
they  bavd  learaed  ftaH  confldenm  In 
.ad  eippct  youT  mftn  la  front  tOdo 
I  the  power  of  yoBf  prtionce  (o  hack 
Hill  nintb  and  the  but-drUMI 


of  Nap 


H  blmieir  ba 


wall  Ihe  Dccesilty  af  guarding  biB  own  penonal  (Hfcty. 
obliged  to  lead  bit  bravest  men  orer  tho  bridge  of  Lodl,  and  again  at  Areola  auA 
Watetloo,  In  the  last  grand  charge  uf  tbe  Old  Guard.  He  felt  Ihe  dire  necesilty  of  1m 
ing  them  hlm-etf,  anil  he  mehed  lolhelr  head,  hot  ble  oacen  selied  him  and  rorc«a  M 
Had  tbey  telt  hlDi  lo  follow  bis  own  Inellnnt,  he  mt^t  bare  lamed  tbe  foitoa 


leday. 


bf  Lima  UarTORa  Foar. 


«  the  gnndext  coDaldentlon  nf  all.  Ood  cnldei  Ibe  balls,  and  a 
I  Ihe  fnini  tt  Id  Ihe  rear.  When  hla  eirlbly  mlaalon  la  fBlflUcd. 
It  qdlFk  af  Ihe  bayaosl.  Then  It  la  time  for  blm  to  go. 
Iher  for  good.  Ltdn^h  death  vat  more  utefitl  than  bla  totic^r 
elje  ProvldetiPC  would  have  detalngd  him  bete.  Neiia|>^>(( 
t  Bight  of  tbla.    PageeSB,  WandU, -jftftHm'JL^mrt,'' 
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nimity  which,  while  admirable  as  a  quality,  was  out  of  place  at 
this  lime  in  one  who  was  not  ojily  the  ranking  officer,  but  the 
ooe  placed  in  charge  bythe  Commaniier-in-chit'f,  The  greatest 
part  of  the  battle  was  ordereJ  by  the  division -general  youngest 
in  rank,  and  it  was  not  until  the  very  close  that  Kearnt, 
Bookeb's  superior,  assumed  his  rights.  Strangest  of  all,  with 
two  Major-Gen  era  Is  on  the  ground,  and  from  36,000  to  33,000, 
perhaps  even,  at  the  cloaeof  day,  45,000 men  present,  8,000  men 
did  all  the  fighting,  and  came  near  being  beaten,  with  30,000 
who  scarcely  fired  a  shot,  within  a  few  hundred  ]ierclies ;  who 
had  only  to  have  shown  themselves,  as  determined  to  act,  to 
pat  an  end  to  the  engagement  almost  as  soon  as  it  commenced. 
A  Mmple  strategic  movement,  early  in  the  morning,  such  as 
Hancock  made  late  in  the  afternoon,  must  have  manceuvercd 
the  rebels  out  of  their  position  with  scarcely  any  fighting,  by 
an  effort  of  what  Deckkk  would  style  practical-strategy.  The 
result  was,  IIoorer  who  ought  to  have  played  only  a  subordt- 
n«t«  part,  and  Kbabxt,  who  ought  never  to  have  been  allowed 
to  play  Any  part  at  all,  became  the  heroes  of  a  battle  which  was 
one  of  the  most  glorious  for  the  X'nion  arms,  and  the  most 
otxttmstely  contested  of  all  in  which  the  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
in  wholo  or  in  part,  was  engaged  during  the  four  years  of  th« 
war.  Williamsburg  was  tair  atand-up  fight.  It  was  "a  fight 
of  giants,"  aa  FinNfis  I,  said  of  Marignano,  in  an  arena  of 
clearing,  encompassed  by  the  primeval  woods.  What  is  grander, 
il  was  of  MEN,  of  Americans,  and  amid  that  fearful  whirlwind 
of  battle,  as  was  remarked  by  one  of  the  bravest,  Kearnt  was 
the  noblest  figure  in  this,  his  first  battle  for  fi-eedom  and  nation- 
ality— "  magnlfieent."  And  as  he  shone  in  this,  his  first,  he 
^ooe  in  every  one  afterward,  through  all  to  tlie  last,  when  liti 
laid  down  his  life  for  hia  country,  feeling  like  Hunvaim,  the 
Magyar  hero  and  patriot,  "  It  is  allotted  to  every  one  once  to 
die;  it  is  a  debt  we  owe  to  nature;  but  to  die  the  death  of  a 
faero  for  Fatherland  and  Faith,  it  is  a  grace  which  the  All-Powei^ 
fill  only  accords  to  His  elect.     God  is  with  us — charge  1 " 

God  was  with  us,  indeed,  at  Williamsburg,  only  as  Zikthkn 
dcolnrtid  to  Fredek1(;k  the  Great  when  the  latter  deepondingly 
femarkcd,  "  The  days  of  miracles  were  past."    "  Yet  He,  the 
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'  Ancient  of  Days,'  above,  liolda  ub  up.  Ho  will  not  li>t  as  fell." 
He  did  hold  us  up.  In  this  sense,  the  fallen  at  Willanisbnrg 
were  only  the  victims  on  the  thrcEbold  ;  those  who  fell  at  Five 
Forks  the  expiation  at  the  altar.  Then  came  trimnpl,  freedom, 
a  restored  Constitution  and  country!  K.earky  was  to  fall 
while  the  euii  was  rising  amid  ctonda;  Wadswoktb  at  bis  set- 
ting, amid  golden  glories,  the  promise  of  a  halcyon  mom  about 
his  crimson  disk. 


was  the  cry  of  1862  ;  and'  in  1865  He  gave  it,  full  measure, 
heaped,  poured  out  into  the  bosom.  Alas  1  if  only  the  whole 
nation  had  been  as  true  to  themsetves  and  to  Him  as  Eearst 
and  his  {wers  I 

The  battle  ground  of  Williamabnrg  is  very  peculiar,  and,  if 
strongly  occupied  and  held  and  well  defended,  presents  .1  better 
Held -position  than  Yorktown,  The  head  waters  of  College 
creek,  which  empties  into  the  James,  and  those  of  Queen's  creek, 
which  fiowB  into  the  York,  were  less  thau  a  mite  apart,  and  there 
is  actually  Ichs  than  two  miles  of  available  fton't  to  move  upon, 
free  from  great  natural  obstacles.*  Across  the  relatively  onob- 
Btrticled  space  of  three  miles  the  rebels  had  conBtrueted  thirteen 
defensive  works  —  five,  six  or  nine  redoubts,  and  four  to  eight 
open  works,  according  to  ilitFerent  plans  consulted  — who«e 
cross-fires  would  sweep  every  foot  of  ground  by  which  thi-y 
could  be  approached.  About  the  centre  stood  Fort  Magruder 
a  stroug  bastioned  fieldwork,  mounting  thirteen  gun^s,  sitnated 
about  one  mile  south-east  of  Williamsburg,  at  the  fork  of  the 
Yorktown  and  Warwick  roads.  In  addition  to  this,  the  rebels 
had  protected  tbpir  position  by  heavy  and  extensive  slashings 
—  in  feet,  the  forest  was  felled  for  a  breadth  of  nearly  half  a 
mile  —  aud  moreover  stood  under  cover  of  the  woods;  whinvas 
our  troops  had  to  wade  to  tho  attack  through  mud  like  glue,  and 
over  a  clearing  six  to  seven  hundred  yards  wide,  advancing 
almost  without  shelter. 


I 

I 


f,  poBlHou.  elc„  hme  b 
eMcnlfld  pUn.  moBl  klndlr  fDrnlgbca  (liu  « 
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The  rebel  position  was  indeed  well  adapted  for  the  deLiveiy 
of  a  defensive  battle.  It  is  true  that  it  could  be  tiirneii  by  the 
York  river ;  but  what  did  that  turning  amount  to,  when  the 
inovemeut  waa  eventually  made  in  tlie  lukewarm  way  in  which 
it  was  attempted  ?  The  object  of  the  rebel  Cooituandor-in-cliiet' 
WM  to  delay  General  McClisllas.  He  had  arrested  his  advance 
for  nearly  a  month,  before  TorklowTi.  Ue  had  no  reason  to 
doubt  he  could  accomplish  a  similar  result  at  Wiiliamaburg; 
ami,  judging  of  the  I'uture  from  the  past,  he  would  have  done 
BO  had  any  general  but  one  of  the  Huukeb  type  led  the  pursuit, 
and  any  general  but  Keabny  flown  —  in  lIooKEu-KBAiurY  style 
— to  his  assistance. 

The  effect  of  the  victory  of  Williamsburg  is  now  well  known, 
Richinoud  was  thrown  into  consternation*  by  the  result.  That 
victory,  followed  up,  would  have  given  us  the  rebel  cajiilal. 
TliAt  this  crowuing  triumph  was  not  achieved,  was  due  to  the 
only  one  by  whom  it  could  have  been  been  achieved  —  McClei^ 
LAK.  Common  sense,  go-ahead  leaders,  like  Torstes.sox  or 
Tkacx  or  Blucher  or  Chasgarsieb,  or  any  one  of  the  French 
Generals  who  made  a  mark  in  the  Algerian  campaign,  in  which 
Kkaiixy  first  learned  his  business,  would  have  utilized  his  vic- 
tory, oa  Tohstesso-V  always  profited  by  success,  as  Tukennk 
bowled  the  Allies  out  of  Alsace,  as  Traun  backed  Fredbbic  out 
of  Bohemia,  as  Bluckkb  swept  every  thing  before  him  in  1813, 
leu,  and  1815,  and  as  Chaxijarxter,  when  he  had  no  cannon, 
gathered  up  his  infantry  and  hurled  them  like  a  gigantic  missile 
at  the  Arabs,  exclaiming,  "  There  is  my  artillery." 

Almost  the  whole  of  the  fight  ing-^tlint  is,  the  severe  fighting — 
which  constituted  Williamsburg  a  battle,  not  a  mere  affair  of  a 
rear-guard,  occurred  in  the  belt  of  partially  cleared  ground  in 
front  of  Fort  Magrudcr.  The  hard  flghting  was  also  confined 
to  the  division  of  Hooker  from  daylight,  or  7  or  7^  a.  m,,  to  3 
or  2^  or  3  p.  ^,  unsupported  ;  afler  that  time,  to  his  own  and 
about  oup  brigade  of  Kearny's  arriving  division. 

■3MC»ileton'»  "Followlnj;  Ilie  Floi;,"  pp.  S3.  W.  elc,  refeirlnB  to  Follirt'i  "Soe- 
sad  Tmi  or  Iho  War."  p.  19,  oK. :  LoeeUe's  "  ClvU  Ww  In  Aniarlc*."  vol.  It,  p.  aM. 
Me.ud  olher  coteinporajnoqe  puWlc»t1on»;  "SebeBliin  Btair4,"  Vol,  V.  Doc.  p«bp 
«s(i|;  flniLBT  U,  iao-'d;  TiHsir.JM,  1  1;  A8WJTT.  11,  ».  redjcrtng  to  "Report  on 

uu  CMxinct  of  uiH  Wic."  lb..  I,  an. 
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It  is  very  doubtful  if  first  and  last  the  Unionists  had  8,000 
men  actually  engaged  in  this  immediate  portion  of  the  field. 
Oa  the  Yorktown  road  —  at  the  Adams  or  Whittaker  House, 
where  another  road  branches  off  to  the  east  or  right,  by  which 
Fort  Magruder  can  be  turned,  and  taken  in  rear  to  the  right, 
and  in  the  rear  of  Hooker's  right  flank — Sumner  massed  his 
corps.     His  action  or  inaction  is  unintelligible.*    It  is  said  that 
his  dispositions  were  made  against  a  supposititious  line  of  battle 
in  his  front,  and  to  his  right,  where  he  imagined  the  rebels  were 
posted  in  force,  manoeuvering  directly  against  him,  and  that  he 
considered  the  attack  upon  Hooker  was  nothing  but  a  feint, 
which  grew,  through  circumstances,  into  an  actual  engagement. 
Sumner  is  dead.  He  was  a  true  man ;  brave,  patriotic,  and  whole- 
hearted ;  but,  on  this  occasion,  he  could  not  have  erred  in  a 
greater  degree  than  he  did.     The  true  point  of  attack  was  to  the 
right  of  where  he  stood,  and  against  the  extreme  rebel  left,  where 
Hancock  did  assail  Hill,  and  with  a  withering  point  blank 
volley,  blew  him  away.     Our  left  center  and  left  should  have 
menaced  while  being  refused.     It  would  appear  that  there  was 
an  impression  upon  the  minds  of  Heintzleman  and  Sumner, 
that  the  ground  between  them  was  an  impassable  swamp.  Grant 
that.     From  the  disposition  of  the  ground,  this  was  an  excus- 
able  error   of  judgment  for   the    moment;  —  but  only  for  a 
moment  —  since  a  trial,  a  reconnoissance,  out  of  fire,  such  as 
Kearny  made  this  very  day,  more  than  once  under  fire,  would 
have  dissipated  the  delusion.     The  whole  country  is  very  flat, 
and  owing  to  heavy  rains,  was  then  covered  with  water ;  but 
what  impediment  was  that  to  a  searchiiig  endeavor  to  unite  tho 
wings  of  the  dislocated  Federal  force,  and  act  with  generalship 
and  common  judgment  ?    Let  that  go,  however. 

Had  Sumner  acted  difterently,  Kearny  would  never  ha\'e 
had*  this  fine  opportunity  to  display  himself  in  all  the  grandeur 
of  his  complete  soldiership. 

As  for  Heintzleman,  brave  as  steel,  and  generous  and  self- 
forgetting  as  brave  ;  the  soldiers  will  never  forget  him  for 
.  — « <• ____ 

"c  Suxner'h  condact  on  this  occasion,  was  not  nnliko  that  of  SERRUR£ER*8at  CauMio, 
»^th  April,  1799.  Mitchell's  "  Biographies  of  Eminent  Soldiers."  Suwaboft,  141 ; 
BERTHEZEira'a  "Memoires :  or  Souveniiw  Militaires,"  I,  33,  85;  Habfeb'8  Al^ii^on^  n^ 
£:>  ?  Thibru'  nistory  of  the  French  Revolution,  n,  482. 
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not  forgetting  them.  When  they  were  exhausted  in  body 
and  degpondeot  in  spirit,  before  Kea.kmy  showed  himself, 
he  felt  that  someihiDg  must  be  done  to  cheer  them.  So, 
gathering  ap  the  scattered  bands,  he  ordered  them  to  piay. 
"  Play,"  said  he,  "  play !  it'a  all  you're  good  for.  Play, 
d — n  it.  Play  some  marching  tune  1  Play  Yankee  Doodle, 
or  any  doodlo  you  can  think  of;  only  play  Bomething."  • 
"General  Hientzleman,"  says  private  JxiiES  R.  Bukns,  in 
his  little  book,  —  "  Th6  Battie  of  WilUamnburg  "  —  "  however, 
ordered  several  of  the  bands  to  strike  up  national  and  martial 
sirs,  and  when  the  strains  of  the  familiar  tunes  reached  the  ears 
of  the  woundedj  as  they  were  being  carried  from  the  field,  their 
cheers  mingled  with  those  of  the  soldiers  (Keakxt's)|  who 
were  jost  rushing  into  aotioti.  The  effect,  too,  was  great  on  the 
other  side,  for  acme  of  the  prisoners  stated  that  when  they 
heard  the  bauds  strike  up  '  Hail  Columbia,"  and  heard  our  boI- 
diere  cheer,  they  knew  that  victory  would  be  ours. 

■  The  h«ndii  did  pl«j  bo  laerrilj 


In  front  of  Hooker  and  Kearny  it  was  batcher  work,  iden- 
tical with  Abkrcrombie's  assault  on  the  advanced  works  and 
lines  of  Ticonderoga,  in  July,  1759,  in  which  the  peerless  Lord 
BoWE  fell,  and  the  flower  of  the  British  forces  perished  in  vain, 
Lord  JoHS  Mcrbat's  Highland  regiment  losing  nearly  one-half 
it«  privates,  as  well  as  twenty-five  officers,  slain  on  the  spot,  or 
desperately  wounded.  Compare  this  with  Kkarjty's  and 
UooK-Eb's  list  of  casualties,  and  it  will  at  once  be  comprehended 
that  the  slaughter  at  Williamsburg  was  oven  more  severe  than 
at  Ticonderoga;  although  tbat  engagement  of  the  past  is  looked 
npoD  an  a  marked  example  of  desperate  hush-whacking  and 
hard  fighting.^     While  this  was  the  state  of  affairs  on  the  left, 

■Conpsre  C»puln  Buk»'s  ■'  Thrti  s^tk  In  tht  Army  qf  tlu  Fbtomac,"  p«giiTB. 

IPorttnulelr  for  his  (Hot'SEB's)  liinrc:s,  Oensnl  Keabht,  s  spleudld  old  Teleian, 
who  hid  tata  atrrke  under  Ibe  Fnocb  la  Alglcn.  tuai-  to  b!«  «ld  uid  reilond  UiB 
tutu*  to  IhB  FviUnI*.    "  Sticki'*  Sloty  ^  th»  American  War."  tatAait.  IMII,  pago  DB. 

I  Oai  of  IS.Oin  man  (Cni-l,  I,  1.  971)),  Jn>t  ahont  iha  numtiur  Hooum  and  Ebarht 
BxmlaalTj  and.  Abcbckoiibib  loit  a.aiK)  killed  aod  wouaded  (Coit.  1,  3.  1S9)  and  WH 
dMiiaMKl.    Our  lo»  oa  Ibis  ncFtBiaii  wat  >boat  DDC-el(['>tli  beavlcr,  and  we  wen  IM- 
uwful,  aiiliinigb  HooEin  and  KRaaar  d!d  cot  ban  oa  bud  oisr  9;000  mm. 
36 
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in  the  center  or  right,  in  front  of  Sumner,  there  was  an  opp<R^ 
tunity  of  displaying  fine  generalship.*  With  part  of  his  frooi 
protected  by  a  ravine  and  branch  of  College  creek,  he  could 
liave  launched  such  a  column  against  the  ememy's  left,  as  most 
have  swept  away  opposition,  sii^^ng  round,  taken  the  whole 
rebel  line  of  defence  in  the  rear,  and  captured  a  large  nmnber 
of  prisoners. 

It  might  have  been  made  very  much  the  same  kind  of  fight 
as  Count  Schaumburg  Lippe,  once  delivered,  in  1 762,  when  be 
found  himself  with  a  detachment  of  six  hundred  infantry  and 
cavalry  in  tlie  presence  of  2,000  Spaniards,  who  suddenly  issued 
from  a  wood  on  which  he  was  marching.  He  instantly  recalled 
to  mind  the  fact  that  there  was  a  large  pond  in  the  neighbor- 
hood, on  the  road  by  which  he  had  come  up.  In  front  of  thi« 
body  of  water,  so  as  to  screen  it,  he  posted  his  two  hundred 
cavalry,  in  a  single  rank ;  his  infantry  three  deep,  as  usual  at 
that  date,  constituting  his  other  wing.  The  Spaniards  extended 
their  lino  so  as  to  outflank  him  on  both  wings.  The  Count 
meanwhile  fell  back  briskly  on  the  pond,  then  passed  his  cavalry 
in  the  rear  of  his  infantry  to  tlie  opposite  extremity  of  his  line. 
Thus  the  water  became  a  substitute  for  half  of  his  front.  This 
manceuver  enabled  him  to  outflank  the  enemy,  to  attack  them 
(llosBACii  fashion)  before  they  could  remedy  or  meet  the  man- 
(Buver,  and  to  roll  up  one  wing  before  it  could  be  reinforced 
from  the  other.     Thus  the  Si)aniards  were  completely  beaten. 

As  to  the  numerical  force  of  the  rebels  at  Williamsburg,  it  w 
very  difticult  to  arrive  at  any  correct  opinion.  The  English 
author  of  the  "  Battle  Fields  of  the  South  "  says  (page  204) : 
"  Longstreet  commanded  on  our  side,  and  I  knaw  did  not  handle 
more  than  twenty-five  thousand  men."     These  words  would 

*  A  day  or  two  after  the  battle,  Kearny  rode  np  to  Hooker's  Headqoarterr  *^ 
related  m  follows,  in  the  presence  of  a  common  fHend,  ttom  whose  lips  the  stateoeot 
was  taken  down  in  wrltinp.  lie  said  "  I  have  just  seen  Sumneb  ;  Sumner  said  that  the 
battle  of  Williamsburg  was  not  understood :  that  McClellan  had  considered  it  *^ 
affair  of  the  heads  of  columns,  while  Uooker  claimed  that  the  attack  was  made  spo" 
him  (Uooker).  It  was  on  the  contrary  a  real  pitched  battle  in  which  /  (SuhnW)*® 
in  command^  This  Kearny  emphasized.  "  The  attack  on  Hooker  was  a  merel^tot. 
Their  intention  was  to  break  through  our  centre,  but  I  (Sumner)  fhistrated  theif 
desi}^,  and  had  my  men  drawn  up  in  five  lines,  30,000  men,  sir,  in  five  lines,  oneUi>^* 
two  lines,  three  lines,  four  lines,  five  lines ;  "  counting  them  off  on  his  fingers ;  KliK^ 
imitating ;  **  seeing  the  dispositions  I  had  made,  they  did  not  dare  to  attack." 
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justify  the  question,  bow  many  did  Longbtbebt  have  at  band, 
under  bis  commancl,  wbam  bo  did  not  handle?  8ucb  iudirecl 
language  would  lead  any  one  to  sappoae  tbat  it  was  used  on 
purpose  to  convey  a  faUe  impression.  Still,  as  be  sets  dowu 
the  Union  force  at  forty  thousand,  no  great  eiaggeration,  if 
any,  it  is  fair  to  believe  that  be  desired  to  state  the  exact  truth. 
The  writer  has  heard  General  JIookku  estimate  the  rebel 
strength  at  "  from  seventy  to  ninety  thousand,  but  nearer  the 
latt«r  than  the  former  number."  Any  such  estimate  is  not 
Ixime  out  either  by  snbsequent  revelalions  or  any  published 
■nthtn-ity.  His  own  opinion  is  that  the  rebels  bad  from  fifteen 
to  forty  thousand  engaged,  the  former  numlwr,  early  in  the 
raoming,  the  latter  before  the  action  closed.  Brev.  Major  W. 
B — ,  of  Hooker's  division,  bad  in  his  own  band  the  order 
regtilattng  the  retreat  of  the  rebels.    The  rear-guard  was  to 

ist  of  six  thousand  men.  It  is  most  probable  that  Stone- 
HAX  ran  into  this  force  on  the  afternoon  of  Sunday,  4tb. 
Hu'iKKK  encountered,  first,  the  same  troops,  doubtless  reinforced 
next  day,  Monday,  dth.  A  portion  of  the  rebel  army  did  manb 
ihrungh  Williamsburg,  but  countermarched  and  returned  to 
feed  the  fight.  As  we  toot  prisoners  i'rom  forty  regiments,  it 
is  equitable  to  suppose  that  at  this  early  stage  of  the  war, 
before  any  great  battle  bad  been  fought,  the  rebel  regiments, 
eomfortably  housed  during  the  winter,  and  at  home,  had  not 
been  depleted  sufficiently  to  fall  below  750  each.  Tiiis  gives , 
tliirty  thousand  —  Caklkton'b  estimate.  Concede,  however, 
titat  Johnston  or  Losgsteebt  did  not  have  over  twenty-five 
tlionaand  men,  that  number  in  a  first  class  intrenched  position, 
wtch  Ofl  they  occupied,  ought  to  have  repulsed  and  soundly 

en  back  thrice  if  not  four  or  five  times  as  many,  according 
to  the  rule  of  war  applicable  to  such  conditions.  Taking  their 
own  view  of  the  matter,  every  additional  fact  makes  the  Union 
victory  more  remarkable  and  glorious.  The  rebel  Generals,  as 
I  rule,  performed  marvels  in  one  respect — they  moved  their 
troops  during  an  engagement,  with  such  celerity,  to  menaced 
|K)intt,  that  scarcely  any  battle  ooourred  in  which  a  single  one 
©f  their  regiments  could  complain  that  it  w.is  not  "put  in,"  or  did 
not  have  all  the  figlitiug  that  any  reasonable  bodyof  men  uould 
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desire.    It  is  an  equally  difficult  task  to  arrive  at  a  correct  esti- 
mate of  t  lie  Union  force  which  performed  any  service  at  Willianu- 
burg.  In  answer  to  an  application  to  IIookeb,  that  distinguished 
General  roplicd  that  he  ha<l  about  eight  thousand  men;  hit 
Adjutant-Cicneral  states  that  the  morning  report  returned  7,800 
j)roHent — and  even  if  Keakxy  had  brought  up  his  whole  divi- 
sion, he  would  have  had  only  as  many  more.     The  straggling* 
however,  inevitable  from  the  condition  of  the  roads,  often  kn&c 
deep  for  men  and  horses,  hub  deep  for  carriages,  had  reduce*:^ 
his  force  greatly,  and  even  his  leading  brigade  (Berry's)  h» 
eoarcely  become  hotly  engaged  when  the  rebel  vim  grew 
ually  less  and  less  virulent ;  the  night  shut  in,  and  the  fighUn, 
ceased. 

Taking  Hooker's  estimate  as  correct,  this  would  not  p 
over  twelve  to  sixteen  thousand  men,  without  counting  tl 
under  Hancock  ;  but  Hooker  seems  to  forget  that  in 
quonce  of  the  weather  and  condition  of  the  roads,  the  floode- 
fl:it-lauds,  the  woods  and  the  broken   ground,  the  stragglii^ 
must   have   been   enormous;   it  is   bad   enough   in   all  forces 
marches,  even  in  dry  weatlier  and  on  dry  roads.     Kbarkt  coal» 
not  have  put  in  one-third  of  his  men,  because  the  same  c« 
which   must   have   somewhat   diminished   Hookbk^s  effecti 
force,  contributed,  in  a  much  greater  degree  to  decreaee  t 
numbers  whicli  Kearxy  could  have  had  in  hand  after  such 
forced  march*  as  he  had  boon  compelled  to  make. 


♦  The  followintj  it«  illustrative  of  a  elmilar  march,  and  worthy  of  compariMn: 
of  tho  wor!<t  foaturoii  ii»  the  jjtutc  of  the  weather.    ♦    ♦    ♦    At  Wcickaa,  that  •azw 
(Sunday;,  rain  be^jau,    ♦    ♦    •    and  on  Monday,  lOth  (December,  1740),  Uiere  wii 
a  pour  of  rain  at«  kept  mont  wayfarers,  though  it  could  not  the  PnuaUn  WTDy,  with 
doori4.    Rain  in  plun;,'e.-*  fallen,  and  falling;  through  that  hlet>9ed  day,  making  road*  is 
mere  riven*  of  mud.    The  I'rusalan  hos^ts  marche<l  on  all  the  uame.    ♦    ♦    ♦   Raiort 
heavier,  rain  as  of  Noah,  continued  throujrh  thl*  Tnci^day.    ♦    •    •     ThU  mawk 
the  rearward  of  the  army    •    ♦    •    1h  thought  to  bo  the  wettest  on  record.   Witr* 
all  out,  hridires  down,  the  country  one  wild  lake  of  eddying  mad— up  to  the  kaee 
many  mllei«  to^^ether;  up  to  the  middle  for  lon<;  t»pacea :  eometimea  CTcn  Dp  totbc 
or  deeper,  where  your  bridge  was  washed  away.    The  PrutHianB  marched  throQshU 
If  th«'y  had  been  Hlate  or  iron.    Rank  and  file,  nobody  qaittiHl  his  rank,  nobody, 
hour  iu  the  face  ;  they  took  the  pourinjr  of  the  skies  and  the  r^d  seas  of  terrcfftii 
liquid  as  matters  that  must  l>e ;  cheered  one  another  with  jocosities,  witk  . 
snatches  (tobacco,  I  consider  would  not  bum),  and  swashed  unwcariodly  fbrwaid.  Tr- 
liours  some  of  them  were  oat,    •    ♦    •    ten  to  fifteen  miles  was  the  aTeitge 
come.*'    Oabltub's  '  ^Hedrieh  The  Second,'  Tolumo  8,  pages  148, 149. 
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Consequently,  after  a  dispassioDate  conBtderation,  twelve 
tlioiisand  seems  to  be  a  generous  estimate  of  oar  effective  force 
"handled,"  to  borrow  a  word  from  the  statement  of  an  oppo- 
nent. Conceding  that  IIookek's  view  is  correct,  and  be  finally 
had  tho  whole  rebel  army  on  bin  hands,  that  array,  according 
to  the  rebel  returns,  comprised  fifty-three  thousand  effectives. 
As  Hooker  remarks,  afterward,  "I  have  some  valuable  papers, 
relating  to  this  fight,  which  I  have  obtained  from  rebel  sources," 
It  is  reasonable  or  just  to  suppose  that  he  speaks  with  the 
highfst  authority  when  he  says  that  by  the  time  Kearst  came 
up  he  was  6ghting  the  whole  rebel  army  on  the  PcTiinsida,  and 
it  was  that  whole  army  that  Keaknt's  shock  decidedly  defeated. 

Keeping  this  fact  constantly  in  view,  and  another,  which  it 
would  be  dilBcttlt  to  disprove,  that  certainty  not  over  ten  to 
twelve  thousand  Unionists,  at  the  utmost,  fired  a  shot  on  that 
bloody  Monday,  5th  of  May,  1862,  Williamsburg  becomes 
elevated  into  all  that  McClellan  claimed  for  it  afterward,  "  a 
<!uniplfte  success."  It  is  worthy  to  rank  with  the  Sonth  Monn- 
tain  battle,. to  the  north  and  on  our  right,  in  Fox  and  Turner's 
Gaps — where  again  Hooekb  commanded,  Reaknt  having 
fallen — which  the  writer  looks  upon  as  the  finest  battle  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  considering  the  small  portion  of  it 
brought  into  action,  the  disadvantages  under  which  it  labored, 
nnd  the  enormous  advantages  of  position,  us  at  William sbctrj^, 
enjoyed  by  the  rebels. 

A  calm  survey  of  all  the  circumstances  must  justify  the  deci- 
sion that  too  much  praise  cannot  be  awarded  to  Hooker  for  his 
audacity  and  tenacity  at  Williamsburg.  Korean  less  praise  bo 
lavished  on  Keahxy,  since  had  he  not  brought  up  a  portion  of 
his  division,  rushed  it  in,  disposed  it,  fought  it,  and  exposed 
himself  as  he  did,  Hooker  must  have  come  to  grief  No  won- 
der that  McClkllak,  at  a  later  date,  loo  late,  however,  to  coun- 
trraet  the  impression  made  by  his  previous  dispatches,  giving 
the  whole  credit  to  Hancock,*  felt  compelled  to  do  tardy  Jus- 

*  At  taoo  ■■  it  «>■  dl»Fo>asd  Ibit  111*  CoDredentoi  bid  wllbdrmwn,  a  coIddui  *>• 
•em  In  iionult.  Il  mbo  up  wlih  the  rtlrpslliiB  ntT-gntti  il  WIHl»miihnr|t,  now  wln- 
Ibn'sl  from  JonM»TOH-»  «nnr.    Lokhstiibbt'*   ill»l»loa,  which  h«d  «l»Bdy  pMMd 

BmtMH't  dlTlsiUD  alvu  mtde  head  iiBlml  tho  whole  Confederate  three.    That  Oeodnl 
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tice  to  the  real  heroea  of  the  day ;  that  is,  if  honor  woii  in  ihu 
hottest  fire  agaiiiet  great  odds  nud  under  tremenduns  diflical- 
ties,  constitutes  the  highest  glory  of  an  officer  or  of  a  soldti-r. 
A  commander-in-chief  may  rest  Lib  claims  to  the  gratitude  iind 
rewards  of  his  country  on  hrain  work,  moral  audacity,  and  nblu 
dispositions,  but  the  subordinate  general  must  display  far  dil- 
ferent  qualities,  physical  courage,fer(ilityof  expedient,  coolneiis 
and  rapidity  of  thonght  under  fire,  and  cabnncss,  all  wliteh 
united,  inspire  the  soldier  with  confidence  in  himself  and  bia 
superior,  comtempt  of  death,  and  the  determination  to  suooeed 

At  a  later  date,  when  it  was  too  late,  however,  to  oountcraot 
the  impression  made  by  his  previous  dispatches,  giving  the 
whole  credit  to  Hancock,  McClellan  wrote  as  follows : 

C*MP,  19  Miles  rnou  Williahsdobo,  I 
May  11,  ISe2.         / 
Hon.  E.  U.  SWNTOM,  Seerelary  of  War : 

Wilhout  wBiEiDS  further  officioJ  reporU,  which  have  not  jt\  reached  mc  I 
wiah  to  baar  teBtimuD?  to  the  apleodlil  oonduct  or  Hookbr's  nnd  Eznticr'a 
diTisioDi,  under  commaiid  oi  General  Ubiktzsliux,  m  ibo  batlleor  Villinma- 
burg.  Tbeir  bearing  was  worthy  of  Teterani.  HuOEEB's  diiisioa  for  [7) 
hours  gallanily  withatood  the  attack  of  greailj  superior  numbera,  wilt  »«^ 
bearf  losi. 

Kb-\rkt  arrived  in  time  to  restore  th«  forttujea  of  the  da;,  and  oane  moit 
f  allantl;  tuto  action. 
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^HNY-  2S7 

I  ahall  probably  bave  occaaioa  to  obU  atteotioo  Co  other  coromsnde,  nud  wish 
cot  to  do  injuBtics  lo  Ihem  by  mcntioDiD);  (hem  onr.  If  I  bad  had  the  full 
informalioD  I  noir  hsTS  in  ngard  to  the  troops  sboTe-CBmed,  vrheu  I  Qrst  lale* 
gruphed  they  would  bave  been  gpecially  ajeDtiooed and  commended.  lapoks 
culy  or  what  I  knew  at  the  time,  and  I  ahsil  rejoice  lo  do  full  jusiiee  to  all 
CDgnged. 

GEO.  B.  McOLELLAN, 

ilajoT-Gtnerai  Conwnrniding. 


General  Kearst's  forces  in  this  battle  were  entirely  diBpro- 
portionate  to  liis  sucoeas.  He  entered  with  five  regiracuts,  from 
nil  of  which  ninny  men  hitd  etraggied,  leaviug  him,  at  the  first, 
tlie  snm  of  one  tliousand  nine  hundred  men.  In  bia  correspon- 
denee  lie  saye: 

"  We  dashed  in  at  doulile- quick,  our  band  ptayluK,  and  rather  recUeaa  ot 
myself,  1  located  my  men  right,  leading  tham  off  pcraonally  from  the  word  '  go.' 
At  lh«  outset,  seeing  that  time  was  prccioua,  I  charged  back  the  mass  of  tbe 
ODOmy'i  Bharp.ahoot-ra,  who  thought  the  Held  their  own,  our  pieces  having 
been  abandoned  by  the  gunner?,  with  only  two  companies,  bnrslj  eighty  men. 
But  1  remembered  that  such  things  bad  been  done  before,  and  iiad  no  alterna- 
tive, for  my  regiment  had  never,  Trom  morning,  been  allowed  to  close  up,  and 
BO  oir  I  went,  loo  cODspicuoua  froia  my  ahowy  horse  [killed  under  him  at  Fair 
Oaka],  and  for  several  hundred  yards  dowu  (ho  roads,  with  briailiug  abatis  on 
each  side,  filled  with  the  enemy's  marksmen.  This,  like  all  other  things,  only 
succeeded  because  the  euemy  preaumea  them,  few  as  they  ore,  the  precursors 
ol  crowds  behind." 

K£.iiivY  wrote  home  on  the  6tb  snd  8tb:  "  We  bod  a,  rather 
□nexpected  and  severe  affair  on  the  5th  instant,  attended  with  a 
great  deal  of  hardship  oAcrward."  He  then  went  on  to  speak 
of  hie  "  embarraeament,"  which  no  one  but  himaelf  observed, 
**  fVom  having  bL'en  placed  in  command  on  tbe  2d  of  May,  and 
the  battle  on  the  5th,  and  the  move  (not  his  division,  but  Stokb- 
iiA»'s)  from  Yorktown  on  the  4th  instant,  I  never  had  a  chance 
to  know  men  nor  officers,"  Then,  in  his  rattling  way,  but 
never  intended  for  the  public  eye,  be  criticized  the  movements 
previous  to  bis  arrival  on  tbe  field,  and  adds:  "Still  it  was 
wonderful  to  think  that  tbe  troops  would  stand  fighting  so  long. 
fhr  ourtflviB,  tee  went  in  a»  a  dog  takes  a  plunge,  and  neimt, 
of  count  /    I  must  say,  that  the  men,  all  (and  moat  of  the  offi- 
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cers),  were  truly  gallant.  The  wounded  were  not  carried  off 
the  field.  In  one  regiment  I  had  nine  officers  killed  and  wonnded 
in  nineteen;  1  lost  four  hundred  and  fifty  in  five  regimente." 

^'  It  was   a  source   of   the  deepest  mortification  to  Qenenl 
Keabxy  that  his  services  on  this  occasion  seemed  entirely  an&p- 
jireciated  by  his  commanding  officer.     When  the  battle  took 
place,  General  McClellan  was  far  in  the  rear.     The  importunity 
of  Governor  Sprague  prevailed  on  him  to  go  to  the  front,  and 
he  arrived  in  time  to  witness  the  gallantry  of  Hancock,  engaged 
far  on  the  right,  and  who,  charging  with  his  whole  brigade  just 
at  dusk,  contributed,  with  the  loss  of  only  thirty  men,  to  the  final 
victory.     The  entire  Federal  loss  was  two  thousand  two  hundred 
and  twenty-eight.     Two-thirds  of  this  fell  upon  Hookeb,  the 
rest  upon  Kearny,  demonstrating  where  the  real  fighting  had 
been ;  yet,  in  his  first  bulletin.  General  McClellax,  though 
informed  by  his  own  aid  of  the  facts  {so  Kejjrnt  «ay«),  abso- 
lutely failed  to  mention  either  Hooker  or  Kearxy,  to  tto 
great  and  just  indignation,  for  the  success  at  Williamsburg  evi- 
dentlv  saved  the  armv.     Huddled  in  confused  masses,  the  artii- 
lery  fastened  in  the  mud,  the  infantry  straggling  and  wading 
through  the  woods,  the  cavalry,  baggage-wagons,  and  all  tl^^ 
paraphernalia  of  an  advance  confusedly  edging  along  throu^^^ 
miry  roads,  panic  would  have  been  ruin.     Scarce  any  of  tt*'^ 
troops  had  ever  been  in  action,  and,  had  the  enemy  been  vict^^ 
rious,  a  panic  would  have  been  almost  unavoidable,  and  Gener'^* 
Kearny  felt  that  he  had  prevented  this  by  the  utmost  haza  '^^* 
of  his  person.     He  was  not  proud  of  recklessness,  but  he  kn^^  ^ 
that  there  were  times  when   exposure  was  essential.    ''It       ' 
true,"  he  writes,  "that  I  was  fearfully  exposed;  for  whilst  t^** 
entire  regiment  would  be  sheltered  by  logs,  I  was  the  only  o^^' 
cer  mounted  and  quite  in  view ;  the  only  object  aimed  at  l^X 
many  hardly  fifty  feet  from  me.*     I  could  not  do  otherwise,  fo'' 
we  had  the  largest  part  of  the  work  before  us,  and  very  few  to 
do  it.     It  was  not  useless  recklessness  ;  it  saved  the  day." 


*  *'  with  brave  Phil  alone  before  me,  leading  on  his  men,  and  dashing  deBtnicUon  tlMl 
the  lines,  do  yon  know  that  some  rebels,  taken  prisoners,  said  they  and  others  were 
order<»d  to  Are.  and  in  every  way  try  to  kill  that  General  with  one  arm,  doing  so  mucli 
mischief? "— JF.  W.  L.,  20(h  May,  1868, iV.  T. 
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McClsllam  reached  the  front  just  before  the  bottle  ended ; 
and,  as  his  alleniion  was  called  exclusively  to  the  operations  of 
Uaxcoce,  on  the  extreme  right,  who  had  executed  a  successliil 
flank  movement,  by  which  be  had  gained  a  position  that  ccuii- 
manded  the  rebel  line,  he  received  the  principal  commendation ; 
while  HooKKB  and  KKARyy,  who,  by  downright  hard  fighting, 
involving  the  loss  of  twenty  per  cent,  of  their  forces  present 
and  under  hot  fite,  bad  first  held  and  afterward  earned  the 
field  on  the  led  of  the  line,  were  not  mentioned  at  all  in  the  first 
bulletin  of  the  Coramauding  General. 

The  first  time  I  saw  Keahsv  in  the  army,"  writes  Brevet 

Brigadier-General  C.  S.  W ,  "  was  on  Saturday,  May  3d, 

1862,  about  four  o'clock  p.  u.  He  had  just  been  given  Hamil- 
I0!s*a  diTision,  and  was  looking  for  his  command.  I  told  bini 
where  it  lay,  and  put  him  on  the  road.  Waits  (De  Pktstek, 
hia  volunteer  aid)  was  with  him  at  the  IJme.  The  division  was 
then  the  Third,  of  the  Third  Corps ;  but  soon  after,  when  Fit;! 
Joiix  Pohtek's  division  was  made  the  Third,  Keaknv's  division 
■waa  nnrabered  the  First,  of  the  Third  Corps. 

On  Sunday,  May  4th,  when  Hooker's  division  moved  out  to 
Eopport  the  cavalry,  Keabnt  had  already  broken  camp,  and  had 
his  division  massed  in  the  open  ground  beyond  the  saw-mill.  I 
do  not  think  that  he  had  received  any  orders  at  that  Ume,  but 
always  supposed  that  he  moved  his  men,  on  his  own  responsi- 
bility, into  a  position  where  he  could  nee  them  the  instant  orders 
did  come. 

"The  hour  at  which  Kkaknt's  division  arrived  at  the  front 
at  Williamsburg  has  always  been  a  disputed  point  —  he  claim- 
ing to  have  been  there  at  least  two  hours  earlier  than  Hooker 
snd  I  set  hia  arrival.*     Whatever  the  hour  was,  it  was  some 


■  B-!iere  dW  jonr  men 
iToge  SuKod],  oinre  Ibui 


Fny.  Ciptiln  [TiTLOK.  ol  Brnutr'a  CsTsIr;],'  i. 

[icbsli]  tha*iB7aDperfuri>Tlooar>[tIn!onlrDap«T]' 

"  ■  WI17. 1  ihlDk  In  nery  bilila  yet  tone!.!,  «iii1  now  ben 

WtnUmtbnrE.    We  foaghl  Ton  wllh  onr  rear  gnird^  wa  : 

Inn  (blc  Id  do  more  Itam  bold  jon  In  check  nntll  the  nuUn  body  at  oar  tortei  Were 

•nt  at  hirm'i  kit.    BqE  wbeo  yonr  OenenJa  verc  bo  eaally  ebecked.  Ihia  embutdrDsd 

hnrrj  h»ck  refnfOnemcnU  laS  iltetnpt  grviCer  tblnE>.  unil  I  do  lielleri-  that  IIwb 

CWlTid  10  nuke  ■  Haiti  aUnd  at  Wl]][amtbDr„<,  we  contd  btvi-  bound  yon  'hire 

■ooltiar  moBib,  and  then  Ibe  heal  and  ftver  woald  baie  dalabed  tbe  nark  He  be[ui.' 

'ClpUIn,' I  replied,  'ronkuoir  Uiat  tbp  bitlle  or  WUlluaabiUK  w*i  nillll;  rouehl 
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time  ttfWr  the  enemy  had  captarod  the  two  baltctricB  I  biu)  M 
beyond  tlie  felled  timber  (sloshing).  Our  troo{>8  had  recormJ 
«Dlire  poBiessioD  of  the  road,  along-aide  of  which  I  had  pliuud 
niiotlier  batt«ry,  and  we  had  repelled  two  separate  attacbnf 
the  enemy. 

•'  The  last  of  these  had  been  by  a  colamn  np  the  roiiii,iBd 
had  been  broken  almost  solely  by  the  fire  of  the  Foarth  Xt* 
York  Battery.  After  the  attacking  column  was  broken,  deUnbrf 
squads  from  it,  and  single  individuals,  worked  their  wsf  ip 
behind  the  felled  trees  on  the  left  of  the  road,  until  they  vnt 
able  to  make  it  very  hot  in  the  battery,  had  any  occasion  iriM 
for  opening  fire.  I  had  made  two  applications  for  some  infiuiirj, 
to  keep  these  fellows  quiet,  but  got  none,  our  diviBioD  b«iiig 
then  abont  out  of  ammunition.  On  going  back  a  third  tiiiK,! 
found  the  bead  of  EsARyy^s  division  and  Keakny  himseE  Oi 
repe.iting  my  application  to  him,  he  at  once  gave  me  two  com- 
panies of  a  Michigan  regiment.  I  mention  thia  aa  a  samfkof 
the  quicknete  with  which  he  took  in  t/ie  elate  of  qffairi,  and  tU 
jrromptnett  of  his  orders  to  meet  them. 

"  Before  putting  his  men  into  position  thftt  day,  KsABinr  UDl 
most  of  hia  staff  to  the  right  and  left  to  examine  the  gnmnd, 
and,  leaving  the  remainder  with  his  orderlies,  he  rode  alone  ooi 
on  the  road  for  beyond  our  skirmish  line,  I  did  not  see  him  go 
out,  or  know  that  he  had  gone;  so,  on  perceiving  a  hor«nuB 
coming  in,  thought  it  must  be  some  one  from  the  rebels.  Why 
he  was  not  killed  then  I  cannot  imtigine,  as  the  rebels  held  At 
whole  of  the  felled  timber  to  the  left  of  the  road,  but  I  did  BOl 
see  a  shot  fired  at  him.* 

bj  one  dirlilon -General  Hookih'i.  GeavM  Kuud  ud  lUaawn  naatfiitn 
teteatM  aid,  but  It  wis  ■1mo>l  nl^htwben  ibi'y  niched  the  Delil.  We  lid)  tot  •• 
njin]'  nmnlD  thitbitlleM  joa  bid,  and  nun  were  lU  Ibe  dlwdiintiigef  of  podllnk 
~  Blrong  eartbworlis.  uDd  we  bad  la  deboncb  Into  tbc  SeUt  In  TIW 
reia  nirrow  neck  of  land.  You  bid  cvorrndTBDrane  tb>t  men  Bliooldwk— Iki 
FBI  dnlirbllUE  "id  dieheirtesLn|[:  onranUlerj  irla  eopnlfed  la  tbe  ■nnd-Tll' 
etudtng  ill  tbea«  tblng*.  Ocacnl  Hoosib,  wllh  tboiid  of  Ilirec  or  (MU  Ml- 
if  Oeneial  Kiihiit'i.  betd  hlipoiition  ftirflvs  bQ(in,iinill.brafluikiiKiiwnnl 
ml  Hakdook.  yoa  were  driren  from  the  Held.  In  Ihe  itrcngih  of  joar  lonvKk 
jnn  odgbt  to  b«TB  held  oal  tgaiml  tOMamm.' "—CUCflain  Xai-tM- "  fHOu^ 
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"  When  he  first  came  up,  Geueral  Hkistzelmas  aeked  biin 
if  he  had  not  better  let  General  Hooker  aid  him,  as  he  was  a 
stranger  to  bU  command?  Kearny  replied,  'Geneial,  I  cbq- 
xnake  men  follow  me  to  helL' 

o  days  after  the  figbt  at  Williamsburg,  I  saw  Kkahny 
«ro8a  the  plain  in  front  of  that  town,  at  a  time  when  a  good 
part  of  his  division  was  scattered  over  it,  I  have  seen  but  one 
other  general  in  our  army  whose  presence  excited  so  much 
eothiisiasm  among  the  men  as  was  shown  for  Kkarijt  at  tijat 
time,  by  the  troops  he  had  not  been  with  a  week.  •  *  *  • 
"  So  far  from  being  a  hap-hazard,  dash-ahead  man,  I  saw  do 
general  who  was  more  cautious  on  the  march,  or  took  more 
pains  to  know  his  ground  before  putting  his  men  into  a  light. 

"  This,  together  with  the  quiet  working  of  his  mind  when 
suder  fire  (a  very  rare  quality  with  the  bravest  men),  and  his 
inspiritiDg  appearance  in  a  figbt,  were  his  most  striking  quali- 
ties, so  far  as  I  noticed  Ibem. 

"  When  in  the  middle  of  a  battle,  his  appearance  certainly 
filled  my  beati  ideal  of  a  general  better  than  any  thing  I  ever 
eaw.  It  made  the  blood  thrill  through  one's  reins,  and  would 
inspirit  men,  if  any  thing  could." 

When  the  anxiously-awaited  succor,  brought  up  by  Kkarnt, 
arrived,  that  Genera!  —  accompanied  by  Major,  afterward  Briga- 
dier-General, CoARLEB  S.  Waintvrigut,  Division  Chief  of  Artil- 
lery to  HoDKBR,  and  Thompson,  Second  Artillery,  his 

own  Division  Chief  of  Artiliery  —  dashed  forward  on  the  road 


uldlcr  of  his  dlTHIon.  In  ordot  to  dlicloio  to  hl«  troopi  the  concesled  potltlon 
enemy,  ind  to  eihinil  (dww)  their  Bre  (\\ke  RinoiLn.  prertom  lo  M*Y"« 
>  It  BetKca  de  Is  PbIdu),  be  aonoancod  hit  determlBBtlon  to  ride  In  [rout  of  the 
rt  Udm.  aoffoanded  hj  hla  aids  ind  offloeri,  he  dsihed  oot  Into  the  open  field, 
a  If  on  p*r«de.  letanrelj  gmlloped  »Ions  the  entire  front,  FIto  thonMnd  pini 
julnled  It  him;  the  bills  fel  arODDd  him  Ube  haU  ;  Ivo  of  hi>  aide  dropped  dead 
Uhttalds;  ud  before  he  reached  the  end  he  vris  slmoBt  alone.  He  lecnrBd  bj  this 
■■■idou  siptoll  what  be  altned  loicenrDplfsh  — the  nncoTerlng  ot  the  enemy'*  pwl- 
Oo  — Ihearidlnebuk  ainanghii  men,  he  shonted,  -Toueee,  my  tiojie.  whers  lo  flm.' 
0*  tanxt  held  Ihelr  own  onlil  Hakoock,  by  a  Oank  moTement.  lompellcd  the  relreal 
r  Om  •nemy  vithln  their  warlii. 

"  AH  tbe  toldlen  and  omcerB  of  Ibia  portion  of  the  army  not  only  Bpoke  of  Hooieb 
>i>  dItpUyiDR  OD  that  day  tbe  raoet  brilliant  voldlerly  qnallllei,  bit  like- 


ended.  Id 


e  blghcii 
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leading  direct  to  Fort  Magmdor,  to  reconnoitre  the  poeidoca.t  of 
the  eiiGUiy.     They  had  advanced  some  distance  beyond  "VlIwi 
own  men,  when  a  battalion  or  more  of  rebels  roee  fronK,    t^ 
Elashing  in  line  of  battle,  and  poured  volley  after  volley  «a^ 
them,  as  fast  afl  they  could  load  and  £re,  at  a  distance  of  ggt 
over  two  hundred  and  &lly  yards.     Ae  the  enemy  ataitei}    m 
EsABNT  wheeled  his  horse  and  galloped  back,  followed,   **Qt 
devil  take  the  hindmost,"  by  the  other  two  officers.     Strang 
to  say,  although  the  ballets  pattered  and  hissed  around,  hit 
drops  in  a  tropical  storm  driven  by  a  fierce  wind,  not  one  tooli 
effect,  except  to  gouge  out  a  channel  in  the  hoof  of  Major  W*a- 
T^'KiGirr's  horse. 

On  this  day,  Eeabnt  had  a  third  narrow  escape.  He  apariDl 
into  a  little  cleared  space,  midway  the  slashing,  and,  lookiDg 
round  like  an  eagle  in  search  of  prey,  shouted  out  to  bis  **8 
men  to  show  themselves  and  drive  the  rebels  out  of  their  ootff- 
Responsive  to  his  appeal,  a  few  Union  skirmishers  row  on 
their  side  of  the  felled  timber.  They  had  scarcely  made  llw 
appearance,  when  a  whole  rebel  line  of  marksmen  Jumped  W 
their  feet  from  their  lairs,  and  fired  simultaneously,  with  ilcti^ 
prate  aim,  at  the  "  one-armed  devib"  It  was  afterward  »dl 
known  that  in  this,  and  subsequent  engagements,  the  rebel  off- 
cers  exhorted  their  marlcsmen  to  take  cool  and  careful  tm  *t 
the  "  one-armed  devil,"  who  seemed  to  delight  in  setting  ih"" 
at  defiance.  Kbaest  shook  his  stump  at  them,  as  he  was  natA 
to  do  when  excited,  and  galloped  away  unscathed.  Nottnu^ 
sile  touched  his  person  or  his  horse. 

Thus,  the  battle  of  Williamsburg  ended  in  establishtiig  tlw 
character  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  but  particularly  of 
HEtSTZBLMAu's  (the  Third)  Corps ;  in  elevating  KejlBKT  tvA 
HoocEB  to  the  first  place  in  the  estimation  of  the  AmerieMl 
free  people,  as  generals  and  soldiers  of  the  finest  type,  fcr 
ability,  influence  and  gallantry  ;  in  winning  the  concession  ftoB 
McClellan  that  their  troops  had  gained  a  complete  and  glorion* 
success ;  but,  alas  I  in  notliing  further  !  no  trophies  fell  into  thi 
hands  of  the  Union  commander ;  no  results  followed  the  prodigll 
libation  of  blood  and  life.  When  the  news  arrived  of  the  batUe 
fought,  the  victory  won,  and  the  subsequent  paralysis  throi^ 


BI06BAPBT  OF  UAJOR-QBXERAI,  rSILIP  KEARNT. 


293 


McClellah,  the  writer  pronounced  n  judgment,  recorded  and 
attested,  which  events  juatitied.*  McClellajj  demonstrated 
himself  a  ^luro ;  the  Staif  which  oar  Executive  and  the  NatioD 
had  selected  to  prop  the  cause  of  the  North  and  guide  its  ai-mies, 
had  proved  a  Pharaoh's  reed.  Witness  the  thousands  of  vic- 
tims to  the  camp  diseases,  to  the  Chiokahominy  malaria,  the 
thousands  wasted  in  infructuose  battles.  FHn..  Ebarnt  had 
predicted  ai!  this ;  his  predictions  were,  one  by  one,  verified  to 
the  letter,  in  the  blood  and  ashes  of  our  bravest  and  most  pre- 
cious. Two  months  more  and  the  Union  army  bad  been  misled 
back  —  not  driven  back  —  to  the  James ;  humiliated  through  its 
chief —  not  conquered,  or  dishonored  in  itself.  Within  three 
months  it  was  back  whence  it  started,  as  had  been  foretold  that 
it  would  be  by  more  than  Phil.  Kkarjjt.  Let  the  reader  who 
doubts  this  obtain  Euil  Schalk's  "  Summary  of  the  Art  of 
War"  (J.  B.  LippiNcorr  &  Co.,  Philadelphia),  of  which  the 
first  edition  was  published  about  the  time  of  the  "Affair  of 
Hirers,"  or  Peninsula  campaign  was  definitely  resolved  upon, 
Examine  carefully  "Example,"  pages  25,33,  particularly  that 
wonderful  map,  which,  hod  it  not  been  prepared  and  issued  six 
months  before  the  events  it  prefigured,  culminating  in  Antietam 
(another  battle,  indecisive,  like  Williamsburg,  through  the  like 
fault  of  the  very  same  supreme  commander),  would  be  almost 
»n  afUr-delineatlon,  of  the  flow  and  ebb  of  the  campaign,  April 
—  September,  1862. 

That  ueither  Hookeb  nor  Ksarnt  was  to  blame  for  the 
result,  their  voices,  their  actions,  the  wounds  of  the  one  and 
the  death  of  the  other  abundantly  attest. 

Kkajint's  troops  were  the  first  to  enter  tlie  abandoned  works 
of  the  rebels,  and  detachments  of  Keabst's  division  were  the 
first  to  advance  on  the  morning  af\er  the  battle  of  Williamsburg, 
and  friends  of  the  writer,  who  were  engaged  there,  state  that  a 
ftkirmi»h,  of  greater  or  less  magnitude,  occurred.  As  no  response 
has  been  made  to  published  calls  for  information,  this  fact  is 
merely  mentioned  to  show  that  KKABtT  and  his  officers  and 
men  were  always  on  the  alert,  and  that  if  he  did  not  go  ahead 
it  was  no  fault  of  his. 
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CimiK  :  I  h»vB  lbs  honot  to  ruporl,  that,  i 
nine  i.  >..  Ibe  Olrltlon  took  up  lu  line  or  n 
crnffded  colamni  befOr«  u. 

At  uniDi]  llirseiiuiiu'len  4.  M..  an  order  wu  ncelTBd  Itom  Oeaen]  Siricmuiw 
lU  oihon  *nd  proceed  lo  the  luiiport  at  Onoenl  Hooixa,  alrewij  enfngtd. 

WUhdlfflcullr,  end  mnch  loiB  of  time,  iDj  DMilon  ■(  length  lD»dB  lU mi)- "«* 
the  iniHca  ot  tK»p«  and  tmlne  that  encomlwred  the  deep,  maddr.eiagledttliinlli 
■t  Ilie  "Brick  Cbnrch."  my  raslo  wai lo  ttie  left.  Atone  and  abalT  p.  k.,  wlUlilinl 
■nd  a  hair  mllet  of  tbe  baiLle^ldd,  1  hailed  my  colnmn  lo  reft,  tor  Uie  Onl  !!»«,■■«  H 
gel  ttie  lengtbened  fllef  In  banit  before  comiaittlng  iliem  to  action.  Captain  ll«iB,rf 
the  General  Staff,  with  great  ocetg;,  atBlitcd  me  In  Ihla  effort.  Atmott  laoidUlctl, 
howerer,  on  ordoi  from  Qeuenl  Heimtielsiji,  onr  -  knapsack*  were  piled,"  Ud  lb 
bead  of  tbe  coliuiiii  nauniDd  Ita  marcb.  taking  tbe  "doable  qalck."  wberemtbeaA 
halei  left  a  fooling.  Arrived  at  one  mUi'  from  Ibe  eDgagsmeDl,  jon,  lu  perMin,bni^ 
maao  order  lo  detach  three  regtmeau — one  Ihini  BEBsi'a.the  lEadlnsBrigade.Utnn 
from  BiBrer'a,  Ibe  Second—  to  support  KMOST'a  Hone,  lo  the  left  of  the  podllo. 

Approaching  ncanir  tbe  fleld,  word  was  bcnngbt  b;  an  Ald-de-camp  that  BoMOrt 
cartrldgui  vrote  expended ;  md  with  incrcaeed  mpldll;  we  enierod  nnder  Ore  BirtC 
qolckljr  conmlled  with  Oeneral  Booub,  and  received  Oone ml  HiDrruuuH'tarin 
u  to  tbopuiut  otourel.  lat  oncudi^plojed  Besbi'i  Brigade  In  Ibaleilor  the  VIDtai- 
burg  road,  and  Binmi's  on  the  right  of  it— taking,  to  coTer  the  motencDtuiU 
■npport  tbe  renuinlog  balteiy,  Uiatliad  cuased  to  Are,  two  companici  of  PsA  i<^ 

Aa  oar  troopa  came  Into  action,  the  remnanta  of  the  bmve  men  of  HooKXa'a  DiilM 
vure  panieil.  and  our  regimunta  promplljr  commenced  an  nnremliUiiE.  wtil-dbMU' 
lire.  However,  ftom  Ihu  lengthening  of  Ibe  fllel,  the  gap  occaaloned  hj  the  wlllillml' 
from  the  colnmn  of  tbree  regime ute,  and  tbe  iltence  of  Ihla  battery,  Imn  trwbllM 
alternative  than  to  lead  forward  to  the  charge  tbe  Iwo  companlee  of  the  Beeosd  K^ 
gan  Voinnleen,  to  bear  back  Uie  enemy''  aklrmlnlien,  now  crov^inir  on  ecr  pix^ 
Thla  dat;  waa  performed  by  offlccn  and  men  with  anperior  Intrcpiillly.  and  aoM 

from  the  eeveral  plecoi.  A  new  eupport  wa*  Uien  coUeclcd  ftom  tbe  Fifib  Im^ 
who,  terribly  decimated  prevloufiy,  again  came  forward  with  alacrity.  , 

Theafihlr  wac  now  (tally  and  enccesa fully  engaged  along  onr  whole  llae.  andlhBXf'' 
menu  kept  steadily  gaining  groond— but  the  heavy  Btrowu  Umber  of  tht  tWt< 
defied  all  direct  approach. 

latroduclDg.  therefore.  /rtiA  marltimen  Dvm  PoE'a  Rugimeot,  I  ordeied  tiM^ 
HoHAHt  Ward,  with  the  Thirty-eighth  New  York  VeloDtcera  (Scotl  Life-QUtdl  " 
chDncedowo  the  road  and  take  the  "riaeplla"  (In  tho  center  of  the  abattu)tirlMl 
Hank.    This  dnty  Colonel  Wabp  perlhrmed  wllh  great  gaUanlrj— hia  martial  daniOT* 
ImparUngall  conHdenco  In  the  attack.    Silli  (be  wave  of  Impnleion.  though  imflrMt- 
cesFful,  did  not  qnlle  prevail^  but  with  bmreiy.  evei;  point  thae  gained,  vat  UK 
antlalned,    Tbe  l^n  ■"in;  of  Colonut  RiLST'a  Rcglment,  Ibe  Fortieth  New  Toik  Volm>- 
Iccra  (tbe  Uoutts),  waa  nsit  sent  Ibr;  and  the  Colonel,  being  vaHantlt  eiigi(«d  tt 
front,  came  np  brlllUntlj',  condncted  by  Captain  Uindii^  Chief  of  Qencral  BnniS 
Staff.    Tbete  charged  up  to  Ihe  open  epsce,  and  silenced  aome  light  artUlery.  indgalft, 
lug  iheonemy'a  nmr,  oanaed  bim  to  rcllnqnlsh  Ida  cover.    The  victory  wae  onra.   Abool 
thla  period  Oenenl  JannoN  brought  up  the  rear  brigade  and  the  detached  reglmetilt, 
bavitg  prevlonaly  reported  them  In  the  mldil  of  a  aevere  Ore.    A  second  line  ma 
eiUbil abed,  and  Iwo  cotnmna  of  rvgimenls  loade  dlapoaable  flir  further  movea.   Bnl 
darkneae.  with  ibe  eilli  driizly  rain,  now  closed,  and  the  regimehte  Hnouitetti  tm  Ha 
field  they  had  won. 
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The  ncannolBunceg  dnilng  Uie  niahl  and  llie  earlj  pttrolB  of  the  moraing  revealed 
ths  cneiDjnLlriag.  and  Genanl  Hiintieijiih.  ta  periDB.  ucdered  tnlo  tba  eaooij't 
worln  (vhlcli  our  pickDU  of  UiD  Ono  Hiuidrcd  md  Fiflh  renaBjlTiiiiB,  midei  Lkuua- 
■nl  OiLKBT.  were  oateiiug  wltb  Ouacnl  lAHStos)  [ho  Fourth  Ualno  RcgliiieDt,  to 
erect  Uiereon  iM  itandBrd  and  Uke  poiiciilaa  In  fliU  force. 

I  hare  lo  mark  odI  toT  Ibo  high  commenditlon  of  tbe  Qoneral-lu-Cbief,  Geacrala 
Juaaojr,  Bibxit  aud  Biskt.  wbo<e  tuldierl)' judement  vaa  only  equalled  bj  Ihcir  dl»- 
tbigolnbed  coan^.  I  refer  tod  to  their  rvpnrCi  todojaetke  lo  tbe  namoiof  the  gillanl 
MBeen  kod  men  nodor  their  Immediate  command.  Having  conflDed  mrtoU  prlndpaliy 
10  the  center,  the  key  of  the  posltioui.  I  report  as  having  oonipionously  diiHngnlsbud 
tbeuMlvea,  Imparling  ilclory  all  aroand.  Culocela  Poi,  of  the  Second  Ulcblgim  Yolun- 
uen,  iDd  HoBABT  Wxdd.  of  the  Tblrty-elgbth  New  York. 

Never  In  eny  actloa  wu  the  Indnence  of  the  Staff  mom  perceptible.  All  were  muit 
•niclaDi  aod  deflant  of  dan^r.  I  stpecUlly  notice  Capbtln  Shiib,  A.  A,  Qenem!  uC 
Oeneisl  Bebbt,  and  predict  for  him  a  career  of  OMfDlnoBS  and  glorf . 

Ujr  own  Staff  wore  truly  my  meaoi  of  vLilou  in  this  battle  in  tbe  wood*.  I  have  lo 
deploie  Ibe  loft  of  my  Cblef-or-SUff,  CnplslD  WiLSon.  who  nai  killed  putting  In  execallon 

llnea.  Alto,  Ltenlcnaat  Buihikd,  late  of  Went  Point,  at  Ibe  end  of  tbe  engigenieut, 
after haTlngpreiianaly  Iota  boras.  CipUIo  WiujimE,  STDseia.  myAld. wae  bnve, 
Ktlnandjodicloui.  Lieutenant  Uooni.  another  of  my  AldB.  renewed  In  Ibli  fleld  hia 
pmrloiu  dlatlncilan  gained  abroad.  Uy  Volunteer  Aid.  Hr.  Watts  Di  PsnTiH,  bore 
blmaelf  biudwimBly  ic  thla  his  flret  action. 

I  have  tbe  honor  to  append  the  llet  of  MSfi!  and  wounded,  wblcb.  tboagb  not  Impait- 
tng  onr  tbtare  eRleiency.  waa  a  aevote  lux  for  the  fe^  engaged. 

Our  bMIerlei  ware  on  tbe  Held,  bnl  were  not  required.  Uajor  WAinwmonr  (HoOEKu'e 
DMilon)  having,  \>i  mucb  pettonai  effort,  resumed  tbe  Sreof  levenl  piccea.  But  Uap- 
taln  TBoanon,  D.  8.  A.,  tbe  cblefor  m;  SMtlon  siKllet?,  In  tbe  mldatarabearyOre. 
(Hve  me  the  boaeUt  of  his  ciperience. 


JjBT  or  Sdjjed.  Wot 
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(Signed)  P   liEARHT. 

£ri{f,-(?»i'I  Ctmmaiultiv  Third  DivMm,  TMra  Carft. 

To  CiuronT  HoKnm. 

Capi.  and  A.  S;  Om'l  Bantulman'i  Coiju.^nsiamtbiirs. 
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HSASqUABTEBS  THIRD  DIVISION,  EXmrZELlIAirS  OOBF« J 
Camt  Bsbbt,  Babhaxatillx,  Va.,  J£qr  1<M,  18G2.       ( 

Sn :  The  eyents  which  crowded  on  at  after  the  battle  of  the  6th  —  ita  atonny  night— 
the  care  of  the  wounded— the  attentiona  to  the  alain  — the  coUectioB  of  the  tropUet 
—  the  moves  of  the  next  day— having  prevented  my  report,  embracing  the  diatia* 
piUhed  acta  of  individoala,  not  serving  in  my  actual  presence,  induced  me  to  rtqne«t 
tint  the  superior  authority  of  the  commander  of  the  corpa  would  be  emi^oyed  to  um, 
am  my  own^  the  separate  reports  of  those,  my  brigade  commanders,  who  ao  aUy  sb»* 
t.iined  my  efforts  by  their  gallantry ;  and  who  so  amply  ftilfilled  the  high  preat^  which 
they  had  won  as  Colonels  of  noble  regiments. 

Tlie  lists  of  the  Generals  of  Brigades,  comprises  the  names  of  the  IbDowing  ofteers 
and  regiments: 

The  right  of  my  line  consisted  of  the  two  regiments  of  the  Second  Brigade,  Oeocfil 
BiR!iET,  the  Thirty-eighth  New  York  Volunteers,  Colonel  J.  EL  Hobabt  Wakd,  aiiid  the 
Fortieth  New  York,  Colonel  Riubt— the  other  two  regiments  of  thia  brigade  having,  a 
inilo  hack,  been  detached  to  Join  General  Emort.  The  Thirty-eighth  New  York  was 
th«'  regiment  that,  sent  for  by  me,  charged  down  the  road,  and  took  the  pita  and  aVat- 
\\a  in  flank.  Colonel  J.  H.  Hobart  Ward  has  already  been  noticed  by  nae,  as  one  of 
the  "  bravest  of  the  brave.'*  He  reports  that,  ''  Lieutenant-Colonel  8tm>x«  certainly 
deserves  mention  for  his  gallantry.  It  would  be  unjust  to  mention  any  one  line  oficer 
bpforo  another,  when  aU  behaved  so  well.  This  regiment  lost  one  hundred  and  twenty* 
eicht  men  on  the  91st  of  July  last,  at  Bull  Run.**  This  day  there  were  nine  oAe«8 
killed  and  wounded  out  of  nineteen  in  the  regiment  that  went  into  action,  tIs.: 

Thirty-eighth  New  York  Volunteers  lost  — 

oFFicsRs  kzlubd: 

C.\LVIN  S.  DB  WITT Captain Company  I. 

WILLIAM  SHARP Second  Lieutenant Con^onyH.     9 

017ICERS  worirDin: 

.1  AMES  E.  STRONG Lieutenant-Colonel. 

GEORGE  W.  DENNETT Captain Company  D. 

AUGUSTUS  FRINK  (Funk?) Captain Company H. 

SAMUEL  C.  DWYER Captain Company  EL 

R.  J.  MATSON First  Lieutenant Company  A. 

K.  MILLER Second  Lieutenant Company  B. 

W.  SCOTT Second  Lieutenant Company  A.     T 

Total  ofllcers  killed  and  wounded 9 

EnliAted  men  killed 9 

do      do    wounded 61 

do      do    missing 10 

Total  loss 81 

The  Fortieth  Regiment,  Colenel  Riurr,  performed  noble  and  efficient  senioes.  Colo- 
nel RiLET,  with  great  spirit,  held  the  right  wing  with  half  his  regiment,  after  the 
Thirty-eighth  and  half  the  Fortieth  had  been  withdrawn  to  act  under  f^  pertonal 
direction.  The  part  of  the  Fortieth  acting  on  the  road  against  the  central  pits  and 
ab&ttis  —  charging  down  the  road  into  the  plain,  passed  beyond  the  enemy's  flank, 
and  drove  off  by  their  fire  several  pieces  of  artillery,  brought  txpr^ttity  OffctUut  tkem. 

Fortune  Ihvored  them.    Their  loss  was  — 

OFFICERS  killed:— (None.) 

OFFICERS  wounded: 
E.  F.FLETCHER Second  Lieutenant CompanyL       1 

Total  officers  killed  and  wounded 1 
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!  ardor 


'  of  UBsulls  br  (he  et 


Dollyleudlus 
gomonH  and 


"■hlehrik 

TWDDI 


ilDcd  Ihe  key  poll 
compsulen  ]o<l  oiS 


t.    It  aclud  partly  in 

E'«  Bccond  mictileBii.  nion  dlrKtig  under  my  control, 

Ith  the  ar»t  ■uccuss  of  tba  dar.  whUiI  coTering  tlw 

a  reputatloD  ia  Woilorn  Vlrglala.    lie  wai  a  dlsCio- 
iklng  coiomaod  of  lhl»  reeimenl. 
His  laloau.  Ml  bnkvsry,  hla  past  aonicci 


AitlllErT. 

Colonel  PoE  lud  already  voD  a  i 
4ll>gal(lUd  offlcn  Id  llie  V.  S.  Anay 

I  HpeciaUj  Dntice  him  toradruici 
SMrillL    HIalDiawaa  — 


R.  UOBSE Captain Campiiiy  F 

1.  B.  MoCEITBY Captain Company  G 

■3BOBKaT  D.  JOHKSON Sscond  Llsatananl. CotopBn;  A 


Tot«l  vfllcct*  killed  uid  woimiled . . 

nltalea  men  kllkd 

da     do   H'oanded 


Total  killed,  wonnded  und  misiliig. . . 


The  principal  losi  on  tbi 
^rbipd  Xiehigan.  Colonfll  < 

irrlBg  mora  ImmedlatBly  tinder  the  eye  of  Genera 
%lATKut.  eommttidlnR  tbo  Tlilrtyaoenili  Hew  Toi 
•ith  (rnirding  igainit  the  enemy'»  turning  onr  loft : 
Bd  penliiKltir.   Thla  roglmeut  \oH  — 


a\MVa  V.  HAamSE Cipwln Company  B, 

'Wn.LIAU  B.  DB  LACT Capwio Company  K, 


JOim  MABST Sec 

EDWARD  N.  BItOWK Second  Llenlenan 

JAMES  SMITH fieoond  Llontonan 


.  Conipany  G. 
.  CompanjO, 
..  Cnrapui;F. 
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JAUE8  A.  onHMINe... 


HENRY  D.  TERRY C 

HAMtTBL  E.  BEACH Llealeu 

EDWARD  J.  SHCRLOOK Captain ConiplDr  A. 

HERBEIt  LE  FAVODR CupUln Compaor  F. 

WM.  B.  TU.LOT30N Second  Llsutenuit. CompuirB. 

Toul  olBccn  killed  and  woQDded .-. 

EoltaUsI  men  kUlod .     ...    1 

do     do   noBnded n 


In  cloilog  tbl*  BuppIemeDtai?  Boport  on  the  locatioD  and  m 
raglmentB.  Itli  proper  to  Include,  ulthongh  oot  nttachod  ts  my  comnuuid.  Oenenl  Gao- 
TKB,  who.  vltb  an  nntlilng  conta^e.  wliUal  mott  of  hlB  men.  baring  been  idleTcd  tij 
onrarrt™!.  were  taking  lie  merited  retplle  ador  their  long  bonre  of  acre™  flgtiang, 
■lUl  brougbt  up  Into  line,  alongeldc  of  a>,  Berenl  bondred  Tolaalcan,  wbo  taLl«ir«4 
his  eumple.  encouniKlng  tbem  to  tho  Odlit. 

Tbl*  rapott  voiild  also  bs  tncompietu  did  I  fall  In  meallon  tbe  merltarlooa  aenlc«9 
of  onrKodlcalCorpa.  Tbey  were  oiorjTThore,  andet  the  greatest  obft»ele»,»fflel»Bti)' 
aiding  tbe  woimded  and  sBtaUlshtng  ambDlaacei.  One  of  tbem.  Dr.  J.  H.  BuTUt, 
one  of  Acting  SargDoo-Oeneral  Tbiplsh'b  SlalT.  Medical  Inipecior  ot  Field  Ambolaooe*. 
aaalpted  mc  groatl;  doring  tbe  action  by  carrying  order*. 

Sit.  with  tbe  tniil  that  tbe  dlitiloD  bss  done  Ita  duty,  and  ftalDlled  yoitr  eipcctatloa*, 
I  ham  the  bonor  to  be  raoet  reepoctfally, 

Yonr  obedient  eenant. 

T.  KBABtrr. 
Brigadlir-Gaie 
To  Captain  Cbiuboi  HdKiztxb. 


IK  REGARD  TO  I 

■,"Vfc''Jfa?lM4l*i8 
3bMt£bx(llBUV  Auaim  BuiB.  Oommorqf  Xiclileim: 
Sir— Itglvea  me  great  pleaBnro  loaddieie  yon.  In  oider  lo  bring 


TROOPS, 
CORPS,  I 


iMtlcetbi 

■Ion  coodnclsd  tbemretreeln  tbe  eogagei 

The  Beeond.  under  Colonel  Fob.  and  the  1 


jour  Slate.  In  tnj  D\ii- 
before  WlUlamibnrg  on  tbe  Sib  Inilaei. 
.  nnder  Colonel  TiniiT.  bebatvd  in  tlM 
9  tnoemlt,  heceiritb.  the  report  oT  the 
eotonols  of  tbOBs  regiments,  logetbcr  with  tbat  of  tbelr  gobcr*!,  General  Bebxi.  coo- 
manding  the  brlnttde,  and  also  a  copj  o!  tbe  one  tent  In  b;  mTielf  to  Oenenl  Bead- 
qtiartars.  I  also  send  yon  a  lift  of  the  killed  and  wonaded.  Coloael  PoR  temd  nui« 
ImmedUilf  ly  nnder  my  own  command,  and  tho  gallantly  and  •oldieriy  qaalltlei  be  dis- 
played tendered  him  partlcalarly  coneptcnoas.  Colonel  Tibet's  Beglment  look*  rtfti 
p!1  of  mach  strength,  after  a  severe  eotitest,  and  held  pniseesion  iiDlU  the  close  Ot  tbo 


tARJTT. 

g 


'CHAPTER     XXIII. 


And  keep  Ibosoldlen 


1  the  thoBghn  to  virtnr'f  fine  tMpectB : 
[c  hmwne  deeda  to  good  stAictF." 
"  Lanceldt.  the  Bowef  of  bnveij. 
•    •    •    thB  cbiof  of  knlKlila." 
"  Ton  dot  Lebeni  aBIem  alleii 


AObotCi  ■'Iliilon 


U  n'ar  la  Anuriea,"  n,  M. 


commuid."—  Habioai.  BibdV. 


"  7on»a  RDJ  provide,  (TV  two  ward*  whlcb  Ihegcnend  >har 
(bonshu  througbont  eren  mameat  of  bla 
**  SerinMiu  IfUUaim," 

When  that  master  of  logical  persnnsion  aad  commou-Betise 
conueption  of  the  direct  road  to  the  human  heart  appealed  to 
hU  recraits  to  remember  that  they  were  examples,  one  of  his 
Btrongest  arguments  to  induce  them  to  shine  as  auoh  was,  that 
they  were  *' compassed  about  with  so  great  a  cloud  of  wilr 
Bosses."  Who  80  surrounded  by  observers  as  the  leader  of  an 
»rmy  !  Every  soldier,  every  officer  must  look  to  him,  and  grad- 
nally  his  greatness  or  his  littleness  will  influence  the  mass.  If 
he  is  slow,  want  of  energy  leavens  the  whole  organization ;  and 
it  19  hardly  unjust  to  say,  that  the  lethargy  of  the  winter  of 
1861-2  afiected  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  until  Gkajjt  and 
SriEBiDAN  came  and  exorcised  the  direst  enemy  to  great  achieve- 
ments  in  arms.  How  different  was  it  in  the  First  Brigade  and 
the  First  Division  Keaest  commanded?  It  would  be  unjust 
to  claim,  and  still  harder  to  prove,  that  tlie  noble  spirits  who 
emulated  his  example  owed  any  of  their  personal  rugged  gran* 
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deur  to  him;  but  it  u  not  unjust  to  say,  and  it  is  not  rlifficnlt  to 
believe,  that,  being  by  nature  susceptible  of  great  things,  iu  hu 
light,  they  kiudled  into  greater  brilluncy. 


The  all-gloriou9  siin,  as  it  burns  in  heai-en,  does  not  pro 
rival  sune;  but  does  not  its  light  and  heal  impart  brilliaiicj 
and  existence  to  creations  almost  as  glorious  and  exquisite, 
though  in  other  forma  ?  And  even  so  Kearny's  "  maguificont," 
"knightly,"  "  brilliant"  exampleof  soldiership  inflamed  all  who 
followed  him  ;  and  in,  and  through  the  oonetellated  radiance  of 
his  own  deeds  and  those  which  had  their  origin  in  his  inspira- 
tion, no  wonder,  as  Dk  TuoDRiANn  says,  he  became  a  legendary 
hero,  invested  with  a  tfaoatiand  meraoneB  >n  the  bivouacs  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  "Like  begets  like,"  is  a  proverbial 
expression,  and  certainly  those  who  held  prominent  position* 
under  Keabity  lived  and  died  and  must  always  shine  as  types 
of  good  and  gallant  volunteer  commanders,  even  as  he  was  ilie 
"  type  volunteer  general  of  the  war."  Nay,  more,  the  New 
Jersey  Brigade,  which  he  made,  to  the  last  shone  as  a  brilliant 
unit,  a  jewel  of  the  first  water,  with  the  combined  luster  forti-. 
tude,  bravery  and  discipline.  To  enter  into  a  demonstratton  of 
this  claim  for  his  whole  command,  would  bo  to  block  out  t  toI- 
nme,  and  not  a  chapter.  The  problem  can  be  proved  by  s  few 
striking  enamples,  as  well  as  by  many,  if  they  all  fulfill  tha 
same  conditions  and  every  requisite  condition. 

The  reader  has  seen  Keaknt's  promptness  on  more  than  ona 
occasion.  At  the  first  sound  of  alarm,  he  abandoned  every  thing 
and  traversed  three  thousand  miles  of  sea  to  ofler  his  sword  to 
his  country.  Within  twenty-four  hours  after  his  appointment, 
he  was  at  the  head  of  hia  brigade.  Jle  held  the  forlorn  hope, 
or  advanced  post  almost  of  our  organizing  great  army  of  Uie 
war,  without  support,  in  the  teeth  of  a  victorions  foe.  He  wu 
the  tirst  into  Mannassas,  on  the  heels  of  the  withdrawing  robets; 
and  he,  the  rearmost  in  the  movement,  through  "  an  ocean  of 
mud,"  was  the  first  to  throw  himficlf,  like  an  icgis,  bufbrv 
HooKEn,  and  save  the  first  fair  stand-up  fight,  of  many  hours* 
duration,  perseveringly  contested,  east  of  the  AlleghaDles. 
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Reader,  after  stadying  his  own,  follow  up  the  records  of  his 
subordinates,  and  consider  whether  such  an  example,  never  fal- 
tering or  paling, but  evergrowing  huger  and  brighter, must  not 
have  had  its  eflect.     "  By  their  fruits  ye  shall  know  them." 

Georoe  W.  Taylor,  of  Hunterdon  county.  New  Jersey, 
Bailor,  farmer,  soldier,  miner,  and  again  soldier,  commanded  the 
Third  Regiment  from  that  State,  in  Keakht's  First  Brigade, 
and  succeeded  him  in  its  command.  Under  the  most  trying 
areomstances  —  for  Kearxt  declared  that  his  old  Brigade  was 
sacriBced  —  Taylor  never  flinched,  but  always,  everywhere, 
displayed  "  the  most  indomitable  courage."  At  Bull  Run 
Bridge,  Anguat  27th,  1802,  his  brigade  was  made  to  confront 
the  "  entire  corps  of  Stonewali.  Jackson,"  and,  as  might 
FL'adily  be  imagined,  nnder  such  circumstances,  was  compelled 
to  fall  back  with  severe  loss.  Himself  severely  wonnded,  in 
marshalling  his  command  and  setting  an  example  of  honorable 
leademhip.  he  was  carried  back  to  Alexandria,  and  on  the  very 
day,  September  1st,  1862,  that  Keabn"y  breathed  his  last  at 
Chantilly,  Taylor  gave  up  his  gallant  spirit,  another  type  voltm- 
teer  general. 

The  Brigadier  who  commanded  the  First  Brigade  of  Keab- 
xt's  division  was  Charlks  Davis  Jamehoi^,  a  lumberman,  bom 
in  Gorbam,  Mdne.  This  enterprising  oflicer,  as  "General  of 
the  Trenches,"  showed  the  way  into  the  rebel  works  at  York- 
town.  Indamed  by  the  example  of  his  superior,  Kearny  (at 
Manassas,  on  March  0th,  lOth  and  Ilth,  1B62),  at  two  a.  m.  on 
Sunday  morning,  May  4th,  he  led  forward  detachments  of  the 
Sixty-second  Pennsylvania,  Colonel  Sam.  Black,  of  the  Twenty- 
second  Massachusetts,  Colonel  Govk,  of  the  Thirteenth  New 
Vork,  Captain  Bocghton,  deployed  as  skirmisherB,  and  clam- 
bered over  the  parapets  of  Yorktown,  General  Jaurson  and 
Colonel  Black  were  the  first  two  men  in,  and  unfurled  the 
stars  and  stripes  on  the  "  great  water-angle."  In  like  manner, 
about  an  hour  atler  midnight  succeeding  the  battle  of  Wil- 
liarasbtKg,  the  "eagle-eyed"  Jamssos,  with  a  picket  of  one 
hundred  and  twelve  men  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Fifth  Penn- 
sylvania, one  of  KEARjrr's  and  his  own  regiments,  look  posaess- 
ffion  of  Fort  Magruder,  and  again  this  general  was  the  first  to 
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enter  the  rebel  fortifications.  Continuing  to  display  the  saiM 
energy  and  intrepidity,  Jameson  fell  a  victim  to  the  Chicb- 
hominy  fever.  He  continued  in  command  up  to  June  Idth,  1862, 
and  died,  in  the  fullness  of  his  glory,  at  Oldtown,  above  Bangor, 
Maine,  November  6th,  1862,  another  type  volunteer  general 
f  The  next  who  claims  attention  in  this  consideration  is  Datid 
Bell  Birney,  born  in  Iluntsville,  Alabama,  who,  either  as  & 
merchant  in  Michigan,  as  a  lawyer  or  banker,  or  both,  in  Phila- 
delphia, certainly  enjoyed  none  of  the  advantages  generafly 
supposed  to  be  indispensable  to  the  formation  of  a  geoeraL 
Nevertheless,  he  showed  himself  an  apt  scholar,  and  after  his 
distinguished  coming  out  of  Williamsburg,  never  falsified  the 
opinion  entertained  of  him  by  Kearxy,  as  an  extremely  reliable 
and  accomplished  soldier.  It  has  been  claimed  for  him  by  his 
admirers,  that  he  was  the  best  volunteer  general  in  the  strictest 
sense  of  the  word,  afler  Kearny,  developed  by  the  war;  and, 

as  an  ear-witness  (Brevet  Major  W— ^  B )  reports,  Wett- 

ZEL,   a  capital  judge,   said   '^  Birney    handled  infantry  like 
magic."    Be  this   as  it  may,  he  certainly  showed  firstrcbw 
ability  throughout  his  career  of  four  years ;  and  when  Sicklkb 
—  another  first-rate,  and  a  type  volunteer  general  —  lost  his  leg 
at  Gettysburg,  Birney  displayed  all  the  attributes  of  a  brave 
soldier  and  worthy  commander,  and  did  as  much  as  any  man 
could  do  to  frustrate  the  efforts  of  Longstreet,  and  checkmate 
the  turning  plan  of  Lee.     He  continued  to  occupy  a  high  po»*" 
tion  and  well-earned  distinction  down  to  1865,  when,  seized  wit^ 
typhoid,  or  Chickahominy  fever,  the  same  which  had  de8troye<l 
Jameson,  he  relinquished  the  saddle  only  to  return  home  to  die- 
Like  those  previously  cited,  he  laid  down  his  life  for  his  country 
in  Philadelphia,  leaving  a  noble  record,  another  type  volunteer 
general. 

The  next  in  order  was  Hiram  George  Berry,  a  native  of 
Thomaston  (now  Rockland),  Maine.    Bom  a  poor  boy,  and  bred 
a  carpenter,  he  worked  himself  up  to  the  Mayoralty  of  his 
native  city  and  the  command  of  a  division.     Always  reliable, 
always  a  grand  specimen  of  a  natural  born  soldier,  his  brigade 
was  the  first  which,  ui;ider  Kearny, -brought  relief  to  Hooker. 
He  distinguished  himself  in  almost  every  battle  in  1862,  and  fell 
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at  Cliancelloraville,  crowiieJ  mtU  glory.  In  this  battle  lie  executed 
a  real  IriucDphnDt  bayoaet-uharge,*  one  which  does  not  merely 


JoCi  upon  whlcb,  more  ibnu  auoiher,  wriien  baVE  perpeiiinted  tbe  erudut  Dotloni,  uu! 
BjHiD  wUtli  tliQ  miHl  fmmrom  Ideal  are  •till  wldelj  entDrUiDBd,  It  ti  tUiit  of  the  mt.ia- 
vwt  caiMataqf  Oaeii^  iH/anjT]/.  Tbs  nlaUoan of  modem  cainpaiRaiitbDDiid.  It  li  trui). 
wUb  ■ccuUDIi  or  -  •plondid  bayonet  clmrirst : '  but  did  ttis  rcudor  ever  come  lo  >  dciaU 

Siiinlili  Sncceailaa '  Hud  the  Buttle  or  Splrei.  Ihi!  laRmtrj'  of  ill  Europian  lultDne  lott 

nmrdtroo*.  Tbe  Wara  or  tbe  Elgblecntli  Cealaty^  irlth  tbslr  Improved  Are  Ucllci, 
■ihlbll  DO  more  Iho  ileBdjr  old  pncllce  of  rbrmer  daji.  Usilen  be»sn  ttaia  lo  tonnl- 
UW  It  the  *9I7  moiDBnt  wblch  had  pnnrlouvly  been  Lhulr  cDDuaenccinL'Dt  ODiy.  Id  the 
War  or  17110,  Foi-Aiui  iSff.  'It  wa>  nut  aiiEoiptH  to  engij^  band-lD-haad,  not  even  on 
the  (Doit  Ikvorable  gronnd.  altboai;b  tbo  Tuhenhb  and  the  Gomii  had  never  fungbl 
othsrwlM.'  Be  asmnt  iiii,  moreoTor,  'that  tbo  old  olHcen  were  quite  bealOe  tlwm- 
•eln*  10  tee  the  decline  of  that  good  old  cnttom.'  Charles  XII  tried  In  Tain  lo  dis- 
nude  hi*  Bncdea  from  flriDg,  and  lo  give  ibem  a  reXeh  far  nillng  in  al  once  with  tbe 
biyoiHl.    HAiinajiL  Ba^i.  altat  ddaciibiag  the  lacilca  ol  bit  da;,  and  InronalDs  lu  in 

both  (Idas  begin  tn  Bra,  nhlcb  lii  a  nieerf  to  behold.  At  lengib  they  advance  npon 
each  other,  and.  nenetnlly  at  aitj  or  flxty  paces,  more  or  le<i.  one  or  the  olbcr  breaks 
iBd  nina.    Do  yon  call  Ibat  allacklng  t ' 

"Whaltayn  Bhi»khomt  on  the  iiub]ectl~' Yoor  fabilcalionB  ofmllilarr  rclatlona 
make  tl  appear  Ihat  all  great  DCIlnn;  are  perfoimed  with  Ibe  bayonet ;  eviit?  ens  Is 
thmalalMd  with  the  bajnnel;  gooerals  cnmmand  tbs  ebaqro  with  Ibe  bayonet.  But,  In 
pMD.  it  l>  lakoD  tot  ijranted  beforoband.  thai  the  opponlie  party  nlJl  not  trait  for  It.' 
Inanotbor  place,. he  says;  'For  him  who  baa  the  right  notion  or  Ibia  eTolntloD.  btyo- 
nel<haF|»«e  malDly  a  dgnrc  omiatorlc,  u»  jiianiin  Oi  patier.  which  mean*  nolhlng 

fnnliai.  JoaiBi,  Id  lila  ■Critical  and  Ulliiary  UlatDry,*  Aioie  opinion  la  alio,  ibaC 
liqiwct  attack*  take  place  moatly  In  retallona.  Tbe  Abch-Dl-ei  Cbarlu,  no  mean 
KnthoitQ,  aajf,  In  hla  '  Campaign  of  ITM ' :  '  Phyalcal  itrenglh  decidca  bst  nldon, 
■(•a  In  the  greatest  battlei.'  Su  weighty  a  word  may  he  canaldercd  ■*  oiprcHing 
pntly  doaely  ibe  real  ahape  oF  the  tblug ;  and  Hoteb  atatee  hla  conirlctlon.  that  there 
■IS  bat  fewornociamplaa  that  the  bayonet  haa  been  rually  reaorled  lo  In  good  cameal. 
II  will  acarccly  be  nccotaary  lo  clto  many  eumplet  In  proof  of  the  JuHlce  of  Ihe 
(qilnlom  of  anch  aalhoriiie).  Our  aim  wara.  In  Bgypl  and  In  Bpain,  illnatrate  thnit 
tnth.  At  Alexandria.  In  1801.  'the  (plendld  bayoncl  charge*  of  oar  Bailout  Twenty- 
alxlh  Hcglnienl  »aa  not  "waited  for 'by  the  French,  when  they  were  (cen  coming 
down  thtoDjh  the  amoke  of  thelt  laat  (olley.  In  the  action  near  Pampeluna.  alnady 
Mimd  to.  tbe  French  columna  rofnaod  to  atop  Itir  It.  AtTalaveru  It  waa  not  'the 
welghl  of  the  charge '  of  Ibe  flrtl  hailallun,  of  the  gallant  Pony-eighth,  that  aavad 
the  brigade  of  Ouarda  from  deitnictloa  when  they  had  adranced  too  far  — tbelr  walt- 
dlreeted  nro  and  timely  advance  were  quite  anfflclenu  Hers  and  there.  In  ■  ceDtucy. 
an  liitttUbtal  luatance  of  real  croaalDK  of  haynnet*  wean  mote  the  charncler  ot  aa 
anomaly.  Of  a  remarkable  deviation  froio  Ihc  rule.  Tbe  lovr  tfa/onja.  whieb  ad  mnch 
snUHed  the  heart  of  Ihe  GiiEATFiUDCiucEatLawotilzdTSe).  when  the  two  batuliona  ' 
of  BariHItand  tbllof  BttLIBBteit.  dcnaded  orcartrldgGa.anorB  defenio  offlre  boon 
Are  of  the  Praaslaa  left  Sank,  croeacd  bayoncla  with  tbe  Andrlan  Croair  and  Grena- 
41en,  and  prieked  Iham  Into  the  town  of  Lowoalti,  found  l^w  or  no  iDbieqneat  Imlli' 
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demonstrate  against  a  routed  foe  nith  cold  steel,  but  ov4 
him  by  it.    To  fire  a  volley  nt  close  quarters,  which  s 
field,  and  tben  run  in  upon  a  flying  enemy,  who  anflfer  if 


ton.    AfollLiry.b 

I  UIMt-TP  B(l* 

mptU 

seen  at  Grose-Becren  In  1813.  v.heu  Llinili*iiaiil- 
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DBS  [line  the 

BUflcbed  lo  Kiaxm-i  Soenlh  FttBttb  Corp.. 
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Bn, -U  choriihcd  In  Oraat  Brlilao  cm  tha  Hb- 
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po«BibIe  rea«>u,  that  ouo  tide  lortia  round  and  nuu 
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ee  cnoDgh  to  do  mlechlefj  doablles*  couldn- 
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t  valor."    Sniatl  partlei  of  mea  may  han  (wt- 

,«!B»ICMiBlcl..Her 

sn  aaiiir  ha 

been 

of  the  way  ia«t  enoosh.  1  be  battle  of  Ualda  la  mtually  nfcmd  10  ■•  ■ 
ilance  of  a  bayonet  tight:  neverlhEloe,  the  iiintGn,  whether  kltled  «t 
ich  or  Englllh.  raSertd  from  bnlleta,  nut  bayoneu.  Woooda  IhFm  b»fO- 
let*  lars  in  the  PeulDenlar  War,  It  may  be,  that  all  thuM  wbu  wttt 
Ijayoneted  Were  killed;  y«  their  bodies  were  seldom  toond.  A  certain  a^htlti^  rw 
ment  had  the  mlifOrlaae.  one  tcit  iDlity  mDrnlng,  lo  have  a  largo  UBmbur  nf  mm  cu- 
rled off  t>y  a  charge  of  PuUah  Lancen.inaDybelng  alto  killed.  The  commiBillBgodMr 
coorluded  they  mntt  all  In  killed,  ftir  hia  men  jioteeered  exactly  the  Bsme  aptrlt  a*  a 
partof  the  Frcnce  Lnperlaftnard  at  Waterloo  — 'Ibeyinlgbl  be  killed,  but  thty  cdbM 
Dot  by  anjpostlbmiy  be  taken  prlsoneri."  lie  relurnod  them  all  dead.  aciHinllnttr.' 
A  few  daye  sllerward  They  re-appeared,  lu  the  utonlrboicnt  of  srery  body,  hsilns  lavn 
Rwept  off  by  the  cavalry,  and  had  made  Ihelr  escape  In  the  retreat  of  the  French  amy 
thtongh  the  woods.  Tbe  rcglmenl  from  that  day  ohulned  the  Indlcrous  name  uf  Oa 
■  Rosnrrectlon  Men." " 

MiioBBLL'i  "Fatt'^Napdltm,"  n,  1!S  or  ITS.  "  II  l>  remarkable  that  lbs  only  laitl- 
cal  regnlatlDn.  or  novelty,  ever  Introduced  lolo  the  Prencb  annydniing  tbe  warlike 
reign  of  NATDi-mr,  should  be  dated  from  Ddbcn  (]u«t  before  tbe  tatastropho  of  Li^ 
sic).  The  Kience  of  the  tactics— ailoe  Ibe  word  Id  Its  proper  setue- had  ttlhir 
attained  to  tbe  bluest  perfection  before  his  time,  or  he  wanted  Ibe  ability  to  inimve 
It.  even  by  a  single  step.  On  the  IStb  of  the  monlh,  the  Major-Ocneral  li  desind  I* 
circulate  the  followlDg  order :  ■  Irene  a  gcuenl  order  dlreclUg.  that,  from  this  data,  Hia 
InDinlry  are  totbrm  only  two  deep,  his  Majesty  hivliig  obseryed  that  no  effect  Is  pn>- 
daced  cither  by  the  Bre  or  by  the  bayonet*  of  the  third  rank,'  etc.  II  was  Talhei  latt. 
perhaps,  lo  make  this  ImporUnl  tactical  dlscoTory,  and  U  wonld  be  lutemttng  to  knn* 
when  his  Hajesiy  ever  saw  any  sffcclii  produced  by  the  bayonets  oliber  of  the  Urn  or 
second  rank;  for  Ibe  world  has  yet  to  lesm  that  these  boattrd  military  weapoBs  irem 
ever  aied  In  filr  and  manly  combat.  The  overwhelmlDti  disaster  which  beM  lbs 
Krencb  army  la  ihe  plains  of  Lelpslc,  and  of  which  wo  have  now  to  speak,  irlll  h«Ip  M 
■how  how  Iki  Natolioh's  slraleglcal  skill  eiceoded  bl«  tactical  knowledge." 
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prods  and  eecape  ("  thrne  resolute  rebels  who  stood  to  receive 
the  bayonets,"  says  Burks,  in  hU  Batik  Qf  WilUamsbwrg,  page 
48,  "  were  Btricken  down  by  the  bayonet  in  Uancocx's  move- 
ment on  our  right  in  that  conflict "),  is  uot  the  grand  blow  which 
Jessup  gave  the  veteran  British  at  Bridgewater,  when  he  came 
up  at  the  crisis  of  the  day,  anna  port,  then  lired,  and  the  two 
linea  crossed  steel,  parried,  tfaiust  and  slew,  until  Kiall's  old 
and  tried  soldiers  broke,  sullenly  retired,  and  yielded  general, 
field  and  victory.  On  May  3d,  IS03,  when  the  Eleventh  Corps 
had  given  way  on  the  right  of  Chanoellorsville,  broken  and 
driven  by  the  furious  practical  strategy  of  Stonewall  Jack- 
sosi,  HooEEB  selected  Bebrt's  division,  formerly  his  own,  to 
etem  the  seemingly  irresistible  flood.  "Oo  in  General,"  said 
fighting  JoK,  "  throw  your  men  into  the  breach ;  don't  flre  a 
shot  —  they  can't  see  you  —  but  charge  home  with  the  bayonet," 
Bkekt's  boys  did  charge  home,  and  held,  for  three  hours,  all 
their  bayonets  so  boldly  won.  The  next  day  the  struggle  was 
renewed,  and  the  brunt  fell  again  upon  Bebet,  who,  again  and 
again,  headed  the  charge  of  his  division,  and,  first  to  meet  the 
foe,  received  a  bullet  which  ended  his  grand  career.  Thus,  in 
the  arms  of  victory,  as  far  as  his  division  was  concerned,  Bsbbt 
fell  and  died,  another  one  of  the  purest  and  noblest  of  the  type 
volunteer  generals  of  our  war  —  a  finer  West  Point  never  has 
produced. 

The  lust  to  whom  any  space  can  be  given  in  this  chapter  is 
bold  Tom  Egan,  of  New  York  (Brevet  Major-General  at  the 
close  of  the  war),  always  ready,  always  efficient,  and  always 
Bttccessful  where  the  result  depended  on  gallant  leading.  After 
KsAKirr  fell  at  Chautilly,  September  1st,  1B62,  Eqan-,  with  the 
Y\t»X,,  Thirty-eighth  and  Fortieth  New  York,  all  belonging  to 
Kbaesv's  division,  executed  a  brilliant  charge,  which  gave  UB 
tlie  possession  of  the  contested  field,  and  had  it  been  known 
that  Kkarnt  had  fallen  {he  was  supposed  to  have  been  taken 
prisoner),  he  would  have  recovered  the  remains  of  the  hero, 
and  guarded  it  from  desecration. 

This  list  might  bo  enlarged  greatly,  but  it  is  an  episode  in  a 
biography  of  Kkarnt,  and  out  of  place  there,  except  so  far  as  it 
goes  toshowthathisexamplefoundor  brought  out  noble  imitators. 
89 
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Can  West  Point  oat-top  six  such  volnnteer  generals  in  odd 
oommand,  generals  who  owed  nothing  to  professioDAl  swa^ 
vithtn  the  academic  halls,  or  to  drill  opon  that  plain,  sun* 
scorched  in  the  dog-days,  and  wind-swept,  like  an  Arctic  steppe, 
in  winter,  trying  out  the  weak  and  strengthening  the  strong  la 
bear  the  honors  and  emoluments  reserved  to  caste  and  grwlu- 
ating  at  the  Point  ? 

Was  merchant  or  trader  Sir  Wiluajc  Pkppbbell,  the  cap- 
turer  of  Lonisburg,  the  strongest  fortress  in  America ;  or  lodtui 
agent  Sir  William  Johkbon,  the  hero  of  Tieonderoga  and  real 
conqueror  of  Dieskau  (a  selection  of  Mab.shal  Coitnt  Saxr), 
and  capturer  of  Niagara;  or  surveyor  and  planter  Washisstox, 
whose  master  strokes,  the  surprise  at  Trenton — "to  America 
what  Thermopylffi  was  to  Greece  "  —  and  the  blow  at  Treuton, 
which  excelled  it  —  "  events  sufficient,"  says  Vox  Bulow,  "to 
elevate  a  general  to  the  temple  of  immortality  "  —  a  pupil  of  any 
military  academy  ?  No  !  Was  gentleman -farmer  ScnmrLBK 
who  paralyzed  Bitrgotne  and  saved  Fort  Stanwix ;  or  black- 
smith-farmer-Quafcer  Gbeenb,  the  deliverer  of  the  Soulbero 
colonies  from  British  tyranny ;  or  surveyor  Wayne,  the  cap 
tarer  of  Stony  Point;  or  lawyer  and  militiaman  StrLLtVAS;  or 
Bailor  and  farmer  "Swamp  Fox"  Maeion,  who  received  tittle 
education,  and  "  made  no  figure  "  in  the  Congress  of  his  Siat« ; 
or  clerk  and  scrivener  Williams;  or  Sumter,  of  whom  little 
was  known  until  he  appeared  as  a  lieutenant-colonel  of  riflemen ; 
or  hold-fast  Moultrie  (like  Crawford,  of  Cedar  Mountain  and 
Gettysburg),  educated  a  physician ;  or  heroic  Mercer,  a  Scotch 
emigrant  hoy,  the  hero-martyr  of  Princeton ;  or  intrepid 
Morgan,  a  teamster  and  farmer ;  or  Knox,  or  Willkt,  or 
Lamb  ;  —  was  either  of  these  Revolutionary  generals  a  gradu- 
ate of  an  embryo  West  Point  ?  No,  no !  Was  lawyer  and 
planter  Jackbon,  who  saved  New  Orleans ;  or  lawyer  Scorr, 
the  hero  of  two  wars ;  or  clerk  Worth  ;  or  militiamna  Browx, 
the  grand  figure  of  the  war  of  1 81 2  on  the  "  Lines ;"  or  Tatu>B| 
the  winner  of  Palo  Alto,  Resaca  de  la  Palma,  the  captorer  of 
Monterey,  and  glorious  conqueror  of  Bueoa  Vista ;  or  Wool  ; 
or  Jesbup  ;  or  Gaineb  ;  or  Harrison  ;  or  "  Hght-house  "  artiJler; 
TowsON ;  or  Persifbr  F.  Smith  ;  or  Stephen  Watts  Kbarmt, 
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the  maker  of  our  First  Dragoons,  as  fine  a  regiment  as  ever 
paraded  man  and  horee  for  inspection,  the  conqnerer  of  New 
Mexico  and  California;  or  Pan,  Keab>t,  "hero,  patriot  and 
martyr  "  —  was  either  a  graduate  of  West  Point  or  any  military 
Hch..ol?     No.  no,  no  I 

Would  that  the  same  pains  and  the  immense  lahor  which  has 
hvati  bestowed  in  collecting  thestalements  of  services  performed 
hj  Weal  Pointers  had  been  devoted  to  civilian  appointments  to 
military  commands  since  our  country  has  had  an  army  1  The 
writer  does  not  think  that  the  people  would  blnsh  at  the  com- 
pamtive  colnmns,  had  every  minor  dnty,  well  done,  been  cred- 
ili-d  to  the  Volunteer  ns  it  has  been  to  the  graduate  of  West 
PoiuL  Snch  a  task  requires  health  and  time,  which  the  writer 
has  not  been  able  to  give,  and  cannot  concede;  otherwise  it 
would  have  been,  or  be,  a  real  labor  of  love,  to  which  he  baa 
been  invited  by  one  of  the  most  distingnished  men  of  our 
oountry. 

This  chapter  may  be  construed  into  a  depreciation  of  ednca- 
tion.  Not  so!  Education,  without  bigotry,  is  beneficial  in 
every  profession,  in  some  professions  indispensable.  But  it 
ihonlrl  not  be  so  imbncd  with  prejudices  as  to  constitute  a  bar 
to  nuetlucated  genius  or  sound  judgment  capable  of  making  up, 
by  God's  especial  gifts,  for  the  want  of  experience  and  lack  of 
technical  education.  Tlie  Procrustean  bed  of  such  an  institute 
at  West  Point  would  reduce  every  thing  to  its  own  formulated 
dimensions  —  a  process  which  is  the  hereditary  foe  of  originality, 
Knd  allowa  nothing  not  its  own  to  be  great,  nntit  compelled  to 
do  so  by  public  opinion,  or  by  the  uncontrollable  greatness  of 
the  thing  itself.  Several  West  Points,  or  the  infusion  of  the 
military  element  into  all  our  universities  and  colleges,  with  sus- 
ceptibility of  subsequent  entry  therefrom,  after  competition,  into 
the  regular  service,  would  remedy  the  evil,  since  one  wonld  be 
joalons  of  the  other,  and  thus,  through  this  division  of  senti- 
ment, outsiders  would  once  in  a  while  got  their  own  —  that  is, 
the  opportunity  and  credit  due  them.  The  abolition  of  all 
monopolies  will  come  through  time  and  the  common  sense  of 
the  people. 
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CHAPTER    XXIV. 

THE    PENINSULAR   CAMPAIGN. 

WILLIAMSBURG  TO  MALVERN  HILL, 

(No.  1.) 

SEVEN  PINES  AND  FAIR  OAKS. 

"  And  how,  in  thunder,  day  by  day. 
The  hot  Bky  hanging  over  all 
Beneath  that  sallen  Inrid  pall, 
The  Week  of  Battles  rolled  away  | 

"  Give  me  my  legions  I  po,  in  grief. 
Like  him  of  Rome,  our  father  cried, 
(A  NaUon'^g  Flower  lay  down  aod  died 
In  yon  fell  ehade  I)  ah,  haplees  chief. 

*'  Too  late  we  learned  thy  Star  I  o'erta^en 
(Of  error  or  of  fate  o'erharsh) 
Like  Varus,  in  the  fatal  marsh 
Where  skill  and  valor  all  were  yain  I 

**  All  Tain— Fair  Oaks  and  Skysn  Pinsb  I 
A  deeper  hue  than  dying  Fall 
May  lend  is  yours  1  yet  over  all 
The  mild  Virginian  autumn  shines.'* 

Brownell'8  *'  The  Baitie  SumtMn.'* 

"  Invasion  succeeds  by  celerity ;  defence  is  sustained  by  delay."— O'Cohob's  **  JH/l- 
tary  niatory  of  the  Irish  Nation,  page  106." 

*'  But  though  the  (Anglo-Dutch)  besiegers  had  crossed  the  river  (Shannon),  and  erected 
a  fort  to  secure  their  new  position,  this  division  of  their  army  into  two  bodies,  ccn> 
nected  by  a  temporary  bridge  made  their  situation  extremely  perilous.  The  portion  on 
the  rij^ht  bank  of  the  river  might  be  overwhelmed  before  it  could  receive  succor  ftt>m 
the  left,  and  vice  vena.  A  council  of  war  on  the  ITth,  decided  that  the  selgc  should  be 
tamed  into  a  blockade  —  that  the  resources  of  the  garrison  should  be  cut  off,  and  a  frur* 
render  expected  from  famine."— O'Conor's  ''Military  History  of  the  Irish  KaOon^^''  172. 

*'  Meantime  the  Carllsts,  made  aware  of  his  (Espartsro'b)  inactivity,  peHbrmed  an 
exploit  that  deserves  to  rank,  both  in  conception  and  execution,  among  the  moft  bril- 
liant of  military  achievements."  *  *  (Espartbro  had  dislocated  his  command  in 
March,  1887,  reUining  40.000  men,  giving  14,000  to  General  Evans,  of  the  British  Lei^on, 
and  15,000  to  General  Irrorarrkn.)  ''  Very  heavy  rain  fell  (as  at  Fair  Oaka)  daring 
that  day  and  the  following,  rendering  the  ground  in  the  Loyola  very  heavy  for  artiUerj 
and  cavaliy,  and  even  difficult  for  infantry.  The  ground  abont  Loyola  is  at  meet  timM 
swampy.  *  *  The  Carllsts  having  thus  disposed  of  Irrobarrkk  (dislocated),  fell  on 
the  Legion  while  Espartero  *  remained  inactive,  leaving  it  to  (General  Etaiib  and 
Irrobarren  to  fight  it  out.*  *  *  As  regards  the  exploits  of  the  Carllsts  tn  this  affair, 
it  is  impossible  to  concede  too  much  praise  to  them.  That  their  opponents  committed 
many  and  grave  errors  in  no  way  detracts  trom  the  merit  due  to  them.  7b  Htte  iqmt 
an  opportunity  c^orded  by  the  error  qf  your  adversary,  is  one  of  the  highest  attrlbates 
of  generalship.  To  Join  to  quickness  of  perception,  promptitude  of  decision  and 
rapidity  of  execution,  is  given  only  to  great  leaders  whose  qualities  of  command  are 
inborn.  These  things  cannot  be  taugM  in  schools.'*'*  Hbkdsbsok^b  **  SoUlisr  qf  TkrM 
queens,''  U,  i.  l^-M. 
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■■  TbBE  Nmtob  thni  to  AoAasimoH  wld, 
No  Inngpc  mait  oar  BacliieBB  bi  dilaj'd, 
Wh«l  JoT«  hsth  hlDted,  Bh«l  God  pnts  na  on, 
Ma«t  botli  <nilli  Speed  and  ChcerftilneM  ba  daog. 
Hit  u  Old  UmurrHailm.         •       •       •        'iohiu6ana  7li«.<       •       •       • 
(MI  beisi  BoauUf  aud  Irropanblo  u  to  loae  ui  (fipor'iinUy .-  whence  AuuuniKB, 
Iwlng  a*ked  how  ho  achloccd  lo  eraat  tUlDga  Is  eo  short  a  lima,  aiawereil,      •      •      • 
-ft  KoHMagias.-"  OonJir'a  ••  BomtT'i  lOad."  IflSO. 

"  alnec  dasgeraai  are  Delalei." 

Omlbt-b  "Bomer'i  Od„ite»."  1860. 
"Id  mllltan  opentloDS  Tims  la  eTetjtliIiig."-'WiLLiseToH,  aoth  June.  IfiOO. 


It  is  80  diflicalt  to  treat  of  the  Peninsula  Campaign,  and  avoid 
the  absolute  necessity  of  criticisma  at  every  step,  that,  beyoud 
Bn  analytical  review,  the  present  work  will  be  restricted,  as  fur 

possible,  to  Keaent's  Reports  and  Correspondence. 

In  order  to  comprehend  this  campaign  thoroughly,  an  aeon- 
rate  map,  on  a  large  scale,  is  indispensable.  Furnished  with 
BHch  a  one,  any  reader,  interested  in  military  subjects,  who  will 
take  the  trouble  to  study  the  country  about  Richmond,  and 
acgnunt  himself  in  regard  to  the  geodesical  features  of  it,  will 
comprehend  at  once  that  McClkllan  proved  himself  a  very  in- 
ferior general.  Afterward,  if  he  will  take  the  additional  trouble 
to  examine  and  compare  the  campaigns  in  which  Kbarnt  par- 
ticipated under  Marshal  Valek,  General  Scorr,  and  Louis 
If  APOLKON,  he  will  understand  at  once  that  Keaent,  with  his 
Datoral  advantages  and  experiences,  and  capacity  of  practioal 
application  of  both,  must  have  been  more  fit  to  lead  than  to 
b«  l«d.« 

If  be  still  doubts,  let  him  read  Ksa&nt'b  correspondence  in 
tgnrd  to  these  events,  and  then  if  hia  mind  is  free  from  pre- 
judice he  will  at  onco  appreciate  the  superiority  of  the  subor- 
dinate and  the  inferiority  of  the  commander.  McClkli-aw 
looked  upon  an  engagement  (Williamsburg)  which  lasted  aU 
day,  as  "  a  little  matter;"  when  Keabst  from  tho  first  felt  that 
HooKBB  must  have  the  whole  rebel  rear  guard  on  hia  hands. 
After  the  battle,  when  glory  was  to  be  made  of  it  for  himself 


g,  «ee  "  Qiutre  aoi  ds  CuupiipMi  k 
TBOBEUim,  1,1)1. 
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and  friends,  McClellan  repoited  a  *' victory"  as  '^ a  bard 
fought  action/'  a  ^'  brilliant  engagement''  against  an  enemy  con- 
siderably superior  in  force  to  his  array. 

On  sound  military  principles,  Jouxston  should  not  hare 
fought  at  all  at  Williamsburg,  because,  if  the  expedition  to 
West  Point  had  been  despatched  and  carried  out  with  energy, 
the  rebels  would  have  been  caught,  as  Frederic  expressed  it| 
"  all  unbuttoned,"  or,  as  Napoleon  worded  it,  ^flagrank  <fe- 
lictOy'*  in  the  very  commission  of  the  act  of  folly  or  crime. 

It  might  be  urged,  in  justification  of  Johnston,  that  he  had 
studied  and  comprehended  McClellan.  This,  however,  is  an 
after  thought,  for  McClellan  did  not  exhibit  himself  in  ofithe 
vividness  of  his  true  colors  until  after  Williamsburg.*  There 
it  was  that  he  demonstrated  that  he  had  no  idea  of  the  com- 
bined or  relative  force  of  tlie  elements  indispensable  to  the 
solution  of  military  problems.  Few  generals  who  have  been 
called  to  important  commands,  have  ever  shown  so  little  pe^ 
ception  of  the  inestimable  value  of  the  most  important  element 
of  success  in  war — Time.  **  In  War,  faults  may  be  remedied, 
but  not  those  of  Time."  "  The  only  antidote  to  the  poison  of 
his  false  strategy  in  operating  on  the  Peninsula  at  all  vas, 
rapidity  of  movement  and  dash.  In  this  case  time,  therefore, 
was  everything^  and  he  maneuvered  as  if  it  was  nothifig^ 

*  It  was  MoClsllan's  io^rtia,  over-caatious,  over-estimate  of  his  Mdrtnaaj^t  tatth 

nnder-estlmatc  of  his  own  and  their  capabilities ;  his  want  of  comprehenslcm  of  ti■^ 

place  and  circumstances,  their  individual,  correlative  and  united  force,  which  iadM^A 

the  writer  to  predict  the  fkilnre  of  the  Peninsular  Summer  campaign  of  1882,  alladedtt 

in  the  following  letter.    The  truth  of  the  prediction  was  realized  within  Beveii  wceki 

by  the  result : 

New  Tobk,  October  10, 18G>> 
Jaxbs  H.  Woods,  Esq.  : 

DmiB  Sib  -At  your  request  I  recall  to  mind  a  conversation  held  in  your  office  with 

General  J.  W.  db  Pbtsteb,  immediately  after  the  battle  of  Williamsborg  on  the  PeBio- 

Bula.    In  that  conversation  the  General  advanced  his  opinion,  given  in  a  military  point 

of  view,  that,  notwithstanding  the  successftil  issue  of  the  battle,  st  ill  General  McCuu.^ 

would  be  obliged  to  evacuate  the  Peninsula.    Several  gentlemen  present,  you  ssoog 

the  number,  combated  the  opinion,  and  rather  ridiculed  the  idea.    The  Genertl,  ob 

turning  to  go  out,  said,  in  a  most  decided  and  emphatic  manner,  as  near  as  I  now  itctA 

his  language :  '*  Gentlemen,  you  may  laugh  at  my  opinion,  you  may  congratulate  yo1i^ 

selves  upcm  the  victory,  but,  mark  my  words.  General  McCleluin  will  be  compelled  w 

evacuate  the  Peninsula."  Yours  truly, 

R.  P. 


[See  DB  Pbtstsb's  "  DeciHve  Ckn\fUeU,  No.  1,  The  Maryland  Campaign  of  September, 
18C2."    Pages  6M,  etc.] 
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Aft«r  Ihe  battle  of  "Wiiliamsbarg,*  all  tliat  McClbllak  hftd 
»  do  to  win  "pauic  stricken  "  Richmoud,  was  to  obey  the  pre- 
!j>te  of  Maralial  Sake,  wbich  Fbgdekic  ex<?inpliiJed  tliroaghont 
ia  whole  career  subsequent  to  his  lesson  at  Mollwitz — which 
RI8  to  the  Prussian  army  what  Williamsburg  was  to  the  Army 
(  ihe  Pol«tnac — but  most  notably  after  Leutheo  or  Llasa  (the 
lodem  battle  of  which  Leuctra  and  MKntinea  were  parallels  in 
Dtii)iuty)  ;  and  by  Napoleon,  before  he  became  obese  in  body 
nd  roind;  press  forward,  with  the  point  of  the  sword  in  the 
i<ik  of  the  retreating  foe,  and  enter  his  capital  or  stronghold 
Ith  hia  "  handsomely  "  beaten  and  discouraged  troops.  Sach 
CtiOQ  would  have  carried  our  line  of  advance  through  the 
ealthy  uplands  along  the  James,  and  preserved  for  the  country, 
T  nothing  more,  those  tens  of  thousands  heroic  men  who  fell 
ictlma  to  the  malaria  of  the  bottom  lands  in  which  McClellah 
[ired  and  stifled  ihem  and  buried  his  own  prospects. 
The  result  demonstrated  Keakkty's  wisdom  when  he  desired 
)  make  Korfolk  the  base,  and  the  south  side  of  the  Jamea  tbe 
ne  of  operattons — after  the  Peninsula  campaign  was  inevita- 
le — and  in  case  that  McClkllan  was  allowed  to  imitate  (since 

did  not  seem  capable  of  originating)  the  disembarkation  of 
he  Allies  in  the  Crimea,  in  1854.  McOlellan'b  plan  failed 
'otn  the  same  lack  of  energy  that  characterized  every  operation 
■hich  he  undertook-  A  visit  to  the  Crimea  was  all  that  ho  had 
*er  seen  of  war  on  a  large  scale,  and  all  the  impression  which 
bsl  seems  to  have  made  upon  his  mind  was,  the  scienti£o 
ithargy  of  the  long-drawn-out  engineering  of  the  siege.  It 
ppeared  aa  if  fate  had  now  determined  that  this  lethargy 
hoold  not  only  be  imitated  but  exceeded. 

On  the  5th  May,  Keabnt  saved  the  battle  of  Williamsburg, 
"rom  that  date  until  the  27th,  McClellan  wasted  twenty-two 
jkyi  in  moving  his  army  fifty  lo  sixty  miles — a  progress  of 


iBrtWid  toUjenctoant  orwUllMiiiflinn!,  InChiptarXXILMalor-QenenilllEiim- 
iu  irrate:  "Thej  <lhe  punphlpla  In  wbich  n  adgliuitlj>  ippeand)  conUtn  the  ob\j 
aaatltmattt  wllti  or  the  bitUe,  or  i^alr,  of  WUliimiburg."  Tbe  vgiursn  OcDcnl 
led  HIM  notcii.  bal.  u  lbi>  cbaplei  wnt  Id  piint.  tbe;  cunld  not  be  lnBar1«d,  Tbls 
pablltbcn  ngret  u  much  ■•  lbs  witbar.    Br«vel  Uojar-Genenil  O.  Wnrt  aim 
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about  two  miles  per  day — a  slnggisbDess  in  May  only  to  find  \ 
parallel  in  his  September  slackness  in  Maryland.     Is  it  to 
wondered  at,  that  the  wits  of  the  army  dubbed  him  the  "  VL 
ginia  Creeper?" 

"  And  here  I  may  point  out  on  passing,"  is  the  remark  of  tl 
Prince  de  Joinvillb,  "  a  characteristic  trait  of  the  America*^ 
people — ^that  is  as  well  in  regard  to  the  people  as  to  an  aggioi 
eration  of  individuals — delay.      This  delay  in  resolving  ai 
acting,  so  opposed  to  the  prompitude,  the  decision,  the  aadaci^^ 
to  which  the  American,  considered  as  an  individual,  had  acei^^. 
tomed  us,  is  an  inexplicable  phenomenon,  which  always  can^^y 
me  the  greatest  astonishment.     It  is  the  abuse  of  the  individua/f 
initiative  that  kills  the  collective  energy,"  etc.,  etc.     Attention 
was  invited  to  this  paragraph  by  a  distinguished  general,  hjDo 
means  unfriendly  to  McClellan,  with  the  observation,  "Who 
could  this  be  aimed  at  but  the  commander-in-chief?  How  coold 
the  Prince  know  the  American  people  except  through  him  ?"  A 
prominent  cavalry  commander  heard  the  Prince  make  the  verj 
same  remark. 

Arrived  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Richmond,  he  posted 
his  forces  so  as  to  violate  one  of  the  plainest  rules  of  strategji 
or  grand  tactics ;  so  as  absolutely  to  invite  that  attack  of  Joi 
Johnston,  which  nearly  crumbled  one  wing,  or  one-third  of  bis 
army.*  He  acted  as  if  totally  unaware  that  there  could  be  men 
in  his  front  who  would  see  quicker,  think  quicker,  plan  quicker, 
and  act  quicker  than  he  could.  There  was  one,  however, 
Kearnt,  in  the  Union  army,  if  no  more,  whose  quick  eyes  ooia- 
prehended,  and  whose  nimble  pen  prophesied  the  impending 
peril. 

On  the  28th  May,  Kearny  f  wrote  to  a  correspondent:  '*And 
now  to  our  present  affairs.     They  seem  to  move  on  tolerably, 

•  '^The  best  method  of  defending  a  river,  says  Dumas  quoting  Von  Bulow,  xx.18^** 
then  to  hold  the  armj  assembled  at  some  distance  Arom  the  shore  and  ftU  Yigorotfiy 
upon  the  enemy  as  soon  as  he  has  affected  the  crossing/'  This  proposition  is  identictl 
with  that  demonstrated  by  Johnston. 

t  The  following  cotcmporaneons  anecdotes  of  Ekarny  fh)m  Chaplain  Harks*  Pn* 
insula  Campaign  in  Virginia  are  graphic  and  interesting.  *  *  * 

A.  M.  Aaer  reaching  headquarters,  learned  of  General  (Seth)*  WnxiAXS  (Asst.AdJt- 
Gen.  A.  of  P.),  that  General  Kkarnt  was  upon  the  left  wing  of  the  army  at  Baltimors 
crosi-roadfl,  and  would  cross  the  ChickahomLny  at  Bottom  Bridge,  and  that  I  wu  teB7 
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bat  without  vitality,  and  with  hourly  signs  of  a  want  of  talent 
and  administration.  We  are  likely  to  have  a  full  battle  in  a 
ttery  tew  hours.  I  confess  myself  not  over  sanguine  with  it.  By 
tnismauagement  the  army  has  lost  ooe-third  (by  sickness  and 
itragglcrs)  since  leaving  Yorktown.  Those  brigades  within  my 
bearing  ouly  average  about  two  thoueand,  instead  of  over  threo 
Uiousand;  they  should  bo  four  thousand.  But  this  is  not  all ; 
UcClbllan,  most  unfortunulely,  is  putting  uji  every  three  or 
Ebnr  miles,  or  less,  successive  lines  of  rific-pits,  miles  in  length, 
thus  too  openly  imparting  to  the  soldiers  bis  own  personal  dis- 
trust of  tbem."  In  another  letter  he  writes  thus:  "We  aro 
the  eve  of  a  great  battle,  which  is  to  decide  the  fate  of 
Virginia.  The  enemy  will  fight  well,  although  shaken  by  the 
flefeat  at  Williamsburg.  I  presume  that,  after  our  lead  ofl'  the 
ilher  day,  the  rest  of  ihe  army  will  fight  well ;  but  MoCleu-an" 
hu  been  most  injudicious,  with  Lis  ill-organized  marches  and 
Buy  perraisflion  to  the  men  to  escape  home,  or  be  sent  back  on 


npmeat  bHjrond  iIib 
IdUi'b  of  Rtihmond, 
■c  repoHcd  lo  Oono- 
d  rifqnsHled  Uitt  Ue 


lltaen  mile*  from  mj  nglliieilt.  And  hare  1  aufpsuecfut  *  mou 
>  tlie  anUurm  conriesr  ot  thla  eiccU^Dt  oOtciir  WiLUatn,  vSio  t 
tree  loci  Ibe  arbcnltr  ofl  true  gen  lie  dud  sDd  the  paUent  htodi 

Rkg«  Ua.  Tba  fultuwlcg  moTalng  (Hxb  Miy)  I  reaclibd  onr  vni 
mlp/.  ind  wMf  grallfled  to  lean  Ibnt  vn  wen  wlUiln  le 
aot  Rod  Ihe  (ieiidqa«rl«ra  of  OeDeral  Kkabht,  aod  there 
id  Juiuos  tlKcoiidltloaof  tlieflckufi>arl>rlgid<^lenhehlDd, 

ten  lu  »end  buck  ImraoB  sad  bofplul  iitoivF. 
I  Vci7  •QOil  iner  Oriienl  JmnoN  rode  to  ttae  beadquaner*  at  Oanenl  Kkabnt  and 
0 him  Bjy  aiaiemenl.   Id  a  tew  niianles  aoordBrljc»niplntooiire»ni|i  bMclpj! 
from  Goneral  Kkibst.  "  Ihal  Chaplain  M»rk»  sbonld  reprn  h'mf  elf  al  bla 
I  cunfes!  T  nidn  le  hie  beadiiaaricn  wltb  auij  mlfelvlDsB,  R>r  I  had  n^it 
landed,  lo  the  OeDerat  hlmeelf.    WbUD  1  ciuoe  Dp  lo  bU  lent  door,  I 
1  aabered  loio  hl»  presence  bj  an  orderlr  — hi»  Jau  wu  frowDlae. 
Hov  U  it.  ritr,"  aald  be,  *'that  yoa  dhl  not  report  I0  me  In  pcrfon  V" 
BxeiM  ms.  Keneral."  I  Hid,  '-I  did  Dot  think  mr  report  ofFiifflclcnC  eoseeiiiieura 
ms  to  troDblu  ;aa  wltb  It,  and  I  declined,  ae  Boob  u  I  could  And  yi>ur 
1.  to  mporl  to  ;oa  In  porHoD ;  bnt  lu  tbe  iDeuiilniG  meeilngOoneral  Jaue. 
r.Ireparted  to  lilin  the  condition  or  the  tick  In  bl*t"iEid£," 
■W«n."Mldhe,  "rem  reported  thai  Pick  men  In  my  dlvlnion  were  lylnj;  In  the  wood" 

I  BO  npa  had  looked  after  them  fiace  wo  Irft  1  1b  Uiat  (o.  air  r " 
;  "Tee.alf." 
•■^Tb;.  eir.  did  jon  brlBg  back  a  report  bo  calCDjUod  to  demomllie  and  dlaheanen 

Cad  to  none  bnt  to  Sen 
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tho  sligUtesl  pretext,  of  sickueas.  McCugi-lax  has  hmio  tfiO 
alow;  he  should  liave  aunihilat^d  the  enemy  in  Willianubnrg 
Lefore  they  could  have  reached  the  Chlckaliomiiiy.  UnlU 
within  three  days  he  evidently  hml  no  fixed  plan  of  action; 
since  then  he  has  done  bettor.  The  battle  will  be  on  Wedni-s- 
day.  UnlesB  a  Bull  Run,  it  will  he  full  riucceaa ;  if  a  Bnll  Knn, 
I  expect  that  my  division  will  be  tho  only  one  to  escape.  I 
hnve  my  men  completely  in  hand;  they  became  very  enthusi- 
astic for  me,  but  I  have  seen  so  much  mismanagement  that 
nothing  will  take  me  iiuawares."  We  did  have  "  a  fall  batilo 
in  a  very  few  hours;  it  was  tbe  battle  of  Fair  Oaks,  called  by 
the  rebels  Seven  Pines," 


II,  lir.  why  did  yDD 


"Slr/^  I  replied,  '^I«hw  the  Ia«c  nun  brought  k 
iDldi  ud  wood*  wu  in  Ibe  hnrplul." 

"Wen.  ilr,"  n[iitiis  *  lltt]o,'-joa  mart  obey  ordon.  SayDoUilng  abotit  Ihll  In 
Minp,  ctwplaln ;  OTerytblng  relating  ui  my  ilck  men  loncbei  my  bcirl.  Til  hate  a«*- 
«<ou  Ibr  TOC  tRBln.  chRplalD.  Don  gu :  but  beruaHir  obey  oiden." 

I  bowed  and  ten  Cbe  lent.  From  Itam  bonr  General  KlAUnwai  mrwaiiBeM  Mtwl, 
and  InvarUb);  treatod  mo  wltb  the  gnateai  kindnes*. 

A.  U.  »-P*ge  1».  ■- About  Uila  lime  1  recelied  the  followlni;  lettor  from  Otiotai 
KlittiKT,  vrblch  1  iDlrodncc  heruai  an  lUaitrattuu  otbla  walchlDl  iDlerol  aod  rue  fot 


gioryofo. 


^orui 


HiinE  u  It  doe 


enllmi 


anil;  w 


"Iftbcre  bHb«eu  oi 


tollEitnde  toi  tbe  •! 


e  mofe  free  to  aepanla  mjieif  frc 
if  attack.  I  will  cior  be  found  a 
.t  reepectruIlT  yont  obedient  acrvi 


"  The  Rer.  Dr.  Marks,  Cki^laifi  WH  Sis'.  Pa.  VbU." 

Geni^nl  KJeabht  In  evcrjibing  whlcb  could  cITbcI  th 
foLlowinK  order,  wbieb  the  writer  picked  np  b;  accid< 
of  a  citiaen  of  New  Jene;.  wbn.  donbtJcai.  bod  been 
Ihim  Ibat  aCale.    IL  li  rerj  simple,  aj 


jiKrEsa.  Tnnm  DrruiOR,  1 
s  Ouu.  Juue  IB.  im.  f 
nti  of  jronr  noble  aud  aaatmllc 

DB  more  aiDTlbly  the  atnlce  joo 

\eK  I  bare  bltbMto  labertoaaly, 
L  aa  an  offlcer.  It  haa  Ivwis  In  aj 
D  And  In  JOB  a  wrone  toaillNtiit ; 
m  Ibe  carei  of  belDe  tin  th*  ipol 
lonaUDt  TlaiUr  of  tbe  bospttala. 

"  P.  KSARNY.  Bng.-OtB. 

ncecwinl  TlelUnee  eiervlKd  by 
B  bpailb  of  hia  iroopt,  than  tha 
ml.  at  the  anctlOD  nf  ibe  aAcU 
nne  nf  KiAiun-a  rtrtl  Brleute 
,  and  at  flrtt  blush  soenis  of  Utile  Importante.  hg) 
Del  In  faTot  of  that  iroomuuidflr  who,  If  be  h«! 
lespente  venluree  In  Ihs  baillo  BeM,  ne<ertbrl«a 
lb  the  lollcltode  of  a  mUllarji,  iDd,  thenlwe,  ■  tralj    i 
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It  is  well  to  reflect  if  the  s&me  volumes  from  wblcb  Keakky 
had  derived  lits  info  nan  tion  were  not  eqaally  open  to  McClbl- 

In  the  hifitorf  of  war  it  is  eeldom  that  a  general  is  found  who 
exhibits  a  greater  uompound  of  caution,  where  tbat  quality  was 
the  Icey  to  success,  and  audacity,  when  the  opposite  was  the 
essential  of  the  hour,  than  Fekdikand  of  Brunbwilk, 

Napoleon,  in  his  observations  on  Fkudikand's  cauipaigu  of 
1733,  remarks:  "The  duke,  no  doubt,  made  a  brilliant  eam- 
piugn,  but  biii  glory  wau  so  feebly  contested  tbat  it  would  be 
small  if  he  had  not  other  and  more  solid  titlesto  prove  his 
talents  and  his  ability. 

"  (1.)  His  passage  of  the  Rhine  was  contrary  to  every  ruie. 
He  remained  several  days  on  the  left  of  that  river  separated 
from  two-thirds  of  his  own  army,  *  •  The  plan  of  the  dnke 
waa  vicious.  If  Chkvkkt  had  succeeded  in  getting  possession 
of  the  Bridge  of  Itees,  his  arniy  would  have  been  lost.  *  * 
(3.)  The  plan  of  the  duke,  at  the  battle  of  Creveldt,  was  con- 
trary lo  the  rule :  '  Never  sepai'ate  one  wing  of  your  army  from 
the  other,  so  that  your  enemy  can  thrust  himself  in  the  interval.' 
FsHDiNuiD  divided  bis  lijie  of  battle  into  three  parts,  separated 
from  each  other  by  long  intervals  and  defiles.     He  turned  a 

hole  army  with  a  corps- in-lhe-nir,  not  supported,  which  {this 
corps)  ought  to  have  been  enveloped  and  captured," 
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Let  us  see  if  these  pomarks  do  not  apply  almost  to  the  letter 
to  MoClellan.  In  the  first  pliice  he  did  exactly  what  NAroLEos 
blamed  the  duke  Ferdinand  for  doing.  He  massed  more  thnn 
two-lhirds  of  his  army  to  the  north  of  the  Chickahomiiiy,  send- 
ing one-third,*  with  only  a  single  connection  across  that  treach- 
crouB  stream,  for  that  fearfnl  storm  of  the  afternoon  and  nigliL 
of  30th  May — almost  unprecedented  in  the  memory  of  man — 
swept  away  every  other  means  of  comraunicatiou. 

Terrible  indeed  was  that  stonn.  The  rain  came  down  in 
tropic  torrents,  and  the  lightning  descended  not  in  flas^hes,  hot 
in  sheets  of  flame,  seeming  from  time  to  time  to  envelop  the 
whole  bivouacs  in  its  lurid  glare.  An  officer  of  the  Sicklbs,  or 
"^Excelsior"  brigade,  a  tnithftil,  matter-of-fact  man,  stated  it 
WT13  horrible  to  witness,  and  described  the  electric  fire  as  nin- 
ning  again  and  again  along  the  line  of  stacked  muskets,  "tip- 
ping the  points  of  the  bayonets  with  flashes  like  jets  of  gas." 

As  soon  as  Johnston  know  of  this  dislocation  of  the  Union 
line,  ho  determined  to  attack,  and  coming  out  of  Richmond, 
distant  seven  miles,  he  fell  furiously  on  Casev*s  division,  Iheti 
partially  entrenched  near  Fair  Oaks,  Greeley  is  clear  on  tbo 
point.  Caset  fought  very  well  for  a  time,  but  he  was  soon 
flanked,  and  his  command  crumbled  away  into  a  rout,  expoaei] 
aait  was  to  a  galling  tire  In  front,  flanks  and  rear.f    Keaent  waa 

•  Pruick  Echini  owed  lilu  arenl  vlctorir  al  Zeafs, 
ottha  Tnrlw ;  FBEDEniCE  BMrly  losl  the  buttle  of  Pn 
ov  ADHALT  DiHAiI  on  Iht  right  bunk  of  the  Uoldli 
tnir:  the  Akcsdcki  Chxble*  could  lh*nk  each  an  ImpindCDcB  oh  II 
UKiN  for  thB  onlj  decided  laasera  ho  gained  orer  hli  gre«t  idienii 
lMD:and*C  Dreaden,  In  ISIE,  tlie  rkM  Im>  (oaulasd  bj  tho  Anflrli 
their  nlng  being  Mparatod  rrom  Iha  rest  ot  the  Allied  armr  liy  a  radi 
rj>  HQch  a  Htreatn  He  the  Glilcluhomloy.    Mr:Ci.ELLAH  repFated  it  Al 
ml^iske  In  tha  PaDlmDla.    Hare,  iivId.  In  Beptvmber.  hli  anOT  wsi 
Uuytand  rirDr  B9  It  ntti  a  ckmal  tho  ChlckahorDtnr  Id  May  and  Janp. 
roilized  the  labfeqai 
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|:or(lcr«tl  up  to  re-estnbliab  tlie  crushfiJ  line.  For  two  hours  and 
II  half  lie  fought  gallantly  agaiiiHt  a  confident  enemy;  convinced 
•II  ibe  time  that  the  true  proceeding  would  have  been  to  rc- 
Bommence  the  attack  from  a  firm  second  line,  instead  of  an  oii- 
a^'aiiing  attempt  to  re-eBtablish  the  first.  But  he  complained 
that  the  injustice  doue  to  liiia  at  Williamsburg,  by  giving  to 
ftDOther  General  the  praise  which  was  due  to  him  and  others, 
had  dampened  the  ardor  of  liia  men  and  reduced  their  morale. 
Kotbing  is  so  contagious  among  troops  as  the  inflaence  of 
apathy  or  lethargy,  or  injustice  in  a  commander,  especially 
Vhen  the  enterprising  and  audacious  feel  that  their  efforts  and 
^ttrage  arc  ignored  and  depreciated.  Although  unable  to  puali 
ihv  enemy,  and  at  one  time  nearly  Riirroimded,  so  ihut  only  oije 
bno  of  retreat  into  White  Oak  Swamp  remained  open,  and  thus 
greatly  threatened,  Kearxt  held  his  own,  and  kept  tlic  field 
till  the  head  of  Sumner's  column,  having  pushed  acroB»i 
the  Chickahominy  Swamp,  struck  the  enemy's  line  and  sejit 
bim  reeling  in  disorder  from  the  parts  of  the  field  he  bad 
^ined. 

Month9bi;fore,KBAR"(Yhad  pronounced  JoHN'STON  a  very  slow 
nan  for  the  offensive,  althongh  liir  the  defensive  and  offenaive- 
lefensive  he  displayed  a  masterly  ability  {witness  bis  retreat 
Iwfore  SacKUAK  in  1 884) ;  and  the  event  at  Seven  Pines  proved 
ibe  truth  of  this  estimate.  Had  the  furious  onset  made  upon 
E^ASBT  and  continued  upon  CorcH,  taken  place  at  nine  or  ten 
)'cIock  in  the  day,  the  rout  of  the  two  corps  would  have  been 
lomplete  before  reinforcements  could  have  crossed  the  Chicka- 
tominy  and  its  flooded  swamps.  But  Kearny  was  able  to  SAVe 
lie  day  here,  as  be  had  before  at  Williamsburg,  by  hard-hitting 
ind  stubborn  holding  on  at  a  critical  time.'*     His  own  account 


bend  »r  til 


If  Gemnl*  HnSTii-ntAH.  UoostR.  Skiiiier. 

B  t&l>  dsr  more  iIird  la'UInca  the  repuiiiloD  hr  had  oblilned  ml 
IM»*dof  Ihstllcir-ilghtedneM,  and  cnoraue.  »lid  proplienE  prog 
fortilon  and  movemenn  oflhc  enciay,  which  h»tft  jIocp  placed  him 
itmf  of  the  t^:)loro■c.  Oeneisl  Kkibxt  ^ioimH  Mtni^  iguat  Co  ererg 
Imtv  dangtr.  and  rUHng  hit  ^e  In  Oe  mail  hatarJoui  podnoni.    Bit  mm  mrmnl  to  it 

R ■-  q^pfrfomtng  anylUng  unair  hit  ri/r.  Jbr  t^rlr  mnjirlmft  hi  Ml  roiiragtana  miH- 

tragi  icai  unliounilid.    l/iaM  <^m  titnril  On  men  qxnjt  at  Ihe  camp-Jlru  if  hit  un- 
anlitat  during  MA  iff  thatt  itgyi."— Cbaflaih  JlAnse'  Pmlnnita  Campaign, 
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of  the  battle,  thongh  only  a  hasty  dash  written  on  the  day  fol- 
lowing,  is  lively  and  graphic : 

"As  the  battle  came  off  quite  unexpectedly  yesterday,  I 
hasten  to  send  you  a  line,  knowing  how  anxious  you  will  be, 
and  to  say  that  I  thank  God  that  the  great  risks  (for  it  was 
again  a  crisis  of  saving  a  runaway  people)  I  ran  have  not  re- 
sulted in  even  a  light  wound.  I  was  visiting  some  friends  the 
other  side  of  the  Chickahominy,  some  five  or  six  miles  off,  when 
a  rattle  of  musketry  was  heard,  and  I  instantly  felt  that  I  was 
concerned  in  it.  So,  moimting,  I  galloped  back,  and  was  just 
in  time  to  lead  my  men  some  miles  to  the  front,  to  save  a  huge 
corps  that  had  run  like  good  fellows  at  the  first  attack  Thii 
time  it  was  an  old  acquaintance  in  Mexico,  General  Casey, 
whose  men  gave  way  most  shamefully — filling  the  roads  from 
the  battle-field  to  our  camp,  three  and  a  half  miles,  and  ran 
away  worse  than  at  Bull  Run.  I  am  used  to  many  strange 
sights,  but  when  I  saw  before  the  race  of  the  fugitives  a  whole 
line  of  wagons  going  full  tilt,  I  thought  that  many  a  pretty 
bold  man  might  well  have  his  senses  turned.  Then  came  a 
stream  of  fugitives,  and  finally  they  poured  in,  in  masses.  My 
superior  (IIeintzelman)  had  previously  ordered  me  to  leave  a 
brigade  in  the  rear.  lie  then  first  sent  to  me  .to  send  away  one 
brigade  by  the  railroad,  quite  away  from  my  control,  and  then 
a  brigade  up  to  the  battle-field.  I  accompanied  this,  ordered . 
up,  at  my  own  responsibility,  my  absent  brigade  (Jamesox's), 
and  pushed  on  at  a  fearful  pace.  I  got  under  fire,  as  usual,  and 
was  sent  to  charge,  while  thousands  of  those  I  came  to  help 
were  left  quietly  to  be  passed  by,  by  me,  and  crouch  down  in 
the  rifle-pits  and  fortifications.  We  put  right  in,  and  I  drove 
back  the  enemy ;  but  McClellan's  injustice  has  changed  my 
men.  They  followed  me,  after  a  fashion,  but  were  cold  ana 
slow ;  still,  I  won  everything.  When  the  enemy  got  behind  ns, 
and  the  troops  in  the  rear  ran  like  sheep,  I  flew  to  them,  hur- 
rahed at  them,  waved  my  cap,  and  turning  them,  led  them  into  the 
fight  again.  I  had  hardly  done  this,  when  another  large  party 
of  the  enemy  stole  in  behind  my  brigade,  and  I  was  nearly  cut 
off  from  my  own  men ;  but  rushing  to  a  wood  near  by  I  made  a 
stand.  However,  I  looked  back  at  my  recent  borrowed  followers, 
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and  found  them  and  all  the  otherfl — soiiip  seven  or  eight  thon- 
Band  of  that  line  {Keyes'  Corps)— running  like  good  fellows, 
and  masses  of  the  enemy  regularly  hut  surely,  raiiidly  and 
Btenily  pursuing  them,  keeping  the  only  reported  roads  of  re- 
treat.    Thinks  I  to  mj'selt',  I  am  cut  off,  me  and  mine, 

"  Most  fortunately,  I  had  that  very  morning  examined,  with 
a  fine  guide,  all  that  secret,  locked-iip  country  of  forcBts  and 
swamps.  I  saw  that  they  hoped  to  cut  mo  off  from  retreat  by 
getting  between  mo  aud  Wliitc  Oak  Swamp.  By  this  time  a 
regiment  of  mine,  attracted  by  the  firing  in  their  rear,  osme 
along  ill  the  woods,  I  eharged  the  enemy  in  rear,  and 
would  have  gained  the  day  hut  for  contlnnous  reinforcements. 
But  I  fought  them  long  enough  to  enable  all  my  Intercepted 
regiments  to  retire  by  a  aecret  road  through  the  swamp;  got' 
back  to  ray  position — a  very  strong  one,  from  which  I  should 
not  liftve  been  taken^before  the  enemy  arrived  there,  and  agaia 
oS'ered  the  nolo  barrier,  when  all  else  was  confusion.  Still,  this 
was  not  victory.  It  was  the  first  time  that  I  had  not  slept  on 
the  battle-field,  and  but  for  the  mismanagement  as  to  our  battle 
at  Williamsburg,  I  would  have  hocn  victorious  here  too.  Still  it 
is  most  infecting  to  be  sent  for  to  restore  a  fight,  and  see  hordes 
of  others,  panic-stricken,  disobedient,  craven,  and  downcast. 
Anywhere  it  is  a  disagreeable  sight  to  see  the  wounded  being 
carrieil  off  the  field  of  battle,  even  from  a  vicloriotis  one.  I 
have  again  had  an  aid  wounded,  and  lost  a  beautiful  bay  colt, 
which  was  shot  from  under  me.  I  was  not  so  long,  hut  at  tlmea 
more  exposed  than  ever ;  my  colt  being  very  fractious,  kept  rae, 
while  plunging,  in  a  perfect  current  of  cannon  and  rifle  balls, 
and  alone  in  the  face  of  too  many  scamps  who  seemed  to  pick 
me  out/  It  was  at  this  time  that  my  colt  received  his  first 
wound ;  an  hour  later  he  was  killed  under  me,  and  I  mounted 
the  horse  of  an  adjutant  who  chanced  to  follow." 

By  way  of  illustrating  the  felicity  of  his  military  stylo,  and 
the  ringing  eloquence  with  which  he  addressed  hin  men  after 
the  smoke  of  battle  had  cleared  away,  two  of  his  general  orders 
are  given,  the  first  issued  a  few  days  after  Fair  Oaks,  the 
second  a  short  time  after  Mnlvcni  Ilill : 
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"GekebalObdebsNo.  15.— Breve  Regimenta  of  the  Division:  you  hsveirofi 
Tor  UB  B  high  repautioo.  The  connCrj  is  asiisSed.  your  frieads  ai  home  »n 
proud  of  fou.  After  tvo  battlct  and  victories,  purchased  with  much  blood, 
you  ms;  be  counted  ns  veletaoB,  1  nppeal,  theo,  to  your  erperieocu,  lo  your 
persoDal  observation,  to  jour  high  iot^Uigeuue,  to  put  in  practice  oo  ibe  biltle- 
Seld  tbe  discipline  jou  bsva  ocquired  in  camp.  It  will  enable  you  to  conqoar 
witli  more  cerlBinly  and  less  loiB. 

2.  Sboulder-Btrapa  and  cherronB:  you  are  marked  meo,  you  must  erer  tw 
in  fraat.  Colonels  nod  field-ofCcerg  :  when  it  comeB  to  the  bayonet,  lead  tb* 
charge;  at  other  ttroea  circulate  among  your  men,  and  euperviae,  keep  officem 
and  Eiea  to  their  rouBiitiited  conunaiidB,  Btimulate  the  laggard,  brand  the 
coward,  direct  the  brave,  prevent  ootupaniea  from  "liuddliug  up"  or  mixing. 

2.  Marksmen:  never  in  the  fight  cheapen  your  rides;  wben  yoi>  fire,  make 
■ure  and  hit.  In  woods  and  abattis  one  man  id  three  is  to  Qre,  the  olhera  r«- 
aerve  their  loada  lo  repel  an  onset,  or  lo  head  a  rush.  It  la  with  short  rnabes 
aod  Ihla  extra  Qre.  from  time  to  time,  tbat  much  ground  is  gained.  Each 
man  up  in  firat  line,  none  delaying,  ahare  daogsr  altks — then  the  peril  aod 
lOBS  will  be  small. 

1.  Uen:  you  brave  individuals  in  the  ranki,  whose  worth  and  daring, 
DukDOWD  perhaps  to  your  Buperiors,  but  recognized  by  your  comrailr*, 
ioliuence  more  than  others.  I  know  that  yon  eilat,  I  hare  watched  you  in 
the  Qre;  your  merit  ia  sure  to  have  its  recompense.  Tour  comrades  M  Che 
bivouBc  will  report  your  deeda,  and  it  will  gladden  your  families;  in  the  end 
you  will  be  broiigbt  before  the  (your)  country. 

5.  Culor-bearers  of  regimenta;  bear  them  proudly  in  the  fight,  erect  and 
deQaatly  in  the  first  line.  It  will  caat  terror  into  the  opponents  to  aee  it  «ut- 
isined  and  carried  forward.  Let  it  be  the  beacon- light  of  each  regimeot.  Ths 
noblest  inscriptions  on  your  banner  are  the  traces  of  the  balls. 

G.  Again,  noble  divisions,  I  wish  you  success  and  new  victorias,  nnlil  tliv 
canae  of  our  sacred  Union  being  triumphant,  yoa  return  honored  lo  jaut 


"  Oekeral  OnhEaa  Ho.  27.  — Brave  Comradea:  As  one  of  your  Genorala 
who  has  shared  io  your  penis,  so  I  sympathize  in  your  cheers  for  victory 
when  I  pass.  The  name  of  this  Division  is  msrked.  Southern  records  ara 
full  of  you.  In  attack  you  bavedrlveo  them,  whenasaalled  you  have  repulsad 
them.  Be  It  so  lo  the  end.  Hew  regiments,  we  give  you  a  nsme,  engraft  oa 
it  ft^ah  laurels. 

Comrades  in  bsttle:  Let  our  greeting  be  a  cry  of  defiaace  to  our  foe ;  after 
the  Sght,  one  greeting  of  victory  for  ourselvea.  This  done,  remember  thai. 
like  yoursetvea,  I  have  duties  of  labor,  in  which  I  must  move  unobaeiTSd,  u 
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ft  ime  brother  in  baad  and  Leart  of  this  ojr  Warrior- DlvUioii-ramil}'.    Buccefs 
•tCend  jou." 

On  the  same  ilay  on  wliich  Le  issued  tliis  order,  he  wrote  As 
follows  to  a  military  i'rieml  in  regard  to  tbe  buttle  of  tlie  3Ist 
of  May,  and  iheii  tliu  affiiU-  of  the  following  day : 

"Since  then  (5<h)  we  have  listl  aooLber  severe  aiTtir  at.  Fair  Oaks  SutiOD. 
I  whipped  all  before  me ;  but  1,30U  men  o(U  or  5,000  ;  I  was  cut  off.  faced  thf< 
Tblrtf-aeveutb  Nnv  York,  CoL  Hi  yuan,  to  tbelr  rear,  atlai^ked  the  seeoDd 
line  of  the  fuern;  (from  loiuo  wood*)  iu  their  right  rear,  after  their  firat  line, 
having  oved  ia  our  ceLiier,  bud  occupied  our  liie  of  retreat,  nnd  swept  hj  csai 
^UMter  at  a  mile,  ll  was  '  pull  Diirk,  pull  Devil.'  I  gave  time  lo  the  rest  of 
(he  dlviaioa  to  retire  bj  a  '  detour,'  aud  at  one  time  I  Saltered  m.raeif  that  I 
would  turo  the  tables  oa  the  euemy,  but  cbeir  admirable  conduct,  and  the 
DiBi-iies  still  m  reser?!^,  euabled  them  to  form  a  Strang  line  and  nearl;  auTTOund 
m  u  m  a  rini;.  It  was  at  tbis  lime  that  I  lost  my  beautiful  foor.jear-old 
iff  coll,  a  noble  charger,  shot  in  the  jugular.  However,  as  I  knew  t'lom  some 
verj  fonuQalo  reOonnoiBBances  tbit  very  day  (an  old  oaviliy  habit),  cerlaui 
t-liud  roada  through  the  swamp,  1  got  off  mj  people,  aud  had  them  le-eetah- 
likhed  in  the  cump,  fortiSed  tinea  from  which  I  had  beeo  most  bluudKringty 
Mai  forth — after  the  troops  io  front  (Gab&\''b  DlrieioD)  had  reached  mj  position 
(liefore  I  started  to  go  forward  the  three  miles)  in  a  moat  perfectly  dilapidated 
rauditioo.  *  *  ■  As  for  that  matter,  it  amused  me  not  a  little,  when 
I  iTTived  Qoder  Qre.  to  find  ■  •  •  whose  men  had  proved  so  light- 
hc«lcd,  all  but  some  leas  active  minded,  nbo  aiill  '  impaaaively  '  lined  cerlsin 
ti«r  hfle-pita.  calmly  looking  aa  if  iio  thought  it  all  right  foriiis  people  lo  run. 
*  •  ■  With  all  my  iuaiiuctive  habit  of  goiug  ahead,  it  did  eeem  a  Uttle 
ridiculous  lo  he  sent  for  tlie  wliule  of  three  miles  to  go  in  for  oiiier  people, 
about  oa  mauy  hundreds  of  yards,  A  bristling  ahaltis  and  deose  copses,  onM 
aura,  now  theira,  were  perfect  specimeua  of  dra-work.  But  my  Ulchlgan 
SbaqMboutcrs  soon  got  employed  in  thr  flame  way.  Behrt'b  Brigade,  and  aoon 
mtitt.  »ome  Que  Moiiutain  Boys  from  reunsylvanis,  under  Genaral  Jaueso.n, 
sbh  kll  worked  to  a  marvel  during  two  hours,  *  ■  *  •  when  the  brilliant 
DiJilxeuverUig  of  the  Soulhemers,  witli  overwhelming  uumbt'rs  of  clock-worlc 
men  (I  never  saw  such  diacipliue  under  Sre,  even  with  the  French),  mathe- 
iDbtleally  forced  our  center  (the  residue  of  KirEs'  Corps,  etc)  to  cave  to,  and 
leave  poor  me  in  theluri-h.  Uy  lusa  bad  beuQ  torriHc — Qi>;epting  thoae  of  (be 
TlifriT.eevenib  New  York,  who  helped  us  hone — all  received  in  vlctonnnia 
•drat;ce;  but  I  at  least,  as  the  phrase  guee,  have  the  aaliBfactioD  of  having 
mauled  on  the  field  two  of  theirs  fur  one  of  ours.  Still,  all  this,  though  de>> 
]H'rala  flt^hliug,  unusual  in  wur,  unsiirpoBsed  in  Europe,  ia  conducive  of  Co 
result*.  Al  Williamiburg,  id  UDCiampled  success  at  a  tremendous  price,  an 
affair  that  never  should  hnvo  been  gollcu  into  to  that  depth,  resulted  vainly, 
from  UuClkllak  uol  pureuing  and  preventing  tbeir 'debris'  (wrecks)  froa 
41 
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oromiDB  tbe  Chick «bom Inf.  It  had  been  the  Bsnie  thing  when  lhe7  Ktreatrd 
paaic-BlrlukcQ  from  MunaoanB.  The  DgUt  an  Suturduy  (SOLh  Maj),  allbough, 
ua  a  surprise,— it  threw  buck  b  corpa  thai  neser  ehould  hitve  been  ui  blondor- 
iog]/  taoJated  and  Bdvaacrd, — was  not  a  victorf  for  them  (ibougU  n  defeat  f« 
BomB  of  \m).  aince  it  found  taj  diviaion  back  in  my  emreoched  camp,  pr«pH«d 
to  defy  them,  and  since  lbs  da;  foUowing.  one  of  taj  brigsdea  and  other  «troag 
detacbmeota  under  8CUKBR,  drove  back  once  more  tboir  adTBsoe  pcsti,  irliota 
tbay  h&d  left  near  ua,  and  which,  if  foUoCT'ed  up,  might  have  pveo  forth  fnilt. 
Still  It  maa  not.  It  only  pro?ea  that  McCiellab  »  •  •  is  uiieriyBod 
ebaolutely  unlit  for  his  place,  and  ia  it  surprising  that  it  should  be  Bo,  when 
one  reSccta  that  without  having  mads  any  aanaation  In  Uutco.  ilint  ob  a  rhw 
repute  for  mathemnlice  and  railroad  direotorablp  Ln  Ilimois,  and  the  niMt 
ridiculously  trivial  baby-flghts  in  Weslern  Tirginia  (where  be  never  Icdt  Ibsl 
ha  ahould  baTa  been  lioniivd  into  a  chieftalnahip,  which  he  has  eiercis«d  wllb 
feroritLsm,  inJuBlice.  •  •  ■  ever  keeping  himself  purposely  in  the  K«r  in 
critical  aeaaona  to  ovoid  the  embarraanment  of  having  to  act  and  direct,  whea 
Utasulted.  And  I  have  only  to  add  that  we  ara  now  io  a  stupidly  peritouB 
condition;  for,  with  haJf  of  tbesimy — nith  wbidi  he  is  afraid  to  nislca  the  G(3|f 
milea  to  Richmond — he  keeps  this  half  of  it  exposed  Ibis  aide  of  th»  Chicll*> 
hominy,  with  every  bridge  carried  away  by  freahel,  and  iBipassable.  If  we 
escape  a  diaaater,  it  is  that  the  loaa  of  the  leceaaioDlata.  the  other  day,  via 
{notwithaUndiog  their  pluck)  too  severe  to  he  tried  twice,  Tbey  must  hava 
concentrated  against  us  on  points  vastly  auperior  forcea.*  I  am  (ure  thai  I 
could  count  as  before  me,  from  aouDd  and  aigbt,  treble  my  people.  It  ia  tnt, 
flat  UoClellin's  Ignoring  ua  *  *  has  disheartened  ns  all.  StiU,  if  fM 
vnee  'Mp,  you  Kiust  <Uii:aij3  whip.  It  becoma  a  vioj/  uj  doing  Iht  thing,  irsa  hAm 
Ott  lirarl  il  away. 

I  have  had  again  an  sid  wounded,  a  lieutenant  Mali.oh.  Poor  Wxlsox  nd 
BK,iiSA.Rb  CIO  never  bo  replaced;  warm  in  heart,  devuwd  Id  me.  trlllumt 
guile,  they  were  taleuMd  soldiers,  such  as  you  rarely  find  amongr  men." 

One  anecdote  from  a  participant  in  that  momeDtoiis  Btmggle 
is  worthy  of  insertion.  On  one  occaBion,  when  General  Mo 
Clklt-ah  rode  over  to  the  left  of  our  lines  in  front  of  Rii-hiuQnd, 
examining  General  Ueintzelman's  poaition,  Generals  Kearxt 
aud  H00K.EB  accompanying  him,  he  turned  to  the  veteran  corps 
commander  and  said:  "  What  of  your  position  here?  Can  you 
hold  it?"  II El JJTZKLM AS,  addressing  hia  nearest  snt^ordinalc, 
remarked:  "  What  say  yon.  General  IIook.ee?"  "lean  hold 
my  position,"  replied  Hookkk,  "against  one  hundred  ihuiisftiiil 
men,"     "Well,   Keab^tv,  what  say  you?"     "Well,"  rejoinvd 

•  For  a  cnmpnrl-on  to  JolinMon'B  Mr.legy  nt  Fair  Oaki.  eiamtn*  MncuiMfsKT' 
DutHLirsEr'a  "  Camialpi  in  France.  13J4,"  Chapter  li,  pugea  IIB.  lie. 
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Keakxt,  "  if  tile  Rpbcis  think  tbey  can  take  my  position,  let 
Ihom  come  and  try  it."  Tbese  answera  are  perfectly  eliarac- 
tL'ristic  of  tlie  two  men. 

Before  commiiting  the  criminal  error  of  dislocating  his  left  — 
Napolkon's  eapeoiiil  uh.irge  againflt  Fkhpinand  of  Erusswick 
— from  whose  fatal  conseqiieiiees  McCLELi-A^f  was  alone  preaerred 
hj  Kearst's  prompt  and  liard  ftghling,  and  by  the  patriotic  dtj- 
termination  of  Sdmnkb,  whose  one- man-will  served  as  a  bridge 
over  which  the  corps  hurried  on  the  afternoon  of  the  31st  of 
May  to  preserve  the  Union  left — McClklla.v,  meanwhile,  had 
committed  a  second  mistake.  This  is  the  very  one  to  which 
Nai'oleo!!  refers  as  the  Duke's  third  violation  of  the  rules  of 
war.  He  projected  his  right  wing  from  twelve  to  fourteen  miles 
in  ilie  air  on  the  plea  of  extending  a  hand  to  McDoweli., 
vrhose  most  advanced  outposts  were  from  eight  to  twenty  mil^s 
distant  on  an  air  line  to  ttie  northward. 

At  this  time,  McDowell's  main  army  was  at  Fredericksburg, 
eixty  miles  distant,  to  which  it  was  chained  by  the  timidity  of 
the  government  —  a  timidity  of  which  McClellan  was  per- 
ftctly  well  aware  from  the  moment  he  assumed  command  —  a 
timidity  which  his  own  over-caution  ought  to  have  made  liim 
llioroughly  appreciate  —  a  timidity  of  which  he  agnin  had 
proof  April  5ih,  while  before  Yorkiown  —  a  timidity  which 
ought  to  have  taught  him  not  to  compromise  his  own  army  in 
tJie  hope  of  receiving  any  re- enforcements  which  would  leave 
Washington  nncovercd.  No  mau  of  true  common  sense,  accus-' 
turned  to  judge  of  the  fnture  from  the  past,  would  have  baficd 
any  project  on  hopes  of  being  joined  by  the  "  Anny  of  Vir- 
ginia," as  it  was  afterward  named. 

Uero  the  observer  has  a  right  to  propound  the  question,  could 
PoirrER  have  maintained  himself,  when  so  dislocated,  at  Hau- 
ovor  Court  House,  until  McDoweu,  (that  is,  bis  army  in  force) 
arrived  ?  It  is  true  McClellah  claimed  for  him  a  "  glorious," 
a  "complete  victory,"  and  dispatched  to  Washington  a  jubilant, 
swelling  report,  which  Lincoln's  cominon  sense  pricked  with  a 
(dnglc  question.  This  glorious  victory  —  totally  destitute  of 
result  —  on  the  right,  STlh  May,  was  succeeded  on  the  aist,  by 
the  surprise  of  the  Union  left,  which  resulted  in  the  severe  bat- 
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tics  of  Fair  Oaks  and  Seven  Pines,  already  dwelt  on.  That 
lliis  Burpriso  did  not  result  in  tbe  destruction  of  our  forces  soiitli 
of  the  Chickahominy,  was  entirely  due  to  Kkakny's  bard 
fighting,  and  tenacious  holding,  and  "  vigilant "  Situneu's 
ifsoluiion  in  croasiug  to  the  rescue.  When  the  nest  day  tbe 
battle  was  renewed  and  won,  McClbllaji  could  or  would  not 
improve  it.  He  could  have  followed  the  "broken  and  dis- 
pirited" enemy  into  their  capital,  which  at  that  time  had  no 
defense  except  its  array  —  an  army  thoroughly  "beaten  and 
demoralized."  If  any  proof  was  necessary  to  demonstrate  in 
the  clearest  manner  that  the  administration  were  correct  in 
refusing  to  allow  McCi.kllan  to  absorb  McDowKix's  army, 
the  non-improvement  oC  Fair  Oaka  was  all-sufficient. 

HEPORTS. 

HBADQITARTBRS  THIRD  DIVISION,  HBXNTZELMAITS  COHFS.  I 

Ehtiuhoiied  Cute  Nkah  Sitioi'b,  Jojid  3,  ims.  ( 

Snt:  —On  the  Slit  allimd.  it  Ihrce  e.  u.,  I  reeeiTod  »n  ordCT  to  rrai  ■  Brlirida  Of  of 
DtTlilim.  by  tho  rslirond.  to  tiippnrt  Ktrns'  Cgr^iB,  »ii[d  to  bo  tvvonlj  engaged. 

BiiiHEr's  Brlgnde  was  deilgniitad,  and  getting  moit  promptly  nuder  armt.  adrmoeil 
lecordlnely. 

CaptAia  Bust,  AldtoOeDdml  tlBiNTEEi.iii.N.  arri ting  bam  Ibc  lltld.  ouuIl'  niFaw>r« 
or  the  dlrcomfltare  of  mosl  ot  Ca^ev's  Divlriuu,  The  rcllrlns  wagoni,  nud  a  dm* 
■tream  i>r  dliorBiniiud  fn|^livfe,  arrived  nearly  BlmDltaDi-'ourlj.  A*  x  prccantloD,  I 
onlinvd  lonis  picked  Micb!g«n  Uackstncn  and  a  nglmGnt  Id  procsed  and  uecnpjr  (Ji* 
dBn*«  wood!  bordering  on  Ihc  left  of  onr  poeltloii,  lo  like  in  Oanli  any  pDCmun.  t, 
bawerer.  loon  rccelvad  Oenonl  ExiNTXKLHiM'e  dincllona.  to  order  fbrward.  by  Ilia 
WUllimiitaurg  rood,  tbo  ronulnlng  Brlgnde.  und  to  lutrleve  Uie  poiltlon  the  eamej  bftd 
ilrbEa  <if  Ikim.  Iputtni/itlfattAtlifiairiflAtailiimailrtgimtiit'tDdti  [onrnrd  wllb- 
OQI  delay.  I  alio  Bentvrrittcn  order?  Cur  Jixisov's  Brl^e,  camped  at  oar  rttr-,Uiitnt, 
DenT  Bottom't  Brldeu  (three  mllee  In  tbu  rear),  to  coma  np  wltbont  delay.  Tlilr  toifat 
met  with  Oeacml  BKummaur'a  approval.  On  acrliliig  at  ibu  Raid  of  Inille,  m 
roDOd  certain  ^giag  rifle-pits  abclloring  crowds  of  men,  and  the  enemy  tiiag  Ihm 
nbattlrand  timber  Id  Ibelr  rront.  Oenontl  Casbt  remarked  to  me,  on  comlne  up:  "If 
yon  wiU  regain  our  late  camp,  the  day  vill  etltl  be  onn."  I  bad  but  the  Tblnl  Ulctilgu 
op,  bnt  they  moved  forward  with  alacrity,  da»hlng  Into  the  felled  tlmbet.  and  oun- 
menced  a  deapcrate  bai  determined  conteet.  hcedleae  of  tbe  vbell  and  ball  which  rstiwd 
upon  them.  ThU  regiment.  lh«  only  one  orBiKHiT'e  Brigade  not  engaged  at 
liurg.  at  tbe  price  of  a  soiera  low,  baa  already  out-vied  all  campetilora.  Ita 
day  was  conipletc.    Tblaro^mcntloBt:  — 

TblrdMlcblgonlntt  — 
OmcEBe  KUxKD :  — Captain  8.  A.  Jin>D,  CompaDy  A. 


•  Oenenl>  KEMi!n  and  Hooeeh  did  tbeir  part,  and  did  H  well,  u  every  one  <rlH 

admit  who  >aw  the  former  daablng  along  tbe  front  of  hla  line,  enconrtglng  bit  cam- 
mand  to  renewed  election,  and  beard  the  latter  eiclnlm  at  he  cmerited  fnmi  the  wmmU 
lulo  the  open  batlle-tleld,  "  Ml/  mm,  JUIOK  ke  t "  —  UftKipaprr  8lSp-) 
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•ODiim):  — Colooel  S.  0.  CHAMPLIN;  Csptnlii  S.  O.  LOWWO,  Cnm- 
p«Dy  F;  FIrel  LlootCD«iiU:*-G.  E.  lUDD,  CDinpiny  A:  N.  U.  PELTOS, 
Compooi;  C;  G.  W.  DODOB,  ComponyF;  H.I.  WHITS  ET,  Companj  G  ;  S. 
BKENNAN,  Compsny  I;  8pcondLlcnlen«nli:  — D.  0.  CKAWFOHD.  Company 

»;  J05EPKH  MASON. Compan j  I, « 

Toll!  oBlCBn  tilled  and  wonnded 10 

BnUstwl  moQ  killed a 

Bnllilod  men  wounded, Ill 

Xolisted  muD  mleelng, ]< 

Toulliw*. IM 

ne  compin;  or  dftf  picked  mukcmta  lost  lis  CipUln,  klUed,  lU  Llrolenut. 

iveatf-ali  men.     I  Uks  pleatnre  IQ  iwrtlcnlkriiing  Colonel  B.  Q. 

nd«i!,  Ueutenant-Colouol  A.  A.  Sibveih.  Mijor  PiBurt,  and  CipwUi* 

3.  C.  SxTTB  and  B.  S.  Pimn.  and  Lloalcnnnt  Q.  E.  Jitdd.    Thg  nexl  ri^glmrnt  that 

cams  np.  the  Filth  Michigan,  again  von  lanrtle  a*  IK'^b  *>  tboia  dua  tfaem  !bi  WU- 

BADUharE.    Ita  lout  then  was  uua  hundred  and  rortr-Iour,    lu  lait  Uils  day : 

Fifth  Michigan  lael — 

»n4.»p;  — Captain  LEWIS  D.  QOACKENBUSH,  CoropanyHi  Lleuten- 

Id  Adjolanl  CHAHLKa  H.  HUTCIIIXGS ..      t 

■worsnim:  — Llenienanl  J.  J.  KNOX,  Company  D;  C«pt»lnB:  — 0.  H. 

TEA  VERS,  Company  E;  WILaOS,  Company  G;  MILLEH,  Company  K, < 

Total  olllccti  killed  and  wonndod, , t 

BnllBtod  man  killed 30 

Enllaisd  men  wonndiJd, UB 

BnlUtfd  men  mining, 1 

TotilloM, ...^ lag 

ttt  noble  offlcen  did  Iheir  duty.  I  dlneled  General  BirBt.  with  hij  ngtmml.  to 
Uun  the  "Slarhlus*"  and,  flEbtl^K,  gain  the  open  groniid  on  Ihe  enemy'i  right  flank, 
Thla  wa*  parfuelly  accompUHhed.  The  Thlrty-serenth  New  Tnrk  was  arranged  In 
Cohuan  <<o  inpport  the  atuch.   Ita  aerrlces  In  the  aeqnel  proved  iDvaloahlB. 

ta  the  meanwhila.  my  remaining  Brigade,  the  One  UundriHl  and  Filth  and  SIxty.thIrd 
Fa&D>ylnnlan9,  came  ip  nnder  General  Jahbsok.  Ita«  other  two  le^menlt  havtCg  hem 
dtvaned,  one  to  BinHiT,  and  one  to  Peck,  It  ip  helleTed  that  tbey  did  well,  and  moat 
pTobatily  nigeni  reafona  eiirtcd,  but  1  matt  raptftfuUy  nbntU  that  U  in  to  tht  Mult- 
ranHiiPi  Hf  a  arnininlril  command  to  tati  mm  pom  Ihrir  haUlval  Irndin.  mtd  not  to 
Sf  oKlSAtKllMt  'hat  a  Jmtt,  thous^  «"<'*  DirlMai  ean  accompH/h  tht  nan*  remtlr, 
hW  Ut  fVfiiMunta  fAui  aSaOed  out  la  Hum  wAwn  llifg  nritAtr  buis  nor  Aan  fimf/M 
wOtr—al  ttietanu  %met3iaC  it  glminU/lft  Ihi full UgiHmatc  tphmif  Du  tommaitatr 
^  Ou,  SItMoiL  Of  theie  regimania  the  One  Hnndred  and  PiVth  waa  placed  In  the 
"BlMUBe."  now  vacated  by  the  obliqne  adiance  of  thn  Third  MlchlgBD.  whll* I  eljrht 
oonpaniet  of  the  Slity-thlrd  PennaylTanlana.  led  by  Lientcnant-Colonel  UABotii.  and 
UMt  aplrltedly  headed  by  General  JAaBOow.  aided  by  bis  daring  Chief  of  SUIT.  Ctptalh 
Pormi.  were  pothcd  Ihrongh  the  abatlh  («1*  jjordoni  ntrtr  woOl  now  ocmpl/'t  fty 
aM.  "d  nobly  repelled  a  strong  body  of  the  enemy,  who,  though  In  a  Jirong  line,  and 
coming  op  rtpldly  and  In  order.  Just  failed  to  reach  (lo  inpportl  thla  position  111  time, 
bat,  who,  nothing  daunted,  aud  with  a  cnnrnjn'  worthy  a  united  cauae.  batted  la  battle 
■nay,  and  poured  In  a  cointanl  heavy  roll  of  niaakeliy  jbp. 

Th«  One  Hnndrad  and  FKlb  loit  — 

:n:  — Caplaln  JOHN  C,  DOWLINQ,  Company  B;  Flrat  Lleatenant 
J.  P.  RCUMMrBKY,  CompanyD,  ...,....,.f ) 
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OrricEitf  PTorxDED :  —  Colonel  A.  A.  3f cKNIGHT ;  Capuins :  —  L.  C.  DUFF,  Coo- 
pany  D:  J.  W.  GREESAWALE.  Company  E:  R.  KIRK.  Company  F;  A  C. 
TUOMPSON.  C.>mpany  K;  Fii>t  Lieuicnant*:— S.  A.  CRAIG,  Compinj  B; 
C.  C.  MARKLE,  C«.nip«uy  E;  JAMES  B.  GAGGIE,  Company  F;  Second  lieu- 
tenant A.  J.  SHIPLEY.  Company  E, 1. 

Total  ofBcen*  killed  and  woonded 11 

Enlijitefl  men  killed 81 

£nli:>te'i  men  wounded 115 

Enlisted  men  ml^^ini; O 

Total  loss, S6 

Sixty-third  Pennsylvacia  Volunteers  lost  — 

OmcER-  killed:  — F;r»:  Lii  utrii.'int  IIEXRY  XllTlST,  Company  C I 

(JmcKiiB  wouxded:  —  Lioat'-'nint-Colonil  A.  S.  M.  MORGAN  :  Adjutant  GEOROS 
P.  CORTES ;  Quart trma^ier  W.  N.  HAYMAKER  ;  Captain  JOHN  A.  DEINRES, 
Company  E:  Fir?t  Lieutenant  T.  L.  MAYNARD,  Company  B;  Second  Lieu- 
tenant, L.  I.  MOREHEAD.  Company  G ;  Acting  Second  Lieutenant  G.  E. 
GROSS,  Company  D ^ 

Total  officers  killed  and  wounded, 8 

Enlisted  men  killed 81      ' 

Enlisted  men  wounded, 8ft 

Enlisted  men  mi ^^»ing» a 

Total  loss, 14S 

Thlp  wa«.  perhaps,  near  six  o'clock,  when  our  center  rlj:ht,  defended  by  troops  of  the 
other  divii^lcma,  with  all  their  willinirnefia,  could  no  longer  resist  the  coemy^e  right-cen- 
tral-ilank  attacks,  pushed  on  with  determined  discipline,  and  with  the  impiilsion  of 
nnmerouH  concentrated  ina>*o>.     Once  hrokon,  our  troops  fled  iucontincntly,  and  a 
den«e  ])ody  of  th«*  enemy  pur-^uin::  rapidly,  yet  in  ortler,  occuj)ied  the  William^bar^ 
mad.  the  entire  open  irround,  and  p-'nctratiu;^  deep  into  the  wootls  on  either  tide,  poon 
Jnt*;rpobc<l  between  my  «livlslon  and  my  line  of  retreat.    It  ira.<  on  (his  occaHon^  ikdt, 
f'fAnfj  myi^df  cut  off,  aiiU  nljlug  on  tfit  fiujh  dij^ciynine  and  ddtnninttt  rtj^or of  t/u 
TMrty-trrrtnth  AV/r  York  JWvw^^/x,*  1  jaadtfum  to  tht'  nar  aoQiit^t  the  enemy,  and 
lu'M  thf.  grounds  aJithnii'jh  /to  critk'iHy  placrd^and  de.^^.Ue  thf  ntagsoi  thai  gafJured  on 
anfl  pcutned  u«,ch*ck*d  the  c^nrmy  \ji  hU  intent  of  cuttijuj  vs  Of  ayai:u^  fh^  Whit€^  Oat 
Sirnmp.    Thi.-*  enabled  the  advanced  reijimonts,  averted  by  orders,  and  thi»  contest  in 
their  rear,  to  return  from  their  hitherto  victorious  cureor,  and  to  retire  by  a  remaining 
wtx>d  path,  known  to  our  scouts  <the  Saw  Mill  road),  until  they  once  more  arrived  at 
and  rejjained  the  Impreirnablc  position  we  had  left  at  noon  at  our  own  fortified,  division 
camp.    The  loss  of  the  Thirty-seventh  New  York  is  severe,  viz. : 

Thirty-seventh  New  York  lost  — 

Officers  killed:  —  Second  Lieutenant  W.  J.  FINNON \ 

Officeks  wou.vdkd:  — Captains  J.  R.  McCONNELL,  A.  J.  DIGNAN  :  First  Lien- 
tenant  JAMBS  KEELAN,  Second  Lieutenants  JAMES  H.  MARKEY,  WM. 
BIRD,  WM.  C.  GREEN 5 

Total  ofllcers  killed  and  wounded, 7 

Enlisted  men  kijicd, . . . . , \% 

Enlieted  men  wountJed, 66 

Enlisted  men  missing, % 

Total  loss, 87 


♦  •'  General  Kearny  led  the  ch.irjje  of  the  Thirty^eventh  New  York  which  decided 
the  action  on  Saturday  (31st  May)  in  our  favor."  -  {X€JCfj)aj>ei  Slip.) 
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UI*   W.  C.  OBMS  IQd  P.  J. 

•etl-rlij. 

'  The  delatbed  brls>do.  under 
vble-DolUialUclE.    ItaccDin 
bird  Oeoenl  Coi:cb,  wbo  had 
•imj.    The  Finj-»c»*aUi  Pen 
on  IWOp.e.»M  ordered  lo  tap 
Km  wu: 

Oi-nrauw  Biuip :  -  lUJor  J. 

I«u.rB;Oipri.lnC.S-CHAB 
ToUl  offldera  killed  and 
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Ml  11  there  tomedonrMlreme  left-   Colonel  Hjiti 
M  disllneuinbed,    IJe  reTivod  Ihli  day  hU  roput 
■EX  Hisjir.  Caplalo  Jakki  B.  0.  Biibnr,  uid  Lie 

BinMET.  had  been  ordered  lo  aupporC.  bj  the  nl 
pll^bgd  IhiB  .ucceHmllj.  for  1  undenland.  [fast  U 
eon  CM  off  wflh  a  brigade,  lo  form  a  JiuictloB  will 
■Xlvania  Voluulocr*  (JudsOH's  Brl([»de)  having 
rl  to  acneml  Bmmi.and  waa  aoiioa.ly  engaged. 

bwu               ^^^H 

nirt-          ^^^^H 

C  T.  CAUPBELL:  OapUIn  H.  C.  aucONTOK.COo 

TOtWlOB. 

T)ikibrl««Ie..«LlD.  on  tbefb 

JOD  M  CUIonel  W*Ei>'s  repgrt. 
Tbe  las  or  Ibe  bTl«iidD  luu  ba 

nlrtr«tablii  New  York  Voln 
0»ricww  WocNnKDi-Lloul* 

olone!  J.  B.  HoBiBT  WiBD.a  brlllleal  ebargi   I 
nteenUal- 

tow  I 

Fmlelh  Kfl«  York  VolaDWa 
OvricBMVanx(iiiD;-FlBtL) 

leutenant  I^EWIS  FUZGSBALD:  Snond  Lleatenaii 

Tololl       " 

Dvncsm  wd<™b«d:-Q.pI»1 

toLWed'        fclUed. 

- 

Til                     " 

calnnched  ™ops:  noO  aided  In  giving  me  tImu  u.  orviDlie  iudeteace. 
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Tbo  Second  Michigan  lowt— 
OFrTCKRS  wounde:o:  — Ll«utenant-Co]onel  A.  W.  WILLIAMS;  Captain  WIC.  L 

WHIPPLK ^ „ ! 

EnllsttMl  men  kill<>(l,_ ^ 10 

EuliBteil  nu»n  wounded, -.«.... —^  42 

EullsteU  men  mls«lug — I 

Total  loss, ^ V> 

The  Elghty-sevonth  Now  York  Volunte«»rs  was  detached  with  General  Pecx.  I  refer 
you  to  him  for  favorable  notice.    Its  loss  wxs :  — 

Elirhty-seventh  New  York  Volunteers  lost  — 
UEFiiKiLS  wounded:— Colonel  S.  A.  DODGE;  Captain  T.  Y.  BAKER,  Company  C; 
Captain  D.  O.  BECKWITn,  Compiuiy  K  :  First  Lieutenant  D.  A.  FLAXDREAU, 
Company  A:  B'Irst  Lieutenant  J.  C.  CL<> YD,  Company  C;  Second  Ucuteoaot  H. 

C.  SALVA(iE,  C<»nipuny  A ^ I 

EnliHted  men  killetl.. ^ ^. ^.«.„.»-    • 

Enlisteil  men  wmindwl, ^... .^— .  C 

Enlisted  men  missing,. . .    4 

Total  loss ^ a 

It !-?,  i>erhap»,  within  the  limits  of  my  report,  to  mention  General  Pjeck.  most  dbtfn- 
»rui«sUed.  and  wonndetl  in  Mexico.  On  the  discomfiture  of  the  right  and  centre,  herallW 
U'Mr  the  saw-mill  several  hundrtdsof  the  fugitives,  and  was  coming  with  theu  ftomtbere 
u,'ain  to  the  Held,  when  I  directetl  them  to  anticipate  the  enemy  and  man  the  Intrencbed 
(*ami>.  In  doing  this,  I  particularize  a  noble  regiment,  the  First  Long  Island  Iiegk>D,OD<ler 
Colonel  Adamb. 

I  iKive  again  to  dwell  on  the  exemplary  conduct  of  the  bjflliant  officers  of  tbe  Staff. 
Captain  Potter,  General  Jameson's  AssLstant  Adjutant-General,  who  h«l  tlwwly 
attracteii  notice  at  Williamsburg,  was  hero  as  conspicuously  gallant  as  extremriy  osefiiL 
I  liitvo  to  regret  the  loss  of  Captain  Smith.  A.  A.  General  of  General  Bkrky's  St«ff-ths 
^r'Mnftture  f:ito  of  one  whose  gtillMnlry  at  Williamsburg  made  me  anticipate  a  c*r«r 
wlilch  h'i  fblfllled  again  in  this  notion.  Mj*  acting  Aid.  Lieutenant  Mai.lon,  rendertil  me 
icit'a:  scrvlof.  and  was  woundod.  My  Aid.  Captain  STriioKys.  wjis  left  to  condaci G^n"™* 
HiRNKY.  C.'iptain  M(K>RE  was  sent  after  my  Artillerj',  and  was,  as  usual,  active.  I  b*^ 
H^'aiii  to  regret  that  the  unotiualled  Battorirs.  Tjiompson'.s  (2d  V.  S.  Art.),  RaSPOLPH'b 
i\Md  Hkam*<»  wore  not  employed,  flrom  there  being  other  batteries  .substituted. 

In  finishing  this  report,  I  trust  tluit  you  will  bring  to  the  attention  of  iheOenwl**"* 
(  l.l«'f.  that  masters  of  the  lost  camp,  and  victorious  and  in  full  career,  thai  the  fate  of 
C.-.rt  rontre  decided  our  own.  and  that  the  regiments  were  suddenly  stopped  by  OKitrs 
<!»>-*pRtche<l  to  them,  and  by  hearlni;  the  tire  of  their  supiH>rt.  the  Thirty-seventh  K«w 
York.  In  rear  of  their  entire  line.  But  undismayed,  and  in  good  order,  they  effected iWr 
retreat. 

T  l.nvc  also  to  call  to  your  attention,  that  the  loss  of  my  Regiments,  only  fire  tbonsairt 
t1i;:UJn«;  men,  all  told,  have  again,  within  a  very  short  period,  paid  the  penalty  of  dftT^c; 
and  success  by  the  marked  au<l  severe  loss  of  near  thirtwn  hundred  men.  I  have  aga^n 
to  bring  to  notice,  for  conspleuotis  good  conduct,  (tenenils  Jameson,  Bfrry  and  BiRsrr 
(il  Brigade).  The  latter  acted  In  an  indt'p«>ndent  command.  Tlie  two  formwr  led  Ie  p*»> 
}<f)n  the  advance  of  their  men.  Among  numerous  prisoners  taken  was  Colonel  Bkattov, 
i^ixtU  South  Carolina  Volunteers,  taken  by  Colonel  Walker's  Fourth  Maine. 

Tho  losses  of  the  enemy  were  even  vastly  severer  than  our  own,  and.  In  places,  tto 
slain  wore  piled  In  confused  masses. 

I  add,  in  conclusion,  that  the  enemy's  success  of  the  afternoon  did  not  prevent  me,  that 
very  nUht,  ftom  pushing  forward  Major  Dillman  and  two  hundre<l  Michigan  Marksicfu 
to  the  i^aw-mlll  (one  mile  in  advance),  whence  he  boldly  threw  out  reconnotssaDces  In  th« 
vicinity,  and  to  the  lert  of  the  late  battle  ground. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  Servant, 

P.  KEARNY. 
Brlgailitr  General,  Commandiyxg  3d  Dixfisian,  Sd  Gnpi. 
T«x  Captalti  Chaiwcey  McKeever,  A.  A.  G. 
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CHAPTER    XXV. 

T^IZ  PZyZ^-'^^.l-Li:  CAMPAIGN 


•  •  •  •  • 

Tl-jli'sz    :r  j-:-f— -y:-r.  fteaiy,  bmb. 
Tit  iij  *:li-!  -■:::■*  zinfc." 

a: ; -T  :.. !  r. .  ■  :^  ■-.  ir.- ^  roi 
His  Wtir--  ri-  >•  in*;_re- 

•  •  •  •  • 
The  "XA^-.  *:-:;•— :i:^  :— r:p-::  socrd 

Ar.';  :.-i -.'-:.  vi^  "'^^'^  -'rT  ■/cr  the  ground 
Of  W-l  -MiiT  r:-  H:;".  • 

GEOP..iE7:.\rN.  D.  C.  Couriek*  '* BjtUi (f  Makem BV* 

*•  In  thl«  raac  "  fif  Napt/leon  a^ir.'iontii  L«  bas.  af*er  A*p*ni.  Is09>  '*  It  wis  DOt  tor 
»  Tfttr*-at  M\iuu  Wf-.uuh  "  a  fr-A-  mile; — li*  McClett.ix'p  ca?e  the  James  rlrer)  **  bat  for 
A  rrrtrf'it  rij,oL  Strashur;,''"  (the  Potoraac.  to  cuver  Washington)  "that  it  behoted  to 
prppar»-."  Thtebs,  z,  xxxt,  888. 

"H/ilfi  tho  f;<Tjonil  ^'Stonewall  JArK?ox '.)  who  la  your poneral ?''  *'KxAK(T.af 
trav  A  mnn  a-^  *;vor  drew  a  Hword.  do  you  know  him,  peneral  ?"  replied  the  woonded 
Union  foUliuT  fwldrLSsed  ?    "  Oh,  ye?,  well ;  you  are  led  by  a  good  officer."  Mabd,  3tt.. 

•('hai»t'rw    XXIV  and   xxv  were  actaally  in  print  in  September,  1868,   and  bid 
iHM-n  cxfiininf'd  (likewiito  many  of  the  preceding  and  enbsequent  ones)  by  an  acc<Hn- 
pllnh<(l  (it'uoml  V.  S.  A.    Th:it  part  of  this,  xxv,  relating  to  Malvern  HIH,  was  reriwd 
by  H  brilllunt  offlcer,  who  wat*  present  in  the  engagement.    For  whatever  errors,  bere 
or  i-li'<!wh<-n*,  may  bo  fonnd,  the  publiehcrs  are  liable,  as  notes  and  references  hsve 
Ixti'n  tranKpoHod,  Hom«;timeH  paragraph?,  which  errors  it  was  impossible  to  correct,  as 
the  pat'i-H  woro.  Htorcotj'pud  In  some  int*tances  before  a  revised  proof  was  submitted. 
ThlH  w»if  cxcuMed  bythcplcaof  loss  of  papers  in  the  mail.  The  writer  supposing  his  work 
would  lijivc  been  piiblinhorl  last  Autumn,  as  agreed,  allowed  papers  to  get  separated, 
and  throiiirh  tluj  wIlITnl  negligence  of  a  tnisted  party  his  memoranda  of  corrections 
Mini  n'r«'ri'n((!s  {llKappcared  or  was  willfully  destroyed  to  conceal  a  piece  of  negligence. 
Tills  exi»Iunatlon  \t,  duo  to  himself,  as  he  is  completing  this  work  as  a  Tolonteer. 
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Wien  McClellan  insisted  upon  tbo  movement  np  tlie  Petiin- 
Bulo,  thereby,  as  far  aa  be  was  concerned,  tmcovering  Wasbing- 
ton,  to  bad  no  riglit  to  suppose  tbat  tho  Capital  would  be 
entirely  denuded  of  troops,  and  every  man  committed  to  the 
leadership  of  one  who  could  not  bandlo  tbe  numbers  he  already 
had  or  employ  them  to  advantage.  McClellan  bad  condemned 
Itimself  in  the  Fall  of  1561,  in  tho  eyes  of  Keauitt,  and  Kbakny 
was  not  the  only  man  in  the  country  who  saw  through  him. 
"Was  it  likely  tbat  a  general  who  allowed  his  army  of  158,000 
mCQ  to  be  paralyzed  for  eight  months  by  50,000  inferior  troops 
in  Manassas,  would  have  been  less  benumbed  with  nearly  tbat 
Domber  in  the  presence  of  100,000  better  troops,  occupying  a 
more  advantageous  position?  Kow  the  extension  of  his  right, 
and  ita  auccpsa  was  an  Sxcuse ;  and  it  would  seem  aa  if  McClkl- 
lultr  was  always  seeking  excuses  for  bis  want  of  enterprise.* 

An  apathetic  lull  of  twelve  days  succeeded  the  victory  of 
Fair  Oaks,  when  McClkllan's  dream  of  action  in  the  dim 
ftiUirc,  was  broken  by  a  sharp  cavalry  masterstroke,  which  must 
bare  been  a  rude  awakening.  This  was  J.  E.  B.  Stuaft's 
cavalry  raid,  which  made  a  complete  circuit  of  hia  anny.f    On 


•  Allw  Fair  OiJst,  SonOB  bb 
iBid  Eo  in  br  the  Rebels  wer 


le  permitted  to  cD  into 


Lorontfhl)'  ni 
lebBlB  »ere  cnnilng 
.1  Rebels  runnlDK  oi 


FlTI  JOH 


Tbersniinn  UcClkllah 
,.tbD  Rebel!  IbougbC  Uia; 


loon,  and  reported  I 

Mwnxl  u  *ltack.  Kbcrcu  It  wai  Reb 

■ek  lu,  but  to  get  swBf  froiD  na.    Bei 

rw  '^^oneiD^'  Atthotlme.    Uag-'OcTL 

t  A  tew  toon,  tbe™n>te,BflPctlieEu(-Uib  tents  had  been  pIlBhed  bclbre  Llmerlfk, 

(tniLDset  ftirtlu  an dcr  coral  ortboulght,  wUba  slrDagbodj'Df  hone  aDddrBguDn*. 
ttotookdunudtoKillBlDe,  andcroBBedtbe  SbsDnoo  tbcro.  •  •  •  He  leiniad  In 
TBBlDg  Ihii  tbe  deUcbmcnt  which  goBrded  the  BnBllili  iirtlllerjr  had  halted  Tor  ttie 
ikbool  icTen  milcB  rrom  WiLLiui's  camp;    •    *    •  tbat  oOlceie  Bbd meii  leemsd 

hat  CTiD  the  sentinels  were  dozing.    WhcD  It  waa  dark  the  Irish  hartemeu  qaltlBIl 

biding  plnce.    *    '    The  tarprlae  vbh  complete.    Some  of  Ibe  English  sprang  lo 

tnu  aod  mide  nn  ailempt  to  rceiet,  bnt  In  rsln.    About  slit;  rell.    Odd  011I7  was 

I  alive.    The  rest  fled.    The  Tlctoriana  Irish  made  a  huge  pile  of  wagons  and 

I*  or  cannon.    ETcrygnn  was  slnffcd  with  powder,  and  flicd  with  Its  moDIb  In  the 

pitnuid.  and  the  whole  macs  was  blown  np.    *   ■   Tbe  Kixo  gneased  Ibu  design  of  bla 

memj',  and  sent  ItTe  hondred  horse  la  protect  tho  kdhb.    UnhappIlT  there  nas 

delaj,    ■    •    •    AI  one  Id  the  morning  the  detachnieDt  aet  oat,  bnt  had  tcarceliF 

Ijtl  the  camp  when  a  blate  like  )[|-!itnlng  and  a  crash  like  thnnder  aoDODnCcrd  to  the 

irtdeplatn  or  the  Shannon  that  all  was  over.    •    •    •    Their  (Irish)  spirits  rose  and 

botleget*  began  10  lose  heart." -SLtcAiTLAT's  Hltlriry  iif  England,  111.  SOK-6. 

Be  (BolLUn)  sent  SAssmLD  wltli  a  picked  body  of  cavalr?  to  Intcroept  the  con- 

'.   SABaruLD  ctoaaed  tho  Bbinnon  at  Klllaloe,  twelve  mllei  from  Limerick,  and 
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the  night  of  the  13th-14th  June,  this  slash  at  his  rear  acd  com- 
munications was  enough  to  startle  any  one,  slow  to  decide  md 
slower  yet  to  plan.     It  set  McClellan,  doubtless,  to  tlunking 
of  his  true  base  on  the  James,  on  the  line  indicated  in  the  pre- 
vious fall  by  Keauxy,  on  the  line  from  Williamsburg  direct  to 
Richmond.     Still,  like  IIolgar,  the  Dane,  in  the  vaults  of  Elsi- 
nore,  he  only  woke  up  to  ask,  "Is  it  time;"  or  like  Barbabossa, 
in   the  cavern  of  the  Thuringian  Kylf-hauser  Berg,  awakened 
to  ask   "  Whether  the  ravens  still  flew  round  the  mountjun.'* 
Ravens   the   general   little  boded   were   about   to   fly.*  The 
reader   has   more  than  once  seen  Kearny's  prophetic  words 
most  promptly  realized.     This  was  the  case  almost  to  the  letter, 
before  Fair  Oaks.     In  the  following  communication  he  indicates 
that  movement  of  Jackson  which  brought  ab^ut  that  swift 
"  change  of  base  "  or  retreat  to  the  James,  which  rendered  the 
terp  almost  synonymous  afterwards  with  a  flight 

Under  date  of  22d  June,  Kearny  writes  as  follows:  "lam 
sorry  that  I  cannot  give  you  interesting  news.  Here  we  are 
again  at  ^  dead-lock.  Manassas  over  again ;  both  parties 
entrenched  up  to  their  eyes,  both  waiting  for  something; 
unluckilv,  our  adversaries  I'ainini;  two  to  our  one.  Oor  last 
chance  to  conquer  Richmond — for  Dame  Fortune  is  resentful  of 
slighted  charms — was  thrpwn  away  when  our  great  battle  of 
Fair  Oaks  was  thrown  away.  •  We  had  tempted  the  enemy  to 
attack  us  whilst  divided  bv  the  Chickahominv.  Fortunately, 
he  failfd.  The  prestige,  nearly  lost  to  us  by  our  inaction  since 
Williamsburg,  was  once  more  in  the  ascendancy.  It  only 
required  M("Clellan  to  put  forth  moral  force  and  his  military 
might,  and  Richmond  wouM  have  been  ours.  But  no;  delay 
on  delay ;  fortifications,  as  if  we  were  beaten,  met  by  stronger 

marohln-;  along  by-n*ad«.  »>uri»rified  the  escort  encamped  in  false  secarity,  only  k»«» 
miles  fK>m  William's  army,  killi*d  or  dispersed  the  detachment,  and  haTing lo»d«d  the 
cannon;!  to  the  muzzle,  he  buried  them  muzzle  down  in  the  ground,  and  then  laid  tniai 
communicating  with  a  match,  which  was  fired  as  he  retreated.    All  the  guuB  bvni;  tbe 
explosion  was  terrible.    Sir  John  Lamer  had  been  dispatched  with  five  hacditd 
horsemen  to  prevent  such  a  disaster,  but  he  moved  so  slowly  that  he  only  arrived  ta 
si;:ht  of  the  detachment  after  the  catastrophe.    His  efforts  were  in  vain  to  Intercept  tbs 
return  of  Sarsfield's  troops    to   Limerick."- Laxontagne's  Gosdox's   ^'Hiftatt 
driHnntUr  ii.  479. 

•  For  a  grand  description  of  this  legend  see  Victor  IIroo*s  mi^estic  dnma  of  **L» 
Bufffrartf,''  Part  I,  Scene  S,  Earl  speaking,  pages  203-*9. 
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rter-fortifi  cat  ions,  on  poiuta  previously  Deglccted ;  nndno 
^oaceatration  of  our  troops  on  points  already  over-manued, 
Xnet  by  a  network  enveloping  us  by  thena ;  BupineneBs  in  our 
caxDpa,  met  I>t  daring  fomys  by  them;*  the  boasted  influence  of 
*nr  reserve  artillt-ry,  counterbnlanced  by  their  availing  thciii- 
•elveB  of  the  respite  to  get  np  artillery  even  of  greater  calibre ; 
;lie  reliance  on  further  troops  from  the  north,  more  than  met  by 
roinforcements  of  two  to  one,  by  their  recalling  troops  from  the 
south.  Indeed,  every  thing  so  betokens  fear  on  the  part  of  the 
^neml  commanding,  and  the  enemy  show  themselves  so 
emboldened  that,  with  the  numbers  crowding  up  around  us,  I 
am  puzzled  to  divine  the  next  act  of  the  drama.  It  will  be 
nthsT  anotJuT  ineaiplicahle  evacfiation,  or  the  STiffocation  of  this 
f  by  tht  seisiire  of  o'lr  communications  lefien  least  expected. 
B  enemy  wish  us  to  attack,  McClellan  has  proved  by  his 
fertifications  that  he  is  feeble.  '  We  are  surrounded  in  front  by 
A  cordon  of  troops  and  forts.  It  is  true  that  they  will  fail  if 
y  attack  ns;  but,  if  they  do  not  do  that,  they  will  leave 
enongh  troops  in  oar  front,  and  crossing  the  Chickahoniiny,  eul 
u  off'jyom  our  line^  of  communication  and  stistenance."i 

With  the  modesty  that  is  not  often  found,  except  with  true 
tourage,  Gen.  Kejk-vy  does  not  give,  in  this  connection,  the 


Dlaodr  eonlllclf.wlth  doubt  CliI  Ixnci.  dally  OFcnmid  to  obuin  provlf  loD.whlcfa  could 

■  be  tcanrea  lor  elllmt  «noy  sword  Inhsnd.   A  cooToy,  that  Uio  Impcrlsllili  »««  ei- 

InEftvnadiitBnce.comlngDpDDderiimcortotinMnien.  wMpDDtiCBdapiiuaiilbe 

bj  dw  Sw*de<,  who.  under  cover  of  the  daricnui  of  the  nigbt.  lecored  it  for  (hna- 

m:  uidoiie  fine  moraltig  MJXO  csltlis  drlTOD  Inin  Ibg  NnriitaherK  cimp  in  daipUe. 

IrtlllB  UNO  wn^an!  liden  gritb  bread  were  of  oecciiity  bomed  to  iBve  them  from  recap- 

wiioDi  aOMr  or  tbs  aame  kind  seu  Altdorf  aleo  termlDaled  M  Ul» 

ic  Swodiab  cavalry,  who  routed  «eT«n1  AuBlrlm  Hglmeota  with  Iha  loii 

atabonl  «XI  men.    WilleDitelii.  sceiDjc  there  Btany  checka  and  IscreaBloe  dlfficultle*, 

lad  decllDcd  to  hHisrd  a  battle  at  the  beglnninEi  bnl  the  lucieaied 

llrtDStta  ol  Ihe  Sff edlih  camp  uow  rendered  the  thonght  of  making  an  attack  npou  II 

e  klag  acted  atcadlly  npon  hit  Iliiarlle  ailotn.  "that  a  good  gi^nvral 

innj  conld  hardly  ever  be  obllgod  to  dKbt,  If  he  acted  with  due  riglhmce, 

*Dd  activity."— Gut.  Cdst'i  "  Uea  qf  lh>  Warrion."  lOOO-lMS,  vol.  1. 


nere  itrategl?t  or  military  lead 
iplalo  Mirk'b  PeDlnrnlar  Can 
lantly  (eBlUlef.  For  tliete  the 
I  leoglby  for  quotatlun  In  thia  i 
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speech  reported  by  an  officer  of  Hooker's,  a  rival  diTision, 
which  he  made  to  the  Twentieth  Indiana. 

"  It  shouhl  be  preserved,"  says  Major  TV B ,  "asa 

gem  of  battle  eloquence,  equal,  in  pith  and  brevity,  to  Stabke's 
famous  w^ords  at  Bennington." 

The  enemy  liad  come  in  and  taken  a  section  of  a  battery  on 
the  left  of  the  position  held  by  Keauny,  who  saw  at  a  glanw 
the  extreme  importance  of  recovering  that  part  of  the  litW. 
Dashing  up  to  the  first  regiment  he  saw  in  line,  he  threw  him- 
self at  their  head  and  shouted :  "  Twentieth  Indiana,  those  guns 
must  l>e  retaken,  or  Phil.  Kearxy  loses  his  other  arm!" 
The  guns  were  retaken. 

On  the  25th  of  June,  a  reconnoissance  in  force  on  tbe 
Union  left  brought  on  (juite  a  smart  engagement,  in  which 
Kearxy,  originally  sent  to  ])rotect  the  left  flank  of  the 
movement,  participated  with  his  usual  gallantry.  In  half 
an  hour  after  the  skirmish  lire  began,  Kearny  and  Hookkb's 
divisions  had  become  quite  actively  engaged,  and  the  collision 
gradually  assumed  the  magnitude  of  what  our  people  styled  the 
l^attle  of  Oak  Grove,*  or  "The  Orchard,"  or  "Tlie  Peach 
Orchard,"  or  the  "Second  Hattlo  of  Fair  Oaks."  "Tliis,"say8 
Chaplain  Marks,  "  was  the  first  of  those  grand  and  never-to-be- 
forcrotten  contests  called  the  "  Seven  Davs'  Battles." 

ueadquartp:rs  tiiirp  divtskix.  third  corps,) 

Camp  Near  fciKVES'  Pines,  June  28tli,  1862.    ) 

Sir— I  havo  the  honor  to  forward  the  reports  of  my  three  brigades  for  the 
ekirmisluDg  of  the  23tli  instant. 

During  these  engngoments  I  remained  at  my  redan,  and  only  took  personal 
part  in  the  same  until  toward  evening. 

I  remained  at  bivouac  with  Biuxey's  brigade  the  entire  nijrht. 

I  have  particularly  to  commend  General  Rouinsox  and  Colonel  BeowS, 
Twentieth  Indiana  Volunteers,  Colonel  Hays,  Sixty-third  Pennsylvania,  and 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Baciiia,  Kighty-seventh  Xew  York  Volunteers,  but  not  so 


•The  ftttacklnir  column  conyisted  of  Grover'e.  Sickles'  and  Kobin8on*«  brigtdcf. 
Oonoral  Koaniy  was  eent  to  protect  the  loft  flauk.  and  the  Nineteenth  Ma*8«cbn«ett»i 
Colonel  Ilicki),  was  ordered  to  advance  and  i)n>tcct  the  riu'ht."  ♦  •  •  ♦  *»Inb4lfaa 
hour  the  i«kirmlsh  extended  along:  the  entire  line,  and  Kearny  and  Ilooker's  dlrUions 
were  enira-Jred  in  the  liveliest  action ;  and  ?oon,  ft-om  the  arrival  of  fresh  troops  on  both 
aides',  the  enura;::ement  assumed  the  magnitude  of  a  battle."— Chaplain  Makk's  Penin" 
sula  Campai<^,  pai;c  £23. 
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icfa  bis  regiment;  tlso,  ttie  Una,  solid  appearance  of  Che  FlraC  New  Tork' 
Yuhmteera,  as  arriviag  iL  nigbt  and  taking  up  pasitioQ. 

Tile  cuualtiei  have  been  principallf  ia  tbe  rn-eatieth  Indiana  sad  Sixtf- 
thlrd  PennaTlvania. 

I  reAr  you  to  SrifiBde  reports. 

KeBpeeifully,  your  obedient  Bervant, 
(Signed)  P.  KKARNT, 

Brigadier- Gavirai  Cavxmanding  Bivifion. 
%t  OapUIn  C.  McKebves, 

Chie/oJ  Staff  Third  Corps. 

"On  the  very'  evening  of  25tli  of  June,  McClsllajt  w&b 
awakened  from  the  dream  of  rejoicing  over  what  he  thought  the 
successful  resalt  of  his  preparations  for  the  advance  of^is  whole 
Amiy — as  inaugurated  by  IIetntzblman's  gaining  ground  on 
th©  left — by  the  tidings  that  the  right  of  hia  long  straggling  line 
of  twenty  miles  was  menaced — as  Keae:«t  foretold  four  davB 
provioualy  would  be  the  case — in  flank  aud  rear,  by  masses  of 
the  enemy ;  that  his  communications  could  no  longer  be  maiu- 
tained.  Tbe  rebel  generals  leemed  about  to  repeal  tbe  mag- 
nificent stroke  of  Feederio  and  of  Setdlitz  at  Boabacb,  by 
onwhing  the  right  of  the  Union  line,  some  twenty  miles  long, 
toUing  the  whole  army  up,  in  upon  itself,  and  '  bowling '  it  away 
Xq  destruction." 

McClbllan's  panegyrist  at  a  subsequent  date,  and  accuser  at 
this  time,  observes,  in  1886,  that  MoClellan's  project  of  making 
a  counter-move,  which  ho  looked  forward  to  on  tbe  26tb,  had  wi 
illustrious  precedent  in  Tceknse's  counter  to  Montecuccli  in 
1674  {1675).  This  criticism  overlooks  the  observations  of 
Napoleox  in  regard  thereto.  If  Tukennk  made  a  brilliant 
move,  bis  "position  was  bad,"  and  he  laid  himself  open  to  a 
fittal  blow.  Had  Mostecuculi  been  as  enterprising  as  tbe  rebels, 
luid  *'  employed  six  hours  of  the  night  in  marching "  direct 
upon  the  bridge  which  constituted  Tceexne's  line  of  retreat, 
that  blow  would  have  ended  the  campaign.  The  Imperial  com- 
mander threw  away  those  six  hours,  and  his  chance  of  success 
was  gone.  MoClkllan  was  in  the  habit  of  tlirowing  away  days 
instead  of  hours,  and  bad  never  proUtcd  by  an  opportunity. 
He  bad  taken  no  advantage  of  Keabnt'b  brilliant  move,  Cth- 
10th  March,  which  drove  the  rebels  from  Hanassas,  but  turned 
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back  after  a  profitless  fatiguing  military  promeoade.*  Afitr 
Williamsburg,  he  had  gone  to  sleep,  as  it  were,  and  after 
Fair  Oaks,  when  he  might  have  followed  the  defeated  rebels 
into  Richmond,  again  he  did  nothing.  He  was  yet  to  enjoy 
other  favors  of  fortune,  and  to  reject  them.  Forgetting  "that 
Fortune  is  a  woman^  avail  yourself  of  her  favor  while  she  is  m 
the  humor;  beware  that  slie  does  not  change  through  resent- 
ment of  your  neglect."  After  the  victory  of  Malvern  Hill,  as 
honorable  to  the  corps  commanders  as  Ilohenlinden  in  1800  to 
MoREAU,  and,  taking  into  consideration  all  its  antecedents,  very 
much  the  same  sort  of  battle,  he  did  worse  than  he  ever  had 
done ;  after  South  Mountain  it  was  the  same ;  at  Antietam, 
worst  of  all. 

Is  it  likely  that  a  commander  who  left  everything  to  his  sub- 
ordinates, and  seemed  incapable  of  combined  action,  could  have 
conceived  a  plan  which  would  have  necessitated  a  simultaneous 
movement  wliich  demanded  the  manipulation  of  another  army 
besides  his  own,  such  as  he  subsequently  claimed  was  the  inten- 
tion of  the  extension  of  his  right,  which  led  to  the  engagement 
at  Hanover  Court  House.  The  public  has  a  right  to  estimate 
a  man  by  his  employment  or  abuse  of  opportunities.  From  one 
exemplilioation  of  character,  you  may  judge  all,  says  the  proverb. 


♦Otto  nEr:«iNr.Eu,  in  his  *■' Am-nbriUch'   Krit'j.^bUthr^'"'  fiimiphes  pome  cnrion§ 
ftct:>  in  roi^'anl  to  tho  has-ty  fli:Tl»t  of  the  rt»hol>  from  Mnnassap,  10th-12th  March.  18^1 
This*  author  scrvtMl  fmir  and  a  half  years  in  a  German  Re;,'lment,  and  beloD£rf<i  1° 
lb»»l-'2  to  Bi.ENKEu':*  I)ivi!«ion,  which  look  part  in  McClkllan's  inllitarj- promenade 
throuiih  that  Mart-h  mud.    At  paj;e  In  he  says  , ill h  yitivzh  — Atanvuiak):  "  Here  the 
enemy  had  hi*  farthe^t  outposts"  ^neare-t  Washiiiirton).      •     •     *' Scattered niMket* 
and  camp-eiiuipa-je.  or  uieu>ils  bore  \viiiu'>s  to  the  hasty  withdrawal  of  the  eneniT.*' 
Paire  UMlMh  Mareh.  FHrr"-/..-  (".x/r.' //>'/w  ..  "  We  found  plenty  of  first-rate  giiter*, 
which  we  appn^priated."    **  The  enemy  at  thi?  lime  were  perfectly  euppHed  with  crciy 
requisite.*'    "  The  enemy  had  withdrawn  very  hastily  fW)m  thcec  fearful  fortlilcations 
At  CeutnMillc  and  Manassas."    Pa^^'  '21.  '*  N»>  one  could  have  desired  a  more  comfort- 
able  soldierin^r  than   the  Confederates  eiyoyed.  as  testified   by  their  ronph,  bnt  well- 
constructed  kv-houses  and  incalculable  remains  of  food  and  camp  ntensils.  broken 
bottlo«>.  i.tc."    Paj^»«  91-29,  "  Burned  ties,  or  timbers,  broken  and  bent  rails  lay  on  tb« 
route  of  the  advancing  column:  likewise  railroad  locomotives  amid  a chao« of  ^bat- 
lert»d  cars,  while  the  storo-hon^e#  on  the  railroad,  partially  destroyed  and  surrouuded 
by  stove-in.  half-filled  barrels  of  pork  and  rice,  were  the  best  proof  of  the  wildflisbtof 
the  Confederates,"    "  AIhmu  4  p.  M.  we  i>assed  Manassas,  the  strong  bulwark  of  the 
enemy.    Thl*  hamlet,  consisting:  of  ten  houses'  was  extremely  formidably  fortified;  iw 
lofty  bafttion«  seemed  almost  beyond  capture,  and  we  could  not  comprehend  tire  flight 
K^i  the  Confederates  oat  of  snob  btrv^n^'  entrenchments."    Phil.  Kxabnt,  aolvlA- 
»:audinf ,  did  hurry  them  out  in  Lis  peculiar  way. 
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To  believe  that  McClkllas  calculated  on  utilizing  a  Junolioo 
■with  McDowell  was  to  reverse  the  proverb,  and  conceive  ao 
act  of  energy  exceptional  to  a  whole  career,  characterized  by 
almost  timid  caution.  One  remark  further  presents  the  moet 
estraordiuary  phase :  McClellas  was  always  aKkiog  for  very 
large  reinforcements,  and,  notwithstaoding  some  were  furnished, 
could  not  be  induced  to  move  forward  decidedly;  and  th«i, 
when  he  was  ordered  to  withdraw  from  Harrison's  Landing,  he 
promised  that  if  they  would  only  give  him  an  additional  force, 
small  in  proportion  to  his  previous  demands,  he  would  advance 
on  Richmond  at  once. 

The  battle  of  Meehanicsville,  26th  —  a  glorious  success  for 
Retnolds  and  Suvmour,  says  Cakleton,*  who  fought  it  alone, 
repulsing  double  their  numbers  —  seemed  to  have  stunned 
McClellan.  On  the  24th,  he  bad  planned  an  aggressive,  which 
was  apparently  inaugurated  tn  Oak  Grove  on  the  25th.  Ou  the 
Q6th,  this  iiggressive  had  degenerated  into  a  pare  defensive. 
On  that  night  he  thought  of  .nothing  but  retreat.  The  d.irkness 
f>f  the  en  suing,  nights  of  the  27th  and  28th  was  lighted  np  by 
the  bonfire  of  his  stores.  ^Vest  Point  went  up  in  flames  on  the 
night  of  the  28th,  and  it  might  be  said,  that,  by  their  light,  he 
commenced  the  withdrawal  of  the  heavy  guns  and  baggage, 
and  changed  his  base  in  a  manner  which  bore  all  the  features 
of  a  flight. 

On  Friday,  27th  June,  the  attack  upon  our  right  was  re- 
newed in  the  battle  of  Cold  Harbor,  as  it  ia  styled  by  the 
rebels,  or  Gaines'  Mills  (Gaines'  Farm,  or  Ellison's  Mills),  as  it 
U  better  known  to  ns.  In  this  Keaeiiy  took  no  part.  Tbe 
Tictory  was  a  formal  one  for  the  rebels,  but  was  purchased  at  a. 
fearful  cost.  This,  the  third  of  the  Seven  Days'  Battles,  w«s 
the  &rst  of  those  six,  styled  in  error,  seven  days' contests  which 
was  actually  fighting  in  rhtreat. 

By  six  A.  M.,  26th  June,  the  whole  Union  army  was  on  the 
eouth  side  of  the  Chickahominy.  So  far  from  this  concentra' 
tion  being  a  disadvantage,  if  McCleli^n,  on  that  day,  or  the 


•  "  ThB  nnlled  sfforti  of  the  Iwo  Hiu. 

1  ind  GoDoral  BiiiSrH  were  not  •nBlelent  to 

riUludgs  the  two  hclg«de«  which  htld  th 

puiliion.    Onirrr^.  Uartdiiiili  and  Hcuii 

wpre  tr%ij  to  lend  iialJUnce,  but  wnrt 

otengsg'd-    OBDTniDnljllradifcirBhoW." 

-  -  fMmbv  fit  Flan."  '«. 
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cnsning  one,  29th  June,  had  struck  at  Richmond,  the  city  must 
have  fallen  in  live  hours. 

This  retreat,  of  which  so  much  has  been,  made  by  McClht 
lax'b  admirers,  was  one  of  the  simplest  of  military  problems. 

McClellan  was  too  slow  and  uncertain  to  project  and  execute 
any  plan  that  would  be  in  accordance  with  the  first  principles 
of  war.  On  the  27th  of  June  his  grand  army  was  still  astride 
the  Chickahominy,  and  Gaines'  Mill  was  Fair  Oaks  over  ag^ 
the  attack  being  this  time  upon  the  half  of  the  army  on  ibe 
north  bank.  As  at  Fair  Oaks,  utter  rout  and  wide  disaster  vtt 
prevented  only  by  the  arrival,  after  sundown,  of  fresh  brigades 
from  the  other  side,  and  by  the  wing  of  that  dusky  angel  that 
has  saved  so  many  a  hard  pressed  army — Night.  "  Welcome 
night  wrapped  his  shattered  wrecks  in  its  preserving  darkness." 
Under  its  friendly  cover,  the  wreck  of  the  right  wing  moved 
across  that  fatal  swamp,  and  the  morning  of  the  28th  foond  the 
whole  army  where  it  should  have  been  one  month  before,  on 
the  Richmond  side  of  the  Chichahominy. 

But,  by  this  time,  its  commander  had  relinquished  the  offen- 
sive, and  was  aiming,  not  for  success,  but  merely  laboring  to 
keep  bad  enough  from  becoming  the  worst  possible.  In  the 
scenes  that  followed,  McClellan  had  no  division  commander 
more  etfec^.tive,  prompt  or  trustworthy  for  a  critical  moment 
thiui  General  Kearny.  * 

The  army  ha<l  only  to  fall  back  from  fifteen  to  twenty-five  miles 
through  a  country  which  favored  the  movement.     The  rebel* 

*  "In  noticini:  the  bravery  of  all  the  i;cneral:4  that  have  taken  part  in  the  Iaiel»ttk* 
on  tho  Peninsula,  one  of  the  foremost  in  rank  in  General  Keaant.  Words  are  iMd^ 
qnatc  to  expresH  the  darinj;  and  bravery  of  this  general.  He  is  always  foremost  taAe 
fray  ;  and  many  times  was  he  obuerved  with  his  bridle  in  his  teeth,  while  his  right  arm 
(tho  only  one  he  hai«),  with  a  6 word  at  the  end  of  it,  was  cutting  and  slaehing at » ftri- 
ons  rate  among  proupf"  of  the  enemy.  The  rebels  styled  him  the  "  One-armed  DeTii;" 
and,  after  the  battle  of  Williamsburg,  I  wap  told  by  rebel  prisoners,  during  a  cobtw- 
sation  with  them,  and  on  the  ni«i:ht  of  the  liirhi,  he  was  closely  watched  by  them  vA 
xI\o\t  offlcerfl,  and  that  some  of  their  most  accurate  sharpshooters  were  ordered  todiiw 
a  bead  on  that  "one-armed  devil  there;  "  yet  they  could  not  see  him  Ikll.  Flntlly»» 
rebel  colonel  ordered  his  entire  regiment  (according  to  their  statement)  to  withdrt* 
tholr  Are  ftx>m  everything  else  and  center  it  upon  tliat  officer  with  one  ann ;  the  order 
wa*  obeyed,  and  the  entire  regiment  (the  5th  Carolina)  belched  forth  a  voHey  at  theos** 
armed  officer;  bnt  he  was  protected  by  a  Jupt  cause  and  an  All-seeing  Eye  above, irf 
wa^  not  seen  to  fall  from  his  saddle.  Such  men  are  too  precioas  to  their  country,  tad 
in  tho  eyes  of  their  God,  to  fkll  by  a  rebel's  bullet."  —  {Xetctpaper  SHp.) 
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had  greater  difficultiea  to  overcome  than  the  Union  forces.  The 
iforraer  were  ahaolutely  inferior  in  numbera,  and  the  latter  had 
only  lo  protect  their  rear  and  one  flank,  their  left.  If  any  ques- 
tion of  the  slightest  magnitude  required  solution,  it  was  the 
laving  of  the  artillery  and  trains.  There  are  plenty  of  exam- 
'p\e»  of  vastly  superior  perils  overcome  under  immeasurably 
greater  disadvantages,  A  curious  parallel  may  be  recalliid, 
I  oeourred  during  the  "Thirty  Tears'  War,"  when,  in 
Aagast,  1623,  CiinisTiAx  of  Bhunsivick,  with  an  array  com- 
posed almost  entirely  of  raw  recruits,  "fought  alniost  iuoes- 
^Rt)y  in  retreat  throughout  three  nights  and  two  days,  over 
Boarly  thirty  miles  of  river  and  marsh-iuterseeted  country." 

ghl  times  the  Bninswickors  rcibrmed  their  lines  of  battle 
tUider  an  artillery  firu,  whose  multiplied  discharges,  maintained 
frith  nnnsual  fierceness  for  the  epoch,  "made  the  earth  tremble, 
Bnd  the  old  walls  thoy  sought  to  defend  quiver  and  shake  again." 
All  this,  too,  in  the  face  of  a  superior  veteran  army  led  by  Tilly, 
Ibe  best  general  of  the  day.  This  prolonged  contest  ie  known 
8  the  Battle  of  Lohn,  or  Stadt-Lohn. 

FsEDBBtcs's  retreat  in  the  third  campaign  {that  in  I75B), 
of  tho  Seven  Tears'  War,  after  he  had  lost  all  his  artillery  at 
Hoobkircb,  is  another  notable  example. 

The  retreat  of  Moheau  through  the  Black  Forest,  in  1706, 
rery  much  lauded  at  tho  time;  that,  again,  of  Sir  John  Moobb, 
trhich  cnlminatod  in  hia  victory  of  Coninna,  in  1808,  greatly 
Bdmired  by  Napikb;  that  of  Wellington,  within  the  lines  of 
r<ve8  ViBDRAS,  in  1810;  that  of  Massbna,  out  of  Portugal, 
wfore  Wellington,  in  1811,  were  incomparably  grealei',* 

How  much  more  glorious,  although  in  miniature,  Clausel's 
streat  from  his  repulse  at  Uonstantine  in  1836. 

On  Saturday,  28th  June,  there  was  an  affair  at  Golding's 
tTarni,  in  which  the  rebels  were  repulsed  with  so  much  facility 
llbat  they  were  actually  deceived  for  a  moment  as  to  the  reality 
f  the  withdrawal  of  the  Union  army.f 

A  Mtlar  ■imile.  pertupn,  Is  Uie  Seven  Dnjl'  BiiIUbs,  la  RctnisC.  of  Frelbnrg,  3d-9tk 
pat,  IHt.  nblch  progTMHcil  ind  tenqlnnlcd  yrrr  much  llko  oar  own  "  SmuniBr 
•kofFlgfatlng/'asU]  Jimela  Uig  lit  'julj,  186S:  Stomkwuj.  Jackeos  repreBanUng 
fmpetDoaH  Cohd».  —  Ccbt'b  ■'  Zlvaqf  Uu  Warriort,"  1BI1-167B.  1. 18. 
t  Geaanl  KuBiTT  cKWsod  chsawBinp  odd  mile  higher  than  the  nnial  raad.il  Bnck. 
Vurd,  uid  iboat  lODdowii  luul  (wnnd  ill  hli  tnim  uid  utlllei?;  and.  >n«t 
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On  "the  battle  Sunday,*^  29th  June,  an  engagement  took 
place  at  Savage  Station.     In  this  Keabn y  took  a  prominent  part 

On  Monday,  30th  June,  occurred  the  battle  of  Frazier's  Farm 
(or  Nelson's  Farm,  or  Glendale),  or  New  Market  Cross-Roads. 
This  resulted  in  a  victory  for  the  Union  forces.  "  The  reW 
troops  became  a  mob,  and  fled  in  terror  toward  Richmond." 
A  mournful  wail  was  hoard  from  Glendale  during  that  long  dis- 

advancing  in  »ecaritya  »hort  distance,  his  sconta  fell  upon  the  enemy^s  pieketi.iBd 
there  commenced  a  very  brisk  firing  in  the  woods  in  front.  The  reconnoisMiice  nidi 
it  certain  that  the  Confederate  forces  were  near  as,  and  that  an  attempt  to  tdnaei 
along  the  road  would  bo  hotly  contested,  and  might  bring  on  a  general  engsfeaest. 
General  Kearnt  drew  dp  his  men  in  the  order  of  battle  antil  after  night,  and  tlwo,tii 
the  darkness,  sought  to  Join  the  other  divisions  of  the  army.  I  have  often  beard  tiw 
men  and  of&cers  of  the  army  speak  of  that  ni^:ht's  march  in  the  gloomy  forest,  who* 
nothing  could  be  seen  but  the  flash  of  the  fire-fly.  The  uncertainty  of  the  way,  the  bmt 
presence  of  the  enemy,  the  thunder  of  the  battle  not  l^r  fh)m  them,  made  this  a  oi|kt 
long  to  be  remembered,  and  the  most  thoughtless  were  impressed  with  sad  aati^ 
tions  of  to-morrow.    •    •    ♦ 

To  guard  against  the  success  of  such  a  demonstration  (a  flank  movement),  stroa; 
bodies  of  our  troops  were  massed  at  important  points  on  the  several  roads.  Ob  Uioii 
leading  fVom  Richmond.  General  Heintzelman,  with  the  divisions  of  Generals Hooiiii 
Kearnt,  Seouwick  and  McCall,  were  placed.  Our  trains  and  the  advancing  troops  wa« 
to  pass  over  the  road  to  Turkey  Bond  or  Malvern  Hill,  called  Quaker  Road.  TUiroid 
cuts  at  ri^ht  angles  the  various  highways  running  from  Richmond  east,  and  tbereAxi 
is  the  great  highway  to  James  river  ftom  Savage  Station.  Along  this  road  all  theirtil- 
lery  troops  and  wagons  of  the  army  had  to  pass.  It  was  the  plan  of  the  enemy,  ai  aoen 
as  they  discovered  the  course  we  were  taking,  to  cut  in  twain  our  army,  andtodrfn 
back  and  capture  such  portion  as  could  be  severed  from  the  main  bcnly. 

Franklin  and  Sumner  held  the  rear,  Slocum  was  on  the  left,  and  HEiNTZEiJiASoathi 
right.  Hooker  occupied  a  position  on  the  Quaker  Road ;  to  his  right,  McCall, and  »t^ 
Kearnt  the  extreme  right.  Those  various  divisions  were  thrown  into  these  poationi 
to  protect  our  army,  seeking  its  new  base,  and  to  repel  the  efforts  of  the  enonjW 
break  through  our  lines— a  catastrophe  which  would  have  been  fatal  to  all  that  portioB 
thus  cut  off  from  the  main  trunk.    ♦    *    • 

The  conduct  of  General  Kearnt  in  this  battle  was  the  admiration  of  aU  his  corpl. 
He  was  everywhere  directing  in  all  movements,  imparting,  by  his  presence  and  ckw" 
Bightedness,  the  most  determined  courage  to  his  men.  Wherever  the  dan^  ^'U 
greatest,  there  he  pressed  and  carried  with  him  a  personal  power  that  was  equal  to  a 
reinforcement.  In  a  pre-eminent  degree,  he  possessed  that  military  prescience,  <v 
anticipation  of  what  was  coming,  and  the  point  of  an  enemy's  attack,  which  hu  dll^ 
acterized  every  great  man  who  has  risen  to  distinction  in  the  art  of  war.    *    •   • 

General  Heintzelman  was  commander  of  the  third  army  corps,  all  the  r^imentiof 
which  were  engaged  in  this  battle.    For  him  all  the  o£Bcers  and  men  had  the  deepest 
rsspect.    He  was  always  cool,  and  in  danger  perfectly  self-possessed.    A  man  of  i^ 
kindness  of  heart,  considerate  of  his  men,  temperate,  wisely  discriminating  ai^  )Ql^ 
There  was  felt  in  him,  as  a  soldier,  the  utmost  confidence ;  without  any  of  tbon 
knightly  and  brilliant  qualities  which  made  the  names  of  Hooker  and  Keabntt  thetja* 
onyms  of  chivalry  and  daring,  he  was  brave  without  rashness,  and  life«saving  witbool 
imbecility,  dignified  in  demeanor,  yet  easily  approached,  and  the  IHend  of  every  soUkr. 
—Chaplain  Marks'  *'  Peninsula  Campaign,'*  pages  97S-S88. 
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mal  night,  lit  up  by  the  red  glare  of  torches  flitting  to  and  fro 
the  rebels  gathered  np  their  wounded.  On  thia  occasion, 
£BAitNT  held  about  the  center  of  our  line. 

The  night  before  Malvern,  that  is,  during  the  fierce  conflict 

of  Glcndale,  says  Major- General  B ,  Kearny  had  one  of 

those  escapes  which  must  have  led  him  to  euppOHe  that  he  bore 

B  charmed  life,  exactly  the  same  as  occurred  to  him  on  the  eve 

of  Solferino,  and  cost  him  bis-life  in  the  gloaming  of  Chautilly. 

He  rode  out,  supposing  McCall's  line  was  a  prolongation  of  his 

to  the  left ;  McCall  had  not  bronglit  his  men  up,  and 

Ekabvt  dashed  directly  into  a  body  of  deployed  troops,  tiring 

jbriskly.     He  perceived  at  once  that  the  ekirmiBhing  was  after 

ntxnner  different  from  our  own,  and  made  up  his  mind  that 

li,e  was  ID  the  midst  of  the  rebels.    Jual  then  an  oflicer  came 

Dp,  mistakiug  him  for  a  rebel  general,  and  asked  what  be  should 

do  now.     Kearny,  looking  down  at  bim  severely,  answered, 

Do,  Sir !  do  as  I  have  always  direct«d  you  to  do  in  such  a 

ise,  Sir!"  turned  and  rode  quietly  away,  expecting  every 

Loment  that  the  mistake  would  be  discovered,  and  that  he 

would  be  shot.' 

During  the  retreat,  Ebakny  had  relieved  another  division, 
kd  assumed  a  position  for  the  night.  With  the  eye  of  a  soldier 
and  a  general,  he  had  posted  his  artillery  and  distributed  their 
iupports.aud  now  surveyed  the  approaches  and  his  dispositions 
with  the  calm  satisfaction  of  one  who  fait  himself  the  master  of 
(he  situation.  Remember  that  this  was  in  the  midst  of  the  tur- 
taoil  and  diiBculties  of  (and  such)  a  retreat.  After  this  survey, 
he  tamed  to  an  ofli<«r  near  by  and  remarked :  "  If  they  (the 


I  ceUted  ot  Ui 


■  The  moH  waodcrfii]  ilorli 

W  dunctir  d/  >  "  SaJamanOtr."    Be  wst  to 

!•  biiiUalD  bis  iMlb.eTeirnhen  during  tbe  I 

»T  DMr  brinfi  Ukea  il  WMlt  Oak  Swamp. 

Blny  Of  Ibe  »I>«U,  hot  hLrlj  cut  hia  w.ji  th 


bnr*  KiASKr.  nlio  Uttcnllr  bean 
0  MOP  vlth  hli  one  ■rin.  ud  holdtug 
:e)laf  ItoflRbt.  At  nns  llmi  be  oma 
Is  win  mrronnded  bj  no  fewer  thu 
i~ta  tbem  —  lamsd  and  atlclug  IT  tiiey 
Iholr  hiods ! "  Tbe  man  all  lors  him 
ofbt*  t'leottloe  Ihal  CTsrjbod;  li  not 
lade  uf  cut.lroD  ttks  blmielf. 

OcMnl  Hecnteeliiai.  perfunned  his  dal;  hICtifBlly  and  honeatlr.  wbllg  Uie  com- 
lUdar*  ot  tbe  dliiBluai  ot  tbe  cotpt  (Qeuenli  KJuJUit  and  Hookbb)  haie  Unl  place 
I  the  pnlilk  esilnwtlon  ?thlch  ibey  have  earned  by  lunji  etllact  and  berolo  sotlona, 
id  •hlch  renden  il  nonece.Mir  tat  n>e  to  do  aoBbt,  f 


Slid  the  rlalnji  tuna  at  Iha  other."  -  tNoB/p^Hr  SUpt  in 


•j>AulJior.)  . 
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rebels)  can  drive  me  out  of  this  position,  they  can  call  me  a 

Jersey ."     The  concluding  word  was  more  forcible  than 

orthodox.  It  was  such  speeches  as  these,  indicating  impert^^ 
bable  self-reliance  and  faith  in  himself  and  men,  that  gave  the 
troops  courage  and  confidence  in  times  of  doubt  and  peril. 

The  reader  must  have  remarked  the  testimony  of  General 
Wainwright  in  regard  to  Kearny's  self-possession  and  power 
of  rapid,  clear  and  conclusive  thinking  to  the  point  under  the 
heaviest  and  most  stinging  fire.  In  this  imperturbable  actiT^ 
minded  physical  phlegm  he  was  only  surpassed  by  his 
own  fiery,  headlong  activity  when  a  change  of  circumstances 
demanded  a  complete  substitution  of  antagonistic  characteris- 
tics. Such  a  combination  of  qualities,  however  strange  they 
may  appear  to  ordinary  readers,  should  not  be  so  to  militaiy 
students.  Gustavus,  Tl'rexxe,  Torstexson,  Saxe,  Frede- 
ric, ZiETHEX,  Seydlitz,  Blucher  (thcsc  last  three  should 
be  always  named  together),*  Massena,  Soult,  Radetzki, 
all  possessed  an  aggressive  power  which  was  only  surpassed 
by  their  resistive  might  when  the  time  called  for  the  one  or 
the  other  in  the  superlative  degree.  From  the  earliest  times, 
all  grand  types  of  the  Anglo-Saxon,  the  Teutonic,  or,  more 
properly  speaking,  the  Theotiscan  race,  have  proved  their 
greatness  by  the  display  of  an  attack  like  the  lightning,  and  a 
resistance  like  a  cube  of  granite,  which  was  one  of  the  emblems 
of  the  great  Gustavus. 

In  the  finest  specimen  of  the  Saxon,  Harold,  who  succnmbed 
to  fate,  slain,  but  not  vanquished,  at  Hastings,  there  is  a  perfect 
exemplification  of  that  fiery,  nervous  "forward"  which  w 
ascribed  to  the  Celt,  and  that  stubborn,  fearless,  anchored^  or 
rooted,  steadfastness  whioh  should  render  immortal  the  Dutch 
infantry  of  Fleurusf  of  Almanza,  in  fact,  throughout  Kin^ 
William  Ill's  wars ;  of  the  English  infantry  of  Fontenoy  down 
to  Waterloo ;  and  of  the  Prussian  infantry,  especially  the  Pom* 
eranian,  of  FREDERia  If  we  have  a  real  portrait  of  HaroU>» 
and  not  an  ideal  one,  in  him  the  general  reader  could  recognixo 


♦  BiEeKB'e  Blucher,  iil-IV. 

tRouBSET'B  "Loitvoib"  IV,  403,  etc.,  worthy  examination  to  learn  what  a  good 
iufantiy,  when  tma  to  itaoU^  qoq  40hley«,  even  amid  disaster. 
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Kbabxt;  IIaboLd,  so  mighty  in  his  ODset,  as  at  York  victori- 
ouB,  so  uQghakable  ia  his  defense  at  Unsliuga,  until  an  arrow 
tttrongU  the  bend,  shot  at  random,  ended  his  glorious  life,  jost 
an  one  bullet  out  of  a  volley  set  free  tho  spirit  of  Keabny  at 
Chanliily. 

But  it  was  not  only  on  the  battle-field  that  Keakst  displayed 
ihe  superiority  of  l)i»  oiiud-.  He  was  proi)hetic  in  hia  common 
sense,  and  iu  his  prescience  he  always  found  a  reason  and  a  solu- 
Uon  of  what  seemed,  to  leaser  men,  temerity, 
■  During  the  six  days'  retreat  and  the  sevex  days'  figotimc, 
Kbakst  seems  to  have  been  the  only  general  whoso  foresight 
u  demonstrated  by  recorded  words;  who  perceived  that  the 
iJutger  arose  trom  moral  feebleness  in  the  direction  which  could 
1^  only  met  by  extra  exertion  and  provision  on  the  part  of  the 
vabordinates.  Thus,  he  was  always  on  the  alert  to  make  him- 
flelf  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  roads,  so  that,  if  our  move- 
iments  were  checked  or  choked  on  one,  his  troops  could  he 
extricated  on  another,  Just  as  nature  turns  the  current  of  the 
,blpod  by  anastomosis  into  a  new  channel,  when  the  regular  om^ 
'■i&  severed  or  closed  by  accident  or  violence.  No  one  knew  bei^ 
t«r  than  he  the  necesiity  of  studying  the  topography  of  a  coun- 
try, sinee  a  battery  on  a  commanding  knoll,  or  a  little  wood 
well  slashed,  or  a  gulley  with  an  abrujit  bank  wisely  occupied 
^dwell  de tended,  might  stop  the  march  of  a  victorious  cohmiij. 
He  also  knew  that  his  men  must,  in  such  a  rapid  retreat  (unn«- 
Deseary,  as  It  turned  out,  ae  regarded  the  enemy,  compulsory  as 
r^arded  their  general-in-chief),  must  carry  with  them  and  upon 
them  the  means  to  feed  themselves  and  to  feed  the  fight.  Thus, 
nrhen  he  fell  back  from  his  original  position  on  the  railroad,  his 
laet  care  was  to  see  that  each  man  of  hia  division  had  npon  him 
not  only  the  regular  quantity  of  ammunition,  but  one  hundred 
(xtra  cartridges  per  man  stowed  away  upon  hia  person.  What 
was  the  result  ?  Keaknt  never  wiis  driven,  and,  when  in  the 
While  Oak  Swamp,  everything  depended  upon  a  conlinuonf, 
(rell-enstainod,  heavy  hra,  hii  lines  were  able  to  respond  to  the 
exigencies  of  the  crisis,  not  out  of  their  cartridge-boxes,  not  out 
©f  their  ordinary  supply,  but  o*U  of  the  extra  quantity  vnth 
■■  the  prescience  o/Kkabst  had  leaded  their  pockets  and 
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th^hr  fiaversacks.  An  officer  of  wonderfally  tenacious  memorj, 
who  was  in  Heintzelman's  corps,  says  that  nothing  saved  the 
Union  army  in  the  White  Oak  Swamp  but  those  hundred 
roonds  of  cartridges  per  man,  insisted  npon  and  seen  to  by 
KBABmr. 

Tuesday,  1st  July,  our  "Boys  in  Blue"  were  drawn  up  od 
the  pleasant  estate  of  Dr.  Cabter,  known  as  Malvern  Hill,  and 
there  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  won  a  Hohenlinden  victory 
which,  under  any  other  general,  would  have  been  improved,  and 
resulted  in  the  capture  of  Richmond.  Here  Porter's  corps 
constituted  the  extreme  left  of  our  line,  whose  shape  resembled 
that  of  a  bill-hook.  Next  to  Porter's  came  the  diviuon  of 
Couch,  then  Kearny,  then  Hooker;  to  the  right  of  theae, 
Sumner's  corps,  then  Smith,  then  Slocum. 

The  posting  of  our  troops  on  that  day  was  intrusted  to  one, 
of  whom  a  friend  —  who  served  under  him  for  many  years— 
writes  thus,  confirming  the  report  of  every  one  who  knew  him: 
"  General  A.  A.  Humphreys  was  once  Assistant  in  charge  of 
the:  Coast  Survey  office,  and  his  survey  and  report  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi river  placed  him,  scientifically,  at  the  apex  of  his  corpi 
and  of  the  army,  and,  strange  to  say,  after  he  got  command  of 
a  fighting  column,  his  courage  and  energy  were  equal  to  his 
mental  attainments." 

The  following  is  worthy  of  incorporation,  as  the  facts  are  from 
the  pen  of  one  who  greatly  admired  Kearny,  and  spoke  of  him 
in  the  warmest  terms  —  more  particularly  as  it  ftimishes  a  com- 
plete account  of  the  posting  of  our  troops  at  Malvern  Hill : 

General  A.  A.  Humphreys*  posted  the  army  at  Malvem,with 
the  exception  of  Porter's  corps  (the  Fifth),  and  Couch's  division 
of  thq  Third  Corps,  which  were  already  in  position  when  hearrired 
on  the  ground.  The  Head-Quarters  of  the  army  were  at  H»x- 
all's.  Landing.  About  two  o'clock  a.  m..  General  McCleiun 
sent  for  General  Humphreys,  to  inform  him  that  Sumnbb's  and 
Heintzelman's  corps  were  at  Malvern,  but  not  in  position— 
(Franklin,  an  hour  or  so  later,  came  in  toward  Haxall's  with 
hiia.  corps ;    Keyes'  corps  was  already  there)  —  and  requested 

Humphreys  to  proceed  thither  at  daylight,  and  post  the  troops 

- — %k- ■ — ■  — — ^ 

•  See  M«j.*Gen.  Barnabd's  **  Peninsula  Campaign,'"  Note  21,  page  91. 
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J>?  masaivoly  na  he  coald.  Genern!  Hcmphbbts  had  been  over 
Malvern  the  day  before,  nnd  over  the  ground  to  the  right  of  it. 
Tbi»  he  did,  sending  up  some  of  Kktes'  troops  that  bo  found 
coming  toward  Uasall'a.  He  saw  General  Portek,  and,  accom- 
panied by  General  IlrNT,  commanding  the  Artillery  Reserve  of 
tlie  Army,  rode  at  once  to  Couch's  Division,  ou  the  right  of  the 
Fifth  Corps,  The  Fifth  Corps  waa  well  posted ;  whether 
trenched  or  not  was  not  observed-  Then  Humphreys  saw  Gen- 
eml  Couch,  and  discussed  with  him  the  position  as  they  rode 
over  the  ground.  Some  pari  of  Couch's  ground  was  slightly- 
trenched. 

At  his  right,  extending  down  tow.ird  the  enenjy  a  considera- 
ble distance,  wai  a  tiiiuk  grovL'.  This  Huuphrets  endeavored 
t^  httf  e  slashed,  as  he  believed  the  enemy  would  use  it  as  a  cover 
in  attack,  whioh  they  did.  The  force  ho  sent  for,  to  have  it 
slashed,  was  otherwise  occupied,  and,  as  the  next  best  thing,  the 
woods  were  occupied  by  Couch  as  well  as  it  could  be.  From 
Couch's  position,  he  rode  along  the  ground  and  selected  the 
jtOBition  for  Heintzkucan's  and  SustxKa's  Corps  to  occupy. 
By  this  remark,  it  is  not  intended  to  convey  the  idea  that  be 
went  into  the  details  of  the  ground ;  that,  of  course,  was  left  to 
the  commanders  of  troops.  He  sent  the  directlons'by  aids  to 
KsABinr  and  Hooeer,  as  Hbiiitzblman  was  not  on  the  gronnd, 
but  had  gone  to  see  General  McClellan,  as  had  also  SuutTSR. 
It  wonld  appear  that  neither  Heintzglman's  nor  Susinkk's 
gronnd  was  trenched,  except  a  small  part  of  the  right  of  the 
latter.  General  Babmard  joined  General  HuHrnaEYS  in  the 
Oonrse  of  tile  ride,  and  went  over  that  part  of  the  ground  with 
htm  which  Kearny's  and  Hooker's  Divisions  occupied.  They 
parted,  and  General  Baenabd  joined  General  McCleliak  about 
half-past  eiglit  A.  M.,  as  General  McClellan  rode  through  tho 
gronnd  which  Kearny  afterward  occupied.  General  Barnard 
continued  with  General  McClkijijn  to  the  Head-Quarters  camp ; 
and  General  IIumphbets,  with  General  Hunt,  continued  select- 
ing the  ground  for  the  line  of  battle,  advising  with  Hubt  for 
th«  artillery  positions. 

They  finally  reached  a  point  where  it  waa  necessary  to  descend 
from  the  hill  of  Malvern,  where  the  position  or  country  was 
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open,  and  enter  low  wooded  ground  Here  General  Husrleft 
General  Hui£Phbkys,  and  returned  to  his  lEleserve  Artillery; 
and  the  latter  sent  word  to  Pobteb,  or  Stjmnes,  or  to  the  lit- 
ter's division  commanders,  designating  the  ground  thejwere 
to  occupy.  General  McClellan  passed  General  Huhfhuts 
on  the  hill,  at  the  distance  of  two  hundred  or  three  hundred 
yards,  so  that  he  did  not  speak  to  him.  He  appeared  to  be  coo- 
versing  at  one  time  with  Sumneb  and  Heintzelmak  about  the 
ground,  as  thpy  stopped  and  pointed  in  different  directioDB.  It 
was  not  until  General  Humphbeys  had  reached  the  vicinity  of 
HaxalPs  that  he  had  determined  what  grounds  ought  to  be  occo- 
pied  between  Malvern  and  the  river.  At  Haxall's  he  saw  Gen- 
eral McClellan,  told  him  what  he  had  done,  and  whit  he 
proposed  to  do.  He  also  saw  General  Fbanklin,  and  had  some 
conversation  as  to  how  his  corps  should  be  posted ;  then  passed 
to  the  corps,  and  saw  General  W.  F.  Smith  ;  pointed  out  a  mill- 
dam  where  his  right  could  rest,  and  gave  him  the  comfMUS 
direction  by  which  to  extend  to  his  left  through  low  wooded 
ground  so  as  to  unite  with  the  troops  on  the  hill;  Gener^ 
Slocum's  left  (if  memory  serves)  joined  Smith's  right,  and  the 
latter  division  closed  in  on  the  river,  on  the  extreme  Union 
right  Peck's  division,  of  Khyes'  Corps,  supported  on  the 
right.  He  then  rode  rapidly  up  to  Malvern,  the  artillery  fire 
having  begun,  and  went  to  see  about  connecting  Smith's  troop* 
with  Sumneb's.  With  some  difficulty  he  (Humphbeys)  got  Su* 
neb  (after  taking  him  over  the  ground)  to  extend  his  right  to 
meet  Smith.  Humphbeys  rode  with  Sumneb's  extending  trocf*^ 
andy  as  they  entered  a  field  on  one  side  from  the  tooods.  Smith's 
troops  entered  it  on  the  other,  from  the  same  woods,  the  two  line* 
of  troops  being  as  exactly  identical  in  direction  as  if  they  hoi 
been  moving  on  a  line  marked  out  by  instruments,  Humphbkys 
had  not  ridden  over  the  line  before,  though  he  had  examined 
the  ground  in  the  vibinity  closely. 

The  exact  coincidence  was,  of  course,  accidental,  but  it  was 
somewhat  remarkable.*     Now,  all  the  line  through  this  wooded 

_ .         ■!  ■  - "  I  I  »  ■  ** 

*  Snch  remarkable  accnracy  of  direction  and  ilmQ  conNAtntM,  it  is  raid,  tbe  ebttf 
excellence  of  the  Prasslan  Infantry.  Precision  and  panctnality  were  the  pHndpri 
causes  of  the  success  of  the  followers  of  the  Black  Eagle  daring  the  *'  SeTei  ^9^^ 
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ground,  from  tte  brow  of  the  bill  to  the  right,  on  the  river,  was 
treuched,  and  near  the  river  the  ground  was  open,  and  Sloccu's 
front  was,  probably,  not  at  all  trenched,  or  not  entirely.  Huu- 
PBBxrs  did  not  give  it  Lis  attontioo,  but  aent  Major  Dcamb,  of 
the  Engineers,  with  bis  battaliou,  to  aiash  in  front  of  the  mill- 
pond  on  Surru'a  right,  as  a  main  road,  entered  at  this  point  from 
the  crossing  of  White-Oak-Swnmp-Creek,  the  road  by  which 
Fhankuu'8  troops  came  in.  Having  completed  the  line,  Hcm- 
puBKTs  returned  to  Malvern  Hill,  where  the  cannouading  was 
going  on,  but  no  infantry  fire  had  as  yet  begun.  He  remained 
on  the  fronts  of  Heintzkuijii*  and  Sumneb  during  the  greater 
part  of  the  rest  of  the  day,  aa  there  were  indications  of  an  attack 
on  SruNKs's  right  and  Smith's  lefl,  a  weak  part  of  the  line. 
Near  this  weak  position,  however,  stood  three  of  the  hardest 
fighting  men  of  the  army,  a  trio,  known  as  "  Fighting  Prni,," 
"  Fighting  Joe  "  and  "  Fighting  Dan,"  lions  at  bay,  the  first 
MOCe  "dead  on  the  field  of  honor;"  the  second,  afterward 
Bererely  wounded,  holding  his  ground  under  a  Kke  desperate 
sttack  St  Antietam;  the  third  losing  bis  leg,  a  year  and  a  day 
Bubeequently,  stemming  the  fearful  oiiBet  of  Lonbstiikkt 
and  saving  the  position  at  Gettyebnrg.  When  the  infantry 
fire  began  to  bo  sharp,  or  rather  when  the  skinuishing 
began  to  bo  heavy,  on  Conco's  front,  he  concluded  that 
the  battle  was  about  to  begin  in  earnest.  This  was  about 
three  and  a  half  or  four,  not  later  than  four  and  a  half  p,  u. 
From  certain  indiantions  during  the  morning,  he  inferred  that 
the  fight  would  not  begin  until  the  afternoon,  and  bad  so  ex- 
pressed himself  to  General  McCLEiiAjf,  to  whom  HtMPHBGTB 
BOW  sent  a  brief  dispatch,  stating  that  he  believed  the  fight  was 
about  commencing  in  earnest,  and  rode  to  Portbb'b  position  to 
meet  htm.    McClkllan  came  upthere  shortly  afterward,  receiv- 

Wu-"  In  ISM,    Brtv,  BdB.-Geo.  W.  p.  W ^,  who  commiinddd  ibaieUiK,  Y.  V.  In 

]S6*-a.uid  Btndlad  hl^  prorBBBloQ  B9  I  Foldier  In  Prii»F)a,  often  relsUd  hlautoolFbinent 
St  (he  pwclilon  of  the  movement*  rtqrini;  tbe  grand  nitlimry  mancenrros  around  Berlin. 
Be  Mid  llul  he  <Kl1*Ted  Uut,  If  a  Prniilan  line  of  bultlo  encouulirsd  an  obi<taclB  In 
tlieir  adrascc.  and  bad  to  break  to  paH  tt,  alttmngh  ibe  two  vlngr  cDDtinned  on,  e(i)>- 
•raled  uid  oal  of  il^bt  of  Bach  oltaer  for  the  dltiUncs  of  a  mlla,  tbey  would  come 
.lb  at  mncli  accarar.y  if  If  tbe  line  bad  remained  nnbrokcn,  wllb  Iho  flanka 
ta  eoolact  UinmBboal  Ibe  whole  Intenal.  Tbla  (If  nmemtinuice  la  correct)  ^howa  Iha 
iBllj  of  UiB  PniMlin  ilia.  ' 
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ing  his  note  just  before  reacliiog  that  point  where  Couch  Lid 
bis  fight. 

On  the  1st  July,  at  Malvern  Hill,  the  Army  of  the  Potonuc 
won  a  Hohenlinden  victory.  This  furious  conflict,  so  destructiTe 
to  the  assailants,  did  not  cease  until  about  nine  p.  h.,  haTing 
lasted  over  five  hours  after  it  grew  into  the  magnitude  <tf  & 
grand  battle.  The  rebels  were  finally  "  driven  to  the  shelter 
of  ravines,  and  woods,  and  swamps,  utterly  broken  and  deBpu^ 
ing." 

The  worst  of  the  story  now  remains  to  be  told.  After  Xht 
Army  of  the  Potomac  had  won  such  a  victory,  and  the  exolting 
troops  looked  forward  to  harvesting  the  fruits  of  their  bloody 
toils,  orders  were  given  to  retreat  to  Harrison's  Landing.  Then, 
and  not  till  then,  the  bonds  of  discipline  seemed  to  be  unloosed, 
and  a  disorderly  rush  ensued,  which. justified  the  remark  that, 
"  in  the  storm  and  darkness,  the  Union  Army  fled  from  a  victory 
as  though  it  had  been  a  rout."  * 

That  night  a  circumstance  occurred  which  recalled  an  incident 
connected  with  the  defeat  of  the  French  army  at  Oudenarde,  in 
1708.  Prince  Eugene  says:  "The  darkness  of  the  night  pre- 
vented our  pursuit,  and  enabled  me  to  execute  a  scheme  for 
increasing  the  number  of  our  prisoners.  I  sent  out  drummers 
in  difierent  directions,  with  orders  to  beat  the  retreat  after  the 
French  manner,  and  posted  my  French  Refugee  officers,  with 
directions  to  shout  on  all  sides:  —  Here  Picardyl  Here  Chimr 
pagne  I  Here  Piedmont  I    The  French  soldiers  flocked  in,  and 

♦  "  On  the  evening  of  Saturday,  the  94th  November,  the  King  (.Tames  11)  called  tceon- 
ell  of  war"  (In  his  camp  at  Saliebtiry,  when  In  the  presence  of  the  PnniCB  op  ObiW" 
and  the  tenure  of  the  English  crown  depended  on  the  result,  just  as  the  fete  of  W«^ 
mond  hung  on  McClellan's  decision  on  the  evo  of  Malvern).  "  FrvzRSHJUi,  the  Eoj>* 
Commander-in-Chief,  expressed  his  opinion  that  it  was  expedient  for  his  MajMty  to 
fUl  back.  DuiTDKB  earnestly  upheld  a  contrary  opinion,  and  entreated  Jjjns  toaD** 
him  to  march  at  once  and  attack  the  Prince  of  Orange. 

"  Then  out  spoke  gallant  Clavcrhouse, 

And  his  soul  thrlird  wild  and  high. 
And  he  show'd  the  King  his  subjects^ 

And  he  pray'd  him  not  to  fly." 

The  King  decided  for  a  retreat.  The  camp  broke  up  at  Salisbury,  with  all  the  conflh 
slon  of  a  flight."  The  result  was,  James  lost  his  throne,  and  William,  Prince  of  Onop* 
became  King  of  England. -General  Hon.  Sir  Edward  Gust's  '*Xive«  of  the  Warriort^* 
Sd^eries,  vol.  I,  page  S39. 
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I  made  a  good  harvesl  of  them ;  we  took  in  all  about  seven 
tliousand."* 

our  own  case,  after  Malvern,  the  troops  were  intermingled 
to  such  a  degree  lliat  an  eje  witnesB,  an  officer  of  IlooKER'ii 
^vision,  states  that  corps,  division,  brigade  and  regimental 
Btatf  officers  were  Btationed  at  certain  points  to  disentangle  the 
tnarled  skein  and  reaaserable  under  their  proper  commanders, 
bi  designated  localities,  the  armed  and  uniformed  flood  which 
was  flowing  muliiludinoiisly  and  incoherently  to  shelter  itself 
kinder  the  broadsides  of  the  gunboats.f 


B  V)  condltloD  of  ro*(l«  iDd  Una  at  relrcil,  "one  narroa  pom"  (Mnjor  W 

-*e«M),  Bte.,  >ec  SCKHiK'i  TodimoDy;  "Jtipert  (^  OammUUt  mlht  Ctmdvtliif 
'or,"  pit  1,  l.ass;  Compsre  Obctlit  U.  IflT,  Te«»iid  Note*;  Prof.  Jorm  Wu^ 
DturwR^a  '*  drrU  War  Iti  America.'"  IL  414  And  416.  qaotlnj;  very  if  roDg  Lutguigfo 
tlie  "Siport  ijf  Ma  OamaiUit  on  On  COndwt  qf  til*  War;"  BiJ.i«'«  "  TAne 
Itar*  h  IKi  Army,"  113.  etc;  -  Di  Tbobbunij.  1,9T6,  M^awell:  "Then  (on  Barri- 
PluUlioiDtbD  Army  nOllmlltHir  like  4  Mpwrtcked  cnw  ;  tiilt  irhj  which  Iwd 
own  ulvBClan  of  Itself  ud  deiplEe  of  eisir  obetule;"  ChsplilD 
lia  Ca»>paiffn,"*W;  Ohipl^n  Cddwobtb's  ■■  JVrf  JCnwuMMrtb,"  SSSi 
tlyqftlie  Onat  JtOdlltin.'' »TI  II),  etc.;  Cooke'b  ■' Stonewall  Jal'E- 
Stajnglhy:'  S5T.  elc:  Msjor-Oeootal  BtKS*KD'B  " ftninju/or  t'on^ 
W  pdee  «),  p«go  m.  1  8,  ew,,  ate. 
It  bRttle  orH*lv«m  HUl  wu  fought  Jnat  totbe  Hsbtorni,  ind  I  fid  uFi^t} 
yotbMrdui;  Uiins  like  the  ttaanderof  thearimer;  uD  tbat  dny; 
Ions.  Incoiunt  roll :  wlun  at  l^lMi  place,  (Aa  regimmU  inert  Itaving  In  a 
fmk;  wo^nw.  Hct  and  umindtd,  artUlay,  oS  fn  Om  Jumble.  'Caluiiel  Hquk' 
not  lal*  tu  Inta  tuiA  a  dltorgtmlitd  mait.  ami  vie  viaHtd  for  the  nod  to 
he  •aU  hticauM  ratker face  fhi  ichele  Sant/um  Om/ulerofv  ttan  toH  liii  refflment 
atrabtU!  and  be  bKcked  bliword  by  inarch]n)(n>  down  1bero*dtuwiird the  rebel 
ptnAdOD.  Btid  there  wn  were  ohilged  lo  lUy  until  the  rosd  wu  clear  eoongb  to  raanh 
n  and  keep  oar  ordu't.  W«  cipciiesced  Ibat  day  ibe  birdetc  nuircbliiE  w  bare  yet 
!B;1d  mad  knee  deep,  fbrdlD)!  atreama  to  our  middle.  rainlnR  Id  torreDlB,  and  no 


Id  (Intb 


na,  then  wa>^  ■  bant  »I1pt>ery  batiom  noder  the  Uyerofrlnnb.  whlcb  made  Itaidlin- 

lll  to  walk  ■«  If  we  were  on  ice,  and  we  wero  CODtinntlUT  tUling  down.    Everybody 

Wbi  everything  nas  wet  tliroueh,  and  all  tired  oat  anil  half  dead  with  Ibe  continued 

id  gone  lhroogb,"—Saldi(!ri' Lettett,  edited  byLiDU  Mnminti  FoiT.pagei 

The  battle  was  followed  by  a  dark  and  »Iomiy  nlj;ht.  biding  fbe  agony  of  thantanda 
0  tay  on  the  blood -ttslDed  flopcB  of  Malvem  IIII1,  and  in  the  cnpi>e<  and  waodlandB 
lond.  The  tain  came  down  In  tcirrentB.  fJellher  Jacltson.nor  Longstrcct.uorA.P. 
I,  had  taken  part  In  tblB  attack.  It  waa  made  by  D.  B.  HUl  and  Mugmder,  Some 
their  men  vlepc  throo^h  the  tempeBtnon»  nlcbt  within  one  bnndred  yards  of  tho 
IMUJ  tiatterles.  With  iDeipreBeible  arloninhineiit,  nben  day  hmke,  tbey  caaC  Ibelr 
•  OD  the  hill  f>Dm  which  they  had  heea  to  fearnilly  repnlicd.  Their  enemy  had  tbd- 
Uhcd— Ibe  volcano  wu  lilent.  Among  the  Conl^deratei.  OTetythlng  waa  lo  the  mOBt 
Ion.  One  of  their  flenerali  iiaya:  "The  next  ciomlng  by  dawn  I  went 
B,  when  I  fOnnd  the  KboiB  army  in  the  nlmoat  dliordef ;  thomaudrnr 
wereulilng  OTery  panei^by  lOr  their  icglinaDU;  i 
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"  On  the  fleeing  columnB  of  the  enemy,"  is  the  language  «f 
Chaplain  Marks,  "  onr  batteries  and  gunboats  continued  to 
fire  until  ten  o'clock  at  night,  throwing  the  shells  into  the  for- 
est ;  for  hours  not  a  gun  replied,  and  not  even  a  courier  dared 
to  show  himself  in  the  open  field. 


and  artillery  obetmcting  every  road,  and  all  together  in  a  drenching  rain  preieDtiiisa 
pcene  of  the  mo«»t  wocftil  and  heart-rending  confujiion." 

"  Seventh  Day,  Wednesday,  July  2d. -The  retreat  to  Harrison's  Landing,  not  crea  is 
the  awAil  night  that  followed  thi»  awful  battle,  wag  not  allotted  to  the  natlooal  innj. 
In  less  than  two  hours  after  the  roar  of  the  conflict  had  ceased,  ordcre  were  giTvnto 
rettnme  the  retreat  and  march  to  Ilarrinou's  Landing.  At  midnight  (he  viterh/ txkmtM 
toldiern  were  groping  thHr  staggering  way,  along  a  road  described  as  deiqierale,  in  oIAc 
confudon  ofaJUeing  and  rou(4id  army.  There  was  bat  one  narrow  pass  throngh  whid» 
tho  army  could  retreat,  and,  though  the  distance  was  only  seven  miles,  it  wasnotootQ 
the  middle  of  the  next  day  that  Harrl!)on*s  Landing  was  reached.  The  mud  was  actn- 
ally  ankle  deep  all  over  the  ground.  The  last  of  the  wagons  did  not  reach  the  selected 
Bite  nutil  after  dark  on  the  8d  of  July.  The  rear  guard  then  moved  into  their  camp, and 
everything  was  secnre.  The  paralyzed  Confederates  made  a  feeble  panait,and,ontbA 
8th,  went  back  to  Richmond.  Not  without  profound  reluctance  was  the  order  to  coo- 
tinue  the  retreat  to  IlarrisonV  Landing  obeyed.  General  Keabnt.  than  wbom  there 
was  not  a  more  noble  soldier  in  the  whole  army,  exclaimed,  in  a  gronp  of  indipM&t 
officers :  "  I,  Philip  Keaunt,  an  old  soldier,  enter  my  solemn  protest  against  thi# order 
to  retreat.  We  ought,  instead  of  retreating,  to  follow  up  the  enemy  and  take  Richmond. 
And,  in  ftiU  >iew  of  all  the  responsibility  of  fuch  a  declaration,  I  i^ay  to  you  all  that  «d» 
an  order  can  only  be  prompted  by  cowardice  or  treason."  The  French  princes  left  the 
army  early  the  next  morning:  its  condition  was  to  all  appearances  desperate.  Tliey  , 
went  on  board  a  steamer,  and  soon  after  departed  for  the  north.  The  Committee  of 
Congress  on  the  C(m(luct  of  the  War,  referring  to  the.se  events,  declare  "  The  retreitof 
the  army  from  Malvern  to  Ilarrinon's  Bar  was  very  precipitate.  The  troops,  upon  their 
arrival  there,  were  huddled  together  in  great  confusion,  the  entire  army  being  collected 
within  a  space  of  about  three  miles  along  the  river.  No  orders  were  given  the  flwt  dij 
for  occupying  the  heights  which  commanded  the  position,  nor  were  troops  aoplacedMto 
be  able  to  resist  an  attack  in  force  by  the  enemy,  and  nothing  but  a  heavy  rain,  therel>y 
preventing  the  enemy  from  bringing  up  their  artillery,  saved  the  army  from  dcAtrnc* 
tlon."  There  had  been  sent  to  the  Peninsula  about  one  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  men 
(159,500).  On  the  3d  of  July,  after  this  great  army  had  reached  the  protection  of  the 
gunboats  at  Harrison's  Landing.  McClellan  telegraphed  to  the  Secretary  of  War.  that  he 
presumed  he  had  not  **  over  6<),000mcn  left  with  their  colors."  Hereupon  President  Lw- 
COLN  (July  7th)  went  to  Harrison's  Landing,  and  found  that  there  were  about  86,000ine* 
there.  •  •  •  Thus  ended  the  great,  the  ill-starred,  the  melancholy  Peninsula  expedition. 
It  had  no  presiding  genius,  no  controlling  mind.  There  was  an  incredible  sluggishnew 
in  the  advance;  it  actually  gave  the  Confederates  time  to  pass  their  Conscription  Law 
and  bring  their  conscripts  Into  the  field.  The  magnificent  army,  which  had  been  or^aD- 
ized  with  so  much  pageantry  at  Washington,  and  moved  down  Chesapeake  Bay  with 
eo  much  pomp,  had  sickened  in  the  dismal  trenches  of  Yorktowu,  and  left  thonrtnda 
upon  thousands  In  the  dark  glades  and  gloomy  marshes  of  the  blood-stained  Chick** 
hominy.  It  is  the  testimony  of  tho  corps  commanders  that  they  were  left  as  best  thej 
might  to  conduct  the  fatal  retreat.  The  General  was  importunately  demanding  of  the 
government  more  troops,  never  using  all  that  he  had.  Countless  millions  of  money  had 
been  wasted  ;  tens  of  thousands  of  men  had  been  destroyed.  From  the  inception  of  the 
campaign  to  ita  end,  military  audacity  was  pitted  against  military  timidity,  promptoeu 
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•"  The  battle  was  over,  but  the  cannonading  still  continaed, 
anil  shells  and  balls  of  every  Idnd  tore  through  the  voods  in  a 
ceaseless  whirlwind  of  fury.  In  the  xtieaa  time,  thousands  of 
Confederates  fled  in  the  wildest  disorder  from  the  scene,  and 
hid  themselves  in  ewampa  and  hollows;  soldiers  without  gnns, 
koraemeo  without  caps  and  swords,  onme  to  the  hospitals  in  the 
battle  field  of  Glendalc,  '  two  and  a  half  miles  from  Malvern,'  and 
reported  that  '  their  regiments  and  brigades  were  swept  away, 
and  that  they  alone  were  escaped  to  tell  the  tale.'  It  ia  one  of 
tlie  strangest  things,  in  this  week  of  disasters,  that  General 
McClkllan  ordered  a  retreat  to  Harrison's  Landing,  six  miles 
down  the  James  river,  after  we  had  gained  so  decided  a  victory. 
When  this    order  was    received  by  the  impatient    and    eager 


*|^ln*t  iironsttiiiacloii,  ind  tbe  refuU  codM  aol  bg  olher  tban  It  ma.  The  Coufedcr- 
il  CBBtrevLLlD.  io  iDTerior  nnmbrn.  snd  In  contEtapllble  vork*.  held  U0CLBU.DI 
SI  fav-  Tbey  did  Um  mids  at  YorktawD,  tbnuGh  ho  bid  much  mare  than  tan  tlmei 
thalrMnnslh.-Prot,  DnttKa'a  -  CicU  War  in  Anwka,"  vol.  II,  p»ge  418,  etc. 

be  COKDtrr  lu  tbe  Tlclnfty  ur  Barrlaou'B  LiDdliiK  ban  been  apUy  taniied  tbo  "Eden 
of  VIisIbU;"  bnt.  when  the  *nnror  HcCi-kujn  gathered  lUelr  tngether  the  moniliiK 
Ihe  terrlblo  battle  or  Malvern  HUl,  and  mtrved  toward  the  Landini;,  the  rtpenlof 
9Mt  or  wbeU  and  eoro,  In  aU  tbulr  Eoldea  lunriance.  wore  trampled  nuder  fool,  and 
tbabetBlKulpkliiro  or  plenty  and  peace  paated  like  a  mirage  rniin  ibe  view,  and,  iwfora 
tlMSlsIitof  that  day.  tbe  tccne  tbat  prose  Died  llaeir  deSea  deecriptlon.  ttwaaa  dno- 
ight  10  behold  the  reuoiuit  or  that  usee  a[ilen<lld  Array  or  the  Pulomac  huddled 
together  Dnder  the  petting  ttorm.  witboat  ahvlter,  withont  food,  koec^deep  In  mgdi 
raodeibaDBIod,  ralol;  aeeblaga  dry  apot  nbereon  lu  alrFichtbeIr  aore  and  tired 
I.  Id  Fplle  ot  tbe  dlacoinrortB  or  tbat  day,  one  conld  rcarco  forbear  amlllne  M  ho 
d  Ibe  loldli-'ra  nloddlng  their  way  through  Iho  mod.  A  atep.  and  down  they  woBld 
go,  leariDg  eboea  and  boot:  liehlnd  them  with  placid  reaij^allon.  knowing  tbat  It  irae 
alto  Btmntlo.  and  Bnallj  alnklng  fromrheei  BihaniUon.  Ullllnaa'  worlb  of  prop- 
ma  deatroyed  npon  Hie  ronlo.  In  the  fleWa,  n-agoua  and  commlaaary  aiorea  o(  all 
>werepilsd  (ogftheraodhnmed.  10  prevent  them  fromnuilng  Into  the  bandu  or  the 
■aeiOT.  Barrola  of  sugar,  coffee,  pork,  rice,  beana,  and  boiesof  bread,  were  rerkleaaly 
llBBg  Into  tbe  road,  or  piled  in  maiaee  and  sot  fire  to.  Pobllc  and  private  atorea  shared 
le  aame  (ate.  Tbe  luxnrlv*  of  tbe  general  were  flnnelnto  tbe  aaroe  bla»  that  cnn- 
aaed  the  coarse  neceisariea  of  tbe  aoldler;  no  ilia  tin  ctlonn  were  made  ;  deilmcllna 
ma  tbe  order  of  the  day.  and  everything  that  coald  not  bo  transported  waa  jflven  over 
>  Ihe  deatrojlng  element. 

Wlun  the  aoldLen  witneaacd  this  dire  deslnictlon,  Ihey  conld  no  longer  donlit 
the  naenltnde  of  tbelr  mlafarlane.  Tboae  hamfng  pilea  were  algnlflcaBl  of  defeat, 
and  they  tnmsd  their  eyes,  sad  and  dispirited.  In  the  direction  of  the  Landing,  where 
were  gathered  the  tranaporle  that  were  aoop.  tbivy  snppored.  to  take  them  from  tbe 

Tbe  rebel  army  were,  boweter.  In  a  hu  worae  condition  than  oarselte*.  They 
were  actoally  alarving,  and,  fortnnalelj  for  oa,  in  the  langnagc  of  Ibe  Pniaalan  ofllcer, 
Cotonel  EaTTAS.  "they  bad  no  army  with  which  to  pnrane  aa."  Oncenofevoiy  giede 
weie  down  at  the  Lnndbii;.  having  no  conmiandB,  and  waiting  for  an  opportunity  to  get 
•baud  the  Icanaporta,— HcNuuu'a  "  IrlA  t/litOi  MatiashuKU;"  vol.  I,  page  109,  ate. 
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army,  consternation  and  amazement  overwhelmed  our  patriotic 
and  ardent  host.  Some  refused  to  obey  the  command.  General 
Mabtindale  shed  tears  of  shame.  Even  (Greeley  11, 167,  [43]) 
FiTZ  JoHX  Porter's  devotion  to  his  chief  was  temporarily 
shaken  by  this  order,  which  elicited  his  most  indignant  protest" 

After  the  final  clinch  on  the  bloody  slope  of  Malvern  Ell, 
when  the  enemy  recoiled,  bleeding  and  crushed,  from  the 
unbroken  and  defiant  Union  line,  Kearny  felt,  through  every 
fibre  of  his  spirit,  that  a  swift  advance  would  have  crushed  the 
exhausted  rebel  force,  and,  by  the  seizure  of  its  capital,  dealt  the 
Rebel  Governmfent  a  death  blow.  The  failure  to  seize  any  of 
these  opportunities  extorted  from  "the  brave  and  chivalrous 
Kearny  "  the  memorable  words  attributed  to  him  in  more  than 
one  popular  history,  which  were  uttered  in  the  presence  of  several 
officers :  "  I,  Philip  Kearny,  an  old  soldier,  enter  my  solemn 
protest  against  this  order  for  retreat.  We  ought,  instiead  of 
retreating,  to  follow  up  the  enemy  and  take  Richmond;  and, in 
full  view  of  all  the  responsibility  of  such  a  declaration,  I  say  to 
you  all,  such  an  order  can  only  be  prompted  by  cowardice  or 
treason."  * 

And,  with  all,  hopelessness  and  despair  succeeded  the  flush 
of  triumph.  In  silence  and  gloom  our  victorious  army  com- 
menced retiring  from  an  enemy  utterly  broken,  scattered  and 
panic  stricken. 

And,  when  there  was  not  a  foe  within  miles  of  us,  we  leflour 
wounded  behind  to  perish,  and  any  one  witnessing  the  wild 
eagerness  of  our  retreat  would  have  supposed  that  we  were  in 
the  greatest  peril  from  a  vigilant  and  triumphant  enemy. 

Up  to  the  time  when  this  chapter  was  actually  in  hand,  many 
seriously  doubted  if  that  excellent  man.  Chaplain  Marks,  had 
recorded  the  exact  language  used  by  Kearny,  and  the  writer, 
in  a  previous  brief  biography  of  Kearny,  expressed  the  follow- 
ing opinion  :f  **  During  the  remainder  of  that  ill-starred  andmis- 

♦  [Lossiso  II,  435  (2) ;  quoting  Greblet  II,  167  (43,  45) ;  Dr.  Marks'  PeninsuJa  Cam- 
pai^,  2^4;  Gurowiki,  1,236-8;  Stpher's  Pennsylvania  Regenre!*,  805-6.] 

t  If  any  reader  believes  that  the  aathor  i»  actuated  by  any  prejudice  against  McClsi* 
LAW,  he  does  the  author  li^nstlce.  The  opinione  heroin  expressed  are  founded  ot 
carefal  examination  and  comparison  of  flicts.  McClellan  was  not  up  to  his  part  ia 
the  work  in  hand,  just  as  Saint  Abnaud  was  wanting  if  Eu^oblaxb  is  correct  after  tbe 
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aanaged  campaign  (2d-25th  June),  General  Kbaknt  did  his 

Jaty,  and  more  than  hia  duty,  on  all  occasions ;  but  his  spirit 

cas  fettered,  and  his  hopes  dainped,  by  a  growing  digbelief,  at 

irst  in  the  capacity,  and  at  length  in  the  loyalty,  of  the  com- 

anding  general.     By  loyalty,  Kbabnt  could  not  have  intended 

)  oonvey  the  idea  that  McClkllan  was  false  to  the  Union  ;  for, 

he  had  done  so,  he  would  have  been   found,  like  loo  many 

tthers,  in  tlie  ranks  of  the  rebels  in  the  field,  or  their  abettors 

tt  home ;  nor  could  he,  an  he  is  reputed  (erroneously,  I  believe), 

have  in  any  way  reflected  on  the  personal  courage  of  hia 

lonunander;  but,  as  an  officer  remarked,  on  reading  the  charge 

eported  by  Mabks  and  Svpber,  and  quoted  elsewhere,  he  did 

tot  seem  morally  brave  enough  to   'go  in '  like  Grant,  and 

iHSBirAx,  and  Thomas,  and  Rosecrans,  and  Shekidan,  and 

fight  the  thing  out' then  and  there,  being  deluded  with  the 

3oa  of  the  possibility  of  conciliating  the  rebels.     He  was,  too, 

ifccted  with  the  genius  of  what  Napolkos  styled  mezzo-termini 

Ihalf  measures),  by  Fredekic,  'haggling'  to   fight  and  drive 

"  lem  to  the  wall,  which  was  tlie  only  fighting  susceptible,  then 

■  ever,  of  securing  speedy  and  assured  victory." 

Since  theii,  however,  an  officer  of  high  rank  in  the  regular 

irmy  stated  he  was  by  at  the  time,  and  that  Keaent  made  use 

»f  the  same  language  attributed  to  him  by  Chaplain  MaHks. 

VTheti  the  order  was  brought  to  Keakny,  he  became  so  excited 

liat  "he  went  on  like  a  wild  man"  at  the  idea  of  a  victorions 


Inw  (Anwton  f  Ou  Ctinua.  II.  fH.  40.  44.  t\c.  \  Major-Qeaere]  (B  A.)  Oioboi  Beu.> 
Jfei^  HaUn^an  Old  Salditr,"  n,  13S-1S4.  elc);  or  Ihe  Archdake  CHUit.ia  niter 
tpent !  or  CatRkM  Auiibt  (ftei  bl«  niccaiaea  at  tb>  opcnlni;  of  tbe  Campaign  of 
Mllnllalr;  or  tbc  CtrlUt  Oenc^nl  Oomke  wbm  be  fonbon  lo  enter  Hidrld,  In  t93T 
SoUltr  i)f  nm  Qhh<u."  ti.  4S)  ;  ar  any  atber  general  — sod  Ibece 
bnndred*  equally  snlltj  —  who  let  ■■  I  daro  not  wail  upon,  1  woold."  (Com- 
■[.au  II.  I«t :  ToDLism  1. 157 ;  BmotUEi  tl.  1T3-18D.  etc.)  Tbe  *iic«eH- 
Ja  ot  bUioTT  are  Ihoae  uho  ncoed  Fonane  aa  Uie  fiperlenced  Lovglace 
tba  wiles  and  daring  ur  couqneat.  anil  by  audacity  sad  even  pltileas  aggrea- 
ert  defeat  — aa  did  Santa  ANna  hi!  crawnlDgvlclDr)' over  Ihe  Hpanlanls  — 
■to  TietorT-  II  la  nol  phfilcaJ  conrage  that  vlna  the  great  priiea  of  glorr-  bnt  tbat 
ml  pow«r  (Kni<iii.AK>  II,  iST),  which  bj  marvelom  iriompba  over  pbjalcal  proatra- 
n,  hj  omnipotCDl  will  and  aklll,  like  the  harlere  tnrgeon.  en*,  to  wiUtln  a  halrbreadlb 
dcadlj  peril  and  wrest  Ufe  and  the  minre,  a>  It  were,  from  death.  (KmnaLAaa  II. 
11  TheoTeKaniioucopeialer  deals  lihe  McCleluis  ^  the  roBponaibllity-ajsnmiDg 
an  or  CaiwocBiN.  like  KiaRNi.  Tuuioa,  Obant,  Shihidan,  Bldcbkb,  SrmLiia, 
er  godlike  piraUela,  examplea  or  Imltaton. 
46 
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army  abandoning  the  field  to  a  flying  foe,  and,  in  spite  of  eiery 
effort  to  restrain  him,  he  gave  vent  to  his  indignation  in  seD- 
tenc.es,  of  which  the  one  quoted  lyas  the  most  severe.  Reference 
to  his  letters  would  lead  to  the  just  conclusion  that  Keabnt 
never  meant  cowardice,  as  it  is  generally  understood,  but  thit 
mental  quality  which  ruined  Archduke  Chablbs,  and  often 
springs  from  a  mistaken  view  of  policy  or  unwilliognetf  to 
assume  responsibility.  Those  who  object  to  the  forcible  eloco- 
tion  of  passion,  excited  by  wrong,  not  to  self,  but  to  country, 
should  recollect  that  even  the  cold  temper  of  Washingtok  wm 
roused  to  violent  invective  by  the  conduct  of  Lbb  at  Moninontb. 
The  following  order  shows  Keabny  did  not  think  him»^ 
beaten : 

HEADQUARTERS,  THIRD  DIVISION,  THIRD  COBPS, ) 
Gamp  Near  Harrison's  Landing,  Julj  7th,  1862.    ( 

General  Orders  No.  27. — Brave  comrades,  as  one  of  your  generals,  vbo 
has  shared  in  your  perils,  so  I  sympathize  in  your  cheers  for  victory  when  I 
pass.  The  name  of  this  division  is  marked.  Southern  records  are  full  of  700* 
In  attack  you  have  driven  them  ;  when  assailed  you  have  repulsed  them.  Be 
it  so  to  the  end.  New  re^nments :  we  give  you  a  name ;  engraft  on  i(  M 
laurels. 

Comrades  in  battle,  let  our  greeting  be  a  cry  of  defiance  to  our  foe;  after 
the  fight,  one  greeting  of  victory  for  ourselves.  This  done,  remember  that, 
like  yourselves,  I  have  my  duties  of  labor,  in  which  I  must  move  unobaened, 
as  a  true  brother  in  hand  and  heart  of  this  our  Warrior  Division  family.  SQ^ 
cess  attend  you. 

Few  officers  had  more  skiH  than  Greneral  Kkabny  in  develop- 
ing high  esprit  de  corps  among  men,  so  that  every  one  in  his 
command  felt  the  honor  of  the  division  to  be  a  personal  tnirt 
committed  to  him.  At  first,  his  men  wore  a  red  patch ;  aft€^ 
ward,  a  device  in  the  form  of  a  Greek  cross,  called  the  Bjbabst 
cross.  Such  was  the  spirit,  pride  and  discipline  of  his  troop«» 
that  a  Keabny  cross  became  a  sign  of  good  character  and  a 
badge  of  honor,  and  every  wearer  of  it  seemed  imbued  with  the 
spirit  of  their  general's  motto : 

"DULCE  ET  DECORUM  EST  PRO  P ATRIA  MORI." 

HBAJDQUABTERS  THTRD  division,  TUIBD  00BP8,\ 

July  6, 1862.  .  J 

STB— I  have  tbe  honor  to  report,  in  oontlnoation,  that,  at  the  dose  of  the  battle  od  thi 

New  Market  Road  (Qlcndale  Nelson's  Farm,  or  Fraxier*s  farm,  aoth  Jnne),  cor  bma 

remained  in  position  nntU  midnight,  when  orders  were  brought  flrom  Oenerml  HKurnsb' 
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lis  Klreuly  Ktuinaoiieil  Ma  iHWlEtnn.    Thl? 


In  «fTtct«l  quietly  Anil  rH[>ldlyt  b 


UmaUjwardnt 


•IB  IbkbUlle,  1>bU*  sit  OUT  rssliaeDM  wore  an  xbr  il^rl  and  under  ortlllerr  Are.  ud  a] 
ot  len.logt  from  cbe  enemy's  shelling  ami  grape^UDl.  uuue  buloni  artUtaryai 

gnlna  oTttanl  um.  wUle  Csptala  Rihhilpii,  wltb  his  paTrot  i 


t»ur  from,  and  daiincl/ 


uged  ilSa-plti.   Ki>dU»iieTlrlarwlUie««4B 


L^XT; 


hWewTorlt  y_ 

S  ^tKUtc  (BlRirVT'B), 

i  Mm  VOCE  VoIimtM 


MBrluacrBE 

MXIeU^VoJi 


W  rUrd  Ctaiw,  Third  i<MM«b 
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D  Division.  THIKD  CXIBM.) 


MXn  la  retire  Krou  the  WhIU  Oik  Bwump.    Tbi>  I  eieCdUid  by  tfae  b«k  (Uu  Wll)  niA 
Bout  utuinr  Mid  017  TwtaUtUi  lodluu  Mwrkuaeti  bcld  Ibli  plM*  Kit  hts*)  k*M 
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•Iter  tberetTQittconimtDced,  and  nULnned  tTiB  works  on  the  rlitht  nf  thtfroul,  fbrchtfpur' 
ptiaeor  pnvcDtlnff  ibe  vneny  rrom  hurrying  iv.  Colonel  Browbt,  TwCDLlelb  Tnillknih 
ToluDtoen^  f  mi£1  J  dl&tln^isbw]  bltbatLt.    Ula  KglmeoL  loBtaomo  klllod  And  wouodeO, 

Bkurd  bflouQfl  cn{CHB«d. 

Tculni  leittbE  rondiia-Uie  WbltttOnk  Bvraiap  bridge  (nd  B«kait'B  Ford  might  be 
DDdDlrclDginlvlth  Iroopa.  t  prapoBrd  ordulag  u  Jordan'!  Ford,  LhnwmllH  below  Dijr 


MiucMd,  pnxad  by  Ibst  toaU,  , 

-owl.  U  ■  putnt  subuqaEbUy  ductng  the  balUe  uocuplpd  br  Uvneml  Hlocdh. 
JieinonilBgof  IhtaoibJiineldrewBiilnavBryitronaiioslllon  un  the  L'hmHeil  Cllr 

ttu  aivlH  atr  roul.  ■  ipa»  of  QCu  IWD  KDd  a  bMr  iqUh. 


llM«DnnT'i  fttlock  cooimencvd 
iH. I( Benied  lo be ruUy dervlop 
Id  b*  niulaly  Uireattnlnft.  Airtbar  t 
II  bad  dbadTaougvi  Ibi  mnelA  >! 


ll«n»mJ  KitiBKir  uuKOrmly  spolca  of  Ihe  oondpcl  of  Ibe  BUly-lhli 
OMadate  In  Mmu  of  tbe  blgbesl  pralK.    Be  relarned  U  Ibe  reglmenl  i 
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I  bm  hovU  can  IbraUmtlon  or  tnTtapeftoi  CUcft  to  thtomoa  lioM  K 

Uxi  liuinia  of  tkam.  Tlul  irhSeb  inp*  Bad  culsUr  tktStd  In  MArtlnc  hu  nm 
plWied  by  Ui«(letcnDtD«ilcbiUT«*a4  npLd  TOIHyi  of  Ibiii  font  'n»it  cnrmy.  At  (I 
■In  dT  du[  (uiu.  fat  Ihr  Am  Umr.  sulkU;  intiml,  llKliUns.  SahSpqneBllr.  frimnt 
b>N)  iiilood.  Itw  Slitr-tmnl  PenurtTmnlB  WH  ordend  to  "Unldw."  uni)  tb*  Mu 


tn»  (Buny  betokensd  bli  f Obrta  u  pUMd,  br  coovcrtlnx  bli  cUuso  lal«  u  bMUbi  I 
ll(b(  or  mulCBbrr,  embndnc  IbB  whole  teoat  of  Uw  brigade,  fbr.  by  tbli  iMtcdlii 
inabldd  to  do  90.  fnun  TBounoH's  piMS  bBrtnc  Is 


I  UienfOn  Islt  f 


ad  (Olid  lookof  BiDHSv'sbilgidagmTB 


id  nrportfid  M  aeppni  Be 


or  Id  does  aupport.  The  EI«bl7-iKTenlli  Mew  York  VoLflDWen  biri  Ha 
enersl  UEi9iTiEi.ii.kn  M  B»ckett'aPo[d.Hid  [be  Ftnl  HfwYgrtVMg» 
'erted  from  me  by  k  mlBapprvheDBlnn  of  CXilopeJ  Dtckhaji.   TTiM  B*  i 


TbaSlitT-Rnt  New  York  Volnpleen.  under  I U  most  Intivpld  IndR.  Cnloori  BinM. 
hid  vied  wlUi  the  bnve  teglmeai  ba  bod  relieved,  and  cbarginx  the  epeio;,  bum  oflaa 


rl(bC    I  ibaad  XcCxi. 


UDOOCUplCd.    11  WH  at  Ibia  CDAlDocton  Ml  I 
H  poaltloD  Kbandoscd,  altbongb  not  oonpM  If 

parties  ol  rebel  iklrmlabm,  In  tbe  (loon  it  W 


rlfbt  of  the  road  (aijuanerof  a  EoUe  Inrvkret 
ClrcumntAnces  di>pled  thin  delay;  aiGi?nt4lt« 
nDgufBreiilmeiit  si  double  [quick!  np  UiatiwtM 
WM  done  promptly,  hul,  from  tbelr  being  IbNIa 

llne.BndIbiu.  while  Ibe  enemy  were  «¥«p(  off  Ita    1 

"led  Intotbcwoodaand  (bnoedoo  UuiNBl  I 


«^ 


Beld.-CbBip]a]o  1CUU> 

d 
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'Jia  «Ra[B  of  cnuB-flrinc  hKvlns  Bt  iJbL  Hubal^ed,  m^  FLftb  MLcblgna  gKllAQllr  cros4«€L 
[lenenJCALDWULL's  a(UT. '■■Alied  nver  Lbfi  pAfapet^  panueil,  cliargcd,  uni]  villi  a  ftw 

n  foncliHUog  my  repoit  of  th\i  bAttL?,  fiDfl  of  tbe  moM  dfaperMAOf  the  war.  tbr  oda 

■  own  DJMbIou  lliB  Ont  New  Jersey  Brlgads,  uenernl  Taylok,  wIiq  helil  Mc-tHlJ.'s 
■ftod  gmoDd,  and  uaiiiHj  Cauiwiuj.  wh«M  pemdnal  gillantrj  uid  tbe  br»T«iTof 

H  CDsender  ftiU  flrmpatblw  between  Ibe  two  corps. 

Q  tblk  t4Mt*S4^iueBt  the  ooolacH  jud  jniUclonfl  junuvemeaLs  of  GBueml  Bibwet  Lnflit 
Ml  lUi  whole  amunand  to  teel  iDTlnclble  in  a  very  weak  poaUlgn.  Geannl  Baiuir.  as 
■1.  WIS  adtTe.    TbcltaHUl  lonace  which  his  noble  re^menLahavoiniatalbed,  reduohig 

Mva  moracau.  Btiil,  cbry  wltl  nai  be  reprmed,  andtbo  Fifth  Uichlean.  under  Ualor 
lasama,  waa  (be  flni  lo  pnraus  the  eiieDi:;.  I  ttfiiH,  lor  dant-iiai.  Ibal  be,  almoit 
I  laM  of  OBrnobla  dlaUaguUbeil  at  WlUtasuburg  and  Fair  Oaks,  and  tbe  fbrced  advance 
ItwBUi  oT  Jiiue  nieuiDd  battle  of  Fair  Oaks  or  of  Oak  OroveJ.  Is  dangiiro<i>l)>  wcu Blind. 
BTftUmlair  ibat  ibta  Dlrlaloo  bne  been  oitrempiy  laod.    TbLabaa  preouitn rely  reduced 


l(  loUic  actloQ  or  ntr  artillery  (Battery  G,  Second  Unlled  Slatea  Artillery).  It  has  n 
•Bfqualiid  toi  rapidity  and  preclalonor  Sre.  and  molaeia  amldat  srenl  loss  of  men 
rwa.   Tha  lallantry  of  111  commanilw,  Captain  Thoupbon,  IdcnuflfBlilm  with  lis 


■loui  mUllary  WaloiT 


BiiaaUer-acnmU  CbnuaaiuUnir  ITtIrd  Dlvitton. 
<te  Caiianr  C  UcEbkvib, 

AaUtant  Aitfuumi-Gengral  mrd  fjorp*. 
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CHAPTER    XXVI. 

COMPANION  AND  SUPPLEMENTARY. 

A   PARTIAL    REVIEW    OP    THE    PENINSULA    OPERATIONS    OH  THI 
LEFT — POPULAR    PRONENESS    TO    EXAGGERATION  —  KEABKl'S 

PRACTICAL    FORESIGHT    AND    ABILITY THE    KEARNY    PATCB, 

DIAMOND   AND   CROSS,    AND   BADGE    OR   MEDAL. 

I  saw  the  groand  on  which  ^  ^  the  opposing  armies  had  gaaed  on  ea^  othw:  Um 
Confederates  on  the  ridge  of  the  valley  to  the  south,  guarding  Richmond^  the  Fedenii »' 
that  to  the  north.  The  valley  is  nearly  a  mile  wide.  Muddy  and  slagglsh  was  theitR» 
(Chickahominy)  in  August  (1862),  winding  through  reedy  meadows  and  swamps.  *  ^  ' 
Rev.  Wm.  Wtndham  Malrt's  "  Errand  to  the  South  in  the  Summered  uez,"  pageili^'l 

"  The  (battle)  ground  (of  Beven  Pines)  was  very  nnfltvorable  ibr  operations  ob  dttcr 
Bide— a  broad  wooded  flat,  intersected  with  morasses  and  open  spaces ;  and  the  roeAnrav 
bad  and  marshy  beyond  description,  owing  to  the  late  violent  rains.'* —Sl«f  Jfoy,  Mt.  Vol        ( 
BoBCKX's  "  MemoirM,**  chap,  ii,  page  17. 

"A  general  should  understand  his  opponents'  character."— Pbincx  Bv8Kn;K4^ 
Gen.  MiTcnKiJ[<'s  "  Biographies  of  Eminent  Soldiers,"  page  253. 

"  The  Commonwealth  is  sick  of  her  own  choice : 
Her  over  greedy  Love  is  surfeited." 

Shakkspkabb's  **Mnr$J7.'' 

**  'Tis  drilling  that  makes  him  (a  soldier),  skUl  and  skitoe— 
JVroepUon  —  thought  —  uttkixioence." 

ScniiXBB's  "  WaUeruteMs  Loitr." 

It  is  one  of  the  fine,  high-sounding  axioms  of  tho  moral  throng:  "Man  shall  dowbttii 
good  only  because  it  is  good."    The  philosopher,  however,  likewise  the  close  observirof 
human  nature,  knows  that  there  is  another  motive  which  influences  mlb  in  Abii^ 
degree:  "Honorable  recognition  by  his  fellow-men."   *    *    Under  these conBida«Uoos,b 
there  a  more  sensible  recognition,  a  more  disinterested  reward  than  by  means  of  s  simple 
ribbon,  a  cross,  a  star,  in  short,  some  badge  of  honor,  whose  entire  valne  is  its  moral  eSM? 
And  yet,  the  whole  history  of  the  world  demonstrates  what  wonderful  eCfects  have  be» 
produced  by  such  ribbons,  crosses,  stars  and  badges     *     ^     In  developing  grand  coe- 
ceptions,  lofty  ideas ;  in  causing  valorous  and  glorious  actions ;  in  reaching  the  lofUflBl 
attaining  aims,  believed  to  be  beyond  the  reach  of  man.    So  it  has  been  tbrongfaoottll 
times.    The  mural  crown  and  the  laurel  wreath  had  the  same  effect  upon  the  andesl 
Romans  as  the  Gtolden  Fleece  upon  the  knights  of  the  middle  ages,  and  as  t)if  cross  or 
badge  of  honor  exercises  among  soldiers  at  the  present  day.  —  "  Das  Bueh  dei  RUtrroHak 
und  EhrenMciehen,  Vonoort." 

"  The  history  of  Wab  Mjbdaijs  is  not  well  known.    Many  are  believed  to  exist,  that  wen 
•truck  by  order  of  Quben  Elizabeth  and  James  I ;  but  the  flrH  of  xehitA  there  is  OHg 
anUhentic  account  toas  vx>m  cu  a  military  decoration,  and  was  granted  by  CHABr>EB  I,  In  166, 
Ibr  snch  as  distinguished  themselves  in  forlorn  fiopes.    The  name  of  Robkbt  Waiar  h 
recorded  as  the;lr«e  recipient.    He  gained  it  at  Edge  Hill." —General  Ci78t*s  *'  iMea  9f  flte 
Warriors,"  1611-1675.    VoL  11, 572,  Oltveb  Cbomweli^ 
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AFTER  MALVERN. 
Although  this  work  appears  late  in  the  autumn  of  1889,  it 
was  written  in  the  Bummer  of  1868,  and  the  preceding  chapterB 
were  in  print  soon  after.  Had  it  been  prepared  at  a  later  date, 
many  of  ihc  views  prescutcd  would  have  been  much  modified, 
bnl  not  in  favor  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  who  threw  away 
his  chauces  with  as  prodigal  and  reckless  a  defiance  of  Foitune 
oa  if  the  goddess  had  been  inextricably  chained  to  his  chariot 
wheels,  or  as  subservient  to  his  will  ns  Ariel  to  Prospero, 
When  thifi  work  was  finally  passing  through  the  press,  May, 
IB69,  the  writer  visited  Uicbmond  for  no  other  purpose  than  to 
«X&mine  the  battle-fields  around  that  city,  where  the  Union 
leader  of  18Sl-'2  seemed  desirous  of  surpassing  the  "Host 
"Waster "  of  the  Thirty  Yeai-s'  War  and  elevate  the  worst 
iniacarrtage  of  the  Slaveholders'  Rebellion  to  a  par  with  the 
failure  before  St.  Jean  de  Losne  in  1S30. 

Odo  of  the  party  was  an  officer  who  served  meritoriously  in 
the  Peninsular  Campaign  of  1832,  and  recognized  these  battle 
grounds  as  familiar  scenes.  All  agreed  that  however  a  cri^o 
might  have  condemned  McClellan  from  official  documents, 
nothing  could  have  made  that  general's  weaknesses  so  apparent 
M  a  visit  to  his  line  of  positions  along  the  Chickahominy.  Or 
as  one  said,  who  had  predicted  his  miscarriage,  "  he  had  never 
been  so  satislied  of  McClei.i.an'b  insufficiency*  as  to-day." 

Any  one  who  will  start  out  from  Richmond  on  the  Mechanics- 
ville  pike,  and  make  a  circuit  of  the  positions  assumed  by  the  dis- 
poser of  thp  Army  of  the  Potomac  in  May-July,  1802,  any  one, 
whether  he  be  tyro  or  expert,  laic  or  initiate,  will  return  into  the 
I{«l>eL  cajtital  overwhelmed  with  the  conviction  that  the  plan  of 
swinging  into  Richmond  with  the  Union  right,  was  to  "  take 
the  bull  by  the  horns,"  while,  on  the  other  hand,  to  "  swing 
in "  on  the  left  was  the  correct  and  only  course  justified 
by  every    conclusion,    military,    sanatory   or    practical,   since 


'■  Penlimilw  C^mpulin:"  Dii 
MULtarr  CkrwnBaTleiFcil:" 
1  Jn  rsgurd  Ui  lb*  mournrul  Pi 
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"  Strategy  is  nothing  more  than  common  sense  applied  to  wai 
Hooker,  grand  on  any  field  which  he  could  supervise ;  Kbarn 
tried   and   true   on   so  many  different   fields,  pei'fect  Boldi* 
admirable   commander  and   excellent   general; 
honest,  loyal,  spirited,  a  capital  soldier,  brim-full  of 
sense ;  and  even  "  worthy  "  Sumner,  all  indicated  the  left 
the  point  of  vantage,  and  begged  to  be  permitted  to  push 
on  that  wing.     Then,  in  May,  up  to  the  middle  of  June,  thc^_   ,^, 
were  no  defensive  works  of  any  consequence,  if  any,  on  fc^^.^ 
front,  and  the  natural  disposition  of  the  ground  favors  an  haa^jin 
ant   from   the   southeast   and   south  of  Richmond.     This    >ra# 
admitted  to  the  writer  in  that  city.     After  advancing  over  g 
flat,  certainly  as  advantageous  for  an  aggressive  as  a  defeoafrp 
the  country  becomes  more  open  and  subsides,  in  rolls,  doim 
into  the  suburbs  of  the  Rebel  capital,  which  lies  uncovered  it 
the  mercy  of  batteries  on  a  high  hill  just  south  of  it.    From 
this  hill  the  Union  troops  could  have  shelled  the  city  with  eue. 
Along  the  Williamsburg  road,  indeed,  there  are  comparativdy 
fair  open  fields  to  fight  over,  although  in  some  directioDS,  it  i« 
true,  it  is  almost  a  wilderness  up  to  within  three  miles  of  the 
city  limits,  and,  if  those  limits  were  correctly  indicated  by  the 
driver,  even  nearer  on   the  east-southeast,  where   the  largest 
of  the  five  National  Cemeteiies  is  located  (that  which  contains 
the  victims  of  Lee's  cold,  apathetic,  and  Davis'  concentrated 
barbarism,  at  Belle  Isle  and  the  Richmond  city  prisons),  there  ia 
sheer  fighting  ground.     This  is  two  miles  from  the  Rebel  capi- 
tal, and  near  the  Turnpike  Gate  and  Oak-Grove-Family-Stare 
(1869).     In  this  direction,  and  within  this  circle,  the  ground  ** 
broken,  often  favorable  and  never  unfavorable  to  an  assailJUi** 
When  Heintzelman's  Coq3s,  Kearny's  and  Hooker's  W^*" 
sions,  advanced  on  the  25th  June  and  fought  the  "  apfaib  o^ 
the  peacu  orchard,"*  McCLELLANf  Said,  these  troops  "ar^ 

•  This  aflkir  is  mLn-named  by  several  writers  the  "  Battle  of  Oak  Grove."  By  theieo^r 
General  present,  Hkintzklman,  It  was  entitled  the  Affair  of  the  *•  Orchards."  He  8»WP^^ 
applied  the  name  because  there  were  some  peach  trees  hereabouts,  but  partlcnl»riy,2t 
distinguish  it  from  the  battle  of  Seven  Pines  and  Fair  Oaks  on  the  preceding  Slst  M»y-^ 
June,  with  which  it  was  often  confounded.  All  these  "  htgh-for-H^aton"  titles,  howe^^'y 
are  humbugs,  as  much  as  the  god-like  attributes  of  the  Rebel  and  the  Napoleonic  Si^.^L 
the  Union  Commander.  There  are  plenty  of  scrub  oaks  in  this  locality-,  out  such  athto* 
as  a  holt  of  noble  oak  trees  there  Is  not.  In  flM;t,  there  are  no  Faib  Oaks,  no  Oak  GfO^*' 
no  SieviN  Pines  I 

t  McClkli^an's  "  i2«porf ,"  Second  Period,  June  2S,  1802,  pages  236-296 ;  particalarly  Sff«  • 
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where  I  want  them."  At  that  time  Kkarkt  and  Hooker 
were  pashiDg  ahead  galliintly  down  tlie  Williamsburg  road, 
and  the  latter  went  within  four  miles  of  liichtnond.  And 
Kkabst,  properly  supported  by  the  troops  in  that  quarter, 
could  have  gone  in  with  case  had  the  Commander-in-Uhief  «o 
willed  it. 

And  here,  before  tnming  from  this  quarter,  where  every 
thing  inTJled  success,  the  reader  may  desire  to  know  what  is 
tbe  aspect  of  this  portion  of  the  oonntry  east  and  aoutheast  of 
Hichmond.  To  the  New  Yorker,  as  a  rule,  it  appears  to  be  a 
wilderness  of  scrub  and  jungle  springing  up  from  whitish  or 
red  aand  or  loam,  recalling  Eastern  Long  lEland  before  industry 
and  judgment  took  hold  of  its  "  barrens "  and  converted  them 
into  proltfio  fields. 

lo  the  neighborhood  of  the  "  Cool  Arbors,"  or  "  Cold  Tlflr- 
liora,"  "  New  "  and  "  Old,"  between  which  there  is  a  Naliojial 
Cemetery,  it  seems  a  desolate,  poverty-stricken,  almost  unin- 
habited district.  In  May,  1866,  one  very  eiteneive  water- 
tscIoD  patch  looked  like  a  large  field  of  white  sea-sand  blown 
into  little  ridges  or  ripples  by  the  wind.  With  the  exception 
that  the  Lille  were  crested  with  sparse  sprouts  instead  of  marine 
wire  grass,  it  resembled  one  of  those  tiuts  lyiug  just  teithin  the 
Danes  along  the  Long  Island  coast  of  the  Atlantic. 

Through  this  wilderness,  bare  or  tangled,  and  a  deep  and 
wide  depression  filled  with  rank  vegetation,  amid  much  lofty 
timber  mingled  with  lowland  trees,  such  as  swamp  oak,  willow 
and  black  gum  —  a  tree  with  a  leaf  like  the  maple  and  a  bark 
like  the  oork  or  rock-oak  —  steals  tbe  Chickahouixt,  Like  a 
veaomous  and  treacherous  reptile  it  ficrpentines,  along  the 
marshy  flat,  almost  unobservable  within  the  dense  foliage  which 
Boreena  its  subtle  course.  In  its  rage  it  suddenly  swells  like 
the  deadly  Cobra  snake,  hisses  and  litis  its  augmented  volume 
filling  the  bottom  land.  And  then,  shrinking  back  into  its  chan- 
nel, or  rather  its  lair,  it  leaves  its  borders  covered  with  a  poi- 
sonous slime  for  the  sun  to  convert  into  the  deadliest  effluvia, 
augmented  by  the  decay  of  a  rank  vegetation  fed  by  the  muddy 
OTerfiowing  of  the  river  —  a  miasma  almost  as  fatal  as  the  blast 
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which  smote  the  army  of  the  Assyrian  —  a  miasma  which  stonf 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac  and  consigned  so  many  of  our  thoin 
sands  to  graves  along  its  dark  shores,  or  lefl  them  infected  to 
suffer  on  for  years,  or  to  fill  at  home  the  unnoticed  grayes  for 
which  their  bodies  had  been  prepared  by  needless  exposare. 

Such  was  the  fearful  obstacle  —  the  Chickahominy  and  its 
swamps  —  which  McClellan  interposed  between  his  army  and 
its  objective,  through  his  willful  adherence  to  a  plan  whidi 
Lincoln's  telegram  of  the  4th  April  should  have  demoDStnted 
was  no  longer  feasible.  Thereupon  a  clearsighted  man  would 
have  comprehended  that  he  must  depend,  or  at  all  events  btse, 
his  calculations  upon  the  means  which  he  had  on  hand  and  npos 
himself. 

On  the  5th  May,  the  victory  of  Williamsburg  opened  the 
direct  road  to  Richmond;  on  the  11th  the  self-immolation  of 
the  Merrimac  cleared  the  direct  route  by  water  to  that  city  and 
permitted  the  army  to  have  a  base,  following  it,  upon  the  James, 
whither,  afler  all,  McClellan  was  compelled,  or  deemed  that 
he  was  necessitated,  to  fall  back.  That  McClellan  did  not 
perceive  his  true  line  of  advance,  was  either  because  he  oonld 
not  or  would  not  see  things  as  they  were,  and  seemed  to  be 
persistently  determined  to  base  his  plans  on  things  as  he  would 
or  did  see  them,  and  as  no  one  else  did  or  could  see  them.  His 
continual  over-estimate  of  the  Rebel  force  in  his  front  is  ooe 
great  proof  of  this  fact,  among  many  other  attestations. 

A  fair  deduction  from  the  consideration  of  the  Peninsular 
Campaign  from  different  stand-points  is,  that  the  commanding 
general  was  not  up  to  the  time  or  to  his  people.  In  that  people's 
over-estimate  of  men  they  were  alone  false  to  their  superiority 
to  every  other  people  of  the  present  or  past  time. 

The  proneness  to  exaggeration  of  which  the  human  mind 
is  susceptible,  is  generally  displayed  in  the  greatest  degree 
by  the  estimate  put  upon  the  military  ability  or  prowess  of 
an  individual,  or  a  nation,  after  a  great  success  or  a  victory. 
This  was  particularly  so  in  regard  to  the  French  after  their 
Revolutionary  successes.  It  amounted  to  almost  a  sopersti- 
tious  awe,  which  it  was  deemed  in  vain  to  combat.*     It  ^jg 

*  Dx  QuixoxT'8  "  Cbi^eMforu  (^  tm  Opivm  Ealer;'  Bontledge  A  Son's  Edition,  p.  !<& 


BIOORAPHY  OF  MAJOB-GENERAL  PHTLIP  KEAEMT  3(;5 

lot  until  the  Old  Blccheb  toppled  over  several  of  these 
'aditional  heroes  and  traversed  the  plans  uf  ovon  Napoleox, 
'ipingoiit  liis  "Army  of  the  Bober,"  that  men  began  to  obtain 
gain  anything  like  "level  heads  "  as  to  ihe  fabulous  French 
ivmcibility.  So  it  was  likewise  in  the  Thirty  Years'  War  in 
Egard  to  the  Old  Corporal  Tilly  and  hia  Veteran  Tercios.  It 
quired  a  battle  at  Leipeic,  and  the  still  more  wonderful  passage 
f  the  Lech,  to  dispel  the  illusion,  and  the  Swedes  rose  to  fill 
le  place  rclini|uislied  by  the  beaten  Imperialists  and  Bavarians, 
.nd  thus,  in  like  manner,  nothing  bm  a  Jena  could  have  shaken 
le  faith  of  Europe  in  the  armies  which  Fkkderic  "  the  Nonpa- 
eil"  had  evoked  and  embattled.  This  truth  holds  good  more 
iirucniarly  as  to  McClkllax,  who  soared  to  greatness  on  a 
ctiUous  fame  for  West  Virginia  "  baby  fights,"  in  which  the 
>b1  hero  Rosecranb,  to  whom  they  were  due,  was  Ignored. 
%at  the  first  reverse  at  Bull  Run  did  not  depress  our  people 
lore  than  it  did,  is  one  of  the  best  proofs  of  the  calm  equipoise 
f  Xortht'm  courage.  Any  other  people  would  have  been  over- 
wed  by  the  victory  attributed  to  Southern  valor,  and,  as  such, 
■umpeted  forth  by  prejudice  as  an  evidence  of  Southern  superi- 
rity.  That  the  North  shook  ofi"  the  incubus  sought  to  he 
.posed  upon  it,  demonstrates  that  a  Free  and  Educated  people 
B  insensible  lo  the  superstitious  influences  of  the  Old  World, 
en  as  our  American  children  are  insensible  to  the  fear  of 
Ogiea  and  ghosts  so  terrible  to  the  early  life  of  other  days  and 
mds. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  are  abundant  indications  in  almost 
rerything  he  said,  wrote  or  did,  that  Kbabttt  was  ahead  of 
IB  surroundings  and  alive  lo  the  exigenciea  of  the  hour.  Take, 
ir  instance,  his  conception  of  the  necessity  or  influence  of  a 
istinctivo  badge,  the  "Kkaeny  Cuoss,"  or,  more  properly 
JKiiking,  the  Kearnt  Patcb.  The  Cross  was  an  afterthought 
r  BiBNET,  whereas  the  original  Patch,  or  Diamonh,  from  first 
)  last,  designated  the  Third  Corps,  whether  while  it  remaiued 
unit  or  afterward  became  a  fragment,  since  the  two  divisions 
r  this  corps  were  first  consolidated,  ia  18S4,  into  one,  which, 
fiale  sdll  retaining  the  distinctive  badge  of  the  Third  Corps, 
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became  the  third  Division  of  the  Second  Corps,  and,tt  sodb, 
continued  up  to  the  end  under  the  command  of  Majo^GeDfini 

MOTT. 

This  matter  of  the  Kearny  Patch  may  seem  to  one  of  littk 
consequence,  but  it  is  almost  impossible  to  estimate  iu  monl 
effect.  At  the  battle  of  Bristow  Station,  Wabrex  admoii 
etlgcs  that  numbers  of  strag<?lers  who  had  been  forced  to  M 
out  by  reason  of  physical  incapacity  to  keep  up — not  monl 
weakness  from  unwillingness  to  "  go  in  " — joineS  themgelresto 
his  command,  and  did  their  duty  faithfully.  Estimating  fem 
causes  and  effects,  according  to  the  ordinary  rale  of  jadgment, 
Warren  was  indebted  to  Kearny  for  the  assistance  which  he 
received  on  that  occasion  by  those  .who  wore  that  patch. 

According  to  officers  of  the  Third  Corps  on  the  Peninsohi, 
Kearny,  about  the  time  of  the  battle  of  Fair  Oaks,  directed 
his  officers  to  wear  a  red  patch  or  diamond  as  a  distingnushi^ 
mark.     As  there  were  no  red  goods  on  hand  for  this  parpoie, 
Kearny  gave  up  his  own  red  blanket  as  material  for  theie 
patches.     Soon  after,  the  men,  of  their  own  accord,  cot  pieces 
of  the  red  lining  out  of  their  overcoats  to  make  similar  difitin- 
guishing  marks  for  themselves.     Simultaneously  with  the  idea 
of  the  patch  for  the  officers,  Kearny  adopted  a  plain  red  h% 
to   indicate   his   Division  Headquarters;  and   soon  afterwards 
Hooker  assumed  a  simple  blue  flag  for  his,  the  second  Divi- 
sion of  the  Third  Corps.     Although  application  has  been  made 
to  different  parties  who  served  with  or  beside  Kearny  for  more 
definite  particulars,  none  but  the  following  has  been  received. 
Neither  did  advertisements  inserted  in  the  newspapers  inviting 
cooperation  meet  with  a  more  satisfactory  result.     That  the 
idea  of  the  Patch  or  Corps  Badge  originated  with  General 
Kearny,  no  one  disputes  or  even  doubts.     The  writer  dthtf 
received  a  letter  from  General  Birney  to  this  effect,  in  the  Fall 
of  1802,  or  else  some  other  friend  transmitted  to  him  a  news- 
paper slip,  both  of  which  have  either  been  lost,  stolen  or  mis- 
laid.    If  spared,  they  lie  amid   a  mass  of  similar   docnmenta 
and  papers  whose  arrangement  was  intrusted  to  an  incompetent 
clerk,  who  made  confusion  worse  confounded. 
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At  all  events,  the  idea  of  a  division  or  corps  badge  which 
first  suggested  itself  to  tho  practiced  and  practical  mind  of 
Kkabst,  although  it  owes  its  simple  iutroduction  to  him,  its 
after  development  is  equally  due  to  Major-General  BirrrEKFiEUj, 
whnn  lie  became  Chief-of-Staff  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  in 
the  Spring  of  18(13.  His  plan  was  finally  perfected  and  intro- 
duced by  Major-General  Hookeh  wbile  in  command  of  that 
glorious  army.*  Tliia  last  distinguished  officer  deserves, far 
more  credit  than  he  has  ever  received  for  many  improvcmenta  of 
the  highest  utility  in  almost  every  branch  of  the  service,  but  par- 
ticularly the  staff,  cavalry  and  artillery.  In  fact,  tlie  cavalry  may 
be  said  to  owe  to  him  its  first  impulse  in  the  rapid  advance  to  that 
organiiatioD  and  efliciency,  which  soon  afterward,  nnder  that 
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model  cavalry  officer,  Major-Genend  Alfred  Pleasostoh,  toj* 
dered  it  so  far  superior  to  the  boasted  mouDted  troops  of  the 
South  and  finally  a  model  of  the  practical  serviceableness  so 
admirably  brought  to  bear  by  the  able  and  gallant  Shebidak. 

When  this  work  was  nearly  half  completed,  the  writer 
received  a  letter  from  Major  George  H.  Hickman  (who,tt 
Adjutant  of  the  99th  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  performed  good 
service  in  Birney's  Brigade,  under  Kearny)  : 

**  During  the  '  seven  days'  fight '  before  Richmond,  General 
Kearny  saw  the  necessity  of  having  some  distinction  mark  by 
which  the  officers  and  men  of  his  division  could  be  recognized. 
Consequently,  after  the  arrival  of  the  division  at  Haniion's 
Landing,  General  Kearny  issued  an  order,  July  4th,  1802, 
illustrative  of  his  design.  Officers  were  directed  to  wear  a  red 
patch  in  shape  of  a  diamond  on  the  crown  or  left  side  of  their 
cap,  while  enlisted  men  were  to  wear  theirs  in  fr6nt  of  thecj^ 
The  order  was  eagerly  and  readily  complied  with. 

"  Upon  the  death  of  General  Kearny,  and  Brigadier-General 
David  B.  Birney  assuming  command  of  the  division,  he  ififlued 
an  order  September  3d,  1862,  announcing,  in  appropriate  terms, 
the  death  of  our  General,  and  directing  the  diamond  red  patch 
still  to  be  worn.  Without  any  official  order,  or  concert  of 
action  on  part  of  officers  or  men,  the  red  patches  were  seen 
draped  in  mourning.  It  was  a  noted  fact,  and  the  subject  of 
remark  in  orders,  that  during  the  retreat  from  Harrison's  Land- 
ing, and  the  several  marches  and  campaigns,  ending  with  that 
of  Fredericksburg,  a  diamond  patch  was  a  rarity  among  tie 
stragglers. 

"  It  is  related  that  Colonel  McKnioht,  One  Hundred  and 
Fifth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  (No.  9  on  the  roll  of  officers  who 
received  Kearny  badges),  who  was  killed  in  action  at  Chancel- 
lorsville,  on  May  3d,  1863,  and  whose  body  fell  into  the  hands 
of  the  enemy,  being  observed  to  have  on  his  Kearny  medal, 
was,  by  order  of  the  enemy's  officers,  buried  with  due  respect* 

In  this  connection,  the  following  paragraph  clipped  from  a 
paper  and  entitled  "  The  Kearny  '  Red  Patch,* "  seems  perti- 
nent: 
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"  A  correBpondent  with  tbe  Army  of  the  Rappahannock 
learns  from  reliable  authority,  that  whenever  our  men  are  dis- 
covered  by  the  rebels,  and  they  are  found  to  have  upon  them 
llie  Kkabnt  'Red  Patch,'  if  wounded,  they  are  kindly  cared 
for,  and  if  dead,  they  are  buried  with  al!  the  honors  of  war; 
their  graves  bo  marked  as  to  be  readily  recognized.  (Colonel 
JIcKnight,  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Fifth  Pennsylvania,  was 
ao  buried,  bis  body  followed  to  the  grave  with  a  guard  of  honor, 
u»ny  officers  being  present,  A  band  lyed  a  fiineral  dirge, 
while  over  bis  remains  was  fired  the  usual  salute  due  to  an  offi- 
cer of  his  rank.)" 

"  Tlie  diamond  red  patch  became  very  popular,  and  the  men 
felt  proad  iu  wearing  it.  The  contagion  spread  throughout  the 
army,  and  in  January,  1863,  when  Hookeb  took  command,  and 
BoTTBRFiKLD  became  his  chief-of-staff,  the  general  system  of 
designating  was  adopted  throughout  the  army. 

"  Our  division  being  the  First  Division  of  the  Third  Corps, 
General  Butterfield,  in  his  orders,  directed  that  the  color  of 
tha  corps  marks  of  the  First  Division  should  be  red ;  Second 
Division,  white;  Third  Division,  blue.  In  thus  making  the 
lelection,  he  allowed  our  division  to  retain  its  color,  and  thus 
made,  ia  that  respect,  all  the  others  subaervient  to  it."* 

After  Eeakkt  fell  at  Chantilly,  his  succesBor  and  imitator  in 
the  command  of  his  division  adopted  what  has  been  styled  the 
"  EsARyr  Cross."  Keabny's  own  "  battle-flag,"  presented  by 
BiBNET,  is  still  preserved  among  tbe  "  Memorials  of  the  War," 
in  the  collection  of  the  Philadelphia  Loyal  League  Club.  It  is 
folded  in  such  a  manner  that  no  one  can  discover  whether  it 
is  plwn  or  bears  any  distinguishing  mark  iu  the  centre,  f 
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Afler  McClellan  had  fallen  from  his  pride  of  place,  and  bis 
saccessor,  Burnside,  had  led  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  down 
to  Fredericksburg  (to  attempt  the  overland  route,  which  w» 
one  of  those  suggested  by  Kearny,*  and  actually  followed  by 
Grant),  a  number  of  the  officers  surviving,  representing  the 
■  regiments  which  had  served  under  Major-General  Pboup 
Kearny,  met  at  the  headquarters  of  the  Third  Brigade,  Flirt 
Division,  Third  Corps,  in  the  camp  near  Falmouth,  Virginia, 
on  the  29th  November,  1862.  At  this  meeting  a  series  of  reso- 
lutions were  adopted,  expressive  of  the  admiration  felt  by  tho«e 
present  for  their  deceased  commander.  And  it  was  determined 
to  procure  a  medal  or  badge,  the  famous  Kearny  Cross,  of 
which  a  representation  is  herein  presented,  and  means  were 
carefully  devised  to  prevent  any  one  from  obtaining  or  wearing 
this  badge  who  was  not  entitled  to  display  it  in  consequence 
of  actual  service  in  battle  under  the  eyes  or  leading  of  the  bero 
whose  motto  was  to  bo  emblazoned  thereon.  As  an  evidence 
of  the  care  which  has  attended  their  issue  to  the  proper  parties, 
only  three  hundred  and  twenty-five  officers  had  received  them  up 
to  the  date  when  this  chaj)ter  was  prepared.  These  names,  a 
roll  of  honor,  have  been  published  in  a  very  neat  pamphlet, 
issued  by  Ball,  Black  &  Co.,  the  sole  manufacturers  of  the 
"  Kearny  Medal." 

In  the  meanwhile,  Major-General  Birney  had  likewise  pro- 
cured, at  his  own  expense,  a  bronze  cross,  f  to  be  worn  by  his 

nearly  square,  seventy  aud  a  half  Inches  long  byflfty-six  and  a  half  Incbes  wide, somewlitf 
riddled  by  shot,  and  Is  now  tacked  on  to  a  piece  of  white  muslin  (of  the  same  slxe  as  the  fits 
Itself),  In  order  to  preserve  It  as  much  as  possible  flrom  Airther  destruction.  It  is  wlthosl 
device  of  any  kind.  The  fiicts  stated  were  obtained  from  Mr.  Whippub,  the  SeertHMxyct 
the  Lea^e." 

*€?ompare  Articles,  "  Srrors  <4  the  Campaign,''  New  York  Times,  Sunday,  19  Oct.,  MS; 
"  Mr.  RxumU  on  the  Frcdericksbvrg  Roxue  to  Richmond,"  New  York  Times,  20th  Dec,  Bfl: 
New  York  Times,  Ist'  page,  Thursday,  12th  May,  1864;  and  '*  Obmsrvation*  on  Me  JfiUlvV 
Oporation*  tn  Virffinfa,  in  18(M,"  by  Brig.-Gen.  Israkl  Vogdbb,  U.  8,  A.,  N.  Y.  HiKorlcil 
Magazine,  May,  1869,  pages  909-313. 

t  RKWARD8  FOB  Bkavx  Mhk.  —  Brlgadier-Oeueral  Bibxby,  while  recently  in  FhtlaAd- 
phla,  on  a  visit  home,  ordered  a  thousand  crosses  of  honor,  to  present  to  sodiofUi 
command  as  might  distinguish  themselves  by  deeds  of  valor.  The  design  is  that  oft 
Maltese  Cross,  inscribed  •'  The  Kearny  Cross,"  appended  to  an  ornament  attadiing  Uto 
a  ribbon.  Mr.  Otorob  Bullock,  of  Philadelphia,  learning  that  such  an  order  had  been 
given,  called  upon  the  manuifecturers,  directed  them  to  double  the  amount  oflsbor 
expended  upon  the  decorations,  and  nasumed  the  expense  of  the  entire  aAOr.  The  obv«« 
ol  the  decorations  bears  the  names  of  the  batUcs  in  which  the  soldlen  bare  participated. 
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own  division,  previously  that  of  KEAKtfr,  of  which  a  fae  aimile 
has  bcpn  presented  to  the  publiBhers.  The  obverse,  in  a  scroll, 
bears  the  worda  "  Kbarxy  Caoss,"  the  reverse,  "  Birhbt's 
DmsiON." 

In  Jnly,  18U3,  the  lamented  Biekkt  sent  one  to  ibe  writer,* 
iVom  which  the  aocompntiying  representation  was  prepared, 
while  that  of  the  Keabny  medal,  badge  or  croas,  for  oflicera, 
was  photographed  from  that  woni  by  Keabny's  cousin  and 
volunteer  aid-de-carap  on  the  Peninsula. 

Few  simple  practical  ideas  have  ever  been  productive  of  so 
much  effective  good  as  the  Kkarnt  Patch.  Its  introduction 
developed  an  amount  of  emulation  which  was  productive  of  the 
most  glorious  results.  Nor  was  Bieney's  liberality  less  remu- 
nerative in  its  incentive  to  discipline  and  valor.  Those  who 
wore  fortunate  enough  to  be  eutitled  to  the  more  beautiful  and 
costly  Kbaunt  medal,  display  them  with  a  pride  which  is  suffi- 
cient testimony  of  the  love  and  veneration  entertained  for  the 
brave  and  able  soldier,  in  whose  memory  they  were  adopted 
and  are  worn. 


eoanat  <  Brigade  i 
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D.  B.  BUtMXY,  Jfajat-Benerat. 


CHAPTER    XXVII. 

HARRISON'S  LANDING. 

CHAFING    ON   THE   BIT. 

"  Harrison's  Bar  (Landing)  is  nlmply  a  long  wharf,  extending  Into  th»  river,  clQiet7<lM 
fiunous  mansion  where  William  IIexry  Habrisok,  a  President  of  Uie  XJaiied8tiM< 
wan  born."  —  "  (Xanpaions  of  a  N<m-<X)mlbaUvni^^^  200. 

This  one's  (Mas8ena's)  heroism  saved  the  retreating  army  (French)  fhim  dortnoOoi 
(after  Aspern,  l!Mi9).  "  He,  himself  (Napolkon),  made  haste  to  get  away  from  tht  LoImb, 
in  a  fisherman's  skiff,  over  to  the  Castle  of  Kaiserebersdorf,  where  he  sank  into  sitani' 
ber  of  thirty-three  hours,  which  resembled  the  sleep  of  death.*' —  Schsrs'b  "JSnekcr," 
11,  306t 

"  The  campaign  was  ended ;  the  Spaniards  (pursuers)  saw  all  their  plans  baffled, and, li 
spite  of  tremendous  losses,  had  accomplished  nothing  except  to  exhaust  tbdr  on 
strength."— ScHM A Lz's  *'  Schaximtmrp  lAppc,"  83. 

*'  What  are  we  to  do  next  ?  "  "  Hunt  red-legged  partridges.  I  suppose."  (WKUJCfanv^ 
remark  after  the  Convention  of  Cintra,  1806.)  —  Gleiq's  "  WcUington^"  78. 

"  He  c Achilles)  doth  rely  on  none; 
But  carries  on  the  stream  of  his  dispose, 
Without  observance  or  respect  of  any, 
In  will  peculiar  "  — 

Bhakespeark's  "  Trolltu  and  OvMido,  cflL 

His  "  words  were  half  battles."  They  have  "  the  true  ring  in  them.'*— Ouks'  **  St>m¥ 
Pranct," 

"  Arouse  ye,  my  comrades,  to  horse ! 
To  horse ! 
To  the  field  and  to  fVeedom  we  ride  I 
For  there  a  man  feels  the  pride  of  his  force. 
And  there  is  the  heart  of  him  tried ! " 

ScHiixxR's  **  WailensMn'i  Looar* 

If  ever  the  striking  truth  embodied  in  Byron's  lines  was  ever 
realized  in  a  human  being,  that  — 

"  Quiet  to  quick  bosoms  is  a  hell," 

it  was  so  in  the  case  of  General  Kearny.  Never  in  the  whole 
course  of  his  checkered  career  can  it  be  said  that  he  enjoyed 
tranquillity  of  mind.  It  was  as  impossible  for  him  to  be  physi- 
cally quiet  as  it  is  for  the  ocean  to  cease  to  heave,  or  to  be 
mentally  at  rest  as  it  is  for  the  air  to  pause  in  its  circulation. 
His  was  a  nature  which  was  ever  acting  upon  others  and  react- 
ing upon  itself.  His  thirst  for  excitement  was  no  sooner  grati- 
fied than  he  was  possessed  with  a  hunger  for  some  other  form  ot 
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•^rtJrity  to  work  off  the  tremendoua  stimulus  which  rendered, 
him  BO  nervous  that  it  became  an  utter  im'posBibility  to  enjoy 
auything  like  repose  of  inind  or  body.  Then  it  waa  that  he 
would  throw  himself  into  the  saddle  and  ride,  like  the  Wild 
Huntsman,  clearing  the  turnpike  gates  or  highest  fences,  like 
INck  Turpin,  to  the  outrageous  disgust  of  bilked  toll-takcra  or 
furions  farmers,  indignant  at  the  trespass.  With  him  it  was  a 
word  and  n  blow.  Only,  as  the  old  family  nurse  used  to  say, 
,the   blow  generally   came   first.     Indeed,  it    was    under   such 

!ssus  he  would  seize  liis  pen  and  dash  off  those  caustic  let- 
ters whioh  often  grieved  his  friends  as  much  as  they  irritated 
the  objects  of  his  sarcasm,  striking  off  word  or  pen -pictures, 
irhich  embodied  startling  truths  while  they  were  invested  with 
an  exaggeration  of  bitteruesa  which  was  the  offspring  of  the 

e  wild  genius  that  characterized  Gustave  Dobks'  greatest 
work,  his  illustrations  of  the  career  of  the  "  Wandering  Jew." 
Nevertheless,  with  all  this,  Kearny  felt  a  perfect  adoration  for 
the  beauties  of  nature,  and  even  while  chafing  under  the  inaction 
of  Harrison's  Landing,  with  our  forces  "  boxed  up  like  herrings," 
hia  letters  demonstrate  that  he  waa  susceptible  to  the  charms 
of  the  Hiirrouuding  scenery,  and  iu  his  communications  to  rela- 
tives and  Mends  at  home  his  enthusiastic  love  of  the  beautiful 
ibnnd  its  expri^ssion  in  that  talent  which  he  so  eminently  po&- 
«8ed  of  writing  descriptions  of  what  he  saw,  almost  as  vivid 
i  pictures  which  present  the  object  to  the  eye.  His  health 
suffered  greatly  at  this  time,  and  he  never  seemed  to  enjoy 

'ect  health  except  in  the  saddle,  and,  in  the  saddle,  every 
'lide  that  he  took  through  the  camps  was  a  perfect  ovation,  such 
Ml  ovation  as  that  whioh  proved  to  be  the  military  symphony 
that  preceded  the  last  scene  of  his  glorious  military  drama. 
So  oonstantly  did  these  occur  that  he  was  compelled,  in  orders, 
to  endeavor  to  restrain  these  testimonials  of  admiration  and 
sfll^tJOD,  the  cheers  and  hurrahs  with  which  the  soldiers  greeted 
1  "Fighting  General  "  of  the  army  whenever  he  appeared.* 
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Dismonnted,  his  complaints  retained  upon  him  with  incnased 
weight,  almost  as  soon  as  his  feet  quitted  the  stirrups,  and  vi^ 
them  a  depression  of  spirits,  aagmented  by  inaction.    Then  it 
was  that  the  "  Fighting  Phil.  Kearny,"  the  "  indomitable,'* 
the  "  ubiquitous,"  the  "  heroic,"  became  the  prey  of  feelings 
engendered  by  his  personal  disappointments ;  by  the  unsuccess- 
ful consequences  of  such  a  fearful  waste  of  life  &nd  of  resnltless 
battles;  by  the  utter  failure  in  his  commanding  general; by 
the  apparent  want  of  appreciation  of  himself;  and  by  what  be 
thought  himself  compelled  to  believe,  a  semi-treasonable  polifr 
cal  creed ;  by  a  haughty  disgust  of  the  "  small  men  of  Bmill 
motives,"  who  managed  this  great  war.    He  was  bitterly  cha- 
grined at  their  incompetency  to  discriminate  between  capable 
and  incapable  men.     This  last  misapprehension  led  him  to  thinly 
seriously  that  he  should  no  longer  consent  to  be  their  pappet 
Above  all  this,  however,  an  acute  grief  was  gnawing  at  his 
heart,  on  account  of  the  losses  and  almost  ruin  of  his  pet  Je^ 
sey  Brigade,  the  first  from  that  State,  which  he  had  made, 
whose  career  of  glory,  infructuous,  though  so  fearfully  bloody, 
he  had  watched  with  the  same  anxiety  that  a  parent  accords  to 
a  son  whom  he  has  educated  himself,  and  sent  forth  to  prore 
to  the  world  the  stuff  which  is  in  him,  developed  by  the  careful 
training  of  the  best  of  masters. 

Nor  would  this  work  be  complete  did  it  fail  to  present  some 
portions  of  General  Kearny's  correspondence,  which  are  dated 


when  assailed,  you  have  repulsed  them.    Be  It  so  to  the  end.    New  regtments,  we  gtreTOO 
a  name ;  engraft  on  it  fresh  laurels. 

Comrades  in  battle,  let  our  greeting  be  a  cry  of  defiance  to  the  foe;  after  the  fight,  one 
greeting  of  victory  for  ourselves.  This  done,  remember  that,  like  yourselves.  I  have  mf 
duties  of  labor  in  which  I  must  move  unobserved,  as  a  true  brother  in  hand  and  heart  of 
this,  our  Warrior-Division-Family.    Success  attend  you. 

By  command  of  Brlg.-General  Kkabny,  commanding  Third  Division. 

(Signed)  ALEX.  MOOR£,  A,  A.  A.  9. 

HEADQUARTEKS  THIRD  DIV1SI0K,\ 
Third  Army  Corps,  July  7,  IWI       } 

Orders  No,  97.  —  The  Bri^^adler-General  commanding  Division  takes  great  pleasure  iivthe 
kind  receptions  given  him  whenever  he  presents  himself  unong  the  men  of  his  command, 
but  prefers.  In  ordioary  times,  to  be  allowed  to  pass  quietly  and  unobserved.  Immediate 
after  a  battle,  he  has  no  objection  to  a  few  hearty  cheers. 

Commanders  of  regiments  will  please  Inform  the  men  of  the  General's  z^eqaest* 

(Signed)  ik^EX.  MOORE,  A,A.A.a, 

How  many  oener<Ui  have  fiadtoreqttest  thetr  menvorr  to  cheer  thanjf  I    Zet  veracbMt  ht^ 
toriant  cmnper. 
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rt  IIan'ia<m's  Landing.  These  letters,  better  than  any  wthcr 
let^Uum,  will  make  the  reader  acquainted  with  the  military 
iharacter  of  the  individual  who  dashed  them  off.  Several 
jre  dne  to  the  preserving  interest  of  C'ortlandt  Pakkbr,  Esq., 
to  whom  all  who  honor  Kbarnt  must  feel  grateful,  for  the  care 
ie  has  evinced  ia  collecting  so  many  valuable  records  of  the 
:  soldier  of  the  period. 

It  will  be  more  interesting,  and  more  in  accordance  with 
present  purpose,  to  resume  again  the  correspondence  of 
akneral  Kiea.ri^,  and  thence  derive  our  acquaintance  with  bis 
nilitary  character.  A  letter  of  anxious  inquiry  has  been  written 
|0  hiin  respecting  the  fate  of  Major  Rtbrson,*  of  Sussex, 
leported  at  first  to  have  fallen.  Under  date  of  the  10th  of 
Tnly,  from  Harrison's  Landing,  he  writes  as  follow:  'Yonr 
equest  as  to  Major  Rverson's  effects  shall  be  attended  to ;  but 
'.  am  glad  to  have  il  from  reliable  HOtirces  that  ho  is  a  prisoner, 
ind  not  dangerously  though  badly  wounded.  The  siege  of 
^hmond  was  raised,  and  here  we  are  drilling  down  the  stream, 
low  otirious  all  this  verification  of  prognostications  I  so  cor- 
itly  road,  and  yet  feared  to  translate ;  bo  strangely  correut 
Wve  been  my  instincts  in  this  war  as  in  previous  ones.  In 
ilaly,  in  1 859,  it  was  the  same  thing,  and  made  my  betters  some- 
fanes  wonder;  but  this  war  ia  plain  to  those  who,  with  expe- 
ience,  will  take  pains  to  look  danger  in  the  face,  to  leave  little 
o  mere  hope,  and  remember  that  a  Sonthem  army  can  not 
(Sard  to  be  idle.  Onr  coming  here  has  been  a  most  cowardly 
nd  nnwiae  alternative.  The  battles  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
Thickahominy  were  mismanaged.  I  Ijad  been  over  there  several 
lays  before,  and  observed  to  all  around  how  we  would  be 
tTat«gically  f  and  tactically  whipped ;  attacked  from  an  inland 
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point  not  provided  against,  and  be  thrown  down-hill,  and  thm 
have  to  work  up  again,  and  be  thus  crippled  and  destrojei 
It  occurred   so  precisely.     Then  comes  the  fearful  error  of 
McClellan's  want  of  nerve.     Instead  of  instarUer  reducing  his 
line  of  defense  to  a  certain  intrenched  tUe-de-potit  on  the  right 
bank,  merely  covering  Bottom's  Bridge  and  the  Railroad  bridge, 
and  beyond  which  he  never  should  have  made  a  «eriou« ad?aDoe 
short  of  adopting  an  attack  and  rushing  into  Richmond  by  that 
side  —  a  tUe-de-pont  fully  fortified  and  strong ;  and  crossing  the 
night  of  the  first,  or  certainly  the  second  battle,  when  he  conld 
no  longer  have  been  deceived,  all  his  troops^  except  the  10,000 
men  requisite  for  the  tSte-de-pont,  to  the  left  bank,  there  to  defy 
and  give  a  general  battle  —  and  the  ground  was  admirable  for 
us ;  then,  in  case  of  victory,  recrossing  and  rushing  into  RiA- 
mond ;  in  case  of  defeat,  retiring,  as  other  beaten  armieB  do, 
back  along  his  line  of  communications,  to  his  basis  of  opera- 
tions, be  it  to  White  House,  be  it  to  Williamsburg,  be  it  to 
Yorktown;  thus  always  firm,  always  secure,  always  coyering 
his  own  supply,  always  embarrassing  his  enemy  by  drawing 
them  on  when  they  have  no  transportation  to  follow,  when  they 
dare  not  leave  Richmond  too  far.     Instead  of  all  this,  as  simple 
as  the  pursuit  of  the  panic-stricken  army  running  from  Manassas, 
he  loses  head  and  heart,  throws  himself  back  on  the  shipping,, 
and  gulls  the  silly  public  with  a  hard  name,  namely,  that  he  had 
changed  his  base  of  operations.     This  is  false,  and  by  this  time 
he  knows  it.     We  have  no  basis  whatever  to  act  on.    As  to 
ascending  the  James,  when,  after  the  successful  fight  at  Malvern 
Hill,  he  yielded  the  strongest  battle-field  that  we  have  yet  had, 
he  gave  to  the  enemy  a  fearfully  strong  position  which  debars 
our  future  advance.     As  to  crossing  the  James  river,  that  isoot 
of  the. question.     It  would  result  in  nothing,  but  only  the  more 
endanger  Washington.    And  now  I  distinctly  assure  you  that 
there  are  ninety-nine  chances  in  a  hundred  of  Washington^ 
being  taken  in  less  than  fifteen  days.     But  the  falsity  of  the 
James  river  being  a  base  of  operations  is  this,  that  it  is  quietly 
known  that,  if  there  were  full  peace,  the  James  river  has  been  so 
effectively  obstructed  that  it  could  not  be  cleared  under  many 
weeks;  besides,  gunboats  are  overrated.     The  enemy  fought 
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(Very  cowardly  in  the  West,  hence  their  Euccess.  In  this  region 
the  rebels  face  full  batleries  on  ihe  open  ground,  hulling  grape 
at  them,  and  come  up  to  the  mnzelea  of  the  guns,  This  was 
the  case  on  the  30th  ult.,  on  the  I^'ew-M.irltet  road,  where 
nothing  bnt  my  so-cailed  pi?rsonal  rashnees  in  hooding  the 
Sixty-third  Pennsylvania  and  a  part  of  the  Thirty-seventh  New 
York,  in  lending  them  to  the  charge,  saved  my  pieces.  To  me 
the  most  cruel  thing  of  this  war  is  the  unhandsome  attempt  of 
crushing  my  military  mastery  of  my  profession  under  the 
decrying  epithets  of  rashness,*  My  best  results  of  head  would 
nflen  fail  hut  for  the  stimulus  of  my  lead.  No  ;  very  far  from 
having  a  base  to  act  on,  General  McClellan  has  boved  us. 
You  will  soon  hear  of  the  James  river  being  rendered  impass- 
able for  our  supplies,  and  then,  like  drowned  rats,  we  must  soon 
oome  out  of  our  holes.  But  it  will  be  done  with  more  awful 
sacrifices  of  useless  because  avoidable  battles.  We  are  fortify- 
ing here  (^ain,  unnecessarily  so.  It  breaks  the  hearts  of  the 
-soldiers,  gives  them  the  idea  that  they  can  not  win  fields,  and 
yet,  in  a  few  days,  sooner  or  later,  we  will  have  to  bnrst  through 
the  network  that  the  enemy  are  preparing  around  us,  and,  if  we 
Ao  not  look  out  for  Washington,  that  city  will  go.  They 
will  crush  PopK,  by  leaving  McClkllajj  in  ignorance  of  their 
departure,  then  for  a  foreign  alliance,  and  good-night  to  the 
North.  Even  now  McClellan's  defeat  will  be  likely  to  pro- 
duce thia.  His  '  change  of  base '  may  cheat  the  American 
Dewspapers  and  fool  the  American  people ;  but  the  ignominious 
retreat,  the  abandonment  of  the  sick  and  wounded,  the  aban- 
dofiment  of  stores,  and  loss  of  strategical  supremacy  can  not 
be  concealed  from  the  military  eyes  of  France,  England,  nor 
•  «lfletrhore.     So  much  for  McClkllas  and  the  politicians. 

"'P.  S.  —  One  curious  fact:  knowing  the  case  of  carrying  ofi" 
my  sick  and  wounded  from  Fair  Oaks  (I  sent  them  off  early),  I 
was  ordered  to  onload  them  and  abandon  them  ;  but  I  did  not, 
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and  carried  them  off,  but,  although  I  had  twenty  empty  wagOMf 
was  prevented  taking  off  those  of  another  hospital  Forta- 
nately,  they,  too,  principally  got  clear.' 

"  I  will  not  apologize,"  is  the  remark  of  Cortkandt  PaBEKE, 
in  his  sketch  of  Philip  KSarny,  Soldier  and  Patriot,  "for 
extracting  this  long  letter.  There  is  much  in  it  to  exhibit  die 
peculiarities  of  General  Kearny's  character.  Next  to  bis  senK 
of  the  disgrace  inflicted  upon  the  army  at  large,  and  the  countrr, 
by  the  retreat  which  he  so  severely  denounced,  was  his  grief  at 
the  losses  and  almost  ruin  of  his  pet  Jersey  Brigade,  upon 
whose  fate  he  ever  looked  with  parental  anxiety.  *  I  am  wk- 
cned,'  he  writes  in  a  letter  of  July  24th,  *  by  the  falseness  of 
the  times,  and  the  gratuitous  sacrifice  of  the  Jersey  Brigade,  b 
enough  to  make  me  so.  Why  did  not  their  division  general  go 
to  command  in  person  ?  It  was  his  own  part  of  the  diTiston 
(  *  *  ).  It  was  half  of  his  own  provisional  corps,  and 
surely  why  not  place  it  in  the  fight,  even  if  he  did  no  more? 
There  is  some  awful  secret  history  to  this  *  *  divisioo  at 
Friday's  fight.  You  will  learn  it  in  the  end ;  the  battle  which 
had  been  won,  was  lost  by  imbecility.'  July  31st,  he  writes: 
*  Major  RvEiisON  is  home  to  tell  his  own  story,  and  more  have 
escaped  than  we  counted  on.  I  am  much  aflTected  by  two  cir- 
cumstances, the  loss  of  the  colors  of  the  Second  regiment,  and 
the  surrender  of  the  Fourth,  with  scarcely  a  man  hurt,  all  of 
which  only  proves  the  want  of  confidence  incident  on  a  want 
of  military  management  on  the  part  of  the  noblest  troops  on 
the  earth,  my  old  brigade,  in  that  disastrous  battle  of  the  27th 
of  June,  on  the  Chickahominy.  General  Taylor  tells  a  sad 
story  of  it;  the  brave  Hexamer,  of  the  battery  even  worse; 
and  yet  McCleijlan  screens  Porter,  and  Congress  brerets 
him.  As  to  their  commanding  general,  I  cannot  understand 
how  a  general  like  him,  with  his  legitimate  division,  one  half 
of  his  command  committed  to  figjit  under  his  own  eye,  in  his 
very  presence,  and  that  he  should  have  never  taken  charge  of 
their  welfare.  At  Williamsburg,  I  engaged  the  enemy  with 
but  five  regiments,  and  at  Fair  Oaks  with  but  one  brigade,  and 
yet  this  is  set  down  as  rashness  of  my  own  person*  I  dislike 
to  think  of  this,  the  noblest  brigade  in  the  army,  frittered  to 
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ftlireds  in  a  moment.  How  truly  and  honestly  would  I  have 
served  under  General  Cook,  had  Jersey  but  united  hei-  ioldiers 
for  ns. 

**'OaP  great  anniversary  is  hardly  past,  recalling  moet  pain- 
fiilly  the  npriaing  of  the  North  at  this  epoch  last  year,  till  then 
tnuch  treachery,  but  not  a  reverse  of  arms,  How  vividly  do  I 
recall,  in  an  oration  I  beard  that  day,  the  trathful  tribute  to 
General  Scorr,  as  the  only  man  who  could  have  impressed  with 
certUQ  victory  the  mass  of  hiB  conntrymen,  who,  had  he  been 
left  in  general  control,  would  have  mesmerized  ns  with  his  own 
anrivaled  conviction  of  success.  But  where  are  we  now  ? 
Whither  has  gone  the  dignity  of  the  finest  army  ever  raised  in 
the  hemisphere,  if  I  may  not  say  the  world  ?  All  disappeared, 
U  if  wilted  by  the  touch  of  some  evil  genius's  wand.  An  army 
victorious  in  retreat,  even  brilliantly  so  in  the  advance,  and 
BT«B  in  the  false  position  into  which  it  Lad  been  exposed,  more 
lavish  of  blood  than  aught  history  presents  on  record ;  and  yet 
kll  this  timoronsly  placed  in  a  eui-descbc  of  which  the  enemy 
kolda  the  strings. 

"  I  am  giad,"  he  proceeds,  "  to  hear  yon  boldly  mention  the 
principle  of  drafts.  Believe  me,  without  it,  not  only  is  the 
(Tnion  imperiled,  but  I  will  not  answer  for  the  existence  of  the 
Kortk  Tlie  Southerners  have  long  years  proclaimed  that  they 
eonld  of  all  people  the  best  sustain  a  war.  Is  the  North  to 
ihnt  her  eyes  to  the  past,  and  forget  Sparta  and  the  Helots,  a 
Ighting  aristocracy,  and  the  cultivator  a  slave?  The  slothftil- 
■ess  of  the  Korth,  the  srIuRms  of  its  politicians,  the  trifling  of 
bU — in  fine,  this  crisis,  dictated  by  small  men  of  small  motive^ 
has  developed  in  the  South  confidence,  and  increased  venom 
■nd  the  activity  of  hopefulness,  even  more  than  the  spasmodic 
Ktion  of  despair.  They  have  boldly  launched  into  the  experi- 
ment which  Washington  dared  not,  even  for  our  sacred  Revo- 
(ntioa;  and  they  have  invented  the  conscription,  in  which  they 
h»ve  succeeded  by  terrorism,  or  as  likely  because,  from  our 
temporiEing,  the  South  is  united  to  a  man ;  and  thus  from  being 
weak,  comparatively,  in  population,  it  is  they  who  outnumber 
ns  at  present,  and  will  do  so  the  more  eacli  succeeding  day. 

lo  not  be  deceived  by  big  words;  we  have  been  blinded  by 
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them  too  long.  Do  not  believe  that  you  can  starve  them  bj 
intercepting  railroads.  In  the  first  place,  the  position  of  any 
railroad  argues  an  unlimited  concentration  against  the  assailiuit, 
a  i^)eedy  return  to  another  quarter.  But  that  apart,  do  not  let 
us  fancy  that  if,  for  thirty  years,  all  Germany  was  overrun  by 
armies,  living  as  they  went;  if  that  same  country  wm  more 
recently  the  theatre  of  war  for  twenty  years  of-  the  vast  forces 
of  Napoleonic  times,  and  with  armies  that  moved  with  hardly  i 
provision  train,  there  is  any  starving  an  army  in  the  heart  of 
Virginia,  where,  cut  what  roads  you  may,  you  still  have  mani- 
fold branches  near  at  hand.  Besides,  look  out !  the  war  will  be 
canied  into  Egypt,  and  our  own  purse-strings  will  be  unfastened 
with  a  vengeance. 

^  Why  we  hesitate,  I  cannot  imagine.  It  is  fearful  infatiu- 
tion  to  wait.  The  people  are  ripe  for  it,  as  you  remark.  Of 
course  they  are.  First,  they  are  earnest  as  patriots ;  and  next, 
they  have  an  instinct  of  the  storm  brewing  in  the  horizoni 
Why  the  enemy  leave  us  as  long  alone  really  embarrasses  me; 
not  but  that  it  is  very  certain  that  their  tremendous,  unparal- 
leled daring  in  facing  our  artillery  has  been  attended  with  on- 
paralleled  loss.  Though  successful  on  the  Chickahominy  against 
PoRTKR ;  unsuccessful  on  the  30th  of  June,  on  the  New-Market 
road ;  by  the  spirited  advance  of  the  Sixty-third  Pennsylrania 
and  half  the  Thirty-seventh  New  York,  which  I  led  up  against 
ten  times  our  number,  who,  unchecked  by  the  ceaseless  discharp 
of  six  pieces  firing  grape,  nearly  reached  the  muzzles  as  soon  as 
ourselves;  again  unsuccessful  at  Malvern  Heights,  firom  its 
amphitheatre  shape,  permitting  a  concentration  of  our  0Te^ 
numerous  artillery  (the  only  battle  where  it  has  come  well  into 
play),  the  result  of  all  which  was,  for  the  moment,  that  they 
could  no  longer  force  their  men  to  an  immediate  repetition.  * 
myself  think  that  they  can  never  repeat  it,  for  it  is  unusnal  w 
war ;  it  is  against  the  axioms  of  Napoleon  as  to  the  capabilities 
of  human  courage.  Still,  their  losses,  though  surpassing  ours, 
are  more  than  made  good." 

The  same  letter  contains  General  Kearny's  views  on  a  ques- 
tion then  much  mooted  —  the  employment  of  negroes  in  aid  of 
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{tho  Uuion  civuse.*  He  says:  "  Hut  besides  drafting,  it  is  tiiae 
5f<tr  iiB  to  deprive  tlie  enemy  of  their  extraneous  engines  ofwar. 
CThere  U  no  more  Southern  man  at  heart  than  myself.  I  am  eo 
ffixtm  education,  asBociatiou,  and  from  being  a  purely  UDpreju- 
Hiccd  lover  of  the  Union.  But  lliis  is  now  no  longer  lirae  for 
Siesitation.  As  the  blaeks  31*0  the  rural  military  force  of  tbe 
poath,  so  should  they  indiscriminately  be  received,  if  not  seized 
»ad  Bent  olf.  1  would  not  arm  them,  but  I  would  use  them  to 
npiLre  oar  whites,  needed  with  their  colors;  needed  to  drill, 
tttiat  first  source  of  discipline  —  that  first  utility  in  battle.  But 
Sn  furtherance  of  this,  instead  of  the  usual  twenty  pioneers  per 
tt^iment,  I  would  select  titty  stalwart  blacks ;  give  them  the 
Rix,  the  pick  and  the  spade.  But  give  them  high  military 
[oif;aniEation.  We  want  bands  —  give  twenty  blacks  —  again 
Wlilitary  organization.  So,  too,  cooks  for  the  companies,  team- 
irtillery  drivers.  Do  not  stop  lliere  —  and  always 
vit&otU  arms  —  organize  engineer  regiments  of  blacks  for  the 
fortifications,  pontoon  regiments  of  blaeks,  black  hospital  corps 
&f  narses.  Put  this  in  practice,  and  the  day  that,  from  Euro[>ean 
inteTference,  we  have  to  look  bitterness  nearly  in  the  face,  fA«n, 
ind  not  till  then,  awaken  to  the  conviction  that  you  have  an 
inny  of  over  fifty  thousand  highly  disciplined  soldiery  —  sn- 
perior  to  double  the  number  of  our  ordinary  run  of  badly  dis- 
Biplined,  badly  officered,  nnreliable  regiments  now  intrusted 
irith  the  fortunes  of  the  North.  I  would  seek  Fi-ench  officers 
for  them,  irom  their  peculiar  gift  over  '  natives.'  In  their  own 
iervice  tliey  easily  beat  the  Arabs  —  and  then  oflicer  them  and 

Brlg.-Ocncial  Birmt  Isle 


Ir  beloc  Mnplojreil  u  le 


HapwttUllr, 


,_,.  .  .  P.  KBARMT. 

'  Tb  Brlg-Oenenl  Bikiciit. 
In  ■ceonUncc  with  thcic  InBtractlnm,  It  1h  nodentood  lh»l  Qcn.  Bmntr  b*>  oriewd 
iglnwDt  lo  talB  cnmraMfl,  lo  obtain  lirenly  cooks,  IfH  tcanialen  and  Ivcat; 
■,  BUklug  threa  bundnd  coDtnbanili  employed  In  U14  biigide. 
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surpass  their  own  troops  in  desperate  valor.  Also,  I  sboold 
advise  some  Jamaica  sergeants  of  the  black  regiments.  As  for 
the  women,  employ  them  in  hospitals,  and  in  making  cartridges, 
etc.  I  know  the  Southern  character  intimately.  It  is  not  truly 
brave.  It  is  at  times  desperate,  invincible  if  successful— mort 
dif?pirited  if  the  reverse  —  is  intimidated  at  a  distant  idea,  whidi 
they  would  encounter,  if  suddenly  brought  to  them,  face  to  lace. 
This  idea  of  black  adjuncts  to  the  military  awakens  nothing 
inhuman.  It  but  prevents  the  slave,  run  away  or  abandoned  to 
us,  from  becoming  a  moneyed  pressure  upon  us.  It  eventually 
would  prepare  them  for  freedom ;  for  surely  we  do  not  intend  to 
give  them  to  their  rebel  masters.  In  fine,  why  have  we  even 
now  many  old  soldiers  on  the  frontier  garrisons  ?  Send  there 
a  black  regiment  on  trial  —  not  at  once,  but  gradually — by  the 
process  I  named  above.  Do  this,  and  besides  acquiring  a  strong 
provisional  army,  you  magnify  your  present  one  by  over  fifty 
thousand  men."* 

Again,  on  the  17th  of  July,  he  addressed  his  tried  friend,  0. 
S.  Halstead,  Jr.,  of  Now  Jersey,  better  known,  in  the  political 
world,  as  *'  Pet  Halstead."  "  Is  it  not  strange,  here  b  an 
army  nearly  strong  enough  to  go  to  Richmond.  It  was  q^iiteio 
when  it  arrived,  but  has  lost  the  half  of  its  numbers  by  sickness 
and  imbecile  administration  of  a  commonplace,  unmilitary  * 
*  *  a  weak-kneed  General ;  and  also  its  losses  in  useless,  bnt 
terribly  severe  battles^  are  beyond  all  European  premous  e^jseri- 
cftre.  In  honor  to  the  Southerners  I  must  say,  that  theirs  has 
been  even  severer.  They  face  grapeshot^  as  Napoleon  laid  it 
down  as  an  axiom  to  be  impossible.  They  are  noble  fellows. 
But  our  men  have  displayed  Jm^^  as  mxich  courage^  but  have  not 
yet  been  led  against  batteries.  In  their  doing  this^  as  a  friend, 
though  I  say  it,  who  should  not,  I  beg  you  to  make  all  remem- 
ber, that  it  was  by  my  personal  influence  going  into  the  first 
line  of  fire,  precisely  as  the  French  Generals  have  ever  done, 

•  The  three  preceding  letters  are  from  Pabkrr's  "  Kearnt,  Soldier  and  Putrtot" 
Ke.vrky's  Idea  of  organiEing,  milttartly,  the  blacks  was  ahead  of  any  thing  origlnBtlog  io 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  but  not  In  advance  of  the  common  fMend  of  KkabxymmJWs 
oouj«in,  Brtg.-Oeneral  J.  W.  Phklps.  U.  S.  V.,  of  Vermont,  nor  of  the  writer,  who,  to  the 
public  prints,  advocated  —  In  case  of  hostilities  between  tho  North  and  South— orguliiV 
colored  refrlments  under  white  officers ;  and  of  arming  the  blacka  In  the  ensolng  V^ 
when  a  long  war  had  become  a  mournftil  fixed  (kct. 


BlOaRAPIIY  OF  ICAJOK-OBNEBAL  PHaiP  KBAHSt.  383 

*  thut  FIRST  gave  this  impulse  of  fighting  to  the  army  of 
McClbllas.  Jii  return  there  is  silence  to  my  powers  of  admin- 
istration, my  talents  for  hiyh  discipUno,  my  perfect,  busineaa- 
Hhe  management  of  all  my  quotas  on  a  field  of  battle,  and  tho 
ttuptd  crowds  take  up  the  words  prompted  to  them  by  the 
Sioissariea  of  the  envious  and  others,  my  enemies,  and  aay  — 
*AhI  there  is  a  worthless  General,  he  exposes  hiruself."  "He 
is  rash."  "He  must  he  an  ignoramus."  Our  poor  Jersey 
t>rif[ade  vrascut  up,  to  pieces,  from  mismanagement  (I  refer  you 
to  General  Tatlob)  iu  Pobtkb's  fight.  Tho  only  battle  which 
ire  have  yet  lost — and  this  entirely  owing  to  Pobtek's  want 
if  head.  The  country  permitted  an  impregnable  field,  it  was 
lot  developed.  lie  used  regiments  and  brigades  with  no  con- 
leited  action,  and  lost  all  *  *  *  and  yet  McCubllan,  ijt 
\he/aoe  i^f  the  President,  gives  [him]  *  *  a  proviaionat 
torpe — and  then  the  President  gives  him  an  advanced  rank. 
WliilstJi  the  like  unknown  before  in  history  —  a  successful 
liviuoQ  commander,  am  left  •  •  •  without  recognition. 
Be  sure  if  this  army  was  in  the  hands  of  a  man  likely  to  save  it 
[it  ie  in  a  bad  fix),  I  woidd  pitc/i  my  oommiasiofi  to  the  winds 
md  serve  my  country  otherwise."* 

Ten  days  allerward  he  addt'essed  the  following  characteristio 
q;>i8lle  to  a  young  cousin,  a  J^ew  Torker  by  birth,  who  had  just 
>etn  appointed  a  Captain  m  the  Eleventh  New  Jersey  Volun- 
eers.  This  gallant  young  man  was  mortally  wounded  at  Get- 
f  ftbnrg  and  died,  aged  only  twenty-one  years,  on  the  9th  of 
ILn^UBt,  1863,  in  St.  Luke's  Hospital,  New  York  city,  in  oon- 
equence  of  the  amputation  of  his  leg,  too  long  deferred  for  his 
h^Ue  constitution : 

''I  am  gUd  to  find  jou  in  arms.  I'am  truly  sensible  to  tbe  kindiieee  of 
leu.  &T0C&T0N  and  Col.  Scbaston,  hb  well  as  to  his  Excellency  tliu  Oov- 
mor.  I  moat  confess,  that  I  would  bave  preferred  j'ou  to  bsve  commenced 
■  B  Lieutenant,  for  a  Captaincj  involves  feaifal  respnnsibilitj  —  and  Ihatt 

*  Otligr  lelten  or  Euurr,  Tory  luterentinjc  and  able  prodactlans  tbL'y  iru.  might 
HW  beeit  addml  In  Uiln  cbapMr,  but  itUnotJniit  to  the  dead  to  publltli  what  b<  nnuld 
■>■  kare  dealred  or  suffered  ta  be  mada  public  had  lie  lived.  At  remarlied  In  a  preTlooB 
b^tcr,  nusy  ot  bli  ebalUtlaDn  were  Ihc  reanlt  ol  pain  actlDf;  on  a  cenone  lem|>en- 
laat.  Kbuimt  was  ■  nufiDaniinoue  man.  and  snch  mini  do  Dot  utter  inJanllcH  Id  Ilielr 
sol  momonts.  or  Qeiin  to  liaro  tbsm  [ememberod  It  rpakiD  oi  uttered  under  Inllb. 

UftMniArliiK.  mental  or  pbjBiul. 
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the  tofight  of  our  military  name  on  my  shmdders.  But  I  do  not  saj  this  to 
discourage  you.  I  am  proud  that  you  are  in  the  seryice.  ff  y<m  ditj^ 
c<mrage  it  wiU  gracefully  cover  a  multitude  of  ehort-eominge.  You  most 
have  learned  something  of  the  nature  of  men,  as  to  controlling  them  with 
decinon  but  little  harshness  ;  with  discipline  but  justice  ;  but  abate  aUwi&s, 
careful  watclifulness  of  th^r  rights  and  comforts  —  they  a/re  wry  grat^nl, 
far  m4>re  so  than  the  little  one  may  do  for  t/iem  deserves.  Ab  to  perfecting 
yourself  in  your  new  ]X)sition,  never  let  it  pass  from  your  mind  in  whit  a 
false  position  a  gentleman  is,  wlio  assumee  to  be  that  which  he  is  not.  That 
you  necessarily  must  be  so  for  a  while  is  not  your  fault  but  that  of  the  volun- 
teer system,  that  takes  new  (men)  instead  of  doing  justice  to  those  who  hive 
served.  In  telling  you  all  this,  my  dear  cousin,  it  is  only  to  stimulate  yoa 
to  a  high  energy.  Adopt  a  military  carriage,  and  perfect  yourself  in  the 
tactics  and  in  army  regulations.  Study  them  constantly.  Add  to  thii  in 
investigation  of  military  law,  and  your  course  will  be  right,  and  a  battle  or 
BO  dashingly  carried  through,  will  secure  to  you  my  warm  sympathies  and 
any  assistance  I  can  render  you.  We  are  still  (within)  about  five  and  a  half 
miles  of  Richmond.  Continued  alarms,  now  a  shell  booming  in  the  air,  now 
a  brisk  picket  fight,  now  a  foray  by  the  enemy,  and  then  again  some  grej- 
coats  brought  in  from  the  other  side.  In  our  two  battles  of  WillamBborg 
and  Fair  Oaks,  my  division  is  the  only  one  that  has  been  engaged  (here 
some  words  apparently  were  omitted)  in  the  two  battles.  These  two  battlei 
looked  more  like  the  picture  books  than  any  thing  I  had  ever  before  seen, 
except  one  small  ]X)int  in  the  battle  field  of  Solferino.  The  slain  weretcta- 
ally  piled  up  in  heaps.  My  Michigan  Marksmen  are  fearful  with  thar 
rifles.  I  have  also  some  Pennsylvania  Mountain  Men  who  are  brave  fel- 
lows, and  some  Maine  Woodman,  who  seem  at  home  anywhere  in  the 
woods,  whether  balls  are  whizzing  by  tlicmi  or  not.  My  New  York  rtgir 
ments  include  the  celebrated  Hob  art  Ward  Thirty-eighth  and  the  Mozabt. 
On  the  whole  it  is  a  very  exciting  life,  but  I  never  get  over  the  feeling  that 
after  every  battle  I  am  as  fearful  of  hearing  of  friends  being  killed  in  the 
opposite  army  as  in  our  own." 

If  his  detention  at  Harrison's  Landing  was  a  short  period 
of  comparative  rest  and  recuperation  to  General  Kearnt,  it 
was  destined  to  be  but  a  short  interval  of  repose.  Within  two 
weeks  he  was  again  in  motion  and  on  bis  march  to  join  Pope. 
He  left  the  banks  of  the  James  with  alacrity,  for  to  take  the 
field  again  was  to  him  a  renewal  of  life.  It  is  true,  that  he  was 
no  longer  buoyed  up  with  those  brilliant  hopes  of  success  which 
animated  him  when  he  first  took  the  field,  still,  his  spirit  was 
nevertheless  elate  with  the  prospect  of  once  more  participating 
in  an  active  campaign,  which  promised,  even  if  it  held  forth  no 
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Other  incentives,  a  certainty  of  again  meeting  the  enemies  of  his 
country  and  the  traitorous  foes  to  right  and  progress ;  a  certainty 
of  fair  stricken  fields,  where  brilliant  examples,  stern  intrepidity, 
and  able  generalship  might  undo,  by  hard  fighting  to  the  pur- 
pose, what  had  already  been  ill  done  by  the  sheerest  incompe- 
tency —  an  inability  to  harvest  by  decision  what  had  already 
been  reaped  in  blood. 

Here  the  reader  must  leave  Kearny  for  a  few  pages  in  order 
to  consider  what  had  occurred  in  the  "  Army  of  Virginia" 
l)etween  the  date  when  the  "  Array  of  the  Potomac"  was  com 
pelled  by  its  commander,  not  by  the  rebel  foe,  to  commence  its 
rapid  retreat  to  the  James,  and  the  date  when  Kearny  was 
enabled  to  bring  up  his  division  to  the  assistance  of  Pope. 
While  Kearny  lay  in  enforced  inaction  at  Harrison's  Landing, 
stirring  events  had  been  occurring  in  another  quarter,  whither 
the  rebels  had  been  permitted  to  direct  those  forces  which 
should  have  been  fully  occupied,  if  not  destroyed  by  Mc- 
Clellan. 

Then,  if  ever,  was  justified  that  indignant  outburst  which 
Shakespeare  places  in  the  mouth  of  the  hunchbacked  but  lion- 
hearted  R1CELA.RD  III.  Lincoln,  when  he  learned  of  the  breaking 
forth  of  Lee,  might  have  addressed  to  McClellan  the  very 
words  which  the  indomitable  Plantaganet  addressed  to  Stan- 
ley: 

King  Richard  —  "  Where  is  thy  power,  then,  to  beat  him  back  ? 

Where  be  thy  tenants  and  thy  followers? 

Are  they  not  now  upon  the  western  shore, 

Safe-conducting  the  rebels  from  their  ships  ?  " 

Stanley  —  "  No,  my  good  lord,  my  friends  are  in  the  north." 

King  Richard —  "  Cold  friends  to  me ;  what  do  they  in  the  north. 

When  they  should  serve  their  sovereign  in  the  west  ?  " 
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CHAPTER  XXVIII; 

POPE  AND  THE  "ARMY  OF  VmGINIA" 

( No.  1. ) 

FROM   THE    RAPIDAN  TO   WARRENTOV. 

"SoLDiSBs:  We  have  had  our  lost  retreat.  We  have  seeD  our  last  defeat  Too  stud 
by  me  and  I  will  stand  by  you,  and  henceforth  victory  will  crown  our  efforte."— MoCutt- 
LA2*,  September  10th,  1861.—"  EebeUinn  Record  "  Diary  of  Events,  Vol.  III.,  22  (2), 

"  Very  grievous  was  the  disappointment  of  the  loyal  people  when  they  knew  ttat  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Potomac  had  been  driven  flrom  the  front  of  Bichmond,  bad  abandoned 
the  siege,  and  had  intrenched  itself  in  a  defensive  position  in  the  malarious  regiojiof  tttf 
James  River."— Ix^sjno's  ClvU  War  In  Amrrtca,  II.,  XVII,  441. 

"  PoPK,  on  talcing  the  field,  issued  an  address  to  hl^  army,  censurlog,  by  lmpllcatioD.tte 
course  of  McClkllan,  and  breathing  a  spirit  of  confidence  which  belied  the  forebodings 
which  he  felt."— Habpekh  Hi^ory  of  the.  Great  RebeUion,  382,  and  note  S. 

"  What  Is  an  army  in  which  the  commander  Is  at  the  mercy  of  his  sabordinateir-- 
Mabscma  to  Napoleon  ;  Mitciikll's  Biographies  of  Eminent  Soldiers,  188. 

"  I  am  clear  that  one  of  two  courses  should  be  adopted : 

"First.    To  concentrate  all  our  available  force?  to  open  communication  with  Fopb. 

"  Second.  To  leave  Pope  to  get  out  of  his  scrape,  and  at  once  use  all  our  means  to  tain 
the  Capital  perfectly  safe."— McClkllan  to  Lincxjln,  August  29th,  1M2. 

"  PoPK  now  repeated  with  groator  earnestness  his  request,  made  before  he  took  the  Add. 
to  be  reliev*'<l  of  the  conmiaud  of  the  Army  of  Virginia,  and  allowed  to  return  to  tie 
Weft."— LoftMiNO'H  Civil  War  in  Aimrirn,  11.,  482. 

•'  Money  is  precious,  human  life  is  precious,  but  Time  is  the  most  precious  of  alL"-FWd 
Marshal  SnwAR(»w  to  General  Beloradk.  1799. 

"This  Cabinet  order  deranges  all  my  plans.  .  ,  .  Every  individual  general  addroBes 
himself  to  the  Aullc  Council,  not  only  about  his  own  particular  aflalrs,  but  about  gwwral 
afflUrs  also ;  and  has  thus  a  right  to  intrigues,  for  hia  own  pleasure  and  advantage,  which 
gives  the  Council  power  to  direct  and  to  bind  him.  If  the  Aulic  Council  would  only  leave 
me  alone,  then  one  or  two  campaigns  would  not  cost  me  more  than  so  many  monthi:lMtf 
with  their  hyper-strategy  and  generalship,  one  month  of  their  operations  will  extend  OTtf 
entire  campaigns."- Suwarow  to  Rosumowskv,  Russian  Ambassador  at  Vienna,  IW 

"  Your  Excellency  knoWs  that  my  functions  are  confined  to  transmitting  the  Klog^ 
orders,  and  reporting  all  events  to  your  Excellency.  I  believe  I  have  fulfilled  mydolka 
with  care  and  exactness.  If  I  hod  supposed  It  was  the  Emperor's  intention  to  Invtietmc 
with  more  extensive  Ainctlons,  I  should  have  begged  to  be  excused ;  first.  bec»we  the 
supreme  direction  of  aft'alrs  In  Spain  is  much  beyond  my  ability:  and.  secondly,  b«»«tt 
Is  necessary  to  success  in  war,  that  a  chief  should  have  xmder  his  orders  ofHoers  of  InfiBrtof 
rank  who  will  obey  him ;  not  comrmles,  who  think  their  merits  superior  to  his."— Mant*! 
JouitnAiN  to  the  French  Minister  of  War.  June,  1800. 

"  It  Is  true,  that.  In  the  absence  of  the  Crown  Prince  [Hallscr].  the  chief  comnund  of 
the  troops  was  entrusted  to  the  Duke  of  Wiemar  [Pope],  .  .  .  but,  in  point  of  fert,  hb 
authority  was  very  limited,  or,  to  speak  more  accurately,  imaginary ;  and  this  tot  twa 
reasons.  In  the  first,  becaase  the  Emperor  Alexander  [Lincoln]  had  written  to  the  DoI» 
fPoPEl,  to  act  In  all  things  conformably  to  the- arrangements  of  the  Crown  Prince  fHA^ 
lbck],  who  was  at  a  distance  from  the  theatre  of  war ;  and,  secondly,  because  orders  wn« 
forwardwl  directly  from  the  headquarters  ...  to  Wiictzenokbodk  and  Bci/iw 
[Porter  and  others],  who,  of  course,  acted  as  If  they  were  not  under  the  command  of  the 
Duke  [Pope]."— General  DAXiLSFveKT.* Okvnpaftm  in  lYantx,  1814, 29. 
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AUbongb  it  does  not  come  within  tbe  scope  of  this  irork,  to 
inter  into  aoy  detailed  hiBlorical  review  of  tiie  operations  of 
ic  "  Army  of  Virginia,"  it  is,  nevertheless,  absolaleiy  neces- 
try  to  present  a  statement  of  its  operations  after  General  Pope 
ksftumed  the  personal  direction  of  it  at  Warrenton,  July  29th, 
t882.  He  received  the  command  "  with  grave  forebodings  of 
he  result,"  but  with  the  assurance  that  the  enemy  would  never 
lutach  from  Richmond  any  considerable  force  for  an  advance 
ipon  Wnahington,  so  long  as  the  "  Army  of  the  Potomao  "  re- 
.nined  at  Harrinon's  Landing,  since  as  long  as  it  lay  fAers  the 
tlxil  capital  was  in  imminent  danger. 

Any  military  student  who  has  examined  accurate  and  de- 
ftiled  maps  of  the  country  between  the  Potomac,  east,  the 
lapidan,  south,  and  the  Bull  Run  mountains,  west,  will  see 
rhat  an  extremely  difficult  taste  was  assigned  to  Pope.  The 
fbels  were  advancing  along  those  mountains,  using  them  par- 
ally  as  a  screen,  and  yet  Pope  was  compelled  to  cover  Frcd- 
ricksburg  from  twenty  to  thirty  miles  to  the  oast,  and  entirely 
tat  of  the  line  of  their  march.*  The  authorities  in  Washington 
ind  McClellas  must  bear  the  greater  share  of  the  blame 
triginally  laid  upon  Pope.  Indeed  they,  and  not  he,  are  res- 
ousible  for  his  want  of  success.  Considering  all  the  difficnl tics 
ront  and  rear  with  which  Pope  had  to  contend,  the  only  won- 
ler  is  that  he  accomplished  aa  much  as  he  did.  The  latter 
hoold  have  clung  to  the  rear  of  Leb,  or  at  least  have  made  a 
I,  if  he  did  no  more.  Lee  manrouvred  as  if  he  deemed 
hat  the  army  at  H.irriaon's  Landing  was  deprived  of  all  power 
f  S^resaive  injury. 
Was  he  not  right  ?  was  he  not  justified  in  his  conclusions  by 
ifl  resalt  ?  for  McCi.ellan's  whole  action,  correspondence  and 
[ispositions  from  the  day  when  he  landed  on  the  Peninsula,  place 
lim  in  the  same  category  with  those  French  generals  who, 
!bonnding  in  troops,  but  wanting  in  themselves,  limited  them- 
slves  almost  entirely  to  demonstrations  on  the  western. frontier 
if  I^UBsin,  during  the  "  Seven  Years'  War." 
Imagine  such  a  genera!  as  McClkli.an  had  proved  himself. 
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especially  in  his  retreat  to  the  James,  in  Pope's  place.  WonJi 
he  have  held  at  bay  one  hundred  thousand  men  flushed  with 
success,  with  forty  to  fifty  thousand,  and  have  checked  them 
for  two  weeks,  disputing  every  inch  of  ground  from  Col- 
peper  to  Fairfax,  fifty  miles,  holding  back  Lee's  whole  army 
on  a  line  of  from  thirty  to  forty  miles  in  extent  of  front?  Com- 
pare Pope's  action  with  that  of  I^IcClellan  in  the  Peninsuli 
The  latter  retreated  precipitately  twenty-five  or  thirty  miles 
which  interposed  between  Meclianicsville  and  Harrison's  Land- 
ing, although  he  had  numbers  equal,  if  not  very  greatly  supe- 
rior, to  the  rebels,  and  his  lieutenants  held  their  own  glorionsly 
in  every  encounter.  McClellax  had  better  troops  than  Pope; 
better  executive  generals  than  Pope,  until  he  was  joined  by 
Reno  and  Kearny  ;  better  means  of  supply,  and  heartier  co- 
operation. Whatever  may  have  been  Kearny's  personal 
feelings  toward  McClellan,  he  never  flinched  from  his  duty 
to  him  as  his  superior.  The  following  may  be  cited  as  a  speci- 
men of  his  style  of  expressing  his  sentiments  in  the  field: 

"  The  conduct  of  General  Kearny  in  this  battle  (Glendale) 
was  the  admiration  of  all  his  corps.  He  was  everywhere 
direcling  all  movements,  imparting,  by  his  presence  .and 
cloarsiglitednoss,  the  most  determined  courage  to  his  men; 
wherever  the  danger  was  greatest,  there  he  pressed  and  carried 
with  him  a  personal  power  that  was  equal  to  a  reinforcemenk 
In  a  }>re-enHnent  degree  he  possessed  that  military  prescience, 
or  anlici})ation  of  what  was  coming  and  the  point  of  an  enemy's 
attack,  which  has  characterized  every  great  man  who  has  risen 
to  distinction  in  the  art  of  war."  (Chaplain  Marks'  " Peninsular 
Campaign,"  pages  282,  283.) 

Justice  has  never  been  done  to  Pope.*  The  merits  of  the  general 


*  "  Ju<«tlce  has  not  been  ronderod  to  Goneral  Popk  for  his  conduct  in  this  campal^" 
[The  writer  penned  his  sentiment  in  the  tummrr  of  1368,  having  always  previously  nwfo- 
tained  that  view  of  the  case,  lie  did  not  know  Professor  Drapkb  was  engaged  Id  ^ 
grand  work  until  the  ensuing  winter,  and  never  heard  or  read  this  Judgmoit  ontfl  tW 
trifxter  of  LMiH-I(ifl9.]  "  He  had  a  musit  difficult  task  to  accomplish,  and  had  to  depend  oi 
ver}'  unreliable  means.  Though  there  never  was  purer  patriotism  than  thatwblcb  •»'* 
niateil  the  soldiers  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  that  army  had  t>een  broogbt.  tbroo^the 
Influence  of  ofhcers  who  surrounded  General  McClkllan,  Into  a  most  dangerous  condl' 
tlon  —  dangerous  to  the  t>e8t  interests  of  the  nation  —  of  having  a  wish  of  Its  own,  and  that 
wish  in  opposition  to  the  convictions  of  the  government.  In  armies  It  Is  but  a  veiy  Bl»ort 
step  ft-om  the  iKwsessIon  of  a  wish  to  the  expression  of  a  wilL  Perhaps  at  no  p«rtod  of 
:he  war  were  thought(\il  men  more  deeply  alarmed  for  the  Aiture  of  the  nation  than  irbCB 
they  hoard  of  the  restoration  of  McClkluln  to  the  command,  and  reoognixed  the  osfflli* 
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have  been  loat  sight  of  in  tlie  demerits  of  tlie  individual, 
if  detnerita  is  a  proper  term  for  nnconciliatory  manners  and 
rough  deportment.  MliClellan,  as  wisely  observed  by  Chap- 
lain Marks,  won  his  popularity  by  demeanor  more  than  by 
any  thing  else.  "Mnuh  of  the  devotion  of  the  army  to 
General  McClkllan  was  owing  to  the  fact,  as  he  rode  through 
the  ranks,  he  always  looked  upon  the  men  kindly ;  and  when 
hu  had  to  pre^B  a  Holdier  out  of  his  way,  it  was  never  with  rude- 
nesB  or  ins  nit." 

Pops,  on  the  other  hand,  was  undoubtedly  sometimes,  if  not 
often,  the  esact  reverse  of  this,  if  prejudice  has  not  influenced 
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the  pen-portrait  of  the  man.  A  friend  and  relative  of  tk 
writer  was  present  "at  an  interview  just  in  the  rear  of  the 
latter^s  (Ksabnt's)  division,  on  a  slight  eminence,  at  nightiiJl, 
about  9  p.  M.,  August  29,  1862,  the  first  day  of  the  Second  Batr 
tie  of  Bull  Run.  Keabny  asked  to  have  his  troops— whom 
he  said  had  sustained  hard  fighting  and  were  worn  out— re- 
lieved by  fresh  ones."  Such  a  request  from  such  a  man  as 
Kearny,  should  have  been  met  with  sympathetic  courtesy  and 
consideration,  even  if  the  exigencies  of  the  service  prevented 
Pope  from  acceding  to  it.  Nevertheless,  "the  request  was 
refused  in  rough  terms,"  so  much  so  as  to  leave  the  most  pain- 
ful impression  upon  the  mind  of  the  narrator,  an  officer  of  high 
rank  and  position,  who  dwelt  upon  the  interview  with  admira- 
tion, "  in  describing  Kearxy's  magnificent  presence  during  the 
whole  scene." 

Nevertheless,  it  would  be  highly  unjust  and  untrue  not  to 
express  the  <5onviction  that  Pope's  tenacity  saved  Washington, 
imperiled  by  the  practical  incapacity  of  IIalleck,  and  the  languor 
or  procrastination  of  McClellan,  aided  in  either  case  by  the 
vacillation,  feebleness,  and  utter  want  of  comprehensive  ideas 
and  of  strategic  penetration  among  those  who  controlled  events 
at  the  Capital.  All,  however,  could  have  been  remedied  by 
will  and  alacrity  on  the  part  of  McClellan,  and  more  than  one 
of  his  generals.  Results  distinctly  demonstrated  that  these 
were  wanting.  Those  who  cannot,  or  will  not  judge  by  results, 
will,  perhaps,  pay  as  little  attention  to  the  following  extract 
from  the  letter  of  an  honest  man,  who  served  in  a  most  respon- 
sible position  on  the  staff  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  for  over 
three  years,  which  throws  strong  light  upon  the  subject: 

"On  September  2d  (this  morning),  General  Pope,  while. on 
Centerville  Heights,  pointing  toward  four  different  encamp- 
ments, directed  me  to  carry  orders  to  Major-Generals  Heint- 
zelman,  Sigel,  Reno  and  Porteb.  I  found  neither  of  these 
generals  at  the  encampments  indicated ;  in  fact,  I  was  so  mislotl 
by  this  indication  by  General  Pope  as  to  make  it  three  or  four 
hours  before  all  the  orders  were  delivered.      * 

*'I  rode  up  to  one  headquarter  tent,  and  meeting  General 
FuANKLiN,  asked  him  the  whereabouts  of  these  generals;  he 
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told  me  that  there  were  other  generals  in  the  tent  who,  perhaps, 
might  inform  me.  I  found  five  generuls  in  consultation,  one  of 
whom  immediately  replied  to  my  intjuirics  by  eayiug  that  they 
did  not  know  anything  about  General  Pope,  or  his  generals."* 
SfCHST,  on  the  Var,  in  April  and  May,  1800,  occupied  an 
analogous  position  to  that  of  PorK,  in  August,  1862.  Defeated 
by  KiasTTz,  but  disputing  every  inch  of  ground,  he  clung  so 
tunaoiouaiy  to  the  Auatrians,  and  occupied  their  attention  so 
thoroughly,  that  his  diversion  exercised  a  most  important  influ- 
ence upon  the  event  of  Marengo,  and  Napoleon  acknowledged 
it.  Massfna's  defence  of  Genoa  operitted  in  a  similar  and 
almost  equal  degree,  although  he  was  forced  to  capitulate. 
Both,   by   their  obstinate   reBistance,  gained   tisie,   the   most 
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important  element  in  military  success ;  Pope,  likewise,  gained 
time  of  inestimable  value.  He  held  in  check  for  ten  days  the 
army  which  McClellan  had  permitted  to  escape,  and  thus  was 
let  loose  upon  Washington.  He  saved  the  National  Capital, 
and  from  the  buckler  which  he  interposed,  Lee  glanced  off  to 
Frederick.  This  gave  ten  days  more.  Then  the  "Army  of  the 
Potomac,"  having  absorbed  the  *'Army  of  Virginia,"  threw 
back  the  rebels  across  the  Potomac. 

The  Army  of  Virginia,  in  July,  consisted  of  about  84,000 
infantry  and  artillery,  and  about  5,000  cavalry,  of  which  a  con- 
siderable part  was  in  bad  condition. 

This  force  was  stretched  out  along  a  front  of  forty  miles,  with 
its  left  resting  on  Sperryville,  and  its  right  pn  FredericislwTg. 
On  July  14th,  General  Hatch  had  been  directed  to  oocnpy 
Gordonsville,  which,  with  Charlotteville,  Kearny  had  indicated 
from  the  very  first  as  strategic  key-points  to  any  overland 
advance  upon,  or  operations  against,  Richmond.*  Hatch  failed 
to  execute  this  order,  which  would  have  enabled  him  to 
destroy  the  railroads  which  connect  at  Gordonsville,  and  was 
superseded  in  the  command  of  the  cavalry  by  the  model  com- 
mander of  that  arm,  glorious  John  Bffobd. 

On  the  13th  July,  Jackson,  with  his  own  division,  and  that 
of  EwELL,  had  been  ordered  to  Gordonsville,  where  he  was 
joined  on  the  27th  by  A.  P.  Hill.  This  accession  augmented 
the  forces  in  the  presence  of  the  Army  of  Virginia,  on  the  7th 
of  August,  to  35,000  men.  Pope  concentrated  his  infantry 
along  the  road  from  Sperryville  to  Culpepper ;  his  cavalry  being 
thrown  ten  miles  forward.  On  the  9th,  occurred  the  battle  of 
Cedar  or  Slaughter  Mountain,  or  Cedar  Run,  whose  results  so 
alarmed  the  Federal  authorities,  that  General  HALLEtk  tele 

*  The  English  author  of  the  BatUe-^rlds  cf  the,  Am<^— quite  a  ftUr  book  for  a  reb^  woifc- 
remarks,  page  4!M,  Id  this  connection :  "  Bakks,  with  a  strong  force  of  New  Bnglaad 
troops,  was  stationed  within  a  short  distance  of  Culpepper  Court-House,  while  stioog 
detachments  of  cavalry  and  artillery  had  penetrated  even  so  Aur  southward  as  Gordonsvia^i 
but  did  not  retain  poesesslon  of  that  all-important  point.  They  were  merely  feeling  tbdx 
way  to  lt»i  ultimate  occupation.  This  was  perfectly  well  known  to  u.i,  and  the  valopof 
Gordonsville  fhlly  appreciated :  for  the  only  two  routes  to  Richmond  and  the  South  nidtcd 
there,  and  if  once  strongly  garrisoned  by  the  enemy,  they  would  circumscribe  all  our  op«r»' 
tions,  and  cause  the  fall  of  Richmond  without  the  absolute  necessity  of  losing  a  man.**  If 
this  was  anywhere  near  true  In  the  summer  of  1862,  how  perfectly  correct  in  the  1!^  of 
1B61! 


T  OF  MAJOR-QEXERAL  PUU.tP  KE.4R 

grapbed  at  once  to  McClklla:*  to  Bcnd  foiward  General  Bdsn- 
BiDK  witli  his  corps — wliicli  lind  beon  l>roiight  from  North 
Carolina  to  Fortress  Monroe,  and  was  lying  there — to  reinforce 
PopB  through  Fredericksburg.  Five  days  previotia  to  this 
bloody  and  indecisive  conflict,  on  the  4th,*  McCleli.an  hiid 
been  ordered  to  withdraw  from  the  Peninsula,  whereupon  ho 
became  very  bold,  and  made  the  abortive  movement  under 
]!ooEBK  to  Malvern  Hill.  This  apparent  initiative  occasioned 
the  remark  by  Keabny,  who  t'upposed  tliat  this  was  the  firat 
of  a  renewed  advance  upon  Ili;:hmond,  "  that  Hooker  got  all 
the  good  chanoes,  and  none  fell  to  his  share."  As  long  aa 
AIoClellan  lay  at  Harmon's  Landing,  in  his  very  strong  and 
Jbrtifted  position,  Lee,  with  the  main  body  of  the  rebel  forces, 
remained  in  Richmond,  to  watch  him  and  protect  the  rebel 
ca}MtaL 

Indiscretion  or  treason  in  the  Northern  ranks  revealed  to 
JtfosKBY.f  pas.«tng  through  the  fleet  of  trausjiorta  at  Fortress 
Monroe,  as  a  prisoner,  that  the  troops  assembled  at  that  point 
were  not  to  join  McCleli.an,  but  were  destined,  in  fact  were 
on  their  way,  to  reinforce  Pope.  Feeling  satistied,  from  his 
knowledge  of  its  commander,  that  there  was  no  danger  to  bo 
apprehended  from  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  wasting  most 
Ijrecioas  time  at  Harrison's  Landing,  Lee,  as  soon  as  Moseby 
made  his  report,  began  to  move  northward.  This  was  on  tho 
]3th  of  Augnat,  Li  the  meanwhile  Pope,  who  foresaw  the 
coming  storm,  was  losing  reputation  daily,  through  his  strict 
•observance  of  tho  orders  of  that  general  who  had  already  given 
him  a  very  unfavorable  ch.iracter  before  tho  people,  by  father- 
ing upon  him  a  report  which  Pope  declares  that  he  never  made. 
Thia  report  was  the  one  in  regard  to  the  capture  of  10,000 
luiaoners  during  Haixeck's  own  operations  against  Corinth, 
Jnse  12lh,  18S2.  Such  a  report  Pope  declares  never  emanated 
^m  him,  and  with  some  reason,  since  he  says  he  was  confined 
to  faii  tent  by  sickness  at  the  time. 

Pope  did  well  in  Virginia,  considering  the  forces  at  his  dis- 
^KMition,  and  all  his  reverses  were  due  tu  his  honest  endeavors 
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to  obey  the  orders  daily  transmitted  from  Washington,  and  ibe 
positive  assurances  that  he  would  receive  cordial  support  aod 
adequate   reinforcements.     The   first  was  not  given,  and  the 
second  did  not  arrive  either  in  the  force  promised  or  at  the  time  * 
stated. 

On  the  14th  of  August,  the  Army  of  Virginia  was  reinforced 
with  8,000  men  of  Burnside's  Corps,  under  the  gallant  and 
reliable  Reno,  from  Falmouth,  four  days  after  Halleck  tele- 
graphed that  the  enemy  was  crossing  the  Rapidau  in  large  force. 
Pope,  thereupon,  was  making   preparations  to   push  forward, 
when,  on  August  16th,  his  cavalry  captured  J.  E.  B.  Stuaet's 
Adjutant-General,  on  whom  was  taken  an  autograph  letter  of 
General  Lee,  dated  Gordonsville,  August  15th,  which  revealed 
the  rebel  intention  and  Lee's  plan  to  overwhelm  the  Army  of 
Virginia  before  it  could  be  reinforced  by  any  portion  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac.     This  left  Pope  no  other  option  than  to 
fall  back  upon  a  stronger  position,  and  await  the  arrival  of  the 
expected  support.     Even  the  British  Colonel  Fletcher,  in  hia 
History  of  the  American  TFar,  virtually  admits  that  Popb  did 
well ;  that  he  accomplished  his  retreat  in  good  order  behind  the 
Rappahannock;  and,  during  the  20th,  21st  and  22d  of  Angugt, 
foiled  every  attempt  of  th(k  rebels  to  pass  that  stream,  although 
they  tested  every  ford.     The  "  English  Combatant,''  author  of 
the  Battl^-Fltkh  of  the  !South  (page  425),  speaking  of  the  retir- 
ing of  the  Union  forces  back  toward  the  Rapidan,  or  Rapid- 
Anna,  does  justice  to  the  movements  in  these  words:  "This 
was   generalship."     Captain    Noyes,    an    eye-witness,  whose 
peculiar  duties  gave  him  opportunities  of  seeing  everything, 
confirms  this  in  his  "  Bivouac  and  Battle-Held,^^ 

Three  precious  days  had  thus  been  gained,  since  every  day 
that  Lee's  advance  was  delaved  was  of  incalculable  value  to 
the  country.  Finding  that  he  could  not  force  the  passage  of 
the  river  Rappahannock — which  rose  seven  feet,*  in  consequence 


•  Men  often  Udk  of  paraUels  and  coincidences  In  war.  and  such  there  ore  infinite  nA 
curious.  At  the  battle  of  Fornova  the  Italians  attacked  the  French  and  were  repolsed,  m 
at  Cedar  Mountain.  At  the  same  time  the  Italian  Stradlottl  cut  around  and  plundered 
the  French  camp.  When,  the  next  morning,  Cuarlks  VIII  had  completed  his  prepara- 
tion to  attack  the  Italians,  he  found  that  a  torrent  which  interposed  had  been  so  swollen 
by  a  sudden  storm  (such  as  occurred  at  Oriskany  1777.  at  Solf^no  in  1859,  and  did  afto^ 
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a  heavy  rain  on  the  night  of  August  22  —  Lek  determined 
O  throw  Jackson  round  Pope's  right,  the  movument  being 
Creeutid  by  the  Bull  Ruu  mountains. 
During  that  terrible  night  of  the  22d — "  the  darkest  night 
1  ever  knew,"  according  to  Brevet-Col,  Paine  —  occurred 
bat  raid  of  1,500  cavalry  under  Stuart,  who  Stole  nrouad 
ope's  flank,  just  as  the  same  leader  Jiad  made  the  circuit  of 
[cCiiSiXAN  two  months  previous  in  the  Peuiusula,  and  captured 
'opb's  headquarter  wagons,  at  Catlett's  Station.  This  exploit 
tade  a  great  noise  at  the  time,  aud  nugmeuted  the  catiseless 
Sdicale  heaped  upon  the  Union  commander,  because  his  uniform 
oat  was  captured.  Even  had  his  whole  personal  baggage  frota 
ia  undershirt  to  his  overcoat,  even  had  his  whole  camp  become 
he  prey  of  the  enemy,  such  a  misfortuue  need  not  have  had 
ay  effect  on  the  campaign.  At  Janikau,  March  6,  1045,  in 
DQ  respect  the  decisive  battle  of  the  Thirty  Years'  War,  the 
Qperial  light  cavalry  got  possession  of  tlie  Swedish  vamp, 
'ithout  affecting  the  military  or  political  result*  in  the  slight-, 
>t  degree.  After  the  Swedes  had  won  the  victory,  their 
ivalry  cat  down  the  marauders  and  ro-captured  their  booty. 
it  Mollwitz,  loth  April,  1741,  the  Austi-iun  Horse  renounced 
harging,  aud  "  the  Hussar  pail  did  something  of  plunder  to 
■arward,"  at  a  moment  when  every  bayqnet  and  sabre  wau 
lecded  in  llic  opposite  qnarter.  At  Chotusitz,  May  17,  1742, 
nd  agmn  at  Soor,  September  30,  1745,  the  Austrian  light  troops 
nade  themselves  masters  of  the  Prussian  camp.  But  this  undue 
iiversion  of  so  many  cavalry  doubtless  gave  Frkdkkilk  the 
ictory,  which  he  deemed  cheaply  purchased  by  the  loss  bus- 
kined  through  the  plundering  of  tlie  Croats,  Pandours  aud 
Bch  like. 

At  Arbela,  B.  C.  (October  l),  331,  the  Persians  who  had 
iroken  or  permitted  to  traverse  the  Grecian  line,  could  hav« 


la  da  ■■  niplamUUi 
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overwhelmed  the  left  wing  under  Pabmenio,  already  bird 
pressed,  had  they  not  amused  themselves  with  the  pillage  of 
iVLKXANDER's  camp.  Wlien  the  rest  of  the  array  of  Disius  , 
had  been  dissipated,  Parmexio  cut  up  the  marauden,  and, 
despite  the  temporary  occupation  of  his  camp,  Alexanbu 
triumphed  and  became  master  of  Asia. 

At  Fornova,  or  the  battle  of  the  Taro,  6th  July,  1495,  die 
Stradriots  or  Albanian  light  cavalry  gave  the  victory  to  Uie 
French  by  turning  aside  to  pillage  their  camp. 

Unfortunately,  however,  among  Stuabt's  spoils  were  the  maps 
and  memoranda  of  the  Topographical  Staff,  and  worst  of  all 
Pope's  dispatch-book.  This  revealed  to  Lee  not  only  the  plans 
of  the  Union  general,  but  the  disposition  of  his  forces  andtbeir 
comparative  feebleness.  Well  may  the  historian,  Gusbkset, 
remark,  "When  that  unnamed  negro,  accidentally  encountered 
in  the  darkness,  guided  the  Sixth  Virginia  cavalry  to  Popi'b 
tent,  he  was  potentially  fighting  the  battles  of  Groveton  and 
Antietam." 

This  was  one  of  those  interventions  of  Providence  which  men 
style  accidents,*  such  as  decided  Aughrim  and  the  fate  of  Ire- 
land, 1691,  by  the  hand  of  an  outraged  husband,  a  pedlar; 
Denain  and  the  fate  of  France,  1712,  through  the  casual  stroll 
of  a  "  priest  and  civic  functionary ; "  MoUwitz,  1 741,  through  the 
meeting  in  the  snow  of  the  Prussian  Aid,  Saldkbx,  with  a  farm 
laborer  sent  in  search  of  a  clean  shirt  for  an  Austrian  trooper; 
Catholisch-IIennersdorf,  1745,  by  the  guidance  of  a  miller's 
boy;  Vittoria,  1813,  through  the  information  of  "a  brave 
peasant ; "  Waterloo,  through  the  piloting  of  a  shepherd^s  lad. 
But  a  still  more  apposite  parallel  is  that  pilotage  of  '*  an  humble 
and  unknown  individual,"  "  a  Piedmontese  peasant,"  whofomid 
the  French  army  of  Francis  I.  pounded  in  the  passes  of  the 
Alps,  and  by  his  guidance  rendered  the  defeat  of  the  Swiss  at 
Marignano  or  San  Donato,  September  13-14tb,  1575,  posable, 
and  the  conquest  of  Italy  an  accomplished  fact. 

On  that  night  of  darkness  and  storm,  Major-General  P&nJP 
Kbarxt's  Division,  which  had  landed    at  Alexandria  1:30  p. 

* "  In  war  sometimes  accidents  happen,  accidents  above  human  power  to  prevent, 
they  are  like  the  Interfering  of  Providence."    Sghauc's  "  Oaunpaipru  of  USl  %aA  VtSC 
251. 
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A,  Slat,  was  at  Burke's  Station,  having  left  H.irrison'e  Landing 
tin  ihe  15th  of  August,  and  ranrched  tlience,  via  Jones'  (Soan's) 
Bridge  {August  lolli),  "  which  we  {the  Sd  Coqis)  were  lo  bold 
till  Ok  troops  had  all  starteil  from  our  old  camp  al  HairiBoii's 
Bar."  On  the  lltlh,  via  Diascuud  Bridge,  Keaknv  fell  bati 
to  Barhamsville,  and  Williamsburg  (ITtli),  to  Yorktown 
(SOtb),  §ailiiig  thence  August  2lBt.*  .KeauxyV  division  and 
Ueadk's  PenusylvaTiia  ReBerves  were  the  first  troops  from  ibe 
Army  of  the  Potomac  to  i-einforce — that  is,  effeniivdyt  in  tbe 
fiice  of  the  enemy — the  Army  of  Virginia. 

The  disctosures  of  Pope's  diBpatch-book  developed  at  onoe  U> 
Lkx  the  practicability  of  turning  the  right  of  the  Army  rf 
Virgima,  getting  in  its  rear,  capturing  its  supplies  and  cutting 
it  off  from  Washington.  The  execution  of  this  hazardous 
8trok«  of  generalship  was  confided  to  the  audacious  and  ever- 
r««If  Jackson.  It  was  nevertheless  fr.iught  with  peril,  and 
had  FopK  been  reinforced,  as  be  expected  to  be  and  shooLd 
linve  been,  the  biter  would  have  been  bit,  like  the  Kaxoos  at 
Keaseldorf,  in  1745;  like  the  Russians  at  Austerlite,  in  1805; 
«i)d  like  the  French  at  Haynau  and  at  Culm,  in  1SI3;  and  YOta 
CsABLES  Aldeet  at  Xovara,  in  1649,  Had  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  as  a  uiiil,  supported  the  Army  of  Virginia,  as  did  the 
divieions  of  Rkso,  Kbakny,  Hooker  and  Meakr,  the  star  of  . 
Sro-VKivALL  Jacksok  would  have  sot  on  the  same  field  where  it 
rose  and  gave  hun  a  name.f 

On  the  22-23d  of  August,  while  Pope  was  revolving  in  bis 
mind  a  good  plan  to  overwhelm  Jacksos,  and  making  prepare 
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tions  to  carry  it  ont  effectively,  another  general  as  prompt,  boU, 
'iii'l  cxpeditioiLs  as  the  greatest  of  rebel  lieutenants,  the  dashing 
Kearxy,  was  already  at  Warrenton  Jonction,  and  had  placed 
bofficient  goards  all  along  the  railroad  in  his  rear. 

At  midnight,  on  the  25th,  Stonewall  J acksox  was  at  Salem, 
at  the  western  issne  of  Thoroughfare  Gap,  having  operated 
under  cover  of  the  Bull  Run  Mountains ;  just  as  Tbaux  moved 
to  and  fro,  like  a  shuttle,  under  the  blind  of  the  Range  of  the 
Spcpsart,  in  1 745,  when,  by  practical-strategy  and  without  the 
necessity  of  a  battle,  he  compelled  the  French  to  retire  precipi- 
tately beyond  the  Rhine;  just  as  Lee  was  about  to  throw bad[, 
by  a  scries  of  battles,  the  Union  armies  beyond  the  Potomac 

Those  who  observed  attentively  the  operations  of  the  "Seven 
Weeks'  War,"  in  1 866,  will  perceive  that  the  Bull  Run  Mom- 
tains  occupied  identically  the  same  relation  to  Pope's  line  of 
supply  and  retreat,  that  the  Giant  Mountains  and  the  ranges 
which  constitute  their  prolongation  toward  the  south-east,  bore 
to  the  line  of  supply  and  retreat  of  Bexedek — the  slopes  of 
Silesia  representing  the  Shenandoah  Valley.  The  possession  of 
the  passes  through  these  rugged  barriers  and  of  the  fortresses 
which  secured  them,  enabled  the  Prussians  to  flank  the  Austrian 
arniv,  aiifl,  Ihroucrliout,  menace  the  communications  on  which  it 
was  conipletely  dependent.  It  was  this  fact  forbade  Benedek's 
selcctinLi:  a  more  advanced  battle-field  than  that  of  Sadowa, 
where  lie  was  nipped  and  crushed  as  was  Pope  in  the  second 
battle  of  jManassas  Plains  or  Bull  Run. 

The  authorities  at  the  National  Capital,  always  extremely 
timid,  never  seemed  to  feel  that  they  were  safe,  not  even  for  a 
numiont,  Avithout  keeping  a  considerable  army  in  front  of  the 
defenses  of  Washington,  when  the  circle  of  forts  and  works 
.ircMind  that  city  ought,  if  they  had  been  properly  manned  and 
cymmanded — backed  by  a  sufficient  central  reserve,  ready  to 
mov(^  to  any  over-matched  or  mastered  point — in  itself  to 
have  been  sufficient  to  render  them  secure.  They  appeared 
to  be  desirous  of  realizing  the  truth  of  the  old  Swedish  proverb, 
that  "  thev  defended  not  their  men  with  walls,  but  their  walls 
with  their  men" — when  Swedes  fought,  as  Frederick  intim- 
ates, "  Swedes  did  fight,"  rendering  the  proud  assurance,  how- 
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in 'any  thing  but  the  grand  though  boasling  spirit  of  the 
jriginaL  Moreover,  even  when  they  had  selected  a  general, 
ihey  were  unwilling  to  concede  any  independent  action  to  the 
nnn  of  their  choice.  Pope  was,  in  reality,  nothing  more — aa  a 
Uajor-Genci'al  (who  ought  to  have  known)  cxpreaaed  it — than 
1 90rt  of  Adjutant-General,  to  promulgate  and  see  to  the  pxecu- 
tton,  views  and  orders  of  a  sort  of  Aulic  Council  or  Cabal,  pre- 
ided  over  by  the  Commander-in-Chief,  of  which  the  President 
'as,  ex  o£icio,  a  member,  and  yet,  through  his  right  of  patron- 
ige,  the  ruling  spirit.  These  pulled  Pope  here,  and  ordered  him 
here,  until  they  made  themselves  responsible  for  all  his  ahort- 
lomiitgs.  The  only  wonder  ia,  that,  under  the  circumstances, 
?OPH  accomplished  as  much  aa  he  did,  A  patriot  martyr, 
rhose  word  could  be  implicitly  relied  on,  reported  these  facts, 

well  as  the  admission  of  Mr,  T.iscoijj,  who  was  bonest 
mongh  to  confess  that  "  Popk  went  all  right  enough,  until  one 
lay  we  geecl  him,  when  we  ought  to  have  hiiietd  him,  and  then 

max  wrong  1"  This,  doubtless,  referred  to  Hallkck,  or  his 
OOnoil,  insisting  upon  Popk  "  geeing  "  in  his  retreat,  to  cover 
Predericksburg  as  n  place  of  disembarkation  for  reinforcements 
Iron)  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  when  Popk  wanted  to  mass  to 
he  rigbt,  and  stop  the  gaps  through  the  Bull  Run  ^lountalns ; 
kt  the  same  time  receiving  reinforcements  through  Alexandria. 
Popk  has  never  received  full  or  even  justice  at  the  bands  of 
,ny  writer  who  has  as  yet  prepared  u  history  of  the  great 
American  conflict,*  A  military  history  of  the  war  has  not  yet 
)eeQ  Trrilten.  In  that,  if  the  pen  is  not  dipped  in  prejudice, 
lie  commander  of  the  "Army  of  Virginia"  during  its  last 
jampaign  will  receive  more  credit  than  has  hitherto  been  ac- 
xtrded  to  bim.  TIjc  writer  is  no  particular  admirer  of  Pope, 
irat  he  is  a  believer  in  truth  and  justice  in  history,  and  a  wor- 
ihipper  of  good  old  fashioned  honesty  in  thought,  word  and 
ieed.    The  author  who  has  been  most  severe  on  Pope  seems 
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always  to  have  written  like  "  Planchette,"  Bubniisaive  to  a 
Buperior  directing  will,  and  the  brilliancy  of  his  paragrapitt 
has  often  misled  the  reader  into  accepting  his  prejudices  for 
unquestionable  narrative. 

PoPK  apparently  experienced  about  the  same  treatment  at 
the  hands  of  McCLELLAif,  or  whoever  regulated  that  generaFs 
movements,  as  many  of  the  French  generals,  during  the  Seven 
Years'  War,  received  from  their  government  in  Paris,  but  more 
especially  from  their  associates  or  colleagues  in  command,  and 
just  about  as  much  support  as  the  Austrians  afforded  to  the 
Russians  at  that  period,  or  the  Russians  accorded  in  tani  to 
them.  Had  they  pulled  together,  Frederick  must  inevitaWr 
have  succumbed.*  The  assistance  given  to  Pope  was  some- 
thing equivalent  to  that  of  Lord  George  Sackville  to  Fkedi- 
KAND,  of  Brunswick,  at  the  battle  of  Minden,  in  1759,  becanse 
the  Englishman  was  "  too  proud  to  submit  to  the  control  of  a 
German  prince,"  or,  perhaps,  more  akin  to  that  which  Langebok, 
the  Russian  subordinate,  lent  to  Blucher  until  events  com- 
pelled entire  submission.  If  any  reader  does  not  comprehend 
this,  let  him  examine  the  secret  history  of  these  events  and  he 
will  be  astonished  when  he  learns  to  what  lengths  jealousy  or 
worse  will  carry  military  leaders.  This  was  exemplified  by 
Berxadotte's  conduct  toward  Davoust  at  the  period  of  Auer- 
Btadt,  in  1800,  when  Thiers  states  that  he  refused  to  support 
Davoust  and  left  liini  alone  in  the  presence  of  the  Prussian 
army,  subsquently  exhibited  in  regard  to  Bulow^,  Tauexzeix, 
BoRSTELL  and  even  Blucher,  in  1813,  in  fact  toward  all  his 
colleagues  and  the  general  cause  throughout  the  German  and 
French  campaigns  of  1813,  1814.f     The  inner  history  of  the 

•  8rwA.ROFF.  at  the  hoftd  of  the  Austro-Russian  army,  cleared  Italy  (Genoa  and  RIt1e» 
excepted)  or  the  Kepublicann;  the  ARCHDrxE  C^harles  defeated  JotTRDAiN,  and  drore 
him  back  across  the  Rhine  and  obliged  Mashena  to  abandon  Zurich,  and  retire bel^od 
the  Aar;  while,  at  the  same  time,  an  Anglo-Russian  army  landed  Ln  Holland.  Bat 
jEALorsiKs  and  an  ignorance  of  the  simplest  principles  of  strategy  ruined  this  lidr  com- 
mencement.   Gen.  MiTCHKLL'8  •*  Biographie.*  of  Eminent  Soldirra"  page  177. 

The  "DrKK  of  Wellisotos  and  Blucher  got  on  admirably  together  daring  their 
Bhort  campaign  (1815) ;  but  the  imbecile  arrogance  so  constantly  displayed  by  the  Spaidsh 
commanders  rendered  it  impossible  for  English  officers  to  act  in  concert  with  them.  iMd., 
page  235. 

t  The  reader  will  pardon  a  Afw  further  remarks  In  regard  to  the  pernicious  Influcoee 
upon  public  aflkirs  of  Jealousies  —  nay.  even  rivalries  — between  generals;  the  more  daa- 
gerous  in  this  country,  a  republic,  than  in  a  monarchy,  because  here  every  cunnlnf^miii-' 
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Italian  war  of  1869,  and  of  thu  .Si-ven  Wects'  War  in  1886, 
nugllt  disclose  some  su(;b  deufbess  as  afTeuted  Daun  wimn 
lie  loft  I.ADDoas  to  take  care  of  himself  at  Liognit/, 
17  poll  ill  is  ocuasion  "  neitlicT  the  Marshal    (Davs)  nor  Lascy 
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«en  ■•  ClMflr  liilbic  u  tbe  sdd:  Ui«  blind  i-uuld 

tBtmonaT  at  LrIkd,  or  OniBClui- 

Mbml.tif  btil  nitiBi  iiio  pllla  whlcli  Bluchkr  ad 

mlaUiend.   Ni!Tgrtb-l«i,  Ibe  ftxir 

■xuis  rauDdnl  hU  cMma  on  bh 

l*Uilb«airocUonorBLi'ciiH»,aDd 

MMRIliVM  ■■>«  pun.  pf  OHEWESAWai  wun™i™ 

•na  U  U*  palilotlc  ctnirse  al  Tauroookh.  which  com 

nUtod  PniMla  l«  Ibo  War  of  Llbsra- 
!oiu  conducl  al  Onm  Beeren  and 

T4nnn«i»aDd  Yi 


n«ary:  and  HULow  wu  placvd  at  Ibe  beadoT 
jrousbLlntou:lfoD,  HevaanoLHlLl^y.aikdwaa 

WivrviB  under  Rlucbick.  and  aa  Blccbbb  kept  the  middle,  be  wna  pmhcd  flirward  Into 


iMdJOOUuts.  blsrblofofetaJTIwbom  the  ESmperor  acknovledBn]  to  be  a  Inie  patrMC. 
>ftt  OMtked  bliB  becxoae  bB  had  galani  wbu  NAmLBUH  had  noi  — a  hnllle  (npanu) 


■Tllalily  depen 


i%ir.  In  imi,  Implored  SUCHI 
MABtbaeblefiuminaiMl  to  him  ai 
tt«d«PBll''klnjiln  CalHlanla.  lit 
■DMbet:  and  taklnx  Uw  hint  of  H 


t  pu«bl  aa  OtmsKKAU, 
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(his  lieutenant)  heard  the  firing  of  tlie  artillery,  behind  Pfaffen- 
dorf,  at  the  distance  of  half  a  mile  (2  miles  English),  although 
there  were  two  hundred  cannon  playing  in  the  two  armies," 
and  heavy  cannon  at  that.     There  is  a  similar  story  told  of 
Gorget,  when  he  left  the  First  Corps,  under  Nagt  Shandok, 
exposed  on  the  2d  August,  1849,  to  the  attack  of  the  whole 
Russian  army,  under  Paskie witch.    The  evening  before  he  said 
to  his  staff,  "To-morrow,  Nagy  Shandor  will  get  a  dressing;" 
and  yet  he,  the  superior,  took  no  measures  to  protect  his  sub- 
ordhiate  from  the   licking  (%Hck5l,  German)  he  was  sure  to 
receive.     Our  own  military  records  are  not  free  from  such  an- 
tagonisms.     The   New   England   troops   would    not  support 
Schuyler  against  Burgoyne;  even  Starke  held  back,  and 
Lee  ruined  himself  by  such  conduct  at  Monmouth.    Unfortun- 
ately, history  swarms  with  such  exemplifications  of  tlie  country 
subordinated  to  self,  and  at  Solferino  there  was  considerable 
ill-feeling  evinced  at  the  non-co-operation  of  one  never  before  so 
reproached,  whose  corps,  says  Bossou,  was  nicknamed  by  its 
comrades,  **  La  Providence  des  families." 

Kearny  seemed  to  feel  none  of  that  unwillinixness  to  serre 
under  Pope  which  actuated  so  many  of  his  rank  in  the  army  of 
the  Potomac.     IIo  appeared  to  comprehend  the  whole  case. 

**  How  do  they  expect  Pope,"  he  wrote,  under  date  of  August 
4th,  1802,  "to  beat,  with  a  very  inferior  force,  the  veterans  of 
EwELL  and  Jackson?  Get  me  and  my  'fighting  division' 
with  Pope,"  and  in  the  same  letter,  "  with  Pope's  army  I  would 
breathe  aijjaiu." 

Little  did  he  dream,  when  he  wrote  thus,  that  within  three 
weeks  he  would   "breathe  freely  again,"  as  he  desired,  ami, 
alas  !  in  an(»thcr  week,  breathe  no  more  the  breath  of  this  life. 
With  what  eagerness  he  looked  forward  to  being  relieved  from 
what,  to  him,  was  the  crushing  weight  of  irresolute  mediocrity, 
superior  in  rank,  inferior  in  capacity,  vacillating  in  purpose  and 
weak  in  execution,  and  of  a  following  (Gefolge)  as  devoted  to 
the  interests  of  their  chief,  or,  rather,  through  him  to  their  own 
interests,  as  the  Homeric  Myrmidons  to  Achilles,  or  the  Lekh' 
tachy  or  foster-brethren-life-guard,  to  a  Highland  chief. 

Kearny''s  breathing  again  was  very  much  like  the  rally  or 
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flow  of  spirits  in  a  man  about  to  perish,  which  the  Scotch  called 
"fey."  His  prayer  was  granted,  and  j$birbiSiaI — the  best  word 
for  Fate,  since  it  signifies  something  sent  by  a  higher  power 
which  a  mortal  cannot  shun — relieved  him  and  placed  him 
where  there  was  no  Laodicean  controller  of  events  to  fetter  his 
ardent  soul  or  trouble  his  spirit  more. 


CHAPTER    XXIX. 

POPE  AND  THE  "  AliMY  OF  VIRGINIA." 

(]^o.  2.) 
THE  SECOND  BATTLE  AT  MANASSAa* 

GAINSVILLE,   GROVETOX,   BULL   BUN    SECOND. 

••  See,  her  generous  troops, 
Whose  pay  was  glory,  and  their  best  reward 
Free  for  their  country  and  for  me  to  die." 

Thomson's  "XCftrrfy." 

"  The  retreat  (after  Orovktos)  was  conducted  In  good  order  across  BuA  Ran.  GenHil 
Staui/h  brigade  woh  the  last  to  oroHH  stone  Bridge,  which  was  accomplished  at  midnlcliti 
without  moIeHtatlon  from  Lkk,  who  wa-j  too  much  exhausted  to  make  the  attempt  to  rent 
the  forty  thousand  men  who  had  ri>siMted  the  attack  of  all  his  troops  — the  same  mny 
which  had  compelled  General  Mc-Clkllan,  commanding  an  army  of  a  hundred  thoQSu4t 
to  move  fVom  the  Chlckahominy  to  the  James. 

"  The  buttle  of  CJrovkton  wiih.  thereforo,  one  of  the  most  bravely  fought  and  obstimte 
contests  of  the  war:  — fought  by  (Ji«nerul  Poi*k  under  adverse  circumstances,— pwi 
inferiority  of  numbers,  with  a  subordinate  commander  who  disobeyed  orders:  wlthotber 
ofllcers  wiio  manifested  no  hearty  co-operation.  It  will  be  for  the  Aiture  historian  to  do 
full  JuMiioe  to  tlie  bravo  men  who  made  so  noble  a  fight,  who,  had  they  been  supported  ai 
they  sliould  huvt*  bo«.Mi,  would  doubtless  have  won  a  glorious  victory."  —  Cablktost's 
*'  I\jUou'Ui{i  the  Ftafjr  iwges  180, 1^1. 

"Tills  latter  (Jackson)  meets  the  army  of  General  Popk  on  the  very  battle-fleW  of 
Bull-Run  ;  tliis  time  there  is  no  panir,  but  a  droadiXil  eflfbsion  of  blood  that  lasts  twodajri* 
—  **77i/-  VnUrd  f'>ttitrs  dmlnf/ tfif,  H'tir."  By  AuousTK  LAiroKL,  pages  2-5. 

'*  Kixo's  Division  of  our  corps  had  encountered,  near  Groveton,  Jackson's  forces,  tcftow 
Kkarnv  had  ill  the  aftfvnoon  driv^i  out  of  CcntrfftUe,  and  who  ivere  f^etrraitng  ftwtrrvb 
Tfunoxtgh/nrf  fi'np  to  form  a  Junction  with  the  main  army.  About  the  same  timcBicK- 
ett'r  Division  became  engaged  with  IjONostrket's  Corps,  near  Thoroughfare  G^.i^xvt 
eight  miles  further  west.  Both  actions  were  severe,  but  not  decisive  for  either  sMa'"- 
^Vo<^DWAU^'H  "  Our  Ovnpaipns,"  page  170. 

• 

**  Our  loss  during  the  day  was  estiniate<l  by  General  Popk  at  fW)m  six  to  eight  thoffisaDd 
killed  and  woundtHl  and  Generals  Hook  kr  and  Kkarny,  who  had  been  over  the  whol« 
field,  sepai-ately  estimated  the  loss  of  the  enemy  at  from  two  to  one  and  fVom  (Areetoontol 
their  own."  —  Woodward's  '*  Our  Oa7np<i(ffns,"  page  181. 


*  In  the  examination  of  this  campaign,  the  writer  has  received  the  greatei^t  assLituct 
fVom  army  maps  and  an  exquisite  series  of  plans  of  Popk's  battles,  fVirnLshed  to  btm  hf 
Major-Cfcneral  A.  A.  TltrMPiiRKYS.  CThief-of-Englneers,  U.  S.  A.,  whose  kindness  In  simi- 
lar resi)ects,  has  been  previously  noticed.  The  plan  of  the  tmttle-fleld  of  ChantlUy  vas 
drawn  for  the  writer  by  Brevet  Colonel  W.  H.  Paine,  Topographical  StaiC  Thewntw 
cannot  refrain  from  expressing  his  obligations  to  these  gentlemen:  alao  to  Uie  latter  fitt 
most  valuable  Infbrmatlon  which  enabled  him  to  form  hia  judgment. 
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BiBTQw  43n)  Bulk  Bus  io. 


u   (lor  fordiK  •« 


"OMnnd  ItmKu,  M  >t  wmiuuburs.  ban  Uia  brum  of  the  IwHIsan  ■nmndar  (ntb 

Ilm.  to  he  IttUKbl  IJis  rsbel  Geuval  Jaciuoh  and  utMrly  roBled  him.  On  FrldBT  (mb 
knctni)  <■•  wu  rsianirgMl  by  OeoarBl  Keabsy'h  DlvLalon.  h  at  Wllltunibaiv.  and  to 
Ji«»  (mi  dlrliilaDi.  IbHnlng  HnMtfiEiJUJf 'b  Curp*,  iirOM  lAe  cnnai/ioiSc  una.  Hooixh"* 
Hid  Km>a:n-'l  IllvUIIinB  Aon  ituiH  more  AlMliW  Man  anvoUcPl  Irt  UeJrinV  «'''■' A>»««C. 

MdthdrnaUitfe  terribly  d«cliiiiiMl."  —  i«!vrorl;AeraU.  B«pl.  U,  IK1.P- l.eol.*. 

On  the  night  of  the  22d  of  Angost  occarred  the  "  camisado," 
n  wrprise,  of  Catlett's  Sliuion,  by  Stcakt,  Contrary  to  the 
jpitiion  generally  recoived  as  correct,  Stuart's  Chietkif-Staff, 
Vox  BoRCKK,  in  his  "Memoirs  of  the  Confederate  War," 
ilemonstratea  that  all  our  troops  did  not  behave  badly;  and 
lliat  aome  of  the  Union  infantry,  despite  the  surprise,  storm 
md  fuarful  darkness,  stood  up  to  their  work  like  Inie  N'ortheru 

■a.     On  the  y3d,  Lkk  was  in  possession  of  Pope's  secrets;  on 

t  24th,  his  moveraents,  based  on  their  discovery,  were  ma- 
tured ;  and  on  the  26th,  Jace.30S  was  off*  on  tliat  daring  flank 
ih  which  did  result  so  diaaetrously  to  us,  but  should  have 
Boded  so  ruinoDsly  to  him. 

Tho  very  night  of  Srr art's  "onfall,"  Phil.  Kbabkt,  ever 
farcmoal  —  as  in  front  of  Alexandria,  July,  1B61 ;  as  into  Cen- 
traville,  Manassas,  9-1 1th  March,  1902  ;  as  up  to  WilUunisburg, 
lib  May,  and  at  Pair  Oaks,  Slst  May,  1802  —  was  at  Burke's 
Stntinn,  and  on  the  morning  of  August  2dth,  when  Jaoksox 
uoved,  at  Warrenlon.  Thus  the  flrst,  the  very  first  division 
jf  the  "  Army  of  the  Potomac,"  which  effectually  in  its  place 
In  the  line,  re-enforced  the  "  Army  of  Virginia  "  was  Kkabny's, 
Ixroaght  up  by  the  same  energy  which  carried  it  ahead  of,  and 
l>y,  all  others,  for  Hodeek's  salvation,  in  the  first  battle  of  the 
Peninsula. 

PorE  had  not  been  surprised,  in  the  true  sense  of  the  terra, 
ly  Lkb.  He  was  aware  of  the  flanking  movement  of  jAratsoM ; 
Hit*  8Ven  in  this  critioal  emergency,  he  was  crippled  by  the 


406  BIOGRAPHY  OF  HAJOB^ENERAL  PHILIP  KEABNT. 

intermeddling  of  the  Washington  War-Junta.  This  most  hxn 
been  the  time  to  which  Lixcolx  alluded,  when  he  said  tiiej 
f/ee\l  him  when  they  ought  to  have  haw*d  him.  They  tied  hii 
left  to  Fredericksburg,  when  he  ought  to  have  been  :dlowed  to 
cut  loose  and  move  to  the  right  Assurances  of  speedy  r^ei- 
forcements  were  so  precise  and  definite,  that  he  felt  wammted 
in  holding  his  position.  He  was  assured  that  30,000  would 
reach  him  by  the  25th,  but  on  the  evening  of  that  day  only 
7,000  or  8,000  had  come  up. 

On  the  26th,  Loxgstbeet,  who  had  kept  up  a  show  of  foree 
in  front  of  Pope,  yet  all  the  while  creeping  away  to  his  ligfati 
commenced  his  march  to  unite  with  Jacksox,  who,  having  left 
Salem  at  daybreak,  was  passing  through  Thoroughfare  6i|i 
Pope  then  abandoned  the  line  of  the  Rappahannock,  and  nnde^ 
took  to  throw  his  whole  force  in  the  direction  of  GaiDSville 
and  Manassas  Junction.  On  the  morning  of  the  27th  he  had 
64,000  infantry,  made  up  of  his  own  "  Army  of  Virginia  "  and  the 
re-enforcements  which  had  reached  him  from  Burnsidb^s  Corps 
and  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  He  had  also  nominally  4,000 
cavalry,  but  their  horses  were  so  broken  down  that  hardly  500 
were  fit  for  service.     ♦     ♦     ♦ 

Those  who  most  admire  Napoleon's  efforts  in  1814  seem  to 
belong  to  the  same  class  with  those  who  are  the  loudest  in  their 
condemnation  of  Pope,  and  yet,  although  they  might  not  be 
willing  to  admit  it,  there  is  a  closer  resemblance  between  the 
plans  of  Napoleon  and  those  which  Pope  now  sought  to  exe- 
cute than  would  appear  without  critical  examination. 

Pope  was  blamed  for  setting  out  with  the  idea  that  all-absorb- 
ing attention  to  bases  and  lines  of  supply  were  not  indispensable 
to  success.  More  than  one  general,  renowned  in  war,  attained 
his  object  for  the  very  reason  that  he  set  iron-clad  rules  at  defi- 
ance, and  substituted  the  lights  of  genius  for  the  laws  of  blind 
theory.  Marlborough  achieved  his  greatest  triumph,  Blen- 
heim, in  1 704,  by  cutting  loose  from  his  base  and  plunging  fo^ 
ward  with  audacity  into  the  very  midst  of  the  enemy.  Prince 
KviJKNK,  in  1700,  saved  Turin,  and  compelled  the  French  to 
evacuate  Italy  by  a  mana?uvre  —  as  a  rule,  universally  con- 
doinned  —  a  flank  march  in  the  presence  of  an  enemy,  after 
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cutting  entirely  loose  from  Iiis  base.  Another  wonderful 
instance  of  n  triumphant  Sank  march  and  taming  movemenUiii' 
attack,  is  that  of  Stonewall  Jacksos  the  evening  before  he 
fclL  It  will  be  oiteil  to  his  credit  aa  long  as  military  history  ia 
writteu,  aud  will  rank  with  any  on  record.*  Napolkon  him- 
suit'  vioUted,  again  and  again,  acknowledged  principles,  and 
achieved  the  most  brilliant  i-esnlts  when  be  did  eo.  Frederick 
THS  &BEAT,  in  like  manner,  ignored  what  routine  generaU  seek 
to  consecrate  as  principle  to  cloak  tbcir  own  limited  capacity 
or  Qttur  incapacity  to  improvise.  Ibrahim  Pasha,  by  a  flank 
march,  iu  1839,  on  a  very  smalt  scale  in  comparison,  biit  still 
■imilar  to  that  of  Prince  Eugene,  in  ITOG,  turned  the  Turkish 
position,  almost,  if  not  in  sight  of  his  antagonist,  possessed  of 
equal  if  not  superior  light  cavalry,  at  Nezib,  and  ended  the 
campaign  by  destroying  the  Sultan's  army.  It  is  true  that  it 
does  not  do  for  little  mon  to  play  the  big  game ;  but  Pope  was 
not  a  little  man.  If  mere  flaiihes  of  genius  constitute  greatness, 
be  was  as  much  better  a  general  than  McCleli.an,  as  the  latter 
«iu  better  than  the  commander  at  Big  Bethel.  The  day  will 
eome  when  his  campaign  of  August,  1802,  will  redound  as  much 
to  his  credit  as  McClellan's  whole  career  will  be  condemned 
fcr  want  of  every  element  of  true  or  brilliant  generalship. 
I  What  is  more,  if  Lke  had  been  the  great  general  which  blind 
admiration  insists  that  he  was,  he  could  have  gone  to  Phila- 
delphia, and  heaven  only  knows  how  mnch  farther  in  1 803,  if  he 
had  Imitated  Marlborough  in  1T04;  Prince  Eugene  in  1706; 
NapOLbon  in  17S(i-'T,  in  1805,  in  1806,  in  1814;  and  even 
IntAuiH  Pasha  in  1839.  This  is  susceptible  of  proof,  and 
•Bfajor-General  Philip  Kearny,  overestimating  Lee,  seems  to 
Jiave  feared  such  a  result,f    It  was  a  foitunato  thing  for  the 
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North  that  Stonewall  Jackson  was  efFcctaally  disposed  of  on 
that  bright  moonlight  niglit,  2d  May,  18C3,  and  did  not  survive, 
as  the  "  right  hand,"  to  execute  the  plans  with  which  his  active, 
acute  brain  inspired  Lee,  when  the  latter  invaded  Pennsylvania 
in  June,  1863. 

After  the  battle  of  Cedar  Mountain,  August  9th,  1862,  analo- 
gous, under  some  aspects,  to  that  of  Brienne,  February  1st  and 
2d,  1814,  Lee  made  a  forward  movement  on  Washington  very 
much  akin  to  that  of  Bluciier  toward  Paris.  On  the  9th  of 
February,  1814,  the  Anny  of  Silesia  was  dislocated  and  strong 
out  on  the  arc  of  a  circle,  from  the  Marne  to  Montmirail,  fifty 
miles  from  front  to  rear,  very  much  as  the  Anny  of  Northern 
Virginia  was  extended  on  the  25th  and  26th  of  August,  1862, 
over  about  the  same  distance  from  the  Rappahannock  to  Salem 
and  the  Thoroughfare  Gap.  Napoleon  at  Sezanne  occapied 
very  much  the  same  position  relative  to  Blucheb,  and  with  the 
same  intentions,  as  Pope  at  Rappahannock  Station,  and  thei 
Warrenton,  to  Lee.  By  a  series  of  actions,  attacks  in  flank, 
by  bringing  his  forces  almost  as  a  unit  against  fractions  <^  hie 
enemy,  in  eight  days  Napoleon  inflicted  such  a  succession  of 
defeats  upon  the  Russo-Prussians,  as  would  have  settled  any 
other  antagonist  but  Blucheu.*  Pope's  efforts  lasted  alrooet 
exactly  the  same  time  —  eight  days,  August  26th  to  September 
2d ;  but,  badly  supported,  if  not  abandoned,  with  intentions  and 
ideas  as  clear  as  those  of  the  French  Emperor,  he  failed  where 
Napoleon  succeeded.  Nevertheless,  Pope  so  crippled  Lii, 
that  had  Shekidan  or  Thomas  commanded  the  "  Army  of  the 
Potomac,"  the  career  of  the  "Army  of  Northern  Virginia" 
would  have  ended  at  Antietam,  just  as  "  fiery  Phil."  disposed 
of  Early  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  in  the  autumn  of  1864,  or 
bull-dog  Thomas  rubbed  out  Hood  between  the  Cumberland 
and  Tennessee,  in  December  of  the  same  year.  What  is  more. 
Pope's  problem  involved  natural  difficulties,  which  were  absent 
from  that  of  Napoleon.     The  Bull  Run  Mountains  presented 


•  "  That  old  devil  (Blttchkr)  always  aUacked  me  with  the  same  vigor.  If  hewaBWonied 
the  next  moment  he  demonstrated  that  he  was  ready  to  renew  the  fight.''  —NAPOUBOX'a 
"complimentary  tribute  to  the  bull-dog  tenacity  of  Bluchek,"  addressed  to  1U}<»^ 
General  Siu  Nikl  Campbkll  in  1814.  —  Littkll's  Living  Affe,  1302, 15th  May,  19B»»  p.  iC  A 
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tliOBu  uf  Ui.iiL'iiRR.  Oti  the  otlit^r  hapil,  NAPotiEox  e:;('i'i'isoil 
despotic  authority,  jukI  the  supcrscdure  of  Victor  ily  mo  ha  tin  led 
how-  liixic  atteiilioa  ho  paid  to  the  raok  oi-  feelings  uf  a  euljonJi- 
nfttc,  who  did  not  come  to  time  or  anewcr  Ms  exp«ctalionB. 
Mapoi^O!!  was  ably  supported,  whereas  Pope,  to  use  the  lan- 
gUBge  of  the  coadjutor  on  whom  everytliiug  depended,  was 
**Ieft  to  got  out  of  his  scrnpe  "  aa  best  he  could.  Viewed  in 
the  light  of  ti'uth  and  weighed  in  the  scale  of  justice.  Pope's 
eight  days  in  August,  1862,  will  not  compare  unfavorably,  when 
existing  circamatanccs,  human  difliculties  and  natural  obstacles 
are  taken  into  account,  to  Napolkon's  eight  daya,  0th  to  nih 
of  February,  1811. 

On  the  morning  of  the  2Gth,  Jaoksom  rushed  through  the 
Thoroughfare  Gap  with  the  same  fiery  energy  with  which  Mok- 
TKOSK,  in  1043,  swooped  down  upon  Argyle.  At  sundoini,  bo 
VAS  at  Bi'islow  Station,  on  tbc  Orange  and  Alexandria  railroad, 
wbicb  constituted  Pope's  principal  line  of  supply,  directly  in 
Pope's  rej»r.  Tkimble,  with  two  regiments  of  infantry,  about 
fiOO  men,  and  Stcaut,  with  bis  two  brigades  of  cavalry,  pressed 
OD,  hot  foot,  through  the  darkness,  to  Manassas  Junction,  where 
tb^y  captured  a  vast  amount  of  stores:  in  fact,  this  was  the 
only  giand  depot  short  of  Waahinglon.  With  the  exception 
of  liltle  above  what  was  about  sufficient  to  feed  Jacesok's  hun- 
gry followers  for  a  single  day,  everything  was  destroyed.  The 
robela  swept  on  along  the  line  of  tlie  railroad,  to  Burke's  Sta- 
tion, within  twelve  miles  of  Alexandria, 

Here  Brigadier-General  Txtlob,  who  succeeded  Kkabsv  in 
the  oommand  of  the  latter's  glorious  Finsx  Nsvr  Jersey  Bbi- 
OADK — Kbahnt'b  own,  which  grew  from  a  pygmy  into  a  giant 
under  his  tb^ioriug  care —  1,000  men,  was  hurled  upon  Ewbll. 
On  the  20th  August,  at  Bull  Kun  Bridge,  it  was  called  upon  to 
confront  "  the  entire  corps  of  Stonk wall. Jackson,"  comprising, 
accordii^  to  Gbkkley  (ii,  181  [I]),  "ten  brigades  and  twelve 
batteries."  j\h  may  be  imagined,  it  was  obliged  to  fall  back,  hav- 
ing tost,  in  killed,  wounded,  priaiinors  and  missing,  283,  over  a 
qoarter  of  the  number  which  were  engaged.  Its  commander, 
BortuUy  wounded,  lingered  to  die  on  the  very  same  day  that 
52 
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Kearny  fell,  Ist  September,  1 862.  Foster  records  that  Stoni- 
WALL  Jackson  "  said  that  he  had  rarely  seen  a  body  of  men  who 
stood  up  so  gallantly  in  the  face  of  overwhelming  odds  as  did 
the  Jereey  troops  on  this  occasion."  Kearny's  teaching  and 
example  had  not  been  lost  with  the  troops  he  had  made. 
Kearny's  spirit  was  with  them  and  in  them  to  the  last. 

To  any  one  of  common  sense,  this  must  show  clearly  the  utter 
want  of  foresight  which  compelled  Pope  to  cling  so  long  to 
Fredericksburg.  It  was  a  complete  illustnition  of  the  invariable 
tactics  of  the  Austrian  Aulic  Council,  always  desirous  of  hold- 
ing everything,  even  the  unimportant  to  the  neglect  of  llw 
essential,  and  thereby  losing  everything.  When  will  men  learn? 
When  will  common  sense  rule  ?  Will  humanity  ever  profit  by 
the  lessons  of  the  past  ?  Alas !  it  is  to  be  feared  never,  if 
civilians,  or  politicians,  or  pedants  arc  to  exercise  thechief  com- 
mand, and  men  like  Kearny  be  shoved,  like  a  plug,  into  tbd 
gap  to  lose  their  lives  in  stopping  the  torrent  let  in  by  inca- 
pacity and  worse. 

Pope  and  Lee  were  now  in  situations  equally  dangerous,  in 
some  respects.  It  is  true  that  Pope's  communications  were  cut 
and  the  enemy  was  in  his  rear ;  still  Pope's  re-enforcements 
were  coming  up  in  that  veiy  quarter,  and  with  ordinary  energy 
could  sweep  away  the  audacious  foe — with  a  little  alacrity, 
annihilate  him.  The  rebel  generals,  on  the  other  hand,  had  so 
dislocated  their  forces  that  two  days'  march  intervened  between 
their  right  and  left.  Frederick,  under  such  circumstances, 
would  have  exclaimed,  like  Cromwell  at  Dunbar,  that  the 
Lord  had  delivered  the  enemy  into  his  hand  ;  Xapoleon  would 
have  declared,  as  on  the  18th  15rumaire,  that  the  god  of  war 
and  the  god  of  victory  was  on  his  side ;  Blucoer  would  have 
sworn  a  thousand  honest  oaths,  tossed  his  pipe  into  the  air  like 
DoLF  at  Ilaynau,  or  Seydlitz  at  Rosbach,  and  cut  in. 

Pope  had  ability  enough  to  api)reciate  his  opportunity,  bnl 
he  was  clogged  with  the  half-heartedness  of  those  with  whom 
he  had  to  operate.  Fortunately  he  had  a  few  stalwart  and  tnift 
subordinates.  On  the  27th  of  August  he  hurled  Hooker  upon 
EwELL,  who  was  driven  back  w-ith  a  loss  of  a  part  of  his  bag- 
gage.    On  the  28th,  he  launched  "  the  prompt  "  Kearny  against 
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yACKsoN.  Kexexy,  like  the  Douglass,  "ever  faitliftil  and 
true,"  drove  Jacksos's  rear  guard  out  of  Centenille,  late  in  tlie 
afternoon  of  the  28th,  and  the  main  body  of  the  Confederates 
fled  by  the  way  of  the  Sudley  Springs  Road  and  Warrenioa 
Tnmptke,  destroying  the  bridges  over  the  little  strearaa  behind 
them.  PosTEK,  who  was  to  have  supported  Keahxt,  "  failed 
utterly  to  obey  the  orders  which  were  sent  to  him,  giving  as  an 
excuse  that  hia  men  were  tired,  although  his  corps  was  by  far 
the  freshest  ia  the  whole  array."*     Thus  the  blow  by  which 


BMDOcr,  onncclTliiE  tliU  lie  mlglit  ba  placal  [n  gteat  pnrlJ  If  th«  FrencB  piutied  miilill)- 
aIailBI)1#Plnwrou],Uutliem[ghCeTenbecnlDff  uid  enoompiuaed  by  [lin  prlacfpid  psTl 

■poBlilBmU'  lodUaMy  Uisordin'  of  tUe  FleM-Muslutl.  sdil.  lo  uvc  hia  own  onrpi,  on- 
duvtfnd  UiAt  of  thawbo]ii  a,riny.—'*3Tu^  F^triitFKipoLeOH-"  "  The  £Mn(f  of  the  Xalions,' 
b»  lUi.*3ea.  3.  MITCHU.L.  vol.  IL  nsgia  m  unit  a.  , 

"  AH  nlctit  Auairtui  uid  KtiHlun  Lraupa  continued  to  pour  Lata  the  plain ;  and  ordtra 
wtnuwit  t^itltDOAl  KuuT,  dlr^^clln^  bim  ta  hABton  the  miLreh  tif  bla  Pnaaluii,  anil 


Jbftiml,"— "  JBt  fhll  eif  HapoUBn."  "  Ttie  Klilne  tfHi*  SiiUoni."  by  M«J.-(I 

•nAU-ptti*. 


VtOaatrr  of  the  liogpa  m  on  I 
kaderlved  *U  bii  military  Km 
wtcb  Uia  greaiesl  abllliy. 


e  ■  Mudfrn  Sfilen 


<rntB  maiKstiTerHl 


a  iDlWUbUliy  or  KiFOL 
eipedlUoQ  icaliut  Berl 
1  oorpi,  oolr  rwrbed  it 


,  and  hts  flfffnx  iMfar  fron  tatttfrtrlon/  ;  bu' 

IB  ullioA  niray  who  ought  Lo  hnvfl  been  pr«eDt  la  the 
ixeliber  l?APOLEOx  Dor  Kuy  si>ncrAl  pmJeirtlEisaplhanI 


^1^  JfttftaUon  vtin  l^ 


fevBlltMC  biB  mlflcohd 
tflhi  SaUoiu,"  by  U 


••  Tin  roll  tf  XOpolam."    "TMAHncr 
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Pope  jufltly  calculated  to  bag  Jackson,  or  destroy  him,  failed 
through  the  non-cooperatiou  of  McClellan's  favorite  corps 
commander.* 

On  the  same  afternoon  that  Kearny  drote  Jackson  ont  of 
Ceatreville,  Longstreet  fought  his  way  through  Thorougfare 
Gap,  to  the  relief  of  his  hard-})ressed  rebel  associates. 

The  wedge  which  Pope  had  fashioned  and  pointed  with  the 
steel  of  a  Kearny  and  a  Hooker,  to  sjjlit  asunder  Lee's  armj, 
had  failed  because  the  beetle  of  the  reserve  would  not  give 
force  to  the  blow.  Pope,  however,  "  instead  of  being  ground 
to  powder,  had  mancDuvred  so  admirably,"  that,  had  he  been 
supported  by  all  his  subordinates  as  he  had  been  by  Kbarnt 
and  Hooker,  Jackson,  instead  of  himself,  would  have  crom- 
bled  beucath  the  uj^per  and  nether  millstotie.  Nevertheless,  the 
grand  opportunity  had  not  been  improved.  TTie  probiMbilUy 
had  sunk  into  a  2>08ifibiii(i/. 

'^'The  morning  of  the  29th  of  August  dawned  calm,  cle» 
and  beautiful"!  It  was  the  dawn  of  the  first  day*s  battle  of 
Bull  Run  Second,  generally  known  as  the  Battle  of  Groveton. 
**  Elearny  and  Hooker  were  astir  at  daylight,"  to  quote  the 
language  of  an  eye-witness.  "  They  crossed  the  stream  at  the 
Stone  Bridge,  swung  out  into  the  fields,  and  moved  north  toward 
Sudley  Springs,  forcing  Jackson  back  on  Longstreet,  who 
was  resting  after  his  hard  march ;  his  men  eating  a  hearty  meal 
from  the  stores  captured  at  Manassas.  He  was  in  no  coDdition 
to  fificht  at  that  earlv  hour. 

''  Time  slipped  away  —  precious  hours  !  McDowell  had  not 
come.  Porter  had  not  been  heard  from.  '  Longstreet  is  geV 
ting  ready,'  was  the  report  of  the  scouts. 

*^  Noon  passed ;  one  o'clock  came  around.  *  Lonostrebt  is 
joming  Jackson,'  was  the  word  from  the  pickets. 

*'  The  attack  must  be  made  at  once,  if  ever.  It  began  at  two 
o'clock  by  Hooker  and  Kearny  on  tlie  right,  pushing  through 

•  *'  The  rebels  came  on  anrt  swept  everything  befbre  them,  ooropletely  taratng  the  Ifft 
winjiT  of  tbe  army.  There  was  no  supiwrt  whatever  behind  us,  and  somebody  vm  f^- 
dently  to  blame  ;  It  looked  to  me  as  If  It  was  left  so  on  purpose  to  defeat  Pope— ibe  old 
oorps  commanders  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  belnur  Jealous  of  him,  and  not  wUliiV  ^ 
co-operate  with  him."  —  Pago  152,  SoldUra"  Lettxrt,  edited  by  Lydia  Mintuhw  Post. 

t  These  are  the  words  of  Cakletox  (an  eye-witness  of  much  that  he  recoidaX  bi  Mi 
**  FoOowbng  the  FUtg,"  chap,  x,  page  169,  eta 
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s  tlie  fioljs  between  Dogan's 


T-         413 
house  &ii>l 


lilic  K-ootIs  and 
Sndlcy  Church. 

"The  veterans  of  the  Penitiaiiln  move  upon  an  enemy  whom 
they  have  met  bi'lore.  Jacksos  hiis  made  the  lino  of  a  hnll'. 
ifltll«hed  rnllronil  his  defense,  niid  liia  men  are  hcliiiid  ihe 
vmhanknient  and  in  the  excuvnlions.  It  is  a  long,  desperate 
coufiicl.  Thei'e  are  cliargea  iipoji  ilie  enemy's  lines  and  rypulses. 
Three  —  fuur — Gve  uVlnok,  and  Poktkr  has  not  come.  Mt- 
DOWBLL,  who  should  hare  mnrehed  north-west  to  Groveton,  lo 

!Bt  LoNGSTREET,  lirts,  through  some  mistake,  marulied  east  of 
tiwt  place,  and  joined  the  line  where  Kearmy  a/ul  IIqokeb  an 

At  this  hour,  sunset  on  Angiist  SDth,  Kearnt,  tlooKKBand 
Rbxo  arc  pnshing  went,  north  of  the  turnpilce,  close  upon  the 
twels  of  Jacksos.  Ki.vo'b  Division,  of  McDowell's  Corp*,  is 
Moving  west  along -the  turnpike,  past  Dogan's  house,  to  attack 
nrbst  has  be«n  Jackson's  right  centre,  but  which  is  now  ihc 
Irft  centre  of  the  nnited  forces  of  Jackson  and  Longstkeki. 
Bioin.'8  brigades  have  been  shattered,  and  are  merely  holding 
their  ground  south  of  the  turnpike.  Oh !  if  Porteb,  with  his 
12,000  fresh  troops,  was  only  there  to  fall  on  Jackson's  right 
Bank !  But  he  is  not  in  sight.  Nothing  lias  been  heard  from 
.  He  has  had  all  day  lo  march  five  miles  over  un  nnoli- 
Stntcted  road.  lie  has  had  his  imperative  oiders  —  has  heard 
the  roar  of  battle.  He  is  an  officer  in  the  regular  service,  and 
!Duwa  that  it  is  the  first  requisite  of  an  officer  or  a  soldier  to 
il»y  orders. 

**  LosGSTBEET  U  too  latc  Upon  the  ground  to  make  an  attack 
ntfl  Ida  whole  force.  The  sun  goes  down  and  darkness  comes 
m.  The  contest  for  the  day  is  over.  Jackson  has  been  driTcu 
HI  hia  right,  nnd  IIeintzei.«a?j'8  Corps  holds  the  ground.  Both 
irniies  steep  on  their  arms.  The  auspicious  moment  for  crush- 
ing Jackson  has  passed." 

Iiet  OB  see  how  McClgllan  views*  things  on  this  momentous 
lay  (at  2:45  i-.  m.,  August  2Bth,  1862),  while  the  battle  of  Bull 
Knn  Second  was  raging,  and  when  the  fate  of  the  Xatiouat 
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Capital  was  trembling  in  the  balance.  He  takes  a  mathematical 
view  of  the  situation,  tabulates  it,  and  telegraphs  to  the  Presi- 
dent : 

u  ^  m  *  J  am  clear  that  one  of  two  courses  should  be 
adopted :  first,  to  concentrate  all  our  available  forces  to  open 
communication  with  Pope;  second,  to  leave  Pope  to  get  out  of 
his  scrape,  and  at  once  use  all  our  meajis  to  make  the  Capital 
perfectly  safe.     No  middle  ground  will  now  answer." 

This  was  philosophic,  if  not  patriotic. 

It  is  related  that  "  when  President  Lincoln  read  the  despatch 
cited  above,  he  was  so  horror-stricken,  he  fell  back  in  his  chair.'' 
Tliis  despatch  alone,  perliaps,  might  have  been  explained,  but 
it  must  be  taken  in  connection  with  McClellan's  action  in 
regard  to  ammunition  and  provisions.*  To  the  demand  for  the 
one,  the  reply  is,  "  I  know  nothing  of  the  calibres  of  Pope's 
artillery;"  for  the  other,  he  required  Pope  to  furnish  a  cavalry 
escort,  when  Pope's  cavalry  were  so  completely  used  up  "  that 
there  were  not  fixe  horses  to  the  company  that  could  be 
forced  to  the  trot."  And  then,  when  the  officer  in  com- 
mand of  re-enforcements,  which  could  have  saved  every- 
thing, and  have  retrieved  all  that  had  been  lost,  when  he 
delayed  so  that  ho  was  not  present  when  most  needed,  McClel- 
LAN  telegraphs,  **  I  am  responsible,"  etc.f 


•  *•  lie  (PiiPK)  had  sent  to  Alexandria  for  provisions.    General  McCi.£llax  was  there. 
Tlie  Army  of  the  Polomi\c,  when  It  arrived  there,  was  in  the  department  commanded  tff 
General  Pope,  and  wa<«,  therefore,  subject  to  his  orders,  which  left  McClkllas  withontft 
command.    Fuanklin  and  ^^umnkr,  with  thirty  thousand  men,  were  moving  cat  and 
could  guard  the  trains.    At  dayllcfht,  while  Gen».ral  Pope  was  forming  his  lines.  endeav<H^ 
In?  to  hold  at  bay  the  army  l)erore  which  MiK.'lklLuVX  had  retired  to  the  Chickahomioy. 
Eavag*'  sstatlon,  Glen<lulo  and  Malvern.  General  M(,"C'lell\n  informed  General  Pope  thai 
the  supplies  would  be  load*Kl  into  cars  and  wacrons  us  soon  as  P<  >pe  would  send  in  a  cavalTy 
escort  to  guard  the  trains ! 

''  *  Such  a  letter,'  says  General  Pope,  *  when  we  were  figlitlug  the  enemy,  and  Alexin- 
drla  swarming  with  troops,  needs  no  comment.  Bad  as  was  the  .situation  of  the  cavalry, 
I  was  in  no  situation  to  Rparc  trooiu  from  the  front,  nor  could  they  have  gone  to  Alexju> 
drill  and  returned  within  a  time  by  which  we  must  have  had  provisions  or  have  fi&ll<>n 
back  In  the  direction  of  Washington.  Nor  did  I  see  what  service  ca\*alry  could  give  in 
guarding  railroad  trains.  It  wiis  not  till  I  received  this  letter  that  I  began  to  feel  dL<scoar- 
aged  and  nearly  hopeless  of  any  successful  Issue  to  the  oper.'xtions  with  which  I  was 
charged." "  —  Carletok's  "  Ibtloiclna  fhf  riofj"  pp.  175-'6. 

t  Without  comment  or  endorsement  or  opinion,  the  following  Is  Inserted  for  what  it  may 
be  worth. 

General  Von  Veoesack,  the  Swedish  officer  who  served  for  several  years  in  the  "Army 
of  the  Potomac."  says  in  his  recent  work  on  the  American  war,  that  one  of  the  most 


On  the  28th  and  21)tli,  Keaknt's  Division  formed  the  extreme 
right,  and  right  well  it  did  its  duly.  Did  Kkabst  ever  do  il 
otherwise  ?  On  the  28th,  Popk  had  the  opjjortnnity  to  put  in 
practice  the  golden  rale  of  tactics,  to  bring  his  force  as  a  unit 
to  bear  upon  a  Irjwtion  of  the  enemy's  force.  On  tlie  morniiig 
of  the  29th,  there  was  still  a  chance.  On  that  night,  the  chanoo 
WKa  with  Lee. 

The  morning  of  the  30th  dawned  as  calm,  clear  and  beautiful 
Bs  on  the  preceding  day  of  glanghter.  It  was  aa  beautiful  a 
Sabbath  raoriiiDg  ab  that  on  which  the  first  great  conflict  of 
the  war  was  fonght,  on  the  same  ground,  but  under  what  differ- 
BDt  auspices  1  as  lovely  as  that  Sabbath  morning  when  the  same 
troopR,  under  trusty  Reko  and  honest  IIooeeb,  forced  the 
priuoipal  pusB  of  the  South  Mountain,  defended  by  the  same 
bitter  but  earnest  D.  H.  Hill  and  the  same  able  Longstbbet, 
who  encountered  them  on  the  plains  of  Mauassas. 

The  night  was  to  witness  a  reverse  as  terrible  in  the  imagina- 
tionaof  the  NorLbem  people  as  that  of  July  21st,  18D1,  but 
not  nttributable  to  the  like  cause,  as  might  be  shown  could  the 
grave  or  the  ashes  of  burnt  war  archives  reveal  their  secretn. 

The  Array  of  Virginia,  notwithstanding  its  re-enforcements, 
had  dwindled  again,  through  privation,  sickness,  fatigue  and 
casualties  in  battle,  to  forty  thousand  men.  Lee  had  sixty  to 
eighty  thousand ;  perhaps,  could  the  real  tsicts  be  come  at,  even 
more.  If  uver  the  rebels  displayed  audncious  —  which  in  most 
cases  is  true  —  generalship,  il  was  in  the  campaign  from  the 
Rapidan  to  Antietam.  They  seemed  to  adapt  their  lines  to 
the  ground  in  the  moat  msatcrly  manner.  Kkakny  was  the 
tatly  one  who  equalled  them  in  this  respect  His  success  on 
the  29th  was  due  to  his  topographical  explorations  during  the 
previous  spring.  On  the  29th,  the  rebel  line  of  battle  was  n 
pvrfvct  exemplification  of  engineering,  as  applied  to  tactics.  It 
was  something  between  a  (  and  an  I..  The  left,  or  perpendicu- 
lar, under  Jacsson,  rested  on  Sudley  Springs,  and  it  extended 
thence  to  Warrenton  pike,  about  a  mile  and  a-half  west  of 


*  Ww."— ■'iewiert'  Trtrnil,"  IHh  Febnmp; 
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Groveton.  Then  there  was  an  interval  comparatively  unoccu- 
pied; but  in  this  interval  there  was  a  high  knoll  or  ridge  • 
land,  which  commanded  two-thirds  of  Lee's  front.  Behind 
the  crest  of  this  ridge  stood  forty-eight  pieces  of  artillery,  with 
nothing  but  their  muzzles  visible.*  The  rebel  right,  constitn- 
ting  the  horizontal  of  the  L,  bent  round  to  the  south-east  acrow 
the  Manassas  Gap  railroad.  Any  one  who  has  made  such  mat- 
ters la  study,  must  regard  these  dispositions^  of  men  and  guns 
very  much  as  an  artist  views  a  gem  in  painting  or  sculpture. 
These  forty-eight  pieces  of  artillery  could  be  trained  to  sweep 
the  whole  ground  in  front  of  both  of  the  rebel  wings.  Their 
concentrated  mass  resembled  a  gigantic  pistol  —  to  use  one  of 
the  expressions  attiibuted  to  Napoleon,  which  he  kept  in 
reserve  to  aim  at  the  vulnerable  point  or  heart  of  his  adversary* 
Kearnt  refers  to  these  guns  in  his  report,  where  he  states  that 
he  "suffered  in  the  morning  from  an  enfilading  fire  of  the 
enemy's  batteries." 

Pope's  forty  thoHsand  men  were  crowded  within  the  horns 
of  this  crescent.     Hooker  was  on  his  extreme  right,  Keaext 
next,  then  Reno.     It  is  said  that  Lee  and   Pope  had  both 
resolved  to  attack  with  their  right.     Lee  certainly  did,  and  it 
was  his  move  to  cut  Pope  off  from  his  supplies  of  all  kinds. 
Hooker,  Kearny  and  Reno  held  their  ground,  and  actually 
drove  the  superior  masses  of  the  enemy ;  but  the  rebels  had  the 
best  upon  the   other  wing,  which    was  outflanked   and  over- 
powered.    The  battle  lasted  until  it  was  put  an  end  to  by  the 
darkness.     Then  Kearny,  and  those  who  had  borne  the  brunt 
of  the  fighting  on  so  many  fields,  covered  the  retreat. 

"  I  served  with  the  ,«ame  army  corps  as  Kearny,"  are  the 
words  of  a  friend  directed  to  the  writer,  "  during  the  Peninsular 
campaign,  under  Heintzelman,  and  need  not  recapitulate  to 
you  its  story.  The  last  time  I  saw  him  was  on  the  second  day 
of  the  battle  of  Manassas,  August  30th,  1862,  in  the  forenoon. 
He  was  then  much  excited  and  mortified  at  the  result  of  the 
failure  to  support  the  attack  he  had  been  directed  to  make  from 


^  **  A  similar  concentration  of  flfty-elght  gans  tore  to  pieces  the  rebels  under  Brscxbt- 
BTBOB,  at  Stone  River."  —  The  BUtry  of  a  Regiment^  Sixth  Ohio  Vols.,  O.  Hannafoko, 
page  400. 
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our  right,  ou  the  clay  previous,  on  the  enemy's  left,  and  criticized 
Pope  severely,  as  was,  in  fact,  just,  for  such  blundering  I  never 
witnessed.  I  said  to  him :  *  Phil.,  this  is  the  day  which  is  to 
decide  this  battle,  is  it  not  ? '  '  No,'  said  he.  '  Don't  say  so 
to  any  one  else,  but  the  chance  of  success  was  thrown  aicay  on 
yesterday.  Had  Pope  supported  my  flank  attack  by  a  vigorous 
charge  on  the  enemy's  front,  we  must  have  overwhelmed  Jack- 
son's inferior  force.  It  is  too  bad,  for  I  lost  many  fine  fellows 
in  gaining  the  ground  we  can  now  never  recover.'  "  (This  was 
not  Pope's  fault,  however,  though  it  seemed  to  be  so  at  the 
time.  The  blame  lay  with  those  who  did  not  execute  Pope's 
orders  or  work  in  together  to  carry  out  his  plans.  One  received 
his  deserts  according  to  the  decision  of  his  peers ;  how  many 
did  not  receive  theirs.  Heaven  alone  knows.)  *' '  But,'  said  T, 
*  we  are  still  superior  in  point  of  numbers,  and  may  decide  the 
fight  in  our  favor  to-day.'  He  hesitated,  evidently  unwilling  to 
speak  out,  and  then  said :  '  We  must  all  do  our  best ;  but  I 
sincerely  hope  Lee  and  Longstreet  will  not  be  here  to-day.' 
This  was  about  noon,  and  our  short  interview  was  suddenly  cut 
off  bv  the  sound  of  cannon  on  our  left  announcin}?  the  arrival 
of  the  worthies  he  spoke  of  on  the  field.  He  rode  to  a  battery 
in  our  front,  and  I  lost  sight  of  him.  The  battle  had  begun,  and 
we  were  soon  all  busy  again  as  we  had  been  the  day  before.  I 
was  wounded  that  afternoon  and  sent  to  the  rear,  and  the  next 
day,  September  3d,  learned  the  fate  of  our  poor  Phil.  Kearny. 
Ho  died  at  an  inopportune  moment,  for  he  would  have  had 
command  of  the  Arniy  of  the  Potomac,  and,  had  he  been 
untrammeled  in  tliat  position,  the  war  would  have  ended  two 
years  sooner  than  it  did,  for  he  was  the  best  general  and  the 
most  thorough  soldier  in  the  country.  This  ending,  however, 
was  not  in  the  programme." 

"  The  forces  of  Pope  were  now  in  sad  condition.  Defeated, 
disheartened,  lacking  food,  and  wearied  with  continual  watch- 
ing, fighting  and  marching,  thousands  had  straggled  from  their 
commands,  and  those  that  remained  fought  with  little  hope. 
The  truth  was,  they  lacked  confidence  in  their  commander. 
Their  instinct  was  not  very  incorrect.  They  followed  McClel- 
LAN  more  readily  than  Pope,  but  even  he  had  not  fully  their 
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heart?.  •  ♦  •  Sach  of  the  troops  as  were  led  by  Eeiskt, 
Hooker  and  Rsso  were  ever  readv — dispirited  at  last,  indeed, 
but  always  ready  when  their  generals  led. 

"  With  this  half-despairing  army.  Pope,  nevertheless,  dete^ 
mined  again  to  fight  the  victorious  rebels.    Better,  perhaps,  to 
lu;ve  retired  upon  McClellax,  since  he  and  his  corps  com- 
manders seemed  resolved  not  to  advance  to  him.     The  disposi- 
tion of  the  troops  was  as  follows :  Hecstzelmax,  whose  corps 
contained  Hookeb  and  Keasxy,  held  the  right  of  our  lines, 
McDowell  the  left,  while  FrrzrJons  Porter,  Sigel  and  Riko 
held  the  centre.     By  one  of  those  accidents  which  sometima 
occur  in  war,  Lee  and  Pope  had  each  determined  to  attack  his 
adversary's  left.    So,  when  Pope  pushed  forward  for  that  pur- 
pose, he  found  no  troops,  and  hence  it  was  concluded  that  Lu 
was  retreating  up  the  Warrenton  turnpike  toward  Gabesville 
So,  McDowell  was  ordered,  with  three  corps,  Porter's  in 
advance,  to  follow  up  the  enemy,  and  press  him  vigorously  U>e 
whole  day.     But  this  provoked  a  heavy  fire  from  the  Confede^ 
ate  artillery,  and,  while  the  advance  was  checked,  clouds  of 
dust  on  the  left  sliowed  that  the  enemy  was  moving  to  tumour 
extreme  left.      Immediately  McDowell  detached  Reynolds 
from  Porter's  left,  and  directed  him  on  a  position  south  of  the 
Warrenton  turnpike,  so  as  to  cheek  this  menace.     This  j)OsiMoa 
was  a  liill,  called  Bald  Hill,  situate  west  of  another  hill,  on 
which  the  Henry  house  stands,  between  them  being  a  brook  or 
creek.     While  it  was  judicious  in  McDowell  to  occupy  this 
point,  the  detachment  of  Reynolds  for  that  purpose  exposed 
the   key-point  of  Porter's   line.     The  enemy   saw  this,  and 
poured  in  a  destructive  fire  of  artillery,  and  Porter's  troops, 
about  five  o'clock  p.  m.,  gave  way  and  retired  from  the  field. 
The  Confederate  line  then  advanced  to  cut  off  the  retreat  of  the 
Union   forces;    Bald    Hill   was   carried;    it   became  doubtful 
whether  even  the  "  Henry  House  Hill "  could  be  maintained  so 
as  to  cover  our  retreat  over  Bull  Run,  for  Longstreet  had 
thrown  around  his  right  so  as  to  menace  that  position.     What 
I  have  said  will  enable  us  better  to  understand  the  further 
report  of  Kearny. 

"  '  We  took  no  part,'  he  says,  *  in  the  fight  of  the  momiDg, 
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a)lbougli  wc  lost  men  by  the  enfilading  fire  of  the  enemy's  bat- 
teries. A  sudden  aud  un at' countable  evacuation  of  tho  field  by 
tlie  lett  and  centre  oocurring  about  fire  o'clock  f.  m.,  on  Oi'dcr 
from  General  Popb,  I  massed  my  troopa  at  the  indicated  point, 
but  soon  re-occupied,  witb  Birsey's  Brigade,  supported  by 
IloBDisoN,  a  very  advanced  bloclt  of  woods.  The  key-point  of 
this  now  lino  rested  on  tbe  Brown  house  toward  the  oreelc. 
This  was  held  by  regiments  of  other  brigades.  Soon,  hoR-ever, 
themselves  attacked,  they  ceded  ground,  and  retired  without 
warning  ua,  I  maiutuined  my  position  till  ten  o'clock  f.  m., 
when,  in  connection  with  General  Reno  and  General  Gibbon, 
assigned  to  the  rear-guard,  I  retired  my  brigade.  My  com- 
mand arrived  at  CenterviUe,  in  good  order,  at  two  o'clock  this 
mornitig',  and  encamped  iu  front  of  tho  CenterviUe  forts.  My 
loss,  in  killed  and  wounded, is  over  750  —  about  one  in  three  — 
none  taken  prisoners,  except  my  engineer  officer,"  who  returned 
to  tbe  house  supposed  to  be  held  by  the  troops  alluded  to.' 


KK:iBlfT  u  once  MliuJllcd  tl 
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^  TransUted,  this  report  shows  the  state  of  the  case.  It  wy 
Hei^ttzelmax  —  namely,  Ke arxt  and  Hooeles  —  who  was  to 
make  the  attack  and  open  the  battle.  The  enemy  haTing  massed 
to  the  other  side  of  the  line,  they  remained  in  position.  Wlien 
all  was  lost,  Eeabnt  remained  and  covered  the  retreat  He 
was  e%'er  in  the  post  of  danger,  for  he  was  always  reliable  and 
never  to  be  defeated. 

"  Arrived  at  Centerville,  where  were  the  corps  of  Fraxeldt 
and  SuicxER,  Pope  remained  there  daring  all  the  31st  of 
Augost.  And  then  Eeasxt  penned  the  report  from  which  I 
have  quoted,  the  last  he  ever  wrole.'^ 

Amid  all  the  misrepresentations  in  regard  to  the  second  day 
of  the  battle  of  Boll  Ran  Second,  one  fair  man  has  lifted  np 
his  voice  in  defense  of  the  maligned  Pope  and  calumniated 
Army  of  Virginia :  **  The  army  retreated  in  order.  It  had  suf- 
fered a  defeat ;  but  there  was  no  disgraceful  panic,  like  that 
which  had  marked  the  close  of  the  battle  fought  a  year  before 
almost  on  the  same  ground." 

When  the  reader  reflects  that  Pope,  **  gee'd  and  haw'd"  from 
Washington,  with  forty  thousand  troopj*,  gathered  from  where- 
ever  lay-timidity  had  previously  bedropped  them,  held  in  check, 
for  ten  days,  Lee,  with  his  hundred  thousand  victorious,  first- 
class  soldiers,  all  as  perfectly  in  hand  as  a  four  or  six-horse  team 
under  a  good  driver,  who  gathers  up  his  reins  and  distributes 
them  between  the  proper  fingers,  it  is  very  hard  to  excuse  the 
general,  who,  with  over  one  hundred  thousand  picked  troops, 
acting  on  his  own  plans,  for  not  ruining  an  army  inferior 
in  number  and  quality,  under  Jonxsox,  after  Williamsburg 
and  Fair  Oaks,  or  Lee,  after  Gaines'  Mills,  Glendale  and  Mal- 
vern, as  well  as  at  various  intermediate  points  and  moments, 

"  Well,  sir,"  rejoined  Brihcor,  "  If  you  think  I  am  mistaken,  let  me  ride  In  advaoce;  tf 
our  men  liold  the  house.  I  will  Are  my  pistol ;  if  I  do  not  return,  yoa  may  know  lam*  prJs> 


oner." 


*'  All  rlRht,"  replied  Kkarny,  and  Briscoe  rode  forward  Into  the  rebel  lines,  was  taXea 
prisoner  and  sent  to  Libby  Prison,  of  which  he  had  the  honor  of  being  one  of  the  flnt  in* 
mates.  He  thus  saved  Kkarny  and  Birnky  from  capture,  for  the  same  rashness  wWd» 
would  have  impoUed  Kkarny  to  have  gone  to  the  house  which  he  proposed,  led  hto  ^ 
ward  the  next  da}'  within  the  lines  of  the  enemy,  where  he  fell  mortally  wounded.-  X^ 
qT  David  Bkll  Birnky,  Afft/Vrt-  Gfnrral  I7nited  StaU^  Volunteers:  PhUadeiphia,  SUM* 
Satrdy  GOT  Sansom  street ;  Ndo  I'twA",  Sheldon  <fr  O).,  400  Broadway,  1867;  pages 6i-S^ 

•  "  Philip  KsAamr,  BoUiier  and  Fairtot"  by  Oobtlandt  P^&kxr,  pp.  3S-3& 
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when  a  felioo  or  leonine  springj  in  tlie  manner  of  Fbbderick 
Or  Napoleon,  or  Radetsky,  or  Von  >Ioltke,  would  Lave  citv- 
ried  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  triumphantly  into  the  rebel 
sapitaL 

There  is  one  thiDg  certain  —  that  is,  whatever  may  Lave  becu 
Popk'b  faults  and  mistakes,  shunning  espoBiiie  and  responsibility 
on  the  battle-field  was  not  one  of  them.  It  caunot  be  said  of 
bim,  as  was  charged  against  his  rival,  of  "oven  keeping  him- 
lelf  purposely  in  the  rear  in  critical  seasons"  (mark !  there  is  no 
ebargo  here  of  want  of  manliness),  "to  avoid  the  embarass- 
menl  of  having  to  act  and  direct  when  consulted."  Of  Popk, 
m  officer,  able,  brave  and  experienced,  often  quoted,  remarked : 
"He  was  the  first  general,  in  chief  command,  I  had  ever  seen 
present  on  the  battle-field  under  fire." 

8hftme  to  those  who,  to  screen  the  guilty  in  high  places  and 
popular  illuHioQB,  dip  their  pens  in  gall  and  vilify  their  own  peo- 
ple and  their  own  section !  Our  army  had  suffered  torribly  — 
probably  eleven  thousand  woulil  scarcely  cover  the  total  loss  ; 
i>at  the  simple  possession  of  the  battle-field  bnd  cost  the  rebels 
between  eight  and  nine  thousand  men.  Had  the  troops  with 
■rbiob  Alexandria  was  swarming  been  up  to  support  their  out- 
iinmbered  brethren  —  the  foot  fasting,  foot-sore  and  worn  ont;> 
;he  cavalry  fagged  out  and  almost  destitnte  of  serviceable 
lorses;  or  bad  McClellan  sent  forward  supplies,  a  glorious 
irifitory  would  have  rewarded  the  valor  of  the  Army  of  Vir- 
ginia. 

AngQflt  3l8t  was  a  day  of  rest  and  recuperation,  as  far  as  the 
lerrililQ  storm  which  set  in  would  permit.  The  rebels,  under 
Iackson,  attempted  to  repeat  their  flanking  movement  on  our 
right ;  but  the  tempest  delayed  their  march,  so  that  there  was 
BO  collision. 

During  this  twenty-four  hours  of  partial  respite,  Kkakst 
prepared  his  last  report,  which  be  never  lived  to  sign,  It  was 
[bund  among  bis  papers,  and  is  an  evidence  of  that  astonishing 
fnergy  and  application,  whenever  dnty  demanded  an  exertion, 
rhich  ebaracteriited  Prni.  Kearny,  This  is  the  report  from 
idiioli  the  preceding  sentences  are  quoted. 
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"  Thence,  too  "  (at  Centerville), "  he  wrote  a  letter  in  pencil,* 
among  the  treasures  of  his  family  a  striking  exhibition  of  his 
wonderful  elasticity,  his  positive  enjoyment  of  conflict" 

"  I  am  permitted,"  says  Pabkeb,  in  his  eloquent  address, "  to 
use  this  relic.     '  I  wrote  you  yesterday  morning.     Since  then 
there  has  been  a  sort  of  Bull  Run  episode  to  the  first  day's 
light.     *     ♦     ♦    It  is  dangerous  work  to  fight  in  this  army; 
you  have  to  fight  ten  times  your  share,  and  expose  yourself,  lo 
prevent  the  demoralizing  effect  of  almost  cowardice  in  others. 
Hooker's  Division  is  almost  the  only  exception.     This  army 
ran  like  sheep,  all  but  a  General  Rejio  and  a  General  Gibbox. 
As  for  myself,  I  was  abandoned  shamefully.     My  only  salvation 
depended  on  holding  a  certain  hill  and  house  in  the  rear  adjom- 
ing  me.     In  the  darkness  of  twilight,  the  enemy  came,  fired  a 
few  trifling  shots,  and  Stevens'  people  ran,  we  alongside  never 
dreaming  of  it.     The  worst  was,    ♦♦•♦♦♦    never 
informed  me.     I  had  a  staff*-officer  taken  prisoner,  and  I  vm 
only  a  few  yards  behind  him.     It  was  perfectly  ridiculous;  but 
he  was  so  unsuspicious  that  I  could  not  help  him,  as  scouts 
were  stealing  in  all  around  me.     He  was  so  surprised ;  it  was 
very  funny.     I  will  tell  you  some  other  time.     My  regiments 
behaved  like  perfect  loves  —  so  beautifully  steady.     I  stayed 
for  more  than  three  liours  afler  all  the  Americans  but  Reno 
and  Stevens  had  left,  and  Reno  was  as  much  to  the  left  as  I 
was   to   the   right,   behaving   very  handsomely.      My  friend, 
General  Towers,  was  wounded. 

" '  This  disaster  is  not  Pope's  faxdt^  hut  rather  Halleck's 
an>d  McClellan's,  high  generals  in  places  they  are  not  fit  for, 

"  '  It  is  tiresome  to  have  one's  victories  ignored,  as  at  Sangs- 
ter's  Station,  and  Williamsburg,  and  on  the  Newmarket  road, 
and  to  be  confounded,  though  fighting  hard  and  successfully, 
and  exposing  myself,  as  my  nature  unfortunately  is,  in  other 
people's  defeats.  Yesterday  would  have  been  extremely  amus- 
ing, from  its  ridiculousness,  if  not  so  sad  for  our  cause.    Our 

•  This  was  supposed  to  have  been  hte  last  letter ;  but  Brigadier-General  V told  the 

writer  last  June  that  he  had  received  a  disinterested  communication,  dictated  by  the  in«t 
generous  Impulses,  which  from  the  dat«  and  attending  circumstances  mast  have  bwn 
penned  by  Kearny  only  a  few  hours  before  his  movement  to  the  field  on  which  be  ftU* 
General  V would  have  forwarded  a  copy,  but  he  had  loaned  or  given  it  away. 
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men  would  not  fight  one  bit;  it  was  amusing  to  watch  them. 
I  foresaw  it  all  three  hours  before  it  took  place.  But  I  am 
sorry  for  the  cause.'  " 
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I  Impeded.   Oenenl  HTEVBIi«i»iaeDp|allaDlly 

il  RtCKSm,  with  two  hrliwteg,  relieved  mc  of 


itBoob  rfsuccupled  wltb 


rsv'B  Brlffade.  Boppo^cd  by 


«  atlaclied,  L 


tr  guard  —  1  rnUred  my  br 
llle  Iq  ffood  ordpr  at  twi 


«.«  Third  Michigan. 
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It  makes  me  proud  to  dwtil  on  the  renewed  eiforts  of  my  Oenerale  of  Brigade,  Bimsm 
and  KOBLNSUN.  My  reglmenta  all  did  well,  and  the  remiss  in  camp  seemed  as  brightat 
In  the  field.  Besides  my  old  tried  regiments,  who  have  been  previoasly  noted  In  fyma 
actions  and  maintained  their  prestige,  I  have  to  mark  the  One  Hundred  and  First  Nev 
York  Volunteers  and  Fifty-seventh  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  as  equalling  all  that  tiidr 
comrades  have  done  before;  their  commanders,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Okbnkb,  with  Um 
One  Hundred  and  First  New  York  Volunteers,  and  Major  Bi&ket,  with  the  Fifty-seventh 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  have  imparted  to  them  the  stamp  of  their  own  hi^  character. 
The  Hixty-third  Pennsylvania  and  Fortieth  New  York  Volunteers,  under  the  teave  Ool- 
onol  EoAX,  suffered  the  most.  The  gallant  Hatxs  is  badly  wounded.  The  loas  of  officos 
han  been  great ;  that  of  Colonel  Bbown  can  hardly  be  replaced.  Brave,  sklllftJ,  a  diad- 
pllnarlan,  ftill  of  energy  and  a  charming  gentleman,  his  Twentieth  Indiana  most  mlM  him. 
The  country  loses  in  him  ono  who  promised  to  fill  worthily  high  trust.  The  Third  Ukbr 
i4;an,  ever  faithful  co  their  came,  under  Colonel  Champiost  and  MiOor  Pibbcc,  lose  om 
hundred  and  forty  out  of  two  hundred  and  sixty  combatants.  Oolond  Cuampux  Is  tigtia 
disabled.  The  staunch  Fourth  Maine,  under  Wauckb,  true  men  of  a  rare  type,  drove  oa 
through  th^ stream  of  battle  Irresistibly.  The  One  Hnndred  and  Fifth  Pennsylvania  Vol- 
nuteen  was  not  wanting.  They  are  Pennsylvania's  Mountain  Men ;  again  have  they  bees 
fi>arfblly  decimated.  The  desperate  charge  of  these  regiments  soslain  the  past  histoiy  of 
thUi  division. 

The  lists  of  killed  and  wounded,  and  reports  of  brigades  and  regiments,  will  be  shoitij 
furnLnhed. 

Randolph's  Battery  of  Light  Twelves  was  worked  with  boldness  and  addren.  Tlioaih 
narrowly  watched  by  three  long-reaching  enfilading  batteries  of  the  enemy,  It  coartsntfy 
silenced  one  of  theirs  in  its  f^nt,  and  shelled  and  ricocheted  Its  shot  into  the  idntoM- 
mcnts  moving  fVom  the  enemy's  heights  down  into  the  woods.  On  the  27th.  with  tvoiefr 
tlon.<i  and  Robinson's  First  Brigade,  CapUIn  Randolph  had  poweorf^illy  oontrlhotcd  to 
General  Hookbb's  success  at  Brlstow  Station. 

Captain  Qkahah,  First  United  States  Artillery,  put  at  General  SieBL's  dl8posltlOB,« 
repeatedly  drove  the  enemy  bock  into  the  woods,  as  the  giving  way  of  that  tntkotrrleft 
the  front  unobstructed.  This  practice  was  beautifully  correct,  and  proved  irrestatlbls.  Od 
tlie  3ist,  Captain  Graham,  not  being  required  on  the  right,  was  sent  to  the  extreme  left, 
and  rendered  important  service  with  General  Rkno,  firing  until  late  in  the  night. 

Lioutenant ,  a  German  officer  of  distinction,  put  at  my  disposal  byGeoenl 

&IGKL,  with  two  long-range  Parrots,  covered  our  right  flank  and  drove  off  an  enemy'Bbs^ 
ter>'  and  regiments.    I  name  these  gentlemen  as  ornaments  to  their  bran<^  of  the  serviee. 

I  munt  refer  to  General  IIookkb  to  render  Justice  to  the  part  taken  by  my  First  Brlpde 
nniler  General  Robinson,  and  Randolph's  Battery,  in  the  afiklr  of  the 27th  at  Bristol 
Station. 

Again  am  I  called  on  to  name  the  efilciency  of  my  staff.  Captain  Mindil,  often  dted 
brave  and  intelligent,  was  the  only  military  aid  present  to  assist  me;  but  Br.  Pancoast 
Btvision-Surgeon-Gpneral,  not  only  insured  the  promptness  of  his  department,  but,  with 
heroism  and  aptitude,  carried,  for  me,  my  orders. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant. 


Omananding  IHtitbm, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  C.  McKeevkr, 

CMtS-Qf'Staff,  Third  Army  Cf*rp». 


INDOBSBMENT  ON  THB  rOREQOENO. 

HEADQUARTERS.  FIRST  DmSION,  THIRD  CORPS,) 

Army  of  the  Potomac,  ?• 

Fort  Lyon,  September  4, 1861  ) 

Respectfully  fbrwarded  as  the  official  report  drawn  up  by  the  late  MiOor^Teneral  Pmur 
Keabny,  and  intended  to  have  been  slgued  by  him  the  day  of  his  death. 

(Signed)  D.  B.  BIRNEY, 

Official :  BriffodUr-Oenerca  Oommanding  DMikm. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  C  McKeever, 

Astiatant  Adjutant-General,  Third  Army  Cbrpt, 
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V 

LETTER  FROM  PHIX.  KEAHNY^  BnOLEK, 

^^^H 

■nd  dcToEiati,  ind  of  tbe  drumin«  bofiriio.  u  tve  i(s  or  sLiieeii,  could  indJtg  ouch  k 

■nUehluid  aciHibli?  memorial  or  hl>  old  commiiader.    P&n.  Kuhxt  to  blBi,<ndnd, 

who  am  Imr  ■  cimm  lo  larvlee  nndsr  the  "  Bajard  of  mm  Army,"  glurleg  In  lUe  Dicl.  ikiu] 

ellaca  lo  It  u  IbcchLcrboaor  or  his  mDllsry  CBreer.    To  IbUow  Etuucv.  wu  lo  irsad  tbo 

Una  of  bU  mmoliDHU.  mid  lo  oboriali  bli  memory,  aa  Faiu  EiiabhVs  memory  Is  cberlsbod 

fc»  hi*  ■ '  bn.*™,"  u  to  pouera  n  porllou  of  tbo»  pstrlollo  ylrtua  vrblch  Ju»do  bUu  an  ox- 

•i&Dl«,  a  1JT»  and  n  eoldliig  llaht. 

"  Var  through  the  Mmpest-horTOrB  oflbe  nfebl, 
The  neumao  mulu  the  Ulalunt  gifom  oriifbi 

^^^1 

Tbe  gu£?ug  itar'^S™^  nSdli^X-  d^h"""' 

^^H 

Yta.  Kiuoxr  wm  a  Buldlngatm.  and  If  It  polnlod  out,  u  It  often  dW,  to  d™th,  lbs  grare 

■vblOi  rwdved  lUe  bllen  wu  tbe  bonored  bed  of  re|»ae  tot  ^he  Warrior  who  mi  In  the 

pMb  ofilocf,  the  pBtitoI  wbo  died  tni  Faltb  and  FBlberlud. 

^^^^1 

»»»YDBK.Ji.lyaiM«. 

In  (lu  early  part  of  IWl,  I  «M  drommlnj  recrnlta  lo  Chulbmn  SSquare.  New  Vork  dly,  (Ot 

IfctttJenlbttdlDihoForttothN.  T.  VolupieentMoauDat  Vonker*.    Wbep  (He  FoTty- 

HOOBd.  not  Ireatldg  me  well,  I  left  theai.  dot  being  mustered  lu,  and  wled  to  Join  tb>  FOr- 

■mall,  and  aim  too  young,  being  only  elaveu  yeari  old.  AsBoon  a>  thaColonel  uld  "  No." 

I  began  to  cry,  and  turned  awaj-ftom  the  leal;  but  my  nuber  winl  and  apoka  lo  him, 

iMgb.  becauw  tbe  dmm  wu  nearly  at  big  aa  myKlfi  but  oeverthelHi,  [he  Culunel  »m  I 

woalddo.   UoIwmmuawniiJtooiitbeiMm  June,  IBBl.MiddUcbargod  on  Ibu  Mtb  Juno 

IIN.   Oof  regiment  WM  guarding  the  railroad  during  tbe  flnt  batlln  of  Bull  Bub.    t  waa 

Blio  ■  number  of  onr  rer-meut.  came  lo  me  one  day,  lUtlog  that  neneral  ItKAasr 

«H(r«dblni  lo  gel  blai  a  drummer  Itom  our  reglmBalloBcrreu  an  or<lerly  tor  one  dny, 

^^^1 

dar-   Ireported  Diyseirneitmoralngearly.    He  lec^ved  me  kindly, gare  me  bis  gray 

^^^1 

tuiM  (Baby),  oae  [bat  bo  braugbl  from  KeilBO.    During  the  review,  the  Oeneial  bail  oo- 

Md  Id  cnwa  Itartber  op.   I  tblnk  my  Jumping  Ibln  ditch  brought  ma  ftivarably  to  bin 

and  Doutda  rann>elf  my  Orderly  In  tbe  fbture."    From  that  day  until  hia  death,  Iwaa 

)MB  lading,  only  taking  me  with  bim.    Many  a  lime  I  would  have  to  rhie  on  top  oftbo 

thnmb  them,  one  lime  my  bat  waa  knocked  offi  Ibe  General  never  atopplng,  w  hy  the 

ftr  net  holding  tbe  boise  tight;  but  tor  all  ibal,  tbeOeneral  alwayii  Itealod  me  Ihe  aame 

■a  my  own  Ailber  would  have  done,  and  no  one  mourned  hia  Dstlmely  death  more  than  I 

did.   THe  Bisl  BiBitr  of  any  note  In  wblrb  I  wa«  with  ihe  OonenH,  wat  ibe  skirmish  near 

Oltm  one  volley,  when  Ibey  retreated,  but  came  very  near  making  a  prlnooer  of  Qoneral 

^^^^M 

64 

J 
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and  flang  It  In  the  flkoe  of  another.  Nothtnc  of  note  took  place  on  our  mardi  from  Hint- 
son's  Landing  to  Alexandria,  except  at  the  second  battle  of  Boll  Bon,  when  dnrlDK  the 
engagement  the  General  had  occasion  to  write  orders,  which  he  did  on  his  knee,  while  I 
steadied  the  paper  with  my  fingers.  When  noticing  that  I  trembled  some  he  saked  mi 
**  what  was  the  matter."  I  replied,  "  nothing,  only  I  was  a  Uttle  frightened."  He  said,  "I 
most  never  get  frightened  at  any  thing; "  any  other  man  but  him,  would  have  acted  Joat 
the  same  as  I  did,  far  the  way  the  rebels  were  throwing  shell  and  minie-ball  in  that  puti- 
colar  spot  was  a  caution.  Daring  another  part  of  the  fight,  several  officers  had  oongregBled 
in  a  group— a  few  Generals  and  aides-de^samp— when  one  of  the  enemy's  lotteries  fired  » 
piece  of  railroad  iron  at  us,  and  stmck  on  my  left,  the  General  said  **  it  was  aimed  at  him," 
but  did  no  harm  except  scattering  dirt  and  gravel  all  around  as.  That  place,  getting  • 
little  too  hot  to  hold  us,  we  moved  fbrther  on.  At  another  time,  he  went  outside  tbe  Um 
of  battle— the  men  all  having  lain  down— to  view  the  enemy,  whi^  went  w)Uiin  an  iotik 
of  costing  him  his  lifb,  fbr  we  had  no  sooner  got  outside  when  their  sbarpshootoB  com 
menced  making  a  target  of  us.  Borne  of  the  men  called  him  in,  bat  he  took  his  Ume,  ontO 
he  saw  all  bft  could  see,  when  he  condescended  to  turn  his  horse's  head,  and  sbowthe 
enemy  his  reari  After  we  retreated  to  Centervllle,  early  on  the  morning  of  the  Slst  itf 
August,  1882,  he  called  me  into  his  room ;  he  was  then  qaaitered  in  a  small  cottage:  I 
fbund  him  in  bed ;  he  gave  me  some  official  documents,  and  a  letter  directed  to  Ha 
Ekakmy,  which  I  believe  was  the  last  letter  he  ever  wrote  home,  and  three  or  fonrgoldea 
dollars  and  some  silver,  to  defray  my  expenses,  and  told  me  to  post  them  in  Alexaodrta 
This  was  the  last  time  I  ever  saw  the  General  alive  or  dead.  Inclosed  yoa  will  find  tb« 
pass  he  gave,  which  you  will  return  after  you  have  examined  it,  I  proceeded  to  Alex* 
andria,  but  came  near  being  cut  off  by  tSie  enemy,  who  were  then  trsring  to  sarroand  ■• 
which,  I  think,  led  to  the  battle  of  ChanUlly. 

Having  obeyed  orders  I  commenced  to  retire,  the  afternoon  of  September  ist.  Vn&a- 
standing  firom  some  stragglers  that  our  troops  were  engaged— this  was  in  the  eveoiog-I 
proceeded  as  far  Aront  as  I  dared,  not  knowing  the  position  our  men  occupied,  tad 
remained  there,  in  there  in  the  road,  under  as  heavy  a  shower  as  it  has  ever  been  my 
misfortune  to  be  in,  until  next  morning,  when  I  moved  on,  and  inquired  fbr  Uie  General's 
headquarters,  when  I  was  told  that  he  was  either  dead  or  a  prisoner.  I  found  out  all  that 
I  could  about  It,  which  was,  that  the  previous  evening  General  Kxabkt  had  asked  Geo* 
eral  *  *  *  to  reconnoiter  a  certain  gap  which  was  left  ongnarded,  but  General 
*  *  *  advised  him  not  to  go :  he  said  **  he  would  go  any  how,"  which  he  did,  and  that 
was  the  last  that  was  ever  seen  of  him  alive.  A  great  many  seem  to  think  that  the  Gen- 
eral rode  a  gray  horse  at  the  time;  but  the  one  he  rode  was*  a'coal  black.  I  never  saw 
the  General's  body  after  it  was  sent  Into  our  lines,  and  conveyed  to  Alexandria  in  an 
ambulance.  I  then  reported  to  General  Birney,  was  with  him  some  time,  when  General 
Stoneman,  taking  command  of  the  Third  Army  Corps,  I  went  with  lilm,  and  was  vhh 
him  In  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  when  he  being  ordered  to  the  command  of  the 
Cavalry  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  General  Sicklss  then  had  .the  command,  and  I  was 
under  him  In  the  battle  of  (Gettysburg,  which  was  the  last  engagement  I  was  In— making 
ten  battles  In  all,  and  never  received  a  scratch.  A  little  while  after  General  Sickles  was 
convalescent  (after  the  loss  of  his  leg  at  Gettysburg),  I  was  sent  on  to  school  at  New  Toric 
city  to  educate  myself  fbr  West  Point,  as  President  Likcoln  said  he  would  send  methera 
But  President  Lincojln's  untimely  death  blew  my  prospects  to  the  wind.  The  gentlemaa 
who  was  to  have  taken  care  of  my  mother  (my  fhther  having  died  f^m  eflnect  of  disease 
contracted  during  the  first  year  of  the  war),  went  away  ttom  me,  and  consequently  I  bad 
to  leave  school  and  go  to  work.  My  stopping  at  the  White  House  you  know,  so  I  will  not 
speak  of  that.  My  only  hope  of  going  to  West  Point  is  the  election  of  General  OaAxras 
President,  which  General  Sickles  promised  me,  If  he  became  President.  I  also  received 
the  Maltese  (Kearnt)  Cross  frt>m  General  Birkry.  Hoping  that  the  little  infbrmatioo 
I  have  been  enabled  to  give  you  will  assist  the  gentleman  (the  author),  you  spoke  to  meo( 

I  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

GUSTAVE  A.  SCHUBHAKK. 


CHAPTER   XXX» 

CHANTILLY. 
ON^  OF  Jackson's  famous  flank  habches  ob  tubning  moyb- 

MENTS,  OB  DIVBBSIONS,  DEFEATED  BY  THE   FIGHTING  DIVISIONS 
OF  THE  ABMT  OF  THE  POTOMAC. 

"3gCn  ittaitn  boU  attlUt  dSrowft." 

ScHMAJLs's  "  DenkwurdiokcUen  da  Orofen  Wii.hsijc'8  «u  Scua vmbxtbo  Lippx."    j 

"  War  is  honorable 
In  those  who  do  their  native  rights  maintain ; 
In  those  whotte  swords  an  Iron  barrier  are 
Between  the  lawless  spoiler  |^d  the  wei^" 
t  ^  Thoicbom'b  "  Liberty," 

*'  A  power  is  passing  from  the  earth."  —  Wadswobth. 

"  How  sleep  the  brave  who  sink  to. rest, 
By  all  their  country's  wishes  blessed ! " 

WiLLIAlC  OoLLnn. 

** Who'er  amidst  the  sons 

Of  reason,  valor,  liberty  and  virtue, 

Displays  distinguished  merit,  is  a  noble 

Of  nature's  own  creating."  Thoxsow. 

**  A  heart  to  resolve,  a  head  to  contrive,  and  a  hand  to  execute."  —  Edward  Gibbon. 

**  Heart  to  conceive,  the  understanding  to  direct,  and  the  hand  to  execute."  —  JaxiDa 

**  Tou  talk  always  of  my  person,  of  my  dangers.  Need  I  tell  you.  it  Is  not  necessary 
that  I  live,  but  it  Is  that  I  do  my  duty,  and  fight  for  my  country  to  save  it  if  possible."  -^ 
Frkdkbic  the  Orkat  to  Marquis  d' Abo  ens,  18th  September,  1760,  Outtmansdorf,  day 
after  his  march  athwart  a  fearfhl  Austrian  cannonade. 

"  To  flght,  -EmIlIus, 
In  a  Just  cause,  and  for  our  country's  glory, 
Is  the  best  office  of  the  best  men." 

Harvabd'8  "Bevttfut." 

**  Death  I  thou  fell  tyrant,  hast  no  fears  fbr  me, 
A  hero's  Fame  is  Immortality." 

"  NoN  Mobitub  cuoub  fama  vrvrr." 

*  After  having  prepared  a  synopsis  of  the  August  campaign  of  the  "  Army  of  Virginia,' 
with  authorities  and  notes,  the  writer  was  notified  by  the  publishers  that'  he  must 
rpstrict  himself  within  a  certain  number  of  pages.  This  compelled  the  excision  of  all 
Pope's  movements  not  immediately  connected  with  Eeabky,  and  even  contracted 
Kkabkt  within  limits  insufficient  to  do  him  Justice.  This  change  In  the  plan  was  con- 
trary to  agteement;  but  as  the  author  considers  himself  absolved  by  such  changes,  errors 
and  dolays,  Arom  all  responsibility,  hd  finishes  the  work,  as  for  as  he  is  permitted,  simply 
that  an  immense  amotfnt  of  labor  may  not  be  lost;  labor  Involving  the  collection  of  a 
vast  aqiount  of  information,  wlfiose  publication  Is  due  to  the  gentlemen  and  firlends  who 
kindly  united  in  assistij^  him. 
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"  The  offlcen  ylgoronsly  exerted  tbemselves  to  restore  the  brokea  ranks,  bat  In  (bi 
midst  of  their  efforts  the  rl^ht  center  colamn,  led  by  the  good  and  gallant  Lord  Howi, 
was  suddenly  fronted  by  the  body  of  the  enemy  .who  had  gone  astray  in  the  forest  Tber 
Joined  In  bitter  strina.  almost  hand  to  hand,  in  the  swamps,  or  from  tree  to  tree  on  the  hoi- 
side.  *  *  At  the  first  shock  many  of  Uowb's  light  Inikntry  went  down,  he  himselt  hnnf" 
Ing  to  the  ft-ont,  was  strack  by  a  musket  ball  in  the  breast  and  instantly  oxplred.  His  men, 
Inftiriated  by  the  loss  of  their  beloved  leader,  swarmed  on  through  the  woods  and  floally 
overpowered  or  destroyed  the  enemy.    •    •   • 

"  That  night  the  victors  occupied  the  field  of  battle ;  to  this  their  advantage  was  oonfliwd, 
fbr  the  disorganisation  of  the  troops  bad  frightftilly  increased  during  the  unpropitiooi 
march,  in  the  hard  fought  skirmish,  and  by  the  lo«$  qT  their  beat  and  mott  tnated  du^.  Jht 
vUfor  cmd  tpiril  <^  Abkbcrombie's  army  aecmed  to  pau  away  wUh  Jjord  Hows.  This  gsBsat 
man,  flrom  the  time  he  had  landed  in  America,  had  wisely  instructed  his  regiments  ftvtka 
peculiar  service  of  that  difficult  country.  No  useless  incumbrance  of  baggage  was  alloved; 
he  himself  set  the  example,  and  encountered  privation  and  ftttigae  in  the  same  diiralroM 
spirit  with  which  he  faced  the  foe;  graceful  and  kind  in  his  manners, -and  considerst» to 
the  humblest  under  his  charge,  his  oflFIcers  and  soldiers  heartily  obeyed  the  dMef  beeam 
they  loved  the  man.  At  the  ftttal  moment  when  he  was  lost  to  England  her  gioryand  wel- 
fare most  needed  his  aid.  Heltved  long  enuuchfor  his  own  Aonor,  6tS(  not/or  VnOlffhH 
country."  —  Major  Wabbubton's  "  Conquest  of  Oanada*^  page  IM. 

"  Among  the  dead  were  two  generals,  one  of  whom  was  the  fkmooB  warrior  Ysol 
KxARXY."  —  Von  Bobcks. 

"  —  The  darkest  day, 
Live  tin  to>morrofi^  will  have  passed  away."  • 

OOWFXB. 

"  Now  Night  her  course  began,  and  over  Heaven 
Inducing  darkness,  grateAil  truce,  impoe'd 
Her  silence  on  the  odious  din  of  war ; 
Under  her  cloudy  covert  both  retir'd, 
Victor  and  vanquish'd." 

Milton's  *'  FontMts  Lod,"  &i 

••  Yet,  Freedom !  yet  thy  banner,  torn,  but  flying, 
Htreams  like  the  thunder-storm  against  the  wind: 
Thy  trumpet  voice,  though  broken  now  and  dying. 
The  loudest  still  the  tempest  leaves  behind : 
Thy  tree  has  lost  Its  blossoms,  and  the  rind. 
Chopped  by  the  axe.  looks  rough  and  little  worth. 
But  the  sap  lasts,  —  and  still  the  seed  we  find 
Bown  deep,  even  in  the  bosom  of  the  Nobth  ; 
Ho  shall  a  better  spring  less  bitter  flruit  bring  forth.'* 

Btbon's  "  CMide  SaroU." 


**  I  never  heard  the  old  song  of  Pbrcy  (Stokewall  Jackson)  and  Douglas  (FeiI' 
Kbabny),  that  I  found  not  my  heart  moved  more  than  with  a  trumpets"  —Sib  Phiup 
Sidney. 

"  This  battle  (Chantilly)  was  especially  unfortunate  to  the  North,  and  deprived  it  of  tbe 
life  of  General  Kearny,  whose  services  on  many  fields  had  rendered  his  name  diatlo- 
guished."  —  L(/e  of  Stonewall  Jackson,  1886. 

"  There  was  a  fight  at  ChanLilly,  where  the  brave  and  impetuous  Kkabny  wm  killed* 
and  the  enemy  fell  back."    •    *    *    —  Cableton. 

*'  Fortunately  for  his  (Hooker's)  laurels.  General  Keabny,  a  splendid  old  veteran.  «t)0 
had  seen  service  under  the  French  in  Algeria,  came  to  his  aid,  and  restored  tbe  tetUe 
(Williamsburg)  to  the  Federals."  —  Stackers  (London,  1868) '' Story  (^  the  Ama-iem  War." 

"  General  Philip  Kearny  was  also  killed.  •  •  •  His  loss  is  deeply  deplored  by  tb« 
whole  army.  He  was  considered  one  of  the  bravrat  generals  in  the  service,  and  tbeeneniy 
made  repeated  efforts  to  kill,  wound  or  capture  him.   His  dashing  and  flsarless  bearing 
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The  lecond  battle  of  ManaesaB,  or  Bull  Run,  wliicli  temti- 
nated  on  the  evening  of  30th  August,  was  the  cloeitig  sceno  of 
a  series  of  reverscB,  redeemed,  however,  by  ibe  uiiBagging 
energy  and  desperate  courage  of  the  majority  of  the  Vniuli 
troops  engaged  in  them.  When  these  combats  are  dispassioQ- 
ately  studied  out  and  commented  on,  justice  will  concede  that, 
although  apparently  abandoned  and  sacrificed,  the  Army  of 
Virginia  and  its  reinforcements  in  line  of  battle  from  the  Array 
of  the  Potomac  were  fought  to  pieces,  not  wasted  by  diseases, 
disorganized  by  inaction  or  humiliated  by  needless  witbilraw* 
als  from  fields  of  victory  abandoned  to  defeated  antagonists. 
While  thus  fought  to  pieces,  it  inflicted  such  terrific  losses  upou 
the  i-ebels  that  the  future  operations  of  Lek  were  so  crippled, 
and  his  fighting  aggressive  bo  depleted,*  and  followed  np  by  an 
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able  general,  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia  would  have  dis- 
appeared in  the  first  half  of  the  monlh  of  September,   1802, 
l>L-twecD  the  Uatoctin  and  the  Potomnc,  as  if  the  mountninB  had 
toppled  over  aud  buried  it,  or  the  earth  had  gaped  aud  swat-  , 
lowed  it  up. 

Cooke,  in  his  "  Life  of  Stonewaij,  Jackson,"  draws  a  dole- 
ful pictnre  of  the  condition  of  the  rebel  forces  and  of  the  dismal 
landscape  which  environed  them.  The  same  state  of  nSaire 
existed  on  our  side,  as  borne  witneBS  to  by  a  friend,  an  officer 

Hooeer's  Division,  Tlie  rebels,  however,  had  enjoyed  some 
Eiill  meals  out  of  our  plundered  stores  at  Manassas,  a  piece  of 
g^ood  fortune  denied  to  our  poor  fellows. 

rhe  scene  at  this  moment  was  intercating.  The  men  of  the 
Stomkwaix  Brigade  and  their  comrades  were  lying  on  the  side 
of  the  road  hnngry  and  exhausted.  They  had  not  seen  their 
wagons  since  they  had  left  the  Rappahannock,  and  the  rations 
Bocured  at  Manassas  were  long  since  exhausted.  Green  com 
and  vnripc  apples  had  for  some  days  been  their  sustenance,  and 
now  they  were  in  a  country  that  did  not  afford  even  these. 
The  hungry  men  saw  on  every  aide  bleak  fields  and  forests, 
with  scarce  a  roof  visible  iu  the  entire  landscape ;  and  thus 
bmishcd  and  worn  out  they  were  lying  down  awaiting  the  order 
Ld  advance  and  attack."  HENSiNtiES,  referring  to  the  desolation 
which  brooded  over  this  district,  observes,  "  a  solemn  or  myste- 
rious silence  reigned  over  this  wide,  desolate  flat,  the  plaini  of 


The  attempt  to  cnt  our  communication,  and  intercept  our 
retreat  upon  the  defenses  of  Washington  was  reaumed  by  Lee 
the  Ist  of  September ;  but  the  deluge  of  rain,  nnnanally  cold 
for  the  season,  presented  obstacles  almost  as  difficult  to  over- 
eomo  as  tlie  resistance  of  men.  All  day  long  Lee's  heavy 
columns  moved  along  the  Little  River  pike  toward  Fairfax. 
The  enemy's  objects  developed  themselves  so  clearly  on  the 
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afternoon  of  this  day,  September  Ist,  and  it  was  bo  evident  thit 
they  intended  to  try  and  turn  Pope's  right,  by  Fairfax  Court 
House,  that  the  Army  of  Virginia  was  dispoeed  so  as  to  receive 
,or  give  battle,  between  the  Little  River  pike  and  the  road  from 
Centrevillo  to  Fairfax  Court  House,  Early  in  the  aflemooEi, 
IIooKEB  was  directed  to  assemble  all  the  troops  in  his  viciait;r 
and  push  forward  to  Germantown,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  v«t 
of  the  Court  House.  His  own  division  constitated  the  right  of 
our  line,  which  was  formed  upon  a  range  of  heights  (Ox  Hitl), 
between  the  Warrcnton  and  Little  River  pike.  This  line  neuly 
bisected  the  angle  formed  by  their  junction.  McDowell  vu 
OQ  his  left ;  next  Franklin,  somewhat  in  the  rear ;  next  Rssa, 
with  Keak:«t  in  his  rear,  in  reserve;  next  Porteb,  b^iDl 
whom  Pope  posted  himself;  Suuner  held  the  extreme  lefl  ot 
the  Union  line,  near  the  bouse  of  J.  Milah  (or  Millkm),  about 
three  miles  due  west  of  Germantown. 


^^W 

^ 

^                                            ^                Sr^l,,J-MA,.          _     1 

PI.AS  or  tHS  BAtTL 


Such  were  the  dispositions  made  by  Pope  for  a  colliwon 
which  deserves  a  far  more  prominent  place  among  the  conflicli 
of  the  war  than  it  has  ever  yet  received.  The  Battle  of  Chis- 
riLLT  —  or,  aa  it  ia  more  appropriately  but  less  euphoniooslj 
named  by  the  rebels.  Ox  Hill,  from  the  elevation  or  range  on 
which  it  was  fought,  or  Germantown,  near  which  the  hardest 
fighting  occurred  (Chantilly  is  more  than  three  miles  from  tbe 
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Btj^e  of  action,  tn  the  nortlieaBt  aud  in  rcnr  of  the  rebel  forces) 
—  belongs  to  the  §ame  clnss  of  tights  as  OHskany  (1777)  at  tho 
North,  and  King's  Monntaiii  {l.SO)  at  the  South,  during  onr 
first  great  revohitionary  struggle;  or  the  "Cnnuonade  of 
Valmy,"  which  lust  has  been  placed  by  Creasc  among  his 
"Twelve  Deciflive  Baltics  of  the  World."  Any  one  who  will 
tnm  to  a  good  map  of  the  region  will  perceive  that  ihe  locality 
in  which  the  troops  collided  was  a  very  important  ono  strategi- 
cally considered.  The  battles  of  Gainesville*  and  Groveton,  or 
Second  Bull  Run,  had  been  fought  on  the  line  of  the  Warren- 
ton  turnpike,  which  passing  through  Centreville  west  by  north, 
is  intersected  at  Fairfax  Court  House  by  the  Little  River  pikf, 
from  Aldie,  running  northwest  and  southeast.  The  Union  line 
of  retreat  lay  along  the  Little  River  pike,  which,  about  a  mile  I 
and  a  half  beyond  Annandale,  bifurcates  —  the  left-hand  branch, 
the  Columbia  turnpike,  leading  across  the  Long  bridge  into 
Washington  —  the  right-hand  road  into  Alexandria.  Conse- 
(juonily,  if  Jackson  could  get  possession  of  the  turnpike  at 
Fairfax  Court  House,  and  the  Orange  and  Alexandria  Railroad 
near  Burke's  Station,  only  thi'ee  niUes  to  the  south,  Popk  wae 
entirely  out  off;  Washington  was  uneovered;  and  the  rebel 
problem,  as  to  advantage  of  position,  solved.  The  battle  which 
ensaod  to  prevent  this  turning  of  our  right  —  or  rather,  cutting 
onr  line  of  retreat  and  supply  —  was  very  short,  very  sharp  and 
very  decbive.  The  iutenliona  of  the  rebels  were  completely 
iVnatrated,  their  attack  repulsed,  and  tho  Union  troops  retained 
possession  of  the  field.  Chantiily  was  an  undoubted  victorj', 
and  from  it,  as  a  buckler,  the  rebel  attack  glanced  off.  No 
other  blow  was  delivered  in  this  direction.  The  result  proves 
that,  as  Hailkck  mildly  expressed  it,  "  had  the  Army  of  the 
■Potomac  arrived  a  few  days  earlier,  the  rebel  army  could  have 
been  easily  defeated  and  perhaps  destroyed."  And  in  auothor 
place,  "some  of  the  corps  moved  with  becoming  activity  — 
■fhe  might  in  justice  have  iuJitated  Kkakst's,  Hooker's  and 
Rkso's  commands]  —  but  the  delays  of  others  were  neither 
credtlahle  nor  excusable." 

The  theatre  and  time  of  action  wrt-e  as  gloomy  as  the  North- 
ern people  deemed  oar  fortunes  in  front  of  the  National  Capital, 
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to  become  still  more  gloomy  through  the  fall  of  two  of  our 
most  eminently  patriotic  generals.  Stonewall  Jackson  was  in 
command  of  the  rebels  and  pressed  the  attack,  supported  by  the 
fire  of  his  artillery  on  an  eminence  to  the  left  and  north  of  the 
Little  River  pike.  His  troops,  as  usual  with  the  rebels,  were 
disposed  in  the  woods  to  the  right  and  east  of  it ;  Jacksoh's 
own  division  was  on  the  left  of  his  line ;  Ewell's,  under  Law- 
tow,  "who  ably  sustained  its  reputation,"  in  the  centre,  and 
Hill's  on  the  right.  The  struggle  which  ensued,  ending  ss  it 
did,  almost  justified  Hooker  in  saying  that  he  never  met  Jack- 
son without  whipping  him ;  and  proves  that  it  required  to  beat 
Jackson,  not  the  kind  of  men  who  encountered  him  at  Chan- 
cellorsville  on  our  right,  but  such  as  met  him  and  drove  him 
bsck  at  Chautilly. 

Just  before  sunset  a  terrific  thunder  storm,  similar  to  one  which 
actnally,  for  a  time,  palsied  the  fight  at  Oriskany,  in  1777,  and 
Solfi^rino,  in  1859  —  a  storm  cold  and  pitiless  as  the  rebels  them- 
s^Tes — burst  over  the  field  ;  and  amid  the  convulsions  of  the 
elemental  warfare  and  the  drenching  rain,  the  blaze  of  battle 
rivaled  the  fierce  lightning.  It  was  a  fearful  hour.  A  dislin- 
gnii^ed  staff  officer,  little  given  to  emotional  feeling,  describee 
it  as  the  worst  he  encountered  in  his  term  of  service,  which 
lasted  throughout  the  war  and  enabled  hira  to  participate  in  the 
grandest  triumphs  as  well  as  the  greatest  reverses  of  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac.  The  day  became  suddenly  almost  converted 
into  night,  and,  amid  the  darkness  and  tropical  down-ponr  of 
water,  the  heads  of  the  rebel  and  Union  columns  came  in  con- 
tact at  Ox  Hill,  near  Chantilly.  A  number  of  the  hardest  fight- 
ing men  of  the  two  armies  —  Reno,  Stkvens,  Hookeb  and 
Keaelkt;  Jackson,  Early  and  Hill  —  encountered  amid  thii 
charm  of  battle  and  of  nature.  Ewell  had  lost  a  leg  through 
a  wound  received  in  the  previous  battle  and  was  not  present, 
although  his  division  took  part  under  Lawton,  a  very  able  and 
valiant  officer.  The  rain  was  so  furious  that  ammunition  could 
scarcely  be  kept  serviceable,  and  the  thunder  so  loud  that  the 
roar  of  the  artillery  was  utterly  unheard  at  Centreville,  three 
miles  distant.  The  action  began  about  five  p.  m.,  near  Chantilly- 
At  first  the  rebels  gave  way  before  the  stern  aggressive  of 
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Rbko,  then,  re-en  forced,  drove  back  Stkvess'  diviBion,  and  8tb- 
TBJJ8,  "beariug  aloft  the  colors  of  one  of  Iiis  regiments,  oheer- 
;  on  his  men,  fell  family  wounded  by  a  minie-ball  through 
bis  head."  Coniused  and  out  of  ammunition,  the  dying  general 
■aw  his  troops  compelled  to  give  way,  "To  repair  this  breijt," 
says  an  elegunt  writer  but  prejudiced  hit^torian,  for  once  kin- 
dled into  due  appreciation  of  this  "  Type  Volunteer  Geueral," 
"  Eeabmv,  with  the  promptitude  that  marked  him,  sent  forward 
'Bikket'h  brigade,  of  his  own  division  ;  and  presently,  all  aglow 
with  zeal,  brought  up  a  battery  which  be  placed  in  posiiinti.  But 
Ibere  still  remained  a  gap  on  Bibnky's  right,  caused  by  tho 
jvtirement  of  SrKTcys'  division.  This  Birmet  pointed  out  to 
^KABXV,  and  that  gallant  soldier,  dashing  forward  to  reconnoi- 
tre the  ground,  unwittingly  rode  iuto  the  enemy's  tines  and  was 
lolled.*  In  his  death,  the  army  lost  the  living  ideal  of  a  soldier 
—  tprmx  cheuaUer,  in  whom  there  were  mixed  the  qualities  of 
sllivalry  and  gallantry  as  strong  as  ever  beat  beneath  the  mailed 
t  of  an  old  knight.  Like  Desaii,  whom  Napoleon  charac- 
.terieed  as  'the  man  most  worthy  to  be  his  Hcutenant,'  Kearnt 
'died  opposing  a  heroic  breast  to  disaster."! 


•  Vmii.tr  Kkab.vv  beHHmrt 

eiRltal1ietJiilt«d8tU(i. 
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It  would  seem  as  if  the  demon  of  civil  war  had  demanded 
tlie  most  precious  jewels  of  the  nation  to  pay  for  the  security 


de»pAtche<l  on  a  mission  to  France  to  study,  there,  partlcalarly  cavalry  OTganlMtfVm. 
Instead  of  being  content  wlih  the  information  afforded  by  the  War  Department  and  eism 
ination  of  the  regiments  in  garrison  at  Paris,  he  bad  applied  himself  reaolately,  manltaliy  to 
all  the  exercises  of  the  School  at  Saumnr,  where  he  remained  two  years.  He  afterwirdi 
visited  Algeria,  where  he  obtained  permission  to  accompany  the  Duke  of  Orleans  ai  hoh 
orary  Alde-de-Camp  In  the  campaign  of  the  *  Iron  Gates.' 

"There  he  obtained  the  only  distinction  within  his  reach,  Che  Crossof  the  LeglOBof 
Honor.  After  this  it  was  optional  with  him  to  enter  the  French  service  by  accepttof  s 
command  In  the  Foreign  Legion,  which  was  offered  to  him ;  but  he  preferred  to  reton  to 
America,  where  the  Mexican  War  soon  ftirnished  him  an  opportunity  of  distingniriiinc 
himself.  After  having  signalised  himself  in  many  engagements,  he  lost  an  arm  and  voo 
tio  rank  of  (Ukrvkt)  Majob  in  the  attack  on  Mexico. 

"  In  the  Peninnula  he  commanded  a  division  which  shone  amongall  the  rest,  by  Us  bear 
Ing,  its  discipline,  its  dash  in  the  attack,  and  its  tenacity  in  the  defense.  Kxajknt's  ipiitt 
permeated  it  even  to  the  end,  after  it  had  lost  the  commander,  whose  memory  always  nn^ 
vlved  as  a  ttvlng  principle  in  its  ranks. 

"  Kearny  was  created  Major-Oeneral  at  Harrison's  Landing.  This  promotion,  merttel 
rather  twine  than  once,  lost  much  of  fls  value  in  his  eyes  by  being  included  in  one  baUof, 
without  dL<u:ernment,  on  the  occurrence  of  the  4th  July,  the  anniversary  of  the  Katk»Bal 
Independence.  All  the  Brigadier-Generals  who,  during  the  campaign,  had  commanded  a 
division,  whether  well  or  ill,  were  promoted,  even  ah  he  was.  and  all  the  Colonels,  wboaoci- 
dently  happened  to  have  a  brigade,  received,  without  distinction.  theSJlngle  8tar,  doKrtlBg 
Brigadier-General.  Deplorable  system,  which  contributed  not  a  little  to  prolong  the  period 
of  our  reverses.  Kbarky  played  an  active  and  brilliant  part  in  the  series  of  combasi 
which  Pops  had  to  sustain.  At  Manasnas  he  fell  so  vigorously  upon  the  enemy's  left  that 
he  threw  It  across  the  railroad  which  it  covered  This  partial  success  should  have  bcea 
modo  the  stepping-stone  to  victory.  Indeed,  Poktkr  should  have  attacked  the  left  of  tbe 
Confederates,  coincident  with  the  attack  of  Kearny.  Portkr  did  not  move  up  into  Um. 
and  left  the  enemy  f\ill  liberty  to  despatch  reinforcements  to  the  wing  assaUedL  Tht» 
overwhelmed,  Krarxy  was  forced  to  abandon  the  ground  which  he  had  wun,and  FortoM 
turned  against  us. 

"  On  the  1st  September,  Les,  following  up  our  retreating  forces,  collided  with  oorrlKiit 
near  CfuintiUy.  General  Stevens  having  been  killed,  his  Division,  through  want  of  am- 
munition, fell  back  in  disorder.  Krakny  hastened  to  send  forward  Birnet's  Biigadeto 
maintain  our  line,  and  supported  it  with  a  battery  of  artillery,  which  he  posted  hlmseUC 
A  breach,  notwithstanding,  still  remained  unfilled.  To  reconnoitre  the  extent  of  thif 
gap,  bedashed  forward  alone  in  this  direction,  taking  with  hlra  neither  his  staff-ofDeen 
nor  his  orderlies,  so  as  not  to  attract  attention.  These  awaited  his  return  In  vain;  li« 
never  came  back.  Carried  away  by  his  ardor,  he  had  penetrated,  without  perceirinc  ft, 
within  the  lino  of  the  enemy's  skirmishers,  concealed  in  the  skirts  of  a  wood.  Wbea  bi 
was  within  a  few  paces  of  them,  the  nearest  hailed  him  to  surrender.  For  sole  reply,  bi 
wheeled  his  horse,  and,  crouching  upon  the  neck  of  the  animal,  set  off  at  a  gallop.  1^ 
balls  flew  ikster  than  he  did.  One  of  them  struck  him  below  the  haunch  and  traversed  bli 
body.    lie  fell,  and  died  in  a  few  minutes. 

"  The  Confederate  Generals,  whose  comrade  and  associate  he  had  been  before  he  bccama 
one  of  their  most  fearAil  (or  redoubtable)  adversaries,  took  this  occasion  to  testify  tbfir 
high  esteem  for  him.  By  order  of  General  Lee,  Kearny's  corpse,  his  hone,  hia  eqtiip* 
ments  and  his  arms  were  restored  to  us.    *    •    • 

"  Ardent  head  (head  fVilI  of  zealous  enthusiasm)  and  noble  heart,  be  thus  inspired  tbs 
enemies  with  sympathy  and  admiration  whom  he  fought  hand  to  hand.  His  fatal  death 
made  me  recall  the  last  words  which  he  hod  addres-sed  to  me  in  my  tent,  whither  be  cam* 
ftrom  time  to  time  to  chat  of  France,  of  Paris,  of  lYlends  common  to  both  in  New  York, 
and  of  the  thousand  things  which  were  always  mteresting  to  him,  the  man  of  the  world 
amid  the  duties  of  the  man  at  arms.  When  I  drew  his  attention  to  the  fact  that  be 
now  launched  upon  a  voyage  which  would  bear  him  to  any  height  of  SQCcess,— 
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of  the  Nation's  capital — patriots  pure  and  unselfish  in  their 
devotion.  Pre-eminently  Buch  was  Kkakny.  If  any  man,  liko 
CrJtTius,*  would  have  spurred  liia  horse  into  the  gnping  chasm 
to  save  the  republic,  he  would  have  done  it.  Tlie  eaciilice,  if 
the  erisis  demanded  sucli  a  precious  offering,  was  accepted. 
The  caVeer  of  the_  rebel  was  stayed.  Instead  of  following  up 
his  success,  he  turned  aside  from  the  reality  to  grasp  at  the 
phantom  of  evoking  an  armed  insurrection  in  the  North,  of 
firing  the  hearts  of  rebels  in  Maryland  and  libei-ating  her  ima- 
pnary  oppressed,  and  of  conquering  the  recognition  of  an 
Oligarchy  founded  on  Slavery,  under  the  Banner  of  Democracy, 
among  the  "heaven-kissing  mountains"  of  the  free  North, 
Then  was  realized  the  prediction  of  Kkarnt,  that  the  North 
deceived  itself  if  it  hoped  to  beat  back  the  detevmi nation  of  the 
Booth  withont  exhibiting  an  energy  and  determination  —  a 
physical  force  backed  by  a  moral  force  —  as  intensely  earnest 


iMPotomH'  wlihM  mueb  fiicUlti' m  hta  nwo  dlvhlun.'-]  — "  Quaire  Am  lU  Oampnipi'i " 
AntM  du  iMomac.'  "  By  MaJar-OonarKl  Rmra  ne  Tbobhiaku,  I.esn.SKi. 
•  "  OUarnn  UAHcirs.  a  Romui  hero  wiio  lived  Kboni  tbi>  middli-  aribn  ftiuriti  Deuiiirir 
«.C.»uawllo!niJd[ohBv«aiicrillceilhlmiiiar  inr  Ibo  BQOd  of  LL« country.   TliBlc)(pnfl 
WhMb  nlMu  Ibla  crenl  1b  Id  subsUncs  u  fbllDwst  An  esrlbqiuki  once  Imiipennl  M 

«n  wblcb  tbB  gre^uiEsa  of  Rome  i^enaeO.  Whll«  eTerj  one  ou  hwluMng  wid  doubting 
wplclal  dHlnrbtluD.  Ibe  bProlc  MAitctia  pmontPd  blma^ir, 
P4d  proclaJmlEiff  tbal  Sone  rrnUalTifit  tifWAfng  ntore  iTiditprr^oblf  Ic  titr  prrcOif^i  Pmh  4 
itred  Jor  bottle,  ho  oFhrea  blmitlf  ax  b  victim,  ftnd.  Iwf  Inj;  ilf- 
(Hid  lilmiwir  In  cnmplele  annot  and  inounled  bu  wu-boiM.  he  enlloyed  lolo  Ibc  *!«■«». 

"  XCw  .American  CVIoiKKlla."  P»n  XVI.,  p.  Ue. 
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aB  that  of  the  Slavocracy,  with  their  free  Spartans  to  fight  and 
their  slave  Helots  to  dig  and  delve  and  feed  their  phalanxes  in 
the  field.  The  very  month  in  which  Keabnt  died  witnessed 
the  inauguration  of  those  measures  which  finally  ended  the 
Slaveholders'  Rebellion  and  whetted  the  sword  of  Justice  which 
fell  heavily  even  while  it  seemed  to  spare,  upon  those  most 
guilty  in  the  eyes  of  men. 

Then,  too,  was  realized  that  marvelous  prediction  of  Schaik, 
not  only  described,  but  actually  mapped  out  in  the  previous 
winter  and  printed  before  McClellan  started  on  that  expedi- 
tion whose  failure  the  German  oflicor  prophesied.  He  not  only 
marked  out  the  marches  and  retreats  and  battle-fields  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  but  placed  his  red  blocks  and  green 
blocks,  representing  the  opposing  Unionists  and  Rebels,  in  the 
identical  locality  where  the  first  decisive  battle  (decisive  in  any 
respect  worthy  to  entitle  it  to  the  term)  of  the  war  at.  the  East 
—  Antietam  —  overthrew  the  proud  projects  of  the  Slavocrats, 
and  put  the  seal  to  the  Proclamation  of  Emancipation :  where 
the  first  decided  repulse  of  the  latter  occurred  —  a  drawn 
battle  as  regarded  the  Union  commander,  but  a  victory  for  his 
troops. 

Strange  to  say,  Kearny  lost  his  life,  so  precious  to  his  coun- 
try, almost  upon  the  very  spot  where  he  witnessed,  a  similar  bat 
more  youthful  and  inexperienced  hero  lay  down  his  life  on  the 
9th  of  the  preceding  March.  This  was  during  Keabkt's 
carefully  and  intentionally  ignored  swoop  upon  Manassas, 
when,  had  he  been  let  loose,  he  would  have  clutched  the  Rebel 
rear,  and  very  likely  have  caught  oi;  measured  swords  with  the 
greatest  of  the  Rebel  generals  at  the  East,  Joe  Johnston. 
Tlius  his  circle  of  intrepid  action  commenced  and  ended  amid 
the  same  scenes.  Its  initiative  was  full  of  the  promise  of  glory 
and  success ;  the  conclusion,  of  gloom  and  sorrow.  Even  a 
stranger  to  Kearny  (Lossing,  in  his  "Civil  War  in  Ame'^ca,*' 
ii,  358  and  454  [2],)  has  referred  to  this  curious  reflux  of  the 
careers  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  and  of  Kearny  to  the 
vicinity  of  Manassas. 

With  the  disappearance  of  Kearny  from  the  scene  forever, 
wrapt  from  us  in  the  fiery  gloom  of  tempest  and  of  battle,  his 
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mantle  fell  on  a  disciple,  who,  on  this  field  as  on  other  fields, 
demonstrated  that  he  had  grown  into  the  luetve  of  gincralehip 
in  the  ciceediug  brightness  of  Keaeny's  example.  This  was 
PennBylTania's  patriotic  son,  David  Bzli.  Biknet,  who,  like  tJie  ' 
friend  be  revered,  the  commander  he  imitated,  gave  np  hie  life 
fcrMs  conntrytwo  years  andseveiiteeu  days  later  —  October  38, 
1864  —  eielaiming,  with  his  last  breath,  "  Boys,  keep  yonr  eyes 
on  that  flag !  "  Noble  Birsey  1  trae  in  life  and  death  to  Kkakkt. 

The  command  of  Kearity's  division  devolved  on  General 
BiKKBT,  who  promptly,  Kearny  fashion,  ordered  a  liayonet- 
eharge*  (according  to  the  popular  preference  for  the  word— in 
reality,  a  forward  rush)  by  his  own  brigade,  consisting  of  the 
First,  Thirty-eighth  and  Fortieth  Regiments  of  Volnnieers  from 
Ksarnt'b  native  State,  New  York.  This  oMer  was  exccued 
with  great  gallantry  by  Colonel,  now  Major-General,  Toil  Egajs*, 
Ukewiae  of  New  York,  and  the  Rebel  advance  driven  and  re- 
pulsed BO  that  Birxey  retained  poBseasioii  of  the  field  of  battle 
during  the  night,  burying  our  dead  and  removing  our  wounded. 
This,  according  to  the  military  code  of  tfae  Komans— in  the  art 
ot  wsr,  the  masters  of  the  world  and  of  all  times  —  constituted 
Kbabnt's  Division  the  victors  at  Chantilly.  "  It  was  ever  a 
glorious  sign  of  victory,"  says  the  famous  critic,  vo^'  Kaitsleb, 
in  iiis  "  Treffen  bei  MitiUifua"  1543,  "  when  the  conqueror  not 
ooiy  bore  oS"  and  buried  his  own  dead,  but  granted  to  the  ene- 
uy  permission  to  recover  their  dead  also,  under  a  suspenBion  of 
arms  accorded  for  that  very  purpose," 

And  if  the  spirit  of  its  former  iciider  (Kearny)  could  have 
looked  upon  that  ensanguined  stage,  it  must  have  rejoiced  in 
the  proud  consciousness  tliat  his  influence  had  sun*ived  him, 
and  rendered  the  men  he  liad  discipUned  triumphant;  that, like 
the  DoCGLAS  —  the  blood  of  whose  breed  of  men  flowed  in  the 
Teina  of  Kearny  —  like  Douglah  dead,  his  name  had  woo  tlio 
field;  or  better,  perhaps,  like  Henry  the  Upright,  slain  in  llie 
Battle  of  Wahlstadt,  1241,  dying,  he  had  preserved  the  land  of 
oivilisation  from  the  barbaric  wave  of  slavery. 
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BIRNKY'8  REPORT  OP  CJHANTILLY. 

HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  DIVISION,  THIRD  CORPS,! 
FoBT  Lyon,  Va.,  Sept.  4th,  1362.  / 

CMOffMi.*  — 

I  hmve  the  honor  to  report  the  part  taken  by  this  division  in  the  battle  at  ChaDtUljr 
between  Centreville  and  Falrlbx  Court  House,  on  Monday,  September  1st.  The  division 
reached  Cliantilly  at  about  five  o'clock,  p.  ic..  under  orders  AromGteneral  HgmiiunjiAar  to 
support  General  Reno,  and  found  him  actually  engaged  with  the  enemy.  Under  orden 
ftnm  General  KRABsnr  I  reported  my  brigade  to  General  Rkko,  and  by  hfm  was  ord«ned 
to  the  firont.  On  reaching  that  point,  I  found  the  division  of  General  Stxvkns  retiring  fa 
some  disorder  before  the  enemy ;  the  ofQcers  in  command  of  regiments  stating  that  their 
ammunition  had  been  exhausted.  I  immediately  ordered  fbrward  the  Fonrth  Maine 
Volunteers,  which  gradually  advanced  and  was  soon  in  active  conflict,  and  Boocessftdly 
took  forward  the  One  Hundred  and  Forty-first  New  York,  Third  Maine,  Fortieth  New 
York,  and  First  New  York  Regiments.  (See  Kearny's  letters  following  Report  In  regard 
to  his  Maine  and  New  York  Troops.)  These  held  the  enemy,  and  sustained  nnflliMdi- 
Ingly  the  most  murderous  fire. 

At  this  Juncture.  General  Kkabny  reached  the  hill  with  Rakdoi.ph*s  Battexy,  attd, 
placing  it  in  position,  aided  my  brigade  by  a  well-directed  fire.  I  then  pointed  oat  to  the 
General  a  gap  on  mj'  right,  caused  by  the  retreat  of  Stkvkns'  Division,  and  asked  Ibr 
Bebby'8  Brigade  to  fill  it.  He  rode  forward  to  examine  the  ground,  and,  dashing  past  oar 
lines  into  those  of  the  enemy,  fell  a  viciim  to  his  gallant  daring. 

I  sent  forward  the  Thirty-eighth  New  York  and  Fifty-seventh  Pennsylvania  to  complete 
our  victor>'.  They  advanced  gallantly,  and  when  night  closed,  my  brigade  was  tn  fkili 
poRsession  of  the  battle-field  on  which  it  was  engaged. 

General  Keabny  not  returning,  and  supposing  that  he  had  been  taken  prisoner,  I 
assumed  command  of  the  Division ;  and  ordering  forward  Robinson's  and  BxmRY's  Bri- 
gades, relieved  my  tired  regiments  and  held  the  battle-ground  until  three  o'clock  a.  ic,  at 
which  time  the  Division  followed  the  Corps  of  General  Reno  to  Fairfax  CoartTHonse. 

During  the  night  wc  removed  our  wounded.    Our  loss  has  been  heavy. 

I  woH  ably  supported  by  the  commanding  officers  of  my  regiments,  all  of  whom  sus- 
tained the  high  cliaractcr  accorded  by  our  late,  lamented  commander,  In  his  report  of 
Friday's  engagement.  Lif^utenauis  Lee  and  Phillips,  of  my  staflT,  deserve  especial  men- 
tion  for  their  untiring  efforts  in  carrying  my  orders  to  all  parts  of  the  field.  I  hare  men- 
tioned these  in  previous  reports  for  gallantry.  Robinson's  Brigade  had  been  placed  on  the 
lea  of  my  Brigade,  by  General  Kearny,  to  support  Graham's  Battery.  It  was  not. 
unfortnnately.  called  upon  to  engage  the  enemy,  but  as.slsted  greatly,  with  Berry's  Bri- 
gade, during  the  night,  in  holding  the  field  in  face  of  a  vastly  superior  force  of  the 
enemy.  I  was  much  indebted  to  General  Robinson  and  to  Colonel  Poe,  commandlBg 
Berry's  Brigade,  for  their  prompt  assistance  and  the  gallant  bearing  of  their  tired  com- 
mands. 

I  am,  very  rospectftilly. 

Your  obedient  servant. 

D.  B.  BIRNEY. 

Brioadier-Oeneral  Oommandlno  DMtion. 
Lieoteoant-Coloiiel  McKeeveb, 

AMlstaiU  Ai^utant- General,  Third  Army  Oorp$, 


LETTER  OF  KEARNY  IN  REGARD  TO  HIS  NEW  YORK  REGIMENTS.* 

HEADQUARTERS,  THIRD  DIVISION,    > 

Hkintzklman's  Cobps,  > 

Camp  Berry,  Barhamsvilub.  May  VHK,  1M2.9 

Jb  hiM  BtceUency  (fovemor  Morgan  : 

Sir— It  is  with  great  satisfaction  that  I  have  the  honor  of  bringing  to  your  notice  the 
dUOnouUhra  conduct  of  Officers  and  Regiments  of  the  State  of  New  York  comprised  to 


*  This  note  and  the  following  should  have  followed  Kearny's  Report  of  Willlamabarc 
but  they  are  too  Important  and  characteristic  to  be  omitted. 
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Ing  the  rear  of  the  oolamn,  on  the  march  from  camp  on  the  fifth  Instant,  oaed  rigor  fa 
bringing  up  his  men  under  every  difficulty,  and  was  with  me,  under  severe  fire,  where  ha 
arrived  and  gave  guarantee  of  a  resolution  that  promised  success  in  case,  daylight  remain- 
ing to  US,  he  had  been  advanced  to- the  attack  of  Fort  Magmder  and  those  works  whl^ 
tho  onomy  evacuated  to  us  during  the  night,  and  tohieh  he  wu  the/lrH  to  enter  at  dayUof^ 

I  have  the  honor,  sirs,  to  be 

Yonr  obedient  servant, 

P.  KEARNT, 
BrioadUr-OenercU  Commanding  Third  JXvMon,  HJU2rrzxLiCA2f*8  O0arp$, 
(Reb.  Rgc..  V,  Doc.  pages  18  [2],  19  [1].) 


KEARNY  PATCH. 

AvTKB  THS  Battls  ov  Coaktilly  the  army  retired  to  the  deflanses  of  Washington. 
General  Bibnxt  retained  the  command  of  the  First  Division  of  the  Third  Army  Oorpa, 
which  had  devolved  upon  him,  on  the  death  of  General  Kbabkt,  by  rlg^t  of  seniority. 
General  Keabxy,  before  his  death,  had  issued  an  order  requiring  the  ofllcera  and  men 
under  his  command  to  wear  a  Badob  or  Mark,  by  which  they  would  be  known  wherever 
met.  This  Badge  was  a  pteee  of  acarlet  cMh,  worn  on  the  cap  or  hat,  so  as  to  be  visible  at 
all  times.  This  was  the  first  attempt  to  designate  officers  or  men  in  our  army  by  any  dis- 
tinctive mark  or  badge.  The  evident  object  of  this  order  was  to  tnMviduaUMe  the  membcs* 
of  this  division,  and  to  designate  the  officers  and  men,  should  they  lag  on  the  mardi,  or 
straggle  in  action. 

General  Bibmtjey  and  his  men  reachedthedefensesof  Washington,  after  a  tedlooB  marcb. 
on  the  3d  of  September,  1862.   On  the  next  day  he  isstied  the  fbllowing  order : 

HEADQUARTERS  KEARNY*8  DIVIBIOK.\ 
FOBT  Lyon,  Va.,  September  4, 18S2.       / 

[Gknbbal  Obdebs,  No.  49.] 

The  Brigadier-General  commanding  this  division  announces  with  deep  sorrow  the  death' 
of  Major-General  Keabny,  its  gallant  commander.  He  died  on  the  battle-field  of  CSuuk 
tiUy  as  his  division  was  driving  the  enemy  before  it. 

The  entire  country  will  mourn  the  loss  of  this  chlvalric  soldier,  and  officers  and  men  of 
this  division  will  ever  hold  dear  his  memory. 

Let  us  show  our  regard  for  him  by  always  sustaining  the  name  which,  in  his  love  fbr  the 
division,  be  gave  it,  viz.,  the  "  Fiohtino  Division." 

As  a  token  of  respect  for  his  memory,  all  the  officers  of  this  division  will  wear  crape  on 

the  left  arm  for  thirty  days,  and  the  colors  and  drums  of  regiments  aud  batteries  will  be 

placed  in  mourning  for  sixty  days.    To  still  flirther  show  our  regard,  and  to  distlngDisb 

his  officers  as  he  wished,  each  officer  will  continue  to  wear,  on  his  cap,  a  piece  of  scarlet 

cloth,  or  have  the  top  or  crown  piece  of  the  cap  made  of  scarlet  cloth. 

By  command  of 

Brlgadier<}eneral  D.  fi.  BIRNSY. 
J.  B.  Bbown, 

Acting  AuiMlant  AdJutant-OeneraL 

rhe  Scarlet  BaUch  reflerred  to  in  the  foregoing  order  was  soon  converted  Into  a  piece  of 
red  cloth  or  flannel,  cut  in  the  form  of  a  diamond,  and  this  for  some  time  was  known  as 
the  Keabny  Patch.  — X^A;  of  David  Bell  Bibney,  Maior-OenenU  U.  8.  Vbluntf€r» 
(Philadelphia.  King  A  Baird,  607  Sansom  St. ;  New  York,  Sheldon  dt  €k>.,  400  Broadway. 
1867),  page  73. 


CHAPTER    XXXI. 

DEATH  AND  OBSEQUIES  OF  MAJOR-GENERAL 

PHILIP  KEARNY. 

"the  bnd  crowns  all."  —  Shakespeare, 

**  A.  ^ntie  knight  was  pricking  on  the  pl&ln."—  Spxnsxb. 

*'  Be  bold.   Be  bold,  and  everywhere  be  bold."—  Spxkbsb. 
•*  High  erected  thoughts  seated  in  the  heart  of  coiirtesx."— Or  Philip  Scdmbt. 
**  That  chaatity  of  honor  which  felt  a  stain  like  a  woond.*'— Wobdswobtk 

**  Bold  as  thou  In  the  fight, 
Blithe  as  thou  in  the  hall, 
Shone  the  noon  of  my  might, 
Ere  the  night  of  my  fklL 

"  How  humble  is  death. 

And  how  haughty  Is  llfb; 

And  how  fleeting  the  breath 

Between  slumber  and  strife ! " 

Haboijk 

**  Tliree  hundred  brave  men  lay  down  to  sleep  upon.the  sod,  which  sod,  within  three 
davB.  they  were  to  sleep  beneath."  —  Bachx's  Dumas'  **  Jble*  of  Atoeria.** 

**  Triumph  fbr  freedom's  battle-cry 
Shall  give  us  courage  new; 
Our  country  shall  stand  flzedly 

While  Northern  hearts  are  true ; 
Then,  countrymen,  we'll  hand  in  hand 

To  honor's  fight  away ; 
And  f^ee  shall  be  our  Fatherland 
Until  the  JudgmentKlay." 

Steoe»UednaiAder8chlaefUb9lXelp9l(f, 

**  False  flew  the  shaft,  though  pointed  well, 
The  rebel  lived,  the  hero  fell  I 
Tet  marked  the  Peri  where  he  lay, 
And  when  the  rush  of  war  was  past, 
Swiftly  descending  on  a  ray 
Of  morning  light,  she  caught  the  last  — 
Last  glorious  drop  his  heart  had  shed. 
Before  its  flreeborn  spirit  fled. 

*  Be  this,'  she  cried,  as  she  winged  her  flight, 

*  My  welcome  gift  at  the  Gates  of  Light :  ' 
Though  foul  are  the  drops  that  oft  distil 
On  the  field  of  warfleire,  blood  like  this, 
For  Liberty  shed,  so  holy  is, 

It  would  not  stain  the  purest  rill 

That  sparkles  among  the  bowers  of  bllas  I 

Oh  I  if  there  be  on  this  earthly  sphere 

A  boon,  an  offering  Heaven  holds  dear, 

*Tls  the  last  libation  Liberty  draws 

Flrom  the  heart  that  bleeds  and  breaks  In  her  caose  I '  ** 

Hooox's  "XaaaBookh,*' 
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"Good  fbrtune,*'  sayB  Poltbius,  "Is  equally  open  to  every  one ;  but  they  are  only  G«neral8 
endued  with  prudence,  dlBcrlmlnation  and  fortitude,  whom  we  most  consider  as  cherished 
by  the  gods.  When  any  persons,  Trom.  wealcness  of  intellect,  want  of  knowledge  and  ex- 
perience, or  through  inattention,  fail  to  perceive  the  various  principles  and  tendencies 
of  an  action,  they  commonly  ascrlt)e  to  the  immediate  interposition  of  Heaven,  or  the  Ihvor 
of  Fortune,  the  success  which  was  owing  to  the  united  result  of  wisdom  and  sagacity.'* 

"  And  Ardennes  waves  above  them  her  green  leaves. 

Dewy  with  nature's  tear-drops  as  they  pass. 
Grieving,  if  aught  inanimate  e'er  grieves, 

Over  the  unreturning  brave.    Alas ! 
Ere  evening,  to  be  trodden  like  the  gross, 

Which  now  beneath  them,  but  above  shall  grow 
In  its  next  verdure,  when  this  fiery  ma» 

Of  living  valor,  rolling  on  the  foe, 
And  burning  with  high  hope,  shall  moulder  cold  and  low.'* 

Byron's  ••  ChUde  JOiarotd,*'  ill,  27. 

**  Let  the  tide  of  the  world  wax  or  wane  as  it  will,"  Mobton  thought,  ^as  he  looked 
around  him,  "  enough  will  be  found  to  fill  the  places  which  chance  renders  vacant;  and. 
In  the  usual  occupations  and  amusements  of  life,  human  beings  will  succeed  each  other,  as 
leaves  upon  the  same  tree,  with  the  same  individual  difference,  and  the  same  general 
resemblance."  Old  Mobtaxjtt,  u.  277— *8. 


**  RBSPLXKDKT  GLOBIA  ICABTU 
ABMATI  BSVEBAIC  VIBK8." 


CXJLUDZAN  de  Zaud:  SttL 


**  Brothers-in-arms,  attend  my  prayer: 
When  I  in  battle  die. 
To  my  native '  State '  my  body  bear, 
In  my  native  *  Btate '  to  He." 

**  By  fUry  hands  their  knell  is  rung ; 
By  forms  unseen  their  dirge  is  sung: 
There  Honor  comos,  a  pilgrim  gray. 
To  bless  the  turf  that  wraps  their  clay 
And  Freedom  shall  a  while  repair, 
To  dwell  a  weeping  hermit  there." 


fhe  ChmadierM. 


William  Coixiira. 


*  That  life  is  better  life,  past  fearing  death. 

Than  that  which  lives  to  fear." 

'*  Mauurefor  Meaaure.** 

**  Noblest  of  men  woo't  die  ? 

O,  withered  is  the  garland  of  the  war. 
The  soldiers'  pole  is  fallen." 

Shakespeare's  "  Anthony  and  Cleopatra,^'  Act  Iv,  scene  IS. 

"  Oh !  happy  the  man  around  whose  brows,  he  (Death)  wreaths  the  bloody  laurels  in  the 
glitter  of  victory."  ~  Goethe's  "  Itiuat." 

"  Now  let  us  all  for  the  Percy  praye 
To  Jesu  most  of  myght. 
To  bring  his  sowle  to  the  blysse  of  heven. 
For  he  was  a  gentyll  knight."  Andent  MaOad. 

**  HaU,  Bome,  victorious  in  thy  mourning  weeds ! 

«  «  •  •  • 

Thou  great  defender  of  this  Capital, 

Stand  gracious  to  the  rites  that  we  Intend!  — 
«  *  •  *  « 


/ 
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Behold  the  poor  remains  alive  and  dead ! 
These  that  survive  let  Rome  reward  and  love ; 
These  that  I  bring  unto  their  latest  home 
With  burial  amongst  their  ancestors : 
«  «  •  •  « 

Hake  way  to  lay  them  by  their  brethren. 

(.They  open  the  tonib.) 
These  gre«»t  In  silence  as  the  dead  are  wont, 
And  sleep  in  peace,  slain  in  your  country's  wars  I 
O,  sacred  receptacle  of  my  Jo3^, 

Sweet  cell  of  virtue  and  nobility" 

SuAKXspjBABiE's  "  TUtu  Ajuironitut." 

"  Lo,  the  leader  in  these  glorious  wars 
Now  to  glorious  burial  slowly  borne  — 


Lead  out  the  pageant,  sad  and  slow, 

Let  the  long,  long  procession  go, 

And  let  the  sorrowing  crowd  about  it  grow." 


TKNNY802r. 

Kearny  had  fallen,  one  of  those  men  to  whom  a  country 
could  look  for  saving  service  in  the  crisis  of  a  nation.  A  man 
who,  at  the  same  time,  realized  Chaucer's  idea  — 

'*  That  he  Is  gentil  that  doth  gentll  dedls  "  — 

as  well  as  that  of  Sir  Walter  Scott,  as  expressed  by  the  loss 
of  his  hero,  Roland  Grjsme  :  — 

"  He  wko  fights  well  must  have  &me  in  life  or  honor  in  death  "— 

one  of  those  men  Montgomery  had  in  his  eye  when  he  wrote  — 

"  Gashed  with  honorable  scars, 
Low  in  glory's  lap  they  lie. 
Though  they  fell,  they  fell  like  stars, 
Streaming  splendor  through  the  sky." 

Like  CRoarwELL  and  Napoleon,  and  many  other  great  soldiers, 
his  spirit  passed  away  amid  the  turmoil  of  the  tempest ;  in  hia 
case  a  tempest  of  the  elements  as  well  as  of  men,  as'  if  nature, 
in  convulsion,  sympathized  with  the  conflict  of  human  passion. 
At  the  very  moment  that  he  died,  he  seemed  to  stand  upon 
the  threshold  of  a  grand  future,  for  ho  part  which  a  man  can 
be  called  upon  to  play,  is  so  grand  as  that  of  a  great  general, 
to  whom  Heaven  accords  the  glory  of  preserving  his  country, 
and  maintaining  the  rights  of  the  people ;  for,  says  Deckjer, 
the  most  practical  and  concisely  cojoiprehensive  of  all  military 
writers,  "  A  great  captain  is  the  greatest  gift  which  God  can 
vouchsafe  to  a  nation."  It  does  not  always  require  the  explicit 
language  of  official  commission  to  designate  the  man  to  whom 
the  leading  staff  will  be  intrusted  when  a  catyclism  occurs; 
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when  a  man  is  found  whose  whole  life  has  been  consistent, 
resplendent,  indicative  of  combined  energy,  ability  and  intre- 
pidity. In  the  words  of  a  world-wide  known  writer,  words 
applied  to  Harold,  the  great,  popular  Saxon  King  of  England, 
*'  The  final  greatness  of  a  fortunate  man  is  rarely  made  by  any 
violent  effort  of  his  own.  He  has  sown  the  seed  in  the  time 
foregone,  and  the  ripe  time  brings  up  the  harvest.  His  fate 
seems  taken  out  of  his  own  control ;  and  greatness  seems  thrust 
upon  him.  He  has  made  himself,  as  it  were,  a  want  to  the 
nation,  a  thing  necessary  to  it ;  he  has  identified  himself  with 
his  age,  and  in  the  wreath  of  the  crown  on  his  brow,  the  age 
itself  seems  to  put  forth  its  flower."  How  eminently  true, 
however,  in  its  highest  signification,  is  this  applicable  to  Grant, 
whose  greatness  Kearny  dimly  foresaw  or  estimated  while  his 
star  was  just  rising  above  the  horizon  of  the  mass  of  military 
appointments,  and  how  fully  realized  in  his  election  to  the 
Presidency,  exactly  as  Harold  was  elected  Basileus  (King)  of 
England. 

Rjirely  an  event  occurs  of  general  importance  which  does  not 
confirm  the  adage  that  "  coming  events  cast  their  shadows 
before,"  and  public  opinion  —  like  those  rumors  which  often  fill 
the  air,  yet  are  not  susceptible  of  being  traced  to  any  particular 
source  —  seem  gradually  to  have  embraced  the  conviction  that 
the  man  best  fitted  to  command  the  Army  of  the  Republic,  the 
"  Army  of  the  Potomac,"  was  that  one-armed  Philip  Kearny, 
who  combined  in  a  very  great  degree  the  indomitable  constancy 
or  will  of  U.  S.  Grant  ;  the  fiery  energy  and  dash  of  Prtiup 
Sheridan;  the  personal  courage  and  winning  manners  of 
Hooker  ;  the  practical  strategy  and  foresight  of  William 
Starke  Rosecrans;  and  the  cultivated  mind  and  military 
information  of  Meade.  According  to  the  testimony  of  inti- 
mate friends,  one  the  principal  adviser  of  General  Kearny  — 
one  who  had  the  best  opportunity  of  knowing  every  fact  con- 
nected with  the  last  twelve  months  of  Philip  Kearny's  career 
—  the  command  of  the  Armv  of  the  Potomac  would  have  been 
given  to  Kearny  had  he  survived  a  few  days  longer  to  assume 
that  responsible  position ;  to  which  it  was  deemed  that  Pope 
had  proved  himself  unequal,  and  to  wliich  the  supreme  authority 
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was  most  unwilling  to  restore  UcGlbllak;  yes,  was  almost 
bumiliatod  in  being  compelled  to  restore  McCi.bllan.*  Pops 
conld  not  retain  the  command  einee,  weighed  in  Uie  balance  of 
prejudice  —  unjustly  weighed  —  he  had  been  found  wanting, 
uurificed  in  a  measure  as  another  patriot  was  subsequently  snc- 
rificed  —  in  the  opinion  of  another  general  as  personally  brave 
fta  Genera!  Kbarnt,  betrayed  as  well  as  sacrificed  —  his  failui-e 
was  attributed  not  to  those  who  had  been  the  active  or  passive 
causes  of  it,  but  to  himself. 

KitABvT  died  impressed  with  the  false  idea  that  he  was  the 
object  of  neglect  and  injustice  on  the  part  of  those  in  whose 
Opinion  he  stood 'the  highest;  in  the  estimate  of  the  peoplk, 
and  in  the  judgment  of  those  who  represented  the  people. 
Never  was  a  man  more  greatly  self- deceived.  Chafing  nnder 
the  wrongs  of  little  minds,  tempororarily  invested  with  power 
to  wound  his  sensitive  nature,  he  did  not  look  abroad  beyond 
the  narrow  circle  which  hemmed  him  in  with  its  unintelligent 
lethargy  ^  harder  to  bear  than  open  animosity  —  to  the  great 
mind  of  the  great  people,  who,  in  Abkahau  Lincolk,  had  its 
rugged,  truthfnl,  apt  expression. 

At  the  very  moment  when  that  fatal  single  shot  or  volley 
struok  down  the  "  bravest  of  the  brave,  and  the  most  perfect 
■oldier,"  a  letter  was  lying  in  the  War  Department,  signed  by 
the  Assistant  Secretary,  ready  for  transmission,  and  which  was 
fbnr&rded  after  bis  death,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy : 


ff  t^pratton  of  Qvn 


■avsnUDDi  ol  Pops  ardaabrdli 
IT  His  mtl  nUte  at  tffiitn  to  b 


•P  from  t/te  piHtatUi 
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"  WAR  DEPARTMENT,       ) 
"  Washingtox,  September  1st,  1863. ) 

••  Sib  —  The  Secretary  of  War  directs  me  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 

your  note  of  August  23d,  warmly  urging  that  Major-General  Eearxt  be 

assigned  to  one  of  the'oorps  d'armee,  to  be  formed  from  the  new  levies.    In 

reply,  the  Secretary  instructs  me  to  say  that  he  knows  no  one  more  capable 

and  worthy  of  command  than  Major-General  Keabnt,  and  that,  on  tbe 

re-organization  of  the  army»  he  will  endeavor  to  assign  him  a  position  com- 

mesurate  with  his  eminent  merits  and  distinguished  services." 

*'  I  have  no  warrant  to  state,"  continues  Cortlandt  Parkeb, 

Esq.,  Kearxy's  counsel,  friend  and  biographer,  "  and  yet  there 

is  satisfactory  ground  for  believing  that  even  a  higher  position 

than  tliat  alluded  to,  namely,  the  command  of  tbe  '  Army  of 

the  Potomac,'  would  have  been  his,  had  he  lived  long  enough 

to  take  Pope's  place.     Mr.  Stanton  had  ceased  to  have  respect 

for  the  ability  of  General  McClellan.     With  that  great  man 
««««>#♦♦♦* 

halting   and   timorous  hesitation   and  procrastination  had  no 

favor,  while  bravery,  skill  and  constant  success  like  KeabnVs 

had  overcome  original  prejudice  and  detraction,  and  converted 

him  into  admiration  and  confidence.     In  a  letter  under  his  own 

hand  to  Mrs.  Kearny,  he  says:  *  His  devoted  patriotism,  heroic 

courage,  a!ul  distinguished   military  skill,  had  secured  to  him 

the  confidence  and  admiration  of  the  government,  and  endeared 

him  to  the  people  of  the  United  States,  who  mourn  his  loss.'  * 

•  But  lnngun(!e  will  vainly  endeavor  to  describe  the  grief,  either  of  the  array 
or  the  people,  at  this  sad  event.  Both  had  long  been  intelligent  observers  of 
his  career— the  army,  through  dally  opportunity,  the  people,  in  spite  of  his 
contempt  of  newspaper  fame,  and  of  the  fulsome  efforts  made  by  so  many  offi- 
cers, or  their  friends,  to  extol  their  merits  while  ignoring  those  of  others. 
Tliey  knew  lilm  to  be  the  savior  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  conse- 
quently of  the  country,  on  various  occasions  —  at  Williamsburg,  by  rushing 
on  the  field  at  the  moment  of  almost  complete  defeat,  after  jamming  his  way 
for  liours  through  miles  of  encumbering  masses,  and  by  his  skill,  rapidltr* 
and  personal  exposure,  snatching  splendid  victory  out  of  the  very  Jaws  of 
defeat;  at  Fair  Oaks,*  by  stopping  the  demoralized  retreat  of  the  divisions 


•  Fair  Oaks.— Skdowick  came.  Hookkb  and  Kearny  came  — Hooker  with  the  2i 
New  Hampshire  and  the  I.st  and  11th  Massachusetts;  Ksarxy  loilh  the  life  blood  of  ^''V 
JtTffy,  frrnir  rnrn,  all  of  them.  They  ralU*^  for  a  desperate  charge—  one  which  has  deter- 
mination In  It.  trhm  rcert/  man  ferls  that  hf  ^andu  at  the  gatercay  of  centuries,  as  Leoxipa* 
stfMxt  at  Thfrmn§tjfl(e.  Twenty-four  cannon,  additional,  were  broufcht  up.  The  united 
divisions,  firm  and  unyieldini;  as  the  Kranite  of  their  native  mountains,  moved  to  tbe 
charjD*—  onwnnl.  rlifht  onward,  unheedinfl:  death  or  life !  They  came  upon  the  enemy  11«« 
a  thunderlH>It  —  bore  down  the  living  masses  in  fVont  as  if  they  were  automatons— f*n* 
thi'm  rtvinjf  over  the  field,  and  captured  twelve  pieces  of  arlilery ;  one  brigade,  inclodlng 
throe  n»a:imenu»:  also  Col.  Pknoleti^x.  of  the  Lvtuisiana  battalion,  and  Ex-Oon«Te9«"*° 
I.AMAX.  of  the  1st  t.»eonria  regiment.  It  was  the  dnale.  The  enemy  was  defeated  at  la-t 
He  had  come  on  with  high  hopes ;  he  retired  discorndtted.  It  was  a  brilliant  victory.  U 
inspirited  our  troope. 


BIOGRAPHT  OF  iUJOR-GESElUL  PUttIP  KEARNY. 


iiy 


And,  again:  'His  Iiigli  appreciation  by  this  Department  ivns 
Hhown  by  tlie  rank  he  liad  won  by  long  services  and  many  f"!!!- 
IflDt  deeds,  which  would  have  been  ackuowledged  by  siill  higher 
eommand,  if  he  had  not  fullcn  on  the  field  of  Chaiitilly.' 

At  first  it  was  supposed  and  generally  believed  that  Kkarxv 
had  been  taken  prisoner.  The  hope  of  the  soldiery  had  bouii 
father  to  the  thought.  A  few  short  hours,  however,  dissipated 
the  doubt.     His  body,*  on  the  morning  of  September  2d,  was 


of  OxrCR  and  Casey,  withstand  I  ng  the  oxntlant  rBboli  pieiwlog  on  to  Ilie 
dvalractlon  of  bU  tlie  (roaps  theu  ou  tl^  Rlcbmnnd  side  o(  tbe  Cblrkalioiii- 
lay,  UcUl  Uie  nrrlvnl  of  Humneu  reahjied  Ihe  eqUHllly  of  □□mberg,  aod  enu- 
bkd  UB  to  enlD  tbe  vleloryof  UiBneitdny;  on  the  New  Market  road,  by  iignlu 
nisfalliK  In  ut  tbe  critical  moment  itnil  heating  book  tne  trlamplmut  maaiiM  of 
the  pursolug  rebels;  tbey  dow  saw  tilm  at  llie  aeoond  Mauasnas,  on  the  flrst 
dAjr, cbMiking  tbe  en«niyuner  at)  others  bad  Irled  witliuat  huccvsb.  almost 

,4rMt>K  tbem  boclc,  and  Buitolnlnfi  Uie  unequal  conleat  wlUi  their  heavy 
nMrveatlU  nlgbi  clus«d  tlie  combat;  on  theMecond  day,  standing  till  10  p.  h., 
Uie  rear  guard  of  our  retreat,  coverlug  it,  and  at  last  himsel/  retiring  to  lake 
hU  place  in  camp,  in  front  of  the  advancing  Confederoteit ;  and  flnally,  at 
Chantltly,  nfler  pagelug  from  front  to  rear  (that  Is,  (Tom  opposing  the  enemy 
In  ttont,  to  opposing  the  same  enemy  la  the  opposite  direction),  losing  hla 
lueKlnutble  life  in  driving  ofT  the  untiring  Jackson  from  eutting  onrcomnia- 
uleatlons  —  a  ts>k  which  hla  lieutenant,  Uirnev,  whose  whole  experience  In 
nnrbad  been  under  him,  performed.  Bo  that  lo  Keabny's  division  again  was 
doe  the  safely  of  the  dlBcomttlvd  army.  They  anw  elsewhere,  from  HcClvX;- 
TJ*  down,  personal  Jealoiwles  and  peraonal  vlewa  Interfering  with  anil 
tcatralnlug  the  energy  of  offlcers  who  should  bare  khowfi  nothing  but  their 

'dntraod  the^euemy,  wblle  Keabhv  was  always  reliable,  and.  wben  diinger 
wna  KraM«st  was  always  there.  And  so  they  moarned  tor  hira,  not  with  grief 
only,  bat  with  fear.  For  where,  where  wasthore  then  such  another  T  Hookbr 
had  bis  bravery,  hut  not  bis  skill.  Besides  those  two.  what  generals  ot  that 
tine.  In  that  army,  were  fitmous  either  fur  military  skill  or  self  sncriflcoT 
And  the  exulting  were  more  successful  than  everl  The  North  lay,  to  all 
■ppearance,  at  tlielr  mercy,  (C0RTI.AJIUT  I'ARKBit'S '■  Piuup  Kkxkky,  Soldier 
and  Patriot,"  pp,  4(M1.) 


'n.  D.  C,  la  July,  lesi,  from 
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Bent  in  to  the  Union  lines,  his  horse,  saddle  and  sword  were 
likewise  subsequently  returned,*  but  his  person  had  been  rifled 
and  no  doubt  of  articles  of  value,  for  it  appears  to  be  an 
acknowledged  fact,  that  Kearny  usually  carried  large  sun^a  of 
money  upon  him ;  money  which  he  always  used  with  lavish 
generosity  to  relieve  the  wants  of  our  own  soldiers,  and  had 
often  been  expended  in  alleviating  the  necessities  of  rebels  and 
enemies. 

General  Hookeb  has  oflen  alluded  to  the  fact  that  Robebt 
E.  Lee  sent  in  Keakny's  body  and  effects  to  Aim,  as  an  act  of 
intentional  courtesy.  If  so,  the  choice  of  Hooker  was  most 
appropriate,  for  of  all  his  brethren  in  arms,  there  was  not  one 
who  was  more  highly  appreciated,  or  was  more  greatly  esteemed 
•  by  the  fallen  hero.  They  had  fought  side  by  side,  they  had 
borne  the  heaviest  burden  and  the  hottest  heat  of  the  day 
together,  and,  in  one  of  the  hardest,  if  not  the  hardest,  conflict 
they  had  passed  through.  Hooker,  almost  in  extremity,  had 
sent  forth  a  despairing  cry  for  succor,  addressed  not  to  those 
most  near,  not  to  those  most  able  to  give  it,  but  to  that  man, 
the  farthest  from  him,  whom  he  knew,  that,  if  manhood  and 

•Willie  It  must  be  conceded,  that,  according  to  received  opinion,  Kearny's  remains 
were  ireutiKl  with  the  highest  respect  by  thuse  Into  whose  hands  they  fell,  and  that  Robekt 
£.  Lku  evlnct>(l  a  generous  conduct  In  this  regard,  the  following  quotation  L<s  entitled  to  a 
place.  It  is  an  ex*ract  ftrom  •*  Field  and  Camp."  "  by  an  offlcer,"  and  published  In  BeotfM 
Monthly  (a  Georgia)  Magazine,  transmitted  ttovn  Kentucky  to  the  writer:  — 

I'  JuAt  berure  dark,  an  ambulance  came  up  and  deposited  a  dead  man  in  a  house  near  by. 
Ho  proved  to  he  MaJor-CJeneral  Phil.  Kbabny,  U.  S.  A.  During  the  fight,  he  had  aod- 
dentally  ridden  on  one  of  our  regiments,  when  the  men  called  out  to  him  to  surrender. 
Disrei^arding  this,  he  suddenly  wheeled  his  horse  about  and  attempted  to  gallop  off,  when 
he  WU.S  shot,  and  died  almost  immediately.  lie  had  lost  an  arm  in  Mexico  —  was  a  lanje 
handsome  man,  and,  as  he  lay  there  buttoned  up  in  hiH  unirorm,  presented  a  spleodid 
Bp«>clmen  of  physical  strength.  Otir  men.  of  course,  crowded  around  to  sec  ft*Yankee  gen- 
eral. One  poor,  ragged,  barefooted  fellow,  cast  a  longing  look  at  the  fine  cavalry  boots  he 
had  on,  remarking,  as  he  did  so:  *  Number  nines— Jast  fit  me,'  and  turned  away,  no  doubt 
thinking  it  a  great  hardship  that  he  was  not  permitted  to  appropriate  them  to  his  own 
use.'* 

The  following  paragraph  from  the  same  article  would  lead  the  reader  to  suppose  that 
the  treatment  of  our  dead  at  this  time  depended  on  individuals,  rather  than  on  the  q>ii1t 
which  animated  some  of  the  enemy:  — 

"  I  was  very  tired,  and  as  all  was  quiet,  laid  still.  Presently  I  heard  one  of  the  men 
remark  to  another, '  Do  you  believe  a  hog  would  eat  a  dead  Yankee  T '  *  No,  I  don't,'  saki 
the  other.  ♦  Well,  look  there,'  was  the  reply.  I  looked  also.  There  were  two  dead  Yan- 
kees l}^ing  close  to  the  fence.  They  had  been  killed  by  shells,  and  were  badly  blown  to 
pieces.  One  had  his  breast  torn  open,  and  the  greater  portion  of  the  liver  waS  banging 
out.  Two  or  three  hogs  were  at  work  on  it,  tearing  it  to  pieces,  and  eating  awar^^ 
great  sattsfbction." 

Does  this  need  comment  ? 
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Boldierebip  could  SHve  blni,  would  DvercDme  every  obstacle,  and 
be  in  time  to  do  so.  HooKEB-has  often  reverted,  with  gi'eat 
feeling,  to  the  fact  that  Keakny'b  corpse  was  consigned  to  his 
friendly  hands,  and  the  writer  records  the  fact  with  the  greater 
pleasure,  since  the  last  person  to  whom  he  was  introduced  by 
his  lamented  cousin  was  Joseph  IIooeer,  whose  "  Battle  above 
the  Clonds,"  the  capture  of  the  formidable  positions  on  the 
Bummtt  of  Lookout  Mountain,  as  extraordinary  an  exploit  as 
the  theatre  of  the  action  was  extraordinary,  has  invested  his 
RohteTement  with  a  romiintic  interest  of  which  scarcely  any 
i4tthisr  event  of  the  war  is  susceptible. 


I 

Thei 


attAtry  Aa^dd  blgb. 


Our  '9gliUp( '  Hqoker  w 


^ere  is  nothing  which  makes  so  deep  an  impression  ttpon 
those  who  have  loved  and  lost,  as  the  fact  that  it  matters  not 
trlio  disappears  from  the  ranks  of  the  living,  no  matter  how 
high  in  intellect,  or  exalted  in  position,  or  extensive  in  influence, 
nature  evinces  no  knowledge  of  the  accident,  and  no  sympathy 
with  the  event.  Poets  and  historians  have  endeavorod  to  con- 
nect convulsions  of  nature  with  the  fall  of  great  men,  but  It  is 
doubtful  if  any  can  be  authenticated,  since  the  "  Prince  of  life 
yielded  np  the  ghost,"  and  the  "  Light  of  the  world,"  as  far 

1  regarded  the  garb  of  humanity,  was  extinguished.  Still 
curious  coincidences  do  occur,  and  one  of  these  distinguished 
the  hour  when  Kkaknt  fell.  Everything  was  invested  with 
the  deepest  gloom.  A  tearful  storm  burst  upon  the  field  with 
unusual  violence  and  unseasonable  rigor,  bringing  in  premature 
darkness.  As  Bcmas  says  of  Preuss-Eylau,  "  sudden  night " 
The  fortune  of  the  country  seemed  enshrouded  in  gloom 
and  at  its  lowest  ebb ;  the  popular  military  idol  had  proved  him- 
self unworthy  of  confidence;  the  wiliest  politician,  grown  gray 

,  studying  the  expressions  of  human  inconsistencies,  had 
uttered  the  falsest  prophecies  and  the  most  delusive  hopes. 
tha  shepherds  and  watch-dogs  were  both  at  &utt,  and  eventa 
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had  proved  that  the  Bolution  of  the  problem  was  not  with 
them,  nor  within  the  scope  of  their  control  or  comprehension. 
Thenceforward  the  question  was  to  rest  with  the  People,  It 
was  the  crisis  of  the  fate  of  the  Nation.  Almost  in  despair, 
men,  thoughtful  men,  began  to  look  alone  to  God  as  the  arbiter. 
They  began  to  feel  that  eternal  justice  must  be  propitiated 
before  we  could  hope  for  success.  Lincoln,  never  leading,  but 
always  being  propelled  by  the  people,  saw  this.  Slavery  was 
the  curse  of  our  nation,  and  the  origin  of  all  our  difficulties. 
Then  the  nation  bowed  to  His  will,  who  alone  can  ^'  give  us  help 
from  trouble ;  for  vain  is  the  help  of  man.''  Emancipation  was 
the  solution.  The  people,  moved  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  which 
is  Liberty,  willed  it :  Lincoln  decreed  it.  Then  was  realized 
the  promise,  that  "  through  God  we  shall  do  valiantly ;  for  He 
it  is  that  shall  tread  down  our  enemies."  Then  night  fled,  and 
morning  broke. 

At  this  crisis,  the  darkest  hour,  that  darkest  hour  which 
always  precedes  the  dawn  of  a  new  day,  Kearny  fell.  The 
sun  of  his  day,  on  that  dismal  first  evening  of  the  autumn  of 
1862,  sank  shrouded  in  gloom,  as  if  the  great  light  of  the  uni- 
verse veiled  its  face  from  the  fall  of  such  lights  as  Stevens  and 
Kearny,  and  the  kindred  spirits  who  perished  at  the  climax, 
sacrifices  to  redeem  their  country.  On  the  morning  of  Septem- 
ber 2d,  the  sun  rose  again  unclouded,  as  if  the  propitiation  had 
been  accepted,  and  shone  in  all  its  splendor,  while  the  honored 
remains  of  the  hero  were  restored  to  his  mourning  friends. 

Four  days  later  they  lay  in  state,  in  his  residence  at  Bell 
Grove,  opposite  Newark,  filled  with  the  gems  pf  art  with  which 
the  taste  of  the  living  man  had  surrounded  himself.  But  the 
most  glorious  object  there,  amid  that  profusion  of  precious 
things,  was  the  body  of  the  slain  warrior,  with  his  remaining 
arm  pressing  to  his  bosom  that  exquisite  sword  *  which  he  had 
won  at  the  price  of  the  absent  limb. 


*  In  connection  with  this  **  ezqnlsite  sword,"  the  reader's  attention  is  Invited  to  three 
documents  following  this  chapter.  The  firtt^  "  Sword  Presentation  (br  Kearny's  Services, 
in  Mexico,"  was  kindly  fUrnlshed  by  Mr.  Thomas  S.  Townskxd,  who  deserves  to  become 
Ikmous  for  his  compilation  of  a  stupendous  Cyclopedia  of  newspaper  articles  in  conncc- 
lion  with  the  "Slaveholders'  Rebellion,"  which.  In  itself,  is  equal  to  a  large  library  on  that 
subject.   It  should  constltat«  a  portion  of  Chapter  XII,  and  precede  the  ooncToding  pan* 
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Hia  funeral  can  never  be  forgotten  by  an  eye-witness.  Words 
cannot  do  justice  to  it,  for  it  was  sublime  in  the  spontaiieoua 
exhibition  of  the  grief,  respect,  and  love  exhibited  by  the  popn- 
Ution  of  a  huge  city.  It  was  a  marvel,  not  in  vfhat  was 
ordered,  but  in  what  was  not  decreed.  His  obBei)uiea  were 
those  which  in  Europe  are  only  accorded  to  a  king  and  a  con- 
queror. I,et  the  relative  bu  silent ;  let  the  faithful  fi-ieiid  tell  tlie 
rest.  Ue  has  indeed  told  the  truth,  and  tears  almost  slart  in 
the  eyes  at  the  perusal  of  his  pages,  linked  with  the  recollection 
of  those  mourning  drops  npon  the  cheeks  of  tens  of  thousands, 
whose  honest  tears  accompanied  and  followed  the  corpse  of 
New  Jersey's  most  brilliant  soldier,  the  son  of  her  adoption, 
but  the  son  of  her  deepest  love, 

"  It  is  impossible  to  forget  his  funeral,  or  to  refrain  from  re- 
calling here  its  striking  circumstances.  Intended  to  be  simplo 
nnd  quiet  in  the  extreme,  the  people  willed  it  to  be  an  oocasioa 
of  most  solemn  grief.'and  wonld  not  be  restrained  from  the 
privilege  of  being  mourners.  Crowds  daily  thronged  his  man- 
nion,  while  the  dead  hero  lay  awaiting  burial,  his  bronzed 
features  seeming  to  smile  defiance  even  of  the  last  conqueror. 
The  city  anthorities  of  Newark  almost  compelled  the  procession 
to  cross  the  Passaic,  and  traverse  the  streets  of  the  city ;  while 
deep  bulls  tolled,  and  wailing  music  thrilled  the  air.  And,  roosft 
aflecting  of  all,  from  the  eutrance  of  the  cortege  into  the  city 
till  it  reached  the  point  of  departure  from  it,  spontaneously, 
irrepressibly,  in  solemn  silence,  except  for  the  tears  .ind  sobs  of 
many,  came  forth  a  crowd  of  people,  of  all  ages  and  each  sex, 
reverently  baring  their  heads  in  presence  of  the  dead  for  which 
they  hud  stood  hours  in  waiting,  as  orderly  and  as  carefully 
placed  as  il'  under  military  directions,  yet  entirely  unregulated 


BO  Ompiera  XVI.,  XVU..  XVIU,,  XIX..  lo  wtiloh  It  refcrs,  n 
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by  authority  —  an  army  of  mourners  testifying  thus  the  depth 
of  their  grief,  and  their  appreciation  of  their  hero's  services. 
On  no  occasion,  except  the  funeral  of  Lincoi^,  was  such  regard, 
within  my  knowledge,  manifested.  And  so  he  was  borne  to 
the  venerable  yard  where  his  father  and  his  dead,  darling  boy 
lay.  The  magnificent  service  of  its  cathedral  church  was 
chanted  over  his  remains.  The  final  salute  echoed  through  the 
great  city,  startling  the  speculations  of  its  busy  exchange. 
There  he  lies,  not  mouldering,  but  embalmed,  while  his  memory 
is  embalmed  in  the  hearts  of  his  countrymen." 

"Four  days  later"  —  is  the  corroborative  language  of  an 
eloquent  writer  and  acute  observer  —  '*all  Newark  was  in  tears 
as  the  long  funeral  cortege  filed  slowly  through  the  streets, 
bearing  to  his  honored  burial  her  most  brilliant  son ;  nay,  the 
bravest,  the  ablest  and  most  accomplished  soldier  that  had  as 
yet  poured  out  his  life-blood  on  any  battle-field  of  the  great 
war.  Trinity  church,  in  the  metropolis,  was  opened.  The 
coffin,  with  the  sword  and  trappings  of  the  deceased,  was  placed 
in  the  main  aisle ;  the  service  was  read,  and  then  the  choir 
poured  over  the  vast  assembly  those  sublime  words  of  Mendels- 
sohn's '  St.  Paul :'  '  Happy  and  blessed  are  they  which  have 
endured ;  yea,  blessed  and  happy  are  they.' 

"  The  massive  portal  of  the  family  tomb  was  opened,  the 
coffin  and  its  load  of  sacred  dust  laid  away  for  its  perpetual 
rest  beside  a  soldier  kindred  in  blood  and  qualities ;  while  the 
wails  of  martial  music  and  the  thrice-repeated  volleys  showed 
that  no  mark  of  respect,  no  sign  of  woe,  was  wanting  in  the 
funeral  ceremony. 

"  *  Sach  honors  Iliam  to  her  hero  paid. 

Then  peacefhl  slept  the  mighty  Hector^s  shade.* 

"  General  Keaeny  fell  in  the  dimmest  and  gloomiest  hour  of 
the  great  struggle.  Two  weeks  more  of  life  and  he  would  have 
seen  a  noble  .stroke  falling  full  on  the  rebel  crest "  at  South 
Mountain,  and  three  days  after  that  again,  had  Hooker  been 
supported  as  Kearny  had  ever  supported  Hooker,  such  soldier- 
ship and  leadership  as  the  former  ever  evinced  would  have  made 
Antietam  what  it  should  have  been,  what  it  must  have  been 
with  any  effi>rt  of  true  generalship  —  the  decisive  battle  of  the 
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war  at  the  East,  a  Gettysburg,  with  consequences  as  awful  to 
the  rebels  as  the  diacoiufitare  of  tbelr  hopes,  their  plans  and 
their  eSorts  had  been  complete,  "  Impetuous,  fiery,  sanguine, 
and  brave  almost  to  recklessness,  it  was  his  misfortune  to  he 
commanded,  during  the  year  of  his  service  in  our  war,  and  the 
last  of  his  military  career,  by  men  for  whose  military  ability  lie 
seemed  to  feei  only  a  mutilated  respect.  Though  at  no  time 
permitted  to  engage  in  a  decisive  battle,  and  generally  leading 
a  forlorn  hope  or  fighting  against  time  till  reenforcements  came, 
or  called  to  restore  a  shattered  front,  or  to  make  a.  retreat  sullen 
and  dangerous,  General  KEAiun;  in  no  instance  failed  to  execute 
the  precise  duly  which  the  commanding  general  e^ipected  of 
him.  At  Williamsburg  he  was  ordered  to  hasten  to  the  front 
and  support  Hooker.  He  reached  the  front  by  exertions  the 
most  strenuous,  and  he  did  more  than  merely  support  IIooKEit, 
sured  HoOKBR.'  At  Fur  Oaks,  al'ler  Casev's  division  had 
crumbled  under  the  impact  of  the  rebel  force,  be  nrresied  the 
rout,  stayed  the  enemy's  advance,  fell  back  in  order  when  sorely 
pressed,  and  held  the  field  till  the  heavy  reiinforciiig  column 
from  the  north  bank  could  reach  the  scene  and  retake  the  ground. 
In  the  Seven  Days'  retreat  he  was  vigilant,  firm  and  defiant, 
protesting  at  every  step  of  retrograde  and  making  the  enemy 
pay  dear  for  every  advantage  gained.  At  Groveton,  his  fighting 
and  the  ground  he  twice  wrested  from  the  clinch  of  liiroNKWALL 
Jackson  is  the  one  brilliant  jewel  on  the  sackcloth  of  disaster. 
Chantilly  is  redeemed  from  obscurity  and  made  fascinating, 
though  not  emblazoned  with  positive  victory,  by  the  story  of 
spirited  defense,  the  brave  front  he  opposed  to  disaster,  and 
the  nncalculating  courage  with  which,  in  that  lowering  night- 
fell,  he  dashed  out  through  the  unknown  forest,  resolved  to 
master  the  situation  though  the  reconnotssance  might  cost  him 
his  life  —  as  it  did. 

"Pnn.ip  Kearxt's  place  in  the  Array  of  the  Potomac  was 
never  made  good.  His  mantle  felt  on  no  man's  shoulders. 
Brave  men  and  brilliant  men  rose  after  him,  and  fought  well 
and  died  well.  The  face  of  the  country  was  made  historical  by 
great  battles,  from  the  Susquehanna  to  the  Appomattox.  But 
0  such  figure  as  his  careered  with  knightly  grace  Id  front  of 
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the  serried  battle-line ;  no  voice  like  his  to  ring  above  the  roar 
pf  the  cannon ;  no  spirit  so  potent  as  his,  whether  to  sustaiu 
men  through  disaster  or  cheer  them  on  to  victory ! " 

Consigned  to  the  family  vault  in  Trinity  churchyard,  his 
remains  were  deposited  by  the  side  of  two  of  his  relatives, 
who,  like  him,  had  held  commissions  from  their  country  in  a 
previous  war ;  one  gf  whom  was  a  cavalry  officer,  with  a  record 
almost  as  resplendent  as  his  (Keabnt's)  own,  one  who  had  pre- 
ceded him  as  an  aid  on  the  staff  of  Major-General  Scott.  At 
the  same  time,  a  staff  officer  in  one  of  the  regiments  which  had 
occupied  the  ground  around  Arlington  House,  up  to  the  time 
that  Keabny  assumed  the  command  of  his  famous  New  Jersey 
First  Brigade,  and  now  formed  pai*t  of  the  funeral  escort,  was 
another  cousin  who  had  won  his  warm  regard,  and  received  the 
highest  approbation  of  his  superior  for  gallant  service  at  the 
First  Bull  Run,  a  brother  of  Ebabnt's  Volunteer  Aid  at  Wil- 
liamsburg. 

One,  however,  was  wanting  at  his  funeral  whom  the  dead 
warrior  held  in  the  highest  respect  and  regarded  as  the 
first  general  of  his  time.  This  was  Lieutenant-General  Win- 
field  Scott.  The  veteran  commander's  letter,  however, 
sufficiently  explains  the  reason  of  his  absence.  Brief  as  it  is, 
the  concluding  sentence  is  such  a  glorious  testimonial  to  the 
worth  of  the  deceased,  that  it  might  be  selected  almost  without 
the  change  of  a  word  as  the  most  appropriate  inscription  for  a 
monument  to  Keabny. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  American  people,  Lieutenant-General 
Scott  must  always  occupy  a  place  in  the  first  rank  of  their 
military  leaders  —  between  Lieutenant-General  or  General  (it  is 
questionable  if  the  latter  title  was  ever  actually  conferred) 
Washington,  and  Lieutenant-General,  afterward  General, 
Grant.  Neither  the  services  of  the  Father  of  his  Country,  in 
establishing  the  nation,  nor  those  of  Gbant,  in  preserving  it, 
can  lessen  the  glory  of  the  "  hero  of  two  wars,**  who  maintain- 
ed the  national  honor  amid  so  many  doubtful  issues  on  our 
northern  frontiers,  and  carried  "  Old  Glory  "  through  obstacles 
apparently  insurmountable,  to  a  consummate  triumph  in  Mexico. 
No  one  was  capable  of  forming  a  juster  estimate  of  Ksabny 
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than  Lieutenant-Geueral  Winfikld  Scorr,  for  it  was  in  the 
nitUtRry  fiiniily  of  that  accomplisbed  veteran  that  Krarxt  ac< 
quired  the  principles  of  the  acicuce  of  war,  and  it  was  under 
the  eye  of  that  intrepid  old  ion-leader  that  Kkarst  acliieved 
hia  most  notable  exploit,  leading  the  Balaklava  charge  of  the 
American  ohs  hundred  through  &n  army,  up,  if  not  into,  the 
8an  Antonio  gate  of  Alesico. 

The  closing  lines  of  Scott's  letter  of  regret  could  not  be 
stronger.  No  follower,  friend  or  relative  of  Keabny  could  ask 
them  lo  be  Btrouger. 

West  Porar,  Sept.  7, 1888. 

Drab  Sth:  I  s.m  murh  grieved  that  I  did  not  know  of  tlie  time  and 
pince  of  the  funeral  of  Jlnjor-Ueneral  Keahsy  till  the  receipt  of  your  note 
j-MtunUy  kbout  noon,  ivUeu  it  wua  impoBslble  for  me  to  reacii  New  York 
in  tims,  or,  cripple  tu)  I  am.  I  should  certainly  have  made  every  eflbrt  l« 
be  preaeal  to  aaaist  ia  Ao'iag  Uonor  to  the  memoiy  of  an  old  staff  officer  of 
■niae,  uid  recently  *  highly  dlstiogiiialied  Qenetal  —  (As  l»^ne*t  among  the 
brant  —  whom  the  whole  Union  ftditiirod  in  the  field  when  living,  and  now 
aoDmH  among  the  deaiL  /  loak  upon  hit  faU,  in  the  proaeut  groat  ciiais 
of  (he  war,  us  a  njUioaal  erUamity. 

Respect  fully  yours, 

WINPIELD  SOOTT. 

The  writer  has  received  two  letters  in  i-egard  to  the  death 
of  Major-General  Philip  Keaent,  which  clear  up  every  doubt 
as  to  the  manner  in  which  it  occurred.  The  first  is  from  an 
officer,  who,  in  consequence  of  his  modest,  unassuniiog  mannera 
is  scarcely  known  beyond  the  circle  in  which  he  moves,  and 
yet  that  officer  discharged  bis  duty  with  such  efBciency  as  to 
eii^t  the  grandest  testimonials  almost  ever  accorded  tu  a  staff 
officer.* 
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This  gentleman  is  Brevet-Colonel  W.  H.  PaikS,  of  the  Topo- 
graphical Staff  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  He  describes 
the  afternoon  and  evening  of  the  Ist  September,  1862,  as  the 
worst  he  remembered,  during  his  term  of  service.     The  storm 


the  army  occupies.    He  must  take  Barveys,  qQestlon  contrabands,  desertera  and  prisooos 
in  regard  to  roads,  bridges  and  fords,  draw  maps,  and  consult,  oftenar  oven  f^iMi  corps* 
oommaoders,  witb  tbe  *  Major-Oeneral  Commanding.'    In  a  word,  the  army  ts  often  da* 
pendent  upon  tbe  Judgment  of  tbls  one  captain.     A  fortnight  ago,  at  BpottaylTanla,  bs 
partly  discovered  and  partly  made  a  road,  where  four  miles  were  saved  in  moTing  troops 
from  right  to  left  of  line.    That  night,  amid  the  darkness  and  rain,  he  pUoted  over  tbk 
road  the  Becond  and  BLxth  Corps,  and  next  morning,  by  attack  and  sorprtoe.  we  captand 
twenty  guns  and  7,000  prisoners.    But  for  the  discovery  of  a  blind  brtdle-patti,  which  fifty 
pioneers  in  two  hours'  time  widened  and  improved  to  the  capacity  of  a  road  fit  for  sitfl- 
lery,  the  attack  which  resulted  so  suocessfolly  would  not  have  been  thought  practlcsbkt. 
VxcTOB  nuoo  attributes  the  timely  arrival  of  Bluchsb  at  Waterloo  to  a  happy  chbioe  bf 
a  subordinate  (a  country  lad)  of  the  rlgbt  road,  which  was.  but  a  halMeOned  path— ss 
much  do  battles  hinge  on  apparent  tri  vialties.  The  officer  I  have  been  t^ifc-t^iy  of—  a  mertwt 
man,  who  will  be  startled  beyond  composure  should  he  ever  see  this  — Is  Obtain  W.  H. 
Pains,  of  the  Topographical  Engineers,  en  appointee  flrom  civil  lifo."  In  igjs,  RovssKr  ^ 
page  172,  voL  IL)  of  his  "  Life  of  Lou  vois,"  the  great  war-minister  of  liouis  XIV  (in  whoa 
we  had  a  feeble  parallel  in  Btakton  as  to  capacity,  but  exact  in  energy  and  deepoCis 
prejudices),  represents  the  Pniscic  or  Condk  as  begging  **  that  one  Chamlat  may  be  sent 
to  comfort  or  assist  him,  as  he  knows  exactly  how  tado  so."    **  This  Csajd^t,  Bocsbxt 
remarks,  deserves  to  hold  a  much  higher  rank  or  consideration  in  the  military  histofy  ef 
Louis  XIV,  than  is  generally  conceded  to  him.    He  discharged  the  duties  of  Mandua 
OoMTOl  de*  LoffU  de  VArmee,  which  is  translated  in  technical  dicUonarite  **  Qoariemu*- 
ter-Oeneral."    This  does  not  by  any  means  express  his  peculiar  fttnctiona.    Tbe  dnticsof 
this  office  consisted  in  reconnoltering  the  routes  which  the  troops  were  to  follow,  the  en- 
campmeuts  which  they  were  to  occupy,  and,  on  occasion,  the  ground  on  which  they  were 
to  fight.    These  are  the  very  services  which  are  now  discharged  by  officers  of  the  general 
staff,  or,  with  us,  are  more  peculiarly  those  of  the  Topographical  Engineers.    Cmamlat 
possessed  the  genius  of  military  topography.    In  April,  1672,  when  Louvois  was  having 
the  routes  studied  out  by  which  the  armies  of  Louis  XIV  were  to  advance  to  attack  tbs 
forces  and  strong  places  of  Holland,  the  Duke  or  Luxemburg  wrote  to  him :  "  This,  sir, 
Is  a  report  whose  preparation  I  have  assigned  to  Sieub  de  CHA]fi«A.Y.    I  do  not  know 
him.  but,  perhaps,  he  is  the  most  proper  person  who  can  l>e  found  for  s\ich  a  du^.   Tht 
man  ij  a  living  map,  and  he  can  make  an  exact  map  of  any  ground,  even  if  he  has  only 
seen  It  once."    What  is  more,  Chamuit  was  an  honest  man  and  a  capable  one  ontside  of 
his  profession,  but  withal,  so  modest  that  he  did  not  seek  to  obtain  what  he  deserved. 
His  merit  naturally  compelled  its  recognition  and  impressed  capable  judges.    TTmxstss 
and  CoNDB  quarreled  to  get  hinx.    He  soon  won  the  coufidence  of  Louvois,  and  under 
him  became  a  second  minister  of  war.    After  the  death  of  Louvois,  Louis  XTV  wished 
to  make  him,  Cham  lay,  titular  minister  of  war.    Chami^t  relbsed.     Having  been  lb« 
ftlend  of  the  ftUher,  he  did  not  wish  to  supercede  the  son,  or  rather  he  would  only  accept 
the  burthensome  portion  of  the  inheritance;  the  business,  the  cures,  the  work;  leavfoc 
to  Baebezibux  the  honor  of  the  success,  the  distinction  of  the  ministerial  office,  and  tbe 
ei^oyment  of  the  power.    Cuamlat,  like  Vauran,  like  Catinat,  was  one  of  those  men 
BO  rarely  found,  at  once  full  of  intelligence  and  Integrity,  whom  any  one  can  praise  wiUi- 
out  distrust  (or  discount)  because  the  cynical  Baikt  Simon  has  praised  him;  one  whose 
constant  and  sincere  IMendshlp,  after  being  an  endorsement  for  Louvois,  living,  ron« 
tinues  an  an  honor  for  his  memory,  and  in  case  of  necessity,  a  shield  (or  jastifl cation).*'  If 
such  a  character  applies  to  any  one  man  more  than  another  in  the  armies  of  the  United 
Btat4W.  evoked  for  the  suppression  of  the  "  Slaveholders'  Rebellion."  it  belongs  to  tLs 
civlUan-«ipjx>lntment,    originally  a  surveyor,  Titular  Captain,  Additional  Aid-de-Gsmp 
Quids  and  Topographical  Engineer,  Brevet  Colonel  U.  B.  V.,  W.  H.  Paikk. 
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Was  60  violent  that,  then  and  there,  for  the  first  tinae,  he  found 
it  impossible  to  make  any  obBcrvations  or  take  any  notes. 

It  was  during  this  fearful  Btorm,  through  which  the  battlo 
continued  to  rage  until  the  enemy  were  repulsed  and  their  at- 
tempt to  flank  us  frustrated,  that  be  met  General  Keabny. 
The  following  is  his  statement  of  that  interview,  intensely  in- 
teresting becaUEB  be  or  General  Bikmei  were  the  last  with 
whom  Kearny  conversed  upon  earth: 

SxAB  OB!4EnAt. :  In  accordancB  with  your  re<iueBt,  Iwill  menlion  anch 
(drcDtastanceE  as  occurred  under  m;  own  obaerralion,  just  provkiue  to  the 
flcAth  at  the  brave  and  gallanl  General  Philip  Kbarnt  upon  (he  fluid 
t  tnttle,  kDowing  thst  anj  incldonl,  hoirever  trivial  in  itsoir,  which  tends 
O  throw  any  nddilionaJ  my  of  light  npon  the  events  of  the  last  Lonr  of 
me  whose  memory  all  dellifLt  to  honor,  wiU  be  appreciated,  and  by  none 
noTO  than  by  yonreelf. 

The  robel  General  Jackson's  troops  were  moving  on  the  Ist  of  Septem- 
tier.  two  days  after  the  bettlc  of  GrovuCon,  down  the  Littto  Hlver  turnpike, 
iritb  a  flank  well  extended  and  protected,  while  the  Union  army  n-na 
tatoving  npon  and  holding  the  road  leading  from  Centrevilie  and  inter- 
(ictioj  ll)e  Little  Blver  turnpike,  about  one  and  e,  half  miles  west  nf 
Pftlrfai  Court  House. 

GeneraJ  Reno's  Corps  was  moving  down  between  these  two  roads,  and, 
Iweominii  engaged  with  the  pnemy.  formed  in  line  of  battle  facing  the 
north.  It  soon  became  very  stormy  and  dark,  but  still  the  battle  raged, 
kud.,  as  it  progressed,  Oeuoral  Reno's  forces  moved  further  to  the  right, 
lag  the  ground  previously  held  by  Ids  left. 
On  riding  from  this  point,  I  found  General  KRAitHY.  vrith  his  command, 
ftboat  to  advance  from  the  rear  toward  this  vacated  poxition,  and  Informed 
^Im  that  it  wax  vacated,  and  that  his  own  left  and  front  were  uocoveied 
\ij  the  movement  of  General  Kgno's  troops.  lie  expressed  surprise,  and 
•^d  that,  tram  the  iuBtructiona  he  had  received,  he  thought  there  was  a 
jforoe  there  which  he  was  to  support,  if  necessary.  After  replying  to  Ma 
panieular  inquiries  as  to  who  I  was,  and  my  means  of  Information,  he 
added  that  it  oonSicI<<d  both  with  his  instructions  and  other  Information 
Tecslved ;  bat  if  true,  was  very  important  for  him  to  know.  I  then  left 
I  learned,  subsequently,  that  hu  went  forward  immediately,  and 
flame  tmon  ni>on  the  enemy,  by  whom  he  was  shot. 

We  all  know  of  his  personal  bravery  and  courage,  and  are  not  surprised 
ftt  the  idea  of  his  braving  the  danger  of  a  personal  reooimoissance  to  ascer- 
tain the  relative  position  of  the  enemy  to  oor  own  Iroops,  whon  that  point 
n  doubt  and  the  knowledge  of  vital  importance. 
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encoontered  Birxxt.     The  particulars   were   thus  given  by 
General  Bisxxt,^  his  valuable  subordinate,  afterward  himself 


*  **  On  Rttchlac  the  (Md.  near  the  Tillage  of  CSLantllly,  General  Biskxt,  by  ordcfs  from 
General  Kbabxt.  reported  to  General  Rkvo.  and  was  ordered  to  the  front.  Wb«ji  lit 
arriv«d,  a  portion  of  the  dlrUon  of  General  SrKVKacs  was  retfiing  In  disorder,  \b$ 
oflicers  of  the  regiments  statins  that  their  ammunition  was  exhausted.  BravKT  ordered 
forward  the  «h  Maine,  and  then  took  forward  the  101st  New  York,  9d  Maine.  «ih  and  Ut 
New  York.  These  reciments  en«ac^  *o<l  drove  back  the  enemy,  though  greatly  infierior  in 
namt>era.  As  the  regiments  were  going  forward.  General  Kkablxt  came  up  with  Ran- 
dolph's Battery,  which  was  at  once  pot  In  position  to  sustain  the  brigade.  General  Bur 
JTET  pointed  oat  to  General  Kjcamxy  a  gap  on  his  right,  caused  by  the  retiring  of  Stxtkxr' 
men.  and  asked  that  Bkbay's  Brigade  be  ordered  op  to  fill  it.  Kkakmt  liulsted  that  ft 
was  impossible  for  soch  a  gap  to  exist,  and  said  he  would  ride  forward  to  see  what  troofs 
were  then.  Bia^rxr  warned  him,  and  urged  him  to  remain,  saying  he  would  rkle  into 
the  enemy's  lines,  hot  Ksakxt  retorted  a  jesting  remark  about  Bibnkt's  caution,  snd 
dashed  ahead.  Tills  was  the  last  BnursT  ever  saw  of  his  friend.  In  the  words  of  GiBoenl 
HKIMTZKUL4X,  he  pressod  *  forward '  to  reconnoitre  in  his  usual  gallant,  not  to  say  nek- 
less,  manner,  and  came  upon  a  rebel  regiment.  In  attempting  to  escape  he  was  killed. 
The  ooontry  has  to  mourn  one  of  its  most  gallant  de/taders.  At  the  close  of  the  siege  of 
Yorktown  he  relieved  General  Hamilton  in  the  command  of  the  division,  and  led  It  la 
the  various  battles  on  the  Peninsula,  commencing  with  Williamsburg.  HJs  name  is 
Indentifled  with  its  glory. 

**  As  General  KsAAxr  did  not  return.  General  BiasnET  suppose  he  had  been  taken 
prisoner,  and  assumed  command  of  the  division,  being  the  ranking  brigade  oommsader 
on  the  field.  Though  a  violent  thunder-storm  was  raging,  our  men  fought  desperateij, 
ttxid  the  enemy  toeredrivm /torn  ottr/rovU.  Their  retreat  was  hastened  by  the  Thirty-eig^tti 
New  York  and  Fifty-seventh  Pennsylvania,  which  BiiurzT  ordered  up  '  to  complete  the 
victory.'  Afterwards  Robinhox's  and  Bkbbt's  brigades  were  ordered  forward  to  relieve 
the  tired  and  decimated  regiments,  and  Bibxby  remained  in  possession  of  the  field  nnUl 
Z  K.U.,  the  next  day,  when  he  followed,  with  the  division,  the  corps  of  General  Bxxo  to 
Fairfax  Court  House. 

"  During  the  night  (1st  September)  our  men  were  busy  in  removing  the  wounded  snd 
burying  the  dead.  About  10  p.  m.,  the  officer  in  command  of  the  ei^my's  lines  sent  s  flsK 
to  General  Bibkby  and  made  himself  known  as  a  former  correspondent  of  Bibxxt's,  st 
Columbia,  South  Carolina.  He  said  he  had  within  bis  lines  the  body  of  General  Kkajrkt, 
and  would  forward  it  if  General  Bibxky  wished  blm  to  do  so.  Of  course  General  Bibxet 
requested  that  the  mangled  body  be  sent  him,  and  when  the  troops  moved  they  carried 
with  them  ttie  remains  of  their  beloved  and  gallant  general.  That  midnight  mardi  wai 
a  sAd  one  for  officers  and  men.  They  hiad  gained  a  victory,  and  an  important  one,  bot 
their  brave  leader  had  fkllen,  and  his  death  caused  grief  which  prevented  any  exoltatira 
over  their  success.  Bibxby  was  not  the  least  of  the  mourners.  Though  for  months  be 
had  been  In  the  midst  of  carnage  and  slaughter,  he  could  not  restrain  his  feelings,  and  lisd 
the  enemy,  during  the  darkness,  made  an  attack  upon  those  lion-hearted  men.  who  s  tew 
hours  before  bad  won  a  victory  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  they  would  have  found  them 
unmanned  and  almost  Incapable  of  resistance. 

"  The  success  of  our  arms  at  CbantiUy  was  of  grreat  importance  to  our  army.  Oeoenl 
Poi*b.  disheartened  by  the  want  of  co-operation  on  the  part  of  some  corps  commanden, 
was  on  the  retreat  towards  Washington  with  exhausted  troops,  who  had  become  dispirited 
by  frequent  reverses.  The  rebel  commander,  with  troops  flushed  with  success,  attempted 
to  out-flank  General  Popk.  Had  this  movement  been  a  success,  such  of  our  men  as  sac- 
ceeded  In  ragalnlng  Washington  would  have  entered  it  as  a  disorganised  mob  and  not  u 
an  army.  Besides  this,  the  wounded  and  sick  were  suflTering  for  want  of  care  and  medi- 
cine. One  large  train  of  medical  stores  had  been  captured,  and  the  movement  whieh 
ChantlUy.  had  frustrated  would  have  resulted  in  the  loss  of  the  second  train,  which  wss 
then  on  its  way  to  General  Popk's  Army.  General  Pope,  in  Ills  official  report,  on  pigei 
18  to  27,  gives  to  the  success  of  Chantilly  its  real  importance.  He  says  (page  27),  "Tbs 
main  body  of  our  forces  was  m>  much  broken  down  and  so  completely  exhauatsd.tlist 
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S  martyr  to  bis  couutry's  cansc  :  "  During  the  battle  of  Chaa- 
tUly,  my  brigade  was  actively  engaged.  I  noticed  that  Stk- 
Vbx's  WvUioQ  had  *  •  retreated,  leaviug  a  gap  of  half  a 
mile  on  my  right.  I  asked  General  Keajiny  for  Beiu(t'6 
Brigade,  to  fill  it ;  he  stated  that  lie  had  oideied  the  colonel 
Rontmanding  to  report  to  me,  and  was  indignant  at  his  delay. 
Bat  he  said  it  was  imposeihle  that  General  Kkno  conld  have 
|>ermitted  auch  a  gap;  that  I  must  bo  mistaken;  that  llit're  cer- 
Uunly  were  troops  there  of  ours.  I  assured  him  that  there  was 
it  At  this  time  it  was  raining,  and  the  smoke  from  the  bai- 
-riea  hung  low.  I  galloped  down  to  send  in  a  regiment  to  my 
^ft.  He  accompanied  me,  and  as  we  leaped  a  ditch  his  horse 
llhied,  and  he  remarked  how  disagreeable  that  a  horse  should 
behave  BO  in  a  battle.  He  then  galloped  to  the  right,  and  I  saw 
fcini  no  more."  From  Colonel,  now  General  Mkdill  (MisdilP), 
thva  bis  Aid,  I  fill  out  the  history.  General  Keabky  was  on  a 
blxck  horse,  and  covered  with  an  india-rubber  cloak.  It  was 
kte  in  the  evening  —  dark  with  clouds,  the  drizzly  rain,  and  the 
titade  of  the  woods.  He  determined  to  see  for  himself  if  such 
i  danger  existed  as  such  a  gap  tn  the  Union  line.  Bidding 
Colonel  Medill  stay  behind,  he  dashed  forward  to  inspect. 
foLLARD  flays :  "  General  Kearny  met  his  death  in  a  singular 
manner.  He  was  out  reconnoitering,  when  he  suddenly  came  ■ 
■pon  a  Georgia  re^raent.  Perceiving  danger,  he  shouted, 
'Donl  tiro  —  I'm  afrieud' — but  instantly  wheeled  his  horse 
troand,  and,  lying  flat  upon  the  animal,  bad  escaped  many 
bullets  when  one  struck  him  at  the  bottom  of  the  spine,  and, 
ranging  upwards,  killed  hirn  almost  instantly." 


le  roBd  In  Iha  dirscUon  afCAMiUII;. 
nDKdlBleljiotliertBrof Rkko.  •  • 
nl  us  OD  our  right,  bul  wu  met  by  a 


462  BIOQRAPHT  OF  MAJOR<}ENBRAL  PHILIP  KBABNT. 

Doubtless  this  is  very  near  the  truth,  and  tallies  almost  exacdj 
with  the  story  related  to  the  writer  at  the  time,  substituting  x 
Louisiana  for  a  Georgia  regiment.  Had  Kkabkt  enjoyed  tbe 
use  of  two  arms  he  would  have  escaped,  since  he  could  hive 
thrown  himself  completely  out  of  the  saddle,  Indian  fiuhkn, 
thus  interposing  his  animal  as  a  shield.  An  inch  more  depress 
sion  would  have  saved  him,  for  the  angle  of  incidence  was  mitk 
that  in  the  latter  case  the  ball  would  have  been  deflected  wt- 
fcard,  occasioning  a  mere  superficial  wound,  whereas  it  glanced 
inwardy  with  mortal  effect.^ 

After  Kbarnt  left  Bibney,  he  was  neict  seen  by  Brevet  Li«h 
tenant-Colonel  Samuel  N.  BsyjAiny,  Second  U.  S.  Artilleiy, 
whose  account  is  as  follows :  **  After  the  action  at  Chantilly  had 
been  over  for  more  than  an  hour,  troops  from  my  left  begin 
inarching  past  my  position  going  toward  the  turnpike.  I  was 
on  our  right,  and  a  country  road,  or  a  farm  road,  ran  piu»t  mj 
left  and  then  went  up  an  opening  toward  our  left  flank.  After 
a  number  of  troops  had  passed  and  the  road  was  clear,  I  sav 
General  Kearny  ride  past  at  a  swift  gallop,  entirely  alone,  and 
turn  down  the  road  toward  our  left,  in  the  direction  the  troops 
had  come  from.  It  was  dark  (probably  between  8  and  9  p.  m^ 
I  am  uncertain  as  to  time),  but  he  passed  within  twenty  feet  of 
nie,  and  in  the  full  light  of  my  fire.  I  called  to  him  to  warn 
him  that  the  troops  there  had  been  partially  or  entirely  with- 
drawn, but  he  did  not  hear.  I  called  one  of  my  oflicers  to  send 
after  him,  but  the  General  was  well  out  of  sight  for  some  min- 
utes before  he  came,  and  we  thought  it  was  useless  to  look  for 

*  Wasiiinoton,  fkja.  Uh,  1862.  —  **  Having  discovered  a  prevailing  error  In  resard  to fbe 
wound.«i  upon  the  body  of  M^Jor-Oencral  Phiup  Kkarstt,  crtAted,  no  doabt,  l^tbe  men 
nurmtoefl  of  various  newspaper  correspondentA,  we,  as  the  embalmen  of  the  body,  Ael  li 
a  duty  we  owe  to  the  public,  and  the  fhmlly  of  the  deceased,  to  give  a  troe  statement  of  tbe 
fbcts.  M^Jor^eueral  Kkarny  met  his  death  by  the  recepUonof  a  MInle  rlfle-lMU  of 
large  calibre,  which  entered  his  body  through  the  glateus  muscles,  at  a  point  a  little  tadi 
of  the  articulation  of  the  left  hip  Joint.  The  ball.  Impinging  on  the  bones  of  the  pdrb. 
penetrated  tbe  os-innomlnata,  whence  It  directed  Its  conrse  through  the  abdominal  visetn, 
to  the  Integument  Just  above  the  nmblllcus.  sliding  up  between  the  skin  and  the  steniam* 
where  it  lodged,  forming  a  dbitlnct  and  disfoolored  tumor  Jnst  above  Uie  centre  of  the 
breast.  We  cut  the  ball  out,  which  was  much  flattened  and  abraded  by  the  lesistanrf  B 
met  in  passing  through  bones.  We  placed  the  missile  in  the  hands  of  Captain  W.C. 
MoRFORD,  Quartermaster  of  General  Kkarxt's  staff,  to  be  by  him  deltvered  over  to  tbe 
disconsolate  family,  who  wiU  no  doubt  keep  it  as  the  most  valuable  relic  bequeathed  lo 
them  by  the  "  bravest  of  the  brava.     ** 

CSigned)  Drt.  Bbown  A  ▲x.kxaxtdsb, 

Embalmen  <^aeJkai. 


BKlORAPHT  OF  MAJOitOENSRAL  PHILIP  KEAKNY. 


463 


liim  in  the  dark  (I  was  lame  and  could  Dot  rise  fi-om  the  ground 
without  aasistance),  although  we  both  felt  uneasy  about  him, 
Fifteen  or  twenty  minutes  later,  I  heard  in  that  direction  two 
mnskct  shots,  followed  by  a  atraggling  volley  of  perhaps  thirty 
shots,  or  less.  It  was  the  firing  which  sealed  his  fate.  I  was 
in  the  same  place  until  1  a.  m.  of  the  same  mornlDg,  and  heard 
Ho  other  firing. 

"A  Captain  Hall,  who  was  one  of  Bdrnside's  Quartermasters 
vhen  in  Pleasant  Valley,  Maryland,  during  October,  1862,  gave 
me  an  account  of  his  death,  wliiuh  he  got  from  a  rebel  officer, 
tlien  a  prisoner.  I  am  not  sure  whether  it  was  direct  or  not, 
but  I  think  the  officer  either  claimed  to  have  been  present  or  to 
have  got  it  from  one  present  with  the  party  who  killed  Ihe  Gen- 
eral. I  loved  and  admired  Genei-al  Keaknt,  and  am  glad  his 
record  is  to  be  placed  before  his  countrymen."  * 

The  news  of  Kearny's  fall  shocked  the  whole  nation. 
Kearny  had  enjoyed  so  many  miraculous  escapes  and  passed 
through  so  many  perils,  that  the  people  had  almost  come  to 
believe,  with  the  old  officer  of  the  Huguenot  wars,  that  "a 
gallant  and  all-daring  heart  is  a  buckler  which  neither  ateel  nor 
lead  can  penetrate."  Nay,  Kearny  almost  seemed  to  realixe 
the  Buperstitiou  of  the  Tliirt}'  Years'  ■  War,  and  of  the  "  Iron 
Age"  of  Sir  .^AMEa  Turner,  that  there  were  men,  '^Ge/roren 


!  "me  g»il»nt  KSARiiy.'lieiii 
lot  where  be  Uy.  not  BupposlD; 


bfiUI.   Snbgeqiiently.  tbebodrol 


'  Hpol.  Immediately  ^Tfl 


preceded  It.  pUylDK  adeA4  m 
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as  the  soldiers  termed  it,*'  that  it  is  rendered  impervious,  by 
magic  arts,  to  steel  or  to  bullet  Claverhouse,  Viscount  of 
Dundee,  was  looked  upon  by  foe '  and  friend  as  one  of  these 
charmed  men.  He  was  a  leader  much  like  Kearny,  killed  like 
the  latter  in  the  moment  of  success,  at  Killiekrankie,  whom 
Wordsworth  commemorated  in  the  verse  — 

*'  O,  for  a  single  hoar  of  that  Dundee, 
Who  on  that  day  the  word  of  onset  gave.**  — 

whom  Sir  Walter  Scott  selected  as  one  of  his  prominent 
heroes ;  whose  history  has  employed  so  many  and  such  able  pens. 

The  very  fact  that  it  was  so  unexpected,  rendered  Keaent's 
death  the  more  shocking.  His  fall  was  looked  upon  as  a  national 
calamity.  For  a  prominent  and  magnificent  figure  to  fall  fiiom 
its  pride  of  place  is  always  a  startling  event ;  but  immeasurably 
more  so,  when  that  figure  is  being  elevated  to  the  highest  posi- 
tion, and  is  shattered  at  the  moment  when  it  is  about  to  be  set 
up  on  the  very  pinnacle  of  the  temple. 

When  the  certain  news  of  his  death  came  home  to  those 
scenes  which  he  admired  most,  and  where,  as  late  as  in  1855, 
he  intended  to  locate  himself  for  life,  a  young  officer,  a  cousin, 
who  had  been  with  him  at  Williamsburg,  and  won  Kearny's 
handsome  mention  'for  his  deportment  there,  lay  stricken  with 
James  River  fever,  battling  for  life  with  that  fell  disease. 
When  the  news  of  his  beloved  cousin  and  commander's  death 
was  communicated  to  him,  no  one  was  aware  how  deeply  grati- 
tude for  almost  fatherly  kindness,  mingled  with  the  wannest 
affection,  had  rooted  itself  in  the  young  man's  heart.  Raising 
his  enfeebled  head,  he  exclaimed  :  "  My  cousin  Phil,  killed  ?'' 
"  Yes."  The  yoimg  officer  sunk  back  upon  his  pillow,  lay  silent 
for  a  moment,  as  if  almost  unable  to  credit  that  the  warrior  he 
had  witnessed  defying  death  triumphantly,  had  indeed  fallen. 
Then  suddenly,  as  if  the  full  realization  of  the  sad  truth  had 
flashed  upon  his  fevered  mind,  he  burst  into  a  passion  of  tears, 
turned  his  face  to  the  wall,  and  scarcely  spoke  for  two  days. 
Many  who  evinced  less  visible  emotion  than  the  sick  soldier, 
felt  almost  as  deeply  as  he  did,  and  were  almost  tempted  to 
exclaim,  that  the  glory  had  departed,  that  a  planet  had  been 
stricken  from  its  orbit. 
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When  Eeaksy  joicud  the  "Army  of  Virginia,"  dispirited  by 
this  treatment  be  had  experienced;  disiiearteoed  at  th«  pros- 
piiota  ;  disgUEtcd  at  the  iaterroeddling  of  politicians  with  things 
Ifuyond  iheir  sphere,  lie  looited  forward  with  a  soldier's  Anxiety 
to  the  inuuediatQ  future  of  our  arms ;  but  like  a  true,  patriotic, 
anil  brave  American,  Ue  "never  despaired  of  the  contDion' 
wealth,"  or  the  restoration  of  the  Union. 

So  officer  iii  the  army  of  the  Potomac  had  knit  himself  so 
deeply  into  the  respect  of  all  true  soldiers  in  it.  The  maiuea 
might  liiirrah  for  McClblla»,  but  the  fighting  men  cheered 
for  Kearny.  How  he  stood  with  those  who  had  borne  iho 
burden  and  heat  of  the  day,  from  Yorlttown  to  Richmond,  from 
the  Chickahominy  to  Malvern  Hill,  from  Warrenton  to  Fairfax 
Court  House,  was  demonstrated  to  him  that  day,  with  whosu 
Bun  "his  own  glorious  light  went  out."  Kbakny  who  had 
covered  the  retreat  on  the  night  of  the  30th  of  August,  with 
Hooker  (stricken  down  severely  wounded,  in  the  hour  of  sue- 
ct.'3s  at  Anttetam),  with  Kkno  (slain  at  South  Mountain),  (both 
of  these  within  thre?  weeks,  snbseqnently),  with  Stevens  (killed 
almost  at  his  side),  was  again  summoned  to  assume  the  post  of 
danger  and  of  honor.  He  rode  forward  like  a  triumphal  con- 
queror. 

Regiment  after  regiment,  as  his  erect  and  martial  form,  like  ii 
stately  apparition,  passed  by  through  the  hurtling  storm, 
"hailed  him  with  cheers  upon  cheers,"  and  followed  his  shining 
locks  (grown  prematurely  gray  with  cares  for  his  men)  with 
tlieir  shonts  of  admiration.  This  is  the  picture  drawn  by  one 
who  watched  bis  career  with  unflagging  interest 

All  eye  witness,  who  had  fought. by  his  side,  from  the  begin- 
ning of  the  campaign,  withui  hearing  of  his  guns,  and  in  sight 
of  their  flashes,  in  every  engagement  in  which  he  participated, 
corroborates  this  statement  in  these  words :  "  On  the  afternoon 
of  the  1st  of  September,  IIeintzelslan's  (Third)  Corps  was 
ordered  to  move  towards  CliantiUy,  where  General  Stevens 
was  contending  with  the  rebels  for  the  road  on  which  our  trains 
were  retiring.  The  Second  Division  (General  Hooker's)  was 
in  Hue  and  aliout  to  march  ;  the  First' Division  (General  Kkar- 
kt'b)  had  already  moved,  and  General  Keabnt,  seeing  the  rear^ 
59 
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of  his  division  well  on  the  way,  sparred  his  horse  to  hasten  for- 
ward so  that  he  might  reach  the  head  of  his  command,  for  it  is 
well  known  that  Keabxt  was  always  restless  when  not  at  that 
post.     As  he  passed  along  the  line  of  the  Second  Division  he 
received  such  &  salvo  of  cheers  from  that  command  —  each  regi- 
mcnt  taking  up  the  cheer  in  succession,  and  all  swelling  into  accla- 
mations which  rung  again  —  as  proved  to  all  within  miles  that 
a  favoiite  and  appreciated  General  was  passing.     This  was  a 
compliment  indeed,  doubly  so  when  it  came,  as  it  didj  from  a 
rival  division,  and  that  division  a  body  of  troops  which  had 
fought  for  months   by  the  side  of  the  gallant  'Fighting  Phil' 
Keabny's  especial  command,  and  had  been  led  by  General 
Hooker    (*  Fighting  Joe').      Keabity  testified  how  much  he 
appreciated  the  compliment  intended,  for,  letting  drop  the  reins, 
he  took  his  little  military  cap  in  his  hand,  and  bowing  low,  even 
to  the  saddle  bow,  with  head  uncovered,  his  horse  galloping  at 
the  top  of  his  speed,  he  acknowledged  this  truly  heartfelt 
demonstration  in  his  favor."    This  we  have  from  an  eye  witness, 
W.  B.      And    thus,  as  was  said  of  Rienzi  —  when  the  wing 
of  the  death  angel  cast  a  shadow  over  his  proudest  moment  of 
triumph,  so  that  the  Popular  Tribune  seemed  by  one  step  to 
descend    from   the   j>innacle   of  glory  into   the   grave  —  even 
so   "the   Bayard  of  our  Host,"  crowned  with   the   applause 
of   those    best    able    to    judge   of    his    merit,   spurred,  as  it 
were,  invested  with   the   blaze  of  acknowledged  pre-eminent 
soldiership,  into   a  grave  which  is   all  aglow  with  his  never 
contested   or   even   questioned   fame,   a   very  Phoenix   to  his 
Pyre.     "I  can,  indeed,  sympathize  with  you,  my  dear  O.  S. 
H ,"  are  the  words  (12th  of  September,  1862,  Washing- 
ton) of  a  letter  from  a  common  friend  (D.  de  K )  to  one 

of  Kearny's  original  staff  officers,  "  in  the  loss  of  the  noble 
and  chivalric  Kearny.  I  rode  with  him  an  hour  before  his 
death  as  he  passed  along  the  lines,  and  received  the  cheers  and 
plaudits  of  every  regiment  he  passed,  not  only  his  own,  but 
troops  of  other  corps.  Two  days  before,  in  a  long  talk  with 
him,  he  said,  '*  Ah,  well !  when  this  war  is  over,  after  a  quiet 
sojourn  at  my  Jersey  home,  I  will  go  to  Paris  and  lead  a  happy 
life,  and  make  up  for  all  this  discomfort  which  surrounds  me 
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here."  Glorious  Kxarnt.  He  fell,  and  his  men,  by  faa  apjVit, 
toon  the  Jiyht  and  saved  the  Army  of  Virginia.  And,  alaa 
ihat  il  should  be  so  I  he  was  there  obliged  to  die  by  the  jealous- 
ies and  lukewarmneaa  of  oiher  Generals  (more  of  this  anon). 
Truly  you  say  that  wc  can  not  replace  him.  His  brilliant 
daring  made  timid  Generals  brave,  his  fame  and  name  made 
ers  emulous."  It  is  scarcely  worth  while  to  aecuraulale  evi- 
dence of  the  exalted  opinion  entertained  of  Kkabkt  by  all  who 
knew  or  watched  bis  "  course  of  light."  Still  the  following 
incident,  whether  it  be  wholly  true  or  not,  proves  what  a  hold 
KEA.KNY  had  won  upon  all  who  had  come  in  contact  with  him. 
.  After  the  war  the  writer  encountered  on  the  Upper  Potomac  an 
Irishman,  in  1862  an  employee  of  the  quartermaster's  depart- 
ment, who  served  with  the  Army  of  Virginia,  Upon  learning 
the  relationship  existing  between  the  person  addressing  him  and 
Kkakkv,  he  became  very  communicative  and  enthusiastic,  and 
spoke  long  and  loud  in  praise  of  the  dead  hero.  He  said  he 
well  remembered  that  fearful  night  at  Chantilly,  for  i>n  that 
occasion  he  was  in  charge  of  a  corrall  of  1,500  horses,  and  had 
his  hands  full  restraining  the  animals,  frenzied  by  the  lightning 
And  the  blaze  of  the  condict.  When  he  had  almost  succeeded 
in  making  them  secure,  news  came  that  Kearny  was  killed. 

"  By ,"  said  he,  with  an  awful  oath,  "  when  I  heard  thfU,  I 

thought  it  was  all  up,  and  I  let  the  1,500  horses  go."  Doubt- 
less, the  man's  nerve-force,  had  become  almost  exhausted,  and 
it  is  easy  to  conceive  that  the  tidings  of  the  death  of  such  a 
favorite  as  Keabny,  generally  supposed  to  hear  a  charmed  life, 
made  him  feel  all  was  lost,  completely  unnerved  him  and  para- 
lyzed his  energy  and  strength. 

A  writer  herein  before  referred  to,  who  never  did  justice  to 
Kkarxt  while  living,  relents  over  his  corpse,  and  pays  him  an 
elegant  but  deserved  tribute  of  admiration.  "  A  firm  front  was 
maintained  at  Chantilly  by  Reno,  Hooker,  a  part  of  McDoweix 
and  Kkaknt,  until  Stevens'  division  of  Reno's  corps,  owing 
to  the  eihanstiou  of  its  ammunition  and  the  death  of  its 
General,  was  forced  hack  in  disorder.  To  repair  this  break, 
Keahnt,  with  a  promptitude  that  marked  him,  sent  for- 
ward BiKN^'a  brigade  of  his  own  division;  and  presently, 
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all  aglow  with  zeal,  brought  up  a  battery  which  he  placed 
in  position.  But  there  still  remained  a  gap  on  Birxey^s 
right,  caused  by  the  retirement  of  Stkvjcns'  divisioiL  This 
BiRXEY  pointed  out  to  Kearnt,  and  that  gallant  soldier,  dash- 
ing forward  to  reconnoiter  the  ground,  unwittingly  rode  into 
the  enemy's  lines,  and  was  killed.  In  his  death  the  army  lost 
the  living  ideal  of  a  soldier  —  a  preux  chevalier^  in  whom  there 
were  mixed  up  the  qualities  of  chivalry  and  gallantry  as  strong 
as  ever  beat  beneath  the  mailed  coat  of  an  olden  knight.  Like 
Desaix,  whom  Napoleon  characterized  'as  Hhe  man  most 
worthy  to  be  his  lieutenant,'  Kearny  died  opposing  a  heroic 
breast  to  disaster.'' 

The  simile,  however  beautiful,  is  not  exactly  apposite. .  De- 
saix fell  in  a  victorious  advance,  which  decided  triumphantly, 
for  his  superior,  one  of  the  most  momentous  battles  of  modem 
times  —  a  battle  which  changed  the  whole  face  of  Europe  for 
fourteen  years,  which  established  a  new  dynasty  on  one  of  the 
oldest  thrones  in  £urope,  and  has  still  its  effect,  after  sixty- 
eight  years,  upon  the  world.  ' 

A  better  comparison  in  some  respects  —  as  regards  regrets 
and  admiration  —  would  be  the  idolized  Marceau,  killed  by  a 
rifle-ball  at  Altenkirchen,  on  the  last  day  of  the  fourth  year  of 
the  French  Republic,  20th  September,  1796.      This  ornament 
to  his  profession,  of  whom  it  was  said  that  his,  monument  re- 
quired no  inscriptions  since  his  name  was  enough,  was  charged, , 
like  Kearny,  with  the  duty  of  covering  the  retreat  of  the 
French  army.     Like  Kearny  in  this  also,  he  determined  to 
check  the  enemy  by  a  vigorous  offensive-defensive.     A  wood 
was  held  by  a  body  of  Tyrolese  riflemen.    Marceau  advanced, 
exactly  as  Kearny  did,  to  reconnoiter  the  ground,  when  a  ball 
entered  his  left  side,  traversed  the  body  and  lodged  under  the 
lower  rib,  and  caused  his  death.     Of  him,  as  of  Kearny,  it  is 
recorded,  "  France  (America)  adored,  and  her  enemies  (rebels) 
admired ;  both  wept  over  him." 

*'  By  Coblents,  on  a  rise  of  gentle  ground. 
There  bi  a  small  and  simple  pyramid. 
Crowning  the  summit  of  the  verdant  mound; 
Beneath  its  haseure  hero's  ashes  hid, 
Our  enemy*s — but  let  not  that  forbid 
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iher  respects,  liowever,  the  fiile  of  Field  Marshal  Keith, 
'tend  and  Buhordinate  of  Frkdebick  tue  Gkeat,  is  a  vei-y 
apt  parallel,  who  fell,  exactly  like  New  York's  bi-ightest  war- 
rior SOD,  in  the  darkest  hour  of  the  war  whiob  his  deeda  illus- 
trated. On  the  night  of  the  (sth  of  October,  1758,  Marshal 
Daus'  surprised  the  Prussian  army.  At  the  first  sound  of  the 
caunon,  Ebitii  put  himself  at  the  head  of  a  few  biittalions  to 
retrieve  the  disaster,  and  in  this  supreme  act  of  duty,  fell. 
General  Lacv,  whose  father  had  served  with  KEmi  in  the  Rus- 
sian army  and  himself  with  him  on  other  fidds,  but  now  against 
the  gallant  Scot,  recognized  the  dead  body,  and  burst  into  teai-s. 
Like  Krarny  and  Marceau,  Keith  was  equally  adiuirtd  in 
both  armies.  All  three  fell  endeavoring  to  retrieve  a  disaster; 
not  like  Dhsaix,  in  a  victorious  advance. 

The  comparison,  however,  between  Kearny  and  Desaix  is  a 
just  one  in  some  regards,  and  is  strikingly  appropnate  in  more 
than  one  respect,  never  contemplated  in  the  quotation  referred 
to.  Those  who  concede  the  justice  of  the  parallel  aro  not 
aware,  as  a  rule,  that  by  the  admission  they  pay  the  highest 
poesihle  compliment,  under  every  consideration,  to  Kearsy. 
Deeoiples  of  West  Point,  who  consider  Napoleon  an  oracle 
■who  can  not  err,  should  remember  that  the  Emperor  spoke  of 
hia  death  as  "an  irreparable  loss,"  and  declared  throughout 
life,  that  in  losing  him  "  France  has  lost  one  of  her  most  able 
defenders,  and  I  my  best  friend.  No  one  has  ever  known  how 
tnnch  goodness  there  was  in  Dusaix's  heart,  and  how  much 
^oaius  in  his  head.'  "  My  bravo  Desaix,"  ho  added,  with 
tears  in  hia  eyes  "  always  wished  to  die  thus,  but  death  should 
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not  have  been  so  ready  to  execute  his  wish.  Not  the  slightest 
stain  blemishes  his  beantifal  life.'*  Napoleon  accorded  him 
the  highest  esteem,  not  only  for  talents  but  for  virtues ;  and,  in 
assigning  the  summit  of  the  Alps  as  his  burial  place  to  Desaix, 
he  contemplated  "  a  homage  such  as  no  man  ever  received,  a 
homage  due  to  transcendent  virtue  and  heroism.''  Those  who 
prefer  home  authorities  will  defer  to  the  opinion  of  General 
Scott.  He  remarked:  "For  scientific  war  no  one  has  ex- 
ceeded Desaix.  He  also  excelled  in  the  handling  of  troops." 
This  is  incontestibly  true  of  Kearny.  There  are»other  points 
of  resemblance  between  Kearny  and  Dbsaix,  which  were 
equally  marked,  which  are  as  curious  as  those  which  are  strictly 
military.  Such  as  ancestry,  education,  bravery,  generosity,  an^ 
a  combination  of  fiery  enthusiasm  with  perfectly  cool  judgment 
under  fire.  Both  were  the  souls  of  honor,  and  to  both  glory 
was  as  the  very  breath  of  their  nostrils.  In  the  manner  of  their 
death  they  were  so  far  alike  that  both  fell  at  a  crisis.  Dbsaix, 
however,  died  with  the  assurance  that  his  blood  had  not  flowed 
in  vain,  that  he  had  brought  up  victory  with  him.  Kearnt 
died  in  the  midst  of  disaster,  without  the  consolation  of  know- 
ing that  the  tide  was  about  to  turn,  nay,  that  the  event  actually 
hinged  upon  his  death. 

One  of  the  leading  New  York  journals,  commenting  on  his 
fall,  observes :  **  A  Washington  dispatch  has  the  following :  *  The 
following  Major-Generals,  who  were  killed  in  battle,  were  con- 
firmed to-day:  Mansfield,  Stevens,  Kearny,*  Richardson,  and 

*  Aj>jt7takt-Obkvrai.*b  OFncx,  Washinoton,  Nov.  5,  un. 

Mt  DEAft  Sib:  In  reply  to  yoar  note  of  the  2d  Instant,  I  have  bad  the  reconb  ezamioed, 
and  find  the  following  answers  for  your  questions  in  relation  to  General  Kbakkt: 

L  When  General  Kearxt  was  appointed  Major-General  of  Volunteers,  he  stood  num- 
ber fix  on  the  list  of  Brigadier-Generals. 

2.  His  commission  as  Brigadier-{}eneral  of  Vols,  was  dated  7  Aug.,  1861,  to  rank  from  17 
May,  1861. 

3.  He  was  appointed,  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  MiOor-Oeneral  of  Vols. ;  the  letter 
of  appointment  was  dated  July  25, 1862,  to  rank  ftx>jn  July  4, 1862.  His  eomin<M<OfK  pre- 
pared after  bis  death,  bears  date  of  March  13, 186S.  The  records  do  not  show  that  the  ser- 
vices, on  account  of  which  the  rank  of  Major-General  was  conferred  were  stated  In  either 
the  letter  of  appointment  or  the  commission. 

4.  At  the  date  of  his  death,  be  stood  number  thirty  on  the  list  of  Mi^or-Generals  of  Vols. 
OEN'iCDBPxYaTKB,  TivoU,  N.  Y.  Very  truly  yours,  E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

then  Aut.  AdjL'Qeneral^  naw^^fL-Otneral  U.8.A, 

Pjiiup  Kkarnt  was  not  confirmed  as  Major-General  of  Volunteers  until  March  9tb, 

1863,  nor  was  the  order,  says  Brevet-MaJ.  G.  B.fH ,  announcing  his  promotion  m 

Mf^or-General,  received  by  his  old,  then  fiz&xsY's  division,  until  November.  IML 
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Rsso.'  There  is  something  inexpressibly  yet  heroically  mourn- 
ful, in  the  brief  paragraph  above  quoted.  These  noble  men 
who  went  dowa  aioid  the  storm  of  battle  when  dark  days  'woro 
npon  the  land,  who  saw  not  the  brightness  of  coming  dawn 
making  golden  the  horizon  of  promise  —  lying  in  ilie  cold  lomb 
all  unconscious  of  the  barren  honor  thus  paid  their  names,  made 
'Major-Generals'  months  after  the  sods  of  the  valley  have 
closed  over  their  silent  clay  ! 

''And  yet  there  is  appropriateness  in  this  act.  These  iron- 
Boldiers  of  our  war  for  liberty,  though  dead, '  still  live,'  as,  in 
the  days  of  the  Empire,  when  a  hero  of  the  '  Old  Guard '  Wiis 
killed,  his  comrades  at  roll-call  would  answer  to  his  name, 
'Mori,  «w  le  Ckamp  ^Huniifur.'  So  we  wonld  have  our  dead 
Eeaknt,  bravest  of  the  brave,  a  '  Major-Ocneral '  among  our 
generals,  speaking  to  ihem  with  dumb,  yet  eloquent  life ;  iiiler- 
I'uslng  among  them  somewhat  of  the  fiery  force,  the  calm,  the 
coot  yet  impetuous  courage,  the  rare  genius  to  create,  nnJ  the 
ready  hand  to  execute,  and,  above  all,  the  pure,  unselfish,  superb 
patriotism  which  distinguished  the  dead  New  Jersey  General, 

" Brave  Phil.  Keaent  1  Our  best  beloved,  our  peeilesa 
leader,  we  hail  thee,  though  dead,  with  thy  hard  won  title  — 
To  the  memory  of  Major  General  Pueup  Kearny  1"  And 
again,  "  Army  officers  here  think  this  the  greatest  loss  we  have 
Bnstained  during  the  war,  and  fieely  acknowledge  that  we  hud 
no  abler  General  in  the  service.  General  McClku-an  wept  bit- 
terly at  the  sight  of  his  (Kkarnt's)  dead  body  here  to-night." 

The  2\mes,  commenting  upon  his  fall,  reidarked :  "  The  doubt 
as  to  the  death  of  General  Philip  Keasnt  seems  to  be  set  at 
rest.  In  the  contest  of  Monday,  that  gallant  officer,  alit-siys  for^ 
getftil  of  his  own  safety,  fell  mortally  wounded  while  leading 
his  men  into  action  ;  and  the  country  has  to  deplore  the  loss  of 
one  of  its  most  accomplished,  experienced,  and  enterprising 
officers.  General  Keaon y  was  peculiarly  a  professional  soldier. 
To  a  thorough  elementary  training  in  the  art  of  war,  he  had 
added  careful  studies  of  all  the  great  military  authorities,  with 
reference  to  every  department  of  the  profession.  These  studies 
had  been  the  business  of  his  life;  and  to  give  them  experiraentnl 
vatae,  he  served  throughout  the  Mexican  war,  it  is  needless  to 
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say  with  the  highest  honor  and  distinction,  having  preTionslj 
participated  in  the  Algerian  campaign,  and  yet  more  recently 
in  the  war  of  Italian  liberation.  From  the  leading  French  Gen- 
erals of  the  time,  he  received  testimonials  of  the  most  flattering 
description,  attesting  his  intrepidity  and  skill.  Had  his  bravery 
been  attempered  with  the  slightest  dash  of  personal  prudence,  a 
career  so  splendid  and  so  promising  wonld  not  have  been  so 
untimely  ended."  Greeley  fell  into  the  same  error  and 
ascribed  his  fall  to  reckless  or  imprudent  exposure.  This  is  a 
great  error,  an  unjust,  though  unintentionally  unjust,  judgmeDt 
The  last  sentence  of  the  Times  is  eminently  unjust.  The  identi- 
cal manner  in  which  Kearnt  rushed  upon  his  fate  showed  not 
the  slightest  want  of  prudence  or  discretion ;  such  has  been  die 
end  of  many  of  the  gieatest  Generals  who  have  filled  the  worid 
with  their  fame,  and  ranked  the  highest  in  the  military  annals 
of  their  respective  countries.  Many  distinguished  Generals 
have  perished  reconcioitering,  and  many  more  have  been  severely 
wounded  in  this  service,  one  which,  when  circumstances  demand 
it,  is  no  reckless  exposure  on  the  part  of  a  commander,  but  an 
absolute  duty.  Washington  owed  his  life,  on  a  similar  occasion, 
to  the  generosity  of  that  marksman  of  marksmen,  BulWog  Fer- 
guson, who  fell  himself  by  the  bullet  of  a  sharpshooter,  at  King's 
Mountain,  1780 ;  Frederick  the  Great,  to  the  awful  reverence 
of  a  Croat ;  Stonewall  Jackson  lost  his  life  in  the  performance 
of  this  duty,  at  Chancellorsville ;  Reynolds,  at  Gettysburg; 
LoNGSTREET  was  scvcrcly  wounded  under  similar  circumstances, 
and  Sedgwick  killed  in  the  Wilderness  campaign ;  Rantzau, 
1569;  TuRENNE,^1676;  the  Duke  of  Berwick,  1734 ;  Bsssieses, 
1813  ;  and  Moreait,  1813,  lost  their  lives  by  cannon  shots  while 
reconnoitering ;  Richard  Cceur  de  Lion,  by  a  crossbow  bolt, 
1799;  De  la  Mott,  1596,  by  a  bullet;  Ward,  the  Americo- 
Chinese  Commander-in-Chief,  by  a  jingall  ball.  Qustavus 
Adolphus  was  again  and  again  wounded  observing  the  enemy 
before  he  made  his  own  dispositions ;  Frederick  would  see 
with  his  own  eyes,  because  he  oould  not  in  a  crisis  trust  the 
eyes  of  others,  and  escaped  on  more  than  one  occasion  as  if  by 
a  miracle.  This  list  might  be  swelled  into  pages. 
Another  notable  instance  most  apposite  to  this  oocaaion,  is 
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that  of  General  Hotze,  who,  at  the  battle  of  Zurich,  25th  Sep- 
tember, 1790,  "finding  aflaira  becoming  Berione,  and  desirous 
of  reoonnoiteriug  the  force  and  position  of  the  enemy,  fell  in  the 
discharge  of  a  duty  which  is  ooustdered  one  of  those  few  occa- 
sions in  which  a  General  is  justified  in  the  reckless  exposure  of 
his  life."  This  officer  was  bo  especially  esteemed,  that  while 
his  troops  continued  to  do  their  duty  bravely,  they  lost  that 
energy,  which  alone  can  give  cfiect  to  courage. 

A  stranger,  not  conversant  with  the  feelings  of  the  array  and 
our  people,  might  under-estimate  the  loss  sustained  in  the  death 
of  Kearny,  after  reading  the  eulogies  lavished  ujion  so  many 
of  our  fallen  Generals.  In  the  case  of  Kkarnt,  however,  there 
is  an  accumulation  of  testimony  which  becomes  mournfully  ira- 
(trcssLve  when  taken  as  a  whole  and  compared  with  that  in 
regard  to  others.  All  the  histories  of  the  war,  loyal  or  rebel, 
all  the  poetry,  all  the  newspaper  notices,  all  the  ofiictal  reports, 
all  private  correspondence  and  oral  testimony  are  in  accord. 
The  whole  constitute  a  magnificent  memorial,  a  national  martial 
symphony,  whose  keynote  was  strnck  by  Dk  Teobkiand  when 
he  wrote  the  concluding  sentence  of  his  biographical  notice  of 
the  division  commander  he  so  greatly  admired.  "  Such  Is  man. 
He  (Kearkt)  had  made  his  calculations  for  the  future  without 
taking  into  account  the  death  which  awaited  him  twenty  days 
after  our  last  conversation.  It  occasioned  something  equivalent 
to  a  public  monrning,  at  New  York  especially,  where  the  people 
accorded  him  magnificent  obsequies.  But  nowhere  was  his  loss 
«o  profoundly  felt  as  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  of  which  he 
had  been  one  of  the  first  glories,  and  wherein  the  thousand 
stories  of  the  bivouac  finished  by  investing  his  memory  with 
the  proportions  of  a  legendary  hero." 

Rkabnt's  career  of  generalship  was  crowded  into  the  space 
of  thirteen  months,  his  career  as  a  military  power  into  four 
months ;  but  what  enormous  proofs  did  he  give  of  his  capacity 
and  his  coorage  in  that  short  space  of  time,  of  his  ability  not# 
only  to  make  troops,  but  use  them.  As  an  organizer  he  emu- 
lated the  instinctive  efforts  of  disciplinarians  whose  names  have 
heoome  synonymous  for  systematic  and  energetic  action.  In  the 
field  his  chivalric  gallantry  displayed  a  brilliancy  equivalent  to 
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that  of  the  Cid,  and  an  indomitable  tenacity  up  to  a  level  with 
that  which  Eluott  in  Gibraltar,  and  Massena  in  Genoa,  have 
made  proverbial.  Condemned  to  waste  eight  months  in  the 
mad  in  front  of  Washington,  he  ntilized  every  moment,  and 
then,  the  very  minute  when  the  opportunity  occurred — to  use 
his  own  words  on  another  occasion — "he  led  off  personally  from 
the  word  *  go.'  "  Thenceforward  with  him,  go  was  the  spint  of 
his  every-day  life.  Had  the  Russians  of  1812-'13  served  with 
him  they  would  have  saluted  him  with  the  same  endearing 
epithet  with  which  they  hailed  the  master-spirit  of  the  War  of 
Liberation  in  those  years,  "  the  little  Suwarrow,"  the  highest 
honor  conceivable  in  their  opinion,  and  have  ennobled  him  with 
a  title  derived  from  the  imperative  of  a  Russian  verb,  which  has 
no  present,  since  it  designates  action  complete.  ^^PaschoU!" 
"  Go  ahead,"  «  Forwards." 

This  epithet  of  the  "  American  Bayabd"  was  applicable  to 
Phil.  Kearitt  in  more  than  one  respect,  and  even  appropriate 
in  the  manner  of  his  death.  The  typical  French  hero  is  said  to 
have  been  disgusted  with  the  gradual  introduction  of  firearms, 
because  their  general  use  was  a  death  blow  to  every  thing  that 
was  glorious  in  chivalry.  Kearnt,  like  Bayard,  was  killed  by 
a  single  shot  while  striving  to  avert  disaster  as  far  as  possible  bj 
personal  courage  and  exposure,  and  in  the  fall  of  both  of  these 
brave  men  it  might  be  said  that  France  and  America  lost  the 
greatest  treasure  a  country  can  possess  —  a  citizen  who,  to 
devoted  patriotism,  united  the  powers  of  a  General  and  a  soldier 
fully  possessed  of  the  capacity  to  influence,  electrify  and  lead. 

In  reflecting  upon  Phil  Kearny's  untimely  fall,  the  lines  of 
Herman  Melville's  "  Battle  Pieces"  (Chattanooga,  92)  must 
recur  to  the  mind  of  whoever  has  read  them : 

'*  Near  and  more  near ;  till  now  the  flags 

Ran  like  a  catching  flamo ; 
And  one  flares  highest,  to  peril  nic^est  — 

He  means  to  make  a  name ; 

BalYOB !  they  give  him  his  flune ! 

'*  But  some  who  gained  the  envied  Alp, 

And  —  eager,  ardent,  earnest  there  — 
Dropped  into  Death's  wide-open  arms. 

Quelled  on  the  wing  like  eagles  stenck  in  air. 

"  The  smile  upon  them  as  they  died ; 

Their  end  attained,  that  ei^d  a  height : 
liifiB  was  to  those  a  dream  fhlfiUed, 

And  death  a  starry  night  1 " 
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As  An  echo  to  the  epirit  of  these  lines  and  tbeir  apposite 
appropriate nesa,  drifts  back  &om  the  far  distant  past  the 
kindred  idea  embodied  in  tlie  words  addressed  by  Epauinon- 
DA8  to  his  surrounding  and  lamenting  soldiery.  "Thia  is  not 
the  end  of  life,  ray  fellow-soldiei's  —  il  is  now  your  General  is 
born!"  Born  indeed  —  born  to  Immortality,  whether  as  re- 
gards Existence  or  Fame  I 

DOCUKENTNo.  1. 
THB  SWOBD^BESESTATIOJI  TO  GENERAL  KEARNY  AFTEB  HIS  RETITRK 

PROM  MEXICO. 

lb*  VsioK  CLUB  after  fail  ouDpiUeD  Id  Heilco.  Tlio  roUowlnglsUieBildreHefUiiCLDB, 
Wlilillitrpplr  ortbeUBiixiui.lD  tail: 

lOV  iDwuncn,  memlffira  of  Ihe  Unloii  Club,  Ml  (iHirloua  to  imiry  Ib»lr  Mnasof  youi 
dMnta.  Iir  amrrlnK  yoa  id  BpproprlBU  laitlniDalal  In  boaor  at  joat  nobis  benrlng  In  tbat 
utfnoiM  cuoimlcn.   Tooaulunal  In  our  fHllnga  not  [o  profit  a  EenEriln-ltrntoariuIinlni- 

irlcare,  we  feel  a  special  pride  »b»n  our  dl/'nons  uro 
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prominent,  who,  fbrming  part  of  our  Iat«  army,  planted  oar  coanti7*8  iMmier  In  Xexteo, 
and  now  receive  Its  ennobling  tribute  of  admiration  —  a  hoet  whom  our  ooontrj  sent  fbrth 
to  exemplify  In  the  eyes  of  all  nations  those  qoalitieB  which  every  individual  of  the  T7aitcd 
States  is  ready  to  bring  forward  as  an  offering  when  the  pnblic  welikre  may  require. 

For  myself,  sir,  when  on  returning  from  Mexico,  with  other  crippled  remnants  of  the 
victorious  army,  I  shared,  in  the  hospitable  city  of  New  Orleans,  those  dlstlngutehed  matla 
of  attention  which  none  knew  better  how  to  bestow  than  the  generous  Bouthemer,  whose 
whole  being  vibrates  in  unison  at  the  touch  of  honor,  I  was  rewarded. 

When,  on  arriving  In  my  native  city,  I  felt  the  pulse  of  sympathy  boat  high,  and  wsc 
received  with  cordiality  by  gentlemen  whom  I  realise  the  honor  of  calling  my  friends  sod 
associates  in  the  Union  Club,  my  heart  was  touched. 

This  day,  on  being  presented  with  a  sword  of  honor,  I  oonfbss  that  my  cap  of  amMttot 
Is  filled  to  the  brim  and  overwhelming,  and  that  most  amply  am  I  rep^d,  whatever  of 
peril  and  suffering  I  have  encountered. 

In  presenting  me  with  this  sword,  sir,  you  charged  me  not  to  value  the  gift  less^thst 
*'  peace  has  followed  in  the  train  of  victory."  In  our  country,  where  military  ardor  b 
dangerous  unless  controlled,  the  soldier  may  well  prefer  the  sword,  no  longer  '  baton '  in 
marshalling  to  the  fight,  now  trophy  of  victories  passed,  emblem  of  a  Buocessfu  wir 
achieved.  Still,  with  the  predilections  of  a  youth  spent  in  my  present  profession,  must  I 
ever  as  strongly  bear  in  mind  that  a  republic  particularly  applies  the  motto  **dulet  el  deco- 
rum eH  pro  patrta  mori.**  With  a  tear  to  the  memory  of  cherished  comrades,  who,  having 
already  ftilfllled  the  noble  role,  have  passed  from  a  death-bed  of  flune  to  a  still  more  glo- 
rious rest,  and  with  a  profession  of  readiness,  if  at  any  fliture  period  my  services  be  needed, 
Joyftilly  once  again  to  follow  our  country's  banner  on  the  war-path,  I  have  the  honor  to 
conclude  my  thanks  to  you  tt  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Presentation. 

But,  sir,  the  associations  connected  with  this  day  have  no  conclusion ;  thejr  wUl  extend, 
with  this  sword,  which  you  have  put  In  my  power,  alter  proudly  wearing  during  my  own 
life,  to  bequeath,  a  sparkling  memento,  to  a  succeeding  generation  of  republican  soldien 

(Signed)  KSABNT. 

[Document  No.  S.J 

KEARNY'S  CHARGE  IN  MEXICO. 

Gbakd  Rapids,  Michioav,  July  Itth,  1861. 

General  Db  PETSTER: 

My  Dkar  Sir  —  Your  fkvor  of  the  24th  ultimo  (infomxlng  me  that  yon  contemplated 

writing  a  life  of  your  cousin,  the  late  MsJ.  Gen.  Philip  Keabny,  killed  at  ChantiUy,  sod 

requesting  me  to  give  you  particulars  of  his  charge  at  the  San  Antonio  Gate,  City  of  Mexl* 

CO,  in  which  I  participated,  and  any  other  incident  of  interest  connected  with  him  ttast^ 

might  occur  to  me),  reached  me  by  due  course  of  mall.   •  •  •  When  the  army,  under  the 

command  of  Lieut.  Gen.  Scott,  reached  Puebla  (Mexico),  where  we  remained  some  ibor 

we^ks  for  the  purpose  of  reorganizing  and  awaiting  reinforcements  previous  to  entez1t« 

on  the  campidgn  of  the  valley,  having  fo^lts  objective  point  the  Oty  of  Mexico ;  an  order 

Issued  from  headquarters  detaching  Captain  Kkabkt  and  myself,  with  our  troop,  from 

our  respective  regiments,  the  Ist  and  3d  dragoons,  and  attaching  us  to  headquarters  In  sqosd- 

ron  organization,  as  escort  or  body  guard  to  the  (}eneral-in-Chief  (Captain  Kjcakxy  being 

the  senior  and  I  the  Junior  captain),  which  position  our  squadron  occupied  dorlxig  the  cam* 

patgn  of  the  Valley  and  until  our  fiag  floated  In  triumph  over  the  Halls  of  the  Montemmtti, 

and  the  Conqueror  of  Mexico  was  relieved  ftx>m  the  oonunand  of  an  army  that  by  hb 

matchless  military  genius  he  had  immortalised.    Although  attached  to  headquarters,  yet 

such  was  the  Impulsive  ardor  and  heroic  daring  of  the  lamented  Kkabxt,  that  no  oppo^ 

tunlty  was  lost  by  him  where  dragoons  could  operate  against  the  enemy ;  this,  too,  with 

the  sanction  of  our  chief;  and  our  adventures  In  that  direction  were  ft^uent  and  soocesalU. 

I  well  remember,  that  on  the  morning  of  the  19th  of  August,  1847,  and  previous  to  the  battle 

of  0>ntreras  of  that  day,  our  squadron,  together  with  three  companies  of  Infiuitey,  uaAet 

the  command  of  Major  (Lt.  Col.  Wm.  Moktbosk)  Graham,  I  think,  of  the  Olth  U.  K.) 

infentry,  was  detailed  to  accompany  Captain  Robkbt  £.  Lbs,  then  of  the  headquarien 

staff  (the  Lieut.  Gen.  Lbb  of  the  Confederate  Army),  who  had  been  ordered  by  Gen.  Scorr 

to  reconnoitre  the  enemy's  works  at  Oontreras.  for  the  purpose  of  ascatalnk^  their 

strength  and  position.  C  QifteialaeooutU<^  the  MexUxm  War,"  £g,Doe,2nK  1,3M).  Gen. 

Valxbcia,  in  oommand  of  the  Mexicans,  antldpaUng  the  ol^eot  of  our  movement,  aeoi  a 
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appointmeot  of  Brlgadlcr-Oeneral  of  the  Itt  New  Jenej  BrigBdt  ft>r  Gen.  Kkabxt.  I  wu 
then  in  the  city  and  was  invited  by  them  to  accompany  them  and  state  to  the  Prcsideiit 
what  I  knew  of  General  Kbabvy's  mUltary  qnalltieft.    I  gladly  oonsented ;  indeed,  It  wm 
a  labor  of  lore  as  well  as  doty,  and  I  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  the  President  grant  their 
requQMt:  and  during  that  001  and  winter  (1861  and  I«Q)  we  were  organised  In  the  same 
division  (FBANKLiar's),  with  our  quartern  adjoining  each  other  near  the  Alexandria  Semi- 
nary, Va. ;  during  which  time  our  intercourse  was  daily  and  of  tbe  moat  intimate  aod 
friendly  character,  and  so  oontinued  during  the  war  and  until  he  Ml,  nobly  defending  the 
flag  of  his  country  that  ho  loved  so  welL   Me  wa*  tfutoul  qf  ehimUry,  gentrotO^  Ofid  ko^ 
taUty:  toeU  map  U  bt  aaid  of  him  that  he  was  "f^ravealqf  tk^.  bnatef*  and  o-menma  at  Ac  ww 
brow,    I  know  him  well,  and  here  permit  me  to  seek  to  correct  a  somewhat  popalar  error 
in  reference  to  hb  qualities  as  a  soldier.    7h  the  eaevuU  tibtoner  he  tenoned  to  be  rtrUa^ 
impuliiv*  in  hit  mooemente,  and  such  was  the  Impression  of  many.    TlUs,  In  my  hnmbit 
judgmont,  U  a  ffnwe  mlMtaJtc    In  mUUary  movemenU  hit  perceptive  faeuttiet  wen  Meax^ 
aeiUe,  he  taw  quiekly,  reached  eoncluttont  rapidly,  and  under  the  in^Mration  <^  the  ntitUary 
gentut  wUh  uthteh  he  toot  by  nature  endowed  and  a  Spartan  herotem  that  never  faOedktm, 
exrcuted  prempUy  and  viooroutly.    Thus  it  was,  that  movements  that  were  the  resalt  of 
rapid  deliberations  (if  I  may  be  p«»rmltted  the  expression)  were  by  some  deemed  to  bt 
reckless  and  without  aim.    Jn  my  humble  Judgment  neither  army,  durtng  the  rebettkm^pr^ 
dueed  hit  tupeHor  in  all  the  gualitiet  that  oonttitute  the  true  and  aecompUthed  eotdier^amdhoi 
hit  li/e  been  apared  and  the  opponunUy  given  htm^  none  wouid  have  eeUpeed  him  in  the  ftrO- 
Uaneyqf  hUaehievemenU,  •••••• 

(Signed)  ALEX.  T.  McREYNOLDS.* 

[Document  No.- 1] 
THE  IRISH  IN  THE  ABCERICAN  ARMY. 

[New  York  True  Sun,  Thursday  morning,  June  S2d,  1M&.] 

'  One  of  the  most  interesting  incidents  of  the  meeting  at  the  Tabemade,  on  T^iesdsy 
evening  (20  |  6  |  48),  was  the  introduction  of  Captain  McRKTNOLoe,  of  the  V.  S.  Dragoons, 
one  of  the  heroes  of  Churubtuco.  The  eloquent,  off-hand  speech  which  he  made  on  th« 
occasion  was  the  subject  of  much  admiration,  and  has  caused  a  general  desire  among  thote 
who  hoard  him  to  know  something  more  of  the  eloquent  Irish  soldier  who  stood  befbre 
the  meeting,  a  monument  of  the  zeal  and  devotion  which  Irishmen  have  always  exhibited 
in  warmly  expousing  the  cause  of  their  adopted  country  on  the  Add  of  battle.  Captain 
McRkvnolds  came  to  this  country  when  a  youth  of  eighteen,  and  ha5.  we  believe,  since 
then  resided  in  Detroit,  in  Michigan.  To  the  Legislature  of  that  State  he  has  been  several 
times  elected,  and  i/x  it  he  has  occupied  a  high,  honorable  position.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Michigan  Senate  when  the  war  with  Mexico  broke  out,  and  immediately  tendered  his 
services  to  the  government.  The  President  promptly  gave  him  a  captain's  commiasioo  in 
the  Dragoons,  and  the  gallant  discharge  of  his  duties  in  that  position  has  won  fbr  him 
enduring  honors.  The  assault  of  Kkarhy's  and  McRetmoi.d*s  Dragoons,  on  tbebloodjr 
>  field  of  Churubusco,  was  one  of  the  most  daring  and  brilliant  deeds  of  heroism  among  tl>« 
many  proud  instances  of  valor  which  have  shed  such  undying  histre  on  the  Ameriosn 
arms  in  the  history  of  the  Mexican  war. 

In  casting  our  eye  over  a  number  of  the  Dublin  Freeman^  Journal,  we  met  with  the  )lbl- 
lowing  paragraphs  relating  to  this  battle,  which  will  no  doubt  be  Interesting  to  many  of 
our  readers.  The  gallant  KKARNT,who  bore  a  conspicuous  part  in  this  heroic  exploit 
Is  a  (native)  resident  of  (and  buried  in  1862-'4)  in  our  dty  (of  New  York)  : 

•  "  Akdrkw  T.  McRBTXOLm  (Michigan),  (3H>taln  ad  dragoons,  Mh  ofMarch,  1847 :  Brevet 
Major  fbr  gallant  and  meritorious  conduct  in  battles  of  Contreras  and  Churabosoo,  SOth  of 
August,  1847,  (Aug.  18, 1848) ;  where  he  was  severely  wounded  in  a  charge  of  dragoons  at 
San  Antonio  Gate ;  disbanded  31st  of  July,  1848."  {Dictionary  <y  the  Army  qf  the  CMCftf 
Statee,  Garoxsr's  2d  Edition,  page  303).  MivJor  McRKYif gum  afterwards  oonunaaded 
ist  New  York  Volunteer  (Lincoln)  cavalry,  to  whose  conmand  he  was  invited  at  the 
suggestion  of  Msjor-General  Philip  Kkarxtt.  In  regard  to  the  fhcts  connected  with  this 
command,  see  Document  No.  4L 
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RBMraiSCENCBB  OF  MAJOR 

OENEaAL  PHIUP  KKARBT.                         ■ 
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the  winter  of  1861  and  1862,  near  Fairftix  ^Alexandria)  Seminary.  The  men  of  these  oom> 
mandB  were  a  fh>licksome  and  mischevlous  lot  of  young  fellows  who  had  been  used  to 
rather  better  fbre  than  was  ftimlshed  by  the  Quartermaster,  and  consequently  soon  ac- 
quired an  unenviable  repu^tion  for  "accumulating"  things.  The  4th  N.  J.  and  the  1st 
N.  Y.,  were  frequently  complained  of  to  Oen.  Kkarnt,  not  only  by  the  residents  in  the 
vicinity  (to  whom  eggs,  butter,  milk  and  poultry,  soon  became  vnAmoton  quantities),  but 
by  neighboring  commands  who  made  up  (unwillingly)  all  the  losses  sustained  by  these  two 
regiments  In  the  way  of  pistols  and  equipments  generally.  On  one  occasion  when  com* 
plaints  had  come  in  rather  more  flreely  than  usual  Oen*.  Kkabny  indulging  in  considerable 
profttnity,  wound  up  by  declaring,  that  he  believed  the  shortest  way  to  capture  Richmond, 
was  **  to  put  a  rail  fence  on  the  other  side  and  the  4th  New*  Jersey  and  Lincoln  thieves 
would  charge  through  h— I  to  get  it.** 

•  •  •  •  ^  • 

**  At  a  subsequent  period  the  Lieutenant  (one  who  Incurred  Kkabmy's  displeasure  at  an 
earlier  date)  so  conducted  himself  in  the  field  under  the  General's  immediate  eye  as  to 
win  from  that  officer  the  hij^rat  compliments." 

Indeed  the  same  occurred  with  the  whole  1st  N.  Y.  regiment,  and  one  of  the  finest  monu- 
ments in  Greenwood  CTemetery  —  that  of  Lieut.  Harry  Hiddsn  —  bears  witness  to  the 
General's  opinion  of  the  fighting  qualities  of  those  whom  he  formerly  spoke  of  as  **  the 
Lincoln  thieves." 

"  If  a  marttnet  In  camp,  he  was  the  reverse  in  the  field,  and  would  censure  an  officer  for 
exacting  from  his  men  those  little  matters  of  etiquette  and  routine  duty,  which  he  so 
strenuously  insisted  upon  In  camp.  On  one  occasion  while  on  a  campaign  the  General 
rode  up  to  one  of  his  pickets  and  was  formally  met  by  the  reserve,  who  had  been  sum- 
moned flrom  their  sleep  to  receive  him.  Returning  their  salute,  he  commanded  "  break 
ranks,"  and  turning  to  the  officer  in  command  said,  "  let  us  have  no  more  of  this  d— d  non- 
sense on  this  campaign,  it's  well  enough  when  there's  nothing  else  to  do ;  now  we're  out 
here  to  fight,  and  when  we  can't  fight,  let  your  men  sleep.  Feed  them  well,  give  them 
plenty  of  sleep,  and  they'll  fight  like  h— 1." 

"  A  corporal  of  cavalry  on  one  of  Kearny's  campaigns  had  gallantly  led  a  small  squad  of 
men  against  some  rebel  inflemtry,  routing  them  and  capturing  some  prisoners.  That  nigh^ 
the  Greneral  rode  to  the  camp  of  the  cavalry,  called  the  corporal  out  in  front  of  his  com- 
rades, complimented  him  highly  for  his  bravery  and  promised  him  promotion.  In  two 
weeks  the  young  corporal  was  a  Second  Lieutenant,  sustaining  the  position  with  credit  and 
winning  still  flxrther  promotion." 
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CHAPTER    XXXII. 

THE    EPILOGUE. 

A   SUMMING   UP 

OF  THE 

CHABACTSKISTICS  OF  MAJOK-GSNEBAL  PHILIP  EJCASNT, 

WITH     INTEBE8TINO    ANECDOTES 

THROUGHOUT  HIS  CABEEE.* 

**  When  Erin  dtes  her  heart's  delights. 

The  men  of  her  right  hand, 
'Mid  stateemen,  prfeets,  and  bards  and  knights* 

-Tls  Sabsfiklo  leads  the  band  — 
Who,  haloed  with  the  battle's  lights, 
Where  Erin's  fbes  oppose  him,  fights 

And  tells  for  Fatherland ! " 

**  Lt  VraH€  OuUlon  drJOonneur  (Bayabs)  : 
The  true  Snstffn  (or  Standcard)  of  Monor.** 

*'  Bon  was  he  (Bayard)  In  Generoeltj  and  Jostlot; 
Bans-Pkur.  in  that  he  never  knew  Fear: 
Bans  Rkprochr,  since  he  was  never  wanting  to  Dnty ! " 

Idecu  /rom  Old  lAfe  cf  Bayard. 

"  Nu  oFricER  LIVING."  Said  William  III  (the  great  Batch  King  of  England  — one  of 
the  bent  Judices  of  liumftn  character  and  military  merit  who  ever  lived),  **  who  has 
RREN  so  LiTTLK  HKRvicK  AM  MY  LoRD  MARLROBOuaH  (the  first  of  English  genorals),  13 
wo  FIT  FOR  OREAT  COMMANDS."  —  Macaflay's  "  HUtory  <4  EnffUmd,"  III,  616-17. 

Perhap6  no  equal  number  of  words  could  be  selected  to  express  morejostly  Phiu 
Kkarny's  capabilities  as  a  Commander. 

"  Tell  me  (Napoleon  to  Dumas),  what  do  you  think  of  Nabbonns,  whom  I  have  eei^l 
to  command  at  Raab  ?  "  "  Bire,"  I  replied,  "  I  think  he  Ib  a  man  whose  capacity  is  flt  for 
everything :  he  has  an  elevated  heart,  and  I  believe  he  has  all  sorts  of  courage."  "  Good ! 
but  he  han  never  seen  a  gun  fired."  "  8tre,  I  do  not  believe  that  he  needg  any  apprenUof' 
ship.**  —  "  MemoirM  of  hU  oum  time ;  includifig  the  Revolution^  the  Empire,  <tnd  the  Segton- 
turn."  By  Lieut-Gen.  Ck>unt  Mathiku  Dumas,  in  two  volumes,  vol.  ir.  pp.  317-18. 

*  In  presenting  this  work  to  the  public,  the  author  begs  its  indulgence.  Stimulated  by 
no  ambition  of  applause,  nor  yet  actuated  by  any  pecuniary  inducement,  be  commeaiKd 
the  Lifle  of  Philip  Kkarny  as  a  labor  of  love,  and  now  offers  it  as  a  memento  of  almost 
Araternal  regard  and  respect  —  a  rough  but  honest  monument  of  the  worth,  patrioUsm  sod 
ability  of  a  relative,  deeply  regretted  by  the  whole  nation,  and  who  was  as  a  brotherlo 
the  writer,  and  a  fother  to  the  writer's  son,  serving,  at  one  time,  with  him  in  the  field. 
If  this  work  exhibits  imperf\pctions,  he  will  none  the  less  be  fhlly  compensated  by  tbe 
reflection  that  he  was  willing  to  hazard  everything,  in  order  to  place  in  a  proper  positioa 
the  man  to  whom  this  nation  Is  so  much  Indebted.  The  book  has  l>een  written  dortnc 
intervals,  flrom  pressing  business  pursuits,  and,  indeed,  the  author  never  was  sure  that  it 
would  be  published.  The  greater  part  was  written  and  stereotyped  in  the  snmmerof  UA; 
but  Its  publication  has  been  n^lected  up  to  the  present  time.  Such  as  it  Is,  we  ofRtr  wtlh 
all  due  humility,  only  regretting  that  our  ability  Is  not  equal  to  the  grandeur  of  onr  soltfeet. 
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"  Tboogta  a  strict  disciplinarian,  (Prince)  Euqxns  (of  Savoy)  .was  a  Friend  of  tho  Sol- 
dier; and,  owlns  to  bis  kindness  of  disposition  and  easy  aflkbUity  of  manners,  greatly 
beloved  by  officers  as  well  as  privates.  His  exertions  to  secure  regular  supplies  of  provi- 
sions tor  tbe  troops  were  constant  and  unremitting ;  and  many  of  bis  letters,  wriUen  on 
tbls  Important  point,  bear  tbe  strongest  possible  affinity  to  tbose  by  tbe  Duke  of  Welling- 
ton on  tbe  same  subject."  -  *'£ioffrapMei  of  Eminent  aodien  (tf  the  last  Jbur  Ctnturiet."  By 
MiUor-(ieneral  Johv  Mitchell,  page  247. 

"  Fond  man 
*  •  yet  take  tblB  tmtb  from  me, 
Virtue*  alone  Is  true  nobility."  Jutsnat.. 

"  Tbe  fev'rlng  gods  tbe  brave  consign 
E'en  in  tbelr  deatb  to  song  divine."  Pistdab. 

**  Hier  lyes  8xb  Johit  thx  Gbahamk  wigbt  and  wise, 
Ane  of  the  Chief  retkeuHt  Scotland  thrite, 
Ane  Better  Knigbt  not  totbeworlde  was  lent. 
Nor  was  guld  Graham,  of  Trutb  and  Hardlment 

Sir  JoHK  was  slain  by  tbe  Engllsbe  \ 

22d  July.  129B." 

:^taph  in  FaJUOrk  Ovureh  Tardt  ScoOand. 

**  Ay,  man  Is  manly.    Here  you  see 

The  warrlorKsarrlage  of  tbe  head. 
And  brave  dilation  of  tbe  frame ; 

And  llgbttng  all  tbe  soul  that  led 
ta  (Williamsburg's  hot)  charge  to  victory, 

Which  Justifies  bis  fkme. 

"  A  cheering  picture.   It  is  good 

To  look  upon  a  (Thief  like  this, 
In  whom  tbe  spirit  moulds  the  form. 

Where  Ihvorlng  nature,  oft  remiss, 
With  eagle  mien  expressive  has  endued 

A  man  to  kindle  strains  that  warm. 

*'  Trace  ba<ik  his  lineage,  and  bis  sires, 
Yeoman  or  noble,  you  shall  find 
Enrolled  with  men  of  Aglncourt, 

Heroes  who  shared  great  Harry's  mind, 
Down  to  us  come  the  knightly  Norman  fires, 
And  ftx)nt  tbe  Templars  bore. 

**  Nothing  can  lift  the  heart  of  man 
Like  manhood  in  a  fbllow-man. 
The  thought  of  heaven's  great  King  afkr 

But  humbles  us  —  too  weak  to  scan ; 
But  manly  greatness  men  can  span, 
And  feel  the  bonds  that  draw." 
**  Bame^pieeea  and  AspeeU  of  the  War."  By  Hkrkan  Mklyxlls. 

**  It  has  been  remarked,  and  no  doubt  with  truth,  by  those  who  best  knew  Sir  Ralph 
(Abxbcbokbt),  that  the  drcnmstanoes  attending  his  death  were  nearly  such  as  he  would 
have  chosen  fbr  himself.  The  same  sentiment  has  been  thus  beautlfhlly  expressed  by  one 
who  did  not  personally  know  him  :  *  Over  Sir  Ralph  Abkrcrombt  Ida  not  mtteh  lament ; 
Ihll  of  yearn  and  fuU  of  honor^  he  teems,  roith  hit  own  handi,  to  have  erected  a  monttment  of 
glory,  and  then  ealnUy  entered  iL  When  death  must  come,  it  never  comes  better  than  disffuised 
as  glory.   Such  <u  his  sfunUd  rather  be  revered  ttmn  deplored.* 

**  Sir  Ralph,  who  always  regarded  unhesitating  devotion  to  the  public  service  as  the 
first  du^  of  a  soldier,  could  not  review  his  own  career  during  the  war  without  a  conscious 
Ibeling  that  neither  unlocked  fbr  disappointment  nor  ultimate  ftUlure,  which  might  have 

*TiBTUa^  "  Manhood,  the  sum  of  all  tho  corporeal  or  mental  excellencies  of  man." 

•  Amdbswb. 
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To  sum  up  the  charaoter  of  Major-General  Philip  Kkabst,  bo 
as  to  present  a  word-portrait  which  will  he  ^allBf:tutory  at  onoo 
to  the  author  aod  to  the  reader,  ts  a  task  of  uo  BDiall  dilticuli^. 
CoKTLAJTDT  Parkeb,  Esq.,  of  New  Jorsey,haB  done  so  with  great 
ability ;  but  it  is  rather  of  the  Mau  than  the  Soldier.  Kkaksy 
has  been  compared  to  Desaix,  and  to  Bayako,  and  to  RrpSBT, 
and  to  Claveruocse,  and  to  Zietuen,  and  to  Skvdlitz,  a  twin 
spirit.  Popular  opliifou  assigns  all  these  to  one  and  the  same 
class,  although  they  differed,  the  one  from  the  other,  in  many  ytr- 
ticuiars,  as  much  as  days  differ,  or  twilight  from  morning;  yes, 
even  moonlight  from  sunlight.  Keakn't  had  more  reckless 
dash  than  Desaix,  more  ambition  than  Bayabd,  more  patriot- 
ism than  Ci-AVKRHouss,  more  judgment  than  Ropkbt,  and  ygt 
he  possessed  elements  in  common  with  them  all,  even  as  each 
was  akin  to  the  other  in  certain  marked  characteristics.  Re- 
flection has  led  to  the  conviction  that  Phil.  Kbaiu.-y,  taken 
altogether,  bore  the  most  striking  resemblance  to  the  great 
Prussian  hero,  Geboaed  Lsbebbcbt  Blucher,  in  hia  tastes, 
habits,  tactics  and  texture  of  mind,  in  a  word,  in  his  "  dinxt 
and  daring  genius,"  not  only  as  a  soldier,  but  as  an  iudividaiU. 
Blucher,  for  a  long  time,  was  misunderstood  and  under-esti- 
mated, until  results  demonstrated  that  the  popular  hero  was 
the  real  hero.  So  was  Kkaknt.  Napoleosj  used  to  call  Blu- 
CH£B  the  "Dragoon";  the  old  military  lugh-caste,  "  Yunker- 
thum,"  nicknamed  him  "Slash-sabre,"  and  the  world  believed 
that  these  epithets  were  just,  until  be  arrived  at  the  positloa 
where  he  could  display  his  wonderful  common  sense.     Bxperts 


BlOORAPUr  OF  MAJOR-GENERAI.  FHILTP  KEABST.  485 

t)ien  diecovered  thnt  the  dash  and  the  cut  and  the  stab  of  the 
cavalry  officer,  or  "  Old  Trooper,"  were  subordinate  to  mental 
faculliea  which  only  required  certain  cirunmstanceB  for  their 
dUplay  ill  all  their  intense  brightness.  Was  not  this  emphati- 
cally 80  with  Kearnt  —  cnielly  depreciated  by  McCieu-an  — 
UDtil,  being  dead,  he  no  longer  stood  in  the  way  of  either  chief 
or  favorites?  If  McClsllan  did  ahed  tears  over  his  dead 
body,  as  was  reported,  were  they  the  tears  of  regret  for  the 
groat  soldier  lost  to  Itis  country,  or  of  remorse,  which  recog- 
nized, when  too  late,  injustice  done,  fidcUty  unrewarded  and 
services  ignored  ?  Bluchek  is  almost  better  known  as  Marshal 
"Forwards"  than  by  any  other  title.  This  term,  first  applied 
to  him  by  the  Russian  contingent  serving  under  his  orders,  was 
at  once  adopted  by  the  Prussians,  immediately  after  by  the 
whole  of  Germany,  by  England,  and  throughout  the  vast  forces 
of  the  Allies.  Yet  few  Generals  ever  retreated  oftener  than 
Bluchkr,  but  then  his  retreats  were  masterpieces.  His  circnil- 
OUB  retreat  to  Lubeck,  in  1806,  doubling  like  a  fos,  was  wondcr- 
iiil  in  its  fierce  obstinacy ;  his  falling  back  before  Nky,  to  tho 
Bober,  in  1813,  during  which  tho  affair  of  Haynau  occurred, 
cost  Napoleon  a  division,  without  any  adequate  return.  By 
hia  alternate  advancing  and  retiring,  in  September,  1813,  he 
exasperated  and  depressed  NAroLEOx,  who  saw  the  illusion  of 
French  glory  passing  away.  This  systematic  plan  of  avoiding 
a  battle,  irritated  the  Emperor  even  more  than  the  loss  of  con- 
temporaneous battles,  and  occasioned  the  French  greater  suffer- 
ing and  casualties  than  could  have  resulted  fi-om  a  general 
engagement.  In  18H,  Butchkb  never  retreated  but  to  return 
agilin  with  redoubled  vigor,  doubly  dangerous.  How  beauti- 
fully Norvins  expresses  this  when  Napoleox,  hoping  (22d  Feb- 
roary,  I8H)  to  catch  Schwa RTZKNBr kg  nloue,  "learns  with  the 
greatest  surprise  that  the  corps  (in  his  front)  is  that  of  Saokkx, 
belonging  to  that  eternal  army  of  Dluchek,  which,  everyjohere, 
reproduced  itself  and  seemed  to  be  bom  again,  from  it*  ruins." 
Was  it  not  even  bo  with  Kkahnt  and  his  division,  "  fought  to 
pieces  through  the  incapacity  of  .  superiors  ? "  Again,  Ccst 
remarks  of  that  same  army  of  Bluchkr:  "He  (Napoleon) 
ibrgot  that  five  victories  vcre  not  a  campaign,  and  that  the 


486  BIOGBAPHT  OF  MAJOR-OENSRAL  PHILIP  EKABNY. 

wave  (Blucheb)  which  he  had  forced  back,  would  at  length 
return  in  pristine  power  to  engulf  him."  Did  not  the  gallant 
remains  of  Ebabnt^s  division  win  and  hold  the  field  of 
Chantilly,  on  which  he  himself  breathed  forth  his  glorious  life? 

Who,  but  Blucheb,  could  have  brought  up  an  army  from 
lost  Ligny  to  victoriously-annihilating  Waterloo  ?  Was  it  not 
even  so  with  Keabky  ?  His  prompt  advance  to  Manassas,*  his 
hurrying  on  to  Williamsburg,  bearing  with  him  succor,  safety 
and  success,  was  not  near  as  grand  as  his  tenacity  before  Rich- 
mond in  the  retreat  to  the  James,  and  during  the  gradual  fall- 
ing back  from  Warrenton  to  Fairfax.  The  very  &ct  that  he 
restrained  the  pursuit  at  Fair  Oaks,  as  represented  by  Heikt- 
ZELMAN,  shows  that  the  fiery  ardor  of  the  soldier  was  tempered 
by  the  sound  discretion  of  the  Greneral. 

Here  another  of  the  many  close  resemblances  to  Batabd  pre- 
sents itself.  After  the  battle  of  Ravenna,  fought  on  Easter 
Sunday,  10th  April*  1512,  the  renmant  of  the  defeated  Spaniards 
were  retiring  slowly,  but  in  good  order,  upon  the  fastness  of 
Ravenna.  Bayard,  returning  from  the  pursuit  in  another  direc- 
tion, descried  this  still  unbroken  force,  and  prepared  to  charge 
it.  Thereupon  a  single  Spaniard  left  the  ranks,  and  accosted 
him  gravely  thus :  "  Senor,  you  must  perceive  that  you  have  not 
men  enough  with  you  to  charge  us  to  advantage  (or  to  effect  any 
thing).  You  have  won  the  battle^  be  satisfied,  and  let  us  go; 
for  if  we  get  off  safe,  it  is  God's  will."    The  veteran  Bayard 

*  In  tbe  New  York  Tncss  of  8th  September,  1869,  la  an  allosion  to  tiie  Reimrt  of  Kkaiutt 
as  to  this  advance  on  Manassaa,  which  proves  (as  that  Report  Is  quoted)  that  the  state- 
ment of  Its  suppression  la  true.  The  article  referred  to  Is  on  the  second  pase,  entlUed,  "  A 
DAY  IK  Greknwood,"  and  the  quotation  occurs  in  the  last  paragraph  {HA  oolnmn  of  it  J  in 

the  section :  

"LIEUTENANT  HIDDEN. 

"  Taming  away  from  these  ponderous  dwellings  of  the  dead,  cross  to  the  modest  granite 
column  which  rises  on  the  grassy  slope  beyond.  It  is  the  monument  of  Ueatenant  Hkvbt 
B.  Hidden,  who  fell  in  a  gallant  charge  in  1862.  In  the  beginning  of  the  war  when  a  very 
general  desire  prevailed  among  the  r^:ular  army  officers  to  make  the  cavalry  arm  of  tbe 
service  illustrate  the  dashing  heroism  associated  with  it  in  all  countries  from  time  hranemo- 
rlal,  but  which,  owing  to  the  nature  of  the  country  through  which  the  straggle  was  fought 
out  had  never  been  realized,  the  dashing  heroism  of  Lieutenant  Hiddkn  was  men^orializod 
as  an  example  to  that  arm  of  the  service.  (See  Chapter  XIX  and  accompanying  Doco* 
ments.)    Beneath  the  bronze  figure  of  the  dead  soldier  is  the  following  inscription : 

'*  *  Lieutenant  Henbt  B.  Hiddkn  :  Born  in  New  Kork :  Killed  at  Sangster's  Station,  Vx, 
March  9, 1862,  at  the  age  of  23  years,  in  a  gallaht  and  successAil  charge  with  14  dragoons 
upon  150  rebel  infantry.' 

••  HE  ILL  TRATED  THE  CAVALRY  SERVICE  AND  OPENZD  FOR  IT  A  NBW 
ERA."  —  VUic  Major-Oeneral  PHUi.  Kka&nt's  Report 
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eQently  acknowledged  the  justice  of  the  warning,  even  though 
altered  b;  an  enemy.  His  men  and  horses  were  both  fought 
out,  he  had  no  supports  or  i-eservos,  the  enemy  was  faiUnj^  baek 
on  his  intrenchments ;  the  judgment  of  the  cool  and  experienced 
leader  regulated  the  ardor  of  the  knightly  swordsman.  Ho 
held  in  his  men. 

A  short  time  afterward,  the  French  General-in-chief,  Gabtos 
DK  Foil,  incruBled,  from  plume  to  spar,  with  blood,  came  gallop- 
ing Dp  with  a  body  of  cavalry,  npon  the  rear  of  the  same  force 
of  Spaniards.  "  Who  goes  there  ?  "  he  demanded  of  his  officers. 
"The  Spaniards  whom  we  have  beaten."  "  Charge  them  ! "  and 
the  French  horse  spurred  upon  the  SpaniBh  pikes.  Thereupon 
the  defeated  but  undaunted  musketeers  poured  out  a  nmrderoua 
volley.  Down  went  G.vston,  and  the  French  were  repulsed. 
Tlien  the  Spanish  infantry  ruMicil  upon  him  with  their  pikes 
and  halberts  (the  bayonets  of  that  era),  hamstrung  his  horse,  and 
despatched  him  with  a  hundred  stabs.  He  had  fitluen  wounds 
in  the  fac«  alone. 

At  Fair  Oaks,  if  Heistzbi.man  is  correct,  Keahny  acted  like 
the  sagacious  Bavard,  not  like  the  impetuous  Gaston. 

Nevertheless,  when  the  hour  was  propitious,  no  one  was 
prompter  to  say  "  On."  "  He  has  heart  and  courage,"  was  hia 
highest  commendation  of  an  officer,  but  he  also  said  "judgment 
nnd  experience."  Misjudged  Kbabny  —  grand  soldier,  but 
oonsommate  General ! 

Superficial  writers  havo  styled  Phil.  Eeabnt  "  the  Batard 
of  our  army,"  because  Bayard's  name  is  universally  considered 
as  synonymous  with  gallantry.  But,  carry  out  the  comparison 
in  all  its  bearings,  and  it  will  hold  equally  good.  This  parallel 
between  Kearxy  and  Bayaed  commences  with  the  careers  ol 
both  men  —  the  "bravest  of  the  brave"  —  and  holds  good 
in  almost  every  detail.  Both  were  consummate  riders  in 
early  youth ;  the  latter  distinguishing  himself  as  such  at 
thirteen.  Charles  VUI,  of  France,  no  mean  horseman  him- 
self, nicknamed  him  "Piquet"  from  his  fiiriocs  spurring — 
*'pii/tief  piquet"  ("spur!  spur!"),  Kearny's  crossing  the 
Pedrcgnl  in  Mexico  by  night,  as  a  feat,  will  pair  off  with 
Batasq's  charge  at  Agnadello,  through  water  up  to  his  horse's 
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belly;  and  the  former  dashing  on  in  1847,  to  the  attack  of , 
the  San  Antonio  gate  of  Mexico,  with  the  latter's  equally 
audacious  charge  into  the  streets  of  Milan  in  1500.  Both 
believed  in  the  doctrine  never  to  despise  an  enemy,  and  like 
Rohan,  a  master  spirit  in  war,  considered  that  too  much  money 
could  not  be  thrown  away  on  good  spies,  Who  had  proved  they 
were  to  be  trusted.  Batabd  paid  his  spies  so  well  that  they 
would  rather  have  died  than  betray  him,  and  he  never  slept 
before  any  affair  of  importance,  passing  the  previous  night  in 
preparation.  Kearnt  was  in  an  equal  degree  wisely  lavish  and 
presciently  vigilant.  Ksa&nt  as  richly  deserved  the  motto 
ascribed  to  his  valor  as  Bayard  :  ^'  Vires  agminis  ttnus  habdP 
Nor  was  the  chevalier  son  of  warlike  Dauphiny  more  generous 
to  captured  foes  than  the  knightly  son  of  New  York. 

Lieutenant  R.  L ,  aid  to  Major-6eneral  D.  B ,  relates 

an  anecdote  of  Eearxy  to  demonstrate  his  sympathy  and  gen- 
erosity toward  the  sick  of  our  army.     L was  on  board 

the  Knickerbocker  steamer  prostrate  with  Chickahominy  fever, 
and  the  vessel  was  filled  with  victims  to  the  same  terrible  dis- 
ease, due  to  the  long  inaction  and  severe  labors  of  our  army  in 
that  pestiferous  region.  Ele  says  that  Ebabny  came  on  board 
to  visit  the  sick  and  cheer  them  up  by  this  evidence  that  they 
had  the  warm  and  active  sympathy  of  their  superior.  Esarnt 
went  through  that  large  boat  —  that  floating  lazar-house— 
with  a  kind  word,  a  pleasant  smile,  a  grasp  of  his  single  hand 
and  some  soothing  or  inspiriting  remark  for  every  one.  Nor 
was  his  sympathy  confined  to  words  and  smiles  alone.  Wher- 
ever he  thought  that  money  was  needed  he  did  not  wait  till  it 

was  asked.    L saw  him  put  a  twenty  dollar  gold  piece 

into  the  hands  of  more  than  one,  and  thinks  he  must  have 
bestowed  several  hundreds  of  dollars  in  this  glorious  exhibition 
of  manly  feeling  on  that  occasion.  Is  there  any  record  of  Mo- 
Clbllan's  having  done  any  thing  like  this  ? 

Nor  was  Kearny's  generosity  confined  to  our  own  men,  to  our 
sick  and  our  wounded.  On  more  than  one  occasion  he  supplied 
Rebel  officers  who  had  been  taken  prisoners  with  means  not  only 
sufficient  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  moment  but  to  enable 
them  to  get  along  until  they  could  receive  remittances  from 
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home.  Kkaknky's  geoeroua  liberality,  although  frequent  and 
munificent,  was  of  that  sterling  kind,  which  hiis  the  cominend- 
ntiou  of  Bcriplure,  done  in  secret,  not  even  letting  the  left 
hand  know  what  the  right  hand  had  done. 

Kbarmy  never  forgot  the  gallant  SxrAHT,  who  waa  mortally 
woanded  hy  Aia  side*  In  the  engagement  witli  the  Rogue  River 
Indians,  17th  June,  1851,  and  died  on  the  following  day.  Afcer 
the  campaign  was  over  and  Kearny  had  returned  to  California 
he  wrote  to  his  friend  Rufts  Ingalls  —  then  Captain  and 
Asustant  Quarter  master,  now  Colonel,  Chief  QuarterraaBter,  New 
York  city,  and  Brevet  Major-General  U.  S.  A.,  the  distinguished 
Qnartermaster-in -Chief  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  —  and 
roqnested  htm  to  Bend  a  detachment  from  Fort  Vancouver, 
Washington  Territory,  and  obtain  the  body  of  Captain  Stuart, 
which  had  been  buried  on  the  field,  where,  nobly  discharging 
his  duty,  tie  had  been  shot  down.  Kkahnt  likewise  forwarded 
aline  metal  case  for  the  remains,  and  continued  to  display  his 
interest  in  the  matter  by  letters  even  after  he  reached  the  Sand- 
wich Islands  and  China,  remitting  a  draft  for  the  expenses 
inoarred,  and  paying  this  last  tribnte  of  respect  to  a  deceased 
brother  in  arms,  a  man  after  his  own  heart. 

Captain  Ingalis  faithfully  complied  with  his  wishes  and  the 
body  was  restored  to  Stoakt's  relations  and  native  State,  Sonth 
Carolina,  which  voted  a  sword  to  the  captain's  eldest  brother  aa 
a  tohen  of  the  peculiar  pride  and  affection  with  which  it  cher- 
ished the  memory  of  its  dead  son  and  soldier. 

How  many  more  instances  of  this,  Keaeny'b  disinterested 
liberality,  might  be  related. 

No  man  understood  better  than  Kkahnt  the  meaning  of 
"military  arithmetic,"  as  Napoleon  styled  "his  meting  out 
death  by  the  hour." 

Both  our  own  and  France's  "  knightly,"  "  electric  "  and  electri- 
fying Batards  bore  themselves  with  knightly  courtesy  to  tha 
vanqnished.  Both  may  be  said  to  have  possessed  three  excellent 
qnalities  of  a  great  General,  "assault  of  the  ram  (the  Roman 
arjes,  or  ram,  battered  down  every  thing  before  it),  the  defense 
of  the  wild-boar  (an  animal  famous  for  its  fierce  resistance)  and 
the  flight  of  the  wolf"  (most  dangerous  if  close  preesed).  Both 
02 
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kft  Whind  them  the  reputation  of  fewmg  neither  the  TKb& 
tudi*  of  the  9i-a«on*,  the  tempesu  of  life,  nor  the  Tiolate Jl 
nun -ever  wise  and  bravely  loyal.    When  we  think  ofhw 
Kkvksy's  deeds  tallied  with  the  promise  of  hia  few  bat  M 
words  in  relation  to  the  doty  of  a  citixen  and  a  toldiw,  rttte 
crisis  of  the  nation,  words  uttered  whUe  a  boy  at  school;  w«r^ 
rei.e:.tinl  in  his  letter  accepting  the  magnificent  sword  pnaowa 
al\er  his  return  from  Mexico ;  words  always  borne  mmnum 
lived  up  to  by  him;  words  toUlly  misunderstood  by  toonaay 
of  our  own  people,  and  which  could  not  have  been  fdt  by  Uwm 
who  were  — 

•      •      "  mere  fcrelfDHt  of  rnvA  wnowm. 
Of  T«rtoo»  natloiw.  and  all  VoIiiiiMei*; 
Sot  flchlloic  for  the  ooontty  orll»  aowa. 
But  wishing  to  be  one  day  brlgidlaa : " 

it  seems  as  if  no  praise  which  has  been  accorded  to  him Ji 
too  flattering.  lie  n^inquished  all  that  made  life  desirable, 
like  another  son  of  our  Empire  State,  the  honest,  fearic^ 
Wadswortii,  and  like  him,  to  use  Lincoln's  words,  whirii 
can  never  die  while  our  language  lives,  both  "gave  (for  the 
Union)  the  last  fiill  measure  of  devotion,*'  and  on  their  bicrt  * 
foil  fast  and  freely  the  tears*  of  the  people,  in  whose  cause 

they  died. 

It  has  been  justly  remarked  that  no  fine,  manly  character 
can  exist  which  doJs  not  possess,  and  present,  many  traits  of 
the  womanly.     This  was  eminently  the  case  of  Puil.  Keab5T, 

•  ••  He  was  the  best  General  in  the  army:  hit  mu  ''^^  ««*^'*'*"'*^'''*' ^^^^^J^^ 
dlvlHlon  wlored  him.    Mauy  a  poor  fellow  was  seen  on  the  road,  crying  for  hi»  M*    ^^ 
too,  fl<»  not  hhwh  for  my  manhood,  when  I  acknowledge  that  I  shed  tears.       A.  r. 
Hutunlny,  Kc|)t<>mber  13th,  1862. 

"  H  h  «Ieath  \\m  cast  a  feeling  of  gloom  over  the  city.    AU  the  flags  are  at  ^™^" 
tin*  ili'i'pwt  n»Kret  Ih  everywhere  manifested  fbr  the  death  of  this  brave,  gallant,  war 
ami  iu«'onu)llHhe<I  Holdler."  —  Xruxirk p<iprr,  4th  Soptember,  18tt 

•'  h'MTly  tlH»  next  morning  (2d  Heptember),  however,  a  flag  of  truce  came  In  from  OenersI 
I.KK.  with  woril  that  Kkakny's  body  had  been  found.  •  •  General  Hbintm:lic^« 
iiiirn  di>tiilt<Hi  MRjf.r  IJiiiNET,  *  •  to  receive  It ;  *  •  but  before  reaching  the  outpcfl* 
lin  niiit  H  parly  having  the  remains  In  charge.  They  had  been  informally  **®^*^'*^"*^  *^ 
4IIII  iiMMi.  without  walling  for  the  usual  escort  to  come  up.  27k^  body  hod  been  'J^*^ 
But^d,  phtot,  vHitrh,  dinmowl  brooch,  flngrr-rings,  and  the  pocket-book,  in  which  the.  Om0^ 
ultihu/a  kritt  a  U\ri]f  iwiminf  of  vvmey. 

"  Among  the  vlHltora  ton  lay.  to  see  the  remains,  was  the  colored  servant  of  General 
KfAHNV,  who  burst  Into  an  agony  of  grief  on  taklnga  parting  look  at  the  body  offci* 
tliiMl  iiittNtiT."  —  AlUu and  Arpua  (Corrftsi>ondence),  Monday,  September  5th,  JdCi. 

I  h'or  thi>  Hontlmentvs  of  general  gloom  felt  by  all  classes,  see  Johx  Y.  Fo8TK«'8 '*  J?"" 
Jiitry  riful  the  BebcUton"  pogve  815, 816  and  817,  which  there  Is  no  room  to  Losert^J 
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and  was  expressed  in  a  hundred  ways,  bnt  never  more  tonch- 
ingly  BO  than  in  bis  watclifiil  cnre  of  his  men.  In  a  letter 
to  his  cousin,  PmuF  John  Kbahst,  M»jor  of  the  Eleventh 
New  Jersey  Volunteers,  a  victim,  at  the  age  of  twenty- one,  to  a 
mortal  wound  received  at  Gettysbnrg,  he  writes :  "  You  must 
have  leamt  something  of  the  nature  of  men,  as  tq  controlling 
them  with  decision,  but  Utile  harshness;  with  disciplme,  but 
justice ;  but,  above  all,  with  careful  watchfulness  of  their  rights 
and  comforts.  Men  are  veri/  i/rateful ;  far  more  »o  than  the 
tittle  oit€  viay  do  for  them  deserves.  As  to  perfecting  yourself  in 
your  new  position  (as  an  officer)  never  let  it  pass  from  your 
mind  in  what  a  false  position  a  gentleman  is,  who  assumes  to  be 
tehai  he  is  nolJ"  Previously  he  had  remarked  as  a  sequence  to 
the  foregoing  advice :  "  ^  yon  display  courage,  it  mil  grace- 
fully eooer  a  multitude  of  shortcomings"  Was  not  this  noble- 
aeea  and  gentleness  combined,  justifying  the  words  of  an  aid- 
<i&«amp  in  refemiig  to  the  letters  of  his  deceased  General: 
"To  you  (the  author)  they  will  serve  to  recall  that  uharniing 
triut  in  his  noble  character,  thoughtfulnesa  of  others,  and  the 
desire  to  reward  whom  he  admired,  and  condemn  whom  he 
despised.  Had  he  lived,  his  sword  wonld  have  been  his  hiti- 
tory,"  No  wonder  this  aid  remembered  Keabny's  words  of 
cheer  when  severely  wounded ;  "  I  regret  extremely  the  pain 
you  must  euScr,  and  yet  it  is  the  high  insignia  of  distinction." 
What  a  balm  such  language  to  the  young  and  brave  aspirant 
for  military  honors,  to  whom  he  added,  "Join  me  as  soon  as 
you  can,"  and  then,  "  knowing  your  ardent  military  spirit,  I 
caution  you  not  to  retard  your  cure  by  over  anxiety.  And  yet, 
I  tmat  to  having  you  shortly,  permanently  installed  as  one  of 
my  staff."  Could  man  have  written  more  comforting  words  to 
s  gallant  soldier,  burning  to  join  his  beloved  commander,  words 
with  promise  of  fresh  opportunities  of  acquiring  glory  in  the 
light  of  an  example  such  as  Eeabn'v's,  and  breathing  a  compas- 
uonate  interest,  such  as  never  exists  bnt  in  the  heart  of  a  hero.* 


4MluwrleaIatf  (1^fllcult]ed— took  In  tbe  career  of  ■  yoiin£  frlflnd  and  youtbfUt  aoldler. 
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"  No.  1,  Bakculy  St.,  Nkw  York.  StpL  14th,  laKL 
"  Dkab  Okkxbal  —  Your  fkror  of  tbe  5th  came  duly  to  hand.  Thanln  for  yonr  kind 
remembrance  of  me.  I  enclose  four  letters  from  General  KZARmr  to  me,  written  to  me 
when  I  was  safferlng  intense  agony  from  wonnda  received  at  Fair  Oaks  and  he  sofEertng 
as  much  from  the  blundering  on  tho  Peninsnla.  ThesA  letters.  I  fear,  on  looking  over 
them  again,  will  not  prove  of  much  interest  to  tbe  public,  but  for  me  they  abed  a  br^bt 
halo  over  that  otherwise  wretched  portion  of  my  military  experience.  .To  you.  they  will 
serve  to  recall  that  charming  trait  In  bis  noble  charactar,  *  thou^tftillness  for  others.'  aad 
the  desire  to  reward  where  he  admired,  and  condemn  where  he  desplaod.  Had  he  lived 
his  sword  would  have  been  his  history.  His  death  leaves  to  yon  the  honorable  task  — 
may  God  speed  you  in  it  is  tho  wish  of 

•*  Your  friend, 

"  FirZOERALD.- 

"  KEADQUARTEBS  THIRD  DIVISION,) 
"  Fair  Oajcs,  8ih  Jufy,  1882.  / 

"  Mt  Drar  Lirctrnant  — I  regret  extremely  tho  pain  you  must  suffer,  and  yet  it  is 

the  high  Insignia  of  distinction.    I  regret  extremely  that  jrou  are  not  here,  for  I  shall  misa 

you  in  tbe  coming  fif^t.    I  now  propose  to  you  what  I  had  always  contemplated,  malrtng 

you  my  Aid.  if  it  meets  your  pleasure.   At  tho  same  time  you  are  proposed  for  a  captaincy 

In  your  regiment.    *   * 

**  Ever  sincerely  yours. 

"  P.  KEARNY, 

**  SrUf.'Gen.  Oommcmdino  9i  invUtOH." 

••  HEADQUARTERS,  THIRD  DIVISION,  > 
"  Harrison's  Laitdikci  Sth  Juljf,  IBBS.    J 

**  My  Drar  CAPTAnr — I  was  very  happy  to  receive  yours  of  the  25th  June.  I  am  sony 
that  your  wound  is  still  troublesome.  However,  Join  me  as  soon  as  yon  can  —  and  thore 
will  be  plenty  of  office  work,  until  you  can  mount. 

"  We  have  had  several  desperate  engagements  and  liearfol  losses,  but  strange  to  say,  tho 

pique  and  Jealousy  of ,  frt>m  his  ignorance,  or  of  McClellan,  ftt>m  sundry  old 

reasons  and  new  ones  —  the  principal  one  that  I  made  an  outcry  at  his  Intrigues  to  have 
General  Scott  driven  out  of  service  byHighU  and  dUgyuU;*  more  recently  that,  from 
before  the  enemy's  leaving  Manassas,  I  criticised  his         *  ^  *  (plans)  haro 

proven  a  prophet.  There  is  not  an  action,  not  a  position,  not  a  retreat  that  I  did  not  point 
out  three  weeks  since. 

"  Whilst  I  sincerely  sympathise  with  the  pleasure  yon  must  aflbrd  those  at  your  home^ 
and  Join  most  heartily  in  the  ovations  your  noble  courage  entitles  you  to,  I  do  hope  that 
you  will  not  delay  your  arival.  My  letter  is  sufficient  authority  for  you  as  of  a  fhll  order. 
•  *  •  e  e  e  •  •  ••  a* 

**  Very  sincerely  yours, 

•*  P.  KEARNY, 

Brig.-Ofn.  Oommandlitc  IMeUkm, 
"  Oapt.  Louis  FiTZORRALD,  iOth  N.  Y.  VoU, 

"  Whilst  I  study  in  my  Staff  the  ornamental,  remembjer  thai  I  onlte  with  it  Immense 
exertion,  such  as  I  have  already  found  in  you.  K*T. 

"  Our  command  is  small  In  numbers,  but  In  very  high  spirits      •       •       a 

"  HEADQUARTERS.  THIRD  DIVraiON,  THIRD  OORPS,\ 
"  Harrison's  I.AKJ>iiro,  I7th  Jufy.  / 

"  Mt  Drar  Fitzorrald  — I  have  Just  received  a  letter  fh>m  Mr.  £.  L.  Ltngh  staking 
that,  although  recovered  ttom  yonr  wound,  you  are  suffering  fW>m  typhoid. 

'*  Knowing  your  ardent  military  spirit,  I  must  caution  you  not  to  retard  your  core  by' 
over-anxiety.    And  yet,  I  trust  to  having  you  shortly  permanently  installed  as  one  of  my 
SUfT. 

*  "  General  Scott's  partisans  complain  that  McClrixax  Is  very  dlsrespectfhl  In  his 
dealings  with  General  Scott."  etc  —  Ourowski's  *'  IHary,**  vol.  I,  page  IQO.  [This  not*  li 
not  added  to  Justify  the  opinion,  but  excose  It.] 
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Like  Blui:uer,  like  Seydi.itz,  and  all  natnritl  born  soldiers, 
Keakky  could  not  live  without  cxeilctncnt.  H«  was  fond  of 
wine,  as  ft  gentleman,  a  real  gentleman,  should  be,  in  moderation; 
of  good  cheer;  of  good  company;  of  the  society  of  the  accom- 
plished of  the  opposite  eex,  and  fpeculation,  which  in  him 
represented  BLoceeR's  addiction  to  games  of  hazard.  In 
speculation  he  was  eminently  Buccesefnl,  for  his  judgment, 
despite  the  vivacity  of  hie  temperament,  was  excellent.  Like 
Blucher,  also,  he  was  passionately  fond  of  horsee,  rode  like  a 
Centaur  and  likethe  wind.*  His  appearance  at  middle  age  was 
very  deceptive.  Ordinary  observers  would  have  set  him  down 
aa  a  light  weight,  and  ae  slightly  built.  This  was,  in  reality, 
the  case  in  lS46-'7,  in  Mexico  (when,  at  32,  he  looked  like  a 
youth,  with  his  long  flowing  hair  crowned  with  a  taking  cap, 
and  lithe  figure  set  off  by  his  graceful  Bhell-jackct),  but  not  so 
in  1861-2.  On  the  contrary,  he  was  a  powerfully  built  man, 
weighing  abont  one  hundred  and  sixty  pounds,  and  about  five 
feet  ten  inches  in  height.  His  make  was  perfection  for  a  trooper, 
his  chest  massive,  his  legs  sinewy  oolnmna.  He  lay  on"  the  em- 
balming-table a  perfect  specimen  of  manly  strength.  He  was 
as  striking  in  his  carriage  as  in  his  character;  his  step  was  as 
elastic  as  an  Indian's,  and  in  his  movements  he  was  lithe  and 
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active  as  a  panther ;  in  fact,  be  was  as  spry  as  a  cat,  despite  the 
loss  of  an  arm.  Few  men  were  more  winning  in  their  address, 
although  he  seemed  somewhat  haughty  in  his  manners.  His 
conversation,  always  agreeable,  at  times  was  perfectly  brilliant 
To  know  him  was  to  be  won  by  him.  His  very  vices  would  have 
been  virtues  in  cold  men.  All  he  did  wrong  came  from  a  mis- 
taken sense  of  the  highest,  or  rather,  perhaps,  the  most  sensitive 
honor.  On  horseback,  Kearny  was  in  his  element.  On  his 
famous  white,  or  flea-bitten  gray  (almost  white),  charger,  Mos- 
cow —  the  handsomest  horse,  perhaps,  the  writer  ever  saw  —  he 
looked  the  picture  of  a  cavalier,  and  was  a  modem  Alexander. 
In  battle  he  generally  rode  a  smaller,  but  extremely  active 
black,  on  which  he  was  killed,  and  sometimes,  on  parade,  a 
heavier  brown.  His  magnificent  bay  colt,  conspicuous  for  its 
beauty  and  action  even  in  an  engagement,  and  so  remarkable 
as  to  attract  the  fire  of  the  enemy^s  sharp-shooters  at  Williams- 
burg, was  killed  under  Kearny  at  Fair  Oaks. 

Even  atler  he  lost  his  bridle-arm,  he  continued  to  be  the  same 
fearless  rider  as  before.  One-armed,  he  would  dash  through  the 
woods  or  leap  walls,  ditches  and  obstructions  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  astonish  the  boldest  riders,  who  had  the  use  of  all  their 
members;  and  yet,  strange  to  say,  although  the  loss  of  his  arm 
did  not  interfere  with  his  movements  while  on  his  feet,  when 
visiting  the  writer  in  1853,  he  always  had  to  fix  a  pillow  under 
his  left  shoulder  at  night  for  fear  of  suffocating  if  he  rolled  over 
on  his  lefl  side,  since  from  its  shortness,  or  some  other  difficulty 
connected  with  his  stump,  he  could  not,  then,  turn  over  readily 
in  bed  without  assistance.  Such  was  his  reckless  riding  that 
he  had. several  fearful  falls,  with  —  not  from  —  horses,  since, 
having  but  one  arm,  he  could  not  save  himself  or  even  break 
his  fall.  Once,  in  Paris,  his  horse  fell  over  backward  upon  him 
and  he  struck  the  back  of  his  head  a  fearful  blow  on  the  pave 
ment.  Another  time  his  horse  tumbled  with  him  through  a  bridge, 
in  St  Lawrence  county,  N.  Y.,  and  smashed  him  up  generally. 

He  could  swim  like  a  fish,  and  would  undress,  plunge  in, 
disport  amid  the  waves,  come  out  and  dress  himself  far  better 
and  quicker  than  most  active  and  adroit  men  with  a  whole  com- 
plement of  limbs. 
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In  difiposition  General  Kbarny  was  most  peculiar.  His  very 
bravery  was  of  a  peculiar  stamp.  General  Scott,  who  knew 
him  well,  and  had  ample  opportunities  for  judging,  said; 
"  PuiL.  Kearny  was  the  bravest  man  I  ever  knew,  and  the  most 
perfect  soldier."  At  Williamsburg  he  dashed  alone  into  the 
slashing  or  abatis,  which  the  rebels  had  cut  down  for  their  pro- 
tection, and  called  out  to  his  own  skirmishers,  concealed  among 
the  fallen  timber,  to  drive  the  enemy  —  using  an  epithet  toward 
these  by  no  means  complimentary  —  out  of  their  cover.  As 
soon  as  a  few  of  our  men  showed  themselves,  a  whole  rebel 
regiment  rose  on  the  further  edge  of  the  slashing  and  fired 
at  him  deliberately.  Notwithstanding  their  proximity  and 
numbers,  neither  himself,  his  clothes,  nor  his  horse  was 
touched. 

It  has  often  been  asked  whether  Kearny  cared  for  the  pri- 
vate. Yes  I  He  believed  with  Changarnier,  with  whom  he 
had  received  his  baptism  of  fire  in  the  Atlas,  'J  To  eat  well  and 
to  sleep  well  are  the  two  most  important  things  in  war."  Or, 
to  use  his  own  language,  to  a  subordinate  on  the  Peninsula, 

*'  Let  us  have  no  more  of  this  d d  nonsense  (referring  to 

some  useless  parade).  It's  well  enough  when  there's  nothing 
else  to  do ;  now  we  are  out  here  to  fight,  and,  when  we  can't 
fight,  let  your  men  sleep.  Feed  'em  well,  give  'em  plenty  of 
sleep,  and  they'll  fight  like  h — 1!"  Even  in  camp  his  iron 
discipline  was  ever  subordinated  to  sanitary  considerations. 
Witness  his  Circular  (dated  3d  November,  1861)  to  comman- 
ders of  regiments,  directing  them  to  be  particular  and  see  that 
their  men  were  not  kept  out,  standing  exposed,  on  the  damp 
ground,  to  the  rigor  of  the  season,  on  such  occasions  as  were, 
after  all,  mere  matters  form,  and  intended  not  for  war-time 
and  bivouacs,  but  peace-times  and  sheltered  quarters.  After 
a  combat  he  was  sure  to  visit  and  inspect  the  hospitals  of  his 
command  to  see  that  the  wounded  were  properly,  nay,  thor- 
oughly, cared  for.  He  was  constantly  about  his  camps,  super- 
vising the  cooking  —  an  important  military  art,  much  neglected 
and  misunderstood  in  our  army  —  and  cleanliness.  He  was 
only  careless  of  the  lives  and  blood  of  his  men  when  great 
objects  were  to  be  accomplished,  and  the  soldier's  safety  was 
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BubordiDate  to  the  importance  of  the  event,  which  depended  on 
the  expenditure  of  men. 

Few  who  read  this  would  believe  that  Kbabnt  was  a  politic 
man ;  bat  he  was  eminently  so.  This  was  doubtless  due  to  the 
canny  Scotch  element  in  him,  which  he  derived  from  his  purest 
of  pure  Saxon  blood,  for  in  no  country  is  there  to  be  found  the 
truer  Saxon  than  in  the  lowland  shires  of  Scotland.  In  fact, 
Btrange  as  it  is,  there  is  an  immense  amount  of  astuteness  in 
the  most  royal  of  animals,  which  are  synonyms  for  courage 
and  ferocity,  even  as  there  was  in  the  boldest  of  all  prime  min- 
isters. Cardinal  Richblieu,  and  in  the  most  powerful  of  all  the 
famous  Spartan  Generals,  Lysandbb  (died  B.  C.  895),  both  of 
whom  knew  how,  upon  occasion,  to  eke  out  the  lion's  skin  with  that 
of  the  fox.  And  we  find  in  the  old  Norse,  or  Berseker  (Vikin- 
ger),  the  "  world-ravager,"  and  in  his  descendant,  the  Norman, 
the  universal  conqueror  when  the  mediaeval  was  merging  into 
the  modem,  an  adroit  policy  which,  in  a  less  courageous  blood, 
would  have  been  deemed  foreign  to  a  bold  nature. 

Two  anecdotes  will  demonstrate  how  utterly  devoid  of  fear 
Kbabnt  was,  and  oven  as  he  rose  above  the  infirmities  of  the 
flesh,  he  deemed  it  to  be  the  duty  of  every  man  to  tread  under 
foot  physical  debility,  when  the  need  of  the  hour  required  moral 
fortitude.  The  first  was  furnished  by  a  gallant  young  man. 
Colonel  R.  Tylden  Auchmuty,  the  descendant,  like  Kbabnt, 
of  a  race  of  fine  soldiers,  one  of  whom  took  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  in  1800,  Montevideo  in  1807  and  Java  in  1811,  three 
resplendent  exploits  in  as  many  different  quarters  of  the  globe. 

"  The  following  anecdote  illustrates  General  Kbabnt's  pecu- 
liar indifference  to  death,"  are  the  words  of  this  oflicer,  belong- 
ing to  the  staff*  of  the  First  Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps : 

'*  About  noon,  during  the  battle  of  Malvern  Hill,  while  the 
troops  were  lying  on  the  ground  for  concealment  and  for  pro- 
tection from  the  enemy's  artillery  and  sharpshooters.  General 
Keabny  appeared  riding  slowly  along  our  lines,  mounted. on 
his  light-gray,  almost  white,  horse.  He  stopped  on  the  higflfest 
point  of  ground  in  front  of  the  house  used,  during  the  engage- 
ment, as  division-headquarters,  and  gazed  quietly  on  the  scene. 
At  length  he  saw  me  sitting,  with  the  other  officers  of  the  8taf| 
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on  the  lawn,  and  calling  nic,  he  remarked  that  ;ill  was  quiet  on 
his  end  of  tlie  line,  and  he  had  come  to  see  how  things  were 
laannged  in  tlie  Fifth  Corps.  He  then  proceeded  to  ask  some 
gossiping  questions  about  aitdrs  in  New  York,  oblivions,  to 
■ill  appearance,  that  he  had  become  a  target  for  the  rebel  sharp- 
(thoot«rs  posted  in  the  trees  and  among  the  holly  bnslies  on  our 
front.  I  stood  perfectly  sheltered,  the  General's  horse  being 
between  mo  and  the  enemy,  curious  to  see  how  long  he  wonld 
Btund  the  fire  without  flinching.  He  chatted  on,  giving  no  sign, 
nther  in  look  or  manner,  that  he  was  aware  of  the  danger, 
until,  remembering  that  a.  valuable  life  was  in  peril,  I  remarked, 
presuming  on  an  old  acquaintance,  that,  were  I  a  superior  officer; 
I  should  order  him  back  to  his  command.  The  General  laughed 
and  rode  away,  not  taking  a  sheltered  road  in  the  rear,  rnnning 
parallel  with  the  front,  but  as  he  came,  along  the  crest  of  the 
hill,  between  the  line  of  battle  and  the  skirmish -line.  Such 
needless  exposure  would  have  been  regarded  in  most  men  as 
foolhardy;  but  no  thought  of  applause  or  reputation  probably 
for  a  moment  entered  General  Keakny's  head.  Ho  seemed  to 
havfi  learned  one  of  the  great  lessons  of  life. 


That  this  is  no  exaggerated  picture  is  attested  by  the  convic- 
tion of  his  soldiers,  and  those  who  served  with  him.  "Be 
gorra,"  said  a  woandcd  Irish  soldier  in  the  fieid-hoapilal,  "  we 
heftrd  a  great  many  Generals  and  officers  say  that  they  would 
rather  be  in  a  fight  than  ate  their  breakfast,  but  the  only  one 
that  I  ever  saw  at  his  ase  there,  was  that  one-armed  divil  of  a 
Phil.  Kkarnt  ;  but,  then,  faith,  he  seems  to  think  himself  made 
of  cast-iron,  and  from  the  way  he  gets  us  knocked  about,  be 
dad,  he  thinks  all  the  rest  of  us  are  of  the  same  malarial." 
And  yet,  with  all  this  apparent  neck-or-nothing  way  of  "  seeking 
the  bubble  reputation  in  the  cannon's  mouth,"  there  was  an 
awful  deal  of  method  in  Phil.  Kbarnt's  madness. 

The  second  was  related  by  a  brave  staff  officer,  who  served 
throughout  the  war,  and,  in  1802,  fought  alongside  of  Eeabnt 
Kod  in  sight  of  him,  in  Hooker's  division : 
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"  An  officer  rode  up  to  Keabxt  just  before  Malvern  Hill  and 
asked  to  be  relieved  on  account  of  illness.  '  Sir,'  said  EIsakht, 
this  is  no  time  for  well  men  to  get  sick ;  these  are  the  times, 
for  sick  men  to  get  well,  sir.' " 

"  I  wish  I  had  seen  more  of  your  heroic  cousin  Krasxy  in 
the  field,"  are  the  words  of  a  letter  written  by  Major-Grencnd 
A.  A.  HuMPHBETS,  U.  S.  A.,  himself  of  acknowledged  ability, 
of  capacity  of  the  highest  grade,  and  for  intrepidity  among  the 
very  bravest  of  the  brave ;  "  I  only  met  him  occasionally,  and 
never,  to  my  regret,  saw  him  in  action,  wAere,  by  universal  kih 
timonyy  he  teas  magnificent^ 

A  brevet  general  officer,  C.  S.  W ,  who  held  a  high  artil- 
lery command  at  the  battle  of  Williamsburg,  and  won  great  com- 
mendation for  his  energy  and  bravery  in  that  engagement,  made 
a  very  striking  remark  in  regard  to  Kbabnt.  "There  were 
twenty  thousand  men,"  said  he,  '*  in  the  army  of  the  Potomac 
as  brave  as  Phil.  Kbabny,  but  of  all  that  twenty  thousand 
there  was  not  one  whose  bravery  shone  like  his  upon  the  battle- 
field, and  told  like  his  upon  the  men..  Lie  seemed  to  stoop  upon 
the  battle-field  like  an  eagle,  and  his  glances  to  kindle  a  kindred 
fire  in  the  faces  of  all  he  looked  upon,  and  all  who  looked  upon 
him."  He  became  at  once  the  cynosure  of  every  eye,  the 
"  electric  commander,"  and  his  confident  chivalric  bearing  dif- 
fused a  kindred  courage;  and  then  his  voice,  heard  amid  the 
roar  of  battle,  was  like  the  note  of  the  Abysinian  war-trumpet, 
known  as  the  "  Cry  of  the  Eagle,"  whose  peculiar  and  exciting 
tone  will  rouse  the  native  warrior  into  vigorous  action  whenever 
and  wherever  it  is  heard.  Even  in  the  time  of  profound  peace 
let  its  shrill  and  startling  notes  be  blown,  and  the  wild  soldiery 
will  start  up  from  their  repose,  brandish  and  clash  their  weap- 
ons, each  limb  and  feature  quivering  and  kindled  at  the  sum- 
mons, instant  for  death  or  glory.  As  was  said  of  the  great 
Frederic's  great  SEYDLrrz,  such  was  Kearny's  "  upright  and 
proud  carriage  on  horseback "  (particularly  alluded  to  by  his 
disciple  Birney),  "that  his  figure  alone,  without  the  spirit 
which  animated  it,  would  have  led  a  line  of  cavalry  against  an 
enemy." 

Then  again,  Kearny  knew  how  to  appeal  to  the  little  peco- 
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liarities  of  the  soldier.  His  dress  was  taking,  and  lie  -wore  it 
jaunlily.  Man,  horse,  seat,  uniform,  gesture,  lone,  all^all 
were  in  keeping.  He  liked  to  see  hia  Staff  and  Orderlies  dash- 
ing, or,  as  he  expressed  it,  "elegant"  and  in  accordance  with 
bis  own  natty  appearance.  By  the  way,  he  never  wore  heavy 
boots  coming  up  above  the  knees,  as  he  is  usually  represented, 
but  laced  bootees,  which  were  more  manageable  with  his  one  arm. 
He  iasieted  that  the  equipments,  in  fact,  every  thing  connected 
with  his  military  family,  should  always  be  kept  lu  apple-pic 
order.  Boots  and  leather  had  to  bo  well  blacked,  and  brass 
and  steel  shine  like  gold  and  silver.  Moreover,  his  experience 
in  foreign  war  enabled  him  to  pay  more  attention  to  his  cre.a- 
ture  comforts  than  our  other  generals,  either  of  old  or  new 
creation.  On  the  Peninsula  his  fourgon  (provision  cart  or 
wagon)  was  always  up  in  place  in  time,  and  couldtfumish  an 
appetizing  meal  when  improvident  oninacclimated  officers  were 
almoat  starving.  His  was  almost  the  exceptional  case  at  the 
beginning  of  the  war,  although  some  of  our  generals  lived  and 
learned,  towards  the  end,  how  to  do  it.  Nevertheless,  Keabny 
never  allowed  hia  peculiar  "  inipedimeutn  "  to  interfere  with  those 
of  the  army  proper.  He  had  the  knack  of  making  everything 
work  in  together  nicely  like  a  well  adjusted  piece  of  machinery. 
Tlius,  in  Mexico,  he  kept  a  light  wagon  which  followed  his 
movements,  not  for  his  own  luxurious  ease,  but  for  occasion. 
On  the  march  its  seat  was  usually  filled  by  a  sick  or  wounded 
soldier,  with  whom,  not  malingerers,  he  was  always  willing  to 
share  his  last  crusL  It  was  this  manly  or  generous  sympathy 
which  redeemed  bis  iron-clad  severity  and,  together  with  his 
acknowledged  bravery,  made  him  the  most  popular  general  in 
the  army,  among  real  soldiers,  and  the  fact  that  all  old  soldiers 
claim  to  have  served  with  or  under  him  somewhere,  or  at  some 
lime  or  another,  in  some  kind  of  a  way,  proves  the  truth  of  the 
opinion  on  which  the  writer  started  and  which  induced  the  pre- 
paration of  this  book,  that  PnrL.  Kharny  was  the  beau  ideal 
of  a  soldier.  He  had  a  Bugler-Boy  mounted  on  a  pony  of  appro- 
priate size.  After  Kearny's  death.  Sickles  took  him.  At  the 
latter'a  head(iuart«rs  a  purse  was  made  up  and  a  beautiful  nni- 
form  purchased  for  EsAfiifY'a  little  Bugler.     He  was  Tas  Liet- 
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ColVs  companion  when  the  President  reviewed  HooKsa's 
army.  On  thai  occasion  Tad  rode  liis  pony,  and  aflerwonl 
look  its  ordinary  rider  back  willi  him  to  the  Wbit«  House. 
Subsequently  Sickles'  purveyor  sent  him  to  scbool  to  prepanj 
him  for  West  Point;  but,  with  the  assaasinalion  of  the  Presi- 
dent, the  little  Bugler's  proBpects  clouded,  and  he  disappeared 
in  the  general  gloom,* 

To  sum  up  Kkabny's  military  character — for  in  tbat  phase 
of  the  man  alone  posterity  will  know  and  honor  bim,  as,  indeed, 
any  of  ihe  great  generals  of  our  great  civil  war — he  wan 
what  General  Scott  said  of  him,  a  "  j>ertect  soldier,"  He  hod 
the  coolness  to  plan  and  the  energetic  ardor  to  execute,  the 
fortitude  to  suffer,  and  the  intrepidity  to  bear  until  the  moment 
arrived  to  pass  from  inaction  to  activity  aa  jirompt,  as  vigor- 
ous, as  well-timed  and  well-aimed  as  the  leap  of  the  tiger.  He 
comprehended  iu  its  full  force,  the  motto  of  the  Algerian  xnof, 
with  which  his  fighting  career  begun,  "  to  fight  and  to  sufler." 
He  was  wonderful  for  his  conception  of  the  relative  value  of 
pOBitions,  the  importance  of  reconnoilering,  his  knowledge  of 
topography  and  the  use  he  made  of  it.  He  filled  every  position 
to  which  he  was  assigned  equally  well,  and  of  him  might  he 
said,  09  Gkant  is  reported  to  have  observed  of  Siieridam  ; 
"  Give  him  one  man,  and  with  him  be  will  do  all  that  con  be 
done  with  one  man  ;  reinforce  him  with  one  hundred  thousand, 
and  be  will  do  with  them  well,  all-tbat  such  a  force  is  capable  of 
accomplishing."  Faie  denied  him  a  great  command  and  a  grand 
theater,  but,  judging  from  bia  past,  he  would  have  risen  with  re- 
sponsibility, with  duties  and  with  augmented  forces  and  pow«rs. 

There  is  something  very  curious  in  regard  to  the  manner  of 
Kkaent's  death.  The  reader  will  remember  that  his  nnhappy 
fall  .at  Chantilly  had  nearly  occurred  to  him  in  the  glooming  of 
Glendale  and  on  llie  night  before  Solferino.f     It  was  only  ono 
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more  of  those  fearless  personal  expoatirea  which,  nndcr  different 
circamstaiiues,  lost  him  his  arm,  but  won  bim  immortal  renown, 
at  the  gates  of  Mexko  in  1847,  and  ennied  the  decoration  of  the 
Legion  of  Honor  on  tlie  Alius  in  1840,*  ov  on  the  plains  of  Lom- 
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bardy  in  1859.  When  he  was  a  youth,  he  often  used  to  say, 
that  when  his  hour  should  come  h6  wanted  to  die  alone ;  that 
he  wanted  to  get  away  in  the  woods  and  die  in  solitude.  And 
exactly  so  he  died.  Some  invidious  person  might  misinterpret » 
this ;  but  in  Ebarxt  it  was  in  the  highest  expression  of  manli- 
ness. The  moment  of  death  is  almost  invariably  that  of  physi- 
cal weakness,  and  he  did  not  wish  to  be  seen  when  mind  could 
no  longer  control  matter.  The  idea  was  the  offspring  of  a  feel- 
ing akin  to  that  which  animated  Beobn,  Earl  of  Northumber- 
land, **  Clothe  me  in  my  mail,  let  me  die  standing,  not  lying, 
as  a  cow  dies."  Or,  like  the  fever-stricken  Maurice  of  Saxony, 
at  Zara :  ^^  Buckle  on  my  armor,  give  me  my  sword,  bold  me 
up ;  let  me  die  standing."  Men  are  not  permitted  so  to  die  in 
these  prosaic  days,  and  therefore  Eeabxt,  if  he  could  not  die 
in  battle,  willed  to  die  alone,  unwatched,  alone  with  his  own 
thoughts.     And  so  he  was  permitted  to  die. 

A  great  many  persons  have  been  curious  to  learn  something 
in  regard  to  Kearny's  religious  opinions.  All  that  the  writer 
can  say,  in  reply,  is  to  repeat  the  General's  own  answer  to  a 
similar  question:  "Responsibilities,"  said  he,  *' increase  with 
the  development  of  our  knowledge.  As  for  myself,  I  can  answer 
with  the  veteran  Hugh  Brady,  my  knapsack  is  always  packed 
and  I  hold  myself  ever  ready  for  the  order  '  to  march.'  "*     Still, 

by  personal  otMervatlon,  one  leamn  to  appreciate  and  nndentand  tbotie  nameless  and 
many  wantA,  tbe  necessities  of  troops  In  campaign,  wblcb  witb  an  army  cannot  be  dis- 
pensed with,  and  wbich,  tbougb  not  mingling  Immediately  In  tbe  combat,  tell  tbe  most 
In  tbe  general  operations  of  tbe  field,  and  yet  can  never  be  learned  by  meretbeoryor 
study. 

**  Tbat  the  utility  of  this  measure  of  sending  officers  into  AiMca  Is  recoirnlzed  by  other 
governments,  Is  proved  by  tbe  number  of  fbrelgn  oflloers  who  have  been  here  previously, 
and  tbat  there  are  sixteen  Belgian  and  two  Danish  oflicers  present  at  this  moment.  •  •  • 

"  Your  obedient  servant, 

••  P.  KEABNY,  Junior, 
**  LteuienarU  Iff  RefrimerU  Drctgoont,  U,  &  Army.** 

*  In  religious  matters  tbe  parallel  between  Kkarht  and  Blucrkb  and  Sxtdxjts  holds 
particularly  good ;  La  wlky  remarks :  "  In  relating  the  peculiarities  of  our  hero,  we 
omitted  to  mention  one  of  them,  which,  contradictory  as  it  may  seem,  was  an  esteem  of 
piety,  and  of  the  customs  of  tbe  Church ;  an  esteem  wblcb  he  maintained  through  tbe 
wild  years  of  his  youth,  and  tbe  stormy  time  of  his  numbood.  Though  his  own  passjom 
were  never  mastered  by  these  influences,  and  he  may  never  have  had  recoone  to  religion 
ft>r  tbat  purpose,  yet  be  nourished  a  devoted  adoration  of  the  Supreme  Beinc,  mhI  during 
tbe  Seven  Years*  War  invariably  caused  his  borsMnen  to  be  encouraged  to  persevcranoe 
and  valor,  l>efore  every  engagement,  by  tbe  field-preacher,  who  was  also  oommand«l  to 
administer  spiritual  consolation  and  tbe  holy  communion  to  the  wounded  and  dying. 

**  He  was  once  during  the  war  riding  near  the  King  (Fmrnnxmic  trkObsat).  when  a 
icglme&t  of  dragoons  oam«  Ibrwrird  singing  »  hynm  M  ttM7  marched.   *  Th«y  appear  to 
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whatever  may  have  been  Kearny's  earlier  expressions  of  opin- 
ion as  to  his  and  T>tK  futiirp,  there  is  little  doubt  but  that  his 
feelings  had  undergone  a  great  change  during  the  few  months 
—  Borae  aay  weeks  —  of  active  service  which  preceded  his  death. 
Chsplain  Makics,  wlio,  upon  the  Peninsula,  came  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  he  dreamed  that  be  was  a  "  soldier  of  destiny,"  found 
Mm  in  a  far  different  state  of  mind  ou  the  fatal  day  of  Chan- 
tilly.  Then,  for  the  first  lime  in  their  intercourse,  he  spoke  on 
the  subject  of  religion.  It  has  always  been  the  writer's  opinion 
that  Kbabmt  at  this  time  was  what  the  Scotch  term  /ey,  that 
is,  like  mnny  other  brave  men  before  hira,  he  had  the  presenli- 
ment  of  approaching  death  upon  him.  This  idea  has  been 
gathered  from  remarks  of  relatives,  one  a  distingnislied  physician, 
since  dead.  The  loss  of  the  scabbard  of  his  sword,  which  he  had 
cansed  to  be  prepared  for  him  in  Paris,  before  he  sailed  for 
America,  impressed  him  as  an  omen,  forebodin.^  evil.  The 
weight  of  metal  in  this  sword  had  been  distributed  in  such  a 
way  that  it  balanced  in  the  hand,  so  that  he  ooidd  manage  both 
weapons  and  reins  with  one  aruL  When  the  scabbard  was  lost, 
or  shot  away  from  his  side,  he  is  reported  to  have  remarked  (or 
rather  so  ran  the  story),  that  if  it  had  been  picked  up  and  car- 
ried into  Richmond  as  a  trophy  he  would  follow  it  thither,  as  a 
prisoner;  if  lost  and  left  upon  the  battle-field,  his  body,  iu  like 
ST,  would  be  found  among  the  dead.     If  this  be  ti-ue,  the 


n  tbe  Buttle  of  Cblcliaa 
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idea  must  have  originated  in  one  of  those  inexplicable  fits  of 
depression  of  spirits  which,  at  times,  come  over  the  bravest 
of  men  of  strong  nervous  temperament.  Kbabnt  was  peco- 
liarlj  so.  He  slept  badly.  His  cousin  and  Aid  said  that  the 
General  often  called  him  up  at  night  to  make  coffee  for  him 
and  amuse  him  with  his  conversation.  Sometimes  Kkarnt 
would  listen  for  hours  in  silence,  and  then  again,  at  other  times, 
he  would  chat  away  gaily  of  balls  and  parties,  and  the  thou- 
sand trifling  incidents  of  fashionable  life  in  New  York ;  par* 
ticularly  of  fair  and  agreeable  women  whom  he  had  met,  and 
gay  scenes  in  which  both  had  participated.  Even  if  the  morn- 
ing found  him  still  awake,  he  was  on  the  alert  and  in  the  saddle 
as  usual,  for  personal  suffering  with  him  was  no  excuse  for  n^ 
lect  of  duty.  His  iron  constitution  could  stand  the  strain. 
Often  sick,  often  depressed  in  spirits,  there  was  a  spring  of 
recuperative  force  in  him  which  enabled  him  to  cry  and  fee) 
with  the  brave  Plantaoenst,  who  fell  at  Bosworth,  ^  Richard'i 
himself  again !''  Like  the  bent  bow,  he  straightened  himself  oat 
as  soon  as  the  constricting  cord  was  loosed. 

During  the  Seven  Days'  Fight  KBARinr  seemed  to  be  imbued 
with  the  idea  that  he  and  his  division,  in  consequence  of  their 
fighting  properties,  their  intrepid  alacrity,  their  rugged  endor- 
ancc,  would  be  sacrificed  to  make  up  for  the  shortcomings  of 
others.  On  one  occasion,  during  the  retreat  to  the  James,  after 
a  hard  fight  and  harder  march,  he  had  returned  to  his  quarters, 
ordered  a  repast  and  a  bath,  and  was  prepared  to  take  the  lat- 
ter, when  a  pressing  or  peremptorj*  order  was  delivered,  com- 
manding him  to  return  to  the  front,  as  regarded  the  fighting, 
or  rather,  rear,  for  he  was  protecting  the  retrograde.  Without 
hesitation,  he  left  the  inviting  bath  and  needed  food  unenjoyed 
and  untasted,  but  as  he  swung  himself  into  the  saddle  he 
exclaimed,  in  bitterness  of  spirit,  "  My  poor,  decimated  divi- 
sion !  my  poor,  decimated  division  !  " 

The  death  of  his  idolized  and  beautiful  boy,  to  whose  death- 
bed he  was  recalled  from  the  front,  in  the  preceding  spring, 
cast  a  deep  gloom  over  this  otherwise  iron-man.*     His  cousin, 

*  It  wa»  observed  by  one  or  another  of  a  small  circle  terribly  abridged,  since  the  Oeoeral 
himself  fell,  b7  death  and  sickness,  that  It  sometimes  appeared  as  trPRii..  did  not  frctttly 
care  to  live  after  the  death  of  lovely  little  "  Archik."  in  some  respects,  the  world  w%% 
"  leer  "  to  Kkarxy  as  It  seemed  to  Thbkla  after  her  Max  Piccoloxini  plimoed  head- 
long on  the  embattled  pikes,  and,  like  a  hero,  died  open  their  points. 
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Dr.  Robert  Watts,  since  decesBed,  ihe  attendiag  phyalcian, 
siiya  that  when  lie  arrived  from  the  nrmy  nnd  rushed  up  stairs, 
his  affliotioQ  and  tlie  ncrvoasness  consequent  upon  it  had  taken 
snch  possession  of  him  that  he  acted  like  a  crazy  man.  Ilo 
seized  the  Doctor,  with  that  powerful  single  right-arm  of  his, 
and  actually  shook  him  in  the  violence  of  his  emotion.  "  You 
mufit  aave  him,"  he  cried;  "  you  will  save  him?"  he  added, 
with  despairing  entreaty.  Then,  sternly,  as  if  the  issues  of 
life  and  death  were  as  much  in  his  hands  as  the  movements  of 
his  division,  "  You  shall  save  him  1  "  \Vhen  the  fatal  bolt  fell, 
and  his  noble  child-boy  Archibald —  for  he  was  a  grand  speci- 
men of  childish  lieanty  and  strength  —  died,  Kearnt  was 
broken-hearted.  Then  the  iron-man,  the  man  whom  the  outer 
world  judged  unauseeplible  of  tender  feelings,  testified  what  a 
mine  of  gentle  sympathy  lay  hidden  beneath  the  rugged  eite- 
rior  of  the  stern  soldier.  He  crushed  down  the  grief  which 
was  rending  his  own  soul.  He  vailed  it  from  the  eyes  of  the 
world,  and  the  lion-heart  grew  tender  at  the  thought  of  the 
bereaved  mother,  •  *  *  at  home,  without  any 

distraction  for  her  sorrow,  while  duty,  vigilance  and  activity 
gave  him,  from  time  to  time,  paitial  oblivion  of  the  great  loss 
which  rushed  in  upon  his  unoccupied  moments. 

««*«*!«««» 

Kearny  was  a  Batard  in  generosity,  in  generous  sentiments, 
in  patriotic  devotion,  in  his  comprehension  of  the  requisites  of 
command  and  of  soldierly  duty.  On  how  many  occasions,  in 
bis  short  career  of  generalship,  did  it  occur  that  to  him  fell  the 
bard  task  of  retrieving  what  others  had  lost  or  jeopardized. 
When  an  incapable  Bunnivet  had  been  compelled  to  place  the 
fate  of  hia  army  in  the  hands  of  Bayard,  that  worthy  example 
for  all  time  exclaimed  :  "  It  is  very  late,  this  confidence,  but  it 
matters  not ;  my  soul  belongs  to  God,  my  life  to  my  country. 
I  promise  to  (do  all  I  can  to)  save  the  army  at  the  expense  of 
my  remaining  days."  Was  not  this  exactly  the  case  with 
Kkaknt?  Did  he  not  express  in  language  and  notion  all  that 
Bayabd  sot  forth  in  hia  words  and  deeds?  "/>ii/cc  et  tUcorum 
eat  pro  palrla  mori,"  Keaunt  wrote  home  to  hia  friends,  and 
bo  soon  after  proved  how  grand  and  glorions  it  was  thus  to  die 
64 
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for  the  Fatherland.  Like  Qunrrus  CuBnus,  he  solved  thehama- 
picial  riddle,  and  leaped  full-armed  into  the  galf  to  save  the 
State,  an  example,  if  equalled,  not  surpassed  throughout  the 
war.  Let  those  who  search  through  ancient  and  foreign  his- 
tory for  examples  of  patriotic  self-sacrifice,  learn  that  our  own 
annals  present  as  notable  instances  as  any  in  the  past  or  present 
in  other  lands.  No  Abxold  of  Winkelreid  was  a  truer  patriot; 
no  Batabd  a  more  fearless  knight ;  no  Lbonidas  a  more  devo- 
ted leader ;  no  Hofsb  a  warmer  lover  of  his  country,  than  that 
one-armed  New  Yorker,  who  sleeps  under  the  shadow  of  old 
Trinity's  trees,  near  the  original  monument  of  one  inspired 
^ith  kindred  ideas,  Lawrence,  famous  forever  for  his  dying 
exhortation,  ^'  Don't  give  up  the  ship.''  Not  even  his  warm- 
est eulogist  would  say  Phil.  Ksabnt  had  no  equals;  but 
they  could  justly  say  he  had  no  superior  in  our  army  as  a 
soldier. 

Major  Eeabny,  as  a  youth,  had  a  rather  feminine  face,  as  has 
been  the  case  with  a  gi'eat  many  distinguished  captains ;  for 
instance.  Sir  Charles  Napier,  the  conqueror  of  Scinde;  Mont- 
rose, the  flower  of  loyalty ;  Claverhousb,  the  light  of  chivalry, 
and  Bayard,  the  knight  without  fear  or  reproach.  With  years, 
his  traits  seemed  attempered  into  steel  through  the  heat  of  bat- 
tle and  the  cold  of  resolution  and  fortitude.  Pre-eminently  a 
cavalry  leader,  he  grew  to  prefer  &  combined  command  to  that  of 
a  grand  division  of  troopers,  but  he  carried  into  his  new  sphere, 
all  the  fire  and  decision  peculiar  to  his  original  training  and 
experience.  In  this,  indeed,  he  resembled  Bluchbr,  more  than 
any  man  in  this  war,  that  grand  exemplar  of  old  Berseker 
ardor,  just  as  our  Farragut  is  a  perfect  antitype  of  tlie 
mediteval  Vikinger  resolution.  An  attack  of  varioloid,  as 
severe  in  its  effects  as  the  more  fearful  disease  of  which  it  is 
generally  considered  a  milder  phase,  marked  Kbarnt  deeply. 
Thenceforward  he  could  not  be  considered  handsome,  but,  like 
Mirabeau,  when  he  spoke,  and  like  Cromwell,  when  he  acted, 
there  was  a  manly  grandeur,  something  leonine,  which  rendered 
the  expression  of  his  face  heroic.  The  fire  of  baltle  lit  up  his 
eye,  and  the  "  cannon  fever,"  as  Goethe  expressed  it,  in  the 
description  of  his  own  feelings  at  Valmy,  flushed  his  cheeks^ 
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making  his  whole  face  radiant,  so  that,  amid  the  conflict, 
Kbarnt  appeared  like  a  spirit  in  its  element. 

HiH  taste  in  pictures,  in  statuary,  in  every  thing  pevlaining  to 
the  fine  arts,  was  remarkable,  nnd  showed  itself  in  the  ccillec- 
tioD  with  which  ho  adorned  his  mansion  at  Belle  Grove,  and 
the  patronage  he  gave  to  artists. 

A  lady,  who  knew  General  Keaesy  intimately  when  he  was 
a  young  man,  remarked,  while  this  chapter  was  in  tlie  printer's 
hands:  "Well  do  I  remember  that  his  taste  in  pictures  was 
eren  then  remarkable.  There  was  not  a  painting  of  note  in  his 
native  city,  or  which  was  brought  to  it,  that  he  did  not  know 
all  about  its  history  and  its  merits."  He  was  also  very  curious 
on  statuary  and  every  kind  of  carved  work.  He  may  k  said 
to  have  had  a  positive  passion  for  every  thing  connected  with 
art.  This  he  derived  in  a  measure  from  an  intimate  friend 
(C D  L y)  who  died  early,  but  a  great  deal  was  natural. 

This  fondness  for  the  beautiful  extended  throughout  every 
branch,  and  manifested  itself  after  he  inherited  his  fortune  in 
bis  choice  of  exquisite  saddle  and  driving  horses,  harness, 
equipages  and  every  thing  connected  with  a  gentleman's 
establishment. 

He  wrote  fluently  and  clearly,  often  as  brilliantly  as  he  talked. 
Some  of  his  letters  are  perfect  specimens  of  style  and  dilt'erent 
Btylea.  Gathered  and  edited  with  judgment,  his  correspondence, 
in  itself,  would  furnish  a  portrait  of  the  man,  of  his  ch^acter, 
of  his  life,  just  as  Micbklet  produced  the  best  biography  of 
LuTBBB,  simply  by  culling  and  arranging  his  letters  on  difierent 
subjects  —  arranging  them  systematically  and  chronologically 
with  tact  and  sympathetic  feeling.  His  letters  demonstrate 
that  Kbaksy  had  in  him  not  only  the  powers  of  a  great  Gen- 
eral, but  all  that  instinctive  comprehension  of  men  and  things 
which  go  so  far  to  produce  a  statesman,  far  abler  anfl  more 
fitted  to  grapple  with  the  astute  diplomacy  of  the  old  world, 
than  the  great  majority  of  those  who  have  directed  and  con- 
trolled the  aflairs  of  this,  our  country. 

In  a  differently  constituted  man,  Kearny's  errors  or  fanlts 
would  have  been  virtues.     In  this  he  was  a  perfect  Gelt,*  and 
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true  to  his  lineage.    Irish  on  his  father^s  side,  even  his  cold, 
calculating  lowland  Scotch,  pure  Saxon  blood,  scarcely  tem- 
pered his  impetuousness.     As  in  Wiluam  the  Conqueror  of 
England,  the  astuteness  which  comes  from  common  sense,  had 
been  whetted  and  pointed  by  the  intermixture  of  Celtic,  until 
it  became  even  more  wily  than  the  original.   'The  Norman, 
with  all  his  Northern  phlegm,  was  the  wiliest  of  men.     It  was 
an  element  of  the  very  Berseker.     "In  him — ELajsold  Habo- 
BADA,  poet  and  warrior,  the  giant  king  of  Norway,  slain  by 
Harold,  the  Great  Saxon  king  of  England  —  we  see  the  race 
from  which  the  Norman  sprung.''    With  all  his  acknowledged 
bravery  —  for  he  united  the  courage  of  the   Northman,  or 
Teutq^candinavian,  with  that  of  the  Frank  or  Teuto-Saxon 
(not  French)  —  the  Norman  oould  plot  and  scheme  with  the 
wiliest.      Dissimulation  was  one  of  his  powers,  and  guile  or 
craft  his  wisdom.    "  He  exulted  in  mastering  them  (the  Welsh, 
or  Outlander)  in  their  own  wily  statesmanship.''     Tet  a  braver 
race  or  better  soldiers,  for  their  era,  never  lived.    The  Saxon 
was. a  braver  and  better  man,  but  it  was  hard  to  train  him  to 
the  btuinesa  of  soldiering,  since  the  military  service  was  foreign 

lows — very  pretty  fallows  —  I  desire  to  see  none  better  In  the  field.  I  once  saw  a  brigade 
of  iHih,  at  the  taking  of  Frankfort  upon  tbe  Oder  stand  to  It  with  swcMrd  and  i^e  nnUl 
they  beat  off  the  Blue  and  Yellow  Swedish  brigade,  esteemed  as  stoat  as  any  that  fought 
tinder  the  immortal  Oustavus.  And  although  stout  Hkpbvbh,  valiant  Lumbdaui, 
courageous  Mokrok,  with  myself  and  other  cavaliers,  made  entry  elsewhere  at  point  of 
pike,  yet,  had  we  all  met  with  such  opposition,  we  had  returned  with  great  loes  and  little 
profit.  Wherefore,  these  valiant  Irishes,  being  all  put  to  the  sword,  as  is  usoal  in  such 
cases,  did  nevertheless  gain  Immortal  praise  and  honor;  so  that,  for  thtfr  nOces,  I  havg 
always  loved  and  honored  those  of  that  nation  next  to  my  own  country  of  Scotland.'* 

These  were  Just  the  ideas  of  Kkarnv.  Ho  said  he  had  never  seen  braver  troops  than 
the  Irish.  When  asked  where  he  placed  the  Americans,  then,  he  answered,  "  First."  and 
his  explanation  of  this  apparent  paradox  was  this:  "The  Irish."  said  be,  **wprc  as 
brave  as  any,  but  jUie  highest  phase  of  their  bravery  was  a  reckless  rollicking  bravery, 
without  Judgment— a  perfoct  practical  illustration  of  their  I\xuohra^b€aiagh,  'bludgron 
fighting,*  as  Wbiximotom  called  it  on  more  than  one  occasion.  American  bravery  U 
equal  to  the  Irish  as  Ikr  as  a  proper  contempt  or  disregard  of  danger  la  concerned,  but  It  is 
rendered  more  telling  by  a  common  sense  instinct  which  teaches  our  people,  where  expo- 
sure Is  needless,  how  to  take  care  of  themselves  without  shirking  their  work.  Order  aa 
Irish  regiment  to  charge  and  It  would  make  the  attack  brilliantly'*  — "brilliant  **  and 
\  *'  elegant "  were  great  words  with  Kkabny  —  "  but  do  It  in  such  a  manner  as  to  suffbr  all 
that  could  be  sufllafred.  Order  a  regiment  of  Americana  to  perform  the  same  work,  and 
they  will  do  It  just  as  thoroughly,  but  they  will  do  it  in  such  a  manner  as  to  inflict  all  tho 
loss  possible  upon  the  enemy  and  sufll?r  as  little  as  possible  themselves.  In  open  ground 
the  only  difforenoe  would  be,  that  the  Americans  would  take  things  the  moet  coolly. 
With  regard  to  the  Germans,  he  exactly  agreed  with  the  opinion  of  Gbobob  Autrbd 
TowxsKND,  as  expresfied  in  the  "  Oampal4fn*  of  a  Non-^M^xUant "  (p.  saS) :  **  Tbo  Oennaao, 
as  a  rule,  lacked  the  dash  of  the  Irish  troops  and  the  taot  of  the  Americaoa.**  Towmaan 
may  have  heard  X^usvt  otter  tlMia  very  significant  words. 
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to  feia  nature,  Yc-t  necessity  made  him  ihe  fie«(  soldier  the 
world  has  ever  seen. 

Like  a  great  many  other  distinguished  meC,  Phil.  Kkahst's 
life  had  a  dawn  that  did  not  promise  anv  more  than  an  ordinary 
day.  In  early  boyhood,  his  characteristics  did  not  give  proraiae 
of  what  he  became.  Even  in  youth,  tliey  were  not  more  decided 
in  him  than  in  many  others  who  never  made  any  mark.  His 
instincts,  it  is  true,  were  such  that  they  might  be  compared  to 
iho  first  streak*  of  that  peculiar  light,  or  to  those  olonds  by 
which  meteorologists  or  accurate  observers  of  nature  are  ena- 
bled at  daybreak  to  predict  the  course  of  the  day. 

"  Fighting  JoK  "  and  "  Fighting  Phil,,"  however  loudly  and 
bitterly  tlioy  railed  against  McClellan,  never  failed  to  do 
their  duty,  and  even  more  than  their  whole  duty,  in  carrying 
onl  MgCi.kli-an'b  plans  on  the  battle-field. 

WLat  a  contrast,  in  this  respect,  is  preaented  by  the  condnct 
of  more  than  one  of  McClellan's  favorites  or  friends,  when  a 
•iiuilar  promptness,  energy  and  patriotism  wonld  have  saved 
Pope,  and  prevented  the  disasters  which  clustered  "  thick  as 
leaves  in  Vallombrosa,"  around  the  second  Bull  Run  battle-field  ; 
yes,  he  would  have  converted  defeat  into  victory.  But  it  was  not 
to  be  BO.  The  nation  hi^d  to  pass  through  this  as  well  aa  other 
vicissitudes  to  ripen  the  public  mind  for  ideas  wliich  came  with 
time,  and  then  the  end  came.     God  willed  it  to  be  so. 

Like  Bayard,"  Kearny  died  in  the  forty-eighth  year  of  his 


Bono  Di  PoLAHD,  SIcsneor         ■         *         (Illegible.} 
Thb  epitcpb  i>  p»lk«d  will)  Ilie  trvl»n : 
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age.*    ^^  France  little  knows/'  said  the  Constable  de  Bousbok, 
the  General  of  the  enemy,  when  Bayard's  death  was  annoonced 
to  him,  "  how  great  is  the  loss  she  sustains  to-day.''    Lss,  an 
arch-rebel,  like  Bourbon,  like  him  leading  an  army  agamst  his 
own  country,  to  which  he  owed  his  military  education  and  his 
elevation,  acted  as  if  he  felt  this,  if  he  did  not '  say  it    Bay- 
ard's body,  like  Kearny's  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  foe,  and 
by  them  was  delivered  up  with  all  honor  to  bis  own  armj. 
Both  were  embalmed,  and  their  bodies  were  treated  with  the 
utmost  respect  that  could  possibly  be  paid  to  mortal  remains 
in  every  locality  through  which  they  passed  on  their  way  to 
rest  with   their  fathers.     No  monument   marks  the  tomb  of 
either,f  nor  is  any  needed.     Their  proudest  monument  is  the 

their  Hlmilaritles  were  thone  of  DsiAix.  In  youth,  m  hM  been  said,  mil  three  were  rwiiher 
effeminate  In  i^ipearance,  but  the  deceptive  eztemala  concealed  a eool  of  flro,  a  will  of  Iron, 
magnanimity,  detestation  of  flattery,  horror  of  humbug,  perfect  calmneae  under  the  most 
perilous  circumstances,  ardent  valor  In  the  onset.  Indomitable  fortitude  In  defbnse.  ozsct 
obedience  In  Inferior  positions  and  the  grandest  capacity  ibr  superior  command.  "  I  have 
but  one  master  above,"  said  Ba yako,  "  and  he  Is  God  In  Heaven ;  I  have  but  one  master 
on  earth  and  he  Is  the  King  of  France ; "  which,  according  to  the  Ideas  of  the  day.  slgnUled 
France,  that  Is,  his  country.  Like  Bayabo  and  Dbsaix,  Kkahn y  was  ever  fslthftil  todoty 
and,  like  Bayabo,  ezempUfled  the  latter's  proverb  In  regard  to  money,  that  **  what  the 
gnantlet  wins  the  gorget  spends  or  squanders."  especially  where  comrades,  Deoe8Bltou9,siok 
or  wounded  soldiers  were  concerned.  All  three  of  these  great  captains  were  capable  of 
extricating  themselves  from  almost  any  danger  controllable  or  restetlble  by  head-work  or 
hand-work,  yet  all  three  perished  by  the  shot  of  a  miserable  ftiquenelle  or  musket,  which 
Bayard  held  In  especial  disgust,  as  something  unwoHhy  of  heroic  wur.  —  **  HUMrt  <U 
PiBRRB  DI7  TVRRAIL,  dU  Lb  Chevalikb  Bayabo,  Soou I^bw  H  mxnt  Beprochejpar  3L 
SirOARO  OK  Bkbyillb." 

*  The  plate  on  his  ooffln  set  forth  47  years.  2  months  and  30  days. 

t  Since  this  wss  written  the  writer  has  learned  that  a  monument  has  been  erected  to 
Bayard  at  Grenoble,  but  none  marks  his  birth  or  burial  place.  The  same  will  be  exactly 
the  case  with  Kbarhy.  New  Jersey  seems  anxious  to  do  him  every  honor,  whereas  New 
York  has  not  taken  a  single  step  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  a  man  who  did  more  m  a 
marvellous  soldier  and  military  genius  to  honor  his  native  State  and  dty  than  aa3f^ooe  to 
whom,  as  yet,  either  State  or  city  have  ever  set  up  a  memorial  or  raised  a  monnmcot. 
The  following  shows  the  Intention  of  New  Jersey :  time  can  prove  If  they  will  advance 
beyond  mere  joint  resolutions  on  paper  like  those  in  the  case  of  other  worthies: 

Numbrb  ohk.  — Joint  Besolution  relative  to  appropriation  for  procuring  statnci  of 
Stockton  and  Kkabmy. 

Wherttu,  By  concurrent  resolutions  of  \ixe  Senate  and  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of 
New  Jersey,  unanimously  passed  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  sixty-eight,  Bichabd  STOCKToit .  one  of  the  signers  of  the  Declaration  of  - 
Independence  and  Msjor-Oeneral  Phxup  Kkabhy,  late  o/  the  United  Slates  VoluDtecr 
Army  were  designated  as  the  Illustrious  Jersey  men  eminently  worthy  of  national  com* 
memoratlon,  whose  statues  in  bronze  or  nuurble  shall  occupy  the  places  reserved  for  N«v 
Jersey  in  the  national  statuary  hall  in  Washington. 

1.  Be  It  reaolved^  by  the  Senate  and  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  Tlist 
the  treasurer  of  the  State  be  authorised  and  directed  to  pay,  under  the  direction  of  tbt 
committee  hereinafter  selected,  or  a  miOorlty  of  them,  the  som  of  ten  thousand  doUsa 
($10,000),  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  required  to  procure  the  statues  above  indicated, 
the  dviiian  marble,  the  soldier  bronse. 
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place  they  occupy  in  the  hearto  of  their  coantrymon.  Both 
will  liv9  in  the  nficcttons  of  the  American  people  as  long  as 
titey  have  a  flag  and  a  country. 

Like  the  Snabian,  or  German  hero,  the  Infantry  General  of 
the  first  half  of  the  sixteenth  century,  Frkckpsbero,  or 
Gkokoe  of  Fronspergcr — the  "Alp-passer"  —  most  famous, 
perhaps,  for  his  exhortation  to  Lctbeh*  —  and  many  other 
eminent  soldiers,  among  these  Charles  XII,  of  Swedi-n,  Bat- 
ASD  had  a  great  detestation  of  Gre-arma,  as  if,  according  to  one 
of  his  biographer?,  he  felt  a  presentiment  he  was  to  owe  his 
death  as  be  did,  to  a  bullet:  one  cnt  hi»  back-bone  in  two.  It 
waa  a  shame,  he  said,  that  a  brave  man  should  be  exposed  to 
die  by  aniiscrable  pop-gun  ("/riyM«te//e"},  against  the  effect  of 
which  he  cannot  defend  himaelf.f  When  bullets  came  in,  the 
number  of  victims  to  cowardly  snap-sbots,  or  deliberate,  mnr- 
derous  sharpshooting  only  augmented,  and  leadens  experienced 
the   same  fate  which    had  previously  been    distributed   more 
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liberally  amoDg  the  led.  Now-a-days  —  when  ballets  aitl 
whistliDg  and  screaming  by,  unseen,  in  myriads  —  it  takes  t 
much  bolder  man  ^'to  adventure'^  in  the  forefront  of  battk,' 
and  perform  deeds  of  "'  high  emprise,"*  like  Kbarxy  did,  thin 
of  old  when  arrows  could  be  stopped  by  leather  shield  or 
steel  harbergeon,  or  when  javelin  could  be  turned  aside  by  jack 
or  dodged  or  cleft  in  twain  by  a  battle-ax  or  falchion. 

If  valor  could  have  availed  against  a  Minie-ball,  Keabnt 
would  have  been  invulnerable.  His  reputation  as  ^^  the  bravest 
of  the  brave ''  is  inexpugnable  The  motto  on  the  memorial  of 
Skydutz,  in  the  Church  at  Ohlau,  Kearxt^s  patriotic  ardor 
made  hia  own  — 

"  SnsttrUtttkfit  tst  ftrin  Stsnttfmm." 

^  IMVOBTAUTT  It  THT  raSBOOATITX.** 

No  death  on  the  battle-field  inspired  more  real   poetry  than 
Eeabnt's.    Truly  was  it  sung : 

As  man  maj.  he  fought  his  flcht, 

ProTCd  his  truth  by  his  endoftvor : 
I/eC  him  sleep  In  solemn  nlf  ht. 

Sleep  forever  and  forever. 

Lay  him  low! 

Low,  indeed,  the  head  to  plan  and  hand  to  execute,  but  high 
the  memory  of  his  deeds,  glorious  the  light  of  his  example  — 
high  as  the  highest  as  a  soldier,  bright  as  the  brightest  as  a 
patriotic  man. 

•*  Hash,  the  Dead  March  wails  in  the  people's  ears: 
The  dark  crowd  moves,  and  there  are  sobs  and  tears ; 
The  black  earth  yawns,  the  mortal  disappears." 

**  Bat  speak  no  more  of  his  r«iown, 
lAy  yoar  earthly  fkncies  down. 
And  in  the  vast  cathedral  leave  him, 

OOD  ACCEPT  HIM,  CHBXST  RKCXIVB  SDC" 
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